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PREFACE.

It is essential, indeed, it is indispensable, to good citizen
ship that every alien who -may become an American citizen, 
as well as every native-born citizen, thoroughly familiarize 
himself with the history of our country; and it is equally im
portant that each acquire a good general knowledge of the 
governmental machinery and framework of our national, state, 
territorial and municipal governments, as well as the manner 
in which they are and should be conducted.

This little book presents an outline of the history of the 
United States and touches briefly upon governmental matters, 
the purpose being that a perusal of its pages may suggest to 
the reader the importance of further research along the his
torical and governmental lines alluded to.

The importance of universal education, not only as an essen
tial element in promoting civilization, but also as an indis
pensable factor in the elimination of war, is urged. Burke 
said: “Education is the cheap defense of nationsand Ever
ett expresses the same thought in these words: “Education is 
a better safeguard of liberty than a standing army. If we 
retrench the wages of the schoolmaster, we must raise those 
of the recruiting sergeant.”

For the convenience of the reader a copy of the Declaration 
of Independence, of the Articles of Confederation, and of the 
Constitution, with all the amendments thereto, and a few an
notations, are appended.

JOHN T. DeBOLT.

Honolulu, Hawaii, August, 1924.
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CHAPTER I.

Naturalization of Aliens and Tiieir Duties as Citizens.

NATURALIZATION OF ALIENS, as herein considered, is 
a judicial proceeding whereby an alien is admitted to Ameri
can citizenship and clothed with practically all the rights and 
privileges of a native-born citizen. The proceeding implies and 
necessarily involves the renunciation by the applicant of a 
former nationality and the fact of entrance into a similar rela
tion toward the United States. Accordingly, the naturaliza
tion laws require that the applicant, upon being admitted to 
citizenship, shall declare on oath before the court admitting 
him, that he will support the Constitution of the United 
States, and that he will absolutely and entirely renounce and 
abjure all allegiance and fidelity to every foreign prince, po
tentate, state and sovereignty whatever, and particularly to 
the one of which he was before a citizen or subject. His 
feelings of loyalty and obligation to the United States, upon 
being naturalized, should be, not only paramount,' but exclu
sive to any such feelings toward any and all other countries, 
including that of his nativity. His allegiance and fidelity to 
this, his adopted country, should be absolute and undivided. 
He should, in every thought, in every word, and in every 
act, be a true and loyal American citizen, and in no thought, 
word, or act, disloyal or un-American. If one is not wholly 
an American, he cannot be accepted as an American at all.

The present and future welfare, as well as the continued 
existence of the United States as a nation, among the nations 
of the world, is dependent upon the absolute loyalty and the 
intrinsic moral worth of its citizens. Hence, no alien should



2be admitted to American citizenship, except those who are entirely worthy of that privilege.The act of naturalization involves the right of expatriation, that is to say, the right of voluntary renunciation of one’s nationality and allegiance to his native land and becoming a citizen of another country. This right was recognized as a natural and inherent right by the United States from the beginning of its history, and a denial of such right by Great Britain was one of the causes of the War of 1812. The right, however, of a British subject to expatriate himself is fully recognized in England now under the provisions of an act of Parliament passed in 1870.Aliens cannot demand admission to American citizenship as a matter of right. It is only a privilege, and they can only claim this privilege under the laws enacted by Congress, and an applicant for admission as a citizen must strictly comply with the conditions imposed by such law’s. The United States, as is true of every independent nation, has the right and the power to prescribe the terms and conditions on which aliens may be admitted to citizenship. The obvious purpose of such legislation being to guard against the admission of aliens to citizenship who are unw’ortliy of the privilege, and also to enhance the intrinsic value and moral worth of American citizenship. Therefore, the broad, general policy upon which the courts now proceed in the admission of aliens to American citizenship is, that we cannot have too many good citizens, nor too few bad ones.Until within very recent years America was looked upon as a dumping ground—a refuge—for the distressed and incapable of all races and of all nations. But sound statesmanship, coupled with the exercise of plain common sense, based upon fundamental principles, prompted by the instinct of selfpreservation, have to some extent, prevailed over sentimentalism, and, accordingly, there has been substituted by appro-



3priate, congressional legislation the more sensible and wholesome rule, that America’s first duty to herself, as well as to the world in general, is to be and remain the prosperous home of none but honest and efficient American citizens— the abiding place of patriotic, intelligent, progressive and robust Americanism. By the persistent enforcement and application of this policy, reinforced by further appropriate legislation providing for proper selection abroad and the admission to our shores of all aliens eligible to citizenship, particularly those of the Nordic race, each, individually, however, to be morally and mentally and physically efficient and capable of becoming a true American citizen and of being successfully assimilated by our citizens, would, not only tend to raise American citizenship to a higher standard, but it would also tend to establish homes upon the waste lands of our country, to develop the natural resources, to promote the prosperity of the people, and to increase the population, the wealth, and the power of the nation.The importance, as well as the application, of this policy to the United States, by reason of its peculiar and favorable geographical situation among the nations of the world, will, at once, become apparent, if we pause and consider, that the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, consisting of forty-eight States, two Territories, and important Islands in both the Atlantic and the Pacific, comprising a country of vast territorial extent, reaching into zones of latitude and longitude having the climate and productions of almost every land under the sun, possessing all the natural resources and fertility of soil known to the world and to such extent as to be practically inexhaustible, all of which, collectively, constitute a great Nation, among the nations of the world; and, obviously, a country capable of supporting in peace, happiness and comfort, a population of five hundred million, or more.
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The present average population of the United States to the 
square mile, as compared with that of Japan and some of the 
European countries, and also with that of the individual 
states of the American Union, clearly establishes the fact that 
we have ample room for many additional millions of true, 
loyal and industrious home-building American citizens.

The total area of the United States, including Alaska and 
Hawaii, is 3,622,934 square miles, and the population is about 
112,000,000, an average of about 32 persons to the square mile. 
Japan has 360; England (including Wales) 709; France 200; 
Belgium 700; Switzerland 250; Italy 300; and Holland 450 
persons to the square mile. Rhode Island (the most densely 
populated of the States) has 407; Massachusetts 400; New 
York 195; Pennsylvania 140; Texas 15; California 16; Wyo
ming 11; Montana 11; and Hawaii 42 persons to the square 
mile.

If the United States were as densely populated as Japan, 
our population would be 1,304,256,240. Upon the same basis 
Alaska would have a population of 212,718,240; Texas 95,680,- 
800; California 57,009,600; Wyoming 35,127,000; Missouri 25,- 
002,000; Mississippi 16,851,600; Kansas 29,548,800 and Mon
tana 52,588,800.

With these pregnant and important facts before us, viewing 
the situation thus presented with all its present and future 
possibilities, we can, to some extent, realize, not only the un
limited opportunities now open, but also those held in store 
and in abeyance by the great mountains, which serve to 
gather and distribute in countless streams the water which 
refreshes and furnishes power to the other regions; the vast 
forests, which supply the world with timber; the rich mines of 
gold, silver, iron and coal; the immense oil resources; the fer
tile valleys, capable of supplying the world with food; the 
extensive plains amd regions reclaimed and subject to reclama
tion by irrigation; the immense regions suitable for grazing



5and pasturage; the great rivers, numerous streams and lakes; the fisheries and other natural resources of our country, all of which are awaiting further development by the labor, the skill, the industry, and the ingenuity of man, thus to contribute to the maintenance, prosperity, comfort and profit of five hundred million or more loyal, honest and industrious men and women desirous and capable of assuming the duties and obligations of American citizenship; men and women capable of being successfully assimilated by the native-born citizens of our country.The perpetuity of our national government and of the fundamental principles of freedom, liberty and equality upon which it is founded as well as the preservation of the great natural resources and possibilities of our country for its citizens, native-born and naturalized alike, and their descendants, render it not only important, but imperative, that no alien shall be admitted to American citizenship, unless it shall be made to appear to the satisfaction of the court admitting him, that he is in all respects worthy of such privilege.An eligible alien may be admitted to become a citizen of the United States in the following manner and not otherwise: He shall declare on oath before the clerk of any court authorized to naturalize aliens two years at least prior to his admission that it is bona fide his intention to become a citizen of the United States. Not less than two years nor more than seven years after he has made such -declaration of intention he shall make and file a petition in writing, signed by himself in his own handwriting, showing his qualifications for admission as a citizen of the United States.Having thus filed his declaration of intention and his petition to become a citizen of the United States, it is incumbent upon the applicant to satisfactorily show that immediately preceding the date of his application he has, not only resided continuously within the United States five years, and within



6the State or Territory, as the case may be, one year, but that during that time, as shown by his daily conduct, his mode of life, and his character in general, he has also behaved as a man of good moral character; that he is attached to the principles of the Constitution of the United States, and well disposed to the good order and happiness of the same; that he will, in all respects, be law-abiding, and loyal to the Government of the United States; and that he can speak the English language. And, also, before the court would be justified in admitting an alien to American citizenship, it should be clearly and satisfactorily shown that he is free from all taint of Anarchy, Bolshevism, “Red Radicalism,” and any other disturbing “isms,” inimical to American institutions; that he is not a disbeliever in or opposed to organized government, or a member of or affiliated with any organization or body of persons teaching disbelief in or opposed to organized government; that he is not a polygamist or a believer in the practice of polygamy; that he is in favor of law and order, industry and thrift, education and progress; that he understands and accepts the fundamental proposition that all persons, irrespective of race, color, creed, or sect, whether employer or employee, whether rich or poor, or of whatever station or condition in life, stand upon the same broad plane of absolute equality before the law. He must also understand that it is incumbent upon all persons, citizens and aliens alike, to admit, unhesitatingly, and without question, that whatever is law, is right; that no matter what the law or its subject matter may be, it should be obeyed and respected by all persons; that the law is essentially the foundation upon which civilized governments rest, without which they cannot exist; that if a law, as enacted by the law-making power of the land, is found to be unsatisfactory in its operation, or does not fulfill the requirements or expectations of the citizens, that they should seek its repeal or amendment through the proper channel and in



7the proper way; that, though a law may prove unsatisfactory in its operation, or fail to meet with the approval of certain classes of individuals, still, until it is repealed or amended, it should be obeyed and respected by all persons; and that the safety and perpetuity of our national existence would be jeopardized if each individual were permitted to determine for himself whether he would or would not obey the law as enacted.The duties of an American citizen, in general, are to obey and respect the laws and to defend the country in time of war against all other countries, and also to foster and encourage in others an unswerving loyalty to American ideals. To obey the law means obedience, not only to the letter, but to the spirit of the law. No one conforms to the spirit of the law who avoids service on juries, or who does not to the extent of his ability contribute to the support of our government by paying his taxes, or does not take his part in the election of public officers, or in voting upon public questions, or does not vote honestly and according to his conscience and for the best interests of the country, or accepts for his vote a bribe, or permits any one to in any way influence his vote against his conscience or against what he believes to be honest and right, or fails or neglects to prepare and inform himself so as. to be able to cast an intelligent and honest vote on every public question and for every officer whose election is before the people, or who does not use his influence as he may for honest and efficient government, or who encourages or countenances in any way any kind of dishonesty, graft, shirking, of inefficiency in the line of duty.It is essential, indeed, it is indispensable, to good citizenship that each and every American citizen read and thoroughly inform himself as to the history of our country. An important part of such reading necessarily includes the history of England. Every citizen should also know something of the gov-
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ernmental machinery and framework of our national, state, 
territorial and municipal governments, as well as the manner 
in which they are conducted. Woodrow Wilson has truly said: 
“No more vital truth was ever uttered than that freedom and 
free institutions cannot long be maintained by any people who 
do not understand the nature of their government.”

Every citizen should give most careful attention to that 
part of American history which deals with the causes and facts 
leading up to, as well as those parts covering and immediately 
following, the Revolutionary War, which resulted in a political 
separation of the thirteen English colonies in America from 
Great Britain and in the establishment of the American Union 
under the Constitution of the United States.

With the view of possibly rendering the alien desirous of be
coming an American citizen, as well as the new citizen, some 
assistance in the matter of familiarizing himself with his pros
pective or newly acquired rights and privileges, as well as the 
duties which will devolve upon him, as an American citizen, it 
is deemed proper in this connection to glance briefly at the his
tory of our country, giving more particular attention, however, 
to that part which may be appropriately termed the revolu
tionary period, extending from 1775 to 1789, which, neces
sarily, will include kindred matters and facts preceding and 
immediately following that period. Included in this revolu
tionary period were the exercise and enforcement of arbitrary 
government by Great Britain over the colonies; the adoption 
of the Declaration of Independence; the Revolutionary War; 
and those years of uncertainty and anxiety, immediately fol
lowing that war, from and out of which the Constitution final
ly emerged, uniting the American people of the several inde
pendent States into an indissoluble union—an independent 
Nation among the powers of the world.



CHAPTER II.
Discovery of America.

To a better understanding of the historical matters above 
alluded to, as well as those to follow, it is now deemed appro
priate to briefly glance at the early history of our country.

The history of the United States, in the broad sense, dates 
from the discovery of America by Christopher Columbus in 
1492. We are informed, however, by the Saga writers of Ice
land and Scandinavia that more than five centuries before the 
time of Columbus the Norsemen navigators discovered Green
land and touched upon the northeastern shores of the North 
American continent. This subject of the Norsemen voyages 
and discoveries, though it has engaged the attention of his
torians for a long time, has only within recent years been 
seriously and systematically studied.

Upon a careful reading of the Saga writings and the Ice
landic chronicles in the light of modern research we must con
clude that they are authentic, and come clearly within the 
realm of history. For present purposes, however, it is not 
deemed proper to go into the details respecting these Norse
men voyages and discoveries, but to merely touch upon some 
of the more prominent features as disclosed by the Icelandic 
chronicles. Thus, as we are thereby informed, in 876, one 
Gunnbjorn was driven by foul weather to some point on the 
coast of Greenland, where he and his crew passed the winter. 
In 983 Eric the Red set out to search for the land which 
Gunnbjorn had thus discovered, and during the next three 
years he explored the coasts of Greenland. At length he found
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a suitable place for a home at the head of Igaliko fiord, not 
far from the site of the modern Julianesliaab.

In about the year 1001, Leif Ericson, son of Eric the Red, 
visited the coast opposite Greenland, which was either Labra
dor or the northern coast of Newfoundland. From thence, 
keeping generally to the southward, this bold navigator came, 
after some days, to a thickly wooded coast, where he landed. 
The general opinion places this discovery upon the coast of 
Cape Breton Island or Nova Scotia. From thence, after sail
ing in a southerly course for more than two days, he came 
in sight of a strange land where he and his men passed the 
winter. Wild grapes were found in abundance and Leif called 
the country A inland. All the facts being duly considered 
would place this “Vinland” somewhere between Boston and 
Halifax.

In 1002 Leif’s brother, Thorvald, borrowed Leif’s ship and 
succeeded in finding Vinland and Leif’s huts, where his men 
spent two winters. In the intervening summer he and his men 
went on an exploring expedition along the coast, fell in with 
some savages in canoes, and got into a fight with them in 
which Thorvald was killed by an arrow.

The latest pre-Columbian voyage mentioned as having occur
red in the northern seas was that of the Polish pilot, John 
Szkolny, who, in the service of King Christian I. of Denmark, 
is said to have sailed to Greenland in 1476, and to have touch
ed upon the coast of Labrador.

It is not unreasonable to assume that during the long ages 
pieceding the time of Columbus, either by design or by acci
dent, both upon the Atlantic and the Pacific coasts, of which 
we have no record,' other discoveries were made. There is 
vague tradition to the effect that Bering’s Strait has been 
crossed and recrossed many times in ages long since passed. 
It has also been asserted that Japanese junks, in the 15th
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century, were driven ashore on the coast of what is now Ore
gon and California; and there is a story that in 1488 a cer
tain Jean Cousin, of Dieppe, while sailing down the west coast 
of Africa, was caught in a storm and blown across the At
lantic to Brazil.

Should the reader desire to pursue the matter of the Norse
men voyages and discoveries further he will find a full and 
complete history of them in Vol. 15 Norroena, Anglo-Saxon 
Classics, the Saga of the Northland. An account of the voyages 
to Vinland is also given in Vol. 43, Harvard Classics. John 
Fiske also writes interestingly upon this subject.

From a candid survey, however, of this entire subject of the 
Norsemen voyages and discoveries, it is clear that these early 
voyages were absolutely barren of results. No permanent 
colonies were established by reason of them, and they added 
nothing to scientific or geographical knowledge. Indeed, until 
modern writers brought the Icelandic chronicles and the Saga 
writings to light, the entire world, outside of Scandinavia and 
Iceland, was totally ignorant of them. And even in those 
countries the facts concerning these early voyages, being re
corded in manuscript, continued in the unnoticed possession 
of the descendants of these early navigators for several cen
turies, when they were finally rescued from oblivion. Another 
reason why Europe took no notice of these Norsemen voyages, 
if they were known, is the fact that the attention of the people, 
during this period, was directed toward Asia. They looked 
upon the Atlantic as a “Sea of Darkness” and mystery. To 
the people of Europe of that day and age the inhabited world 
was cut off on the west by this mysterious ocean, and on the 
south by the burning sands of Sahara.

For several centuries prior to the discovery of America 
there had existed in the minds of Europeans an intense desire 
to find some oceanic route from Europe to the remote shores 
of Asia. After many attempts and failures had been made by
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the navigators of that day to reach the Indies by sailing along 
the west coast of Africa, Christopher Columbus conceived a 
new method of solving the problem of an ocean route to the 
Indies. Contending that the earth was a globe, a bold asser
tion to make in’ that age, he proposed to reach the Indies by 
sailing westward upon the mysterious and unknown waters 
of the boisterous Atlantic.

It has been said that Columbus knew of the,Norsemen voy
ages, hence his reason for boldly venturing out upon the At
lantic on his voyage of discovery. There does not seem to be 
a single fact to support this theory. The entire life of Colum
bus as a navigator was wholly inconsistent with any such 
theory. If he had read the Saga, or if in any way he had 
obtained information of the early voyages of the Norsemen, 
and had wished to profit by such information, which would 
have been reasonable and natural, he would have sailed in a 
northwesterly course to Greenland or to other points mention
ed in the Saga, and not in a southwesterly course towards the 
Bahama Islands, as he did. This fact alone refutes the theory 
that Columbus had any such information. In this connection 
it is deemed pertinent to observe that Columbus in each of his 
three voyages, after the first, bore more to the southward than 
in the next preceding voyage, and, accordingly, discovered 
islands still farther to the southward, and thus, finally, touch
ing upon the shores of South and Central America. Obvious
ly, these voyages and discoveries by Columbus in southern seas 
were entirely incompatible with what his conduct would have 
been had he possessed any knowledge of land to the northward 
of the Bahamas.

It will be observed, upon consulting a map, that Palos, 
Spain, the port from which Columbus sailed on his first voy
age, is in about latitude 37 North; that Greenland lies be
tween parallels 60 and 80 North; and that Boston, the most
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southerly point supposed to have been touched by the Norse
men, is in about latitude 42 North; while San Salvador, the 
most northerly point touched by Columbus, is in about lati
tude 24 North. Moreover, there never was any protest or 
contention from any source on behalf of these early Norsemen 
voyages during the life of Columbus that he knew of them.

Christopher Columbus was born in the city of Genoa, Italy. 
The date of his birth, however, cannot be definitely fixed. The 
extreme limits assigned have been 1430 and 1456. Neither of 
these can be accepted. Washington Irving fixes the date at 
1435. John Fiske, 1436. In a valuable manuscript of the 
reign of Isabella and Ferdinand, written by Andres Bernaldes, 
the curate of Los Palacios, writing upon the subject of the 
discoveries of Columbus, he concludes with these words: “He 
died in Valladolid in the year 1506, in the month of May, in a 
good old age, being seventy years old, a little more or less.” 
Taking this statement of the curate and all the facts connect
ed with the life of Columbus into consideration, it appears 
reasonably certain that he was born either in 1435 or 1436.

On August 3, 1492, Columbus sailed from Palos, Spain, on 
his first voyage, which resulted in the discovery of America. 
He had under his command three small ships, the Santa Maria, 
the Pinta, and the Nina.

On the night of October 11, at about 10 o’clock, Columbus 
saw a distant light moving as if somebody were running along 
the shore with a torch. At two o’clock in the morning of Oc
tober 12 (N. S. 21), 1492, a sailor saw land distinctly, and 
soon after it was visible to all, a long, low coast about five 
miles distant. At daybreak the boats were lowered and Colum
bus, with a large part of his company, went ashore. The land 
thus discovered, was an island, one of the Bahamas. The 
natives called the island Guanahane. Columbus gave it the 
name of San Salvador. The English called it Cat Island.



14

Columbus, as already observed, made four voyages to the 
New World. Among the important discoveries made by him 
were San Salvador, Hayti, Porto Rico, Cuba, Trinidad, Ja
maica, the coast of South America near the mouth of the Ori- 
no co River, and Honduras, now one of the republics of Central 
America.

Columbus never saw, nor had any knowledge of the main
land of North America. At the time of his death the true 
significance of his discoveries had not even begun to dawn 
upon the mind of any voyager or any writer, and the world 
in general knew but little of them. It was supposed that he 
had found a new route to the Indies by sailing west, and that 
in the course of his achievement he had discovered some new 
islands, and, possibly, had touched upon terra firma.

It required many subsequent discoveries and two centuries 
or more to establish the value of the discoveries made by 
Columbus and to develop the New World into the form with 
which we are now familiar.

For over one hundred years after the coming of Columbus, 
America attracted only those who were seeking conquest and 
untold riches—adventurers who pursued the usual methods of 
fighting, burning, killing and enslaving the Indians of the 
New World. They went everywhere and settled nowhere. 
But, at about the close of the 16th and the beginning of the 
17th centuries, men who desired greater economic, personal, 
political and religious liberty—men who sought a homeland 
where they might dwell and live according to the dictates of 
their own conscience, enjoy the blessings of life, liberty, and 
the pursuit of happiness, settled in America. Of such type of 
men—honest, sincere and industrious—were our true Ameri
can forefathers.

Settlements were established in various parts of the country 
by the Spaniards, English, Dutch, French and Swedes. The 
first settlements within the region now included in the United
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States were made by the Spaniards. They built forts and 
founded settlements at St. Augustine, Florida, in 1565, and 
at Santa Fe, New Mexico, in 1582. The earliest permanent 
English settlement was made at Jamestown, Virginia, in 1607. 
With the exception of Georgia, the thirteen original colonies 
were all established before the end of the 17th century. 
Georgia was settled in 1733 by James Ogelthorpe. Thus, long- 
prior to the Revolutionary War, the English had acquired 
complete control and dominion over all the thirteen colonies, 
which later became the thirteen original states of the Ameri
can Union.



CHAPTER III.
The First Legislative Body in America.

Had the wise and liberal principles announced by Queen 
Elizabeth in 1584, as set forth in a patent to Sir Walter Ra
leigh for lands in America, been adhered to by her successors, 
there would have been no reason for the American Revolution. 
In the patent referred to it was agreed that the English colo
nies which should be planted in America “should have all the 
privileges of free denizens and persons native of England, in 
such ample manner as if they were born and personally resi
dent in our said realm of England,” and that the people of 
those colonies should be governed by such laws as they might 
choose to establish, provided that such laws “conform as near 
as conveniently may be with those of England, and do not 
oppugn the Christian faith, or anyway withdraw the people 
of those lands from our allegiance.” In this announcement by 
Queen Elizabeth there was an unequivocal acknowledgment 
of the rights'of self-government, which rights were wholly ig
nored by her successors, including George III.

While the lands to be thus colonized were designated as 
those extending from the thirty-third to the fortieth parallel 
north latitude, however, as a matter of fact, the whole country 
from Cape Fear, South Carolina, to Halifax, Nova Scotia, was 
first named Virginia, in honor of Queen Elizabeth (the virgin 
queen), after its discovery by Raleigh.

Queen Elizabeth having died in 1603, she was succeeded on 
the throne by James I. King James was naturally despotic 
and illiberal, and it followed that the government of Virginia, 
the only English colony then in America, under his rule and
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that of the governors sent ont by him, was despotic and illib
eral. But little thought or time was bestowed upon matters 
pertaining to the welfare of the colonists.

Finally, that innate spirit of independence and inherent de
sire, as well as the ability for self-government, which is char
acteristic of the Anglo-Saxon race, prompted the colonists to 
action. Accordingly, in 1619, they asserted their rights as 
Englishmen and petitioned the King that they be permitted to 
inaugurate and exercise the right of self-government, and they 
so vehemently urged their petition upon the King that he 
finally, though reluctantly, instructed the governor to issue 
writs for an election of a General Assembly. Thus, on July 
30, 1619, the first legislative body of Englishmen in America 
was called together in the little wooden church at Jamestown 
in the colony of Virginia.

