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Chapter I  

INTRODUCTION 

The History of Hawaii  ' s  Sugar Industry 

Hawaii 's  great  sugar industry has a historical  

"background of real  interest .  Men from many nations of 

the earth have played a part  in i ts  development.  I ts  

history is  rich in action and human interest  through 

more than a hundred years of development.  

When Captain Cook discovered the Hawaiian Islands 

in 1778, he found sugar cane growing there and speaks of 

i t  as "being "of large size and good quali ty." According 

to the natives i t  grew wild and luxuriant in the valleys 

and lowlands hut the making of sugar did not "become gen

eral  unti l  13*13-1824. 

A Chinese who came to the Islands in 1802 on a 

vessel  trading for sandalwood brought a stone mill  and 

a boiler with him. He set  up this apparatus on the is

land of Lanai;  but after  grinding one small  crop, he 

left  the Islands.  

In 1823 an I tal ian named. Lavinia made sugar in 

Honolulu by pounding the sugar cane with stone beaters,  

on poi boards,  and boil ing the juice in a small  copper 

kett le.  
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In 1825 an Englishman, John Wilkinson, f irst  be

gan the cult ivation of sugar on a large scale by plant

ing 100 acres in Manoa Valley,  Oahu; but after  his death 

in 1827, the cult ivation was discontinued. 

The f irst  successful  attempt at  sugar cult ivation 

on a large scale was made in 1835 at  Koloa,  Kauai,  by 

ladd & Company, a  Honolulu merchant f irm. This was the 

beginning of what is  now known as the Koloa Plantation.  

The f irst  breaking of the soil  for planting cane was done 

with a plough, ifrawn by natives;  a mill  established at  

the same t ime was also operated by native man-power.  

The general  character of the mills  was crude and 

primitive up to 1850. The rollers were generally of 

wood and the kett les in which the juice was boiled 

were whalers '  t rypots.  The buildinss were of adobe 

or grass.  The juice was boiled to a thick syrup and 

put into coolers to grain,  after  which the granulated 

mass,  resembling a mixture of soft  concrete in appear

ance,  v/as packed in mats,  boxes or barrels.  The mills  

were run by bullocks,  horses,  and in some cases,  by 

water power,  and were fed by hand, one s talk at  a t ime, 

the whole process being exceedingly primitive.  
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The Growth of  the Sugar  Industry 

The nat ions of  the ear th  have entered a  br isk 

competi t ion for  the product ion and control  of  sugar  

during the past  century.  The European nat ions have 

encouraged the beet  sugar  industry within their  boun

dar ies ,  for  their  own supply,  and export  markets  have 

been-sought  eagerly.  The world 's  annual  crop of  sugar  

has  increased from 1,045,000 long tons in  1640 to  over  

25,000,000 tons in  1S28.  

The United States  consumes th i r ty  per  cent  of  the 

world 's  product ion.  I t  consumed over  6 ,000,000 short  

tons of  sugar  in  1928.  About  48 per  cent  of  the sugar  

used in  the United States  i s  suppl ied by Cuba,  whose 

product  comes in  under  a  preferent ia l  tar i f f .  Beet  

sugar  produced within the United States  suppl ied about  

19%. Hawaiian Cane Sugar  about  12fo,  and Louis iana Cane 

2%. Product ion by Porto Rico and the Phi l ippines  ac

counted for another 19%. 

The largest  sugar  producing countr ies  of  the world 

are ,  f i rs t ,  Cuba,  wi th  a  crop which has  averaged over  

4 ,500,000 long tons for  the past  f ive years ,  and whose 

1929 crop i s  est imated a t  5 ,218,000 long tons.  The second 

is  Bri t ish India  which produces an average of  over  three 

mil l ion long tons,  and Java,  whose past  f ive years '  average 
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is  sl ightly over two mill ion tons,  hut whose recent 

development of new-cane varieties has resulted in great

ly increased tonnage, estimated at  over 2,944,000 long 

tons for 1929. 

