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PRESIDENT'S REPORT by Robert Arakaki 

A few months ago, Stanley Akita and I attended the dedication ceremony of the 
Vietnam memorial plaque which took place at the National Memorial Cemetery of the 
Pacific (Punchbowl). The plaque, donated by the overseas Vietnamese community 
and the Vietnamese TV station, pays tribute to all the Americans who helped them 
during the Vietnam War. 

The first joint Memorial Service of the 100th 442nd RCT, MIS and the 1399 at 
Punchbowl will be held on September 24, 2006. . All members and friends should 
participate to make this first joint effort a success. 

With Vice President Mike Harada in charge, the 64th Anniversary celebration 
will be held at the Ala Moana Hotel, June 24,2006. Please send in your reservations. 
Please stay healthy for our big 65th Anniversary celebration which is already in the 
planning stage. It will be held in the year 2007 with Mike Harada again chairing the 
event. Thank you, Mike, for all your hard work. All of us appreciate you. 

PPPARADE COLLATION VOLUNTEERS 

For our April 28 collation, we had many new volunteers helping us with our newsletter. Among the sons 
and daughters who joined the collators were Matt Matsunaga (son of Senator Spark Matsunaga, 0 Co.) and 
Evelyn Honda bearing a lovely box of hot malasadas (daughter of Tatsuo Honda, HQ/Rural Co). Although both 
Sparky and Tatsuo have passed away, it is great- to know that their offspring still carry on the tradition of "For 
Continuing Service" by volunteering their services at the clubhouse. . 

It was nice seeing Kengo Otagaki again at his usual seat, folding the newsletters. Our other faithful 
volunteers were: Bernard Akamine, Otomatsu Aoki, Alfred Arakaki, Robert Arakaki, Akira Akimoto, Eunice oela 
Cruz, Kunio Fujimoto, Mary Hamasaki, Ed Ikuma, Fumiko Inouye, Arthur Komiyama, Susumu Kunishige, Don 
and Kimi Matsuda, Masanori Moriwake, Joichi Muramatsu, Mitsuo Nagaki, Saburo Nishime, Tom Nishioka, Aki 
and Ray Nosaka, Kay Oshiro, Seiei Oshiro, Masaharu Saito, Mamoru Saio, Robert Sato, Kazuto Shimizu, 
Hiromi Suehiro, Goro Sumida, Dot Tamashiro, Drusilla ,Tanaka, Yukio Tanji, Denis and Joy Teraoka, Martin 
Tohara, Evelyn and Rikio Tsuda, Tom Tsubota, Takako Umamoto, Ukichi Wozumi, and Marie Yoneshige. 

Once again, thank you to those who donated so generously to the PPParade. Please see the May 
issue of the Sons & Daughters Report by Drusilla Tanaka which lists the donors. 



THE FUTURE OF OUR CLUB 
A report rrom your Long Range Planning Committee 

Your Long Range Planning Committee has been meeting for over a year and a half to come up with 
recommendations to the Clubs {Veterans and S&D} on the future of our clubs. our real property and 
the artifacts/memorabilia. Members of the Long Range Planning Committee are: 

Stanley Akita (1st VP) 
Irene Anzai (daughter of the late Yoshio Anzai - C) 

Robert Arakaki (President) 
Ted Hamasu (Rural) 

Ed Ikuma (HQ) 
Warren Iwai (C) 

AI Matsumoto (A) 
Joe Muramatsu (B) 

Mimi Nakano (daughter of Shizuya Hayashi - A) 
Avin Oshiro (son of Seiei Oshiro - A) 

Denis Teraoka (immediate Past President) 
Gene Tamashiro (son of the late Arthur Tamashiro - HQ) (Gene is moving to Japan) 

Drusilla Tanaka (daughter of Bernard Akamine - B) 
Stu Tsubota (D) 

Bert Turner (Treasurer and son of the late Farrant Turner - HQ). Committee Chair 
Charlotte Unni (daughter of the late George Yamamoto - A) 

Warren Yamamoto (son of the late Richard Yamamoto - C). President S&D 
Ken Akinaka (son of the late Isaac Akinaka - HQ) (Ken will be replacing Gene Tamashiro) 

Please note that the composition of this Committee is equally composed of Veterans and Sons & 
Daughters. and it is important to know that all these Sons & Daughters are also members of the Veterans Club. 
Until recently. it seemed that we were rehashing the same ground over and over and making little progress. A 
possible solution recommended was the holding of a retreat under the guidance of a professional facilitator - a 
person used to assist organizations in solving difficult and complex problems. One of the facilitators contacted 
was Drake Beil who is a local and well known facilitator. 

After explaining our plight to Drake. he offered to assist us in our deliberations at no charge for his 
services because of his great admiration for all that the men of the 100th have done in serving their country. 
their community and their families in World War II and up to the present. 

Drake has interviewed many of you Veterans. Wives and Sons & Daughters. Recently. the Long Range 
Planning Committee took part in its first of many to come retreats. Almost every member of the Long Range 
Planning Committee was~resent and~vE;lryone expressed his or herJtislonofttle future.=~~~_ 

The summary of that retreat can be found in the "VISion" which follows this report. Please note that this 
is NOT a final recommendation. This represents what the Long Range Planning Committee believes is a first 
step in mapping out our future. What the Committee now needs is feedback from all members of our Veterans 
Club and the Sons and Daughters organization. Our work is far from complete. There is much more work to be 
done and we invite your participation in the process. Please visit with the members of the Committee (above) 
and help us as we work towards the charting of our future. 

A STRATEGIC PLAN FOR THE lOOTH BATTALION 
FacUitated by Drake BeD, Ed.D 

A Vision ror the Future 

We will perpetuate the iden~ of the 100th Infantry Battalion (Separate) and its successor in combat 
action. the 100th Battalion of the 442 Regimental Combat Team. To ensure the many sacriftces were not in 
vain, we will preserve and uphold the standards and traditions of the 100th veterans we maintain and develop 
records of their heroic achievements as the first all-AJA battalion. We will perpetuate the traditions of continuing 
service to the community as we advance social welfare, promote patriotism, and an informed empowered 
democracy. 