In this General Assembly eleven local constituencies were 
represented under the various designations of city, plantation, 
and hundred; and each constituency sent two representatives, 
called burgesses, so that the assembly was called from 1619 
to 1776 the HOUSE OF BURGESS. The extent of the colony 
up the James River was about seventy miles from its mouth, 
and laterally five or six miles inland from either bank, with a 
sparse population. Such was the first American self-govern
ing state at its beginning.

In this connection it is proper to observe that with the gov
ernor and deputy-governor there was an appointed upper house 
called the council; and that the governor, with the council, 
and the House of Burgesses, altogether constituted a General 
Assembly.



CHAPTER IV.

The First Colonial Union in America.

During a long period of years next preceding the year 1643, 
the settlements of New England had gradually spread over 
a wide territory as the result of conflicting and mutually in
tolerant religious views held by the respective sects among 
the people, each sect forming a separate and distinct settle
ment apart from all others. But, notwithstanding these con
flicting views as to religion, the people fully realized the ad
visability, if not the absolute necessity, of some sort of a 
political union or confederation among these widespread and 
distinct settlements.

This feeling of necessity for a confederation among the settle
ments was prompted to some extent by the depredations of the 
Indians and the hostility of the Dutch at New Amsterdam and 
Fort Orange, but there was another and more important 
reason which strongly tended to unite the people of the various 
settlements into a confederacy for their mutual protection and 
defense, and this was the possibility of a conflict with the 
French. For many years during the early part of the 17th 
century the people of New England, with the French colonies 
at the north with their extensive Indian alliances, saw in 
them a rival and menacing power which was likely in the 
course of time to prove troublesome. With a view to more 
efficient self-defense, therefore, the four colonies of Massachu
setts, Plymouth, Connecticut, and New Haven, by their re
spective commissioners, on September 7, 1643, jointly and sev
erally entered into Articles of Confederation, whereby they 
formed themselves into a league, or loose confederacy, under



19the style of “The United Colonies of New England.” The chief authority under these Articles was conferred upon a general assembly or congress composed of two commissioners from each colony. The commissioners were chosen annually at an election where all free men voted by ballot. They were required to meet once every year. There was no president other than the presiding officer of the assembly, and he had no executive powers. This confederation constituted the first colonial union in America.



CHAPTER V.

Tiie French and Indian War.

The great conflict in Europe, which continued from 1756 
to 1763, known as “The Seven Years’ War,” originated in the 
disputes and conflicting territorial claims between the French 
and English colonists in America. Growing out of these 
disputes and conflicting territorial claims there were four wars 
between the French and English in America, which occurred 
in the period of exploration and settlement in the 17th and 
18th centuries, to be exact, between 1689 and 1763.

The French had settled chiefly on the St. Lawrence and Mis
sissippi Rivers, and based their claims upon the theory that a 
settlement at the source of a river gave title to the entire 
basin, while the English held the view that a settlement on 
the Atlantic coast extended their right and title across the 
continent to the Pacific Ocean. Thus, an expansion of the 
respective colonies to the westward and the southward pur
suant to these conflicting theories, prompted the rival claim
ants to build forts on the frontier, which soon brought on 
active hostilities.

The first of this series of hostilities, known as King Wil
liam’s War, began in 1689 and ended with the treaty of Rvs- 
wick, in 1697.

The second of the series, known as Queen Anne’s War, be
gan in 1702 and ended with the treaty of Utrecht, in 1713.

The third of the series, known as King George’s War, began 
in 1711 and ended with the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle in 1718.

We now come to the fourth of the series, respecting which, 
the first three wars above mentioned merely served as a pro-

t
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gressive prelude. The causes were the same, but the lapse of 
time served to intensify the animosity between the rival claim
ants.

After two centuries or more of voyages, discoveries, explora
tions, and precarious settlements, the English had finally suc
ceeded in establishing their colonies on the Atlantic slope of 
what is now a part of the United States. Within the same 
period the French had also succeeded in establishing their 
settlements on the northern shores of the St. Lawrence in 
what is now Canada. Thus, west of the Alleghany mountains 
and south of the St. Lawrence and the Great Lakes, there was 
a vast region of unoccupied country, except Indians and a few 
scattered settlements and trading posts. The French, how
ever, as time went on, pushed their way westward and south
ward ; first along the shores of the Great Lakes, then to the 
headwaters of the Wabash, the Illinois, the Wisconsin, and 
the St. Croix; then down these streams to the Mississippi, and 
thence to the Gulf of Mexico. As they proceeded in their 
migrations they established settlements and military posts at 
a number of important points.

The English also at an early date began to extend their set
tlements to the west of the Alleghany Mountains and along 
the Ohio River and into this much coveted region, and occa
sionally coming in conflict with the French and Indians. With 
the lapse of time, together with the mutual aggressions and 
conflicting interests, the feelings and conduct of the rival 
settlers and colonists became more antagonistic. Finally, in 
1754, as the result of these antagonistic feelings and conflict
ing' claims and settlements, urged on by the long-standing 
national animosity which existed between France and Eng
land, the French and English colonies in America became 
involved in that conflict known as THE FRENCH AND IN
DIAN AVAR.
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In March, 1754, a little party of Englishmen on an explor
ing expedition having reached the confluence of the Alleghany 
and the Monongahela, there built the first rude stockade on 
the site of what is now Pittsburgh. As soon as the approach
ing spring broke the ice in the Alleghany, a French fleet of 
boats swept down the river to the point mentioned, and their 
force was such that it was useless for the little band of Eng
lishmen to offer resistance. Their only alternative was to 
surrender and withdraw from the country. The French im
mediately occupied the place, built barracks, and laid the 
foundation of Fort du Quesne. To recapture this place by 
force of arms, Colonel George Washington, then but 22 years 
of age, with a little army of frontier soldiers, like himself, set 
out from Wills Creek in April, 1754, to build a fort at the 
source- of the Ohio, and to repel all who interrupted the Eng
lish settlements in that country. Negotiations had failed; 
remonstrance had been tried in vain; the possession of the 
disputed territory was now to be determined by the harsher 
methods of war. Thus proceeding, Washington, on May 26th, 
reached Great Meadows, where he was informed that the 
French were on the march to attack him. He immediately 
erected a stockade and named it Fort Necessity. He then 
determined to strike the first blow. The French, it seems, had 
concealed themselves in the forest, and Washington having 
discovered their hiding-place, they flew to arms. “Fire!” was 
the command of Washington, and the first volley of the great 
war resounded through the forest.

England now determined to send an army to America, to 
accept the services of such troops as the colonies might be 
able to furnish, and to protect the frontier against the aggres
sions of the French. Accordingly, General Braddock was or
dered to proceed to America with two regiments of regulars. 
Having arrived in America, on May 31, 1755, he set out from 
Fort Cumberland to retake Fort du Quesne from the
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Trench. Colonel Washington with his frontier soldiers form
ed a part of Braddock’s army. On July 9th, being within 12 
miles of Fort du Quesne, Braddock was attacked from ambush 
by the French and Indians. The battle began with a panic on 
the part of the English. They fired constantly, but could see 
no enemy. Out of 82 officers, 26, including Braddock himself, 
were killed. An orderly retreat, under Washington, began 
at once. This battle is known as Braddock’s defeat.

Without going further into detail, suffice it to say, during 
the first three years of the war France was remarkably suc
cessful. At the close of the year 1757, France possessed twenty 
times as much American territory as England, and five times 
as much as England and Spain together. But in the latter 
part of 1757, William Pitt was placed at the head of the 
British ministry and a new spirit was at once diffused in the 
management and conduct of the war. The tide had turned; it 
only remained for General WTolfe to achieve the final victory.

The French, under command of General Montcalm, held the 
city of Quebec, which they deemed well-nigh impregnable. 
The intrepid Wolfe, however, by his military skill and genius, 
on the night of September 12, 1759, silently moved down the 
St. Lawrence, under the dark shadows of the overhanging 
hanks, to a place called Wolfe’s Cove. With great difficulty 
the soldiers clambered up the precipice, reachin,g the Plains 
of Abraham, in the rear of the city, where, at early dawn the 
next morning, was fought one of the historic battles of the 
world. The British were victorious. Both General Wolfe 
and General Montcalm lost their lives in this great battle. 
As a result of the battle on the Plains of Abraham, Quebec 
was surrendered to the English. Soon after, Montreal fell, 
thus completing the conquest of Canada.

It is narrated that, while descending the river on the night 
before the battle, Wolfe, standing in the bow of his boat, re
peated over and over to his comrades from Gray’s Elegy:
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The boast of heraldry, the pomp of power, 
And all that beauty, all that wealth e’er gave, 
Await alike the inevitable hour:—
The paths of glory lead but to the grave.

On February 10, 1763, a treaty of peace was signed at Paris, 
thus ending the French and Indian War, one of the most im
portant in the history of mankind. By the sweeping terms 
of the treaty France lost her entire possessions in America.

By this conflict, it was determined that the language, laws, 
and liberties of the Anglo-Saxon race should forever prevail 
in the vast domains of North America.



CHAPTER VI.
Tuf. Revolutionary War.Historians are in accord in their designation of the American Revolution as one of the most heroic events in the history of mankind. It is deemed appropriate to examine briefly the principal causes of that historic conflict, which, finally, resulted in the independence of the American States. The first and most general cause was the claim and exercise of the right of arbitrary government by Great Britain over the colonies, which right was denied and resisted by the colonists. Another cause of the conflict was the personal character of George III. He was despotic, stubborn, and unreasonable. He, seemingly, had no idea of human rights, and was wholly unable to appreciate the value of civil liberty. In the language of the Declaration of Independence, he was “totally unworthy the head of a civilized nation.”Let us now notice briefly some of the parliamentary acts which served to stimulate the spirit and desire of the colonists for independence. In 1733 Parliament passed what was known as the Importation Act. By this Act exorbitant duties were laid on all the sugar, molasses and other articles imported into the colonies; the object being to force the colonists to purchase these articles in England rather than in the West Indies where they were produced. In 1750 it was also enacted that ironworks should not be erected in America, the purpose being, that the colonists would be obliged to purchase all metallic articles in Great Britain; and the manufacture of steel was forbidden, and the felling of pine trees, outside of enclosures, was prohibited, thus preventing the manufacture



26of lumber. All these laws were disregarded and denounced by the colonists as being unjust and tyrannical. So that in 1761, a strenuous effort was made by England to enforce the Importation Act of 1733. The colonial courts were authorized to issue to the King’s officers a peculiar kind of search warrant, called a writ of assistance. This writ enabled the holder to search any place, to break down doors, open safes, trunks and boxes, and seize goods at will. The legality of these writs, was denied by James Otis, who, in a powerful argument induced the court to declare the writs illegal. In his argument,. Otis, for the first time in America, boldly asserted that “taxation without representation is tyranny.”There can be no doubt but that the argument of Otis and the holding of the courts with him that these writs of assistance were illegal served as a reason for the adoption of the fourth amendment to the Constitution of the United States, which reads: “The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, and effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no warrants shall issue,, but upon probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be searched, and the persons or things to be seized.”Otis also denounced the parliamentary acts above alluded to as being unconstitutional, having been enacted by Parliament without American representation.Again, in 1763, the British officers sought to enforce the payment of duty on sugar and molasses by the seizure and confiscation of all vessels engaged in the importation of these articles of commerce; but Samuel Adams, at a town-meeting held in Boston, made a powerful argument, showing conclusively, that under the British Constitution “taxation and representation were inseparable.”In 1765, Parliament, having become bolder and more reckless in disregard of the rights of the colonists, passed the cele^
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brated Stamp Act, which provided that every note, bond, deed, 
mortgage, lease, license, and legal document of whatever sort, 
required in the colonies, should, after the first day of Novem
ber, 1765, be executed on paper bearing an English stamp, 
which paper was to be furnished by the British Government; 
and for each sheet of this paper the colonists were required 
to pay a sum varying, according to the nature of the docu
ment, from three pence to six pounds. The colonists abso
lutely refused to use this paper or the stamps.

The feeling of the colonists against the King and the British 
Government (not against the English peoj^le) became intense. 
It was proposed that each colony, acting without leave of the 
King, should appoint delegates who should meet and discuss 
public affairs. Nine of the colonies appointed delegates; and 
•on October 7, 1765, the first Colonial Congress assembled in 
New York. After much discussion, a Declaration of Rights 
was adopted, setting forth that the American colonists, as 
Englishmen, could not and would not consent to be taxed 
but by their own representatives.

On March 18, 1766, Parliament repealed the Stamp Act, add
ing thereto, however, a resolution declaring that Parliament 
had the right to bind the colonies in all cases whatsoever.

On June 29, 1767, Parliament passed an act imposing a 
duty on all glass, paper, painters’ colors, and tea which should 
thereafter be imported into the colonies. The resentment of 
the Americans burst out anew. An agreement not to purchase 
British goods was entered into by the American merchants. 
The opposition to this last act became so strong that General 
Gage was ordered to bring from Halifax a regiment of regu
lars and overawe the “insurgent” people. On October 1, 
1768, the troops, 700 strong, marched into Boston. Of the 
various occurrences during this exciting period, the most seri
ous was that of March 5, 1770, in Boston. A crowd of people 
surrounded Captain Preston’s company of the city guard,
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hooted at them, and dared them to fire, and finally they did 
fire, killing three of the citizens and wounding several others. 
This, known as the Boston Massacre, created a profound sen
sation.

Parliament now passed an act repealing all duties on Ameri
can imports except that on tea. The people pledged them
selves to use no more tea until the duty should be removed. 
The authorities at Charleston, New York, Philadelphia, and 
Boston, acting in perfect harmony with the sentiments of the 
people, would not permit the tea sent out from England to 
be landed.

On the evening of December 16, 1773, in Boston, fifty men 
disguised as Indians marched to the wharf where some tea 
ships were anchored, boarded the vessels and emptied 340 
chests of tea into the bay. This occurrence is known as the 
“Boston Tea Party.” Many other matters might be related, 
but, suffice it to say that the trend of events had now reached 
a point where it was clear that the King was fully determined, 
if possible, to force the Americans to submit to his will, while 
it was equally clear that the colonists would resist to the 
utmost. The gravity of the situation thus presented requir
ed concerted action on the part of the entire country. New 
York proposed a Continental Congress, which proposal was 
accepted by the other colonies. Delegates to the Congress 
having been chosen, the first Continental Congress assembled 
on September 5, 1774, at the Hall of the Company of Car
penters, in Philadelphia.

Peyton Randolph of Virginia, was chosen president; George- 
Washington, John and Samuel Adams, Robert R. and Philip 
Livingston, John and Edward Rutledge, Samuel Chase, Ed
mund Pendleton, Richard Henry Lee, John Dickinson, and 
Patrick Henry took part in the proceedings. After four weeks 
of deliberation they agreed upon a declaration of rights, claim
ing for the American people “a free and exclusive power of
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legislation in their provincial legislatures, where their rights 
of legislation could alone be preserved in all cases of taxation 
and internal polity.”

While the Continental Congress was, at all times, composed 
of able and patriotic men, by reason of its inherent lack of 
power, it was little more than an advisory body of delegates. 
It could only recommend to the different states to raise their 
respective quotas of men and money and each state gave heed 
to such requests according to its ability or inclination.

The British government having, no doubt, reached the con
clusion that the people of America were very much in earnest, 
directed General Gage to reduce them by force. War was now 
imminent, and preparations were, accordingly, hurriedly made. 
The people of Boston, as soon as the intention of General 
Gage was known, concealing their ammunition in carts, con
veyed it to Concord. Gage, discovering that the Americans 
had thus moved their ammunition, dispatched 800 men, at 
about midnight, April 18, 1775, directing them to proceed to 
Concord and take possession of the ammunition. As soon as 
they set out for Concord, the people of Boston were aroused 
by the ringing of bells and the firing of cannon; and we now 
have the midnight ride of Paul Revere:

He said to his friend, ‘If the British march
By land or sea from the town tonight, 
Hang a lantern aloft in the belfry arch 
Of the North Church tower as a signal light,— 
One, if by land, and two, if by sea; 
And I on the opposite shore will be, 
Ready to ride and spread the alarm 
Through every Middlesex village and farm, 
For the country folk to be up and to arm.’

Early the next morning, April 19, 1775, the British met the 
Americans at Lexington and shots were exchanged, eight
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Americans were killed, and two or three British were wound
ed. The British moved on to Concord, and here another en
gagement occurred, adding to the killed on both sides, after 
which the British set out for Boston. They were followed by 
the Americans, who kept up a constant fire, killing and wound
ing a large number of the British. Thus the first battle of 
the Revolutionary War had been fought, with the advantage,, 
apparently, on the side of the Americans. Elated and encour
aged by the success at Lexington, the Americans, under Ethan 
Allen, a Green Mountain Boy, now eagerly threw themselves 
into the conflict, and on May 10th captured Ticonderoga. The 
British were completely surprised, and the stronghold was tak
en without a blow. As the Commandant jumped out of bed,, 
half awake, he confusedly inquired of Allen by whose author
ity he was acting: “In the name of the Great Jehovah and 
the Continental CongressI” roared Allen. On the same day 
Crown Point surrendered to another Green Mountain Boy,. 
Seth Warner.

On June 17, 1775, the historic battle of Bunker Hill was. 
fought. The Americans, about 1800 in number, under General 
Putnam, had intrenched themselves on Bunker Hill. The 
British, under Generals Howe and Pigot, a force of 3000 vete
ran soldiers, made three separate assaults upon the Ameri
cans. In the first two of these assaults they were repulsed 
by the Americans, but in the third the Americans, for lack 
of ammunition, were slowly driven from their position, and 
Bunker Hill passed into the hands of the British.

In this battle the British loss in killed and wounded was. 
1051, or more than one-third of the whole force engaged. Tlie 
American loss was 449, about one-fourth of the entire force 
engaged.

While the Americans were forced to surrender their posi
tion on Bunker Hill, the moral effect of the battle was clearly 
in their favor. “I wish we could sell them another hill at:
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the same price,” said General Greene. Vergennes, the French 
minister of foreign affairs, exclaimed that with two more such 
victories England would have no army left in America. Wash
ington said there could now be no doubt that the liberties of 
the people were secure. While Franklin declared that Eng
land had lost her colonies forever.



CHAPTER VII.

The Declaration of Independence.

On June 10, 1776, a little more than a year after the Revolu
tionary War began, the delegates of the United Colonies of 
New Hampshire, Massachusetts, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Caro
lina, and Georgia, in Congress assembled, at Philadelphia, re
solved that a committee should be appointed to prepare a 
declaration to the following effect: “That the United Colonies 
are, and of right ought to be, free and independent States; 
that they are absolved from all allegiance to the British 
crown; and that all political connection between them and the 
State of Great Britain is, and ought to be, totally dissolved.”

The committee chosen for the purpose of preparing the 
Declaration was composed of Thomas Jefferson, John Adams, 
Benjamin Franklin, Roger Sherman, and Robert R. Livingston. 
This committee reported a draft of the Declaration on June 
28th, and on July 2nd, the Congress, by resolution, declared 
the colonies free and independent. The second day of July is, 
therefore, really Independence Day. With regard to this 
resolution, John Adams, on the night after it was passed by 
the Congress, wrote his wife, that it was on this day that 
future generations would celebrate, saying: “The second day 
of July, 1776, will be the most memorable epoch in the his
tory of America,” It was on July 4, 1776, however, the anni
versary of which day we now celebrate, that the memorable 
and historic document, written by Thomas Jefferson, which 
formally expresses American Independence, was adopted by 
the assembled delegates.



33

The essential part, indeed, the very essence, of the Declara
tion of Independence, and which is fundamental, reads as 
follows: “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men 
are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with 
certain inalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, 
and the pursuit of Happiness. That to secure these rights, 
Governments are instituted among men, deriving their just 
powers from the consent of the governed.”



CHAPTER VIII.
Three Kinds of Government in the Colonies.

At the time of the Declaration of Independence there were 
three kinds of government in the colonies. Connecticut and 
Rhode Island were republics, with governors and legislatures 
elected by the people. The only evidence of royalty to be 
observed was the appearance of the King’s name on legal 
documents. Pennsylvania, Delaware and Maryland presented 
the appearance of limited hereditary monarchies. Their legis
latures were chosen by popular vote, but the Lords proprietary 
appointed their governors, or acted as governors themselves. 
In Maryland the office of Lord proprietary was hereditary 
in the Calvert family ; in Pennsylvania and Delaware, which, 
though distinct commonwealths with separate legislatures, had 
the same executive head, which was hereditary in the Penn 
family. The other eight colonies, New Jersey, Georgia, New 
York, Virginia, New Hampshire, North Carolina, South Caro
lina, and Massachusetts, were vice-royalties, with governors 
appointed by the King,, while in all alike the people elected 
the legislatures. Accordingly, in Connecticut and Rhode Is
land no change in form of government was made necessary by 
the Revolution, beyond the mere omission of the King’s name 
from legal documents; and their charters, which dated from 
the middle of the 17tli century, continued to do duty as state 
constitutions till far into the 19tli century. The charter which 
Connecticut obtained in 1662 was so liberal in its terms, and 
being republican in form, no changes were needed in it when 
she was admitted into the American Union. Nor was it alter
ed until 1818, when the present constitution of the state was
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adopted. The charter granted Rhode Island in 1663 remained 
the fundamental law of the colony and state until 1842, when 
a new constitution was adopted. During the Revolutionary 
War all the other states framed new constitutions.



CHAPTER IX.

The Battle of Saratoga.

During the early part of the war the Americans had many 
difficulties and heartrending discouragements to contend with. 
They had been defeated in the battle of Long Island, August 
27, 1776, and at White Plains, October the 28tli. Forts Wash
ington and Lee, defenses of the Hudson, were both lost, and 
the Americans retreated through New Jersey; but Washington 
returned, and in a measure, retrieved the situation, winning 
the battle of Trenton, December 26, 1776, and that of Prince
ton, January 3, 1777. But again, on September the 11th, he 
was beaten by Howe on the Brandywine, and on October the 
1th, the Americans were defeated at Germantown. Finally, 
however, on October 17, 1777, in the battle of Saratoga, the 
Americans, under General Gates, defeated the British under 
General Burgovne. Historians are agreed that the battle of 
Saratoga was 1lie turning-point in the war in favor of the 
Americans. The importance of the battle of Saratoga was, 
in particular, its influence upon the French in favor of Amer
ica. It also extended the military advantages of the Ameri
cans in the state of New York, and it gave them new hope 
and courage, elements of which they were much in need.

While the independence of the United States was not yet 
won, there being four years more of sore distress and hope de
ferred, including the dark and dreary winter of 1777-78 at 
Valley Forge, still, the triumph of the Americans at Saratoga 
set in motion a train of events from which final success was 
destined to follow. Thus, France, no doubt influenced by the 
victory of the Americans at Saratoga, on February 6, 1778,
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acknowledged the independence of the United States and en
tered into relations of friendship with the new nation. Final
ly, after a most heroic struggle, extending over a period of 
almost seven years, the Americans achieved their freedom and 
the independence of their country when, on October 19, 1781, 
at Yorktown, Virginia, the British under Lord Cornwallis sur
rendered to General George Washington.



CHAPTER X.

Treaty of Peace Between England and America.

On September 3, 1783, by the treaty of peace, signed at 
Paris, Great Britain formally acknowledged the independence 
of the United States in these words: “His Britannic Majesty 
acknowledges the said United States to be free, sovereign and 
independent States.”

The British army having had possession of New York City 
during the entire war and pending the negotiations of the 
treaty of peace, early in August, 1783, Sir Guy Carlton, in 
command, received instructions to evacuate. By November 
25tli, the British army was embarked and then disappeared. 
As the British departed from Manhattan Island on the south, 
the Americans entered on the north. November 25th was long 
remembered in New York as “Evacuation Day.”

The war being thus at an end, each nation resumed the 
paths of peace. Very soon there was no lack of cordiality 
between the people of Great Britain and the United States by 
reason of the war. Such are the characteristics of the Anglo- 
Saxon people. The people of England and America are to
day close friends and allies. One of the most encouraging 
elements in the advancement of civilization, is the fact, that 
in all matters of difference between England and America, 
such matters, though often of grave importance, have been 
amicably adjusted by diplomacy and arbitration. Thus, the 
sway of reason, justice and common sense may rule the world.

Although the Revolutionary War resulted in a complete 
political separation between Great Britain and the United 
States, yet, they were so strongly bound together by the ties of
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blood and kindred, as well as by those of commerce and trade, 
that no question of political union or severance could per
manently affect them. For more than one hundred years now, 
the international boundary line, three thousand miles in 
length, extending across the American Continent, between the 
United States and Canada, without a single fortification, has- 
presented a conspicuous object lesson to the entire world in. 
the interest of universal peace.