In 1856, the entire crop of sugar of the Islands 
was 547 short  tons.  The 1928 crop amounted to over 

807,180 long tons.  In 1880, the average yield of each 

plantation was between 200 and 800 tons of sugar per 

year.  Today a number of the plantations produce between 

30,000 and 70,000 tons of sugar annually.  In 1880, the 

plantations employed from 50 to 200 men each. Today a 

number of the plantations employ over 2000 men each and 

some over 3000 men. There are now forty-seven plantations 

in Hawaii  as compared with f ive in 1857. The total  capi

tal  now invested in the industry amounts to between 

$150,000,000 and $175,000,000. Plantation payrolls  for 

the year ending December 31,  1928, amounted to over 

$26,000,000. 

In 1875, a reciprocity treaty was negotiated between 

the United States and the Hawaiian Kingdom, al lowing 

Hawaiian sugar into America free of duty.  This treaty 

marks the real  beginning of development.  Twelve years 

after  the signing of the treaty,  the Islands exported 

100,000 tons of sugar.  Since the annexation of Hawaii  

to the United States in 1898, continuous progress has 

been made in the development of the industry.  
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Early Pioneers in Hawaii 's  Sugar Industry 

The l ives of many early pioneers of  Hawaii 's  sugar 

industry are woven through with a  thread of adventure and 

romance that  £ives a  colorful  picture of the pioneer days 

in which they l ived and made their  achievements.  

•James Campbell ,  a  notable f igure in Hawaii  during 

the past  century,  ran away from his  home in Ireland in 

1639 and came to America.  From Hew Bedford,  Mass. ,  he 

took passage on a  whaling vessel  bound for  the Pacif ic  

around the Horn.  The ship was wreched in the South Seas.  

Campbell 's  l i fe  was saved by a  f loat ing spar which enabled 

him to reach an is land.  Cannibals  captured him and would 

probably have made a  meal  of  him, but  he again saved his  

l i fe  by repair ing an old f l int lock musket  in  the possession 

of the chief .  The chief  ordered him set  free and he was 

adopted by the t r ibe.  He escaped to Tahit i  a  few months 

la ter  on a  passing ship which was putt ing into the is land 

for  fresh supplies.  In Tahit i  he assisted the nat ives 

in a rebell ion against  the French and f inal ly lef t  for  

Hawaii  on a  whaler  which landed him at  Lahaina,  Maui.  He 

accumulated some capital  by building and repair ing houses 

and ships,  and with this  s tar ted a sugar plantat ion at  

Lahaina in 1861.  Success came through hard work and in 

the early '70s he founded the Pioneer Mill  a t  Lahaina 
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which today is  one of the main plantations of the Islands.  

In 1879 Mr. Campbell  bored the f irst  flowing well  of ar

tesian water in Hawaii  at  Ewa, Oahu. This well  is  st i l l  

flowing. 

Valdemar Knudsen, son of Knud Knudsen, President of 

Norway, was beckoned to America by the adventurous blood 

of his Norsemen forebears.  For some t ime he engaged in 

the book-publishing business in the East ,  but gabe this 

up and left  for California in the historic gold rush of 

1849. With his earnings in the gold f ields of Yuba Nam 

and Feather F.iver he established a successful  trading and 

provision business and became prominent in California 's  

early history.  While returning from a visi t  to his parents 

in Norway in 1853, Mr. Knudsen contracted "Panama fever" 

and the doctor ordered him to a warm, dry climate.  Large

ly by chance he landed at  Koloa,  Kauai,  from a sail ing 

vessel  and there learned that  his fortune was lost  through-

duplicity of business associates in California.  He s tarted 

his career in Hawaii  from the bottom, and through his own 

efforts buil t  up a large industry.  He devoted his attention 

to suaar production and became manager of Grove Farm Plan

tation,  later purchasing and developing lands at  Kekaha and 

Mana which today form several  of the most productive plan

tations in the Islands.  

The story of Benjamin Franklin Nill ineham is  a color-
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ful  example of American creative genius and foresight.  He 

was horn in Brewster,  Mass. ,  of old Puritan stock. As a 

young man he became a sailor on merchant vessels.  At the 

aae of El he shipped on the hark "Whistler" for a voyage 

to Hawaii .  While r idins horseback ashore in Honolulu he 

was thrown and his lee was broken. His ship returned to 

the coast  while First  Officer Dill ingham remained behind 

in the hospital .  Upon his recovery he entered the employ 

of Henry Dimond, hardware dealer,  as a clerk at  $>40 per 

month.  In 1869, with Alfred Castle,  he purchased Henry 

Dimond's business and the firm became Dill ingham & Co. 