The club is in the process of renovating and repairing both the apartment and clubhouse buildings. It is 
our wish that the veterans continue to enjoy the clubhouse as they have for many years. We want to emphasize 
that tearing down of the buildings on the property will not be occurring in the near future. this is just a possible 
Long Range Plan. We will ensure there will always be a place for the veterans to meet. The clubhouse will be a 
viable center and a place for all generations to meet. We will provide a means for SOCial relationships and a 
place for recreation as we encourage and promote assistance among the members and among the survivors of 
deceased members. We will develop a permanent memorial to list the name of every veteran who served In the 
100th. This also includes preserving the legacy of the 100th by having their experiences available to future 
generations of children who will hear their stories and understand their key role in the history of Hawaii. We 
have a media plan that builds on the legacy and creates visibility for things we stand for as well as a plan 
to enable veterans to pass on more through audio and video records. We will digitize existing media and make 
every effort to obtain the stories from all available veterans. In a self-supporting educational center, we hope to 
harness the passion, time. and resources of the future generations and make the legacy hands-on. experiential. 
and tangible. This focus will drive home the reason that people came together. found a way to serve and 
continue their service back home in Hawaii. . 

We will see increased activity from the Sons & Daughters organization (the 501C-3) as their 
membership again increases and their children a,nd future generations become members. We conduct an 
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inventory of their professions to enable us to plan for greater involvement and participation. To encourage this 
participation, we will develop a new descendants' chapter composed of sons, daughters, grandchildren 
and other family members as part of the veterans' club (the 501C-4). As the descendants join the veterans' club 
and achieve seats on the Board, the veterans' club will remain viable In future generations. We will see new 
coordination between the two groups, between the veterans' club and the Sons & Daughters organization that 
develops greater unity, leadership and committee participation. We will provide ongoing memorial services, 
banquets, scholarships, and receive grants via the non-profit Sons & Daughters' organization to provide 
services and programs of benefit to veterans and others. We could develop the property so that it is income 
producing, and envision a high-rise that will be run as a successful business. We envision a 
multistory community resource with underground parking and a range of sustainable living services that could 
Include, but Is not limited to senior units for family members, additional senior care, child care, faculty 
housing for lolani and/or UH, a visitor center and a Legacy Library. This will create financial independence and 
enable us to fund members' needs and to pay professional staff for property and event management. 

