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COMMUNITY ASSETS 
 

• Sports (competitive team activities) revered 

• Tight – knit / word of mouth promotion 

• Stay-at-home parents  

• Distance from afterschool educational activities 

• Regional grant availability 

• 2 Immersion schools/Strong cultural awareness 
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• Afterschool 
• Teams 
• Reading Lists 
• 3 divisions 

• 1st and 2nd grade 
• 3rd and 4th grade 
• 5th and 6th grade 
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Reading List released for the next school year 
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 Convincing the principals, school librarians, 

and teachers 

 Objections to Books 

 Cost of Purchasing Books 

 Question Creation/Formatting 
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1st Year Results 
 

100 + students participated at the school level 
 

70 students competed at the district level 
 

3  public schools and 1 homeschool group 
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2nd year results 
 

150+ Students participated at school wide level 
 

80 Students competed at District Competition 
 

4 public schools  

Photo Credit: Dante Diaz 

Photo Credit: Paul Mark 
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2015 - 2016 Final Battle of the Books Competition  

 

2016 - 2017 Final Battle of the Books Competition  
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Principal Power 



School 
Recruitment - 
Public Library 

Promotion 

Division Team 
Meetings 

School 
Competition 

District 
Competition 
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 DEMONSTRATE  

RELEVANCE 

21st CENTURY SKILLS 
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 Critical Thinking 

Collaboration 

Communication 
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 CUSTOM BOOK LIST 



13 books per division x 3 divisions = 39 books TOTAL 

4 local authors    -    6 Hawaiian/Pacific Islander 

13 America’s Battle of the Books List 
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13 books per division x 3 divisions = 39 books TOTAL 

8 local authors    -    6 Hawaiian/Pacific Islander 

3 Graphic Novels    -    2 Bilingual Hawaiian/English Books 

 9 from America’s Battle of the Books  (18 from 1st year’s list) 
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FEEDBACK 



z 

S
u

s
ta

in
a
b

il
it

y
 

RESULTS 

• 72% said BOB made them want to read more 
 

• 80% read 10 or more books (58% read all 13) 
 

BEST PART  
• 48% said competing 

 

• 32% said reading 
 

 

• 10% said team meetings 
 

•   6% said all of it 

 

Division I– Book With No Pictures 

Division II– Lightning Thief  

Division III – Where the Mountain   

            Meets the Moon 
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PUBLIC LIBRARY RESOURCES 
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PUBLIC LIBRARY RESOURCES 
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Simple ways to get started… 
 

OPTION A 

Pay for membership to an established program  
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$45.00/$50.00 for site/local memberships 

$100/$275 for school/district level packets 



Simple ways to get started… 
 

OPTION B - DIY 

1.Get a list of books 

2.Recruit help / identify partners  

3.Write questions about books 

4.Practice / hold discussions 

5.Hold competition (either team or individual)  

   - written or oral 

   - buzzers or bells 
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1. What is the name of the national program the Ko’olauloa Battle 

of the Books was modeled after? 



2. Name two partners who helped the Battle of the Books program.  



3. What methods were used to get principals and schools on board? 



4. How many schools are participating in this year’s program? 



5. How many local authors are featured on the 2017-2018 Battle 

of the Books Reading List? 



6. Which month does the Battle of the Books start? 



7. Which grades can participate in the Ko’olauloa Battle of the 

Books? 



8. How was the program changed to become more sustainable? 



9. What are some of the benefits of organizing a competitive 

reading competition? 



10. How can other librarians start their own reading competition? 





Battling Cats Photograph Credit: 

http://wallarthd.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/Funny-Battle-Cats-Wallpaper-Desktop.jpg 

 

Critical Thinking Graphic Credit - 

http://cf.nearsay.com/sites/default/files/styles/480x240/public/content_images/brain_safari_photo_

0.jpg?itok=pQUleKR0  

 

21st Century Graphic Credit –  

https://www.lutzprep.org/images/21st-century.jpg 

 

Problem Image 

http://creativebenefits.ca/img/Problem-Resolution.jpg 

 

America’s Battle of the Books Website  

http://battleofthebooks.org 

 

Battle of the Books – Making Reading Fun and Exciting 

http://battleofthebooks.com 

 

Olelonet On Demand  

http://olelo.org/olelonet/     (Search: Battle of the Books) 
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