In 1889 Mr. Dill ingham retired from the firm and devoted 

his attention to the sreat  enterprise of l inking up Honolulu 

with i ts  back country by means of a  railroad. His project  

met with much cri t icism and was known as "Dill ingham's Folly" 

Back of Dill ingham's plan was the sreat  vision of turning 

miles of wild,  unproductive land into a vast  suffer producing 

area to be tapped by his railroad. Today we see the actual  

result  of this man's vision as we stand upon Red Hill  and 

look over miles of waving, areen sugar cane--one of the 

most highly productive agricultural  areas in the world.  

Dill ingham conceived the plan of i rr igating this^land with 

artesian water raised to the necessary level by pumps. 

Through his untir ing enthusiasm he at  last  succeeded in 

interesting capital  in his project .  EWA plantation was or-
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ganized, and on Sept.  4,  1889, the f irst  train to run out 

of Honolulu took an excursion party one-half  mile into the 

palama rice i ields.  With the extension of the railway there 

was a  need for more freight,  and Mr. Dill ingham proceeded 

with the organization of Oahu plantation and Honolulu plan

tation.  . /aianae,  Jaialua and Kahuku plantations were ex

panded and the Oahu Railway was f inally extended to Kahuku, 

opening up to railroad transportation practically al l  of the 

extensive sugar groping areas of Oahu. Mr. Dill ingham later 

extended his operations to the islands of Hawaii ,  Kauai and 

Maui where ne promote^ several  plantations and buil t  what is  

now known as the Hawaii  Consolidated Railway which taps the 

large sugar growing areas of the island of Hawaii .  

Captain James Makee of Woburn, Mass. ,  who came to 

Hawaii  in 1843 on the whaling ship "Maine," became, through 

an accident,  one of the pioneers in the sugar industry here.  

While the "Maine" lay in the roadstead off Lahaina,  Captain 

Makee was at tacked by the ship 's  cook, who brutally cut him 

with a cleaver and escaped, leaving him for dead. Medical  

aid was given the Yankee captain on an American warship an

chored at  lahaina,  and during a long convalescence he became 

interested in Hawaii .  He established a ship chandlery busi

ness in Honolulu and later purchased "Torbett 's  Plantation" 

at  Ulupalakua,  Maui.  In 1877 he launched a breakwater pro

ject  at  Makena, Maui,  to facil i tate the shipment of sugar.  
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Two years later he engaged in a. sugar growing venture with 

King Kalakaua at  Kapaa,  Kauai,  a  part  of the present Makee 

Sugar Company. 

John M. Horner,  known as "the pioneer farmer of Cali

fornia ' ,  came to Hawaii  in 1879 to cult ivate sugar cane.  He 

developed large agricultural  interests here and in the early 

Eighties predicted that  Hawaii  would eventually produce six 

hundred thousand tons of suear a year.  His prediction was 

r idiculed then, hut in 1928 the Terri tory's  output amounted 

to 904,040 short  tons.  
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Chapter II 

THE LABORERS III HAWAII'S SUGAR INDUSTRY 

The History of the Introduction of Labor 

The demand for workers to d.evelop Hawaii's resources 

and industry has brousrht men from many corners of the earth 

to work on the susar plantations here. 

In the early'50s an attempt was made by Kamehameha IV 

to remove all the inhabitatants of Pitcairn Island to Hawaii. 

The British consul general demanded that they be admitted as 

subjects of the British Crown. Minister of Foreign Affairs 

Wyllie, of Hawaii, would not consent to this and the project 

was dropped. 

In December, 1859, the American schooner "Wamp" arrived 

at Xoloa, Kauai, with ten South Sea Islanders who hired them

selves out to Koloa Plantation. 