~ 
Tadasu Muraoka 
Isami Yamashiro 

Satoshi Furuya 
Richard Y. "Pluto" Arakaki 

Ralph Fukunaga 

~~ 

~ 
CompanyC 
Company C/Maui 
Company DlRuraI 
Company A 

Company A 

~~~ 
June 27,2005 
February 20, 2006 

April 18, 2006 

April 30, 2006 

May 9, 2006 

PUlCA PUlCA PARADE CORRECTIONS, CORRESPONDBNCB II COMMBNTS 

Our aln Memoriam" announced the death of "James Ishikawa" on March 26, 1006. Please note, the 
correct name should be U James Ishlzawa" of Company DlMainland, who passed away on that date. 

~~--~~~~-~-~-~~-~-~~~~,Jt 
The follOwing e-mail message corrects some misinformation that appeared in Steve Sato's Memorial 

Speech, which we featured in our May 2006 issue. Thanks to Richard Halloran for setting the record straight on 
General Eric Shinseki's appointment to West Point. Both Halloran and Shlnseki are honorary members of the 
100th Infantry Battalion Veterans organization. 

Dear Ms. Teraoka: 

A small historical correction in the nice article about General Eric Shlnseki: He was 
appointed to West Point in 1960 by Senator Oren Long, not by Senator Daniel Inouye. Hawaii 
became a state in 1959 with its first two senators being Oren Long, a Democrat, and HIram 
Fong, a Republican. Mr. Inouye was elected to the House of Representatives. General 
Shinseki graduated from Kauai High in 1960 and accepted the appointment to the Military 
Academy offered by Senator Long. Senator Long retired in 1962 and Mr. Inouye was elected 
Senator to replace him. 

Somehow, a common misconception has grown up over the years that Senator Inouye 
made the appointment to West Point, but that is not so. 

Warmest aloha, Richard Halloran, 
Honorary Member and author of the booklet, 
My Name is ... Shinseki ... and J am a Soldier. 

~~--JJt~-~~-~-~~~-,Jt-~~~--JJt 
Editor's Note: In our May issue, the PPParade printed Gene Tamashiro's "Open Letter" addressing his 

concerns for the future of the 100th Infantry Battalion Veterans organization and its clubhouse. We requested 
any comments to his letter be addressed directly to him. Because he was moving to Japan, we did not have an 
address for him. Through Drusilla Tanaka, we have leamed of his most recent address to which comments can 
be forwarded. It is printed below: . 

Right now the best way to reach Tamashiro is by email: mauimi@hotmail.com 

In Japan, for now he will be In Tokyo, at Mayuml's parents place till the end of June. 

Gene Tamashiro 
c/o Mayumi Tamashiro 
1-14-12 Shoan 
Suglnaml-ku, Tokyo Japan 
1670054 
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(Editor's Note: In reference to Gene Tamashiro's letter, Drusilla Tanaka wishes to clarify the use of 
the motto "Go for Broke. n Because it educates all of us on its origin and that of the 10r/' Infantry 
Battalion's "Remember Pearl Harbor," we are printing her response in this issue. Although the 10r/' was Iilter 
deSignated the 1st Battalion of the 44znt RCT and therefore may have some justification in using the "Go for 
Broke" motto, Drusilla explains in more detail why "Remember Pearl Harbor' and "For Continuing Service" are 
the more acceptable mottos.) 

Thanks to Editor Joy Teraoka for including this response to Gene Tamashiro's "Open Letter" which 
appeared in the May 2006 Puka Puka Parade. There are many areas of Gene's letter that deserve a response, 
but I have chosen to limit my discussion to his reference to the "'Go For Broke' legacy." First of all, the 100th,s 
battle cry was "Remember Pearl Harbor." The 100th was the only Army unit that used this battle cry. (After 
World War II, the veterans club chose "For Continuing Service" as its motto. The club and its members continue 
to serve its members, families, and the wider community. Sharing its facilities with neighboring schools and 
other veterans groups and keeping its apartment rental rate within the "affordable" range are other fine 
examples of continuing community service.) 

While the Long Range Planning Committee's challenge Is to identify the "legacy" of the 100th Infantry 
Battalion, I'd like to suggest that the committee consider the 100th,s role as the "sempar - the group that went 
ahead - the FIRST all-AJA military unit - as an important part of the overall legacy. This clearly differentiates 
the 100th from the 44200 which used "Go For Broke" as its battle cry. 

During a discussion in the Long Range Planning Retreat, an "original" remembered that the men were 
under constant surveillance after December 7, 1941. After they w~re all removed from their respective units and 
assembled at Schofield Barracks and shipped to Camp McCoy, they vowed amongst themselves to do their 
very best for "The Old Man," their commander, Lt. Col. Farrant Turner. 

They received high marks in everything they did and showed unusual aptitude for combat 
strategy. According to another member of the committee, the 100th was the only unit to have 100% attendance 
at Camp Kilmer, NJ - not a single man was reported AWOL. As Lyn Crost Stem has written, "The 100th 
Battalion would be the first public proof of Japanese Americans' loyalty to the United States and what they 
would do to protect it. After a training period, prolonged because they were constantly scrutinized for signs of 
disloyalty, the 100th finally landed on the Salerno beachhead of Italy .... 

"If the men of the 100th had staged demonstrations, circulated petitions, wrote un-American sentiments 
or displayed civil disobedience, if they had "screwed up" in any way, the Army and President Roosevelt would 
not have re-open.ed selective service to the AJA who were declared 4-C Enemy Allen after December 7, 1941. 
Without the 100tlbs exemplary performance, there probably would not have been a 442nd. I always appreCiate 
Gene's way of thinking and will miss his presence on the LRP Committee. Ippee nlhei deebiru, Genel 

~~"'~"'~"L~"''''''''~~~'''''''~'''''''~'''~~ 
IheWIroWfriQ~request was sent to us by Ann Ishida-Ho (daughter of Seiso Kamishita, FlRural 

Company). . 

I am currently collecting the nicknames of the 100th Infantry Battalion veterans and the 
stories associated with the designation of these nicknames. If you would like to share this 
information, please forward your list of nicknames with the real names of the veterans and if 
possible, the stories associated with the circumstances of the given nicknames. I can be 
reached by: 

email: ishldaho@hawaii.rr.com 
cell: (808) 383-2667 
mail: Ann Ishida-Ho 7409 Ainanani Place Honolulu, HI 96825 

In response to our "Looking Back" article on Goro Sumida, he received a letter from Lorraine "Palama 
Mito" Young, the sister of KIA Kazuo Mito and a friend of Arthur Morlhara (also KIA). She expressed her thanks 
to Goro for sharing his memories of WVVII. After 62 years, she had wondered what had happened to the "100th 
boys." She included a news clipping from the La Crosse Tribune of May 30, 1994, which told of the Hawaii boys 
of the 100th who trained at Fort McCoy. It was sent to her by Irene Kiefer of l.a Crosse, with whom she still 
corresponds. 

DIS AND DAT by RAY NOSAKA 

May Day has come and gone which means that the 100th Infantry Battalion Veterans Anniversary Is just 
around the comer. The 64th luncheon celebration will be held on Saturday, June 24 at the Ala Moana Hotel. I 
hope all of you have sent in your reservation forms by now. (I am embarrassed to confess that I somehow 
forgot to mail mine in and with apologies had to hand deliver It to the clubhouse today.) 

On May 6, the day of the "Salute to our Troops Parade" some of us had orders to be ready at 6 
o'clock in the morning for our ride to Keehi Lagoon. Somehow, for just a few fleeting moments, my thoughts 
went back to the day when we first went into battle in Italy. I remembered it was very early In the moming, it 
was raining, and I was hungry and soaking wet - now 63 years later here we are, still comrades, and grateful to 