CHAPTER XI.

Articles of Confederation.

Three weeks before the Declaration of Independence was 
adopted, the same Continental Congress which adopted the 
Declaration of Independence, appointed a committee to draw 
np the “Articles of Confederation and perpetual union.’’ 
The committee finished its work on July 12, 1776, but the 
Articles were not adopted by the Congress until July 9, 1778, 
and they were not finally adopted and put into operation by 
all the states until March 1, 1781.

From the beginning of the Revolutionary War up to July 
9, 1778, when the Articles of Confederation were adopted by 
the Continental Congress, the war had been carried on with
out any real or tangible form of national government. It has 
been said concerning this period, which also applies to some 
extent to that part of American history under the Articles of 
Confederation after their adoption by all the states on March 
1, 1<81, that the states were held together only by their fears 
and the dire necessities incident to war.

The so-called government under the Articles of Confedera
tion was a loose union of Independent States. It was rather 
an association than a government. The executive and legisla
tive powers were vested in a Congress,—a body composed of 
not less than two nor more than seven representatives from 
each State. The sovereignty was reserved to the individual 
States. There was no chief magistrate of the Confederacy; 
and no general judiciary was provided for. For a little more 
than three years after the treaty of peace, from 1783 to 1787,



41public affairs were, as history informs us, in a condition bordering on chaos. The imperiled state of the country was viewed with alarm by the sagacious patriots who had carried the Revolutionary War to a successful termination. The Confederacy in that dark hour of its history was a country with a ruined credit, a bankrupt treasury, a disordered finance, a weak and unstable government, a distracted commerce, a disintegrating people, thirteen States with no definite governmental purpose, and with little or no confidence on the part of the people in the general government. It was seen that unless the Articles of Confederation could be replaced with a better system, the country would go to ruin. On more than one occasion during this precarious period the country was on the verge of anarchy. From experience the American people had been brought to a full realization of the inherent weakness of the Articles of Confederation and of the impotency of ♦the government under them. Hence, they desired a stronger central government to rule in national affairs, but without taking away the power of the States to rule in local affairs. It was obvious that the chaotic condition of public affairs was such, that unless some immediate, heroic and concerted action was taken by the patriotic men of the country, all that had been gained by the successful termination of the war would be irretrievably lost.



CHAPTER XII.

The Constitution of the United States.

The country being thus confronted with the deplorable situa
tion just mentioned, the Congress invited the legislatures of 
the several states to appoint delegates to a convention to be 
held on May II, 1787, in Philadelphia, for the purpose of re
vising the Articles of Confederation. All the States, except 
Rhode Island, responded to this call. Delegates from a major
ity of the States, however, did not attend on the appointed 
day, nor until May 25th, on which day, the convention assem
bled in Independence Hall, Philadelphia, unanimously elected 
George Washington as its President and thereupon proceeded * 
with its work. After prolonged discussion a committee was 
appointed to “revise the Articles of Confederation.” Early in 
September, the work being completed, the committee made its 
report, and that report was the CONSTITUTION OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, which report was, on Sep
tember 17, 1787, adopted by the convention. At the same time 
it was resolved to send copies of the proposed Constitution to 
the several legislatures for their ratification or rejection. It 
will thus be observed, although the convention was called for 
the express purpose of revising the Articles of Confederation 
and a committee was appointed for that purpose, both the 
committee and the convention itself, entirely ignored the Arti
cles of Confederation, for which the American pedple are and 
well may be grateful.

Thus, the fathers of our country—conspicuously, George 
Washington, James Madison, Janies Wilson, Benjamin Frank
lin and Alexander Hamilton, by their wisdom and unselfish



43patriotism, and with much labor, perplexity and anxiety, after a period of four months of absolute seclusion from the public in carrying on their great work, and after prolonged secret sessions and discussions extending from May to September,, finally, on the 17th day of September, 1787, placed in the hands of the American people the proposed Constitution, which was destined to become the Magna Charta of their liberty, their rights, and their unity as a people. There was, however, much opposition to the adoption of the Constitution, chiefly on the ground that it gave too much power to the central or federal government. The separate states had their separate interests, their local pride, and their jealousy of centralized power. The last of these considerations was the most difficult to overcome. But, with the ability, power and influence of Washington, Hamilton, Madison, Jay, Franklin and others, and particularly by the force and logic of the arguments as set forth in the “Federalist,” the Constitution was adopted and became the supreme law of the land—the organic law of a nation composed of separate and distinct commonwealths.The Constitution of the United States, unquestionably, is the greatest and most comprehensive fundamental instrument of government ever conceived and formulated by the mind of man in the interest of human liberty, human rights, and human equality before the law. It has been the model for every constitution formulated by civilized countries since its adoption by the American people. It provides for a free government by free men and free women. Under it there is freedom of thought, freedom of speech, freedom of the press, freedom of worship, and freedom of action, within the law, and individual liberty is only restrained to the extent that the general welfare requires.Under the Constitution, which guarantees to us a republican form of government, there is no reason or excuse for revolt, no necessity for resort to violence, and under no pre-
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text whatsoever can a deliberate violation of law be justified. 
The sovereign power of the country is in the hands of the peo
ple,—the ballot being the fitting and appropriate instrument 
by which that sovereign power may and rightfully should be 
exercised; and if properly exercised the liberty and security 
of the citizen is safe. The Constitution not only guarantees 
our liberty, but security of our rights. Indeed, there can be no 
liberty without security of rights, and there can be no security 
of rights without the supremacy of law and the majesty of 
just government. In the Americanism of the Constitution 
there is neither fear nor favor, but equal rights to all. Our 
American course under the Constitution is liberty and justice 
according to law, and freedom enjoyed in righteous restraint. 
With Americans, in all governmental matters, national and 
local, the Constitution is their Bible. The Constitution secures 
to the people protection of life, liberty and property—which 
cannot be taken away except by due process of law; security 
of contracts—which cannot be impaired; and equal protection 
of laws—which cannot be denied to any man.

William Ewart Gladstone, the eminent English statesman, 
said, speaking of our Constitution: “It is the greatest work 
ever struck off at any time by the mind and purpose of man.” 

James Bryce, the noted author and statesman, and late Am
bassador from England to the United States, thus comments 
upon this marvelous instrument: “The Constitution of the 
United States is a document of the first importance in the his
tory of the world, because it has not only determined the 
course of events in the American Republic, but has also influ
enced, or become a model for, other constitutions, such as 
those of Switzerland (1848 and 1874), Canada (1867), Aus
tralia (1900), besides Mexico and the numerous republics of 
South and Central America. After all deductions, it ranks 
above every other written constitution, for the. intrinsic excel
lence of its scheme, its adaptation to the circumstances of the
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people, the simplicity, brevity, and precision of its language, 
its judicious mixture of definiteness in principle with elasticity 
in details.”

The seventh article of the Constitution reads as follows:
“The ratification of the conventions of nine States shall be 

sufficient for the establishment of this Constitution between 
the States so ratifying the same.”

The Constitution, however, was ratified by eleven States as 
follows:

Delaware, December 6, 1787; Pennsylvania, December 12, 
1787; New Jersey, December 18, 1787; Georgia, January 2, 
1788; Connecticut, January 9, 1788; Massachusetts, February 
6, 1788; Maryland, April 28, 1788; South Carolina, May 23, 
1788; New Hampshire, June 21, 1788; Virginia, June 25, 1788; 
New York, July 26, 1788.

The Constitution having been ratified, late in the year 1788, 
the Congress of the old and expiring Confederacy made appro
priate provisions for the new government, which was about to 
come into existence, by voting that presidential electors should 
be chosen on the first Wednesday in January, 1789; that the 
electors so chosen should meet and cast their votes for Presi
dent on the first Wednesday in February, 1789; and that the 
Senate and House of Representatives should assemble on the 
first Wednesday in March, 1789, on which date, March the 
4tli, the Constitution of the United States became effective, 
and the Federal Government, accordingly, went into opera-, 
tion. It was also determined by the old Congress that the seat 
of government should be in the City of New York until other
wise ordered by the new Congress.

George Washington, who was elected as the first President • 
of the United States, did not reach New York City until after 
the Constitution became effective. He was duly inaugurated 
as President on April 30, 1789. Washington, therefore, did
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not actually serve as President eight years, two full terms, but 
■only seven years, ten months and four days.

North Carolina did not ratify the Constitution until No
vember 21, 1789, and Rhode Island, not until May 29, 1790.

It may be observed in this connection, that of the thirteen 
States, only ten of them participated in the first election of 
George Washington to the Presidency. The missing States of 
the so-called “original 13” were New York, North Carolina, 
and Rhode Island. As to the last two mentioned States, it 
will be observed that they did not ratify the Constitution until 
after Washington was elected and inaugurated as President, 
the Constitution having then been in full force and effect for 
a considerable period of time. New York, however, while she 
was one of the eleven states which ratified the Constitution 
before it became effective, she did not ratify it in time to choose 
presidential electors. Hence, she was not able to participate 
in the first presidential election. *

The Preamble to the Constitution of the United States, in 
plain, simple, but expressive and far-reaching words, declares 
the purposes for which the Constitution was ordained and 
•established:

“We, the people of the United States, in order to form a more 
perfect union, establish justice, insure domestic tranquillity, 
provide for the common defence, promote the general welfare, 
and secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our pos
terity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United 
•States of America.”

The Constitution, unlike the Articles of Confederation, is 
not a league between the several states, but was ordained and 
■established by the people of the several states. The govern
ment contemplated by the Constitution and the government 
established and maintained thereunder was and is a federal 
republic, a sovereign nation, and not a confederacy.



CHAPTER XIII.
Three Departments of Government Under the 

Constitution.Under the Constitution of the United States the powers of ■government, by reason of their inherent nature, necessarily and obviously fall into three separate and distinct classes, namely, legislative, executive, and judicial.Constitutional government is a government by and in accordance with prescribed laws enacted pursuant to and in harmony with the fundamental principles of the constitution under which the law-making power proceeds. The function of the United States, as a government, a nation, under the Constitution, therefore, is to establish and maintain laws, and to enforce and apply those laws, to the end that justice may be done to all persons alike.Law, as observed and considered by the individual, presents itself in three separate and distinct.aspects, as already indicated: (1) as a proposed Jaw to be enacted, established or ordained by the legislative or law-making power; (2) as a law to be administered, enforced or executed by the executive power; and (3) as a law to be interpreted, construed or applied by the judicial power.It is fundamental, and is conceded by all writers upon the science of government, both ancient and modern, that a combi nation of the legislative, executive, and judicial powers of government in any one man or body of men will necessarily result in tyranny and oppression, and that, therefore, the safety of the state requires a complete separation of these powers. Oth- -erwise expressed, this principle of the separation of the de-
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partments of government imposes upon each the limitation 
that it must not usurp the powers nor encroach upon the juris
diction of either of the others.

Under the American system of government we have, not only 
the necessary separation of these powers, but we have also, 
which is deemed one of the chief values of the Constitution, a 
system of checks and balances, whereby the executive operates 
upon the legislative, the legislative upon the executive, and the 
judicial upon both. Thus, the executive may veto an act of 
the legislative, the legislative may, by a two-thirds majority, 
override the veto of the executive, and the judicial may declare 
the combined acts of the other two void and unconstitutional.

Let us now briefly examine these several powers as set forth 
in the Constitution.

The Legislative Department. Under the Constitution of the 
United States, all legislative power is vested in the Congress 
of the United States, which consists of a Senate and a House 
of Representatives. The Senators and Representatives are 
elected by the people of the several states; each state being 
entitled to two Senators who hold office for a term of six years, 
and there being 48 states, the Senate, therefore, is composed 
of 96 Senators. A person to be eligible to the office of Senator 
must be at least 30 years of age, a citizen of the United States 
for at least 9 years, and an inhabitant of the state from which 
he shall be elected.

History affords us a conspicuous failure to enforce this con
stitutional requirement as to age in the case of Henry Clay, 
who was elected to the United States Senate when he was but 
twenty-nine years of age.

The Vice-President of the United States shall be President 
of the Senate, but shall have no vote, unless they be equally 
divided. The Senate shall choose their other officers, and also 
a President pro tempore, in the absence of the Vice-President,
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or when he shall exercise the office of President of the United 
States. The Senate shall have the sole power to try all im
peachments. When the President of the United States is tried, 
the Chief Justice shall preside. In all other cases of impeach
ment the Vice-President shall preside.

Each state is also entitled to a certain number of Represent
atives apportioned according to the population of that state, 
who serve for a term of two years. According to the present 
apportionment, for every 200,000 people, one representative is 
allowed. But each state shall have at least one representative. 
The House of Representatives shall choose from among its 
members a presiding officer, who is called the Speaker. In 
the early history of the House of Commons in England, its 
presiding officer was in fact as well as in name its Speaker, 
lie could speak for it in addressing the Crown. Henry of 
Keighley thus addressed the Crown in 1301, and there were 
other instances during that century, until 1376 when the title 
of Speaker was definitely given to Sir Thomas Hungerford, 
and from that date on the official title of the presiding officer 
of the House of Commons has been that of Speaker. The title 
was given to the presiding officers of the American colonial 
assemblies, and thence it passed on to the national House of 
Representatives and to the lower House of each of the state 
legislatures. The House of Representatives has the sole power 
of impeachment, that is to say, the sole power of making and 
presenting to the Senate the charge against the officer. Judg
ment in cases of impeachment shall not extend further than 
to removal from office, and disqualification to hold and enjoy 
any office of honor, trust or profit under the United States. 
Each territory shall also elect one delegate to serve during 
each Congress, who shall have a seat in the House of Repre
sentatives, with the right of debate, but not of voting. A per
son to be eligible as a Representative shall be at least 25
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years of age, a citizen of the United States for at least 7 years,, 
and an inhabitant of the state from which he shall be elected.

Congress shall assemble at least once in every year, and such 
meeting shall be on the first Monday in December. Con
gressional terms are for two full years, beginning at noon, 
March the ttli, of each odd numbered year.

All bills for raising revenue shall originate in the House of 
Representatives, but the Senate may propose amendments 
thereto. Other bills may originate in either the Senate or in 
the House.

Every bill which shall have passed the Senate and the House- 
of Representatives by a majority of at least one, shall, before 
it becomes a law, be presented to the President of the United 
States; if he approves he shall sign it, but if not he shall re
turn it, with his objections to that House in which it shall 
have originated, which House shall enter the objections at 
large on its journal, and proceed to reconsider it. If after 
such reconsideration two-thirds of that House shall agree to 
pass the bill, it shall be sent, together with the objections to 
the other House, by which it shall likewise be reconsidered, 
and if approved by two-thirds of that House, it shall become 
a law. If any bill shall not be returned by the President with
in ten days (Sundays excepted) after it shall have been pre
sented to him, the same shall be a law, in like manner- as if 
he had signed it, unless the Congress, by adjournment, pre
vent its return, in which case it shall not be a law, which con
tingency is termed a “pocket” veto.

The Executive Department. Under the Constitution the 
executive power is vested in a President of the United States 
of America, who shall hold his office for the term of four years. 
The President is elected by a body called the Electoral Col
lege, which is composed of a number of electors chosen by the 
people of the several states, each state being entitled to a num-



51

her of electors equal to the whole number of Senators and Rep
resentatives to which the state is entitled in Congress.

No person except a native born citizen, or a citizen at the 
time of the adoption of the Constitution, shall be eligible to 
the office of President; neither shall any person be eligible to 
that office who shall not have attained the age of 35 years, and 
been 14 years a resident of the 1 nited States.

The President shall be Commander-in-Chief of the Army 
and Navy of the United States. He shall have power, by and 
with the advice of the Senate, to make treaties, provided two- 
thirds of the senators present concur; and he shall nominate, 
and by and with the advice and consent of the Senate (a 
majority only) appoint Ambassadors, other Public Ministers 
and Consuls, Judges of the Supreme Court, and other officers 
designated by law. He shall, from time to time, give to the 
Congress information of the state of the Union, and recom
mend to their consideration such measures as he shall judge 
necessary and expedient; he may, on extraordinary occasions, 
convene both Houses, or either of them. He shall receive Am
bassadors and other Public Ministers. He shall take care that 
the laws be faithfully executed, and he shall commission all 
the officers of the United States appointed by him.

The Constitution requires that the President, before he en
ters on the execution of his office, shall take the following oath 
or affirmation: “I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will 
faithfully execute the office of President of the United States, 
and will to the best of my ability preserve, protect, and defend 
the Constitution of the United States.”

In case of the removal of the President from office, or of 
his death, resignation, or inability to discharge the powers and 
duties of the office, the same shall devolve upon the Vice- 
President; and in case of the removal, death, resignation, or 
inability of both the President and Vice-President, the office 
of President shall devolve upon the Secretary of State, the
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Secretary of the Treasury, the Secretary of War, the Attorney 
General, the Postmaster General, the Secretary of the Navy, 
or the Secretary of the Interior, in the order named, until the 
disability be removed or a President shall be elected.

The Judicial Department. Under and by virtue of the Con
stitution the judicial power of the United States is vested in 
one Supreme Court and in such inferior courts as the Con
gress may from time to time ordain and establish. The judges, 
both of the supreme and inferior courts, shall hold their offices 
during good behavior, except in Territories, where the term 
of office is for a certain period of years. The Supreme Court, 
as originally organized, was composed of one Chief Justice 
and five Associate Justices. It is now composed of one Chief 
Justice and eight Associate Justices.

The judicial power of the United States extends to all cases 
in law and in equity arising under the Constitution, the laws 
of the United States and the treaties made, or which shall be 
made, under their authority; to all cases affecting ambassadors 
and other public ministers and consuls; to all cases of admiral
ty and maritime jurisdiction; to controversies to which the 
United States shall be a party; to controversies between two 
or more States; between a state and citizens of another state; 
between citizens of different states; between citizens of the 
same state claiming lands under grants of different states, 
and between a state or the citizens thereof and foreign states, 
citizens or subjects.

In all cases affecting ambassadors, other public ministers 
and consuls, and in those in which a state shall be a party, the 
Supreme Court shall have original jurisdiction. In all other 
cases above mentioned, the Supreme Court shall have appel
late jurisdiction, both as to law and fact, with such excep
tions, and under such regulations as the Congress shall make.
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The Supreme Court of the United States is the most august 
tribunal in the world. By reason of its solemn dignity and 
great power it commands the respect and confidence of the 
people of all classes throughout the land. That this great 
court, in the exercise of its judicial functions, may continue 
to hold in full measure the respect and confidence of all the 
people, it is respectfully suggested that in all cases involving 
the constitutionality of any congressional or state legislation 
it be made necessary for at least seven members of the court 
to concur in declaring such legislation unconstitutional.

Pursuant to the Constitution and by virtue of certain Acts 
of Congress there are in the United States about eighty Dis
trict Courts; nine Circuit Courts of Appeals; the Court of 
Claims, which sits in Washington, and has jurisdiction of 
claims of private persons against the Federal Government; 
the Court of Customs Appeals; and the Commerce Court. 
There are also United States Commissioners, who are appoint
ed by the District Judges, who hold court as committing 
magistrates, committing for examination and indictment by 
the Federal Grand Jury persons accused of violations of the 
Federal Statutes.

It has been authoritatively asserted on numerous occasions 
that the judicial department is an independent, coordinate 
branch of our government, national and local, neither superior, 
inferior, nor ancillary to either the legislative or executive de
partments. And in matters coming before our courts the judi
ciary is the final conscience of the nation. Quoting from high 
authority: “An independent, unbiased, disinterested, fear
less judiciary is one of the bulwarks of American liberty, and 
nothing should be suffered to exist that would cast a doubt 
or shadow of suspicion upon its fairness and integrity.”

The President, Vice-President and all civil officers of the 
United States, including the Judges, shall be removed from 
office on impeachment for, and conviction of, treason, bribery, 
or other high crimes and misdemeanors.



CHAPTER XIV.

Federal Bill of Rights.

When the Constitution was before the people for adoption 
one of the objections urged against it was that it did not con
tain a bill of rights. Very soon, however, after its adoption, 
this defect was remedied by the adoption of a series of amend
ments, of which the first ten may be said to constitute the 
Federal Bill of Rights. Their importance in the daily routine 
of every citizen is sufficient to justify more than the ordinary 
notice. Hence their insertion here. They read as follows:

(1) Congress shall make no law respecting an establish
ment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or 
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right 
of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Govern
ment for a redress of grievances.

(2) A well regulated militia, being necessary to the secur
ity of a free state, the right of the people to keep and bear 
arms, shall not be infringed.

(3) No soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any 
house, without the consent of the owner, nor in time of war, 
but in a manner to be prescribed by law.

(4) The right of the people to be secure in their persons, 
houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches and 
seizures, shall not be violated, and no warrants shall issue, but 
upon probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation, and 
particularly describing the jdace to be searched, and the per 
sons or things to be seized.



55(5) No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous crime, unless on a presentment or indictment of a Grand Jury, except in cases arising in the land or naval forces, or in the militia, when in actual service in time of war or public danger; nor shall any person be subject for the same offence to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor shall private property be taken for public use, without just compensation.(6) In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of the state and district wherein the crime shall have been committed, which district shall have been previously ascertained by law, and to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; to be confronted with the witnesses against him; to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to have the assistance of counsel for his defence.(7) In suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury shall be preserved, and no fact tried by a jury shall be otherwise reexamined in any court of the United States, than according to the rules of common law.(8) Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishment inflicted.(9) The enumeration in the Constitution of certain rights, shall not be construed to deny or disparage others retained by the people.(10) The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the states, are reserved to the states respectively, or to the people.



CHAPTER XV.
Two Kinds of Government in the United States.

In the United States we have two kinds of government 
operating at one and the same time upon the same individuals, 
which are harmonious with each other, but each supreme in 
its own sphere—a government within a government. An 
imperium in imperio. One of these is the government of the 
United States, the other, the government of the state or ter
ritory as the case may be.

Commenting upon our dual form of government and the 
statesmanship which brought it into existence, John Fiske, in 
his work, “The Critical Period of American History,” says: 
“Thus, at length, was realized the sublime conception of a 
nation in which every citizen lives under two complete and 
well-rounded systems of laws—each with its legislature, its 
executive, and its judiciary moving one within the other, noise
lessly and without friction. It was one of the longest reaches 
of constructive statesmanship ever known in the world. There 
never was anything quite like it before.”

The United States is a Nation possessing the character and 
attributes of sovereignty and independence. It is a union of 
separate commonwealths, called “states.” The several states 
comprising the American Union have not the attribute of sov
ereignty, except in a limited and qualified sense. Neither are 
they nations. They are local self-governing communities, in
dependent as respects each other, independent in a limited 
and qualified sense as respects the Union, but not ranking as 
nations or sovereign powers for the purpose of international 
law. None of them can deal directly with a foreign nation.
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The only government of this country which other nations 
recognize or treat with is the government of the United States, 
at Washington, and the only American flag known throughout 
the world is the flag of the United States—the stars and 
stripes. Having thus mentioned the flag, let us briefly look 
into its origin and history. It appears that Washington on 
January 1, 1776, unfurled over the military camp at Cam
bridge, a provisional flag, which was made up of thirteen 
stripes of red and white, intended to represent the thirteen 
United Colonies, but retained the British cross in the upper 
left-hand corner. On June 11, 1777, the Continental Congress 
resolved that “The flag of the United States shall be thirteen 
stripes, alternate red and white, and that the union thereon 
shall be thirteen white stars in a blue field.” On August 6, 
1777, at Fort Stanwix (now Rome, N. Y.,) Colonel Willett, 
an officer in the Continental army, displayed an uncouth flag, 
intended to represent the American stars and stripes, which 
the Continental Congress had, on June the 11th, authorized 
as the national emblem. This rude flag, hastily extemporized 
out of a white shirt, an old blue jacket, and some red strips 
of cloth from the petticoat of a soldier’s wife, was the first 
American flag with the stars and stripes that was ever dis
played. In 1791, Congress changed the flag to fifteen red and 
white stripes and fifteen stars, there being then fifteen states. 
In 1818, Congress passed another Act on this subject, whereby 
it was declared that the flag of the I. nited States shall be 
thirteen horizontal stripes, alternate red and white; that the 
union thereon shall be twenty white stars in a blue field, there 
being then twenty states; and that on the admission of a new 
state into the Union, one star shall be added, such addition 
to take effect on the fourth of July next succeeding such ad
mission of the new state. The flag has remained unchanged 
since 1818, except as to the number of stars. There being now 
forty-eight states in the Union, the flag, of course, has forty-
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eight stars. The thirteen stripes represent the original thir
teen states, and the stars represent all the states of the Ameri
can Union. Of the thirteen stripes, seven are red and six are 
white, the top and bottom stripes being red. This arrange
ment of the stripes renders the flag more conspicuous. The 
first time that the American flag was recognized and saluted 
by a foreign power was in November, 1777, when, in Quiberon 
bay, France, John Paul Jones, in command of an American 
vessel, the Ranger, and Admiral la Motte Piquet, in command 
of a French fleet, exchanged salutes. The American flag is 
now known and respected throughout the entire world.