In 1864, through the recommendation of Kamehameha V, 

a bill was passed creating a Bureau of Immigration. In 1868 

another attempt was made to procure South Sea Islanders, but 

nothing was accomplished. In 1877 the Bureau directed Captain 

Mist to the South Islands to promote emigration, and in May, 

1878, he returned on the "Storm Bird" with 86 Micronesians. 

in 1880 Mr. A. L'Oranse was sent to Norway fot the pur

pose of procuring emigrants from that country. This resulted 
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in the arrival of G15 Norwegians here in 1881. The German 

hark "Cedar" arrived in Tune, 1881, bringing the first party 

of Germans to the Islands. There were 71 men, 19 women and 

34 children brought here by the owners of Lihue Plantation. 

In October, 1898, the German ship ".P. Glade" arrived with 

3G5 Galician laborers, "'uring the same year Ewa Plantation 

brought 14 American farmers and their families from Califor

nia to work on the plantation on a profit-sharing system. 

Modern houses were built for them, transportation was paid, 

pasture land was given them, and rich sugar land planted in 

seed cane was given them to cultivate. The experiment was 

not a suceess, however, for all gradually drifted away to 

other work. 

Prom 1909 to 1912 there were 2,056 Russians brought 

to Hawaii from Manchuria by the Hawaiian Board of Immigration. 

The total cost of this immigration amounted to nearly $178,000 

Only about sixty per cent of these people accepted employment 

on the plantations and these soon drifted away and most of 

them left the territory. 

In April, 1907, the steamship "Heleopolis" arrived here 

with 2,246 Spanish immigrants from the district of Malaga, 

South Spain, where sugar-cane planting is donducted. In 1903 

the first Koreans were brought to Hawaii on the S. S. "Gaelic" 

Porto Ricans have also been brought here in considerable num

bers and have proven themselves good workers. 
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The Nationali ty of the Laborers 

The following stat ist ics are compiled by the 

Bureau of Labor and Statist ics of the Hawaiian Sugar 

Planters Associations as of -June 30,  1928. --

Nationali ty No. of persons employed 

Fil ipinos 32,149 

Japanese 9,849 

Portuguese 1,675 

Americans 1,292 

Chinese 1,038 

Porto Ricans 816 

Koreans 571 

Hawaiians 568 

Spanish 10 

Others 247 

Total  men employed 48,  279 
Total  women employed 1,928 
Minors regularly employed 485 
Minors (school children) 5,938 

Grand Total  56,630 
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The Fil ipino Laborers 

The majority of the Fil ipinos who are brought to 

Hawaii  are from the Ilocano and Visayan distr icts of the 

Phil ippines and in their  homeland are engaged mostly in 

agricultural  work. Many thousands of workmen are required 

to carry on Hawaii 's  main industry and as early as 190G 

the plantations turned to the Phil ippines for the sturdy 
* 

men who now supply the bulk of the labor in the sugar in

dustry.  The Hawaiian Sugar Planters '  Association entered 

an agreement with the Phil ippine commission relative to the 

importation of labor from the Phil ippine Islands.  The f irst  

immigration,  amounting to about 200 men, arrived here in 

190G and 1907. The next group of Fil ipinos to arrive came 
f 

in 1909. F)om then to the present day the immigration has 

been continuous.  

Fil ipinos now come to Hawaii  at  their  own expense of 

transportation,  though they are cared for from the t ime they 

start  from their  Island homes unti l  they arrive on their  

Hawaiian plantation by the Hawaiian Sugar Planters '  Asso

ciation.  They are given free food and lodging while waiting 

for transportation,  are examined physically and are given free 

equipment of suitable clothing, etc.  for the journey. After 

arrival  in Hawaii  and completing a work record of 720 days in 

three years they are given free return passage to the Phil ippine 
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The Japanese Laborers 

In 18G8 Mr. Van Reed, Hawaiian consul in Japan, was 

asked by the Hawaiian Bureau of Immigration to investigate 

the value of Japanese as laborers l ikely to remain in this 

country.  He reported highly of them and arranged for the 

transportation of 148 Japanese on the ship "Scioto".  These 

people proved satisfactory and were placed at  work on the 

sugrar plantations here.  The next immigration did not occur 

unti l  1885 when 1,946 Japanese were brought to Hawaii  follow

ing an agreement between the Hawaiian Bureau of Immigration 

and the Japanese Government.  From that  t ime unti l  1907 Jap

anese immigration to Hawaii  was continuous.  