be alive. Among those who were honored to sit In the "Grand Marshal" bus (reserved for the 100th and 442nd

) 

along with Shizuya Hayashi, and Barney Hajiro were: Robert Aoki, Alfred Arakaki, Stanley Akita, Shigeru 
Tsubota, Lefty Tanigawa, Ed Ikuma, Denis Teraoka, Moriso Teraoka, and Ray Nosaka. Riding in separate 
buses were veterans of different military organizations. It was truly a touching experience to see people of all 
nationalities standing on the sidewalks, waving their flags and clapping their hands as we rode by on the streets 
ofWalkiki. 
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TO ALL l00th INF. IN. MEMBERS ANt> THEIR FAMILIES: 

YOU ARE INVITED TO HICKAM AIR FORCE BASE 
FOR THE C-17 #7 "SPIRIT OF &0 FOR BROKER 

DEDICATION CEREMONY 
ON WEDNESDAY, JUNE 14, 2006 

RSVP ASAP - Please call Amanda at 946-0272 
10:30 am - 11:00 am: 

11:30 am - 11:45 am: 
12:15 pm: 

1:00 pm - 1:26 pm: 

Meet at 100'" Inf. Bn. Clubhouse 
Parking will be available at Ala Wai Elementary 
Board bus to Hickam Air Force Bose 
C-17 lands at Hickam to pick up l00th/442/1d 
veterans and family members to taxi to Ceremony 
Staging Area 
Start of Ceremony 
RECEPTION TO FOLLOW. 
Board bus at end of reception back to Clubhouse 

Lt. Col. AI CoulllCll'd and General .... are working very hard to prepare Q 

on your behalf so please partfdpate. 

C-17 17 GLOBEMASTER CARGO JET NAMED 
"SPIRIT OF GO FOR BROKE" 

Major General Robert G. F. lee, Adjutant General of Hawaii, has just informed us that the latest Pacific 
.Alr Forces Globemaster cargo jet C-17 #7 (not #6) will bear the name "SPIRIT OF GO FOR BROKE" in honor 
and remembrance of the 100th/442nd RCT of World War II. Also, it is a tribute to the Hawaii Army Reserve's 
100th Battalion, 442"d Infantry, which still bears the motto "Go for Broke," and whose troops just returned from 
deployment in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

,....----. 
In the February 22, 2008, issue of the 

Honolulu Star Bulletin an article by Gregg K. 
Kakesako, featured a photo of Maj. Gen. lee and 
Medal of Honor recipient Shizuya Hayashi in the 
cockpit of the second C-17 Globemaster cargo jet 
destined for Hickam Field in Hawaii.. At that time 
Clyde Tanigawa who worked for Boeing for the past 
15 years, proposed that a C-17 honor soldiers of the 
442nd with the name of "Spirit of Go for Broke" 
because other planes were being named "Spirit of -
." Even though he had no relatives who served in 
the 442nd, he learned of their heroism after visiting 
the Japanese American Museum. 

Shizuya Hayashi also felt it would be a nice 
tribute to the veterans of the 100th/442nd and would 
help perpetuate their legacy. Maj. Gen. DarryJl 
Wong, Commander of the Hawaii Air Guard, thought 
it was a fitting tribute to U.S. Senator Daniel Inouye 
(MOH) who lost his arm while serving with the 442nd 
because it was he who in 1992 first proposed a 
squadron of C-17s for Hawaii's air base. 

C-17 jets are the largest air transport planes which have the capability of carrying hundreds of troops, 
two tanks, humvees and other military equipment. The first C-17 designated for Hawaii was named the "Spirit of 
Hawaii - Ke Aloha. D The C-17 #8, expected to arrive in July 2006, will bear the name "Spirit of Kamehameha. n 

Following the arrival of the Globemaster C-17 #7 "Spirit of Go for Broke" on June 14, dedication 
ceremonies will take place that afternoon. Please call our clubhouse office at ph. 948-0272; leave your name 
and phone number to reserve a space for your transportation. When more details are available regarding the 
time of the event, you will be notified by phone. 

STAN'S CORNER by Stanley Akita 

Back in the 40's when Germany was in power in Europe, a Polish laborer was working in a German 
Army Camp. Every day for a week, the Polish laborer would push a heaping load of horse manure in a 
wheelbarrow to the gate and the German guard very suspicious felt that the Polish guy was sneaking something 
out of the camp, so the guard would probe the· pile of manure with a pitchfork just to make sure there was 
nothing hidden in the pile of manure. During the second week, still suspicious of the Polish guy, the German 
guard makes the Polish guy dump the entire load and the guard goes through the manure with a fine tooth comb 
just to make sure that nothing was being taken out illegally. 

Finally the guard gives up and pulls the Polish guy aside and tells him that he knows that something is 
being sneaked out of the camp but if the Polish guy would tell him what was being sneaked out, that he will not 
report it to the authorities. The Polish guy asks, ''You're sure you won't report me?" The guard replies, HI 
promise I won't." So the Polish laborer whispers in the guard's ear and says, 'Wheelbarrows". 
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4TH GENERATION JAPANESE AMERICAN DISCUSSES 
COMBAT EXPERIENCE IN IRAQ 

(based on Japanese American. Veterans A$Iociation News Release, Ma, 8, 2006) 

Nashville, Tennessee. After 10 months of combat duty in Iraq, Sergeant Robert S. Nakamoto, a member 
of 278

th 
Regimental Combat Team of the Tennessee National Guard, a part of the 4,000 strong unit of 

Tennessee men and women stationed in southwest Asia, returned in October 2005 to his home state. He has 
since been undergoing medical treatment sustained in the line of duty. Sgt. Nakamoto was asked by the 
Japanese American Veterans Association to share his Iraq experience. 

. On reflection, Nakamoto stated that during his deployment, he frequently thought about the example of 
exemplary service that the Nisei had set for our nation. In his own small way, he tried to live up to the heritage 
the Nisei gave to our nation. I am a fourth generation Japanese-American. My dad served in the Korean War. 
The following are some excerpts of his discussion with JAVA reporters: 

In June 2004 our unit, the 278th Armored Cavalry Regiment (ACR) was mobilized for deployment. We 
trained at Camp Shelby, Mississippi for five months, which included a few weeks in the Mojave Desert at Fort 
Irwin, California. While at Camp Shelby, the 278th ACR became the 278th Regimental Combat Team (RCT). 

At Camp Shelby, there is a museum honoring the 442nd RCT, which told the story of its heroic sacrifice 
and excellent combat record. Training at Camp Shelby, MissiSSippi, in 2004, approximately 60 years after the 
442nd RCT had trained there (from May 10,1943 to April 22, 1944), gave me a feeling of pride in following in the 
footsteps of my heroes. 

The 278th RCT arrived In Iraq in December 2004. While in Iraq I served primarily as a .50 cal. gunner 
on a Hummer in a scout platoon. . . A good portion of my time was spent serving with an Air Force explOSive 
Ordnance Disposal (EO D) team and its Texas Engineer security escort. The Texas Guardsmen I served with 
were with the 36th Infantry Division. This was another coincidence because the 442nd Regimental Combat Team 
had served under the 36th (Texas) Infantry Division in WWiJ. I went on around five or so patrols every week 
while in Iraq. [JAVA note: The 44~ ReT, attached to the 3ff' Division from September 29 to November 
17, 1944 in Eastem France, rescued the trapped 1st Battalion, 141st Regiment, 3ff' Division, in one of the ten 
most fiercely fought battles in US Anny history.] 

We did get shot at a fair amount in Iraq. However, it wasn't ever a "barrage" but a steady, if slOW, 
stream of shells or rockets or explOSions every now and then. However, during the year we were there our 
entire squadron (a cavalry term for a battalion sized unit) probably had Jess things shot at us than some of you 
in the 442nd may have encountered in 30 minutes in WWII. .. We had some light wounds among our unit, but 
nothing too serious. 

01'10 highlight n!'.c_'-frlllb"l--+nt-...--

was the Charlie Daniels Band visiting us 
in September 2005 at our remote base 