The United States of America is a Republic. A Republic is 
distinguishable from a Democracy in that the former is a gov
ernment carried on by the people indirectly by and through 
their representatives, while a Democracy is a government car
ried on directly by the people themselves, acting collectively 
and without representatives. The Government of the United 
States is a Federal Government, national in its purposes and 
extent and supreme within its sphere. The power of Congress 
to pass any given law must, on the one hand, be found in some 
express grant of authority given to Congress by the Constitu
tion, or necessarily implied in its terms, or be found necessary 
to carry into effect such powers as are there granted. And on 
the other hand, the proposed law must not be in violation of 
any of the prohibitions laid upon Congress by the Constitu
tion.

It will be observed, therefore, that the Constitution contains 
a grant of powers to the government which it creates. All 
powers, therefore, not thus granted to the Federal Government 
are reserved to the people of the several states.



CHAPTER XVI.

State Government.

The states are political communities, occupying separate 
territories, and possessing powers of self-government in respect 
to almost all matters of local interest and concern. Each has 
its own Constitution and laws and its own government, and 
enjoys a limited and qualified independence. Each having a 
governor, a legislature and courts, the form of government 
being similar to that of the Federal Government. The rights 
of the several states are political and governmental in their 
nature. They consist in such powers of free action and of 
regulation of their own affairs as may not be inconsistent with 
the relation of the Union to each of the states, nor with the 
exercise of those powers which are granted, by the Constitu
tion, to the Federal Government. They embrace all those 
powers which were possessed by the several states at the time 
of the adoption of the Constitution, with the exception of 
such as are therein granted to the Federal Government, or 
thereby prohibited to the states.



CHAPTER XVII.

Territories.

The territories are not states of the Union. They do not 
possess full powers even of local self-government. They are 
subject to the exclusive jurisdiction and legislation of Con
gress, although they are permitted, to a limited extent, author
ity in respect to the government of their purely local affairs. 
Territories are organized and exist pursuant to Article 1 of 
the Constitution, which provides that Congress shall have 
power to dispose of and make all needful rules and regulations 
respecting the territory or other property belonging to the 
United States. Officers of the territories, except as to mem
bers of the legislature, county and municipal officials, are ap
pointed by the President, and the acts of their legislatures 
may be modified or annulled by Congress. (Black’s Consti
tutional Law, p. 20). In the language of the Supreme Court 
(101 U. S. 129), “The territories are but political subdivisions 
of the outlying dominion of the United States. Their relation 
to the general government is much the same as that which 
counties bear to the respective states, and Congress may legis
late for them as a state does for its municipal organizations. 
The organic law of a territory takes the place of a constitution 
as the fundamental law of the local government. It is 
obligatory on and binds the territorial authorities.”



CHAPTER XVIII.

Reading of the Constitution and Other Matters.

The careful, thoughtful, and studious reading of the Con
stitution of the United States is most earnestly urged upon 
every American citizen. It is the supreme law of the land. It 
embraces the fundamental principles upon which our govern
ments, national, state, territorial, and municipal, are founded, 
and under which justice is administered. In connection with 
the reading of the Constitution I would advise a careful read
ing of “Black’s Constitutional Law;” also, the reading of 
“The Fathers of the Constitution,” by Max Ferrand, and “The 
Biographical Story of the Constitution,” by Edward Elliott.

I also commend to every American citizen the careful read
ing of John Fiske’s book, entitled: “The Critical Period of 
American History,” and also his work, two volumes, “The 
American Revolution.” I would also suggest the reading of 
a work, eleven volumes, entitled: “The Making of America.” 
To those who may desire to obtain a more comprehensive view 
of the Constitution and of the operation of the government 
under it, I would suggest the careful and thoughtful reading 
of “The Federalist,” described by Fiske as “the greatest trea
tise on government that has ever been written,” which con
sists of eighty-five essays upon the Constitution by Alexander 
Hamilton, James Madison, and John Jay. Also, if time and 
opportunity should permit, the reading of the “Social Con
tract,” by Jean Jacques Rousseau, will prove profitable and 
interesting.



62We often gain a better understanding of the practical realities of life and matters in general by considering the impracticable or imaginary phases of such matters. In this connection, I would suggest the reading of More’s “Utopia” and Bacon’s “New Atlantis.”Every citizen should also carefully read the daily newspapers, and one or more of the magazines which are published periodically, and also accustom his children to read the same. We should keep ourselves posted as to the live questions and topics of the day.The youth of the land should be afforded every reasonable opportunity of acquiring an education. Education trains the intellect and stimulates the perceptive and reasoning powers. It is not only an equipment which enables us to deal more successfully with the every day affairs of life, but it tends to bring about just and humane thought and conduct. Education helps to replace ignorance and brutal instincts with knowledge and with a sense of what is right and just between man and man. By the force and under the beneficial influence of education mankind has emerged from a state of savagery and barbarism to that of civilization.



CHAPTER XIX.
Universal Education.Universal education of all classes of all people throughout the entire world would create and foster friendly and humane feelings among them, and would assure the constant advancement of civilization along humane lines, which, in turn, would tend to remove the causes and possibilities of war. Burke said, “Education is the cheap defense of nationsand Everett expresses the same thought in these words, “Education is a better safeguard of liberty than a standing army. If we retrench the wages of the schoolmaster, we must raise those of the recruiting sergeant.”In addition to the general education suggested, it would tend to promote the peace and progress of the world if every child now living and hereafter born, irrespective of nativity, or place of birth, or place of residence, were taught to under- standingly speak, read and write the English language. This would tend to bring the people of the world closer together, and create among them a better understanding of their respective rights and duties and would tend to promote a mutual feeling of friendship. This is a matter of the utmost importance to mankind in all parts of the world and in all stages of civilization, and should be taken in hand by the English- speaking people throughout the entire world. The hope, and the civilization, and the progress of mankind, are, to a large extent, dependent upon the closer cooperation of the Anglo- Saxon race, whose policy has always been to promote peace, to encourage enlightenment, and to humanize all people with whom they come in contact.



There is no good reason why the people of the world cannot be brought to see that all questions concerning the advancement and the general welfare of the world, and that all difficulties and misunderstandings, which, from time to time, may arise between nation and nation, should not be amicably and beneficially settled upon the same broad principles and according to the same general rules which are successfully invoked in the settlement of questions and disputes between man and man, and thereby save the world from inestimable and immeasurable loss of life and treasure, suffering and anguish, not only to those immediately involved, but to millions yet unborn.War stays the progress of the world; it holds back the hand of civilization - it brutalizes the mind of man; it deadens the senses of justice, pity and shame; it means death to millions and devastation without limit. War, obviously, is inhuman, unreasonable, unnecessary, and wholly unjustifiable. The inexorable requirements of war render it necessary to most carefully and scientifically select from among the people only those who are physically and mentally sound, that they may go out upon the battlefield and be shot to death, thus leaving the aged, the decrepit, and the incompetent, to take up and carry on the burden of civilization, together with all the inherent horrors, ruin and devastation of war added.



CHAPTER XX.
Duties of the Individual.Inasmuch as the progress of civilization and the development of the world depend, to some extent, more or less, according to circumstances, upon the individual, it follows, therefore, that each individual has a duty thus devolving upon him to honestly and earnestly perform his part, however small, in the prosecution of this great work. In which work, designed by the very nature of things and carried on for the advancement and betterment of mankind, there is no place set apart or reserved for drones and idlers. Each and every person, whether rich or poor, should, and his duty requires of him, that he, in some manner, perforin some useful work. And in this connection, it is important to observe that all persons should understand that the possession of wealth is no excuse for idleness, or for a wilful waste of time. There is more needful and useful work to be done in advancing civilization, in the betterment of mankind, and in developing and applying the natural resources and the scientific possibilities of the world, than there are hands and brains to perform this great work.Life, and properly so, means hard work, devotion to duty, and an unswerving honesty of purpose in all we may undertake. Every person, if he performs his full duty, either directly or indirectly, produces all and more than he consumes. The individual who fails to do this, wrongfully adds to the burden of society. Work, honest and useful employment of some sort, is essential to health, happiness and prosperity. It adds to the progress of the world.



66And, in addition to this great work, which the world holds ont to us, and as a necessary and fitting qualification and prerequisite thereto, each and every individual should studi ously and systematically practice thrift, saving, economy, and sobriety. The failure of millions to respond to the admonitions of duty in not observing these economical and moral requisites, particularly the failure therein by the using of narcotic drugs and intoxicating liquors, annually results in the useless and criminal expenditure of millions of dollars. The widespread use of narcotic drugs in the United States is made clear by an official report wherein it is estimated that there are about 1,388,600 drug addicts in the United States, and that these drug users spend each year about $61,000,000 for narcotics. If we add to this useless and criminal expenditure, to say nothing as to the expenditure for intoxicating liquors, the economic loss to the country, to be inferred by the lost labor of these addicts and habitues, running into hundreds of millions, the financial phase of these degrading habits can, to some extent, be understood. But we are naturally and properly less interested in the financial phase of these important questions than in the human phase of them. The preservation of the lives, the health and the morals, the manhood and womanhood, of American citizens presents a question of infinitely greater importance to humanity than any question of money, however great that might be.The far-reaching effect of these narcotic drugs upon the user is such, as we are informed by experienced physicians, that they even operate upon the pregnant mother to the extent that her child is in imminent danger of being born an addict, and, as such, to be in absolute need of immediate attention by the attending physician. This is a matter worthy of the consideration of every American citizen.



CHAPTER XXI.

Territorial Expansion of the United States.

The expansion of the United States from the narrow strip 
along the Atlantic coast, which comprised the original thirteen 
states of the American Union, and the increase in the popula
tion from about 3,400,000 in 1790 to 110,000,000 in 1920, to
gether with the marvelous growth and development of the 
country, as well as the wonderful progress made in the arts 
and sciences, present a record of achievements without a paral
lel in the history of mankind.

The territorial acquisitions which, in the aggregate, consti
tute the United States at the present time, will now be con
sidered in the order in which they were acquired.

The Northwest Territory. Upon the relinquishment by the 
states of Virginia, Massachusetts, Connecticut, and New York, 
of certain conflicting and overlapping claims (based upon old 
grants and charters, reading “from sea to sea,” which had been 
issued from time to time, by various British sovereigns), and 
by the treaty of peace between the United States and Great 
Britain, signed in Paris on September 3, 1783, the United 
States acquired the absolute title to that immense region then 
known as the Northwest Territory, and out of which were 
formed the five great states of Michigan, Wisconsin, Illinois, 
Indiana, and Ohio, and part of Pennsylvania.

But for the courage, the patriotism, and the ability of Ben
jamin Franklin, John Jay and John Adams, commissioners 
sent by the United States to France at the close of the Revo
lutionary War to negotiate a treaty of peace with Great Brit-
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ain, the United States would, probably, have been confined to 
the narrow strip between the Atlantic and the Alleghany 
Mountains. Thus, by the wise and skillful statesmanship and 
diplomacy of these great men, who insisted on and. obtained 
this vast region, extending to the Great Lakes on the north, 
to the Ohio River on the south, and to the Mississippi River 
on the west, we not only thereby came into possession of an 
empire in territorial extent, but our westward and southward 
expansion was also thereby assured, as well as future possi
bilities of war obviated.

As great as the intrinsic value of the property in the soil 
and the natural resources of those five states may be, that 
value, however, is insignificant as compared with the value of 
the sovereignty and jurisdiction, the possibilities and advan
tages, political, commercial, and otherwise, which accrued to 
the United States-by the acquirement of this vast region. The 
United States as a sovereign power was thereby afforded the 
opportunity to enter upon the highway leading to unparalleled 
achievements and greatness, as the lapse of time and subse
quent events have amply demonstrated.

The Louisiana Purchase. Louisiana was purchased from 
France and the acquisition of this vast territory has always 
been considered one of the most, if not the most important 
annexation made to the territory of the original thirteen states 
of the American Union. The purchase included a vast region 
extending from the Gulf of Mexico to the British possessions,' 
west of the Mississippi River. Within its confines is included 
all that portion of the United States west of the Mississippi 
River, except Texas, California (the Mexican cession of 1848), 
the Oregon country, the Gadsden purchase, and Alaska. It 
is now subdivided into thirteen states as follows: Louisiana, 
Arkansas, Missouri, Iowa, Minnesota, North Dakota, South 
Dakota, Nebraska, Kansas, Oklahoma, Montana, Colorado, and
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Wyoming. Of the last two mentioned states, all that portion 
of each lying west of the crest of the Rocky Mountains was not 
included in the Louisiana purchase.

The purchase of Louisiana was brought about in this man
ner: It formerly belonged to Spain, but in 1800 Napoleon 
compelled Spain to make a cession of this territory to France. 
He then prepared to send an army to New Orleans to estab
lish his authority. But the United States remonstrated 
against such a proceeding; and Napoleon then authorized his 
minister to dispose of Louisiana by sale, whereupon I resident 
Jefferson appointed Robert R. Livingston and James Monroe 
to negotiate the purchase. On April 30, 1803, terms were 
agreed upon, and for the sum of $11,250,000, in six per cent 
bonds of the United States, payable in 15 years after date, 
and the agreement of the United States to pay certain debts 
due from France to American citizens, the sum not to exceed 
$3,750,000, Louisiana was ceded to the United States.

The Florida Purchase. Florida was discovered by Juan 
Ponce de Leon, a Spanish explorer, on March 27, 1512. St. 
Augustine, in the northeastern part of the state, founded in 
1565, is the oldest settlement established by Europeans, not 
only in the United States, but in North America. In 1763 
Florida was ceded by Spain to Great Britain, and in 1783 
Great Britain ceded Florida back to Spain.

On February 22, 1819, by a treaty signed at Washington, 
Spain ceded to the United States the territory which was 
then known as the Floridas, otherwise designated as East 
Florida and West Florida. Florida, as we know it today, com
prises all of what was East Florida and a portion of what was 
West Florida; while the remaining portion of West Florida 
became a part of the states of Alabama and Mississippi and 
all that part of Louisiana east of the Mississippi River.
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In consideration of the cession of the Floridas by Spain to 
the United States, the American Government agreed to relin
quish all claim to the territory of Texas (the United States 
having claimed that Texas was a part of the Louisiana pur
chase) and to pay certain American citizens for depredations 
committed by Spanish vessels a sum not to exceed $5,000,000. 
Florida was organized as a territory in 1821, and it was ad
mitted as a state in 1815.

Annexation of Texas. Texas is the largest state in the 
American Union. She is larger than France or Germany, or 
Great Britain and Italy combined. The extreme length of 
the state from east to west is 850 miles, and the extreme width 
from north to south is 750 miles. It has been estimated that 
the entire population of the globe could be seated upon chairs 
within the boundary of Texas, and each have four feet of elbow 
room. Texas was first settled by the French under La Salle 
in 1685, and became a part of Old Mexico under the dominion 
of Spain.

From 1821 (when Spanish authority over Mexico ceased) 
to 1836, Texas was a province of the Republic of Mexico. It 
had been the policy of Spain, and of Mexico afterwards, to 
keep Texas uninhabited, with a view of interposing an im
passable country between the Americans and the Mexican 
borders. A large land-grant, however, was finally made to 
Moses Austin, of Connecticut, on condition that he would 
settle 300 American families thereon. This condition was fully 
complied with. It was thus that the foundations of Anglo- 
Saxon civilization were laid within the borders of Texas. The 
American population from that beginning increased rapidly; 
so that in 1833, representatives of 20,000 settlers met at a 
state convention and adopted a constitution, but Santa Anna, 
President of Mexico, refused to recognize Texas as a state. 
Owing to this refusal on the part of Santa Anna to recognize
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the state and to the general oppressive policy of the Mexican- 
Government, as well as to the independent spirit of the Tex
ans, a majority of them being Americans, in the year 1835, 
they raised the standard of rebellion. Santa Anna, thereupon, 
invaded Texas with a large army, captured the Alamo at San 
Antonio, and slaughtered its defenders, including James 
Bowie and David Crockett. The battle of the Alamo, the 
“Thermopylae of America,” is particularly noted on account 
of the heroic bravery with which about 150 Texans resisted an 
attack of 2,500 Mexicans from February 11 to March 5, 1835. 
In the engagement 1,600 Mexicans and all but six of the Tex
ans were killed. However, the latter were cruelly butchered 
after they had surrendered to the Mexicans. “Remember the 
Alamo,” immediately became a popular war cry among the 
Texans in their struggle for freedom and independence.

On April 21, 1836, the Mexicans were defeated by General 
Sam Houston in the battle of San Jacinto, the Texans thereby 
achieving their freedom and the independence of Texas.

The people of Texas, the Lone Star State, adopted a consti
tution and elected General Sam Houston President. The in
dependence of the new Republic was acknowledged by the 
United States, by Great Britain, and by France. Texas ap
plied for annexation and admission as a state into the Ameri
can Union on March 1, 1815, and on December 29, 1845, in 
response to the application, Congress passed a joint resolution 
annexing Texas, and she was, accordingly, admitted as a state, 
without the usual preliminary territorial organization.

Texas, when admitted as a state, included all that part of 
what is now New Mexico east of the Rio Grande, also a sec
tion of country in the southeast corner of what is now Colo
rado, and also another section of country in the southwest 
corner of what is now Kansas. In 1850, as a part of the 
famous Omnibus Bill, Congress directed the payment to Texas, 
for surrendering the above-mentioned territory, the sum of ten.
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million dollars from the national treasury. This surrender of 
territory is known in history as the “Texas Cession of 1850.” 
It embraces about 86,500 square miles, an area larger than 
the state of Missouri.

The Oregon Country. The first European to visit the region 
of Oregon was Sir Francis Drake, the famous navigator, who 
cruised along its coast in 1579. That portion of the Oregon 
country, now included in the state of Washington, was discov
ered by Juan de Fuca, a Greek sailor in the service of Spain, 
in 1592, and his name has been given to the strait south of 
Vancouver’s Island. Boston merchants sent an expedition to 
explore the country and establish trade with the Indians, in 
1789. Among the American ships which traded along the 
northwest coast with the Indians in 1792, was the Columbia, 
Captain Gray, of Boston. In the course of one of these voy
ages Captain Gray discovered the mouth of a large river. En
tering it with some difficulty, on account of the sandbars and 
breakers, the Columbia came to anchor in a spacious bay. 
Captain Gray did not ascend the river farther than the bay, 
which still bears his name. A Spanish ship is said to have 
been wrecked at the mouth of the river. The Columbia, how
ever, appears to have been the first ship that made a regular 
discovery and to have anchored within the waters of this great 
river, which has ever since borne the name of that vessel— 
“Columbia.” Except John Carver, an English traveler, who, 
in 1778, said the name of this great river was the “Oregon,” 
it was generally referred to as the great River of the West. 
Its source and into what water it flowed was, for a long time, 
shrouded in mystery and doubt. The origin of the word “Ore
gon” is unknown. After its use by John Carver it seems not 
to have been used again until 1811, when William Cullen Bry
ant, in Thanatopsis, rescued it from oblivion in these poetic 
terms:
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...........—Take the wings
Of morning, pierce the Barcan wilderness, 
Or lose thyself , in the continuous woods 
Where rolls the Oregon, and hears no sound, 

Save his own dashings—...........

Captain George Vancouver, an English officer, surveyed the 
Oregon coast and entered the Columbia River in 1792, but his 
entry of the river was subsequent to the entry made by Cap
tain Gray.

The Lewis and Clark exploring expedition early in the 19th 
century was of immense value to the country in general. Next 
to the Louisiana Purchase, the most important act of Presi
dent Jefferson, as shown by subsequent events, was the send
ing of Meriwether Lewis and William Clark up the Missouri 
River to its source and across the Rocky Mountains to the 
great Northwest “where rolls the Oregon,” thus extending 
civilization and Americanism to the shores of the Pacific. 
The voyage up the Missouri was begun in May, 180-1. Forty- 
five persons composed this party of explorers. On October 7,
1805, having passed over the crest of the Rocky Mountains, 
they reached and were able to embark, in canoes, upon a 
branch of the Columbia, which bore them to its mouth, arriv
ing there late in November, where they remained until April,
1806. Lewis and Clark were the first to carry the American 
flag across the continent.

In 1811, John Jacob Astor, a naturalized American citizen, 
by his agents and employes, founded the settlement of Asto
ria, near the mouth of the Columbia, where he established a 
central depot for the fur trade between the Pacific and the 
Great Lakes. Astoria soon became a flourishing American 
town.

Spain, who claimed the Oregon country on the ground of 
discovery, in 1819, ceded all her claim therein to Great Britain.
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Russia also claimed the entire northwest, including Alaska 
and Oregon, on the ground that Russian subjects had made 
"various discoveries of and had occupied the country for mer
cantile and other purposes from about 1780 to about 1824. In 
1824, however, Russia ceded all her claim to the Oregon coun
try (which was supposed to extend up to the southern bound
ary of Alaska, 54:40 North) to the United States.

More specifically stated, the United States claimed the Ore
gon country from- the forty-second parallel of north latitude 
to 54:40 North, upon the various grounds of discovery, ex
ploration and purchase. Great Britain disputed the entire 
claim thus made by the American government until 1827, when 
she named the forty-ninth parallel as the true boundary-line 
between the American Republic and the British possessions, 
thus conceding the American claim to the territory lying be
tween the forty-second and the forty-ninth parallels. But the 
Americans vehemently insisted upon the entire claim as orig
inally made, thus refusing to admit the forty-ninth parallel as 
the boundary-line, and there was talk of war between America 
and England. The question as to the true boundary-line be
came an issue in the presidential campaign of 1844, the polit
ical cry on the part of the Democrats (who were very insis
tent) being “Fifty-four Forty, or Fight.” They, however, did 
not get “Fifty-four Forty,” neither did they fight. The mat
ter thus involved was definitely settled, however, by a treaty 
on June 15, 1846, whereby the forty-ninth parallel was estab
lished as the international boundary-line, from the summit of 
the Rocky Mountains to the middle of the channel which sep
arates the Continent from Vancouver’s Island, running thence 
southerly through the middle of this channel and through the 
straits of Juan de Fuca to the Pacific Ocean.

The so-called Oregon country now embraces the three states 
or Oregon, Washington, and Idaho.
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The Mexican Cession of I8J18. By tlie treaty of Guadalupe 
Ilidalgo, signed on February 2, 1848, the United States acquir
ed from Mexico, as a result of the Mexican War, that vast re
gion, including what are today the states of California, Neva
da, Utah, Colorado (in part), Wyoming (in part), Arizona 
and New Mexico. As to the last two mentioned states the 
territory since known as the Gadsden Purchase was not in
cluded in them in 1848. Santa Fe, in New Mexico, has the 
distinction of being the second oldest permanent white settle
ment in the United States. It was settled by the Spaniards 
in 1582.

The Treaty of Peace required that the United States assume 
the payment of $3,250,000 debts due from Mexico to citizens 
of the United States, and that the sum of $11,000,000 be paid 
to Mexico for the territory ceded. Of the states above men
tioned, California, like Texas, without the preliminary ter
ritorial organization, formed a state constitution in Septem
ber, 1849, and was admitted as a state on September 9, 1850.

The Gadsden Purchase. This is a tradt of land, already 
alluded to, which is now included in New Mexico and Arizona.. 
It embraces an area of 45,535 square miles, and is bounded on 
the north by the Gila River, on the east by the Rio Grande, 011 
the south by the Republic of Mexico, and on the west by the 
Colorado River. The average width from north to south is 120 
miles, the length from east to west is about 450 miles. It 
extends entirely across the southern portion of Arizona and 
for a considerable distance into the southwestern part of New 
Mexico. In area it is about the size of the state of Pennsyl
vania. It was purchased from Mexico in December, 1853, for 
the United States by Janies Gadsden, the American Minister 
to Mexico, for $10,000,000.

The Alaska Purchase. Alaska is a Territory of the United 
States, forming the extreme northwest, portion of North
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America, and it comprises an area of 590,884 square miles. It 
is about twelve times as large as the state of New York, and 
embraces within its limits an area equal to about one-sixth of 
the United States. It is larger than the combined areas of 
France, Germany, Bulgaria, and the British Isles. From 
north to south it has a width of 800 miles, and from southeast 
to northwest the distance is 1,150 miles. The northern bound
ary is formed by the Arctic Ocean, the eastern boundary by 
the Dominion of Canada, the southern boundary by the Pacific 
Ocean, and the western boundary by the Bering Sea and 
Strait.