The Chinese Laborers 

In 1852 Captain Cass landed 195 Chinese laborers in 
P 

Honolulu on the bark "Th't is ."  These Chinese were placed 

on the plantations and proved themselves honest ,  steady, 

workmen. In July of the same year 98 more were brought 

to Honolulu.  Most of these were Hakkas and the rest  were 

from the distr ict  of Heong Shan. 

The Chinese immigration steadily increased unti l  

up to the time of the annexation of Hawaii  in 1898, there 

were 37,000 Chinese in the Islands.  After annexation the 

Chinese Exclusion Act went into effect  and the Chinese,  

many of whom went into other l ines of work,  soon became 
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outnumbered. 

The Portuguese Laborers 

The Portuguese did not come to the Islands in large 

numbers unti l  after  187G when the reciprocity treaty was 

signed admitt ing Hawaiian sugar to the United States free 

of duty.  Susrar production was greatly st imulated through 

this treaty and a pressing demand for labor made i tself  fel t .  

Through the agency of Dr.  Hillebrand, then a resident in the 

island of Madeira,  satisfactory arrangements were made for 

the immigration of laborers from Madeira and the Azores.  

The sail ing vessel  "Priscil la" was chartered for the purpose 

and arrived here September 30,  1878, after  a voyage of four 

months,  with the f irst  company numbering 180. 

A t reaty of immigration was arranged between the two 

governments in 1882 through the efforts of Hon. H.A.P. Carter,  

and a diplomatic representative of Portugal,  Count A. de Souza 

Canavarro,  was sent to Hawaii ,  and immigration of these people 

WHS carried out for Hawaii 's  sugar industry from 1878 unti l  1913. 

The total  number brought here in that  t ime amounted to over 

20,000 people.  The majority of these were brought from the 

Azores and Madeira Islands.  
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The Laborers and the!r  Wages 

The plantation system of wages is  according to the 

"basic wage" of $1.00 per day, guaranteeing every laborer 

that  he will  receive a minimum of one dollar per day, plus 

free water,  free housing, free fuel  and free medacal for 

himself  and al l  of his family.  

To encourage continuous work, the plantations give to 

al l  day laborers who have worked 23 days per month or more 

a monthly bonus of 10% of their  earnings.  A further bonus 

is  given to al l  day laborers working 23 days or more per 

month when the raw sugar price for the month averages 

per pound or more.  At 5/  average price for waw sugar,  this 

addit ional bonus is  5%, which is  paid on top of the 10% 

"turn-out" bonus.  Every cent or fraction of a cent increase 

over b^ per pound for su?ar causes an increase in this profit-

sharing or "sl iding scale" bonus so that  at  6/  average price 

the added bonus is  15%; at  7^,  is  25%, etc.  

The worker under the minimum wage guarantee,  as is  the 

case with al l  other day workers,  receives overtime pay at  

"t ime and a half" rate and the bonuses are paid on such earn

ings also.  

About 95% of al l  sugar plantation day workers perform 

their  duties under one of the several  forms of "contracts." 
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"Contracts" on sugar plantat ions is  Hawaii  refer  to various 

systems of work which are real ly kinds of  piece work.  There 

are two general  classes of  contracts ,  the short  term contract  

and the long term contract .  

I t  is  to the interest  of  the plantat ion to encourage the 

laborer  to work under a  contract  which wil l  enable him to 

earn more money because he produces a  greater  number of  units  

of  work.  More units  produced by each man means a  reduction in 

the number end expense of  housing,  medical  a t tent ion,  fuel ,  etc  

The plantat ion manager organizes the work of  his  plantat ion 

so that  he can let  ou-t  to  men the hoeing of  f ields,  the i r r i 

gating of cane,  fer t i l izing cane,  cut t ing,  loading,  and many 

other  jobs upon a  unit  basis .  At these short  term contracts  

men earn in accordance with the work they do and earnings 

run from £1.50 per  day to as high as £4.00 a day and sometimes 

more,  to  which,  of  course,  is  added both forms of bonus.  

Then there are the so-cal led long term contracts  -under 

which the plantat ion gives to a  group of men a  certain acreage 

already planted in cane and s tar ted on i ts  way to production.  

