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Editor's Notes & Comments

by Donald Kuwaye

The club's prolific writers have come through again to make this Puka Puka 
Parade issue a most interesting one. Ben Tamashiro's two articles present 
views of two war-time stories which were unknown to most of the members. 
His account of the Canadian Niseis during WW II really opens your eyes. The 
other article by Ben records for posterity one of the 100th's bravest soldier's 
combat exploits. "Chick" Miyashiro according to many of the men who served 
under him, was a true leader of men. What he showed in training dyas proved 
doubly heroic in the battlefields of France and Italy.

Many thanks to Yasuo Takata for his descriptive articles about the Dance Club 
and the recent Las Vegas Reunion, hosted by the Southern California Chapter. 
In his own style, Yasuo brings out the essence of the dance club doings. I 
am sure glad he "volunteered" to be the reporter for the dance group which sorely 
needed one after one year of no news.

Able Chapter's longtime reporter, Donald "Blue" Nagasaki is passing on his job 
to another. He has been a supporter of the Parade for many years. In the early 
1970's he volunteered as the editor in order that the members could get the news 
of the club and chapter doings. Thank you, Don, from the Board of Directors for 
a job well done. Your faithful work over the years is very much appreciated.

Be sure to read Ken Higa's account of the "F" Co. members get-together in November. 
Ken's lively writing style makes for easy and enjoyable reading. If this F Co. 
had more get-togethers Ken can write more.

The Golf Club's scribe, Everett "Action" Odo, has come through with a great story 
on the golf club's many winners and the recent year-end banquet. "Action" is a 
lively storyteller as many of you remember if you were at the last two installation 
parties. On top of this talent, he can write and plays a fair brand of golf, 
winning his share of the trophies.

Members, wives, and friends, your critical comments about the Puka Puka Parade 
will be accepted, and if worthy, will be put to actuality in future productions.

For REAL ESTATE and things

Call Warren Iwai (RA)
Charlie Chapter

PETE KIMURA REALTY
535 Ward Ave. Rm. 20 Bus. 531-6461
Hon., Hi. 96814 Res. 734-0348

all types OF millwork 
COMMERCIAL store FIXTURES

STANLEY'S MILLWORK INC.

STANLEY S TERUYA 2825 KOAPAKA ST
PHONE 841 7804 HONOLULU HAWAII 96819
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ALOHA BRUYERES    By John Tsukano
When KHET — Hawaii Public Television — 
airs "Aloha Bruyeres" next month, be sure to 
see it from the beginning.

The first five minutes is so absorbing that you 
will sit transfixed before the television screen 
wishing that the film would go on and on and 
never stop. It is guaranteed to transport you 
back into time, lift you soaring through the 
gamut of emotions and send cold chills 
through your entire body.

The powerful, heartrending docudrama opens 
with a bird's eye view of the Bosges [sic: should read 'Vosges'] Moun
tains and forests, looking so menacing and 
foreboding. The rare, black and white war 
time film discovered in the National Archives 
in Washington D.C. then proceeds to show 
the 1OOth and the 442nd in action in and 
around Bruyeres, France, in October of 1944.

You'll see a young Chaplain Higuchi waving 
goodbye to his men as they disappear into the 
dark forest, for many, forever. You'll see the 
animal-like reflex action of the men of the 
100th and 442nd as they charge from one 
tree to another, the entire AJA experience 
etched in their faces. You'll see the medics 
attending their mangled bodies, some of them 
so torn by shrapnel that the officials of the 
Public Television were compelled to delete 
them. One of the saddest parts of the 5 
minute segment shows the men of the 100th 
and the 442nd searching for the names of 
comrades on the temporary, wooden white 
crosses after a memorial service. Recognizable 
in the film are many who, themselves, died in 
subsequent battles.

With Copeland's masterpiece "Fanfare for the 
common man" as musical background, the 
flashbacks firmly establishes what "Aloha 
Bruyeres" is all about and sets the tone for 
the next 55 minutes of the docudrama.

The stark war time film shows a squad of 
442nd soldiers gazing down on war ravaged 
Bruyeres from the top of a hill. This acutely 
painful scene gradually turns into color and 
shows the Bruyeres of 1978 from the very 
same spot. The transformation is dramatic 
and startling, and so is the message of the 
docudrama.

From something horrible something beautiful 
emerges.

Of particular interest to 100th Battalion 
veterans will be the segment showing Young 
Oak Kim where he describes the feelings, 
emotions and spirit of the men of the 100th 
and the 442nd who fought in the battle 
of Bruyeres and Biffontaine.

Sandy Holck tells about the beginning of the 
sister city relationship between Bruyeres and 
Honolulu, The Kailua High School Madrigal 
Singers pay tribute to the 1OOth and 442nd 
by their superb performances at church at a 
concert in Epinal and at the 442nd memorial 
in the forest. The Madrigals, composed of 
the many races that make Hawaii, have now 
become a fixture in Bruyeres every summer 
where they are considered "family".

Don't miss seeing "Aloha Bruyeres". It will 
make you proud. And there are other sur
prises!

This year, European World Travel Service has 
added something new and exciting to the 
annual pilgrimage to Bruyeres — the majestic 
scenery of the Norwegian Fjord country, the 
rugged coastline of Sweden, the towering 
beauty of the Austrian and Swiss Alps and 
the fertile plains of France. Such glamorous 
cities as Oslo, Copenhagen, Berlin, Munich, 
Paris, Amsterdam, and London are included. 
Also the quaint charms of Bergen, Gothen
burg, Innsbruck and Lucerne. Of course, the 
highlight of the tour will be the sojourn 
and visit with the wonderful and hospitable 
people of Bruyeres.

The tour will be led by Mr. and Mrs Sandy 
Holck. One of the interesting sidelights will be 
when Sandy tries to seek his roots in Dram
men near Oslo, Norway. One of his ancestors 
came to Hawaii in 1881 from there.

Once in Europe, you will also be under the 
tender loving care of an European tour 
manager who is proficient in all of the lang
uages of the countries to be visited.

YOU ARE INVITED TO JOIN US IN 1979!!!

JOURNEY INTO THE PAST 
EUROPE 1979

July 05 to July 28, 1979

24 DAYS..............................$2198.00 plus $18.75 tax

VISITS: NORWAY, SWEDEN, DENMARK, GER
MANY, AUSTRIA, SWITZERLAND, FRANCE, 
BELGIUM and ENGLAND.

Bergen, Fjord Country, Oslo, Gothenburg, Copen
hagen, Berlin, Munich, Innsbruck, Lucerne, Bruyeres, 
Paris, Brussels and London.

Hosted by: Mr. and Mrs. Wilbert "Sandy" Holck

FOR DETAILS CALL:

EUROPEAN WORLD TRAVEL SERVICE 
3175 Waialae Avenue, Suite 302 

Honolulu, Hawaii 968I6 
Tel: 732-5587
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A brief look at our counterparts 
in Canada, whose history closely 
parallels ours

DISCOVERY

by Ben Tamashiro

When December 7, 1941, came to Canada, she immediately declared war against Japan, 
even before the U.S. Some four-score Japanese nationals were then placed under 
arrest, 59 Japanese language schools and three vernacular newspapers were shut 
down, and some 1,200 fishing boats owned or operated by naturalized citizens or 
Niseis were impounded.

Depicted below are some of the impounded boats tied up at the mouth of the 
Fraser River in Vancouver. The action stripped 1,800 Japanese fishermen of their 
means of livelihood.

Why this bit about Canada? Well, one evening last October, I received a telephone 
call from my cousin, Mrs. Nancy Mizuno, who lives in Vancouver. She explained that 
friends of hers - Dr. Soichi (Soi) Isomura and his wife Frances, and Jim Horiuchi 
and his wife Minnie, would be arriving the next day in Honolulu and could I meet 
them at the airport. The couples spent the first week on Maui and Kauai and the 
balance of their 2-weeks stay here in town. During our socializings, we got into 



6

some very animated discussions about the history of the Japanese in Canada. It 
was a kind of discovery for me to learn, for instance, that the Japanese Canadians 
had undergone the same internment hardships as the Japanese Americans in WW II. 
But their military experience was something else again. This dissertation is an 
attempt to share with you some of the things I've gleaned about them from four 
books on Canada that Soi had since sent me.

But the increase in population was simply a drop in the bucket, so to speak, when 
bumped against the total population of the nation. In 1941, for instance, when the 
total was 11.5 million, the Japanese were a mere 23,000 of that total. So the 
attempts at integration and adaptation were hardly visible to the majority who, 
for reasons which could only be classified as rascist in nature, could have cared 
less about these people from a non-white land. And thus it was that the Japanese 
came to feel that despite decades of trying, they were "foreigners" in their 
adopted country. (Today, the ratio is even more pronounced. Whereas the total, 
since 1941 has almost doubled to about 22 million, the Japanese population is only 
up to 38,000.)

In World War II, the U.S. sent 110,000 persons of Japanese ancestry to relocation 
camps such as Manzanar; Canada sent 22,000 to camps like New Denver located across 
the Washington State border. The accompanying map, from Adachi's book, identifies 
the camp areas.

BRITISH COLUMBIA

Of the beginnings of the 
evacuation, Adachi writes:

"Certainly it was not the age 
for acts of heroism within the 
domestic shores of the country. 
And whatever their immigrant 
parents had been, the Nisei was 
not a generation with an appetite 
for the heroic. In the long run, 
most of the Japanese proved to be 
as highly compliant as the Canadian 
public was disinterested in their 
fate. In a closed society of 
limited opporutnity and range of 
choice, the Japanese were too poor 
to have had influential and power
ful friends in the white society. 
What resistance the Japanese did 
offer was based on the protection 
of old values such as property 
and the family."

He adds that "It is impossible to 
assess the psychological effects 
of the evacuation on the Nisei." 
How come? Many reasons, of 
course, but most of which could 
be wrapped up in the fact that 
although incarceration remains an 
indelible scar, it is generally 
concealed from the public inasmuch 
as the Niseis are reluctant to 
talk about the past.

Legend
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[Map of British Columbia showing] INTERIOR RELOCATION CAMPS 
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As for the participation of the Canadian Niseis in WW II, their enlistments proved 
too little and too late, because the political pressures to keep them out of the 
service were too formidable, and could not be overcome - even under the exigencies 
of a crying need for manpower. Less than a couple hundred Niseis did, however, 
finally manage to enter the military intelligence service and were sent to Southeast 
Asia but by then, the war was over. This was not a particularly glorious chapter 
for the Niseis - but through no fault of their own.

 One publication is simply titled "The Japanese Canadians" by Roy Ito and is a 
 pictorial and narrative presentation of various aspects of life in Canada; the 

picture of the impounded boats comes from this publication. Another is titled 
"A Child In Prison Camp" by Shizuye Takashima, a touching portrayal of her life 
in the New Denver relocation camp located 700 miles inland from Vancouver, high 
in the Canadian Rockies. Then a big, glossy-print book which is a historical 
record of the 1977 Centennial Celebration of the arrival of the Japanese in Canada.

The fourth is the "The Enemy That Never Was" by Ken Adachi, a Japanese Canadian who 
spent his childhood in Vancouver and his wartime years in a relocation camp. He 
has taught English at the universities of Toronto and Maryland. He is currently a 
journalist with the Toronto Star and his book, published in 1976, is considered to 
be the most definitive on the history of the Japanese in Canada.

Manzo Nagano arrived in Canada from Nagasaki in 1887, the first immigrant. Adachi 
picks up his trail, and the trail of others, and records the trials and tribulations 
of the immigrants as they pushed out to become fishermen, longshoremen, lumberjacks 
and businessmen. By 1924, their numbers had climbed to 30 thousand and the cry of 
"Yellow Peril!" was raised by white Canada, a cry which still rings out through much 
of Canada today.

In Hawaii, migrations to Hawaii, through 1924, totaled 220 thousand. So, for every 
seven who came to Hawaii up to then, one went to Canada. And it appears, from 
Adachi's narrative, that this small number will continue to plague while Canada - 
and be a plague upon the Japanese - as we shall see.

For the Isseis, they found "little need to speak English, as they were grouped 
together under a Japanese 'boss' who acted as their intermediary with the employers." 
This is quite a contrast to the Hawaii experience on the plantations where "lunas", 
a great number of whom were Portuguese, were the intermediaries, and the need for 
communication between workers and lunas gave impetus to the use of pidgin. (On this 
score, I can now appreciate why even the "soft" pidgin in common use today is beyond 
the pale of my Japanese Canadian friends!)

They also tried, in World War I, to form an all-Japanese combat ballation [sic: should read 'battalion'] 
of 1,100 volunteers to fight in Europe as part of the Canadian Army, as 
a means of expressing their faith in their adopted country; however, 
white Canada would have none of that. So individuals volunteered, and 
of the 56 who finally went overseas, 20 were killed in combat and 23 were 
wounded; and the Issei veterans were granted the right to vote, but not 
until 1931.

 They also must have taken some pride in the fact that the Japanese 
cruisers Izumo and Asama and the battleship Hizen were the only combat 
ships protecting the Canadian coastline against possible incursions by 
German warships. The entry of Japan on the side of the Allies disrupted 
the German plan for conquest of the sea lanes in the Pacific. (The Hizen 
and Asama earlier ahd been in Hawaiian waters. In November 1941, they 
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had blockaded the German cruiser Geier after she had sought sanctuary 
in Honolulu Harbor. Having no escape, the captain attempted to 
scuttle the ship but that was foiled by local authorities, so the ship 
was interned; the Japanese warships then sailed away. This episode is 
taken from "The History Of The Japanese People In Hawaii" by Ernest K. 
Wakukawa, the first book on that history in English, published in 1938; 
the most recent being Dennis Ogawa's "Kodomo no Tame Ni".)

 Saw their numbers increase with the arrival of the "picture brides" 
beginning the turn of the century: where there had been only 64 
Canadian-born children in 1901, the birthrate climbed to 4,000 by 1920.