Vitus Bering, a Danish navigator, in 1740, while in the Rus
sian service, explored the peninsula and islands of Alaska. 
Captain James Cook, in 1778., visited the coast of Alaska, and 
explorations were made about the same time by the Spaniards 
and a company of Russians. In 1748 the first settlement was 
made on Kodiak Island by Russians. Alaska became Russian 
territory by right of discovery and occupation.

About 1865 Alaska was explored by American scientists, 
with a view of establishing telegraphic communication be
tween the United States and Asia by way of Bering Strait. 
The report of the exploration showed that Alaska was by no 
means the worthless country which it had been supposed to 
be. Negotiations for the purchase of Alaska were accordingly 
opened with Russia by William Henry Seward, the American 
Secretary of State, and on March 30, 1867, a treaty was con
cluded by which, for the sum of $7,200,000, Alaska was pur
chased from Russia by the United States. It has been said 
that the United States purchased Alaska as a deed of grati
tude to Russia for her friendly course toward the North in 
the Civil War. Alaska, however, by development, has proven 
to be the source of enormous mineral, fur, fishery, timber and 
agricultural wealth.
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The Territory of Hawaii. Tlie Hawaiian Islands, formerly 
the Kingdom of Hawaii, later the Republic of Hawaii, and now 
known politically as the Territory of Hawaii, embrace a group 
of eight inhabited and four uninhabited islands in the North 
Pacific Ocean, lying between 18° 54' and 22° 2' North latitude, 
and extending in a chain from southeast to northwest for a 
distance of about 400 miles. The entire group has an area of 
about 6,740 square miles. From Honolulu, the capital, on 
Oahu, the distance to San Francisco is 2,100 miles; to Los An
geles, 2,254 miles; to Portland, 2,360 miles; to Victoria, 2,460 
miles; to Seattle, 2,535 miles; to Shanghai, 4,500 miles; to 
Auckland, 3,810 miles; to Sydney, 4,484 miles; to Yokohama, 
3,440 miles; to Hongkong, 4,893 miles; to Manila, 4,890 miles; 
to Samoa, 2,290 miles. The population of the Territory is 
about 260,000. The climate is mild and salubrious. The maxi
mum temperature is about 87 and the minimum about 56. 
Tropical fruits of many varieties, as well as vegetables of all 
kinds, are grown in abundance, and may be had at all seasons 
of the year. The chief productions, however, are sugar, pine
apples, coffee and bananas.

The Territory in 1923 produced 545,606 tons of sugar, for 
which there was received about the sum of $76,400,000; and the 
.sugar crop for 1924 is estimated at 678,000 tons, for which the 
people of Hawaii will probably receive $80,000,000.

There was also produced in Hawaii, in 1923, 6,000,000 cases 
of pineapples, for which there was received about $26,000,000. 
The pineapple crop for 1924, is estimated at 6,250,000* cases, 
the estimated value being $28,000,000.

For the year 1923, the Territory also produced about 42,- 
000 bags of coffee, worth about $800,000; and it is estimated 
that the coffee crop for 1924 will amount to about 50,000 bags, 
the estimated value being $1,000,000.

The Territory also produces annually about 300,000 bunches 
of bananas of the approximate value of $400,000.
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Owing to tlie central and strategic position of the Hawaiian 
Islands in the Pacific Ocean, they are of great commercial, na
val and military importance. The island of Oahu may well be 
termed the Gibraltar of the Pacific.

The early history of the Hawaiian Islands is meager. The 
people did not possess the art of writing. They, apparently, 
knew little or nothing about the outside world, and the rest 
of the world was equally ignorant of them. Respecting this 
early period, tradition is our only source of information, and 
that likewise is meager and unsatisfactory.

The Hawaiian Islands, it seems, were entirely unknown to 
the rest of the world until the 16th century. There is tradi
tion to the effect that in or about the year 1527, certain ship
wrecked Spaniards arrived at South Kona, Hawaii. It is also 
claimed that the Hawaiian Islands were discovered, some say 
in 1512, and others in 1555, by Juan de Gaytan (or Gaetano), 
a Spanish explorer. Authentic history, however, gives the 
credit of discovering these Islands to Captain James Cook, 
who, on January 18, 1778, sighted the Islands of Oahu and 
Kauai. Captain Cook was killed on February 14, 1779, by the 
natives at Kealakekua Bay, Kona, Hawaii.

Kamehameha I, in 1795, after subduing Hawaii and Maui, 
invaded Oahu, where in a great battle fought in the Nuuanu 
Valley, he defeated Kalanikupule, King of Oahu. Thereupon 
all the Islands, except Kauai and Niihau, became subject to 
Kamehameha, and those Islands came under his dominion in 
1809. *He was the first king who exercised dominion over all 
the Islands.

Kamehameha was born at Kokoike, North Koliala, Hawaii, 
in November, 1736, and died at Kailua, North Kona, Hawaii, 
on May 8, 1819. He is often referred to as the Napoleon of 
the Pacific. He possessed great executive ability, and was en
dowed by nature with humane and generous instincts. Under 
his rule and dominion the Hawaiian Islands made consider-
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able progress, and the people were happy, 'prosperous and 
contented.

Liliuokalani, on January 29, 1891, was proclaimed Queen of 
the Hawaiian Islands. She aroused opposition by attempting 
to abolish the constitution and form an absolute monarchy. 
Soon after, on January 17, 1893, a committee of safety was 
formed, by which she was deposed.

A Provisional Government was immediately formed by the 
leading citizens of the Islands, with Sanford B. Dole as Presi
dent, which government continued in force until July 4, 1891, 
when the Republic of Hawaii, by virtue of its Constitution 
theretofore duly adopted, became an independent and sover
eign nation among the powers of the world. Sanford B. Dole 
was elected President of the Republic of Hawaii; and upon 
the Territory of Hawaii being organized he was appointed by 
the President as its first Governor.

The Congress of the United States by Joint Resolution, ap
proved July 7, 1898, annexed the Hawaiian Islands (Republic 
■of Hawaii) to the United States of America.

The Hawaiian Islands having thus become an integral part 
of the United States, Congress passed an Act (commonly re
ferred to as the Organic Act) to provide a government for the 
Territory of Hawaii, which was approved on April 30, 1900, 
and took effect on June 14, 1900.

The Organic Act, in harmony with the fundamental prin
ciples of Anglo Saxon government, provides for the usual gov
ernmental powers, namely, legislative, executive and judicial.

Under the Organic Act the Legislature of the Territory of 
Hawaii consists of two Houses, a Senate and a House of Rep
resentatives. The members of the Legislature are elected by 
the people. The Senate is composed of fifteen members, and 
the House of thirty members.
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The Governor of the Territory is appointed by the President, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Senate of the Uni
ted States, and holds office for four years and until his succes
sor shall be appointed and. qualified.

The judicial power of the Territory is vested in a Supreme 
Court, Circuit Courts, and in such inferior courts as the Leg
islature may establish.

The President, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate of the United States, appoints the Chief Justice and 
Associate Justices of the Supreme Court, and the Judges of 
the Circuit Courts, who hold their respective offices for the 
term of four years.

We have throughout the Territory district courts establish
ed by the legislature, the judges (or district magistrates as 
they are commonly called) are appointed by the Chief Justice 
of the Supreme Court of the Territory and hold office for two 
years.

For the entire Territory there are eight circuit judges, four 
for the first circuit and one for each of the other circuits.

The Organic Act also provides for a Federal Court in the 
Territory, which consists of two judges, which court is styled 
the District Court of the United States, in and for the Ter
ritory of Hawaii. The jurisdiction of this court is the same 
as similar courts on the mainland.

The Canal Zone. The region traversed by the Panama 
Canal was first explored by the Spaniards in 1527. Although 
an isthmian canal had been considered possible for more than 
three centuries, it was not until 1879, when De Lesseps formed 
flie Panama Canal Company and began work on the canal, 
that much thought or consideration was given to the matter. 
The De Lesseps enterprise having failed in 1888, a new French 
Canal Company was formed in 1891, but De Lesseps died the 
same year, which forced an abandonment of active operations.
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The United States purchased the French holdings in the 
canal in 1903, paying therefor the sum of $40,000,000. Nego
tiations were conducted in the meantime by the United States 
with Colombia with a view of concluding a treaty relating to 
the construction of the Canal across the isthmus. Owing to 
the dilatory action on the part of the Colombian Government 
to conclude the treaty, a revolution occurred in Panama (then 
part of Colombia) which resulted in the formation of the Re
public of Panama. That Republic then concluded a treaty 
with the United States, which was ratified in 1904.

By virtue of this treaty the United States acquired a tract 
of land, ten miles wide, extending across the isthmus from 
the Atlantic Ocean to the Pacific Ocean, which is tributary 
to the Panama Canal, and is known as the “Canal Zone,” and 
for which the United States paid the sum of $10,000,000, and 
agreed to pay $250,000 annually during the life of the treaty. 
The successful construction and operation of the Panama 
Canal by the United States commends itself to the world as 
the greatest single achievement of the 20th century.

The Canal Zone is governed pursuant to certain Federal 
statutes, rules and regulations, which provide for a governor, 
judges, constables, and other officers appointed by the Presi
dent. Much has been done to improve the sanitation of the 
Canal Zone by drainage and enforcing a system of rules of 
health.

The Virgin Islands. These islands, formerly known as the 
Danish West Indies, being a group about 35 in number, lying 
east of Porto Rico, in the Atlantic Ocean, discovered by 
Columbus in 1494, were purchased by the United States from 
Denmark in 1917 for the sum of $25,000,000.

By the convention signed on behalf of the respective coun
tries, Denmark ceded to the United States “all territory, do
minion and sovereignty, possessed, asserted or claimed by Den-
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mark in the West Indies, including the islands of Saint 
Thomas, Saint John and Saint Croix, together with the adja
cent islands and rocks.”

Samoan Islands. These islands constitute a group in the 
Pacific Ocean, east of the northern part of Australia and are 
4,200 miles southwest of San Francisco. The group embraces 
twelve islands, but only three are of particular importance. 
These are Upolu, Savaii, and Tutuila, the last named belong
ing to the United States and the remainder of the group to 
England.

Tutuila has an area of 54 square miles and on its shore is 
the fine harbor of Pago-Pago. This island is a naval station 
for the United States and is under the immediate government 
of a naval officer, designated as governor of the island.

Guam, an island in the Pacific Ocean, and is the largest of 
the Padrone Islands. This archipelago, the first found by 
Europeans in the Pacific, was discovered by Magellan on 
March 6, 1521.

Guam lies in about latitude 13 North, and is about 32 miles, 
in length by about 6 in width. It is 1,500 miles east of Ma
nila, 4,000 west of Honolulu, and 6,000 southwest of San Fran
cisco.

Agana, situated on Agafia Bay, is the capital. The harbor 
of Apra has been improved and is used as a naval station by 
the United States.

Guam was ceded by Spain to the United States by the treaty 
of peace signed at Paris on December 10, 1898. The island is 
governed by a naval officer acting under the direction of the 
Secretary of the Navy.

The agricultural and other resources of the island are lim
ited. Sugar and indigo are produced to some extent, and fhe 
climate is generally favorable and healthful. The population 
is about 10,000.
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Philippine Islands. The Philippines, a group in the Malay 
Archipelago, are situated in the Pacific Ocean, southeast of 
Asia, between parallels 5 and 20, North latitude, and embrace 
3,141 islands, which contain a total area of about 115,026 
square miles. The group possess remarkable richness in nat
ural resources and in fertility of soil. They occupy a geo
graphical position of value in trade and commerce, as well as 
of great military and naval importance.

The Philippine Islands were discovered in 1521 by Magel
lan, but a permanent settlement was not founded until 1565. 
The islands were officially annexed by Spain in 1569. Manila 
was founded in 1571 and was made the seat of government.

Spain remained in possession of the islands until the be
ginning of the Spanish American War, in 1898.

On May 1, 1898, Admiral Dewey, in command of the Asiatic 
squadron, entered Manila Bay and destroyed the Spanish fleet 
without the loss of a man or ship. As a result of the Spanish- 
American War Spain, by the treaty of peace, signed at Paris 
on December 10, 1898, surrendered the Philippines to the Uni
ted States. The population of the islands is about 8,000,000.

The government is administered under American control. 
Executive authority is exercised by the governor-general, vice
governor-general, and six commissioners, all being appointed 
by the President of the United States. These officiate consti
tute a commission, which has certain legislative powers. An 
assembly of two chambers has general legislative authority. 
The upper chamber is composed of the commission above men
tioned, while the lower chamber is composed of delegates elect
ed by popular vote.

The judicial authority of the islands is vested in a supreme 
court, courts of first instance, and municipal courts; but all 
important cases are subject to review by the Supreme Court 
of the United States.
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Porto Rico, an island of the West Indies, about 100 miles 
in length and 36 in width, lying in the Atlantic Ocean, east 
of Hayti, in latitude 18 North, was discovered by Columbus 
in 1493. It was first settled by Ponce de Leon in 1510.

Porto Rico has a healthful climate, and the soil and climate 
are favorable to the growth of semitropical plants and fruit. 
The chief products are sugar, coffee, tobacco, bananas, pine
apples, oranges and vegetables. There are some deposits of 
gold, silver, copper, iron and tin.

At the conclusion of the Spanish-American War, 1898, 
Porto Rico was ceded by Spain to the United States.

The island was given a civil government by Act of Congress 
of May 1, 1900. The governor, the judges of the supreme and 
district courts, and the members of the upper house of the 
legislature are appointed by the President of the United 
States. The members of the lower house of the legislature are 
elected by the people.

The chief towns are San Juan, the capital, Mayaguez and 
Ponce. The population is about 1,600,000.



CHAPTER XXII.

District of Columbia and States Not Included in Cessions 
or Annexations.

The organization of the District of Columbia and the admis
sion into the American Union of Vermont, Kentucky, Tennes
see, Mississippi, Alabama, Maine, West Virginia, and Okla
homa, will now be considered in the order named:

District of Columbia. Pursuant to that portion of Section 
8, Article 1, of the Constitution, which empowers Congress 
“to exercise exclusive legislation in all cases whatsoever, over 
such district (not exceeding ten miles square) as may, by ces
sion of particular states, and the acceptance of Congress, be
come the seat of the Government of the United States, the 
District of Columbia was created and has its existence.

Soon after the formation of the Federal Government, the 
cession of territory, to constitute the seat of government, con
templated by the above quoted clause of the Constitution, was 
made by the states of Maryland and Virginia. The tract thus 
acquired by the National Government was at first edited the 
“Territory of Columbia,” but afterwards received the name 
which it now bears, “The District of Columbia.” The portion 
o-ranted by Virginia was afterwards receded to that state by 
Die United States, so that the District, as now constituted, 
lies wholly on the Maryland, or east side of the Potomac River.

The capital of the United States was removed to Washing
ton, in the District of Columbia, in 1800.

The District of Columbia is neither a state nor a territory. 
It is subject to the exclusive jurisdiction of Congress. Its
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people have no direct participation in the government, even 
in respect to the administration of the local or municipal 
affairs. Its executive department consists of a board of three 
commissioners who are appointed by the President of the Uni
ted States. Its judges are appointed in like manner. Its local 
legislature is Congress. Its permanent residents may be citi
zens of the I nited States, but they are not citizens of any 
state or territory. The inhabitants of the District have no 
voice in the selection of those who make their laws, and no 
power to choose those who shall administer the laws.

Vermont. During the early history of Vermont that dis
trict (as it was then designated) was claimed by both New 
York and New Hampshire. In 1764, however, New York ob
tained from King George III. a decision favorable to its claim, 
but the people of Vermont, not being satisfied with this deci
sion, organized a company of militia, known as the “Green 
Mountain Boys,” and with them resisted the claim until 1789, 
when New York recognized the independence of Vermont. It 
was admitted as a state on March 4, 1791.

Kentucky. Thomas Walker, who visited this section in 1750, 
was probably the first white man to make an extended report 
on its resources. John Finley explored the country in 1767. 
Daniel Boone, the famous hunter, explored Kentucky in 1769, 
and lived there for a time. The first permanent settlement 
was made at Harrodsburg by James Harrod in 1774. Origi 
nally the entire territory was included within the colony of 
Virginia. It was made a separate state in 1792, when it was 
admitted into the Union.

Tennessee. The region occupied by Tennessee was first vis
ited by De Soto, about 1540, but settlements were not made 
until 1754, and these were destroyed by the Indians. In 1756 
the first permanent settlement was formed on the Tennessee
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River, about thirty miles from the present site of Knoxville. 
Tennessee originally belonged to North Carolina, becoming a 
part of that state in 1777, and when North Carolina proposed 
to surrender the territory (Tennessee) to the United States, 
the settlers protested and organized a government known as 
the state of Franklin. This form of government continued 
from 1785 until 1789, when the region was ceded to the United 
States, and in the following year the Territory of Tennessee 
was organized. It was admitted as a state in 1796.
Mississippi. The region now included in the State of Mis

sissippi was first visited by De Soto in 1510. In 1682, La Salle 
took formal possession of it in the name of the King of France. 
The French settled at Biloxi in 1699. The territory was ceded 
by France to England in 1763. It was included within the 
State of Georgia until 1798, when it was organized as a ter
ritory, and in 1817 it was admitted as a state.

Alabama. The history of Alabama begins with 1541, when 
De Soto made his famous exploring expedition to and discov
ery of the Mississippi River. In 1702 the first permanent set
tlement was established by the French on Mobile River, and 
in 1712 the city of Mobile was founded. The region occupied 
by the state was originally a part of the Territory of Georgia. 
In 1802 Georgia ceded all its western lands to the United 
States, and what is now Alabama became a part of the Ter
ritory of Mississippi. Alabama was organized as a territory 
in 1817. It was admitted as a state in 1819.
Maine. John Cabot and his son Sebastian Cabot, visited the 

coast of Maine in 1497, being the first white men to explore 
that region after the discovery of America by Columbus.

John Cabot was born in Genoa, Italy, and settled in Bris
tol, England, about 1470. In 1476, he became a British sub
ject by naturalization. In 1496, he obtained letters-patent 
from Henry VII for a voyage of discovery. In the summer
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of 1497, he and his son Sebastian, who was born in Bristol, 
crossed the Atlantic and discovered the mainland of North 
America. They visited Labrador and the Gulf of St. Law
rence, and cruised southward on the coast of New England. 
It was upon these discoveries that England based her claim 
to North America. It seems that early attempts were made 
by the English, French and Dutch to found settlements in 
Maine, but they were unsuccessful. The first permanent col
ony was established by the English in 1616 near Biddleford. 
Settlements were also .made about this time on York and Ken
nebec Rivers.

The western part of Maine became a part of Massachusetts 
in 1652, and the eastern part was annexed to Massachusetts in 
1691, while the whole of Maine remained a part of Massachu
setts until April 15, 1820, when Maine was admitted as a state.

West Virginia. The State of West Virginia was a part ot 
Virginia until that state passed the ordinance of secession on 
April 17, 1861. Soon after that event the people of the west
ern part of Virginia, they being opposed to secession, called a 
convention at Wheeling, at which convention it was decided 
that the officers of the State of Virginia, who were opposed to 
the National Government, should not be recognized, and a 
state legislature was called to meet at Wheeling. The new 
state thus formed was called Kanawha, and it obtained per
mission to separate from Virginia by the legislature of that 
state. The name of the new state when admitted was West 
Virginia and not Kanawha.

The State of West Virginia was admitted as a state of the 
American Union by Congress on June 19, 1863.

Oklahoma. It is thought that the first white man to visit 
the region included in Oklahoma was Don Diego de Penalosa, 
who, in 1662, made a tour from the Gulf of Mexico to the 
region beyond the Arkansas River. Title to it was secured by
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the United States in the Louisiana Purchase of 1803. In 1831 
it was set apart by the Federal Government as an Indian 
Reservation and was known as the Indian Territory.

The Indians, known as the Creeks, Choctaws, Cherokees, 
Cliikasaws, Seminoles and other tribes, were settled in this 
Territory in 1834.

In 1890 a portion of the Indian Territory was detached and 
organized as the Territory of Oklahoma. In 1900, Congress 
passed a bill, which united the Territory of Oklahoma and In
dian Territory, and, on November 16, 1907, they were admit
ted as the state of Oklahoma.



CHAPTER XXIII.

American Wars.

Since the American Revolution, the United States has been 
engaged in the following wars: The war with Tripoli; the 
War of 1812; the Mexican War; the Civil War; the Spanish- 
American War; and the World War. They will now be sep
arately considered.

The Tripolitan War. For many years before and during the 
first decade of the 19th century the barbary states of Tripoli, 
Tunis, Algiers and Morocco, on the northern coast of Africa, 
lived chiefly by piracy, preying upon the commerce and ship
ping of the Mediterranean, exacting tribute, and carrying off 
seamen to be sold into slavery, or to be held for ransom.

The United States, in common with other civilized nations, 
sought protection from these piratical outrages by the pay
ment of tribute; but, at last, when an increase of such pay
ments was demanded by Tripoli, the United States refused to 
comply. In consequence of this refusal Tripoli, on June 10, 
1801, declared war against the United States. The conflict 
which ensued is known as the Tripolitan War.

After the war had continued for about three years in a 
desultory manner, no serious collisions having taken place, 
and the American Government having then begun a more 
vigorous prosecution of the war, Tripoli, becoming alarmed, 
made overtures for peace, and a treaty was concluded on June 
4, 1805, which ended the war.

The War of 1812. During Jefferson’s second term as Presi
dent, from 1805 to 1809, as well as during the first term of



91

President Madison, from 1809 to 1813, England and France 
were engaged in war. The British authorities endeavored to 
destroy the commerce between France and other nations, and 
France retaliated in like manner. They sought to blockade 
each other’s ports; but the so-called blockades were not effect
ual, being paper rather than actual blockades. As a result the 
commerce of the United States suffered. And in this connec
tion it is proper to state that Great Britain also claimed that 
whoever was born in England remained a subject of England. 
English cruisers were, therefore, authorized to search Ameri
can vessels for persons suspected of being British subjects, 
and those who were taken were impressed as seamen in the 
British navy; many of whom, although born in England, were 
American citizens by naturalization.

During the periods above mentioned, the people of the Uni
ted States were much agitated by the aggressions of the Brit
ish navy relative to the rights of American seamen and the un
warranted interference with our commerce. Thus, the Ameri
can people, smarting under what they termed the insults of 
Great Britain, adopted the motto, “Free Trade and Sailors’ 
Rights,” and made up their minds to fight. England continued 
to ignore what the Americans termed their rights upon the 
high seas. War, apparently, was inevitable. Thus, on June 19, 
1812, a declaration of war was issued against Great Britain. 
The war was vigorously prosecuted by the contending powers 
and, having continued until December 24, 1814, a treaty of 
peace was signed at Ghent, in Belgium. Such were the inade
quate means of communication in those days, that the historic 
Battle of New Orleans was fought on January 8, 1815, without 
any knowledge on the part of those engaged therein, that 
peace had been declared.

Concerning this treaty of peace, it has been aptly said that 
its only significance was, that Great Britain and the United 
States having been at war, agreed to be at peace. Not a single
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issue, for the determination of which, the war had been under
taken, was expressly settled by or even mentioned in the treaty. 
However, as the sequence of subsequent events have shown, 
the results of the war have been such that the United States 
has not only enjoyed the respect of the world, but there has 
been no reason since the War of 1812 for a similar war.

The Mexican War. Although Texas had been admitted as a 
state in the American Union, Mexico, however, had not given 
up her claim to that state, but she might not have persisted 
in her claim but for a dispute as to the western boundary, 
which Texas claimed was the Rio Grande, while Mexico as
serted that it was the Nueces River. Thus, the territory be
tween the two rivers was in dispute. Such were the causes of 
the Mexican War. President Polk sustained the claim of 
Texas, and ordered General Zachary Taylor to take possession 
of the country to the Rio Grande. Taylor took up a position 
on the river, a short distance above the mouth, opposite Ma
tamoras. On April 26, 1846, a body of Mexicans crossed the 
river into the disputed territory and attacked a company of 
Americans, killing and wounding sixteen of them. On the 
8th day of May Taylor encountered a Mexican force and de
feated them. They retreated to Resaca de la Palma, where 
Taylor the next day again defeated them. Taylor, immediately 
thereafter, took possession of Matamoras, although war had 
not yet been declared. On May 11, 1846, Congress declared 
war. The war having continued for almost two years, and 
Mexico being defeated, a treaty of peace was signed at Guada
lupe Hidalgo, February 2, 1848.