These men take care of  the crop of cane,  performing al l  ne

cessary work on this  area unti l  i t  is  mature and the men are 

paid a  rate per  ton of cane produced by their  f ield,  which 

rate is  f ixed in accordance with the history and records of  

the f ield at  such an amount as  wil l  enable the industr ious 
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worker to earn a substantial  daily wage. During the t ime 

cane is  growing and the work is  being performed on the f ield,  

the plantation finances the grower by regular monthly ad

vances to which is  added the bonus for turnout.  At the t ime 

of sett lement under the contract  the bonus payments are not 

deducted but the advances are.  Long term cult ivating con

tractors become very adept at  prod-icing cane and their  

earnings are amounting the highest  on the plantations.  

All  contract  laborers,  whether short  term or long 

term, get  the turnout bonus and get  their  house,  water,  fuel  

and medical  at tention free just  the same as any other laborer 

on the plantations.  
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Living Conditions on the Plantation 

The laborer and his family who l ive on the sugar plan

tations in Hawaii  today dwell  amid conditions which for whole-

someness and convenience are not inferior to those of his 

ci ty brother.  The plantation home is  a neat,  well-made struc

ture buil t  for individual families.  Each louse is  sxirrounded 

by a small  plot  of ground which many families improve with 

flowers and grass or use for vegetable gardens.  Modern hous

ing is  receiving much study and at tention.  Running water 

is  supplied to the houses nd electric l ights are being in

stalled as a modern development where power is  available.  

Houses are f irmly buil t  of seasoned lumber,  on a standard 

design which usually includes a small  front porch and a t  

least  three rooms of ample size.  In back of the houses are 

wash rooms equipped with modern plumbing and with shower or 

tub baths.  These are solidly buil t  with f loors of concrete 

and have complete facil i t ies for preparing hot water and 

washing clothes.  There is  ample space everywhere and the 

visi tor to the plantation notices a neatness and sanitation 

and a wholesome, healthy atmosphere which is  invariably 

lacking in the crowded distr icts of the ci ty.  

Most of the laborers take pride in making their  homes 

at tractive and contests are often held for the most at tractive 
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gardens.  Prizes are offered by the plantation management 

with results  that  show surprising skil l .  

Single men are also housed in sanitary and convenient 

quarters.  Some of these houses are of a different type.  

Often two or three single men occupy a small  house,  though 

sometimes a house of a different type is  assigned to a 

larger group. 

The plantation laborer receives his house and fuel  

(either firewood, coal or kerosene) absolutely without any 

charge.  For electric l ight a charge is  made which averages 

about $1.00 per month.  

Staple foods and the necessit ies of l i fe are sold to 

employees at  cost  by the plantation stores.  In most of these 

stores not even the overhead expense of the store is  figured 

into the price.  Articles in the general  stock of the store 

which do not come Mthin the necessity class are sold at  

normal prices.  I t  is  not compulsory for any employee to buy 

at  a plantation store.  In al l  plantation towns there are 

stores operated by private concerns and plantation people 

are at  perfect  l iberty to buy at  these stores if  they wish.  

Medical  at tention is  furnished absolutely free of cost  

to al l  ordinary plantation laborers and their  families.  

Practically every plantation maintains a complete modern 

hospital  in charge of a  physician and surgeon who is  employed 

by the plantation and who is  usually a resident there.  
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Charges for hospital  and medical  services to the higher 

grades of skil led employees are low and reasonable.  

Nurseries and playgrounds have also been installed 

by many plantations.  The young mothers can leave their  

children to be cared for during the day by expert  at ten

dants,  and they also receive kindly and helpful advice 

and assistance in the care of the l i t t le ones.  The play 

grounds are equipped with al l  the 'swings and devices that  

l i t t le children may enjoy, end hundreds of them play there 

and receive physical  tr ining and instruction.  