in northeast Iraq ... despite risks to their 
personal safety ... [JAVA note: Daniels, 
country music legend, took his band on 
this tour to Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, 
Afghanistan, Kuwait, Iraq and 
Gennany. They traveled more than 
16,000 mDes, perfonned three shows 
per day for American troops deployed In 
the war on tenorism.] They gave a 
performance worthy of any U.S. concert 
I've ever seen. One highlight was they 
did a really great rendition of "Amazing 
GraceD, plus many of his classic hits. I 
got to play one song with them and did 
some guitar solos In the song... It was a 
great honor to play with someone of 
Charlie Daniel's stature. 

We left Iraq in October 2005. 
Due to medical problems I had had with 
the anthrax vaccinations I received in 
2004, plus a subsequent fall on an obstacle course while training, and headaches from an explosion near our 
vehicle in Iraq, I stayed on active duty to receive medical treatment prior to being released. I had chosen to 
delay getting medical treatment until I got back from Iraq. Like many things in life, getting better has taken 
longer then I thought it WOUld. I'm hoping to leave active duty this summer and return to my job at 
the Tennessee state government where I am an Environmental Protection Specialist. 

The Iraqi people are at a crossroad. There is a great amount of potential in that nation to do well. There 
is also the potential for things to not turn out as well as we would like The Iraqi people have great food, music, 
dance, art, and are good at building, farming, mechanics, and business. Many of the people we encountered 
were very pro-U.S. One Iraqi citizen personally saved the lives of some of our men. Many of the Iraqi military 
and police units we worked with were first class units. In our area, they actually would do many of the diffICUlt 
portions of the missions. In our area, no Iraqi units fled. Instead, they would slug it out with the enemy. Many 
of the Iraqis In our area were Kurdish, and the Kurds have a rich military heritage. 
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I have been asked, 'Why did I rejoin the US Army as an enlisted man," when I left its ranks honorably in 
1987 as a Captain. The answer is simple. Like nearly all Americans, the events of September 11, 2001 were a 
great shock. It was very sad to see such a display of hatred directed against civilians. It was also very sad to 
think of the number of innocent victims who were killed or Injured or had loved ones hurt in that tragedy. As a 
sense of duty to avenge the indiscriminate killings by international terrorists and to make our country safe from 
international terrorism, I joined the Tennessee Guard in July 2002. I did this despite the fact that I have five 
children and, due to a technicality, had to take a cut in rank from Captain to the enlisted ranks. I felt I had to 
serve and my wife and family supported me. 

I graduated from the United States Military Academy at West Point in 1982 following which I served fIVe 
years as an infantry officer, primarily with the 82nd Airborne Division and earned the Ranger Tab, Senior 
ParaChutist Wings, and Expert Infantry Badge. I resigned from the Army in 1987. As a result of leaving my 
name on the reserve rolls while I was in inactive status, I lost my commission in 1995. 

Coming back in the military after being out for 17 years was a bit of a "Rip Van Winkle" experience. The 
gas mask, radios, vehicles, and weapons had all changed. The military was now using global positioning 
navigation devices, computers, e-mail, modernized night vision gear, etc. I went to my first two drills in civilian 
clothes due to not having a uniform anymore, while I waited for my new uniforms. Many of the men I was 
serving with were young enough to be my son. 

Sgt Nakamoto has lived in Nashville, Tennessee since 1992 because of his love for country music. He 
also plays Christian music as a hobby. He is the son of Robert Nakamoto, Chairman of Base Technologies, Inc., 
of Mclean, Virginia. Sgt. Nakamoto plans to attend the JAVA quarterly lunch on July 29,2006, in Washington, 
D.C., at which time he will discuss his Iraq experiences and entertain guests with his music and guitar. 

SCHOLARSHIP WINNER ENCOUNTERS NEW CHALLENGES 
by David Okubo, IOOth Infantry Veterans' Scholarship Winner 

If I had to think of a metaphor to explain to people what my freshman year was like, I'd say what most 
sports teams say during disappointing seasons: it was a "rebuilding" year. I came out of high school ready to 
get a jump on college, and come out of the gates swinging. I read through the two "How to Succeed at College" 
books that I had over and over, trying to commit the tenets of a successful college lifestyle to memory so that 
they'd be a part of my everyday routine. Instead, what happened was more like The Thrilla In Manila, with me as 
Joe Frazier: a fourteen-round loss by TKO. 

let me first state the obvious: West Philadelphia (where the University of Pennsylvania is located) is not 
Hilo. Along those same lines, a University of Pennsylvania education is no Waiakea High School education. I 
was vexed by a subject that I had trouble with in high school (Calculus), stumped by a subject which had before 
been painless (Physics), and in some classes that should have been smooth sailing, the curve passed me by. 

What was the problem? Everyone (especially my parents) wants to know. I think it was that no class or 
even entire year - of school up until college had challenged me as much as even one class of college did. 
Candidly speaking, I've never really had to study as much as I did this freshman year. I was still trying to use 
water wings to swim in the deep end. 

But before I sound overly negative, my year had its fair share of triumphs, too. I was able to find a group 
of friends to fall back on (and play basketball with), and to find some humor in the hassles of classes. I got 
involved with the West Philadelphia Tutoring Project, tutoring University City High School students (a high 
school that makes Waiakea seem like Punahou). Through the Hawaii Club, I met cool locals to joke with (I had 
to meet them, since I'm the only person from my island at Penn) about miSSing spam musubis and being 
extraordinarily cold . 

.I've even had some experiences that I doubt I would've had anywhere else -
like the fire alarm at 6:00 on a Sunday morning during a snowstorm, when I walked 
outside diSOriented, barefoot, and in jeans and undershirt and fell into a 4-foot tall 
snow bank. And the year's running joke: how I was placed in the African-American 
dormitory, and throughout the year, watched numerous Spike Lee and anti
racial discrimination films for a dorm program (but in a sort of anticlimax, for our last 
program we watched The Cosby Show). 

looking back on my freshman year for what it was, I have absolutely 
no regrets. Could I have done better in school? I'd like to say yes, but who knows? 
Will I do better in school? Absolutely. One unofficial change of major and one official 
change of perspective later, I feel that I now know what I need to do to straight-up succeed in college, and how I 
can go about doing it. I feel that this freshman year was a period of growth and adaptation to my surroundings, 
and the next three years to follow it will be successful. After all, I went for broke once already, but when I go for 
broke the next three times, I know I will achieve my goals. 

Thank you, 100th Battalion veterans, for the scholarship which helped me to experience so much my 
freshman year . 

........................................................................................ ~ 
i THE OPINIONS EXPRESSED IN THE PUKA PUKA PARADE ARE THOSE OF THE INDIVIDUAL AUTHORS AND 00 NOT ,: 

~ NECESSARILY REFLECT THE POSITION OF THE I ocT>< INFANTRY BAlTAUON VETERANS AsSOCIATION. t 