Adachi then has this to say about us: "They (Canadian Niseis) gained little 
publicity and no tokens of gratitude such as Truman's presidential review of a 
"medal-spangled American Nisei outfit at the White House. In contrast to the 
Canadian scene, the remarkable performance of the 5,000 Niseis who served in the 
'all-Japanese' 100th Infantry Battalion and the 442nd Regimental Combat Team, the 
unabated favourable publicity they received and the contacts they established in 
American communities prior to overseas service, were primary factors not only in 
discrediting racism but in promoting acceptance of Japanese in the United States 
who wished to resettle. Their enlistments in the army early in 1943 and the subse
quent reports of their combat exploits, then, was the dramatic turning point in the 
long struggle to regain popular and official recognition of their rights as Americans. 
The 100th was subjected to some of the bloodiest fighting of the Italian campaign 
and it suffered over 300 killed and 650 wounded out of a total of 1,300 men; and the 
442nd, probably the most decorated unit in U.S. military history, spearheaded four 
major Allied Offensives, three in Italy and one in France".

The Canadians seem to know much about us. Perhaps, we should get to know them as 
well. In this regard, I note that the Oahu AJA Veterans Council has invited, for 
the first time, the Canadian Niseis to its Nisei Veterans Reunion which is scheduled 
for June 23-28 here in Honolulu; headquarters the Waikiki Sheraton Hotel. I think 
this is an admirable move. (And, incidentally, I find that Jim Horiuchi will be 
leading the Canadian delegation into town.)

Despite acculturation (intermarriages, for instance, practically unheard of up to 
WW II, had climbed to 59% by the time of the Japanese centennial) and other 
evidences of a degree of acceptance by some of the whites, the fact remains that 
the War Measures Act which sent the 22,000 Japanese into relocation camps, is still 
on the books - and not for lack of trying on the part of the Japanese and their 
few white friends to have the law rescinded.

It is on this note that Ken Adachi concludes his book. The Act was invoked again, 
in 1970, to quell a revolt by a French Liberation group in Quebec. It was deter
mined in the aftermath that only two small cells of the group were involved in the 
ruckus and that the application of the Act was unjustified. Adachi closes with 
this circumspection: "For the Niseis of 1970, it did not require too much of an 
imaginative leap to project themselves back into a situation and time when a midnight 
knock on the door presaged - not just days or weeks - but years of detention without 
trial, recompense or apology."

Meaning, in one sense, that the Japanese Canadians are somewhat kindred to Jean- 
Jacques Rousseau’s "Man is born free, but is everywhere in chains" - and that they 
are not as yet what they ought to be.

But they should take heart. President Franklin D. Roosevelt's infamous Executive 
Order 9066 which sent the Japanese Americans into the relocation camps was rescinded 
just three years ago.
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1765. SOLDIER, WHAT DID YOU SEE?

What did you see, Soldier? What did you see at war?
I saw such glory and horror as I’ve never seen before.
I saw men’s hearts burned naked in red crucibles of pain.
I saw such godlike courage as I’ll never see again.

What did you hear, Soldier? What did you hear at war?
I heard the prayers on lips of men who had never prayed before.
I heard men tell their very souls, confessing each dark stain.
I heard men speak the sacred things they will not speak again.

What did you eat, Soldier? What did you eat at war?
I ate the sour bread of fear, the acrid salt of gore.
My lips were burned with wine of hate, the scalding drink of Cain.
My tongue has known a bitter taste I would not taste again.

What did you think, Soldier? What did you think at war?
I thought, how strange we have not learned from wars that raged before, 
Except new ways of killing, new multiples of pain.
Is all the blood that men have shed but blood shed all in vain?

What did you learn, Soldier? What did you learn at war?
I learned that we must learn sometime what was not learned before, 
That victories wort on battlefields are victories won in vain 
Unless in peace we kill the germs that breed new wars again.

What did you pray, Soldier? What did you pray at war?
I prayed that we might do the thing we have not done before;
That we might mobilize for peace . . . nor mobilize in vain.
Lest Christ and man be forced to climb stark Calvary again.

Don Blanding,1 1894-
1 American soldier in World Wars I and II.
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An account of the experiences of 
Lt. Takeichi "Chicken" Miyashiro

A MATCHBOX-FUL OF MEMORIES 

by Ben Tamashiro

The day was July 7, 1944, in the vicinity of Castellina, Italy, a small town about 
20 miles south of Leghorn and a few miles inland from the coast. The 100th had 
been on the march most of the night. At daybreak, before it lay a broad, rolling 
terrain, on the highest point of which stood a large, 2-story farmhouse. It stood 
there by itself; only a few other houses were visible but they were far apart from 
that house.

With hardly a chance for a rest, Charlie Company was given the mission of taking the 
house, and holding it. Lieutenant "Chicken" Miyashiro's 2nd Platoon spearheaded the 
attack, heading straight for the house; the 1st Platoon on its left and the 3rd to 
its right.

Question: What time of the morning was it?

Chicken: I would say between 8 and 10 o'clock. It was still dark when we started
out. We caught some Germans trying to set up a machine gun, and continued 
to advance.

Question: How many were there?

Chicken: About three or four of them. It's really surprising because, through
all the battles we've been in, we always seem to surprise them. It's 
really surprising how the Germans are not watching out for us; at day
break, they're digging and setting up the guns. It happened at Biffontaine 
also.

Question: Any reason why it happens this way?

Chicken I really don't know . . . but it seems they never expect us.

This is the beginning of an oral interview we held with Chicken last month on his 
combat exploits with Charlie Company of the 100th Infantry Battalion. We asked for 
the interview; he did not relish it, and begged off. He feels that if we want to 
talk about heroes, the 100th is full of'em, and the only reason for his medals is 
that somebody took the time to write about his part of the story. However, he 
finally consented .... with reluctance.

The interviewers are Warren Iwai and the writer. For most of you, Takeichi is more 
affectionately known as Chicken. Asked how he got that monicker, he says that 
in Kohala, Hawaii, where he was born, there was another young lad whose name was 
Takeshi who was nicknamed Chicken. So he, Takeichi, also became Chicken. That's 
all he knows about the derivative. He shall hereafter be identified as C, and the 
interviewers as Q.

Chicken had received his battlefield commission at Anzio, about two months before 
the Castellina action. Two others from Charlie Company also received commissions 
at the same time - Kazuma Hisanaga and Masanao Otake, from Technical Sergeant to 
2nd Lieutenant. And it would take a book, so to speak, to cover everything about 
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about a guy who has also won the DSC, Silver Star, Bronze Star, Distinguished 
Unit Badge, Medaglia al Valore Militare (Italy), the Purple Heart thrice and, 
of course, the Combat Infantryman's Badge. So the interview is limited to the 
DSC action of July 7, 1944, and a look at Chicken's last days in combat in 
Biffontaine where he was wounded, for the third time, and his subsequent capture 
by the Germans.

There was a road running parallel to C Company's front. The farmhouse was on the 
other side of the road. That early morning capture of the German machine gunners 
was indication of the presence of the enemy in force.

C There were a lot of Germans all over the area. There were a lot of enemy 
machine guns but they were on the other side of the farmhouse; we didn't 
capture those. But we knocked off the firing that was coming from the 
farmhouse.

Q I suppose the Germans were using the house as an OP?

C Yeah. Then, in the counterattack, we killed many more Germans at point
blank range. You know, seeing the Germans coming at you - firing and 
coming straight for the framhouse - it's an awkward feeling . . . waiting for 
them. Me, I'm looking out through the (second story) window, standing a few 
feet back so they have a hard time seeing me - and I pick'em off, one by one.

The counterattack is described more fully in this 5th Army press release:

"An immediate counterattack developed. They had no automatic weapons but 
Lieutenant Miyashiro instilled confidence in the men by his coolness and 
bravery. German machine gun and machine pistol fire sprayed in through the 
windows but the Japanese-Americans held their fire until the Germans were 
only 36 feet away. The officer then ordered his men to blast away. The 
effectiveness of the fire at such close range smothered the attack and remnants 
of the enemy were forced to withdraw.

"With security guards posted outside, Lieutenant Miyashiro had an excellent 
view of enemy movements from the house.

An hour later he observed an enemy platoon approaching. He immediately 
obtained a BAR, and from the window he fired a stream of bullets until his 
ammunition ran out. Then, with Garand rifles, he and his men sniped so 
effectively that the Germans were forced to turn back, allowing the Japanese- 
Americans to set up a machine gun on their left flank.

Late in the afternoon, the enemy launched their most fierce counterattack, a 
barrage of 88 millimeter shells, fired almost point blank at the house, 
followed by mortar fire. Four shells tore gaping holes in the house, but 
with the few men, Lieutenant Miyashiro held on. When an enemy 170 millimeter 
shell exploded and rocked the house, he ordered his men to get out, but he 
remained alone as observer.

Under the barrage the enemy in great strength attempted to reach the house. 
The Germans not having encountered machine guns previously, rushed the house. 
The machine gun on the left opened up suddenly and cut the Germans to pieces. 
Failing in their attempt to capture the house and high ground, the enemy 
withdrew."



12

Q How many guys were there with you?

C Me; Nick Nishibayashi; Tadao Sato from Maui, the BAR man: Kiyoshi Sagawa 
from Lanai ....

Q And you, Warren, which makes it about five?

C Actually, the whole platoon was there, scattered all over the place. And 
I remember . . . later on, when they started collecting the German machine 
guns, there were so many of them, at least half a dozen.

It was for this action, for having stopped the German counterattack, that Chicken 
received his DSC. And Warren has his own personal story of the counterattack, too. 
He was on the second floor of the farmhouse, but on the other side from Chicken.

Of the four 88 millimeter shells which "tore gaping holes in the house," one 
slammed into the side where Warren stood. In that split second after the hit, 
Warren was knocked down by the blast but he immediately got up, unhurt. And in 
the immediacy of the shock, he had no sense of sound - though the wall which he 
had been facing a moment ago had been smashed, and the stone-and-mortar from the 
other walls began to crumble, and the roof began to cave in, even as the floor on 
which he had been standing began to sink beneath him.

He could feel himself being drawn into the very eye of a vortex: the swirling 
mass of dust, smoke, powder and paraphernalia, along with the stone and mortar, all 
following him down into the depths into which he found himself sinking.

Then it stopped. Where he had been on the second floor just moments before, he 
was now on the first; still upright, but hemmed in by the mass of rubble. Trapped, 
he could not move. "Help! Help!" he yelled out. Soon he was freed, dug out of 
his dilema by his fellow platoon members. Amazingly, he came out whole; some 
scratches, some bruises, but with every bone in place.

When the shell hit into the wall, all that Warren saw and heard was a red flash 
and a tremendous wham! After his rescue, he could not shake off the inevitable 
ringing in his ears, a condition which made it impossible for him to distinguish 
the sounds of the night, so he was relieved of guard duty for the next several days 
by Chicken.

Following the encounter, the company moved off to the right. The next day, as it 
was pulling away, it came under a brief but intense shelling and lost quite a number 
of men.

* * ☆ * * * * *

In late October in Bruyeres, the 100/442 made its own history with the rescue of 
the "Lost Battalion". We pick up Chicken’s story (just before the rescue effort), 
in a fight that was centered in the town of Biffontaine, a few miles up the road 
from Bruyeres.

Q What happened there?

C Well, we advanced into the town and came under intense fire from tanks and 
weapons carriers. We fought back. I called my platoon and wanted to reach 
into the town because if we stayed in the open, we were going to be blasted. 
There were lots of Germans around and we got rifle fire from everywhere. I
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was directing the guys and telling them where to fire and where to go.
That's when I got wounded. One of the Germans fired from one of those houses. 
He must have been only about 30 or 40 feet away . . . you know, those small 
and narrow streets. I'm sure they knew I was an officer or some leader. At 
first, I thought some rifle grenade or something had hit me - there was such 
a blast. I knew it wasn't just a bullet.

Q Did you drop?

C I'm pretty sure I fell backward, and I tried to get up. I was able to move 
around a bit.

Q What time of the day was all this?

C Pretty late in the afternoon. By then, we had captured a lot of Germans, 
about 28 of them, and were taking them back. But you see, the interesting 
part is that we captured some German medics, see, and we treated them real 
good. What I mean is, I was the type that never killed prisoners, always 
took care of them.

It was a sizable group that was trying to reach the American rear echelon lines - 
28 prisoners, plus a dozen or so C Company men of whom five were litter cases, 
including Chicken. But the tables were suddenly turned when the group ran into 
a German patrol; now, Chicken and his group were the captives.

C It's a funny thing. When the Germans were our prisoners, we were using them 
to act as litter bearers to carry our wounded. Now, suddenly, we were the 
captured - but the German medics continued to carry us. Of course, some of 
our men acted as litter bearers, too, but there weren't enough of them.

Q Going back to what you started to say - that you never shot prisoners, never 
brutalized them, that kind of thing - what you're trying to say is that it had 
some effect on the way they treated you guys?

C You know, the German medics accompanied us right to their evac hospital? I 
was operated there, and they didn't take away a thing from me, not even my 
GI watch. That's why I believe in treating the prisoners right . . that thing 
really worked for me.

When I was captured, I had a lot of candy in my pocket - hard candies, 
caramels. So when the German families came to visit their wounded in that 
evac hospital, I used to give the candies to their children.

From the evac hospital, they sent me to a convalascent hospital, but my leg 
was still swollen and the pus kept coming out. So they sent me to another 
place where there was a British doctor. The place was called Bad Soden, a 
resort area, an area where mostly wounded German airmen were being evacuated 
to. The British doctor operated on me there.

Q How long was this after your capture?

C Oh, about a week-and-a-half.

Chicken was hit by a German sniper firing from a second-story. The bullet hit him 
on the left hip. At that time, he had two bandoliers of ammunition slung around his 
shoulders. What apparently happened was that the bullet hit into a clip (which holds 
eight shells) in the bandolier and exploded some of the .30 caliber shells - which 
is why Chicken felt that he had been hit by a rifle grenade or something of that order.
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The British doctor who operated on Chicken was apparently astounded enough by the 
number and kinds of shell he took out of Chicken's hip that he saved the pieces, 
placed them in a German matchbox, and gave the matchbox to Chicken. And he has 
managed to hang on to this matchbox for over 33 years!