Many of the plantations also have modern,  well-

equipped dairies that  supply milk to al l  who want i t  on 

the plantation at  cost  price or less.  Visit ing nurses 

are employed who make regular calls  at  every home, where 

they assist  with advice on diet ,  sanitation,  housekeeping 

and care of the health.  Plantation laborers and their  

families also receive free medical  at tendance,  and the 

plantations have their  own hospitals.  These are bright,  

airy,  modern,  and as completely eqqpped as any up-to-date 

ci ty hospital ,  many wi® X-ray apparatus,  complete opera

t ing rooms, etc.  They are under the supervision of a 

physician and surgeon who resides on the plantation.  

Maternity cases or i l lness of any kind are cared for with-

oul/cost  to the laborer.  
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Each plantat ion has i t s  wel l  a t tended movie theatre ,  

and many of  the plantat ions hafce bui l t  special  recreat ion 

hal ls  equipped with bi l l iard tables ,  games,  gymnasium and 

audi tor ium with ful l  s tage equipment ,  where home ta lent  

shows and exercises  are  of ten held.  Sports  take a  promi |nt  

place in  plantat ion l i fe .  The var ious plantat ion departments  

each usual ly  boast  a  basebal l  team, and the games between 

r ival  plantat ions always draw an immense crowd of  enthusiast ic  

bacxers .  Lar^e f ie ld-meets  are  of ten held where a l l  the 

a thlet ic  ta lent  displays i t s  prowess to  admiring throngs.  

Pract ical ly  every plantat ion town has  two or  more 

churcnes,  and congregat ions of  many denominat ions have their  

own churches or  meet ing places  on the plantat ion.  The la

borers  a lso have their  own c lubs which are  aided by the 

plantat ion and where they can meet  with their  companions and 

enjoy a  game of  pool  or  b i l l iards  and read the la tes t  ma

gazines  and newspapers .  
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PLANTATION LABOR TROUBLE OF 19Q9 

Strike of Japanese Laborers on Oahu 

The plantation labor trouble of 1909 in Hawaii  

s tarted with the agitation among Japanese plantation 

laborers,  or certain of their  papers claiming to re

present them, for an increase of wages.  One of their  

journals of this city became notorious as the mouth

piece of the Higher Wage Association-so called- and, 

sought by intimidation and threats,  to urge concerted 

action among the Japanese laborers throughout the is

lands to demand increased wages,  hoping to cripple the 

sugar industry into a posit ion forcing accession to 

their  demands.  The scheme developed i tself  in due t ime 

and at  one period threatened to involve al l  the planta

t ions of Oahu, seven in number then,  and in their  s tr i

king they al l  alike went out before presenting demands,  

or  al leging any grievance to their  respective managers.  

And their  complaints were of stereotyped iorm, evins r.g 

the work of outside agitators urged upon laborers re

gardless of differing conditions.  Under such circum

stances many laborers were forced to str ike against  

their  will  and in a short  while lack of cohesion m 

the ranks was manifest .  
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The main cry of these str iking Japanese laborers 

hacked -y ,he officials of the Higher Wage Association 

in their  demand for $1.00 per day, was,  that  £18.00 

per month was insufficient for their  sustenance; food was 

enhance i in orice and educational and religious privi

leges were to he maintained, etc.  

The s tr ike f irst  took place on the Honolulu Plan

tat ion,  at  Aiea,  May 10,  1909 and made i tself  known not 

t»y a ny demand, or statement of grievances,  hut refraining" 

from entering upon their  accustomed duties,  and later,  

in some instances,  forcing other nationali t ies to quit  

work l ikewise.  From Aiea i ts  influence or infection took 

p_lace to have i ts  hold on the Oahu Sugar Co. then to Swa, 

and Waialua,  and so on, so that  hy May 24th there were 

7,000 out on str ike,  the movement heing t imed to cripple 

the industry as much as possible in the expectation that  

thereby would the planters he forced to yield.  But the 

principle involved heing not so much the matter of wage 

as i t  was the direction and control  of plantation interests 

left  the planters hut one course to pursue; maintain their  

ground at  whatever cost  and lessen their  dependence on any 

one race,  as hitherto.  The s tr ike occurring at  the busiest  

t ime of the the season, and without notice,  the call  for 

laborers to take up and continue the work drew together a 
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large force of str ikebreakers of various nationali t ies 

from this city,  most of whom went back and forth by 

means of special  trains daily,  for which service £1.50 

per day was paid competent hands.  