• WE WELCOME READERS TO SEND SIGNED, WRITTEN COMMENTS TO THE FOLLOWING ADDRESS: ' : t 
• PPP EDITOR, 520 KAMOKU STREET, HONOLULU, HI 96826 .' · .' • OR E-MAIL ToeweIOOVEIS@YAHOO.COMORoJOrrERAoKA@MAc.COM. t 
~ . 
1. ..................................................................................... .1: 
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AMERICA AT ITS BEST - Speech by Eric Saul. 
DeUvered at the William K. Nakamura (KIA) I James Okubo 
Medal of BOllor Commemorative Program, March 25,2001 

William K. Nakamura (Editors Note: This was forwarded 
to me by Eileen Iwanuma Ewald with 
the following comments: "(This is) 
a copy of a speech by Eric Saul, US 
army historian, given at the 
ceremony to honor Medal of Honor 
winners William K. Nakamura (KIA) 
and James Okubo in Seattle on 
March 25, 2001. Pass it on to family 
and friends. We were privileged to 
attend that emotional event and 
were impressed and heartened by 
Saul's speech. He is an Army 
historian from Monterey, CA and has 
great knowledge and inSight on the 
accomplishments of the Nisei 
soldiers and the JA community. I 
can't tell you how much I 
appreciated hearing those words 
from a non-JA. I hope all JAs as well 
as all Americans will reed the 
speech.') 

Something about Japanese Americans and their values 

James Okubo 

So why was it you Nisei, second generation, born in America, were willing to volunteer for the Army from 
the plantations of Hawaii, often when you were considered second-class citizens, or from concentration camps 
in America? Your parents couldn't become citizens or own land, so land was put in your name. Before the war, 
you wanted to be doctors, lawyers, and professionals, but you couldn't. No one would hire you. So you worked 
on your family farms, flower orchards, and shops. You were often segregated in the Little Tokyos and 
Japantowns. You couldn't go where you wanted, be where you wanted, be whom you wanted. 

Furthermore, your President, on February 19, 1942, signed an Executive Order that said you 
weren't Americans anymore, you were "non-aliens." So why did you join the army? Why did you become 
soldiers~nd ironically becom~f aIL!I!in~1t:!.~ most decprated army unit that this country-has e'leF produced? 

There were words like giri and on, which your parents taught you which mean.· "duty," and "honor," and 
"responsibility." You had to pay back your debt to your country. 

Oyakoko: love for family. Your parents couldn't become citizens, but you loved your families and 
you had to prove your loyalty at any cost. You used your bodies as hostages for your families to prove your love 
for democracy and justice when you volunteered from those camps. 

Kodama no tame ni: "for the sake of the children." Many of you didn't have children at the time, but you 
knew you wanted to have families. And you knew that you didn't want your children to have to suffer as you did. 
You wanted your children to be able to be doctors, and lawyers, and professionals. If you went into the 
military, did your job, perhaps things would change. You knew it, and you fought for it. You even came up with 
your own regimental motto that's on this honored regimental flag in front of me. It was "Go for 
Broke." You set the tone for your own regiment, and lived up to its motto. You made democracy work. Because 
of your wartime record, your children can now be what they want in a country that you wanted for them. 

Enryo: humility. There's an old Japanese proverb that says if you do something really good and 
you don't talk about it, it must be really, really good! You never talked about your wartime record. You didn't tell 
your children, you didn't tell your wives, and you didn't even tell the country. 

Gaman: internal fortitude, keep your troubles to yourself. Don't show how you're hurting. 

Shikata ga nai: sometimes things can't be helped. But other times, you have to go for broke, and you 
can change things. 

Haji: don't bring shame on your family. When you go off to war, fight for your country, return if you can, 
but die if you must. 

Shinbo shite seiko suru: strength and success will grow out of adversity. 

When I was curator of the Presidio Museum, I wanted to know why you joined the Army. Why did you 
join from a concentration camp? 

A veteran from Cannon Company named Wally told me a story. His family was sent from Los Angeles to 
the Santa Anita racetrack, which was an Assembly Center for Japanese Americans. There, they were put in a 
horse stall. Before the war, they had a flower shop, they had their own home in Los Angeles, and they were a 
middle-class family. Now they were living for weeks in a horse stall that hadn't been cleaned when they moved 
in, and it stunk of horse manure. Wally's father said to him, "Remember that a lot of good things grow in horse 
manure." It did. 
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I remember hearing a story from a Chaplain Higuchi, the chaplain of the 442nd
, who was from Hawaii. 

I asked him, "How could the Niseis have joined the Army under these circumstances? How could they have 
done what they did?" Chaplain Higuchi said he himself couldn't understand, because he was from Hawaii and 
hadn't suffered the same diScrimination. But his job as chaplain was to go through the pockets of the Niseis who 
had been killed in combat. He remembered going through the pockets of one mainland Nisei. In his wallet was a 
news clipping that told how the family farm had been burned down by racists near Auburn, California. Yet this 
Nisei still volunteered for the service. Chaplain Higuchi said that there was no medal high enough in this country 
to gIve to this Nisei who had been killed and was lying in front of him. Chaplain Higuchi had to write a letter 
home to his parents. 

You Nisei fought for this country, your country. It has taken fifty-six years to get to this point, but you 
made democracy stand for what it really means. 

When you came home from the war, President Truman had a special White House ceremony for you. 
It was the only time that the President of the United States had a ceremony at the White House for a unit as 
small as a battalion. It was raining that morning in Washington, and Truman's aide said, "Let's cancel the 
ceremony." Truman said to his aide, "After what those boys have been through. I can stand a little rain." He said 
to the Niseis. bearing their regimental standard with the motto of "Go for Broke. II "I can't tell you how much I 
appreciate the opportunity to tell you what you have done for this country. You fought not only the enemy, but 
you fought prejudice and you won. You have made the Constitution stand for what it really means: the welfare of 
all the people, all the time." Lastly, he advised the Niseis to keep up that fight. 

So in the 1980's you fought for redress. One of the reasons that redress passed so overwhelmingly 
in Congress was the overwhelming record of the 1001h/442nd and the MIS. The Civil Liberties Act of 1988 
provided an apology for your parents and for your suffering. So on the battlefields of France, Italy and Germany, 
"Go for Broke" stood for the welfare of all of the people. all of the time. You never lost faith in your country, and 
we are here today to celebrate that faith. The result of that faith is that your children can be anything that they 
want: professionals, doctors, and lawyers. 

The price that you paid for democracy was the highest combat casualty rate of any r~iment that served 
in the United States Army. The 1001h/442 nd suffered 314% combat casualties. The 100th/442" was an oversized 
regiment, with its own cannon and engineer company, and even its own artillery battalion. The four thousand 
men who started off in February of 1943 had to be replaced nearly three and one half times. Eventually. about 
14,000 men would serve in the 1001h/442"d. 