Pictured below is that matchbox and the 11 pieces taken out of Chicken's hip 
(photo by George-Dean Photography):

Legend

1 - Twisted casing of 
.30 caliber shell

2 - A piece from Ml 
cartridge clip

3 to 9 - Other pieces 
of metal

10 & 11 - Pieces of 
cloth from 
Chicken's 
clothing

Chicken was sent to two other convalascent hospitals in Germany, then wound up in a 
prisoner-of-war camp in Poland. But by mid-January 1945, the Russians had captured 
Warsaw so the Germans started moving the Allied prisoners out of Poland. While other 
prisoners were marched out, on foot, to whatever destinations, Chicken was ordered 
to stay behind because he was still on crutches. In the group that was marched out 
was Hisa Shimatsu (also of Charlie Company) who had been captured a year earlier in 
Cassino.

The Russians ultimately overran the camp. Subsequently, they placed Chicken on a 
ship out of the Black Sea port of Odessa to Port Said, Egypt. 'He was then returned 
to Naples, Italy, then flown out to Miami, and finally returned to Hawaii in May. 
He was discharged from the army on November 1, 1945.

Chicken is the second of five brothers, four of whom saw service in WW II. The 
fifth did not, only because his mother felt that at least one son should stay behind. 
Chicken also has two sisters.

He was drafted in Hilo a year before Pearl Harbor. He had been working for Standard 
Oil at that time. Upon his discharge from the army, he returned to Standard Oil but 
at the Honolulu plant from where he retired three years ago.
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He has three daughters and lives with his wife Lorraine in Manoa. Perhaps, some 
day, someone will write that book about the sage of Chicken Miyashiro.

Addendum to the Awakuni story. Ed Saito, Rural Chapter, has penned me a note 
saying that after Awakuni knocked off that tank at Cassino, he (Ed) entered the 
tank to remove the radio and the periscope. "The periscope on the gun was 
shattered but the spare one inside the tank was in good shape. Later, an officer 
from our Dog company talked me out of it. He said it would be a valuable piece 
of equipment which would enable him to observe out of a foxhole without exposing 
himself to the enemy."

Ed goes on: "I was glad as I read that Masao had told you of his desire to visit 
the battlegrounds of Italy starting from Salerno and not London. I share the same 
feeling as he does and I'm reluctant to go on a conventional tour where they zip you 
through the tourist spots of Italy. If such a tour as Masao wants can be organized 
and come to pass, it had better be soon as it may be strenuous and we are getting 
older. Like I told Masao, I want to be No. 2 on that tour list. What a sentimental 
journey that would be!"

I'd like to add my amen to Ed's: that guys like John Tsukano and Sandy Holck, who 
have been running 100/442 trips to Europe for years, should be able to accomodate the 
desires of Masao Awakuni, Ed Saito, and other original members of the 100th who would 
like to retrace their battlegrounds in Italy - beginning at Salerno. What would be 
most significant in an undertaking of this kind is the obtainment of the cooperation 
of the Italian government.
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IN REMINISCING HOLIDAYS

by Gloria Tamashiro

During the thirty plus years that I worked as a civil servant, like everybody 
else, I, too, looked forward to holidays. The yearly special holidays like 
Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Year brought joy as well as work. Therefore, 
I confess to experiencing mixed emotions before and after.

The before is the planning. First the food and the age groups involved. I 
had to screen the daily papers very carefully to get the best entree buys for the 
then mighty dollar. Then build the menu around it. Inevitably, someone in my 
family would always put in his/her two-bit worth by saying, "Gee, you haven't made 
such and such for a long time. Why don't you make some?"

Having five growing daughters around, I seized the opportunity to conduct cooking 
classes at the same time whenever we had company for dinner. Each had her own 
assignment. At times, they wanted to experiment and make deviations or modifi
cations from the basics. I would insist on following the basics first, then side 
step. As time went by, I found myself mellowing with age and so conceded to their 
whims. Today, I can proudly say, with their combined efforts, they are able to 
produce a presentable and appealing buffet, table setting and clean up.

It seems like food was going out of style the way Hawaii people purchase and enjoy 
good food. Really, human nature gets the best of us. Eyes become bigger than 
the stomachs. There was a time when you could leave the supermarket with ten dollars 
worth of groceries filled to the brim in the largest paper sacks. Today, it is not 
difficult to run up a fifty-dollar tape for groceries in the same paper sacks, 
especially if you dawdle at the meat counter.

Getting back to holidays. Keeping secrets and surprises had its merits and 
downfall. There was the question of satisfying the young ones' wishes. Should 
gifts be whimsical? Practical? Off beat? Home made without any price tag or 
commercial label? What is the giver's pleasure? Or is the receiver's desire more 
important? In our home, we placed a "thought" gift wrapped usually in oversized 
or undersized boxes for each one to have fun unwrapping their discoveries. Even 
the Christmas stocking had mini parcels or notes in them.

Some years I found it literally impossible to wrap gifts sooner than Christmas Eve. 
Then it would take me twice as long to finish this task. Dragging myself to bed 
around 2 a.m. only to be awaken at 5 a.m. so we could gather around and do our thing. 
I would be served hot tea plus hot coffee, presumably one for health and the other 
as an eye opener. Among the messiness and happiness that followed, my thoughts would 
trail off to the Christmas dinner waiting to be prepared. It would take me a full 
week to find out who received what from whom.

After opening their gifts, our girls would sit squaw fashion on their beds and go 
over ever so lovingly their newly acquired wordly goods. Eventually, sleep would 
over take them and they would doze off for several hours among their goodies. I 
found it difficult to rest with dinner on my mind and guests coming. Half-awake I 
would begin preparations by early afternoon. By dinnertime, I was not exactly a 
very pleasant person nor was I hungry. I remember, one year half way through dinner, 
I slipped away from the table and konked out for more than an hour. Etiquette wise, 
Emily Post would undoubtedly dub me as a very poor hostess.
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Came 26 December, with all the sales and exchanges going on, our five joined the 
rest of the shoppers in looking for specials and buying what they wanted. This 
is when they usually picked up my birthday gift. I didn't mind since my birthday 
falls between Christmas and New Year. (Last year I received a so-called "disco" 
dress, which for a change, would give me a current look in fashion. However, the 
hemline falls just above my ankles - five inches short of becoming a long dress 
on me).

Then there was the week long interval before New Year. Children need to be kept 
occupied and fed. And we spent more time at the market (food again). At last, 
New Year's Eve arrived. Sushi making time. When the first roll was finally ready
everyone wanted to dive in. But, what else was there to eat besides sushi? Have
mercy on the cook? Wait, in between there was the year end house cleaning.

I kept telling myself December first is the time to begin the annual year end
cleaning. But alas, so many other priority things keep popping up. Mothers are
volunteered by their families to do this, to chair that, to donate homemade whatever. 
And then someone needs to take homemade food to school for a party because no one 
else is going to bring that item. But the class wants that for their party. And 
could someone bring it at a certain hour so no one can help themselves ahead of time? 
And the student who was supposed to bring paper plates forgot them. Can you buy some 
and bring that also?

These are some of the reflections I have in remembering holidays past. I dreaded 
holidays. There was always so much work involved. Our daughters are now between 
the ages of 27 and 18. Their trials and tribulations have become my trials and 
tribulations. Through it all, I feel I have become a better person and have 
received the gift of endurance.
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THE UNFORGETTABLE LAS VEGAS REUNION

by Yasuo Takata

On Thursday evening, November 30, 1978, about 108 members and guests caught a 
United flight and left warm Hawaii to attend the 36th Anniversary Reunion of the 
Club 100 at Las Vegas, Nevada hosted by the Club 100, Southern California Chapter. 
All were in a joyous mood, ready for the 3-day reunion.

Another group had left earlier in the week with Dick Oguro in charge to go to 
Mexico then join us in Las Vegas. The newspapers had headlined an earthquake in 
Mexico City just before we departed. We hoped that all was well with them.

On our flight the Ala World Travel agent held a raffle to start us off on our games 
of chance. Several of the group won prizes. Among them was your writer, who thought 
that this was an omen of good luck. Alas, it ended otherwise.

The trip was so nice and orderly, that the hostesses thanked us for the fine 
cooperation.

At about 11:00 p.m. we landed in Vegas and were loaded into buses. It was fortunate 
I had brought my heavy raincoat. When we reached the hotel, there was an icy cold 
wind, blowing up the street.

Since the baggage and room assignments were handled so efficiently, many were soon 
in the casino to try to make a small fortune.

We owe our thanks to Y. B. Mamiya, Young 0. Kim. the co-chairmen. Overheard that 
Young 0. was hustling the committee members to look after every little detail. 
Registration was a breeze, thanks to Kazuto Furuto, Ben Otsugi, A. Dong, Mike Miyake 
(Hawaii transplant) and Tom Kasai.

Since we were too late for the night club tours, some of us wandered down to the 
hospitality room, where there were delicious fruits, nuts, and all kinds of pupus, 
and lots to drink. Best of all was the chance to renew old acquaintances. Met 
Francis Shiroma, whom I haven't seen for untold years. The place soon became so 
crowded that there was standing room only. We have to thank L. Seki, D. Tanaka, 
K. Horino, T. Hashimoto, and H. Hayashi for their "Hawaiian" spirit, "OLE" in 
Mexicano.

Down in the casino, I saw a crowd gathered around our Richard Ishimoto, who was 
playing the one arm bandit. He was playing with such spirit and animation, the 
bandit should have given him a jackpot.

At the Black Jack Tables, the Anamizu's, Cynthia, Carol and Toshio ganged up on 
the dealer. Moving over to the crap table, I saw Ken Suehiro learning to play the 
different combinations on the table from Richard Oki. I watched it but am still 
fuzzy. All I know is pass, no pass, come and no come. Over in the Keeno room, 
several of the wives were playing. I tried it, trying for sure thing, picking only 
3 numbers but I have never seen it jump all over the creation like it did there. 
First the numbers were concentrated on the right side and the rest scattered all 
over the board, next it will jump to the left, then bottom or up, then in the middle 
(upwards or crosswise). I gave up and moved back to the one armed bandits and 
met Young 0. He gave me a tip to try the other casinos where it pays a better 
percentage. Since it was late, I decided to go to bed early - 2:30 a.m.
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The following day, many went on excurisons - some to the dam, others, shopping. 
Since my family went shopping, and the trip to the dam was too cold, I stayed back 
to learn how to lose my wages (A la Las Wages). Most of the men folks and woman 
went golfing at the Dunes Country Club for the reunion tournament. They were so 
bundled up, I cannot imagine how they were going to hit the ball. Some of the 
wiser ones had their long johns, and heavy underwear on, so they did not have to 
bundle up so much. They did have a wonderful time despite the rain. The winners 
were:

A Flight 
(net 72)

1st Yozo Yamamoto
2nd Ben Tagami
3rd Itsuki Oshita

B Flight 
(net 70)

1st Mike Miyake
2nd Tosh Hamataka
3rd Yutaka Inouye

Guest Flight 
(net 73)

1st Richard Sakaba
2nd Willie Hahn
3rd Fred Funakoshi

Team (4-man) Winners

1st place Yozo Yamamoto 
Itsuki Oshita 
Tom Ibaraki 
Tosh Hamataka

2nd place Ben Tagami 
Bill Miyagi 
Mike Miyake 
Fred Hayashi

3rd place Francis Shiroma 
Yoneo Narumi 
Kei Yamaguchi 
Shizo Sumi

Special Award

Only woman golfer - Margie Higa 

"Ole* mucho gracias to tournament chairman, "Chick" Furuye, and his committee 
members Ben Tagami, Bill Miyagi, Ken Muranaga, and Sammy Yamashita, for conducting 
such a fun tournament.

Saturday evening, Dec. 2, we held our combined memorial service and reunion banquet 
at the Fremont Hotel. The cocktail hour started at 6:15 p.m. but lasted several 
hours waiting for Senator Spark Matsunaga, our main speaker, who was delayed due 
to unforeseen circumstances. He finally made his appearance in a borrowed "Aloha" 
shirt. The delay was a good time to get reacquainted with our friends on the 
mainland. Goro Sumida was coming over to my table with Fudge Tanishita who is now 
a widow. Fudge and her husband worked for the 20th St. Cafe in Denver, where the 
boys from the 100th Battalion met almost every weekend while on pass from Camp 
Carson. After the place closed up, we ended up at their home which was a U.S.O. 
for the Hawaii boys. The boys sang, drank and played the ukulele to the wee hours
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of the morn. Fudge came straight to me, gave me a big hug and a kiss, told Goro, I 
told you, I would recognize him. I was amazed because when I was in Denver, I was 
about 120 pounds and no glasses. There were many people table hopping, renewing 
acquaintances. Mike Miyake was going around greeting his Hawaii friends.

Finally with the appearance of our good friend and fellow club member, Senator Spark 
Matsunaga, the formal part got underway.

First we had a memorial service conducted by J. Ishizawa, aided by K. Yoshino. 
Mr. Ishizawa gave us a stirring message truly like a minister. After the dinner, 
many commented to him that he should have been a minister.

After that we had a nice roast beef dinner. During dinner some of our Hawaii 
people were complaining about the cold temperature. Somehow Young 0. heard about it 
but incorrectly. He thought we were being served cold roast beef but Monte Fujita 
came to our rescue and told him that we Hawaiians were not used to the cold and wanted 
the heater boosted up. After dinner Eric Y. Abe, our master of ceremonies, started 
the proceeding with some ribald jokes which he said could only be told to a Las Vegas 
audience.

Eric then introduced Y. B. Mamiya, general chairman of the reunion to welcome the 
people. Mamiya is more of a "kanaka" than us Hawaiians. He greeted us with a true 
Hawaiian Aloha, accent and all. Then Monte Fujita, 3-term president of the Southern 
California chapter gave his formal welcoming address.

Following Monte, Young 0. Kim gave his welcome address on behalf of the 442nd Veterans 
Association of Southern California in which he intimated that we should be working 
more closely with the 442 club. After that, Conrad Tsukayama, the club president, 
responded by thanking the Southern California Chapter so graciously, he got a big hand.