The Civil War. From the organization of the American 
Government, in 1789, under the Constitution of the United 
States, down to the beginning of the Civil War, one class of 
American statesmen, under Thomas Jefferson, and later un
der John C. Calhoun and Robert Young Hayne, held that each
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of the states was sovereign, and that the central or national 
government was merely their agent for the performance of 
certain duties which they had delegated to it. Calhoun even 
contended that a state might at will nullify an act of Congress 
within its own borders. While on the other hand, there was 
another class of statesmen who, under Washington and Hamil
ton, and later under John Marshall and Daniel Webster, held 
that the individual states were not sovereign, but that the 
Constitution was the supreme law of the land, and that the 
sovereignty of the American people under that great instru
ment was vested in the Nation—the United States of America.

As time went on, the people of the North came to have in
terests in common, and a strong national feeling (in conflict 
with the doctrine of state sovereignty) grew up among them; 
while the South held firmly to the doctrine of state sovereignty.

The question of slavery also was much discussed and it 
tended to array the North and the South against each other. 
The industrial and other interests of the two sections were 
different. The North was chiefly concerned in manufacturing, 
in commerce, and in shipping; while the South was interested 
almost entirely in agricultural pursuits, corn, cotton, and to
bacco being the chief products. The North could not profit
ably use slaves; the South could. Hence, the North was op
posed to slavery and the South was in favor of it. These 
diametrical views and conflicting interests, state sovereignty 
and slavery, constituted the cause of the Civil War.

Upon the election of Abraham Lincoln as President and his 
inauguration on March 1, 1861, eleven of the southern states 
seceded from the Union and established a new republic called 
the “Confederate States of America.” The states thus com
posing the Southern Confederacy were Mississippi, Florida, 
Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana, Texas, Arkansas, South Caro
lina, North Carolina, Virginia, and Tennessee. Jefferson
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Davis was elected President and Alexander H. Stepliens be
came Vice-President of the new government.

The first shot of the Civil War was fired upon Fort Sumter, 
in Charleston harbor, South Carolina, April 12, 1861. Among 
the many important battles fought during the war the greatest 
were: Shiloh, Tennessee, April 6, 1862; Chancellorsville, Vir
ginia, May 2-4, 1863; Stone River, Tennessee, December 31, 
1862; Antietam, Maryland, September 17, 1862; and Gettys
burg, Pennsylvania, July 1-3, 1863. The battle of Gettysburg- 
marked the turning-point in the Civil War in favor of the 
Union. The war virtually closed with the surrender of Gen
eral Robert E. Lee to General Ulysses S. Grant at Appomat
tox, Virginia, April 9, 1865. President Johnson’s proclama
tion of May 10, 1865, however, marked the actual close of hos
tilities; that of April 2, 1866, declared the insurrection at an 
end in all the States save Texas; and that of August 20, 1866, 
declared the insurrection was at an end in all the States, and 
that peace, order and tranquillity, and civil authority existed 
in and throughout the whole United States of America.

The war practically settled the slavery question. In De
cember, 1865, however, the matter was absolutely settled be
yond all possible question by the thirteenth amendment to the 
Constitution, which reads: “Neither slavery nor involuntary 
servitude, except as a punishment for crime whereof the party 
shall have been duly convicted, shall exist within the United 
States, or any place subject to their jurisdiction.”

The first trace of negro slavery on the Western Hemisphere 
is to be found in the decrees of Ferdinand and Isabella of 
Spain, whereby, in 1501, they permitted negro slaves to be 
carried from Spain to the Spanish colony of Hayti (Hispani
ola) to be used in the mines. Also in 1526, a Spaniard, named 
Lucas Vasquez d’Ayllon, who had obtained a grant of land 
on the James River (as it was afterwards called) from James 
V. of Spain, built a town called San Miguel, about where the
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English in 1607, eighty-one years afterward, founded James
town. Negro slaves were used by the Spaniards in this work 
of building the town of San Miguel, which was the first in
stance of slave-labor on the part of negroes within the limits 
of what is now the United States. Slavery, however, as an 
institution was introduced into this country by the English, 
when, in 1619, a Dutch man-of-war landed the first negro 
slaves on the coast of Virginia, 'which slaves were purchased 
by the colonists to be used on their plantations.

The Civil War, although it cost nearly one million lives and 
$3,500,000,000, resulted in reuniting the people of the Ameri
can Union more firmly than ever before and in abolishing 
slavery forever from our country. The theory of the right of 
a state to secede from the American Union was thereby forever 
eradicated from our system of national constitutional govern
ment, and slavery being overthrown, the flag of our country 
became at once and will ever remain the true emblem of free
dom and the symbol of national power and supremacy.

Now, at this point, the close of the Civil War, let us glance 
back over the preceding pages of American history. We there 
observe, conspicuously inscribed, far above all others, the 
names of three men—George Washington, John Marshall, and 
Abraham Lincoln. The successful conclusion of the Revolu
tionary War and the formation of the American Union were 
made possible by the genius, patriotism and statesmanship of 
George Washington; and the national principles, the doctrine 
of federal supremacy, and the scope of the legislative power of 
the American Union, under the Constitution, were clearly in
terpreted and inscribed in cold logic and sound reason upon the 
records of the Supreme Court by John Marshall, a jurist with
out a peer. The American Union thus established by Wash
ington, and the fundamental principles and legislative powers 
of which had been so clearly interpreted by Marshall, was 
preserved and saved from the destructive forces of the Civil
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War by the enduring patience and wisdom of Abraham Lin
coln, who, on a solemn and memorable occasion, invoked and 
proclaimed the high resolve that this “government of the peo
ple, by the people, for the people, shall not perish from the 
earth.”

The Spanish-American War. This war was the outgrowth of 
Spanish oppression in Cuba and Porto Rico, where a war for 
independence had been waged for many years by the people 
of those islands.

On April 11, 1898, President McKinley sent a special mes
sage to Congress on the subject of Cuba. He declared that 
conditions there were intolerable to the United States, and 
that the only way in which they could be settled was by com
pelling a peace in the islands. lie said that in the name of 
humanity and civilization the war in Cuba must stop, and 
asked from Congress authority to use the military and naval 
forces of the United States in bringing about peace.

In response to this message Congress passed a resolution 
authorizing the President to stop the war in Cuba, and, if 
necessary, to use the army and navy for that purpose. The 
resolution also demanded that Spain should at once give up 
its authority in Cuba and withdraw its land and naval forces 
from that island. The resolution gave Spain five days in which 
to reply. Without waiting for the five days to pass Spain in
stantly dismissed the United States Minister at Madrid. This 
was practically a declaration of war.

On April 25, 1898, Congress declared that war between Spain 
and the United States had existed since April 21st. On April 
22nd, the first shot of the Spanish-American war was fired by 
the gunboat Nashville, which captured the Spanish ship Bue- 
naventure off the coast of Florida. Every battle on land and 
sea resulted favorably to the United States.

Spain on July 17th, just eighty-one days after the first shot 
of the war was fired, signified her willingness to capitulate.
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Peace was, accordingly, concluded by the treaty of Paris on 
December 10, 1898. The result of the war was satisfactory to 
the United States. By the terms of the treaty Spain sur
rendered Guam, the Philippines, and Porto Rico to the United 
States on payment of $20,000,000, but retained certain com
mercial privileges in the Philippines. At the same time Spain 
relinquished all claim to Cuba. Cuba later duly organized an 
independent government, republican in form.

With the ending of the Spanish-American War, there was 
also an ending for all time of monarchial rule on the Western 
Hemisphere, for it can never return to a land whose people 
have once become imbued with republican ideas and have felt 
the thrill of freedom and the spirit of independence.

This brings to our mind the famous Monroe Doctrine. Early 
in the 19th century Mexico and the Spanish colonies in South 
America, one after another, threw off Spanish authority, and 
were recognized as independent Republics by the United 
States. The European powers were opposed to republican 
ideas, and in 1815 Russia, Austria and Prussia formed what 
was called the Holy Alliance to suppress all republican move
ments in Europe. In 1823 this Holy Alliance decided to ex
tend its operation to America, and help Spain recover her lost 
colonies.

On December 2, 1823, President Monroe, in a message to 
Congress set forth what has ever since been known as the Mon
roe Doctrine. The message declared: “That the American 
continents, by the free and independent condition which they 
have assumed and maintained are henceforth not to be con
sidered as subjects for future colonization by any European 
powers. That we should consider any attempt on their part 
to extend their system to any portion of this hemisphere as 
dangerous to our peace and safety.”

With regard to the South American republics, the message 
further declared, “We could not view any interposition for
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the purpose of oppressing them or controlling in any other 
manner their destiny by any European power in any other 
light than as the manifestation of an unfriendly disposition 
toward the United States.”

The Monroe Doctrine is as potent today as it was in 1823.
The World War. On June 28, 1914, the Archduke Francis 

Ferdinand, the Crown Prince of Austria, and his wife, being 
on a visit to Sarajevo, in the Austrian province of Bosnia, 
were both assassinated by a Serbian student. Great excite
ment immediately prevailed in Sofia and Vienna, and in Ber
lin and in St. Petersburg. It was asserted in Austrian circles 
that the assassination was the result of a Serbian plot. The 
Austrian press avowed that the plot on the Archduke’s life 
had been instigated by officials in Serbia. War against Ser
bia was immediately urged in Vienna.

There were thousands of peasants residing in Bosnia who 
were of Serbian nationality, and, though they were subjects 
of Austria, nevertheless, they desired that Bosnia be made a 
part of Serbia; and this desire was shared by the leading 
factions in Serbia itself. Obviously, the situation thus pre
sented was anything but harmonious and satisfactory. But 
were the facts sufficient to justify war? Were they not such 
as could have been readily and satisfactorily disposed of, 
either by sincere and honest diplomacy, or by referring the 
matter to the decision of The Hague International Tribunal, 
or even by a judicial proceeding? Serbia expressed her will
ingness to have the matter so settled. That the matter was 
not settled in some such manner, is, as it would seem, proof 
that the facts were made to serve merely as a pretext for war.

The Austrian Government, seemingly determined upon war, 
and in great haste, made certain specific demands upon the 
Serbian Government, to which the latter promptly replied, but 
the reply not being “satisfactory” to Austria, she immediately,
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on July 28, 1914, declared war on Serbia. In rapid succession 
other nations joined on one side or the other in the pending 
conflict.

Those arrayed on the side of Serbia, were: Russia, France, 
Great Britain, Japan, China, Italy, Belgium, Rumania, Greece, 
San Marino, Montenegro, and the United States. Those on 
the side of Austria-Hungary were: Germany, Turkey, and 
Bulgaria.

On November 11, 1918, at 11 a. m., hostilities between the 
contending forces ceased. The greatest war in history was, 
after a period of four years and nearly four months, at an end. 
The forces on the side of Austria-Hungary, Germany, Turkey, 
and Bulgaria, were obliged to surrender to the allies. The 
result was thus in favor of civilization and humanity, and 
against militarism, barbarity and the instincts of brutality. 
Peace again reigned throughout the world. On June 28, 1919, 
the formal treaty of peace was signed at Paris. The World 
War cost about eleven million lives, and in money, and in 
destruction and loss of property, many billions of dollars.



CHAPTER XXIV.

The Presidents of the United States.

We have liad, including Mr. Coolidge, twenty-nine Presi
dents. Two, Ex-President Taft, who is now Chief Justice of 
the Supreme Court of the United States, and Calvin Coolidge, 
who is now the President, are the only survivors.

Six of the Presidents, William Henry Harrison, Zachary 
Taylor, Abraham Lincoln, James Abram Garfield, William 
McKinley, and Warren Gamaliel Harding, in the order named, 
died in office. The Vice-Presidents who succeeded to the presi
dency on account of the death of the Presidents above named, 
were, in the order of their succession, John Tyler, Millard Fill
more, Andrew Johnson, Chester Alan Arthur, Theodore Roose
velt, and Calvin Coolidge.

Two Presidents, Thomas Jefferson in 1801, and John Quincy 
Adams in 1825, were elected by the House of Representatives, 
which was owing to the fact, in each instance, that no candi
date had a majority of the electors. The election of Jefferson 
was had pursuant to Article II, Section 1, Paragraph 3, of 
the Constitution. That of Adams, pursuant to the 12th 
Amendment.

In 1876 Rutherford Birchard Hayes was nominated as a can
didate by the Republicans, and Samuel Jones Tilden, by the 
Democrats. The election was so evenly balanced between the 
candidates, and there had been so much irregularity in the 
voting and subsequent electoral proceedings in the States of 
Florida, Louisiana, South Carolina, and Oregon, that no cer
tain declaration of the result could be made.
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After much debating in Congress it was finally agreed by 
Act, approved on January 29, 1877, that all the disputed elec
tion returns should be referred to a Joint High Commission 
to consist of live members chosen from the United States Sen
ate, five from the House of Representatives, and five from the 
Supreme Court. (See Statutes at Large, 44th Congress, 1875- 
1877, Vol. 19, page 227; Century Dictionary, Vol. IX, page 
356.)

The Judgment of the .Commission was to be final in all mat
ters referred to it for decision. The counting was begun, as 
usual, in the presence of the Senate and the House of Repre
sentatives. (See 12tli Amendment.) When the disputed and 
duplicate returns were reached, they were referred, State by 
State, to the Commission, by which tribunal the decision was 
made. On March 2, 1877, only two days before the time for 
the inauguration, the final decision was rendered. One hun
dred and eighty-five electoral votes were cast for Hayes, and 
one hundred and eighty-four for Tilden, nayes was declared 
to have been duly elected.

Following are the names, date of birth, date of inaugura
tion, and dace of death (except as above noted) of each of the 
Presidents:

(1) GEORGE WASHINGTON: Born in Virginia, Feb
ruary 22, 1732; inaugurated first term, April 30, 1789; inau
gurated second term, March 4, 1793; died December 14, 1799.

(2) JOHN ADAMS: Born in Massachusetts, October 31, 
1735; inaugurated March 4, 1797; died July 4, 1826.

(3) THOMAS JEFFERSON: Born in Virginia, April 2, 
1743; inaugurated first term, March 4, 1801; inaugurated sec
ond term, March 4, 1805; died July 4, 1826.
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(4) JAMES MADISON: Born in Virginia, Marell 16, 
1751; inaugurated first term, March 4, 1809; inaugurated sec
ond term, March 4, 1813; died June 28, 1836.

(5) JAMES MONROE: Born in Virginia, April 28, 
1758; inaugurated first term, March 4, 1817; inaugurated sec
ond term, March 5, 1821; died July 4, 1831.

(6) JOHN QUINCY ADAMS: Born in Massachusetts, 
July 11, 1767; inaugurated March 4, 1825; died February 23,
1848.

(7) ANDREW JACKSON: Born March 15, 1767, in the
Waxhaw Settlement on the border between North and South 
Carolina, as lie believed, in South Carolina; but, as the evi
dence seems to show, his birthplace was north of the border— 
in North Carolina. He was inaugurated first term, March 4, 
1829; inaugurated second term, March 4, 1833; died June 8, 
1845. •

(8) MARTIN VAN BUREN: Born in New York, Decem
ber 5, 1782; inaugurated March 4, 1837; died July 24, 1862.

(9) WILLIAM HENRY HARRISON: Born in Virginia, 
February 9, 1773; inaugurated March 4, 1841; died April 4, 
1841. He was the first President to die in office.

(10) JOHN TYLER: Born in Virginia, March 29, 1790; 
took the oath as President, April 6, 1841; died January 18, 
1862.

(11) JAMES KNOX POLK: Born in North Carolina, No
vember 2, 1795; inaugurated March 4, 1845; died June 15,
1849.

(12) ZACHARY TAYLOR: Born in Virginia, Septem
ber 24, 1784; inaugurated March 5, 1849; died July 9, 1850. 
He was the second President to die in office.
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(13) MILLARD FILLMORE: Born in New York, Febru
ary 7, 1800; took the oatli as President, July 10, 1850; died 
March 7, 1874.

(14) FRANKLIN PIERCE: Born in New Hampshire, 
November 23, 1804; inaugurated March 4, 1853; died October 
8, 1869.

(15) JAMES BUCHANAN: Born in Pennsylvania, 
April 23, 1791; inaugurated March 4, 1857; died June 1, 1868.

(16) ABRAHAM LINCOLN: Born in Kentucky, Febru
ary 12, 1809; inaugurated first term, March 4, 1861; inaugu
rated second term, March 4, 1865; died April 15, 1865. He 
was the third President to die in office.

(17) ANDREW JOHNSON: Born in North Carolina, De
cember 29, 1808; took the oath as President, April 15, 1865; 
died July 31, 1875.

(18) ULYSSES SIMPSON GRANT: Born in Ohio, April 
27, 1822; inaugurated first term, March 4, 1869; inaugurated 
second term, March 4, 1873; died July 23, 1885.

(19) RUTHERFORD BIRCHARD HAYES: Born in 
Ohio, October 4, 1822; inaugurated March 5, 1877; died Janu
ary 17, 1893.

(20) JAMES ABRAM GARFIELD: Born in Ohio, No
vember 19, 1831; inaugurated March 4, 1881; died September 
19, 1881. He was the fourth President to die in office.

(21) CHESTER ALAN ARTHUR: Born in Vermont, 
October 5, 1830; took the oath as President in New York City, 
September 20, 1881, and again, in Washington, on the 22nd; 
died November 18, 1886.

(22) GROVER CLEVELAND: Born in New Jersey, 
March 18, 1837; inaugurated first term, March 4, 1885; inaug
urated second term, March 4, 1893; died June 24, 1908.
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(23) BENJAMIN HARRISON: Born in Ohio, August 20, 
1833; inaugurated March 4, 1889; died March 13, 1901. He 
was a descendant from Pocahontas, the Indian Princess.

(24) WILLIAM McKINLEY: Born in Ohio, January 29, 
1843; inaugurated first term, March 4, 1897; inaugurated sec
ond term, March 5, 1901; died September 14, 1901. He was 
the fifth President to die in office.

(25) THEODORE ROOSEVELT: Born in New York, 
October 27, 1858; took the oath as President in Buffalo, N. Y., 
September 14, 1901; inaugurated second term, March 4, 1905; 
died January 6, 1919.

(26) WILLIAM HOWARD TAFT: Born in Ohio, Sep
tember 15, 1857; inaugurated March 4, 1909.

(27) WOODROW WILSON: Born in Virginia, Decem
ber 28, 1856; inaugurated first term, March 4, 1913; inaugu
rated second term, March 5, 1917; died February 3, 1924.

(28) WARREN GAMALIEL HARDING: Born in Ohio, 
November 2, 1865; inaugurated March 4, 1921; died August 
2, 1923. He was the sixth President to die in office.

(29) CALVIN COOLIDGE: Born in Vermont, July 4, 
1872; took the oath as President at his father’s home in Ver
mont, August 3, 1923.

The 4th of March was fixed as the date on which the Presi
dents were to be inaugurated, because that date seldom occurs 
on Sunday. But five times during our history as a nation has 
the inauguration day fallen on Sunday. The first was the 
second term of James Monroe, March 4, 1821; the second that 
of Zachary Taylor, March 4, 1849; the third that of Ruther
ford B. Hayes, March 4, 1877; the fourth the second term of 
William McKinley, March 4, 1901; and the fifth the second 
term of Woodrow Wilson, March 4, 1917. While each of the
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five Presidents just mentioned took the oath of office on Sun
day, March the 4th, each was formally inaugurated on the 
next day, Monday, the 5th. The 4th of March, inauguration 
day, will occur but twice on Sunday during the remainder of 
the present century—in 1945 and in 1973.



CHAPTER XXV.
Conclusion.In conclusion, it is deemed proper to observe, that while the duties necessarily devolving upon an American citizen may, in some respects, be considered somewhat exacting, yet, when viewed in the light of the many compensating rights and privileges which are constantly accruing to him by reason of our liberal form of self-government, and which constitute a conspicuous part of the rich heritage of each and every American citizen now living and of those who may follow him, such duties, obviously, are not burdensome in the sense of being oppressive, but only such as good citizenship and the general welfare and progress of our common country reasonably require.No good citizen will hesitate or fail to do his duty, or be remiss in observing the law of the land. It is an essential part of the Anglo-Saxon’s creed that all persons should obey the law. This is especially true where, as under our republican form of government, the law is not made for the citizen, but the citizen himself, either directly or indirectly, makes the law by which he is governed.Also, under our representative system of government, where we elect by ballot from among the citizens those who are to officially act for or represent us in our public affairs, it is essential and fundamentally right that the majority should control, and that the minority abide by and conform its action to the result thus lawfully reached; yet, it is equally true, that the majority has no right to ignore the views of the minority. The minority is a part of the community and has rights which



107the majority should respect. It is also vital to the general welfare, that those who have been thus officially chosen, to constantly bear in mind that it is their duty to act for and represent both the majority and the minority—the entire community.If what is written on these pages shall, though in a small way, serve to increase the interest in American citizenship and in the history of our country, then this little book will not have been written in vain.



THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE 1776.*

* Delegates from ten colonies having assembled at Philadelphia, on July 
2, 1776, by an appropriate resolution, declared the colonies free and inde
pendent. 'it was on July 4, 1776, however, the anniversary of which day we 
now celebrate, that the memorable and historic document, written by Thomas 
Jefferson, which formally expresses American Independence, was adopted by 
the assembled delegates. (Ante page 32.)

When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one 
people to dissolve the political bands which have connected them with 
another, and to assume among the Powers of the earth, the separate 
and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature’s God 
entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that 
they should declare the causes which impel them to the separation.

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created 
equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable 
Eights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happi
ness. That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among 
Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed. That 
whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, 
it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute 
new Government, laying its foundation on such principles and organiz
ing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect 
their Safety and Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Gov
ernments long established should not be changed for light and tran
sient causes; and accordingly all experience hath shown, that mankind 
are more disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to right 
themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. But 
when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the 
same Object evinces a design to reduce them under absolute Despotism, 
it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off such Government, and to 
provide new Guards for their future security. Such has been the 
patient sufferance of these Colonies; and such is now the necessity 
which constrains them to alter their former Systems of Government. 
The history of the present King of Great Britain is a history of re
peated injuries and usurpations, all having in direct object the estab-
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lishment of an absolute Tyranny over these States. To prove this, let 
Facts be submitted to a candid world.

He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome and neces
sary for the public good.

He has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of immediate and 
pressing importance, unless suspended in their operation till his Assent 
should be obtained; and when so suspended, he has utterly neglected to 
attend to them.

He has refused to pass other Laws for the accommodation of large 
districts of people, unless those people would relinquish the right of 
Representation in Legislature, a right inestimable to them and for
midable to tyrants only.

He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual, uncom
fortable, and distant from the depository of their Public Records, for 
the sole purpose of fatiguing them into compliance with his measures.

He has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, for opposing 
with manly firmness his invasions on the rights of the people.

He has refused for a long time, after such dissolutions, to cause 
others to be elected; whereby the Legislative Powers, incapable of 
Annihilation, have returned to the People at large for their exercise; 
the State remaining in the mean time exposed to all dangers of in
vasion from without, and convulsions within.

He has endeavored to prevent the population of these States; for 
that purpose obstructing the Laws of Naturalization of Foreigners; 
refusing to pass others to encourage their migration hither, and rais
ing the conditions of new Appropriations of Lands.

He has obstructed the Administration of Justice, by refusing his 
Assent to Laws for establishing Judiciary Powers.

He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for the tenure 
of their offices, and the amount and payment of their salaries.

He has erected a multitude of New Offices, and sent hither swarms 
of Officers to harass our People, and eat out their substance.

He has kept among us, in times of peace, Standing Armies without 
the Consent of our legislature.

He has affected to render the Military independent of and superior 
to the Civil Power.

He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction foreign 
to our constitution, and unacknowledged by our laws; giving his Assent 
to their acts of pretended legislation:

For quartering large bodies of armed troops among us:
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For protecting them, by a mock Trial, from Punishment for any 
Murders which they should commit on the Inhabitants of these States:

For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the world:
For imposing taxes on us without our Consent:
For depriving us in many cases, of the benefits of Trial by Jury:
For transporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended offenses'.
For abolishing the free System of English Laws in a neighbouring 

Province, establishing therein an Arbitrary government, and enlarging 
its Boundaries so as to render it at once an example and fit instrument 
for introducing the same absolute rule into these Colonies:

For taking away our Charters, abolishing our most valuable Laws, 
and altering fundamentally the Forms of our Governments:

For suspending our own Legislature, and declaring themselves in
vested with Power to legislate for us in all cases whatsoever.

He has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out of his Pro
tection and waging War against us.

He has plundered our seas, ravaged our Coasts, burnt our towns, 
and destroyed the lives of our people.

He is at this time transporting large armies of foreign mercenaries 
to compleat the works of death, desolation and tyranny, already begun 
with circumstances of Cruelty & perfidy scarcely paralleled in the 
most barbarous ages, and totally unworthy the Head of a civilized 
nation.

He has constrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive on the high 
Seas to bear Arms against their Country, to become the executioners of 
their friends and Brethren, or to fall themselves by their Hands.