I see many of my friends from I Company and K Company here today. In one battle alone, the battle for 
the Rescue of the Lost Battalion in October 1944, which you fought in, two thousand of you went in to rescue 
two hundred Texas soldiers who couldn't be rescued by their own division. You went and suffered almost a 
thousand casualties in that one battle alone, of almost five days of constant fighting. In K Company, you started 
off with 186 riflemen. By the time you reached the Lost Battalion, there were only eight men standing. I 
Company did worse. They started off with 185 men. By the time they reached the Lost Battalion, there were only 
four men still standing in the company. It was unbelievable! You rescued the Texas Lost Battalion, and for that 
you won two presidential unit citations. 

The army designated the Rescue of the Lost Battalion to be among the top ten battles fought by the 
U.S. Army in its 230-year history. You Niseis ultimately won seven unit citations, and no other unit for its size 
and length of service has won that ma~ preSidential unit citations. Chet Tanaka counted how many citations 
and how many medals the 100th/442 earned. Of the fourteen thousand men who served, there were 
eighteen thousand medals for heroism and service. You had become the most decorated unit in American 
military history for its size and length of service, and until recently almost no one knew your stories. You really 
hadn't told anyone, including your families or children. You were truly enryo. If you do something that is really 
good and you don't talk about it. it must be really good. 

Toward the end of the war. in April 1945, the 5th US Army asked you to create a diversionary attack 
to help break the German Gothic Line. The US Army had three infantry divisions lined up to breach the Gothic 
Line, which protected the Po Valley and the entrance to Austria. And those three divisions COUldn't do it - they 
were stalemated for six months. The Army then asked the 442nd

, the "Go for Broke" Regiment, to break the 
stalemate. The commander and officers of the 1001h/442nd said to the commander of the 92nd Division, "General 
Almond, we have a plan. We can create a diversionary attack and break the Gothic Line if you give us 24 
hours." The General figuratively fell out of his chair and said, "Impossible. We've had three divisions hammering 
away at the Gothic Line." The Germans had their best 55 Divisions on the mountains and it was considered an 
impenetrable fortress. He told the Niseis to "Just create a diversionary attack and we'll do the rest." But 
you Nisei soldiers had your own plan. You were smart. Your average age was about twenty and your average 
10 was 116, which was eight pOints higher than necessary to be an officer in the army. You were barely a 
hundred twenty five pounds soaking wet, but you were college-educated, and you were going to "Go for 
Broke." So you climbed up that mountain called Mount Fogarito, which the Germans had so heavily fortified. 
You climbed it where they didn't expect you. It was nearly a 4,OOO-foot vertical precipice. You climbed the 
mountain that was unclimbable. in combat gear. The Germans couldn't possibly expect an attack from that point. 
From nighttime until dawn you climbed, almost eight hours. Men fell down as they climbed the mountain, and no 
man cried out as he fell, so as not to give away the position. At dawn you attacked, go for broke. You took the 
mountain and you broke the Gothic Line. It didn't take 24 hours, as you thought, or a few weeks, as the Army 
had planned. It didn't take six months. The U.S. Army reported that you broke the Gothic Line in only thirty-four 
minutes! 

If the story of the 1001h/442nd is unbelievable, there is a more unbelievable story. It is the story of the 
Military Intelligence and Language Service. More than 6,000 Niseis served throughout the Pacific in a super
secret branch of the military. 
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Niseis provided the eyes and ears of intelligence and language skills that helped to break the 
stalemate in the Pacific. They broke secret codes, interrogated prisoners, provided valuable propaganda, and 
translated millions of documents to help win the war in the Pacific. By the war's end, General Willoughby, 
General MacArthur's chief of intelligence, declared that the Nisei shortened the war by two years and saved a 
million Allied lives. 

Never had so many owed so much to so few. I only wish that a million people could be here to hear your 
story and know of your service. I wish every American could know your story. We owe a great debt of honor to 
you Niseis for what you did for the country and for democracy. It is a debt that can never be repaid. 

I am here to tell the story for your children, because I know you can't say it. It is a legacy that they must 
carry on and remember what you did for them and for all of us. Your legacy continues to protect us all. 

I remember during the Iranian crisis that there was talk of keeping Iranian Americans possibly 
in protective custody. Senators Daniel Inouye and Spark Matsunaga said, "You can't do that. That's already 
been done, and you were wrong then." So your wartime service protects all of us. You did make the Constitution 
stand for all of the people, all of the time. History works. You made it work. and you made it work for me, for 
your children. and for this country. 

President Ronald Reagan remembered. when he signed the bill enacting the Civil Liberties Act of 
1988, which was called House Resolution 442, that blood that has soaked into the sands of a beach is a/l of one 
color. America stands unique in the world, the only country not founded on race, but a way, an ideal." 

You Niseis came home, and became what you wanted. Eventually, many of you entered the professions 
and could go where you wanted and do what you wanted to do. You went about your lives, but you made sure 
that your parents could become citizens. By 1953, you saw your parents naturalized. Your parents had to wait. 
in some cases, sixty-five years to become American citizens. And that they could own land for the first time. And 
that others of Asian descent could own land for the first time. Your greatest success was that your children could 
be what they wanted to be, without the discrimination that you suffered. 

Some of you became lawmakers and entered the House and the Senate. There were more than 590 
laws in California in the 19th and the early 20th century against Asians. You fought a fight to make sure those 
laws were challenged and overturned one by one. 

We thank the Japanese American senators, Sparky Matsunaga and Dan Inouye, veterans of 
the 1 00th

/442nd
, for doing that. We thank you for your providing the legacy upon which they could fight for those 

rights. Justice prevailed, and your parents became citizens. 

We stand at a pinnacle of your history in your golden years. Redress passed and a nation apologized 
for a terrible injustice perpetrated against its own citizens. 

-----.----~ 

- ~-~-A few months ago at the White House, President Clinton belatedly awarded 20 Medals of Honor 
to Japanese Americans. Clinton stated in his speech of the Niseis that "in the face of painful prejudice, they 
helped to define America at its Best." 

last night I was speaking to one of my K Company friends, Tosh Okamoto, and he said to me, "You 
know, the awarding of the Medals of Honor to our boys is sort of the icing on the cake. I've sort of been angry for 
a long time at my country and what happened to us during the internment. Getting redress and the apology, and 
having the country recognize my buddies. lifted a cloud from my head. I now really feel like I'm truly American. 
and it was all worth it." 

So this is the happy ending of the 100th/442nd1M1S story, and I thank you for sharing it with us. I salute 
you. God bless you. And tell your kids to tell the worldl 