Eric Abe introduced the speakers with such details on their background that he is 
getting to be a second Mike Masaoka. Eric then introduced the guest and members on 
the head table. They included Monte Fujita, president of the Southern California 
chapter, vice president Lloyd Seki, Kaz Furuto, secretary, Bill Miyagi, treasurer 
(perpetual), Y. B. Mamiya, Reunion General Chairman, Chick Furuye, Golf Tournament 
Chairman, Young 0. Kim, 442nd Vet. Association of Southern California, Herskey [sic?; possibly "Hershey"?] 
Miyamura, holder of the Congressional Medal of Honor, Senator Spark Matsunaga, and 
Conrad Tsukayama. Conrad then introduced the attending members of his board: 1st 
VP Richard and Ethel Ishimoto; secretary Ronald and Ruth Watanabe, and Yasuo Takata 
(past president) and family.

After the introduction, Chick Furuye presented the golf tournament awards. Mike 
Miyake was presented a huge trophy as the winner of the tournament. Margie Higa 
received a special award for being the only woman in the tournament. Not only 
had she had to contend with the weather but whole field of men. She received a 
rousing applause. There were many awards given, the recipients were listed 
previously.

For the finale of the evening, Eric made an eloquent introduction (ala Mike Masaoka) 
and presented our popular Senator Spark Matsunaga. The senator opened up with new 
Senate jokes to liven up the gathering. Then in a more, serious tone, gave us a 
birds-eye view of the veterans laws passed by Congress and urged the veterans to 
take advantage of them. Following his eloquent address, the people just mobbed 
him for his autograph and a task well done.
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The following day was an open date for those who were staying back. Since 
most of us had missed the first night of nightclubing some of us made reservations 
for various shows for they wanted to see a Las Vegas show before leaving. Others 
were trying to recoup their "lost wages". A few made it but the majority of us 
donated. That Sunday night, I met my friend Tommy at the Hotel California, playing 
the one-armed bandit, he sure had a system of his own. He played a machine, that 
usually pays back 2 for 1, by putting in one or 2 dollars instead of 3 dollars. 
This way he builds up his capital to play the next machine for the $100 jackpot. 
Tommy was slowly building up his pot, but as they say not enough to make up for 
the losses.

On the last night, at the California hotel I did hit 4 jackpots but missed 4 for 
not putting $3.00 into the machine. When I hit the jackpots, I interrupted Tom 
Ibaraki and his gang who were playing black jack in the back of me, and the 
other tables. They all stopped to look. I hit 2 jackpots back to back, then a 
third one after a few plays. The last came a little later and made up some of my 
losses.

On Tuesday, we rode to the airport on a bus with leaking windows and nearly froze. 
How glad we were to be enroute to warm and balmy Hawaii. Outside of the weather, 
we really enjoyed the reunion. Many, many thanks to the Southern California 
Chapter members for the splendid reunion.

LAS VEGAS REUNION PHOTOS BY MAX IMAI
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ABLE CHAPTER NEWS

by Donald Nagasaki

For the year 1979, Able Chapter will be looking for a different kind of year 
but with the same purpose in mind to make this year another interesting and 
eventful one for the chapter members. Why? This year's regime will be headed 
by newly elected president Ralph Fukunaga, who retired last year from Servco 
Pacific and Vice President Yoshiharu Nishida, a retiree last year from Hawaiian 
Telephone and have been working together since they were elected in November 
with Secretary Don Nagasaki and Treasurer Richard Oki - both were re-elected and 
have already come up with new ideas and activities and will start the year with 
a bang.

With Kazuo Kamemoto as this year's Program Chairman for Able, no doubt, he will 
come up with an outstanding program for the members and is preparing to make a big 
welcoming mat for the Able reunioners who will be coming from all over for the 
1979 Nisei Veterans Reunion in June. Also he has the party ball rolling for this 
year and has set-up our first event for the year - a Stag Party on March 17 at 
Kanraku, and will make sure that General Chairman Biffa Moriguchi will come up 
with lots of food, drinks and fun.

There was a Gong-Talent Show presented at the last "close the year" Family Night 
affair on November 16 at Kanraku Teahouse. Surprisingly, we find out, there still 
is more talent within our Able membership. In the future gathering, there will 

be lots of competition among our singers as to holding on to the mike for more than 
three songs and Biffa Moriguchi will have a battle on his hands from our new find - 
Nobu Mezurashi - latest addition to our membership list. Also, joining our large 
talent list for the first time was Goro Sumida and Yutaka Inouye. Gladys Kawakami - 
our entertainment committee chairman, came thru again with another eventful program. 
And one wonders, how she comes up with such brilliant ideas and games for group 
participation. Many thanks, Gladys.

If you think all the cattle barons are in Texas - you are badly mistaken. Recently 
Hawaii's newest cattle baron, who is the president of Kawaihae Ranch Ltd. and a 
breeder of Simmental cattle has leased a spread of 30,000 acres on the Big Island 
and also acquired 5,000 cattle and 50 horses from Parker Ranch. The new baron is 
Gary T. Yamagata, eldest son of Naoji Yamagata. Breeding cattle is in his blood and 
comes from his grandfather in Kealakekua, Kona. It was some 60 years ago, when the 
Yamagata's acquired a tract of about 500 acres and until recently, had 150 herd of 
cattle.

In appreciation of his father, of his sound advice, guidances, understanding and 
great father-son relationship, his three sons - Gary, Roger and Eric gave their 
father - Naoji Yamagata - a 60th birthday party at Kanraku Teahouse on Nov. 8, 1978. 
Many members and wives, relatives, and his friends gathered to wish him a happy "Red" 
birthday. As you know, Naoji was one of many who helped and laid the solid foundation 
of our Club 100. Happy Birthday Naoji, and may your future years be the best.

Many of the members and wives were with smiling faces plus pocket and purse full of 
silver coins as they got off the plane in Honolulu after spending four nights and five 
days in Las Vegas for the Club 100 reunion on December 3. Many thanks to the 
Southern California Chapter members who sponsored this reunion and did an outstanding 
job even though it was held many and many miles away from Hawaii.
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Some of those who either lost money or made money in Las Vegas are planning to go 
to Reno this coming March 22. Gotta go back before the luck runs out or gain 
back the losses.

She has shown us how to live a full life and who gave everything she had to bring 
joy, happiness, love and share her talent to the fullest extent with everyone. 
Eventho she was in constant pain and didn't show it and with her strong deter
mination, she shortened her stay in the hospital so she was able to be with us 
again and attended our Family Night in November. All the Able members and wives 
got to know her well because she attended all our gatherings eventho she belonged 
to Dog Chapter and gave her helping hand and participated in every way possible.

It was on January 1, 1979 when Rene Kondo passed away and which brought sadness to 
all ov us. Our deepest sympathy to all her family members and especially to 
Richard "Mahut", her husband.

From the next issue - there will be a new format of news articles and ideas coming 
from our new Puka Puka Parade Reporter from Able - Tom Fujise. There is a 
reporter's saying - when your pen runs out of ink - it's time to get out. So 
this may be my last contribution to Puka Puka Parade.
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HOME FIRE DEFENSE 
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Wilfred S. Nakakura 
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BAKER CHAPTER NEWS

by James Inafuku

Approximately 100 adults and children attended the annual chapter Christmas party 
on Saturday, Dec. 23 at the clubhouse. Smoked ham and turkey by Dick Oguro, 
and the beef and tripe stew by Bob Aoki were outstanding. Following the dinner, 
MC Ray Nosaka conducted the games and Led the group in singing traditional Christmas 
carols. Santa again took the limelight and put on a standout performance with 
humor that had the children laughing while he gave the gifts. But, we think the 
highlite of the evening was the 12 members singing or trying to sing the "Twelve 
Days of Christmas". Kengo Miyano won the grand prize, a Carrier air conditioner 
donated by Stanley Nakamoto, vice president of American Equipment Co. Many thanks 
to Chairman Hajime Yamane, members of the committee and all the generous donors, 
the party was a tremendous success.

Club 100 lost a special person and a good friend when Mrs. Florence Kaneko passed 
away in December. Florence actively participated in chapter and club affairs. 
She was a charter member of the dance club and cheerfully helped others to learn 
the dance steps. We will certainly miss her companionship and extend our deepest 
sympathy to Ken Kaneko.

The club reunion held in fabulous Las Vegas, hosted by the L.A. Chapter was simply 
fabulous, that's the reaction of those who attended. Approximately 124 members 
and guests from Hawaii attended the outstanding event. A great improvement from 
the 1972 reunion held in L.A. when only 6 members from Hawaii attended. Obviously, 
the main attraction or was it distraction was gambling. There were a few winners 
and most moaned about their losses. The reunion climaxed with a banquet held on 
Saturday, Dec. 2nd and MC Eric Abe did a masterful job. Senator Spark Matsunaga's 
speech was most humorous and informative. Baker Chapter members who attended were: 
Bernard & Jeanette Akamine; Poka, Cynthia and Carol Anamizu; Frank and Iris Fujiwara; 
Masa & Yukiye Hamakado; Torao & Bessie Ichimura; Jimmy & Carol Inafuku; Hajime and 
Helen Kodama and 2 guests: Butter Murakami; Roy & Bernice Nakatani; Roy & Jessie 
Nakayama; Tsutomu Ogata; Dick Oguro; Taro Suzuki; Yukio & Namie Takaki; Yasu, Alma & 
Glenda Takata; Masa & Margaret Toma; Riki & Evelyn Tsuda; and Yozo Yamamoto & guest.

Taro Suzuki lost his valuable overcoat on the Western Airlines plane after it 
landed in L.A. Ben Tagami scampered back to retrieve it but without success.

We were fortunate to attend a reunion at Harrah's Hotel in Reno, Nov. 17 and 18th. 
This reunion was not a Club 100 affair but it does have a connection, since those 
who attended were former company clerks (replacements) of all the companies of 
100th Battalion. We had not seen each other since June 1946 and it turned out to 
be a memorable affair. Those who attended were: Bob Ohigashi (Kahului); George 
and Fumi Mita (Idaho); Tony and Kathy Miyasako (Idaho); Aki and Sakai Nishimura 
(Portland); Kete & Terry Okazaki (Seattle); James & Asa Miyamoto (Norwalk, Calif.) 
Tsune & June Kosuge (Davis, Calif.); Mr. & Mrs. Ichiro Fukutomi (Sacramento);
Minoru Nagasako (Honolulu); Hiro & Miki Kido (Nyssa, Ore); and Jim & Carol Inafuku.
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CHARLIE CHAPTER NEWS

by Donald Kuwaye

CHRISTMAS PARTY - The happiest party of the year was enjoyed by 49 members and 
wives on Saturday night, December 16, 1978. Although the cocktail hour did not 
start until 6:00, the party-goers were arriving as early as 5:15 in order to find 
suitable parking. The Waikiki area lacks sufficient parking, especially on weekends.

Chairman Kazuto Shimizu took care of the major details with help from Sumio Ito and 
Richard Yamamoto. Due to Kazuto's persistency, Charlie Chapter was able to have 49 
at the party.

The MC, Stanley Akita, did a masterful job. He kept the revelers in stitches with 
his many stories and jokes.

The 7-course Chinese dinner was superb and enjoyed by all. There is nothing better 
than Chinese cuisine for the money. The intervals between the courses allow time 
for conversations on various subjects.

Kazuto and Stanley had planned a good Christmas program. Each of the five table 
groups chose a song and had to give their best rendition. This feature was enjoyed 
by all and there was no reluctance to perform.

Betty and Mike Tokunaga gave a Disco exhibition. This dance is the current rage 
in Honolulu. Their performance was a delight to all dance lovers.

Some of the hardier ones stayed on to dance to their favorite records. It must 
have been about 11:30 p.m. when the last goodbyes were said.

1979 FAMILY NIGHTS - Chapter vice president Ralph Ikeda has announced that he 
has already made the following date reservations for Family Nights at the clubhouse: 
Sunday, March 25; Sunday, July 22; and Saturday, September 15. This year three 
parties are planned. Ralph also recommended that this year's Christmas party be 
held at the clubhouse. It was approved at the December meeting. Members will be 
notified about the exact date and other details later in the year.

MEETING ATTENDANCE - Your fellow Charlie members made the 1979 officers by your 
presence at the first meeting of the year on January 17. To my eyes the attendance 
was better than average. There were a few members whom we had not seen for some 
time.

For many years, the meetings are held on the third Wednesday of the month. The 
only reminder of the meeting will be through the club's monthly bulletin which gives 
the day and time of each monthly chapter meeting.

NEW CHAPTER REPORTER FROM NEXT ISSUE - After over 10 years of chapter news gathering 
and reporting, I have decided to turn over the role to another member. I told prexy 
Richard Yamamoto that this article will be my last one.
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MEMBERS AND GUESTS AT THE DOG CHAPTER CHRISTMAS PARTY, 
DEC. 8, 1978, AT THE CLUBHOUSE
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DOG CHAPTER NEWS

by Helen Nikaido

Dog Chapter officers for 1979 are president Eddie Yoshimasu, vice-president Eddie 
Kuwazaki, secretary Kenji Nikaido and treasurer Jitsuri Yoshida.

To the outgoing officers and committee chairmen, mahalo for a job well done.

Ruth and Ronald Watanabe are grandparents the second time around. Granddaughter 
was born Nov. 5th. Congratulations!

Ruth Ishizuka was on a trip to break the bank in Las Vegas in November. Hope you 
had lots of "ruck".

Handsome Stephen Sekiya, son of Wakayo and Etsuro, was united in holy matrimony 
to Judy Lee on Nov. 11th. Wedding ceremony was performed at Foster Gardens, and 
the reception was held at the Honolulu International Golf Club. Nuuanu Congre
gational Church was the setting for the marriage of Joyce Kawamata and Donald Kida 
with reception following at the Hale Koa Hotel, Fort DeRussy. Joyce is the lovely 
daughter of Rhoda and Masao "Charlie" Kawamata. Congratulations to both parents 
and to the newlyweds.

The 36th reunion which was held in Las Vegas Dec. 1-3 has come and gone without 
making us any richer. Thought we could be instant millionaires but the one-arm 
bandits were even smarter. No matter, we had lots of fun. How proud we were at 
the Saturday night banquet which was held at the Fremont Hotel. On the head table 
there were Conrad Tsukayama club president (D), Eric Abe MC (D), guest speaker U.S. 
Senator Spark Matsunaga (D), Jim Ishizawa chaplain (D), Buddy Mamiya, reunion 
chairman (D). Eric Abe did a bang-up job m.c.ing. Looking so serious but he sure 
kept us in stitches with his jokes. Eric is a former "hana-ta-le-kozo" from Maui 
who is now a district attorney in Los Angeles.