He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and has endeav
ored to bring on the inhabitants of our frontiers, the merciless Indian 
Savages, whose known rule of warfare, is an undistinguished destruc
tion of all ages, sexes and conditions.

In every stage of these Oppressions We have Petitioned for Redress 
in the most humble terms: Our repeated Petitions have been answered 
only by repeated injury. A Prince, whose characters thus marked by 
every act which may define a Tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free 
People.

Nor have We been wanting in attention to our British brethren. 
We have warned them from time to time of attempts by their legis
lature to extend an unwarrantable jurisdiction over us. We have 
reminded them of the circumstances of our emigration and settlement 
here. We have appealed to their native justice and magnanimity, and 
we have conjured them by the ties of our common kindred to disavow
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these usurpations, which, would inevitably interrupt our connections 
and correspondence. They too have been deaf to the voice of justice 
and of consanguinity. We must, therefore, acquiesce in the necessity, 
which denounces our Separation, and hold them, as we hold the rest 
of mankind, Enemies in War, in Peace Friends.

We, therefore, the Representatives of the United States of America, 
in General Congress, Assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of 
the world for the rectitude of our intentions, do, in the Name, and by 
Authority of the good People of these Colonies, solemnly publish and 
declare, That these United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be 
Free and Independent States; that they are Absolved from all Allegi
ance to the British Crown, and that all political connection between 
them and the State of Great Britain, is and ought to be totally dissolv
ed ; and that as Free and Independent States, they have full Power to 
levy War, conclude Peace, contract Alliances, establish Commerce, and 
to do all other Acts and Things which Independent States may of right 
do. And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on 
the Protection of Divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other 
our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred Honor.



ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION—1776-1778-1781.*

* On October 7, 1765, the first Colonial Congress assembled in New York 
and adopted a Declaration of Rights. (Ante page 27.)

On September 5, 1774, the first Continental Congress assembled in Philadel
phia and adopted a Declaration of Rights. This Congress was in session 
almost continuously until the adoption of the Articles of Confederation. (Ante 
page 28.)

The Articles of Confederation were adopted by the Congress on July 9, 
1778, and, finally, by all the States on March 1, 1781, and continued in force 
until March 4, 1789, when the Constitution of the United States became effec
tive. (Ante pages 40-44.)

To all to whom these Presents shall come, we the undersigned 
Delegates of the States affixed to our Names send greeting.

Whereas the Delegates of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled did on the fifteenth day of November in the year of our Lord 
One Thousand Seven Hundred and Seventy-seven, and in the second 
Year of the Independence of America agree to certain articles of Con
federation and perpetual Union between the States of Newhampshire, 
Massachusetts-bay, Rliodeisland and Providence Plantations, Connec
ticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Virginia, North- 
Carolina, South-Carolina and Georgia in the Words following, viz.

Articles of Confederation and perpetual Union between the States, 
of Newhampshire, Massachusetts-bay, Rliodeisland and Providence 
Plantations, Connecticut, New-York, New-Jersey, Pennsylvania, Dela
ware, Maryland, Virginia, North-Carolina, South-Carolina and Georgia.

Article I. The stile of this confederacy shall be “The United 
States of America.”

Article II. Each State retains its sovereignty, freedom and inde
pendence, and every power, jurisdiction and right, which is not by this 
confederation expressly delegated to the United States, in Congress 
assembled.

Article III. The said States hereby severally enter into a firm 
league of friendship with each other, for their common defence, the 
security of their liberties, and their mutual and general welfare, bind
ing themselves to assist each other, against all force offered to, or 
attacks made upon them, or any of them, on account of religion, sov
ereignty, trade, or any other pretence whatever.



113Article IV. The better to secure and perpetuate mutual friendship and intercourse among the people of the different States in this Union, the free inhabitants of each of these States, paupers, vagabonds and fugitives from justice excepted, shall be entitled to all privileges and immunities of free citizens in the several States; and the people ■of each State shall have free ingress and regress to and from any other State, and shall enjoy therein all the privileges of trade and commerce, subject to the same duties, impositions and restrictions as- the inhabitants thereof respectively, provided that such restrictions shall not extend so far as to prevent the removal of property imported into any State, to any other State of which the owner is an inhabitant; provided also that no imposition, duties or restriction shall be laid by any State, on the property of the United States, or either of them.If any Person guilty of, or charged with treason, felony, or other high misdemeanor in any State, shall flee from justice, and be found in any of the United States, he shall upon demand of the Governor or Executive power, of the State from which he fled, be delivered up and removed to the State having jurisdiction of his offence.Full faith and credit shall be given in each of these States to the records, acts and judicial proceedings of the courts and magistrates •of every other State.Article V. For the more convenient management of the general interest of the United States, delegates shall be annually appointed in such manner as the legislature of each State shall direct, to meet in Congress on the first Monday in November, in every year, with a power reserved to each State, to recall its delegates, or any of them, at any time within the year, and to send others in their stead, for the remainder of the year.No State shall be represented in Congress by less than two, nor more than seven members; and' no person shall be capable of being a delegate for more than three years in any term of six years ; nor shall any person, being a delegate, be capable of holding any office under the United States, for which he, or another for his benefit receives any salary, fees or emolument of any kind.Each State shall maintain its own delegates in a meeting of the States, and while they act as members of the committee of the States.In determining questions in the United States, in Congress assembled, each State shall have one vote.Freedom of speech and debate in Congress shall not be impeached ■or questioned in any court, or place out of Congress, and the members
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of Congress shall be protected in their persons from arrests and im
prisonments, during the time of their going to and from, and attend
ance on Congress, except for treason, felony, or breach of the peace.

Article VI. No State without the consent of the United States in 
Congress assembled, shall send any embassy to, or receive any embassy 
from, or enter into any conference, agreement, alliance or treaty with 
any king, prince or state; nor shall any person holding any office of 
profit of trust under the United States, or any of them, accept of any 
present, emolument, office or title of any kind whatever from any king, 
prince or foreign state; nor shall the United States in Congress assem
bled, or any of them, grant any title of nobility.

No two or more States shall enter into any treaty, confederation 
or alliance whatever between them, without the consent of the United 
States in Congress assembled, specifying accurately the purposes for 
which the same is to be entered into, and how long it shall continue.

No State shall lay any imposts or duties, which may interfere with 
any stipulations in treaties, entered into by the United States in Con
gress assembled, with any king, prince or state, in pursuance of any 
treaties already proposed by Congress, to the courts of France and 
Spain.

No vessels of war shall be kept up in time of peace by any State, 
except such number only, as shall be deemed necessary by the United 
States in Congress assembled, for the defence of such State, or its 
trade; nor shall any body of forces be kept up by any State, in time 
of peace, except such number only, as in the judgment of the United 
States, in Congress assembled, shall be deemed requisite to garrison 
the forts necessary for the defence of such State; but every State shall 
always keep up a well regulated and disciplined militia, sufficiently 
armed and accoutered, and shall provide and constantly have ready 
for use, in public stores, a due number of field pieces and tents, and 
a proper quantity of arms, ammunition and camp equipage.

No State shall engage in any war without the consent of the United 
States in Congress assembled, unless such State be actually invaded by 
enemies, or shall have received certain advice of a resolution being 
formed by some nation of Indians to invade such State, and the danger 
is so imminent as not to admit of a delay, till the United States 
in Congress assembled can be consulted; nor shall any State grant 
commissions to any ships or vessels of war, nor letters of marque or 
reprisal, except it be after a declaration of war by the United States 
in Congress assembled, and then only against the kingdom or state



115and the subjects thereof, against which war has been so declared, and under such regulations as shall be established by the United States in Congress assembled, unless such State be infested by pirates, in which case vessels of war may be fitted out for that occasion, and kept so long as the danger shall continue, or until the United States in Congress assembled shall determine otherwise.Article VII. When land-forces are raised by any State for the common defence, all officers of or under the rank of colonel, shall be appointed by the Legislature of each State respectively by whom such forces shall be raised, or in such manner as such State shall direct, and all vacancies shall be filled up by the State which first made the appointment.Article VIII. All charges of war, and all other expenses that shall be incurred for the common defence or general welfare, and allowed by the United States in Congress assembled, shall be defrayed out of a common treasury, which shall be supplied by the several States, in proportion to the value of all land within each State, granted to or surveyed for any person, as such land and the buildings and improvements thereon shall be estimated according to such mode as the United States in Congress assembled, shall from time to time direct and appoint.The taxes for paying that proportion shall be laid and levied by the authority and direction of the Legislatures of the several States within the time agreed upon by the United States in Congress assembled.Article IX. The United States in Congress assembled, shall have the sole and exclusive right and power of determining on peace and war, except in the cases mentioned in the sixth article—of sending and receiving ambassadors—entering into treaties and alliances, provided that no treaty of commerce shall be made whereby the legislative power of the respective States shall be restrained from imposing such imposts and duties on foreigners, as their own people are subject to, or from prohibiting the exportation or importation of any species of goods or commodities whatsoever—of establishing rules for deciding in all cases, what captures on land or water shall I - Jegal, and in what manner prizes taken by land or naval forces in the service of the United States shall be divided or appropriated—of granting letters of marque and reprisal in times of peace—appointing courts for the trial of piracies and felonies committed on the high seas and establishing courts for receiving and determining finally appeals in all cases



116of Captures, provided that no member of Congress shall be appointed a judge of any of the said courts.The United States in Congress assembled shall also be the last resort on appeal in all disputes and differences now subsisting or that hereafter may arise between two or more States concerning boundary, jurisdiction or any other cause whatever; which authority shall always be exercised in the manner following. Whenever the legislative or executive authority or lawful agent of any State in controversy with another shall present a petition to Congress, stating the matter in question and praying for a hearing, notice thereof shall be given by order of Congress to the legislative or executive authority of the other State in controversy, and a day assigned for the appearance of the parties by their lawful agents, who shall then be directed to appoint by joint consent, commissioners or judges to constitute a court for hearing and determining the matter in question: but if they cannot agree, Congress shall name three persons out of each of the United States, and from the list of such persons each party shall alternately strike out one, the petitioners beginning, until the number shall be reduced to thirteen; and from that number not less than seven, nor more than nine names as Congress shall direct, shall in the presence of Congress be drawn out by lot, and the persons whose names shall be so drawn or any five of them, shall be commissioners or judges, to hear and finally determine the controversy, so always as a major part of the judges who shall hear the cause shall agree in the determination: and if either party shall neglect to attend at the day appointed, without showing reasons, which Congress shall judge sufficient, or being present shall refuse to strike, the Congress shall proceed to nominate three persons out of each State, and the Secretary of Congress shall strike in behalf of such party absent or refusing; and the judgment and sentence of the court to be appointed, in the manner before prescribed, shall be final and conclusive; and if any of the parties shall refuse to submit to the authority of such court, or to appear or defend their claim or cause, the court shall nevertheless proceed to pronounce sentence, or judgment, which shall in like manner be final and decisive, the judgment or sentence and other proceedings being in either case transmitted to Congress, and lodged among the acts of Congress for the security of the parties concerned; provided that every commissioner, before he sits in judgment, shall take an oath to be administered by one of the judges of the supreme or superior court of the State, where the cause shall be tried, “well and truly to hear and determine the matter in question, according to



117the best of his judgment, without favour, affection or hope of reward provided also that no State shall be deprived of territory for the benefit of the United States.All controversies concerning the private right of soil claimed under different grants of two or more States, whose jurisdiction as they may respect such lands, and the States which passed such grants are adjusted, the said grants or either of them being at the same time claimed to have originated antecedent to such settlement of jurisdiction, shall on the petition of either party to the Congress of the United States, be finally determined as near as may be in the same manner as is before prescribed for deciding disputes respecting territorial jurisdiction between different States.The United States in Congress assembled shall also have the sole and exclusive right and power of regulating the alloy and value of coin struck by their own authority, or by that of the respective States —fixing the standard of weights and measures throughout the United States—regulating the trade and managing all affairs with the Indians, not members of any of the States, provided that the legislative right of any State within its own limits be not infringed or violated— •establishing and regulating post offices from one State to another, throughout all the United States, and exacting such postage on the papers passing thro’ the same as may be requisite to defray the expenses of the said office—appointing all officers of the land forces, in the service of the United States, excepting regimental officers— appointing all the officers of the naval forces, and commissioning all officers whatever in the service of the United States—making rules for the government and regulation of the said land and naval forces, and directing their operations.The United States in Congress assembled shall have authority to appoint a committee, to sit in the recess of Congress, to be denominated “a Committee of the States,” and to consist of one delegate from each State; and to appoint such other committees and civil officers as may be necessary for managing the general affairs of the United States under their direction—to appoint one of their number to preside, provided that no person be allowed to serve in the office of president iffore than one year in any term of three years; to ascertain the necessary7 sums of money to be raised for the service of the United States, and to appropriate and apply the same for defraying the public expenses—to borrow money, or emit bills on the credit of the United States, transmitting every7 half year to the respective States an account



118of the sums of money so borrowed or emitted,—to build and equip a navy—to agree upon the number of land forces, and to make requisitions from each State for its quota, in proportion to the number of white inhabitants in such State; which requisition shall be binding, and thereupon the Legislature of each State shall appoint the regimental officers, raise the men and cloath, arm and equip them in a soldier like manner, at the expense of the United States; and the officers and men so cloathed, armed and equipped shall march to the place appointed, and within the time agreed on by the United States in Congress assembled: but if the United States in Congress assembled shall, on consideration of circumstances judge proper that any State should not raise men, or should raise a smaller number than its quota, and that any other State should raise a greater number of men than the quota thereof, such extra number shall be raised, officered, cloathed, armed and equipped in the same as the quota of such State, unless the legislature of such State shall judge that such extra number cannot be safely spared outside of the same, in which case they shall raise, officer, cloath, arm and equip as many of such extra number as they judge can be safely spared. And the officers and men so cloathed, armed and equipped, shall march to the place appointed, and within the time agreed on by the United States in Congress assembled.The United States in Congress assembled shall never engage in a war, nor grant letters of marque and reprisal in time of peace, nor enter into any treaties or alliances, nor coin money, nor regulate the value thereof, nor ascertain the sums and expenses necessary for the defence and welfare of the United States, or any of them, nor emit bills, nor borrow money on the credit of the United States, nor appropriate money, nor agree upon the number of vessels of war, to be built or purchased, or the number of land or sea forces to be raised, nor appoint a commander in chief of the army or navy, unless nine States assent to the same: nor shall a question on any other point, except for adjourning from day to day be determined, unless by the votes of a majority of the United States in Congress assembled.The Congress of the United States shall have power to adjourn to any time within the year, and to any place within the United States, so that no period of adjournment be for a longer duration than the space of six months, and shall publish the journal of their proceedings monthly, except such parts thereof relating to treaties, alliances or military operations, as in their judgment require secrecy; and the yeas



119anTl nays of the delegates of each State on any question shall be entered on the journal, when it is desired by any delegate; and the delegates of a State, or any of them, at his or their request shall be furnished with a transcript of the said journal, except such parts as are above excepted, to lay before the Legislatures of the several States.Article X. The committee of the States, or any nine of them, shall be authorized to execute, in the recess of Congress, such of the powers of Congress as the United States in Congress assembled, by the consent of nine States, shall from time to time think expedient to vest them with; provided that no power be delegated to the said committee, for the exercise of which, by the articles of confederation, the voice of nine States in the Congress of the United States assembled is requisite.Article XI. Canada acceding to this confederation, and joining in the measures of the United States, shall be admitted into, and entitled to all the advantages of this Union: but no other colony shall be admitted into the same, unless such admission be agreed to by nine States.Article XII. All bills of credit emitted, monies borrowed and debts contracted by, or under the authority of Congress, before the assembling of the United States, in pursuance of the present confederation, shall be deemed and considered as a charge against the United States, for payment and satisfaction whereof the said United States, and the public faith are hereby solemnly pledged.Article XIII. Every State shall abide by the determinations of the United States in Congress assembled, on all questions which by this confederation are submitted to them. And the articles of this confederation shall be inviolably observed by every State, and the Union shall be perpetual; nor shall any alteration at any time hereafter be made in any of them; unless such alteration be agreed to in a Congress of the United States, and be afterwards confirmed by the Legislatures of every State.And whereas it hath pleased the Great Governor of the World to incline the hearts of the Legislatures we respectively represent in Congress, to approve of, and to authorize us to ratify the said articles of confederation and perpetual union. Know ye that we the undersigned delegates, by virtue of the power and authority to us given for that purpose, do by these presents, in the name and in behalf of our respective constituents, fully and entirely ratify and confirm each and



120every of the said articles of confederation and perpetual union, and all and singular the matters and things therein contained: and we do further solemnly plight and engage the faith of our respective constituents, that they shall abide by the determinations of the United States in Congress assembled, on all questions, which by the said confederation are submitted to them. And that the articles thereof shall be inviolably observed by the States we respectively represent, and that the Union shall be perpetual.In witness whereof we have hereunto set our hands in Congress. Done at Philadelphia in the State of Pennsylvania the ninth day of July in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and seventyeight, and in the third year of the independence of America.



CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES—1787-1789.*

* The Constitutional Convention, which formulated the Constitution of the 
United States, assembled in Philadelphia on May 25, 1787, and continued in 
secret session until September 17, 1787, when, having finished its work by the 
adoption of the proposed Constitution and after directing that copies tnereof 
be sent to the various states for their adoption or rejection, it adjourned. 
(Ante pages 42-53.)

We, the People of the United States, in Order to form a more 
perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide 
for the common defence, promote the general Welfare, and secure the 
Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and 
establish this Constitution for the United States of America.

The Constitution was ordained and established, not by the 
States in their sovereign capacity, but by “the people of the 
United States.” Martin v. Hunter, 4 L. Ed. (U. S.) 97;
Chisholm v. Georgia, 1 Id. 440; Brown v. Maryland, 6 Id. 678.

Article I.
Section 1. All legislative Powers herein granted shall be vested in 

a Congress of the United States, which shall consist of a Senate and 
House of Representatives.

Section 2. 1 The House of Representatives shall be composed of
Members chosen every second Year by the People of the several States, 
and the Electors in each State shall have the Qualifications requisite 
for Electors of the most numerous Branch of the State Legislature.

2 No Person shall be a Representative who shall not have attained 
to the Age of twenty-five Years, and been seven Years a Citizen of the 
United States, and who shall not, when elected, be an Inhabitant of 
that State in which he shall be chosen.

3 [Representatives ail'd direct Taxes shall be apportioned among 
the several States which may be included within this Union, according 
to their respective Numbers, which shall be determined by adding to 
the whole Number of free Persons, including those bound to Service 
for a Term of Years, and excluding Indians not taxed, three fifths of 
all other Persons.] The actual Enumeration shall be made within 
three Years after the first Meeting of the Congress of the United States, 
and within every subsequent Term of ten Years, in such Manner as 
they shall by Law direct. The Number of Representatives shall not



122

exceed one for every thirty Thousand, but each State shall have at 
Least one Representative; and until such enumeration shall be made,
the State of New Hampshire shall be entitled to chuse three, Massa-

- „ . ----- Tsi—Con-
eight, 
South

Rhode-Island and Providence Plantations one,
Pennsylvaniachusetts eight,

necticut five, New-York six, New Jersey foui,
Delaware one, Maryland six, Virginia ten, North Carolina five, 
Carolina five, and Georgia three.

The clause of this paragraph inclosed in 
amended, as to the mode of apportionment ot 
among the several states, by the fourteenth amendment, Section 
2, and as to taxes on incomes without apportionment, by the 
sixteenth amendment.

4 When vacancies happen in the Representation from any 
the Executive Authority thereof shall issue M rits of Election

brackets was 
representatives

State, 
to fill

such Vacancies.
5 The House of Representatives shall chuse their Speaker and other 

Officers; and shall have the sole Power of Impeachment.
Section 3. 1 [The Senate of the United States shall be composed

of two Senators from each State, chosen by the Legislature thereof, 
for six Years; and each Senator shall have one Vote.]

This paragraph and the clause of paragraph 2 of this section 
next following, inclosed in brackets, were superseded by the 
seventeenth amendment.

2 Immediately after they shall be assembled in Consequence of the 
first Election, they shall be divided as equally as may be into three 
Classes. The Seats of the Senators of the first Class shall be vacated 
at the Expiration of the second year, of the second Class at the Expira
tion of the fourth Year, and of the third Class at the Expiration of the 
sixth Year, so that one-third may be chosen every second Year; [and 
if Vacancies happen by Resignation, or otherwise during the Recess of 
the Legislature of any State, the Executive thereof may make tem
porary Appointments until the next Meeting of the Legislature, which 
shall then fill such Vacancies,]

3 No Person shall be a Senator who shall not have attained to the
Age of thirty Years, and been nine Years a Citizen of the United 
States, and who shall not, when elected, be an Inhabitant of that 
State for which he shall be chosen.

4 The Vice-President of the United States shall be President of the 
Senate, but shall have no Vote, unless they be equally divided.

5 The Senate shall chuse their other Officers, and also a President 
pro tempore, in the Absence of the Vice President, or when he shall 
exercise the Office of President of the United States.
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6 The Senate shall have sole Power to try all Impeachments. When 
sitting for the Purpose, they shall be on Oath or Affirmation. When 
the President of the United States is tried, the Chief Justice shall 
preside: And no Person shall be convicted without the Concurrence 
of two thirds of the Members present.

As to the procedure in cases of impeachment, see Blount’s 
Trial, 1798; Pickering’s Trial, 1803; Chase’s Trial, 1804; Peck’s 
Trial, 1830; Andrew Johnson’s Trial, 1868; Appendix 3d Vol. 
Legislative Journal, Senate; Appendix Legislative Journal, 
Senate, 1830-1831.

1 Judgment in Cases of Impeachment shall not extend further than 
to removal from office, and disqualification to hold and enjoy any 
Office of honor, Trust or Profit under the United States; but the Party 
convicted shall nevertheless be liable and subject to Indictment, Trial, 
Judgment and Punishment, according to Law.

Section 4. 1 The Tinies, Places and Manner of holding Elections
for Senators and Representatives, shall be prescribed in each State 
by the Legislature thereof; but the Congress may at any time by Law 
make or alter such Regulations, except as to the Places of chusing 
Senators.

2 The Congress shall assemble at least once in every Year, and such 
Meeting shall be on the first Monday in December, unless they shall 
by Law appoint a different Day.

Section 5. 1 Each House shall be the Judge of the Elections, Re
turns, and Qualifications of its own Members, and a Majority of each 
shall constitute a Quorum to do Business; but a smaller Number may 
adjourn from day to day, and may be authorized to compel the Attend
ance of absent Members, in such Manner, and under such Penalties 
as each House may provide.

2 Each House may determine the Rules of its Proceedings, punish 
its Members for disorderly Behavior, and, with the Concurrence of two 
thirds, expel a Member.

3 Each House shall keep a Journal of its Proceedings, and from 
time to time publish the same, excepting such Parts as may in their 
Judgment require Secrecy; and the Yeas and Nays of the Members 
of either House on any question shall, at the Desire of one fifth of 
those present, be entered on the Journal.

4 Neither House, during the Session of Congress, shall, without the 
Consent of the other, adjourn for more than three days, nor to any 
other Place than that in which the two Houses shall be sitting.



124

Section 6. i The Senators and Representatives shall receive a Com
pensation for their Services, to be ascertained by Law, and paid out of 
the Treasury of the United States. They shall in all Cases, except 
Treason, Felony and Breach of the Peace, be privileged from Arrest 
during their Attendance at the Session of their respective Houses, and 
in going to and returning from the same; and for any Speech or De
bate in either House, they shall not be questioned in any other Place.

2 No Senator or Representative shall, during the Time for which 
he was elected, be appointed to any civil Office under the Authority of 
the United States, which shall have been created, or the Emoluments 
whereof shall have been encreased during such time; and no Person 
holding any Office under the United States, shall be a Member of 
either House during his Continuance in Office.

Section 7. 1 All Bills for raising Revenue shall originate in the
House of Representatives; but the Senate may propose or concur with 
Amendments as on other Bills.

2 Every Bill which shall have passed the House of Representatives 
and the Senate, shall, before it become a Law, be presented to the 
President of the United States; if he approve he shall sign it, but if 
not he shall return it, with his Objections to that House in which it 
shall have originated, who shall enter the Objections at large on their 
Journal, and proceed to reconsider it. If after such Reconsideration 
two thirds of that House shall agree to pass the Bill, it shall be sent, 
together with the Objections, to the other House, by which it shall 
likewise be reconsidered, and if approved by two thirds of that House, 
it shall become a Law. But in all such Cases the Votes of both Houses 
shall be determined by Yeas and Nays, and the names of the Persons 
voting for and against the Bill shall be entered on the Journal of each 
House respectively. If any Bill shall not be returned by the Presi
dent within ten days (Sundays excepted) after it shall have been pre
sented to him, the Same shall be a Law, in like Manner as if he had 
signed it, unless the Congress by their Adjournment prevent its Re
turn, in which Case it shall not be a Law.