Luch pa.ience and forbearance was exercised on 

each o .he plantations toward the str ikers who occupied 

: lan a. ion premises and oontinued to enjoy employes 

privileges for weeks,  and in more than one instance 

threatened to resist  eviction.  

Several  at tempts were made by prominent -Japanese,  

including their  Consul,  to dissuade the str ikers from 

following the dictates of mischief-makers and retain 

their  places on the several  plantations instead of 

standing by and seeing them fi l led day after  day by 

train loads of str ikebreakers from the ci ty.  But 

they were not disposed to l isten to reason; they were 

too much the dupes of those of their  own race who wer 

controll ing them for their  own gain.  

In only a few instances were at tempts made to 

interfere with independents entering upon the work they 

had abandoned, but not so with any of the str ikers who 

desertid the ranks and sought to return to their  employers,  

as several  learned to their  injury and threatened vengeance,  

and through which has come the several  r iot  tr ials  that  have 

taken place.  So s tr ict  a surveilance had the officials of 

the Wage Association over the body of s tr ikers that  their  
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movements were controlled daily by a system of permits.  

Injunction proceedings were resorted to against  the 

Higher Wage officials to prevent their  interference with 

workmen, and for a t ime police attendance was necessary 

to guard laborers and avoid a repeti t ion of the r iot  

of June 8th when a gang sought to resume work. 

I t  is  fortunate this movement was at tempted on and 

confined to the Island of Oahu. I t  developed, as part  

of the plot  of the Higher Wage Association,  that  while the 

test  should be made in Honolulu i t  was necessary,  in order 

to secure contributing funds from their  fellow laborers 

on the other islands,  that  no disturbance occur among them 

t i l l  those of Oahu won out.  I t  was said that  the scheme also 

included the domestics of Honolulu,  but their  weekly tr ibute 

to the cause of the plotters to provide food for the idlers 

changed this part  of the program, bn reconsideration.  

A number OT the plantation managers on Hawaii ,  and 

possibly on Maui,  received from their  Japanese laborers 

a l ist  of their  alleged grievances and demand for higher 

wage, in keeping with the movement on Oahu, some of which 

could be considered while others were denied; but there 

was no str ike among them. 

Early in June a disposit ion to return to work was 

manifest  among the str ikers and at  one gathering to consider 

the si tuation al l  but 90 out of 1800 Ewa men voi.ed to resume 

their  places,  and l ike reports followed from Waialua and 
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£ahuku as to the at t i tude of their  men. This uncondi

t ional surrender was vigorously opposed by the Higher 

Wage officials and their  mouthpiece,  the "Nippu -Ji j i" ,  

whose audacity and defiant utterances led to the arrest  

of eleven str ike leaders including the editor,  and from 

the evidence secured the authorit ies felt  warranted in 

charging four of the ringleaders with conspiracy to mur

der.  The jury t r ial  that  followed, which was long and 

hard fought,  resulted in a verdict  of guil ty in the third 

degree,  and sentence of ten months in jai l  and £300 f ine 

were imposed on F.  Makino, Y. Soga, M. Hegoro and Y. Tasaka.  



PLANTATION LABOR TROUBLE OF 192.^ '  

Strike of Fil ipino Laborers on Oahu 

An unjustif iable str ike movement of Fil ipino laborers,  

the result of designing agitators, began April 1, Mzj/̂ on 

some of the Oahu plantations,  ana gradually affected cer

tain others on the other islands.  By the middle of August 

the discontented and intimidated idlers numbered some 1600 

at  al l  points,  with threatening aspect at  Hilo.  Lahaina,  

Xalihi  and Kapaa.  On September 9,  the str ikers precipitated 

a r iot  at  Eanapepe, Xauai,  resist ing police rescue of two 

intimidated men held in the str ikers '  camp, in which four 

policemen and 16 Fil ipinos were kil led,  and a number of others 

wounded. The r ioters were f inally overcome and arrested,  

and on t r ial  60 of the 76 part icipants were sentenced each 

to four-year prison terms, the ringleaders having been kil led 

in the r iot .  

Pablo Manlapit  and Cecil  Basan, prominent s tr ike agitators,  

were convicted of subornation of perjury and each sentenced to 

two years in jai l .  
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