Dog Chapter's Christmas party, held on Dec. 9th, at the clubhouse was a huge success. 
Co-chaired by Martin Tohara and Francis Takemoto, they had catered the food out but 
as usual we had lots of pupus and desserts which the ladies prepared. We had quite 
a number of guests with us: Rose and George Yamada, "Stu" Yoshioka, Mary Kosasa, 
Ken Kaneko, Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Matsunaga, Masanao "Turtle" Omiya and Goro Sumida. 
Our sincere thanks and appreciation to the following people for their generous 
donations: Conrad Tsukayama, case of beer; Francis Takemoto, case of beer; Yoshiichi 
Okazawa, case of beer; Kay Okamoto, 2 dolls; Wakayo Sekiya, two holly bouquets; 
Sparky Matsunaga, congressional plaque; Kay Harada, fruit cake and tsukemono; Ken 
Kaneko, whiskey; Edith Imai, two squash and pupus; Momoyo Endo, pupus; "Ka" Nakayama, 
pupus; Ruth Tsutsui, zensai & rubber plant; Yoshiko Oshiro, koshi-an mochi; Kay 
Chinen, andagi & orchid plant; Dorothy Tohara, cake and jello; Ken Mitsunaga, wine; 
Ruth Watanabe, Christmas doll; Edna Kuwazaki, cushion; Mildred Yoshida, ice box cake; 
Helen Nikaido, pumpkin crunch pudding cake; Tony Kinoshita, whiskey; George Yamada, 
whiskey; Goro Sumida, orchids; "Bolo" Masaki, sashimi. Hope I didn't miss anyone; 
sorry if I did.

Personal apologies from Martin Tohara. Some of the lucky number tickets were 
somehow misplaced and were not placed in the bag. Luckily there were some knick- 
knack prizes left for the unlucky ones.
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Congratulations to Robert Taira, retired state senator. He has been named by 
Gov. George Ariyoshi as the chief labor negotiator.

Our last cleanup for the year was Dec. 31st. We had many members and wives bright 
and early at the clubhouse. The ladies prepared delicious pancakes, rice, tsukemono, 
corned beef and cabbage, shoyu hot dogs, Portuguese sausage, hamburger and cream of 
mushroom soup (SOS - that's what the boys called it during the army days). Thanks 
"Ka" for miso soup which you forgot to bring - the thought was there anyway.

Our deepest sympathy to the family of Isami "Isa" Aoki of Kauai who passed away on 
Nov. 4th, and to Ken Kaneko and Richard "Mahut" Kondo who each lost his beloved 
wife. Florence Kaneko passed away on Dec. 3rd. We heard the sad news in Las Vegas. 
Florence was so helpful to us when we first took dance lessons. She was one of the 
assistants who so patiently taught us. During the early days when we used to serve 
refreshments, she would be there early at the clubhouse and had the punch all prepared 
for us. Rene Kondo, after a long illness, passed away on January 1st. Rene taught 
us something that will always remain in our minds: courage. Although sick as she 
was, whenever permissible, she would attend all the functions, joking, laughing, 
enjoying life and never letting the illness get the best of her. We will miss both 
Florence and Rene.

Walter M. Okamoto 
Proprietor
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HEADQUARTERS CHAPTER NEWS

by Kenichi Suehiro

Congratulations to the chapter's hotshots in the Club 100 Golf Club for winning 
some of the major tournaments in 1978. AKIRA AKIMOTO was victorious in approxi
mately 4 events. HARRY YAMASHITA captured the President's and Eugene Kawakami 
trophies. ARTHUR TAMASHIRO reportedly is improving his game and WILFRED FUJISHIGE, 
RICHARD HAMADA, MARSHALL HIGA, EDWARD IKUMA & TONY OSHITA are trying their best to 
hold their handicaps. It was reliably reported that MASATO KODAMA will pit his 
skill on the golf course in 1979. Good luck, "KIDDO".

In the past, whoever took a catnap at the election night meeting was sure to be 
elected president; however, YOSHITO AIM0T0 was very fortunate because the 1978 
officers were re-elected for another year. Thank yous are conveyed to the 
following for their leadership: President -- HIDEO UENO; Vice-President -- HARRY 
YAMASHITA; Secretary -- RIKIO NAKAGAWA; Treasurer -- TOM NOSSE,

A tableful of delicacies including, sashimi and tako were provided for members 
attending the November meeting at the residence of Mr. & Mrs. HIDEO (RUTH) KAJIKAWA 
in Nuuanu. RUTH, we really appreciate your ability in preparing the delectable 
food. HIDE, the continuous refilling of beverages was enjoyed by the imbibers. 
Thank you very much, RUTH & HIDE.

Departing members from the November meeting were presented a surprise gift from 
SHISEIDO of Hawaii boss NOBORU FURUYA. The box containing a plastic carrier will 
be a welcomed addition in packing business suit or other apparel. Hearty thank you 
is expressed to NOBORU.

Our annual Christmas party held on Dec. 17 (Sunday) was most surprising. Imagine, 
we just about ran out of food. In fact, Marshall Higa had to eat leftover stew 
and bread so that his dear wife could eat turkey!

We actually had 5 large baked turkeys, also 3 large hams and yet it was not 
enough. And we cooked 20 pounds of rice with not a grain leftover! Attendees must 
have been extra hungry.

During the course of the program, acknowledgments were made of all donations made 
by our members; however, we failed to express appreciation to Mrs. Dorothy Tamashiro 
who furnished the magician show and our prexy Hideo Ueno who donated a tape recorder. 
Many thanks you two. Sorry I missed thanking you that night.

By actual count we had 183 members, their family members and guests that nite, the 
best showing so far. Kelly Shimogaki announced that our next family nite will be 
on February 18th, Sunday and our main dish will be prime beef! Be sure to mark 
your 1979 calendar!

So Sorry! Identity of youngsters in the Headquarters Chapter softball team pictured 
on page 26 in the December 1978 Puka Puka Parade is corrected. The youngster sitting 
on Rinky Nakagawa's lap is Glenn Nosse, son of Tom Nosse. The young fellow between 
Ray Kitagawa and Wilfred Shobu is Francis Tanaka, the team mascot.
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RURAL CHAPTER NEWS

by Hakaru Taoka

Chapter Officers

The 1979 Rural Chapter officers are the same as that of 1978, except for the 
secretary. The incoming officers are president Edward Saito, VP Stanley Hamai, 
secretary Fred Wada and treasurer Walter Iwasa.

We wish to congratulate and to thank the outgoing officers for a job well done 
in 1978. We also wish to congratulate and thank the incoming officers for their 
willingness to serve another term. You may think it was a railroad job but we 
want you to know that you were elected because the members have confidence in 
your proven leadership and devotion to duty. And so, we look forward to a better 
and more active 1979 under your leadership.

Change in Meeting Schedule

The Rural Chapter meeting schedule has been changed from bi-monthly to monthly 
and meetings will be held on the fourth Friday of each month instead of every 
other third Friday, effective in 1979. The exception is that when a Chapter 
function is scheduled for any given month, the function will serve as a substitute 
for a meeting.

The first function for 1979 will be the New Year Shinnenenkai and Installation 
party schedule for Friday, January 19, 1978 at Dot's in Wahiawa. The first 
regular meeting is scheduled for Friday, February 23, 1979.

Proud Grandparents

Congratulations to Kiyoshi and Mary Jinnohara who became grandparents for the 
first time recently. Their son James and daughter-in-law Joy welcomed the arrival 
of their first son, Jevin.

I suppose it was intentionally done by choice, but it is interesting to note that 
the initials of the "junior" family members are all J.J. The family now signs as 
James, Joy and Jevin Jinnohara.

Retirement

I noticed that more and more of our members are retiring. In fact, about half 
of the Rural Chapter members have retired from their "first retirement system". 
However, some have gone back to work in some other retirement systems and will 
soon be retiring again to permanently join the ranks of the "double" and even 
"triple" dippers.

Two of our younger members joined the ranks of retirees recently. The first is 
Harry Nishimura, a licensed civil engineer. He was employed by the State of Hawaii 
and was Head Project Coordinator of the General Government and University Facilities 
Section of the Department of Accounting and General Services at the time of his 
retirement on December 31, 1978.

The second retiree is Susumu Ota, who retired from the Federal Government after 
providing a total of 36 1/2 years of service. He was a planner and estimator at the 
time of his retirement on January 12, this year.
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Both Harry and Susumu are contemplating a life of leisure and to catch up with 
their home projects. But, my guess is that both being young, energetic and with 
the kinds of skill in demand in the local economy, that they would be back among 
the regular workforce in due time.

Las Vegas Reunion

The Las Vegas reunion hosted by the Southern California chapter members was very 
much appreciated. This chapter is relatively small in number and was officially 
recognized as a chapter only about five years or so ago, but has already hosted 
a mainland reunion for the second time.

I'm sure others will be writing about the reunion so I'll just leave the story 
writing to them and extend the thanks from the following Rural chapter members who 
enjoyed the reunion: Susumu and Margaret Ota, Kenzo and Grace Endo, Kiyoshi 
Jinnohara, George Fujikawa and Hakaru and Sally Taoka.

Condolences

A few months ago Masao Suzuki who served with Dog Company, 100th Infantry 
Battalion passed away. Masao was an inactive member and lived in Kahuku.

Also passing away over the past few months were: Mrs. Mikiyo Todani, mother of 
Robert Todani and Mrs. Hatsue Nishida, mother of Mrs. Haruo Hayakawa.

To the Suzuki, Todani and Nishida families we extend our deepest sympathies.

Kukui Mortuary
2233 NUUANU AVENUE 

HONOLULU, HAWAII 96817

PHONE 537-5548

KENNETH S KAWAMOTO
GENERAL MANAGER
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HAWAII CHAPTER NEWS

by Walter Kadota

At the year-end get-together at AJA Hall, President James Maeda was given another 
grace period to follow through on some planned projects that did not get off the 
ground. So he called on his present cabinet to stick it out with him for another 
year, which includes the committee of Kazuma Taguchi, Takao Miyao and Motoyoshi 
Tanaka to plan another party in '79, same time, same place. The wives said "amen" 
to that, anticipating Charlie Nishimura to be calling off the bingo numbers, as 
usual. For those who did not qualify for door prizes, Kazuma announced that it 
was just T.S. for them coming in on their own whim, without any advance notice.

Holdover officers include James Maeda, president; Wallace Yamagata; vice- 
president; Roger Kawasaki, treasurer; Eugene Eguchi, secretary and Tarush Yamamoto, 
auditor. They'll be making their appearance, front and center, on Installation 
Night at the Hilo Yacht Club, Charlie Brenamen's old stamping grounds when he was 
still with us.

Grandpa Roger Kawasaki previewed his grandson in the arms of daughter Lillian, 
now of Seattle, at the party. A few of the wives took turns cradling the baby, 
in a dress rehearsal for future blessed events in their family household.

Shigeru Ito and Hayato Tanaka were seen conferring with each other on plans for 
a Co. F reactivation and reunion here on the Big Island. We didn't press for 
details and it is assumed that notices will be going out. Incidentally a former 
Co. F'er, Richard Okazaki of Kukuihaele, former road supervisor with Honokaa Sugar 
Co., age 62, recently passed away and was laid to rest at Punchbowl Cemetery. He 
had a heart condition and if the Hamakua gang felt any forebodings of things to 
come when Richard took early retirement, we weren't let in on it. So the news 
came as a shock. Rest in peace, Richard.

If you're fantasizing over dreams of seeing the fiords of New Zealand, the sheep 
country around Australia and other places Down Under, see Harry Oda for particulars. 
It was announced that the tour, scheduled for the first week of November, is open 
to members and friends of Club 100. Include us out, Harry. My legs are killing me.

Mrs. Amy Hirosawa of Seattle, more familiarly known as the former Mrs. Blue Kunishi, 
slipped quietly into town with her new hubby and was seen lunching at Cafe 100. She 
makes frequent pilgrimages to Blue's grave at Veterans Cemetery and we trust some 
Hawaii Chapter members made her feel at home in her home away from home.

A lasting impression of Japan by first-timer Porky Furuya was sampling the Koshu 
grapes in the mountainous wine country of Yamanashi Prefecture. Says he ran into 
Muggsy Morikawa at a Tokyo station. Two-timer Walter Kadota says a steady diet of 
miso soup for breakfast at the ryokans makes you want to gag. Another first timer, 
Kazunobu Yamamoto, got Tokyo fever and wants to backtrack to a certain Ginza 
yokomichi address. Among his traveling companions were Toku Segawa and Ed Harada 
who must have reminisced about their last 1937 Hilo High School reunion tour not 
so long ago when the rate was 300 yen to the dollar.

We've been abroad twice over a 9-month period which leads people to think we're 
rolling in moola. Not so. Time is running out on us arthritics who belong to an 
inner circle of comfrey tea imbibers. To which Taku Okajima keeps bugging us to 
get our exercises on the golf links instead of in a swivel chair.
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Our personal thanks to Saburo and Satsuyo Hasegawa for a color slide viewing 
of their European trip, in the comfort of their Manoa home. Others in the tour 
party who came home loaded with souvenirs, we guess, are now disenchanted with 
their purchases, many of which are gathering dust in their living rooms. "Hase" 
must have spent a small fortune in film processing, but his investment is paying 
off in the pleasure he derives in reliving and sharing with others the "goodies" 
of the trip, captured in vivid color. There was one particular indoor shot showing 
Spider Yahata admiring an art treasure in the Rijksmuseum that we especially liked 
in hopes of adding it to our collection (no charge, please). So thanks again, 
Hasegawas, for a night to remember, reawakening memories of medieval Freiburg and 
that Dam Square in the Netherlands (no jokes, please).