3 Every Order, Resolution, or Vote to which the Concurrence of 
the Senate and House of Representatives may be necessary (except on 
a question of Adjournment) shall be presented to the President of the 
United States; and before the Same shall take Effect, shall be approv
ed by him, or being disapproved by him, shall be repassed by two- 
thirds of the Senate and House of Representatives, according to the 
Rules and Limitations prescribed in the Case of a Bill.
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Section 8. 1 The Congress shall have Power to lay and collect Tax
es, Duties, Imposts and Excises, to pay the Debts and provide for the 
common Defence and general Welfare of the United Stats; but all 
Duties, Imposts and Excises shall be uniform throughout the United 
States;

2 To borrow Money on the credit of the United States;
3 To regulate Commerce with foreign Nations, and among the sev

eral States, and with the Indian Tribes;
4 To establish an uniform Rule of Naturalization, and uniform 

Laws on the subject of Bankruptcies throughout the United States;
5 To coin Money, regulate the Value thereof, and of foreign Coin, 

and fix the Standard of Weights and Measures;
6 To provide for the Punishment of counterfeiting the Securities 

and current Coin of the United States;
7 To establish Post Offices and post Roads;
s To promote the Progress of Science and useful Arts, by securing 

for limited Tinies to Authors and Inventors the exclusive Right to their 
respective Writings and Discoveries;

o To constitute Tribunals inferior to the supreme Court;
10 To define and punish Piracies and felonies comitted on the high 

Seas, and Offenses against the Law of Nations;
11 To declare War, grant Letters of Marque and Reprisal, and make 

Rules concerning Captures on Land and Water;
12 To raise and support Armies, but no Appropriation of Money to 

that Use shall be for a longer Term than two Years;
is To provide and maintain a Navy;
14 To make Rules for the Government and Regulation of the land 

and naval Forces;
15 To provide for calling forth the Militia to execute the Laws of 

the Union, suppress Insurrections and repel Invasions;
io To provide for organizing, arming, and disciplining, the Militia, 

and for governing such Part of them as may be employed in the Ser
vice of the United States, reserving to the States respectively, the Ap
pointment of the Officers, and the Authority of training the Militia ac
cording to the discipline prescribed by Congress;

17 To exercise exclusive Legislation in all Cases whatsoever, over 
such District (not exceeding ten Miles square) as may, by Cession of
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particular States and the Acceptance of Congress, become the Seat of 
the Government of the United States, and to exercise like Authority 
over all Places purchased by the consent of the Legislature of the 
State in which the Same shall be, for the Erection of Forts, Magazines, 
Arsenals, dock-Yards and other needful Buildings;—And

is To make all Laws which shall be necessary and proper for carry
ing into Execution the foregoing Powers, and all other Powers vested 
by this Constitution in the Government of the United States, or in any 
Department or Officer thereof.

The powers granted to Congress by the Constitution in
clude, not only those therein expressly enumerated, but also 
certain implied powers. The implied powers are as much a 
part of the Constitution as the express powers. McCulloch ' 
v. Maryland, 4 L. Ed. (U. S.) 579; Legal Tender Cases, 20 Id. 
287; Habeas Corpus Cases, 100 U. S. 371-422.

Section 9. 1 The Migration or Importation of such Persons as any
of the States now existing shall think proper to admit, shall not be 
prohibited by the Congress prior to the Year one thousand eight hun
dred and eight, but a Tax or duty may be imposed on such Importa
tion, not exceeding ten dollars for each Person.

2 The Privilege of the Writ of Habeas Corpus shall not be sus
pended, unless when in Cases of Rebellion or Invasion the public Safety 
may require it.

HABEAS CORPUS. (Have the body.) The writ of habeas 
corpus is a writ directed to the person detaining another, 
commanding him to produce the body of the prisoner at a 
designated time and place, state the day and cause of his cap
tion and detention, to do, submit to, and receive whatsoever 
the court or judge awarding the writ shall consider in that 
behalf. The right to the writ depends upon the legality or ille
gality of the detention. Ex parte Milligan, 18 L. Ed. (U. S.) 
281; Ex parte Bollman, 2 Id. 554, Henry v. Henkel, 59 Id. 203; 
Collins v. Johnston, 50 Id. 1071; Compton v. Alabama, 53 Id. 
885.

3 No Bill of Attainder or ex post facto Law shall be passed.
A bill of attainder is a legislative act which imposes punish

ment without a judicial trial. Cummings v. Missouri, 18 L. Ed. 
(U. S.) 356; Pierce v. Corskadon, 21 Id. 276.

EX POST FACTO. (After the fact.) An ex post facto law 
is one which imposes punishment for an act which was not 
punishable when committed; or one which imposes punish
ment in addition to that which the law prescribed when the act 
was committed; or one which changes the rules of evidence, 
whereby less or different evidence than was required when the 
act was committed, is sufficient to convict. Calder v. Bull, 1 
L. Ed. (U. S.) 648; Duncan v. Missouri, 38 Id. 485; Kring 
v. Missouri, 27 Id. 506; Burgess v. Salmon, 24 Id. 1104.
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4 No Capitation, or other direct, tax shall be laid, unless in Pro
portion to the Census or Enumeration herein before directed to be 
taken.

•"> No Tax or Duty shall be laid on Articles exported from any State.
6 No Preference shall be given by any Regulation of Commerce or 

Revenue to the Ports of one State over those of another; nor shall 
Vessels bound to, or from, one State, be obliged to enter, clear, or pay 
Duties in another.

7 No Money shall be drawn from the Treasury, but in Consequence 
of Appropriations made by Law; and a regular Statement and Ac
count of the Receipts and Expenditures of all public Money shall be 
published from time to time.

8 No Title of Nobility shall be granted by the United States: and 
no Person holding any Office of Profit or Trust under them, shali, 
without the Consent of the Congress, accept of any present, Emolu
ment, Office, or Title of any kind whatever from any King, Prince, or 
foreign State.

Section 10. i No State shall enter into any Treaty, Alliance, or 
Confederation; grant Letters of Marque and Reprisal; coin Money; 
emit Bills of Credit; Make any Thing but gold and silver Coin a Tender 
in Payment of Debts; pass any Bill of Attainder, ex post facto Law, 
or Law impairing the Obligation of Contracts, or grant any Title of 
Nobility.

2 No State shall, without the Consent of the Congress, lay any Im
posts or Duties on Imports or Exports, except what may be absolutely 
necessary for executing it’s inspection Laws; and the net Produce of 
all Duties and Imposts, laid by any State on Imports or Exports, shall 
be for the Use of the Treasury of the United States; and all such Laws 
shall be subject to the Revision and Control of the Congress.

3 No State shall, without the consent of Congress, lay any Duty on 
Tonnage, keep Troops, or Ships of War in time of Peace, enter into 
any Agreement or Compact with another State, or with a foreign Pow
er, or engage in War, unless actually invaded, or In such imminent 
Danger as will not admit of delay.

ARTICLE II.
Section 1. i The executive Power shall be vested in a President of 

the United States of America. He shall hold his Office during the Term 
of four Years, and, together with the Vice President, chosen for the 
same Term, be elected, as follows
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2 Each State shall appoint, in such manner as the Legislature there
of may direct, a Number of Electors, equal to the whole Number of 
Senators and Representatives to which the State may be entitled in 
the Congress; but no Senator or Representative, or Person holding an 
Office of Trust or Profit under the United States, shall be appointed an 
Elector.

3 [The electors shall meet in their respective States, and vote by bal
lot for two Persons, of whom one at least shall not be an Inhabitant of 
the same State with themselves. And they shall make a List of all 
the Persons voted for, and of the Number of Votes for each; which 
List they shall sign and certify, and transmit sealed to the Seat of the 
Government of the United States, directed to the President of the Sen
ate. The President of the Senate shall, in the Presence of the Senate 
and House of Representatives, open all the Certificates, and the Votes 
shall then be counted. The Person having the greatest Number of 
Votes shall be the President, if such Number be a Majority of the 
whole Number of Electors appointed; and if there be more than one 
who have such Majority, and have an equal Number of Votes, then the 
House of Representatives shall immediately chuse by Ballot one of 
them for President; and if no Person have a Majority, then from the 
five highest on the List the said House shall in like Manner chuse the 
President. But in chusing the President, the votes shall be taken by 
States, the Representation from each State having one Vote; A quorum 
for this purpose shall consist of a Member or Members from two- 
thirds of the States, and a Majority of all the States shall be necessary 
to a Choice. In every Case, after the Choice of the President, the 
Person having the greatest Number of Votes of the Electors shall be 
the Vice President. But if there should remain two or more who 
have equal Votes, the Senate shall chuse from them by Ballot the 
Vice-President.]

This paragraph, inclosed in brackets, was superseded by 
the twelfth amendment.

4 The Congress may determine the Time of chusing the Electors, 
and the Day on which they shall give their Votes; which Day shall 
be the same throughout the United States.

5 No Person except a natural born Citizen, or a Citizen of the United 
States, at the time of the adoption of this Constitution, shall be eligible 
to the Office of President; neither shall any Person be eligible to that 
Office who shall not have attained to the Age of thirty-five Years, and 
been fourteen Years a Resident within the United States.
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6 In case of the Removal of the President from Office, or of his 
Death, Resignation, or inability to discharge the Powers and Duties of 
the said Office, the same shall devolve on the Vice President, and the 
Congress may by Law provide for the Case of Removal, Death, Resigna
tion, or Inability, both of the President and Vice President, declaring 
what Officer shall then act as President, and such Officer shall act ac
cordingly, until the Disability be removed, or a President shall be 
elected.

7 The President shall, at stated Times, receive for his Services, a 
Compensation, which shall neither be encreased nor diminished during 
the Period for which he shall have been elected, and he shall not re
ceive within that Period any other Emolument from the United States, 
or any of them.

s Before he enter on the Execution of his Office, he shall take the 
following Oath or Affirmation:—“I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that 
I will faithfully execute the Office of President of the United States, 
and will to the best of my Ability, preserve, protect and defend the 
Constitution of the United States.”

Section 2. 1 The President shall be Commander in Chief of the
Army and Navy of the United States, and of the Militia of the several 
States, when called into the actual Service of the United States; he 
may require the Opinion, in writing, of the principal Officer in each of 
the executive Departments, upon any Subject relating to the Duties of 
their respective Offices, and he shall have Power to grant Reprieves 
and Pardons for Offenses against the United States, except in Cases 
of Impeachment.

2 lie shall have Power, by and with the Advice and Consent of the 
Senate, to make Treaties, provided two thirds of the Senators present 
concur; and he shall nominate and by and with the Advice and Con
sent of the Senate, shall appoint Ambassadors, other public Ministers 
and Consuls, Judges of the supreme Court, and all other Officers of the 
United States, whose appointments are not herein otherwise provided 
for, and which shall be established by Law; but the Congress may by 
Law vest the Appointment of such inferior Officers, as they think 
proper, in the President alone, in the Courts of Law, or in the Heads 
of Departments.

3 The President shall have Power to fill up all Vacancies that may 
happen during the Recess of the Senate, by granting Commissions 
which shall expire at the End of their next Session.
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Section 3. He shall from time to time give to the Congress Infor
mation of the State of the Union, and recommend to their Considera
tion such Measures as he shall judge necessary and expedient; he 
may, on extraordinary Occasions; convene both Houses, or either of 
them, and in Case of Disagreement between them, with Respect to 
the Time of Adjournment, he may adjourn them to such Time as he 
shall think proper; he - shall receive Ambasadors and other public min
isters; he shall take care that the Laws be faithfully executed, and 
shall Commission all the Officers of the United States.

Section Jh The President, Vice President and all civil Officers of 
the United States, shall be removed from Office on Impeachment for, 
and Conviction of, Treason, Bribery, or other high Crimes and Misde
meanors.

ARTICLE III.
Section 1. The Judicial Power of the United States shall be vested 

in one supreme Court, and in such inferior Courts as the Congress may 
from time to time ordain and establish. The Judges, both of the 
supreme and inferior Courts, shall hold their Offices during good Be
haviour, and shall, at stated Times, receive for their Services, a Com
pensation, which shall not be diminished during their Continuance in 
Office.

Section 2. 1 The judicial Power shall extend to all Cases, in Law
and Equity, arising under this Constitution, the Laws of the United 
States, and Treaties made, or which shall be made, under their Author
ity ;—to all Cases affecting Ambassadors, other public Ministers and 
Consuls;—to all Cases of admiralty and maritime Jurisdiction;—to 
Controversies to which the United States shall be a party:—to Con
troversies between two or more States:—between a State and a Citi
zen of another State;—between citizens of different States,—between 
citizens of the same State claiming Lands under Grants of different 
States, and between a State, or the Citizens thereof, and foreign States, 
Citizens or Subjects.

2 In all Cases affecting Ambassadors, other public Ministers and 
Consuls, and those in which a State shall be Party, the supreme Court 
shall have original Jurisdiction. In all the other Cases before men
tioned, the supreme Court shall have appellate Jurisdiction, both as to 
Law and Fact, with such Exceptions, and under such Regulations as 
the Congress shall make.

3 The Trial of all Crimes, except in Cases of Impeachment, shall be 
by Jury; and such Trial shall be held in the State where the said
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Crimes shall have been committed; but when not committed within 
any State, the Trial shall be at such Place or Places as the Congress 
may by Law have directed.

Section 3. 1 Treason against the United States, shall consist only
in levying War against them, or in adhering to their Enemies, giving 
them Aid and Comfort. No Person shall be convicted of Treason unless 
on the Testimony of two witnesses to the same overt Act, or on Con
fession in open Court.

2 The Congress shall have Power to declare the Punishment of 
Treason,- but no Attainder of Treason shall work Corruption of Blood, 
or Forfeiture except during the Life of the Person attainted.

ARTICLE IV.
Section 1. Full Faith and Credit shall be given in each State to 

the public Acts. Records, and judicial Proceedings of every other State. 
And the Congress may by general Laws prescribe the Manner in which 
such Acts, Records and Proceedings shall be proved, and the Effect 
thereof.

Section 2. i The Citizens of each State shall be entitled to all. Privi
leges and Immunities of Citizens in the several States.

2 A Person charged in any State with Treason, Felony, or other 
Crime, who shall flee from Justice, and be found in another State, shall 
on Demand of the executive Authority of the State from which he fled, 
be delivered up to be removed to the State having Jurisdiction of the 
Crime.

3 No Person held to Service or Labour in one State, under the Laws 
thereof, escaping into another, shall, in Consequence of any Law or 
Regulation therein, be discharged from such Service or Labour, but 
shall be delivered up on Claim of the Party to whom such Service 
or Labour may be due.

Section 3. 1 New States may be admitted by the Congress into this 
Union ; but no new State shall be formed or erected within the Juris
diction of any other State: nor any State be formed by the Junction of 
two . or more States, or Parts of States, without the Consent of the 
Legislatures of the States concerned as well as of the Congress.

2 The Congress shall have Power to dispose of and make all needful 
Rules and Regulations respecting the Territory or other Property be
longing to the United States; and nothing in this Constitution shall be
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so construed as to Prejudice any Claims of the United States, or of 
any particular State.

Section The United States shall guarantee to every State in this 
Union a Republican Form of Government, and shall protect each of 
them against Invasion; and on Application of the Legislature, or of 
the Executive (when the Legislature cannot be convened) against 
domestic Violence.

ARTICLE V.
The Congress, whenever two thirds of both Houses shall deem it 

necessary, shall propose Amendments to this Constitution, or, on the 
Application of the Legislatures of two thirds of the several States, 
shall call a Convention for proposing Amendments, which, in either 
Case, shall be valid to all Intents and Purposes, as Part of this Con
stitution, when ratified by the Legislatures of three fourths of the 
several States, or by Conventions in three fourths thereof, as the one 
or the other Mode of Ratification may be proposed by the Congress; 
Provided that no Amendment which may be made prior to the Year 
One thousand eight hundred and eight shall in any Manner affect the 
first and fourth Clauses in the Ninth Section of the first Article; and 
that no State, without its Consent, shall be deprived of its equal 
Suffrage in the Senate.

ARTICLE VI.
1 All Debts contracted and Engagements entered into, before the 

Adoption of this Constitution, shall be as valid against the United 
States under this Constitution, as under the Confederation.

2 This Constitution, and the Laws of the United States which shall 
be made in Pursuance thereof; and all Treaties made, or which shall 
be made, under the Authority of the United States, shall be the supreme 
Law of the Land; and the Judges in every State shall be bound thereby, 
any Thing in the Constitution or Laws of any State to the Contrary 
notwithstanding.

3 The Senators and Representatives before mentioned, and the Mem
bers of the several State Legislatures, and all executive and judicial 
Officers, both of the United States and of the several States, shall be 
bound by Oath or Affirmation, to support this Constitution; but no 
religious Test shall ever be required as a Qualification to any Office 
or public Trust under the United States.

ARTICLE VII.
The Ratification of the Conventions of nine States, shall be suffi

cient for the Establishment of this Constitution between the States 
so ratifying the Same.



ARTICLES IN ADDITION TO, AND AMENDMENT OF, THE CON
STITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, PRO
POSED BY CONGRESS. AND RATIFIED BY THE LEGISLA
TURES OF THE SEVERAL STATES PURSUANT TO THE 
FIFTH ARTICLE OF THE ORIGINAL CONSTITUTION.

ARTICLE I.
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, 

or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assem
ble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

ARTICLE II.
A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free 

State, the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be 
infringed.

ARTICLE III.
No Soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any house, with

out the consent of the Owner, nor in time of war, but in a manner to 
be prescribed by law.

ARTICLE IV.
The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, 

and effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be 
violated, and no Warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause, sup
ported by Oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place to 
be searched, and the persons or things to be seized.

ARTICLE V.
No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise in

famous crime, unless on a presentment or indictment of a Grand Jury, 
except in cases arising in the land or naval forces, or in the Militia, 
when in actual service in time of War or public danger; nor shall any 
person be subject for the same offence to be twice put in jeopardy of 
life or limb; nor shall be compelled in any Criminal Case to be a wit
ness against himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property, with
out due process of law; nor shall private property be taken for public 
use, without just compensation.
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ARTICLE VI.
In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a 

speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of the State and district 
wherein the crime shall have been committed, which district shall have 
been previously ascertained by law, and to be informed of the nature 
and cause of the accusation; to be confronted with the witnesses against 
him; to have compulsory process for obtaining Witnesses in his favor, 
and to have the Assistance of Counsel for his defence.

ARTICLE VII.
In suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall ex

ceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury shall be preserved, and 
no fact tried by a jury shall be otherwise re-examined in any Court of 
the United States, than according to the rules of the common law.

ARTICLE VIII.
Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive lines imposed, 

nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted.

ARTICLE IX.
The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not be 

construed to deny or disparage others retained by the people.

ARTICLE X.
The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, 

nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States respec
tively, or to the people.

ARTICLE XI.
The Judicial power of the United States shall not be construed to 

extend to any suit in law or equity, commenced or prosecuted against 
one of the United States by Citizens of another State, or by Citizens 
or Subjects of any Foreign State.

ARTICLE XII.
The Electors shall meet in their respective states, and vote by ballot 

for President and Vice-President, one of whom, at least, shall not be 
an inhabitant of the same state with themselves; they shall name in 
their ballots the person voted for as President, and in distinct ballots 
the person voted for as Vice-President, and they shall make distinct 
lists of all persons voted for as President, and of all persons voted 
for as Vice-President, and of the number of votes for each, which 
lists they shall sign and certify, and transmit sealed to the seat of 
the government of the United States, directed to the President of the
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Senate;—The President of the Senate shall, in the presence of the 
Senate and House of Representatives, open all the certificates and the 
votes shall then be considered;—The person having the greatest number 
of votes for President, shall be the President, if such number be a 
majority of the whole number of Electors appointed ; and if no person 
have such majority, then from the persons having the highest numbers 
not exceeding three on the list of those voted for as President, the 
House of Representatives shall choose immediately, by ballot, the 
President. But in choosing the President, the votes shall be taken by 
states, the representation for each state having one vote; a quorum 
for this purpose shall consist of a member or members from two-thirds 
of the states, and a majority of all the states shall be necessary to a 
choice. And if the House of Representatives shall not choose a Presi
dent whenever the right of choice shall devolve upon them, before the 
fourth day of March next following, then the Vice-President shall act 
as President as in the case of the death or other constitutional dis
ability of the President. The person having the greatest number of 
votes as Vice-President, shall be the Vice-President, if such number be 
a majority of the whole number of Electors appointed, and if no 
person have a majority, then from the two highest numbers on the 
list, the Senate shall choose the Vice-President; a quorum for the 
purpose shall consist of two-thirds of the whole number of Senators, 
and a majority of the whole number shall be necessary to a choice. 
But no person constitutionally ineligible to the office of President shall 
be eligible to that of Vice-President of the United States.

ARTICLE XIII.
Section 1. Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a 

punishment for crime whereof the party shall have been duly convict
ed, shall exist within the United States, or any place subject to their 
jurisdiction.

Section 2. Congress shall have power to enforce this article by ap
propriate legislation.

ARTICLE XIV.
Section 1. All persons born or naturalized in the United States, 

and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States 
and of the State wherein they reside. No State shall make or enforce 
any law which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of 
the United States; nor shall any State deprive any person of life, lib
erty, or property, without due process of law; nor deny to any person 
within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws.
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Section 2. Representatives shall be apportioned among the several 
States according to their respective numbers, counting the whole num
ber of persons in each State, excluding Indians not taxed. But when 
the right to vote at any election for the choice of electors for Presi
dent and Vice-President of the United States, Representatives in Con
gress, the Executive and Judicial officers of a State, or the members 
of the Legislature thereof, is denied to any of the male inhabitants of 
such State, being twenty-one years of age, and citizens of the United 
States, or in any way abridged, except for participation in rebellion, or 
other crime, the basis of representation therein shall be reduced in the 
proportion which the number of such male citizens shall bear to the 
whole number of male citizens twenty-one years of age in such State.

Section 3. No person shall be a Senator or Representative in Con
gress, or elector of President and Vice-President, or hold any office, 
civil or military, under the United States, or under any State, who, 
having previously taken an oath, as a member of Congress, or as an 
officer of the United States, or as a member of any State legislature, 
or as an executive or judicial officer, of any State, to support the Con
stitution of the United States, shall have engaged in insurrection or 
rebellion against the same, or given aid or comfort to the enemies 
thereof. But Congress may by a vote of two-thirds of each House, 
remove such disability.

The disability created by this section was removed by Act 
of .Tune 6, 1898, c. 389, 30 Stat. 432.

Section lh The validity of the public debt of the United States, 
authorized by law, including debts incurred for payment of pensions 
and bounties for services in suppressing insurrection or rebellion, shall 
not be questioned. But neither the United States nor any State shall 
assume or pay any debt or obligation incurred in aid of insurrection 
or rebellion against the United States, or any claim for the loss or 
emancipation of any slave; but all such debts, obligations and claims 
shall be held illegal and void.

Section 5. The Congress shall have power to enforce, by appro
priate legislation, the provisions of this article.

ARTICLE XV.
Section 1. The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall 

not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on 
account of race, or previous condition of servitude.
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Section 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by 
appropriate legislation.

ARTICLE XVI.
The Congress shall have power to lay and collect taxes or incomes, 

from whatever source derived, without apportionment among the sev
eral states, and without regard to any census or enumeration.

ARTICLE XVII.
The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two Senators 

from each state, elected by the people thereof, for six years; and each 
Senator shall have one vote. The electors in each state shall have the 
qualifications requisite for electors of the most numerous branch of 
the state legislatures.

When vacancies happen in the representation of any state in the 
Senate, the executive authority of such state shall issue writs of 
election to fill such vacancies ; Provided, that the legislature of any 
state may empower the executive thereof to make temporary appoint
ment until the people fill the vacancies by election as the legislature 
may direct.

This amendment shall not be so construed as to affect the election 
or term of any Senator chosen before it becomes valid as part of the 
Constitution.

ARTICLE XVIII.
Section 1. After one year from the ratification of this article 

the manufacture, sale, or transportation of intoxicating liquors within, 
the importation thereof into, or the exportation thereof from the 
United States and all territory subject to the jurisdiction thereof for 
beverage purposes is hereby prohibited.

Section 2. The Congress and the several States shall have concur
rent power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.

Section 3. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been 
ratified as an amendment to the Constitution by the legislatures of the 
several states, as provided in the Constitution, within seven years from 
the date of the submission hereof to the States by the Congress.

ARTICLE XIX.
The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied 

or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of sex.
Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate 

legislation.
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