MAUI CHAPTER NEWS

by Tom Nagata

Johnny Miyagawa was elected Maui Chapter president for 1979. Elected with 
him were Tadao Sato, Vice-President; Kiyoshi Ikeda, Secretary; Eichi Endo, 
Treasurer; Katsumi Hanada, Auditor; and Tsukio Yamagata, Director. With his 
election, Johnny Miyagawa joins the exclusive ranks of two term presidents of 
Maui Chapter. Congratulations!

Members, wives and guests gathered at the Aloha Restaurant on Friday evening, 
Dec. 15 to honor the newly elected officers with a combination installation 
and Christmas dinner luau. Hardworking Jack Gushiken, ably assisted by Sue 
Gushiken, was the chairman of this final event of the year. Miles Shiroma, 
Chapter treasurer, registered incoming members and guests while Tadao Sato 
and Richard Iriguchi served drinks at the bar nearby. Wallace Maeda, MC for 
the evening, opened the festivities by saying grace. After the delicious dinner 
he called on Kiyoto Tsubaki to formally install the newly elected officers. With 
talented Lillian Maeda accompanying him on the piano, Wallace led the group in 
singing Christmas carols. Jack Gushiken and Masao Sato next called out names of 
door prize winners. Our special thanks to to the following donors of door prizes; 
Ben Franklin Store, Tadayoshi Hamasaki, Sue Gushiken, Tadao Sato, Harold Nagamine, 
Haruo Ikeuchi, Gladys Ushijima, Goichi Shimanuki, Sue Kaneshina, and Beverly 
Kamimoto.

The following members won turkeys for their play at the November golf tournament 
held at the Waiehu golf course: Jack Gushiken, Miles Shiroma, Richard Iriguchi, 
Willie Goo, Wataru Kaneshina, and Iwao Takamori. Congratulations to all of you.

We extend our deepest sympathy to the following members who recently lost loved 
ones: Masao Sato, his brother Hideo; Johnny Miyagawa, his brother Stanley; 
Rokuro "Poison" Kamimoto, his mother; and Kiyoshi "Doc" Ikeda, his mother.
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KAUAI CHAPTER MEMBERS AND WIVES LOOKING 
COMFORTABLE AND HAPPY AT THEIR CHRISTMAS 
PARTY ON DEC. 9, HOLIDAY INN

Photos by Tsugi Takemoto
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KAUAI CHAPTER NEWS

by Ben Morimoto

Friday, December 9th was a big nite for the Kauai members and wives for they 
held their Xmas party at the new Holiday Inn at Waipoli. As you walked in the 
lobby, the first thing you stare and say how nice as you look at the waterfall 
with tropical atmosphere. Twenty six members, twenty wives, four widows, and 
Susan, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Larry Sakoda made the total count of 51 for 
this affair. It was a buffet dinner with prime roast beef as the main course. 
The food was plentiful because after the second helpings there was still food 
left on the table. Hakaru Tao, minus his wife, and Ko Takemoto, for the first 
time got together with the members of the Club.

At the last general meeting we agreed to have Larry Sakoda to take pictures of 
the chapter’s annual functions. Those members who want to have these pictures 
for their albums may place their order with Larry and pay for it At first,
only members in group, and later wives group pictures were taken. I have
checked with Larry about the pictures and good news the pictures came out good 
and so the members can see them at the next meeting. Mrs. Tsugi Takemoto was
seen going around snapping her camera. The chapter gave the women folks Big-
Save gift certificates, face value of four dollars, good at any Big-Save store.

Larry Sakoda, the nominating chairman, announced the following "volunteers" as 
the new incoming officers: Muggsy Morikawa, president; Yukichi Gushiken, vice- 
president; Mrs. Tsugie Takemoto, secretary; and Seichi Hoashi, treasurer.
Mrs. Takemoto and Mr. Hoashi are holdovers. The first greetings from Muggsy 
were thanking the members for their presence and urging the members to show up 
at meetings as they show up at parties.

This is a belated news item. On November 4, the chapter lost one of its active 
members. Isami (Isa) Aoki, passed away after a short illness. It was most 
gratifying to see the big turnout of members at the funeral service.
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F COMPANY NEWS

by Kenneth M. Higa

We shall overcome! This had been the battle cry of the Fox Company members' 
wives for the past few years and so they did in 1978.

One of the most "endangered male rights" finally succumbed to the onslaught 
of the ERA movement. At last, the "she-foxes" broke through the heavily fortified 
defenses of the "he-foxes". Now, F Company's annual get-together, which had been 
a stag function all these years, is extinct ... a thing of the past.

So, welcome aboard, ladies! All of you surely deserve to be included in our 
activities after waiting so patiently for more than three decades.

The 1978 reunion was held during the Veterans' Day holiday weekend, November 
10-12. Nineteen neighbor islanders joined in the celebration. Very sad indeed, 
Maui was not represented this time. We missed you, Maui foxes. Hope to see some 
of you at the next gathering of the foxes.

Friday, November 10th

The festivities started off, as usual, with the teahouse party at Natsunoya on 
Friday evening. There were seventy in attendance, including twenty-one "she-foxes."

At their first F Company teahouse party were the following: Mrs. Seitoku Akamine 
and Mrs. Masao Fujimoto of Hilo; Mrs. Kenzo Endo, Mrs. Yasuto Furusho, Mrs. James 
Higa, Mrs. Kenneth Higa, Mrs. Kenichi Iha, Mrs. Kiyoshi Jinnohara, Mrs. Robert 
Kapuniai, Mrs. Yoshimasa Kawaguchi, Mrs. Paul Maruo, Mrs. Eugene Miyahira, 
Mrs. Masaru Nakano, Mrs. Hideshi Niimi, Mrs. Tadao Seo, Mrs. Yasuo Takenouchi, 
Mrs. Mataki Takeshita, Mrs. Paul Tanji, Mrs. Hakaru Taoka, Mrs. Masaichi Yoza 
and Mrs. Everett Umeda, all of Oahu.

It was wonderful to see the ladies getting to know each other and enjoying the 
evening. Makes me wonder why we barred the gals for so many years. Now that the 
barrier has been broken we sure would like to see more "she-foxes" from the neighbor 
islands in the future.

It was also nice to see "new faces" of old friends. The "first timers" were 
Takuji Gushikuma of Honolulu; "Butch" Toguchi of Kauai; Shigeru Ito, Toshiaki Ito, 
Charles Nishimura, Taku Okajima, and Shigeru Oshita of Hawaii. Now that you have 
been bitten by the bug that oozes with that wonderful feeling of meeting and re
kindling old acquaintances, we hope you will continue to attend our reunions year 
after year.

Two significant events took place in the informal business meeting. The first 
was applauded by all. Hayato Tanaka, head honcho of Hawaii, announced that Hawaii 
will host the 1979 Fox reunion at Hilo in October. All Foxes please make plans to 
attend it now. Details will be given later.

The second was not applauded by all. Why? 'Twas the "Shanghai" job of electing 
new officers. The "Reluctant Four" are Kiyoshi Jinnohara, president; Masaichi Yoza, 
vice president; Kenneth Higa, secretary; and Kenzo Endo, treasurer.
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Everyone seemingly had a nice time enjoying the delicious food, drinks, and 
above all, good fellowship. Probably the only set back was the curtailing of 
the extra curricular activities for some "he-foxes". Overhead a remark made 
by one of the "ladies in waiting". "Both eyes were watching his wife while the 
hands flitted out and pinched or touched me here and there". Just kidding 
ladies ................... no hu hu.

The merrymaking, in part, was a success due to the generous gifts of "hard" 
and "soft" spirits. Our Seattle fox, Fred "Angel" Ogata, thanks to Furusho, 
came through this time with four bottles of whiskey. Others who made contri
butions were Robert Kapuniai, James Kitashima, Mackay Masaki and Hakaru Taoka. 
For a guy who hardly imbibes in "medicinal water", Hakaru brought enough booze 
to start a neighborhood bar.

Saturday, November 11th

During the day the neighbor islanders were chauffeured wherever they wanted to go. 
The majority took the orchid nursery tour arranged by Jerry Miyataki. We visited 
the following Club 100 members' nurseries: "Mahjong" Yoshimura, Sueo Sakamoto, 
Kazuo Kamimoto, and Robert Aoki. Thanks very much for your hospitality and for 
allowing us to see your beautiful plants. Incidentally, "Mahjong", Kazuo and 
Robert walked off with some of the top awards at the Club 100 orchid show held 
in November.

We also traveled all the way to Wahiawa to the Richard Takase's Nursery, probably 
the top commercial grower of phalaenophis.

Saturday night was not "disco fever" but "UH football fever". The twenty-six 
who attended the game went home very much satisfied as the Rainbow Warriors 
trounced the New Mexico State Aggies by the score of 35 to 20. Besides witnessing 
an exciting contest, for the "first timers" the million dollar scoreboard was a 
fascinating thing to watch.

Mrs. Akamine and Mrs. Fujimoto of Hilo certainly enjoyed being in the beautiful 
Aloha Stadium. Overhead them say, "When we get back home we're going to tell the 
other wives and members how much they missed out by not coming to the reunion". 
They, as well as others from Hawaii, made similar remarks again before it was time 
to say goodbye and see you next year.

Sunday, November 12th

Sunday luncheon at the clubhouse was more than a luncheon. It was like lunch, 
dinner, and after-dinner snack all combined into one. The wives put a spread 
which included baked ham, roast pork, mini hot dog in bun, barbecue beef stick, 
konbu maki, fried chicken, huli huli chicken, hoisin sauce chicken, shoyu chicken, 
sushi, sekihan, tossed salad, potato-mararoni [macaroni] salad, potato salad, noodle, chow 
mein, wun tun, kim chee, tsukemono, harusame namasu, nishime, okara patty, mango 
jello, triple colored jello, yokan, cranberry mold, azuki nantu (mochi), Hilo fish 
cake, sliced orange, and all kinds of beverages.

Beaucoup merci to the following members' wives for the "DEEELICIOUS" lunch: S. Akamine 
K. Endo, Y. Furusho, K. Higa, K. Iha, K. Jinnohara, R. Kapuniai, Y. Kawaguchi, E. 
Miyahira, H. Niimi, Y. Takenouchi, P. Tanji, H. Taoka and M. Yoza.
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And to Jerry Miyataki, luncheon chairman, a big mahalo for a job well done and 
for the paper plates, cups, napkins, chopsticks, and the ono ono punch.

Those behind the scene, led by outgoing prexy Robert Kapuniai and Fox number one 
honcho, Hakaru Taoka, who helped make this reunion the best so far were: Kenzo 
Endo, the tax collector; Yasuto Furusho, the Angel hustler; Kenneth Higa, the 
lodging finder; Kiyoshi Jinnohara, the wheels commander; Jerry Miyataki, the 
flower and kau kau boy; Yasuo Takenouchi, the quiet but effective one; and Masaichi 
Yoza - the camera bug who took the photos which accompany this article.

Taps

On Friday evening at the tea house party, before we commenced our dinner, a 
moment of silence was observed in memory of two of our comrades who passed away 
in October and November.

Hideo "Old Man" Sato, brother of Masao Sato, Maui Chapter, used to attend our 
shindig regularly until he became ill a few years ago.

Isami Aoki of Kauai, brother of Otomasu Aoki, Headquarters Chapter, was one 
neighbor islander who always looked forward to our get-together. He was all set 
to come again when he suddenly became ill less than a week before the reunion 
and died the day he was admitted in the hospital. This sad news was a shock to 
all of us.

To the Aoki and Sato families, we extend our deepest condolences.
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SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA CHAPTER NEWS

by Tad Hashimoto

On October 18, 1978 at our regular monthly meeting we had two guests in attendance, 
Ray Nosaka from Honolulu, Hawaii and George Karatsu of "G" Co.

Ray Nosaka says that many activities are going on in Hawaii but that the social 
dancing lessons have brought the males and the females together for a little 
enjoyable togetherness. In other words "dancing" has brought the wives out for 
more participation in club activities.

Come to think of it, the same thing is happening here in Los Angeles.

On Monday, October 23, 1978 on short notice a Chinese dinner was held for guest 
Ray Nosaka at the Gung Hay Restaurant in Gardena.

In attendance were the Tagami's, Mamiya's, Furuya's, Otsuji's, Hashimoto's, 
Young Kim, Kaza Dong, Lloyd Seki, Bill Miyagi and Mike Miyake.

Meanwhile, like something thought out of Hollywood, unbelievable, but what was 
happening was that six separate fires were raging in all directions miles apart 
in the mountains and beach areas. During the day you could see tiny flecks of 
ashes falling wherever you were around Los Angeles and in the evening the 
spectacular fire lighting up the burning areas. As far as I know, none of our 
members was affected but a few were worried for a while.

Fremont Hotel in Las Vegas, Friday, December 1st, 1978 admist a surprise rainstorm, 
the 36th Anniversary Reunion of the 100th Battalion opened with the Registration 
Committee busy morning to midnight, greeting the participants.

Besides almost all of the local active members attending and working hard on 
various committees it was good to see our Medal of Honor recipient Hershey Miyamura 
from Gallup, New Mexico, the Metcalfs from Ohio, the Teranishis and the Hamatakas 
from up North, the Dick Oguro "Travel Group" who were in Mexico City during an 
earthquake and didn't feel the quake. It seems they were visiting the pyramids 
outside of Mexico City, returned to the city and went to bed and didn't know anything 
about it until worried relatives started phoning from Hawaii!

It was a pleasure to meet Tom Tsuda and his wife Gladys who drove all the way from 
Cheyenne, Wyoming where they live. From Arroyo Grande, California (by Pismo Beach) 
our gracious perennial hosts for clam digging and the "out of this world" barbecue, 
Bob and Yots Shigenaka. Up from San Diego, California was the ever gracious twosome 
Ben Honda and wife Miki. Last but not least, arriving late Friday night was the 
charter plane group from Hawaii - over 100 strong!

Offered were a nightclub tour and a Boulder Dam tour, and of course the recreation 
Las Vegas is noted for.

The rain ended Friday night, so Chick Furuye, chairman of the Golf Tournament, said 
the word is "GO" and the tournament was held Saturday morning as scheduled. It was 
sunny and clear but cold, cold, cold. But the golfers made it even though they 
were freezing.

The Hospitality Room under the very capable Lloyd Seki, chairman, was the most 
popular spot. Thanks to the local and Hawaii members who donated liquor, the 
beautiful fruit - orange, persimmons, tangerines and apples, baked cookies,  
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stuffed dates, meatballs brought by Haru Ishizawa, macadamia nuts, nuts mixed, 
cheese, pineapples and candy.

A very special thanks to Ben and Miki Honda for the tuna and abalone sashimi, a 
special treat enjoyed by all. Then there were the beautiful flowers also donated 
by the Hawaii visitors.

Saturday nite was the banquet. Delayed about an hour because the keynote speaker 
U.S. Senator Sparky Matsunaga's plane was late and his baggage misplaced. With a 
borrowed shirt from Young Oak Kim, the Senator addressed the group. His speech 
was on the veteran benefits, especially for the retirees that he had a hand in 
passing in the Senate. With a good sense of humor he preceded his speech with a 
few stories about his experiences during the war and in the Senate.

M.C. Eric Abe set the pace with his adeptness at handling the master of ceremonies 
spot with humor.

Reunion chairman Buddy Mamiya, president of the 442nd Veterans association of Southern 
California and 100th member, Young Oak Kim, and 100th Club of Southern California 
president Monte Fujita all said a few words.

Conrad Tsukayama spoke in behalf of the 100th club of Hawaii and presented 
president Monte Fujita a beautiful bowl.

Golf awards were presented by Chick Furuye. The number one golfer turned out to 
be Yozo Yamamoto.

A short memorial service was also held at the dinner chaired by "Reverend" Jim 
Ishizawa. He gave an eloquent prayer remembering all the fallen comrades.

Sue Hashimoto besides being one of the hostess of the Hospitality Room, guided the 
way to the "Ice House" when ice was needed and to Safeway store (quite a few blocks 
away) when groceries were needed. Sue made four or five trips and a couple of 
times in the pouring rain.

It was nice for all to see so many familiar faces both from the mainland and Hawaii 
and to meet new ones.

I guess most of the mainland members drove home Sunday about noonish or so. Average 
driving home time from Las Vegas to Los Angeles is about 5 hours.

Thanks to all I didn't or forgot to mention for their participation in this 
successful reunion.

* * * * * * *

On Sunday, December 10, at the Velvet Turtle Restaurant in Torrance, California, the 
100th Installation Dinner was held. In a private room there were forty-five persons 
present.Attending our dinner as guests were Jim and Carol Inafuku of Baker Co., and PaulShirai of Able Co., from Hawaii.Jim Ishizawa, nicknamed "Reverend" because he has been chairman several times of the Memorial Services we've had at our reunions and get togethers, gave the the invocation.



Master of ceremony Chick Furuye introduced the outgoing and incoming officers.
Monte Fujita, after serving three years as president of the 100th club of Southern 
California was stepping down and Buddy Mamiya was taking his place. Officers 
for 1979 are: Buddy Mamiya, president; Lloyd Seki, vice president; Kaz Furuto, 
secretary and Bill Miyagi, treasurer.

Young Oak Kim as president of the 442nd association of Southern California installed 
the officers for 1979.

Paul Shirai thanked the members and also thanking everyone was Jim and Carol 
Inafuku who also said that they went to Mexico on tour.

We had a prime rib dinner that was very, very good as was the excellent service 
thruout.

Donated from Hawaii were packages of macadamia nuts and sweet bread. They were 
all passed out to the persons present and we all thanked the donors for their 
generosity.

After the dinner many of the guests danced to the beautiful music.
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SOME OF THE GOLFERS AND THEIR 
WIVES AT THE JAN. 12 BANQUET

DOUBLE TROPHY WINNER PAUL MARUO, SECOND FROM THE LEFT
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CLUB 100 GOLF CLUB HOLDS ANNUAL AWARDS BANQUET

by Everett Odo

The Club 100 Golf Club held its Annual Awards Banquet at the Ti Leaf Room, 
Hilton Hawaiian Village on Friday, January 12, 1979, which climaxed a highly 
successful 1978 golfing season. Edward Ikuma, the hard working Social Chairman, 
arranged the complete banquet, which included collection of funds, selection of 
menu and setting up the open bar. The attendees started the evening with cocktails 
from 6:00 to 7:00 PM to put each one in a relaxing mood and to socialize. By the 
time dinner was served, starting at 7:00 PM, there were many relaxed and red faced 
individuals having a jolly time. The specialty of the evening was a 7-course 
Chinese dinner. For this year's event 95 persons, including the wives of the 
golfers and special guests, attended the traditional affair.

The awards ceremony started at 8:00 PM under the direction of the MC, 
Everett Odo. Except for a brief speech by the outgoing President Iwao Fujimori and 
the introduction of the 1979 President, Eugene Kawakami, no business matters were 
discussed. As each winner was announced, the MC briefly commented on the winner's 
achievement and other related jokes to maintain an informal atmosphere. The award 
ceremony was expedited to permit a short home grown show and dancing for all until 
midnight. About 24 couples in attendence belong to the Club 100 Dance Club so 
naturally they were anxious to cut loose and show their newly acquired talents.

Stanley Takahashi was crowned Club Champion for 1978 as a result of his 
winning the 5th and final round over Sadashi Matsunami, 2 & 1, at the Honolulu 
International Country Club. Thirty two members initially qualified for the match 
play championship and after four rounds of elimination matches, it came down to 
the two finalists. At the end of the first nine holes in the final, Takahashi was 
four down to Matsunami. He even lost the 7th hole with a birdie when Matsunami 
also birdied the hole and it happened to be his stroke hole. The non-drinking 
Takahashi, in a desperate move, decided to have a Miller-Lite before going to the 
10th tee. The Lite must have really rejuvenated him for he won four holes in a row 
after that to go all even. He closed the match on the 17th hole, 2 & 1, to pick up 
the Club Championship. Matsunami, who eliminated the medalist, Tom Nakamura, in 
the 3rd round match, deserves a lot of credit for hanging in there till the final 
round in his first match play championship event. Stanley received the $50 trophy 
and Matsunami received the $30 gift certificate. In addition, the Championship 
Trophy maintained at Club 100 will bear Stanley Takahashi's name as the 1978 
champion. In September Stanley accomplished a rare feat by winning the Club 
Championshio of the Oahu Firemen's Golf Club by beating Moriyasu in the final match. 
With two honors under his belt Stanley Takahashi considers 1978 as his greatest golf 
achievement year.

Paul Maruo beat Larry Amazaki for the Golfer of the Year Award in a close 
finish. This trophy has been awarded each year to golfer with the best average 
net score for 15 best rounds in tournament play out of a 25 scheduled dates. 
Larry took a two stroke lead over Paul at Makaha-East on November 19, however 
Paul forged ahead for good at Ala Wai on December 3 when he scored a net 68. 
Larry still had a chance to improve his average in the last tournament of the year 
at Hawaii Kai on December 17 but failed. Paul was presented with the $35 trophy 
and Larry, as runner-up received the $20 merchandise certificate. Listed below are 
the top finishers for this award:
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1978 GOLF CLUB CHAMPION STAN TAKAHASHI WITH WIFE, ETHEL

THE 1978 GOLF SENSATION AKIRA AKIMOTO NEEDS THE HELP 
OF WIFE PAT TO CARRY HOME THE FOUR TROPHIES
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Place Name Best 15 Rds (Net) Average Prize

1st Paul Maruo 1035 69 Trophy
2nd Larry Amazaki 1037 69.1 $20 gift cert.
3rd Akira Akimoto 1044 69.6 12 balls
4th Stanley Takahashi 1048 69.9 9 balls
5th Marshall Higa 1054 70.3 6 balls
6th Edward Ikuma 1056 70.4 3 balls
7th Iwao Fujimori 1057 70.5 2 balls
8th Everett Odo 1060 70.7 1 ball

Harry Yamashita beat Akira Akimoto by two strokes to capture the President's 
Trophy. Harry had a net 131 (64+67) for his best 2 out of 3 round event. In this 
tournament each participant is allowed to count the best two round scores out of 
three tournaments held on seperate dates. By winning first place Harry Yamashita 
received the $40 Trophy and Akira Akimoto with a net 133 (71+62) received the 
second place prize, a $20 merchandise certificate.

James Oshiro won the Ace of Aces Trophy in a three-way tie breaker event at 
Pearl Country Club on January 7, 1979. Jimmy shot a net 66 to beat Tom Nakamura (70) 
and Lefty Tanigawa (77). These three finished with identical net 72's at Hawaii 
Kai on December 17, thus requiring the play-off. In the final day of the 1978 
tournament there were 12 Ace qualifiers, one for each month of the year, who were 
trying to beat the others for the Ace of Aces honor.

Paul Maruo was voted the Sportsman of the Year for 1978 by the Board for his 
outstanding contributions rendered at each tournament. Paul was usually one of 
the first to arrive at the golf course to assist Tournament Chairman Wilfred 
Fujishige and Assistant Kenneth Muroshige. On many occassions Paul would take a 
trip several days before a tournament to pick up blank score cards from the course 
the club would be playing. These cards were then filled in with the names of 
players and their handicaps, thus insuring a smooth registration day. He provided 
these services voluntarily even though he was not a member of the 1978 Board.

Date Winner's Name Trophy Designation

Jan. 22 Sadashi Matsunami Holo Holo Apparel Trophy Mililani

Feb. 26 Tom Nakamura Richard Hamada Trophy Hon. Int. C.C.

Mar. 19 Akira Akimoto Varsity Top Shop Trophy Olomana

Apr. 2 Iwao Fujimori Harry's Music Store Trophy Makaha-East

Apr. 16 Larry Amazaki Tad Hirai Cont. Trophy Pali

May 21 Stanley Takahashi Tommy's Fender Shop Trophy Hawaii Kai

June 4 Stanley Takahashi Fundi Shirai Memorial Trophy Mililani

June 18 Sadashi Matsunami AD Signs Trophy Olomana

July 16 Akira Akimoto Nakatani Farm Trophy Hon. Int. C.C.
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HAPPY HARRY YAMASHITA, PRESIDENT'S TROPHY WINNER

ACE OF ACES WINNER JAMES OSHIRO
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Date Winner's Name Trophy Designation Golf Course

Aug. 6 Marshall Higa Akira Hashimoto Mem. Trophy Hawaii Kai

Aug. 20 Marshall Higa New Alakea Grill Trophy Pali

Sept. 3 Harry Yamashita Eugene Kawakami Trophy Pearl

Sept. 17 Akira Akimoto Babe Carter Trophy Olomana

Sept. 30 William Takaezu Joji G. Kobayashi Trophy Makaha-East 

Oct. 15 Arthur Tamashiro Vet's Termite Trophy Hon. Int. C.C.

Oct. 29 Larry Amazaki House of Photography Trophy Pearl

Oct. 29 Paul Maruo Archie Won Merchandise 
Certificate, A Flight

Pearl

Oct. 29 Fred Kanemura Archie Won Merchandise 
Certificate, B Flight

Pearl

Nov. 5 Paul Maruo Ray Haneda Mason Contractor's 
Trophy

Olomana

Nov. 19 Akira Akimoto Central Pacific Bank Trophy Makaha-Eas t

Dec. 3 Roy Nakamura Joe Tengan Memorial Trophy Ala Wai

Dec. 17 Chikami Hirayama Holau Mochi Factory Trophy Hawaii Kai

A definite increase in the number of participants for each tournament was a 
clear indication of the success of the Club. An average of 36 players signed up 
at each tournament from a total membership of 52 golfers. The implementation of 
a new pairing system of giving each player a chance to play with every member in 
the club has greatly benefitted the high handicappers. It is indeed gratifying to 
continuously observe display of sportsmanship, patience and good fellowship on and 
off the golf course. As usual the 19th hole activity is the best part of each 
tournament where the winners are determined by comparing the scores, while the 
members are dining and wining and talking (pretty loud). Others just drink and 
still talk about old times and their golf games.

In addition to the 25 scheduled tournament for 1978, about 25 members par
ticipated in the Kauai 442nd Invitational Golf Tournament in February. On July 
29, 1978 the Club 100 hosted the 7th Annual AJA Council Golf Tournament at the 
Honolulu International Country Club (HICC). A total of 96 golfers from the 442nd, 
MIS, 1399th Engineers and the 100th took part in this annual event. In the team 
competition (6 golfers from each club) the 442nd nosed out Club 100 for the 
perpetual trophy. The 442nd will keep the trophy at their clubhouse until the 
next tournament. The awarding of prizes and luncheon was held at the HICC 
swimming pool area.

In October 1978 about 25 golfers from Club 100 participated in the Kona 
Classic Tournament to help raise funds for the Junior Golf Program at Kona. 
The team of Sonsei Nakamura and Robert Takashige from Club 100 made the most 
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impressive showing by finishing in 4th place in B Flight with a net 134 score. 
About 100 two-man teams took part in the two day event held at the Keauhou Golf 
Course. Sonsei and Bob received a separate package deal consisting of round trip 
airline tickets for two, hotel accommodations for two for two nights including two 
meals per day for two days, and the use of a U-Drive vehicle for two days. The 
package is good to any neighbor island. Sonsei and Elaine, and Bob and Michiko 
will use these deals on their special anniversary celebration.

Akira Akimoto, who decided to take up golf shortly after his retirement from 
the Federal Civil Service Program in 1977, was the 1978 golf sensation of Club 100. 
However, the amount of practice rounds played since his retirement is equal to many 
who have been playing for the past 10 years. Being an ex-baseball player, Aki has 
power for his slim figure and he is always interested in altering his swing to 
increase his potential. In 1978 he won four trophies, one runner-up gift certificate 
and finished in 3rd place for the Golfer of the Year Award. Pat Akimoto, who has 
been collecting bowling trophies in the Club 100 Bowling League for the past two 
decades, will have to generate shelf space at home to accommodate Akira's trophy 
additions.

In the "Booby Department", James Oshiro was unanimously selected as the Best 
Actor of the Year for his pre-tournament tactics. On six tournaments Jimmy showed 
up with a severe case of arthritis and gout in his elbow, shoulder, knee, ankle, 
neck and toe (so he says). He could hardly walk from the car to the golf cart. 
As usual he always carries his favorite secret formula to ease the pain . . . . . Oly. 
Three cans of Oly and he plays like Jack Nicklaus. When he is complaining about 
his ailment, he always finishes in the top five. He did it to the boys again on 
January 7, 1979, when he shot a net 66 to win the first tournament of the year 
despite his limp, moans and other ailments. He received the Club 100 Golf Club 
Oscar, a box of EXLAX for his outstanding performance.

The 1979 Officers and Committee Chairmen are as follows:

President: Eugene Kawakami Vice President/Tournament Chairman: Al K. Arakaki

Asst. Tournament Chairman: Chikami Hirayama

Treasurer: Fred Kanemura**

Secretary: Katsumi Maeda

Scheduling: Marshall Higa**

Handicap: Kazuto Shimizu**

Social (Co-Chairmen): Ralph Ikeda and Robert Takashige

Publicity: Everett Odo**

**Remarks: Holdovers from 1978

Under the new Board the members are looking forward to another successful 
golfing season in 1979 as demonstrated at its first outing on January 7, 1979 at 
the Pearl Country Club. Thirty nine members took part in this tournament.
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DANCE CLUB NEWS

by Yasuo Takata

Toasting the New Year of the "Ram", with champagne, the Dance Club made a 
rousing debut to the year 1979. The hall was decorated beautifully thanks to 
Rikio Tsuda, our superb designer and his committee.

The program, led by our hustling M.C., Eugene Kawakami, was most enjoyable.

The formal dance was started with a Grand March, led by our president 
Jack Hirano and his officers. This year started the elegant style. The dancers 
are following around the hall; thanks to our new instructors, Larry and Clara 
Inouye.

After 5 years of dance lessons, I had to relearn dancing. The steps are 
practically the same, but now we use the steps to move around the hall, counter
clockwise. There is much less banging into others, freer movements, and you can 
just glide on with the music. Now you can feel the pulse of the music as you watch 
the dancers flowing by.

Our maestro, the swinging Latino "Billy" Takaezu, set up the fine music, 
giving everybody a chance to waltz, fox trot, tango, rhumba, and prance to the 
best of the cha cha, mambo, sambo, disco, and the swing. From the Monday class, 
there were Arthur and Doris Tamashiro, Akira and Pat Akimoto, Mary Endo and 
partner, and Dot Tamashiro smoothly gliding around the floor. I almost forgot 
Masa Toma but the way he dances now with so much polish, he has graduated from 
Monday to the Thursday group. As for poor me, half of the time I was floating 
around in the clouds of champagne bubbles, with the music flowing through me. 
Ask Lynn Shimizu, Dot Tamashiro, Elaine Nakamura and Rei Hamano, what kind of 
steps I was doing? They'll tell you I was making my own creations from the music 
pulsing through me.

Then came the games led by our hopping Ken Kaneko. He had everybody doing 
"put your right foot in" and so forth. Next came the "Bunny Hop", then the 
"Broom Dance". On the "Bunny Hop" the music ended just in the nick of time for 
Mildred Nishigaya, our sweet group leader was at the door of the women's restroom. 
If the music didn't stop, I wonder if our sweet Mildred would have actually dared 
to lead us in there. The "Broom Dance" is not for timid souls. When the music 
stops, thrust your partner away, turn, look for your new partner, rush and grab 
her with your arms around her or you'll end up with a lifeless stick with straws.

After a break, when we had our holiday goodies to gain more energy, the 
dancing continued. It was fascinating to watch John and Rei Hamano strutting thru 
a complex routine so faultlessly. Another dance stopper is Bob Kadowaki. When he 
goes into his freestyle, doing the cha cha or the swing, I cannot describe it but 
he sure has a style all his own. As you gaze around, you stop and watch Eddie 
and Grace Ochiae of the 442. Here is another couple of fast steppers. How nimbly 
they step. Looks like, I have to lose a lot of weight in order to prance around 
like them.

The waltz beat comes on and you follow Bob and Bessie Fukumoto and see a 
great improvement. Their interest and love for dancing is wonderful. Last year 
Bob asked me if I would join him at the Sheraton's evening dances.
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Midnight arrived, the dancers filled up their champagne glasses and drank 
a toast to the new year, and sang "Auld Lang Syne" with gusto. After about 3 
rounds of Auld Lang Syne they broke up and wished each other a "Happy New Year", 
cementing another great year of fun.

Thanks to Richard Ishimoto and his committee, we started the New Year with 
a Bang. The dinner was enhanced by the following donors: Mr. & Mrs. Richard 
Ishimoto - 1 case beer, tako and fish, Yasuo Takata - 2 quarts champagne, 
Mr. & Mrs. Rikio Tsuda - 1 bag pupu chips, Mr. & Mrs. Max Imai - pumpkin cake, 
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Ikeda - 1 gallon "nuts & bolts", Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Obayashi - 1 
quart whiskey, Mr. & Mrs. Kazuto Shimizu - 1 bottle Cutty Sark, Mrs. Dorothy 
Tamashiro - 2 lbs. coffee, Mr. & Mrs. William Takaezu - 1 bottle Spanada wine, 
Mr. & Mrs. Masasuke Toma - 1 case 7-up, Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Kawakami - 1 bottle wine, and 
Mr. & Mrs. Tad Nakano - Canadian Club.

Besides dancing, there is something new, we have to practice this year. Party 
etiquette. Our instructor, Larry Inouye, has stressed that the first dance will be 
with your partner, then with the ladies at your table before you go table hopping. 
Larry and Clara Inouye, our new instructors, who have taught at the Ala Wai for many 
years, were scheduled to start in January, however, he came ahead of time to teach 
us not only dancing, but also dance etiquette to make us into ladies and gentlemen 
on and off the dance floor.

New Year's Eve Champagne Party Committees

Program

Eugene Kawakami - M.C.
Gladys Kawakami - Co-chairman
Kenneth Kaneko - Co-chairman

Decoration

Rikio Tsuda - Chairman 
Thomas Tsubota 
Isao Nadamoto 
John and Rei Hamano 
Yasuo Furusho 
Sakae Tanigawa 
Etsuo Katano 
Richard Ishimoto

Table & Chairs - Setting Up

Etsuo Katano - Chairman 
Isao Nadamoto 
Thomas Tsubota 
Richard Ishimoto

Finance

Isao Nadamoto - Chairman 
Rikio Tsuda

Music Selections

Roy Nakatani - Co-chairman
William Takaezu - Co-chairman
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VETERANS ADMINISTRATION - NEWS RELEASE

Veterans Administration chief Max Cleland today outlined the magnitude of 
the agency's assistance to Hawaii's 94,000 veterans in a speech to members of the 
Honolulu Rotary Club.

A triple amputee veteran of the Vietnam Era, Cleland said VA annually spends 
more than $66 million in Hawaii -- a state whose veterans have wisely used the 
various benefits available through the agency.

For example, he said, more than 80 per cent of all Hawaiian veterans of the 
Vietnam Era have used their right to GI Bill training.

Nearly 7,000 of them are currently in training, he said, and more than 63 
per cent of the state's Vietnam Era veterans eligible for the GI Bill have used 
it to go to college.

VA is currently spending more than $2 million a month in Hawaii for GI Bill 
training.

A comparable amount, Cleland said, is being paid monthly to veterans and 
dependents in VA compensation and pension benefits.

Recipients are veterans - - - or survivors of veterans - - - who suffered disabling
injuries or illnesses in service, or who receive assistance from VA because later 
disabilities have left them unable to earn a living for themselves.

Cleland also pointed up the fact that VA's loan guaranty program has been a 
popular and successful one in Hawaii over the years.

In the past year approximately 2,800 home loans were guaranteed in the state, 
bringing the total to date to more than 21,000 loans with a value of $641 million.

Cleland said 25,000 Hawaiian veterans hold VA insurance policies with a 
total value of $220 million. More than $2.6 million in insurance dividends were 
paid last year.

The VA Administrator said excellent military hospitals in Hawaii provided 
care for 768 VA patients last year. He said the agency's outpatient clinic in 
Honolulu recorded some 36,000 patient visits last year and that VA paid for 
6,500 treatment visits to private health facilities.

Of the National Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific, Cleland said the agency's 
future development and improvement plans will protect what he termed "a national 
treasure" and promised that it would be preserved as "the lovely, useful place 
you know now."
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BONSAI CLUB NEWS 

by Florence Matsumura

Yes, the Bonsai Club is alive and we extend our best wishes to you for a 

great New Year!

Our annual buffet luncheon was held on Sunday, December 17, at the Pagoda 

Floating Restaurant with 35 members and guests in attendance. At the very 

informal and relaxing affair, President Bill Komoda expressed the club's 

appreciation and thanks to the guests who have helped us throughout the year 

and asked for their continued support.

Because of his exceptionally good performance,Bill was reelected to serve 

another term. He will be ably assisted again by Tom Matsumura (a whiz at 

taking minutes) as secretary, and Richard Yamamoto, who volunteered for son 

Warren who did a superb job last year, to assume the exacting role of treasure

Although we lost the company of Shizu and Ronald Higashi the latter part of 

the year with their relocation to Maui, we were delighted to have Shizu join 

us at the get together. The Higashis became proud grandparents recently 

(thanks to daughter Diane who had a baby girl) and Shizu, who was in town 

to lend a hand as a doting grandma, admitted that she was somewhat rusty in 

the diaper-changing routine. We were sorry Ronald couldn't make it this 

time.

At press time, Richard Yamamoto, who abounds with endless energy, was busy 

working out the details for our annual trip, this time to the Garden Isle, 

which we will have enjoyed this Presidents' weekend. Wife Marian is now 

getting a well-deserved rest after retiring from Lewers and Cooke recently and
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Bonsai Club News

the ladies look forward to enjoying more of her company during the year.

She will surely be a refreshing addition to the club.

The Bonsai Club now comprises of quite a number of retirees in our midst

but we never cease to marvel at the "spark" they generate. Hideshi Niimi, 

for example, besides holding down a job as school custodian, teaches evening 

classes on bonsai Culture; Masa Kawamoto jogs daily; Lefty Kimura still 

helps out at his brother's service station; Richard, in addition to his 

many club activities, helps his married sons with their yard work as well as 

keeping up with his own - with orchids and a vegetable garden to boot; 

Sumio Ito continues to keep up like a youngster on the dance floor while 

Tom Matsumura wonders how he let 1978 slip by so fast while being engrossed 

in various projects. Yes, these fellows are no slouches, believe me.

With their vigor and Bill Komoda's zip -- and moral support from the distaff 

side, of course -- the Bonsai Club expects another full year of activity 

putting on its annual exhibit in April, participating in the other community 

bonsai/plant shows, and engaging in some fun things while capturing the 

wonderful world of bonsai.

CLUB OPERATING DUES FOR 1979 are payable now. All members are requested to pay their 
dues. Do not wait for your statements from the club office, reminding you on how much 
to pay. Dues schedule is:

Oahu members (other than Rural) ---------------------------------  $12.00
Rural Chapter members --------------------------------------------------- 6.00
Neighbor Island, Mainland and Overseas Members ------ 3.00
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The Gift 
For All Occasions!

Tje Fruit Basket A TraditionalQuality
Our fruit baskets are assembled daily 
from orchard-fresh stocks of your favorite 
fruits. A delightful selection of basket 
styles and exotic fruits are available 
for immediate delivery.
Express your personality with a memorable 
gift from The Fruit Basket.
Imaginatively Designed — Delightfully 
Different.

COMPLETE SELECTIONS AVAILABLE DAILY 
Pacific Trade Center 1070 Alakea Street 
Phone: 531-1515 & 531-7778

All Major Credit Cards Accepted Over Telephone

Hazel Yokota, Manager (B Chapter)

MANOA FINANCE CO INC
AUTO

PERSONAL

BUSINESS 

REAL ESTATE 

MORTGAGE 1st & 2nd

'WHERE TO CALL" 
MAIN OFFICES

MANOA FINANCE CO INC
2733 E Manoa Rd. 988-2121

MAKIKI
Manoa Finance Co Inc

Keeaumoku Branch
824 Keeaumoku............... 941-3361

DOWNTOWN
Manoa Finance Co Inc

Alakea Br 194 S Hotel. . 533-7407
Downtown Br 31 N King . . 537-3925

Specializing in .. .

CAKES for every occasion 

PASTRIES
 PIES  ROLLS

NASH TAHARA

KING’S BAKERY
 1936 S. Klng St. Ph 941-5211

I764. SATAN ON WAR

From “Paradise Lost”

O shame to men! Devil with devil damned 
Firm concord holds; men only disagree 
Of creatures rational, though under hope 
Of heavenly grace, and, God proclaiming 

peace,
Yet live in hatred, enmity, and strife 
Among themselves, and levy cruel wars 
Wasting the earth, each other to destroy: 
As if (which might induce us to accord) 
Man had not hellish foes enow besides, 
That day and night for his destruction wait!

John Milton, 1608-1674



ANOTHER PHOTO FROM THE PAST. COMPANY A SOLDIERS 
ALONG THE FRANCO-ITALIAN BORDER. FEBRUARY 1945



FOR THE WOMAN WHO'S MOVING UP.INOUI

Inoui. The lively new international 
fragrance for today's free-spirited 
woman. As worldly and sophisticated os 
you are, equally at home any place in 
rhe world. It's a fresh, smart, active scent 
blending cool greens, meadow herbs 
and flowers, rose and jasmin into a 
warm, rich mossy-woodsy fragrance. A 
fragrance that speaks an international 
language, from rhe leader in 
international beauty — Shiseido.

Shiseido
The promise of beauty since 1872

1516 5. King Street. Honolulu, Hawaii 96826 
Phone 941-7302



DRIVE A BARGAIN!
You can with a low-cost CPB auto loan

THE RIGHT 
ONE

Central Pacific Bank
MEMBER. FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION

Good Time is Time For Times Super Markets

• King St.  * Niu Valley
• Waialae • S. Beretania
• Kailua       • Aiea
• Kaneohe • Temple Valley
• Kapalama  • Liliha Square
• Waipahu • Waimalu

12 Conveniently Located Stores to Serve You

CLUB 100
520 Kamoku Street 
Honolulu, HI 96826
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