Eric Saul served as curator of the Military Museum at the Presidio of 
San Francisco from 1973-1986. He has designed and circulated an 
exhibit on the soldiers of the 1 00th/442nd1M1S that evolved into an exhibition at 
the Smithsonian Institution entitled "A More Perfect Union: Japanese 
Americans and the Constitution". 

In 1980, Saul co-founded the Go for Broke 
100th/442nd1M1S Foundation. later called the National Japanese American 
Historical Society (NJAHS) where he served as curator from 1981-1987. He 
curated an exhibit called "Unlikely Liberators" on the JA soldiers of the 522nd 
Field Artillery Battalion who liberated the infamous Dachau Death March. In 
2002, he helped create a national project, the Kansha Project, to honor 
people who risked their reputations to help JAs during WWII. 

He has been a consultant on numerous documentary films, including Yankee Samurai (1981), The 
Color of Honor (1982) and Nisei Soldier (1984). He contributed to Go for Broke: the Story of the Japanese 
American Soldier in World War II (1981) and authored Unlikely Uberators: The story of Chihune Sugihara and 
Japanese Americans of the 52~d Field Artillery (1995). (Biographical Information and photo from a press 
release, Condordia University Public Affairs, March 2005) . 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• e •••••••••• o •••••• ~ 

~ The PIIltfl PIIltfl Pflffldc Is 'he mon'htv new&'euer : 
: 01 'he W()r'" War 11100th Infantry BauaUon Veterans Assoctatwn (aha Ctub fOO). : 
: " Is pub'lshed a' 520 Ham()hu Street. H()notu'u. HI 96826. : . . 
~ .....••....•.....................•....•.............. .••......••........•.•......•..•.•.................... 
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RURAL CHAPTER NEWS by Ted Hamasu 

(Editor's note: Unfortunately, Ted's computer is still on the .blink or he isn't selecting 
the right commands as his e-mail to me was blank.) 

After all that frustration, he just wants his buddies to know there is no chapter meetin~ 
in June. However, I'm sure he is looking forward to seeing many of you at the 64 
Anniversary celebration. 

MAINLAND CHAPTER NEWS by Sam Fujikawa 

On Friday, April 21, Jason Young, Counselor at the Department of Veteran Affairs, held his quarterly 
meeting of the 1001h/442nd1M1S PTSD group at the Nakaoka Center in Gardena. Dr. Dion 
Svihovec, the VA Audiology Department Specialist was the guest speaker who spoke 
in detail on how to cope with problems caused by the loss of hearing and how and where 
to apply for assistance through his Audio Rehab Clinic or call 478-3711, ext. 42198. 
Candace Lyles, Social Worker, was also on hand to present information on PTSD and 
explained about some Lifeline benefits available and also the California Telephone 
Access Program. Lily Tisu, Social Worker, from the Gardena Veterans Center was on 
hand to answer questions In place of Jason Young, who was recuperating from his recent 
surgery. We all wish him well and a speedy recovery. Sumi Seki was in charge of the donations of 
welcome snacks and drinks which were enjoyed by all. 

A much anticipated press release ceremony was held at the Go For Broke Monument on Thursday, May 
11. A call to all veterans and friends to attend the announcement of the change of name for the GFB 
Foundation to Go For Broke National Education Center was sent out by Christine Sata-Yamazaki, Executive 
Director and President. Architectural plans of the layout for the proposed building to house all the Go For 
Broke facilities and offices were on display. It is to be built just adjacent to the area behind the monument and 
will be in the area scheduled to be redeveloped into an Art Park, bounded by other cultural and art institutions 
and green space. A much more detailed account can be found at www.GoForBroke.org. 

Saturday, May 20 was the Annual Armed Forces Day Parade in Torrance. Govan Yee and Ken 
Shigemitsu (H Co Honorary members) assisted with some of the arrangements this year as we hoped for a 
good turnout of our veterans who partiCipated in the parade. No meeting this month. We wish everyone our 
best regards - please take care and keep safe. 

ABLE CHAPTER NEWS by Tom Nishioka 

Able Chapter's active members are in serious trouble - we're on the brink of disaster. On April 30, we 
lost a valuable member who passed away - Richard "Pluto" Arakaki. Then on May 9, we lost another 

member in Ralph Fukunaga. Richard incurred tremendous hardship and pain due to 
his prosthetic problem. Although he was treated very well at the Spark Matsunaga 
VA clinic, his problem worsened, and finally, he passed away at his home. 

Ralph Fukunaga was admitted to the care home in Kaneohe with his 
wife Ethel. He was doing very well until Ethel passed away sometime last year. I 
presume that when his constant companion, Ethel, passed away, his will to live 
somehow diminished. On May 9, he passed away. 

To the families of our deceased members, Able Chapter wishes to express its sincere sympathy and 
condolences. 

I'm hoping that Able Chapter will have a good turnout at our 64th Anniversary Banquet on June 24. I 
haven't checked the registration attendance yet, but I will do so on May 20, as we are having our 
third meeting. I'm crossing my fingers hoping I will not be disappOinted with the results. 

HEADQUARTERS CHAPTER NEWS by Ed lkuma and Jan Sakoda 

The Spring get together was held on April 22 at Chan's Gourmet Buffet near the airport. Everyone 
enjoyed the good food and great company. Joining us at this lunch were Doris Aimoto, Pat and Aki Akimoto, 
Ken and Delores Akinaka, Bea Hosokawa, Ed Ikuma, Bessie Nakasone, Elsie Oshita, Bea Shinoda, Selsaburo 
Taba, and Gene Tamashiro. The next social event will be held on Saturday, September 9,2006 after the 
Headquarters meeting. So mark your calendars and save this date. We'll announce the place and time in the 
PPP as the date gets closer. 

I (Jan Sakoda) took my dad to the VA clinic on Monday, May 15 and ran into Ken Otagaki there. With 
his sharp eyesight, he recognized my dad before we saw him. He called out to my dad just about the same 
time his name was called by the doc so we only had time to say "Hi" before he had to go. But Ken looks in great 
shape and in good spiritsl 

When you go to the clubhouse, make sure you check out the bulletin board in 
the main hall for up-to-date listing of activities. Since our newsletters are written 
about a month ahead of your getting it, Amanda will be posting current activities on 
this board. As you can see by the length (or lack of) of this article, we need your help 
in making it more "newsy." Please call Jan Sakoda at 737-n78 to let me know what 
is happening with you or other Headquarter or Medic members or spouses. 

- 11 -



MAUl CHAPTER NEWS by Tom Nagata 

Maui chapter members held their Mother's Day luncheon at Tokyo Tei Restaurant in Wailuku on May 9, 
Tuesday, at 11 a.m. Chairman Satoji Arisumi did a great job. He led the diners in blessing the food, providing 
cakes after a delicious lunch and paying the bill for the lunch. Chapter president Stanley Izumigawa presented 

a beautiful bouquet of flowers to Fumiko Nagata, wife of long time Maui Chapter treasurer 
Tom Nagata. We both appreciate his kind gesture. 

Our next general meeting will be on August 1, Tuesday, at the Asian Cuisine 
Restaurant, 11 a.m. Due to declining attendance at our socials and meetings by our 
members due to old age and declining health, we must discuss our future plans. 

We extend our deepest sympathy to the families of Mrs. Kay Kaoru 
Fujita Michioka, who passed away last year on August 26, 2005. She joined her 
husband, Wataru, at Punchbowl. 

We also extend our deepest sympathy to the family of lsami Yamashiro, age 88, who passed away on 
February 20, 2006. Funeral services were held at Nakamura Mortuary. Inumment will be at a later date. He 
was a member of Company C. 

CHARLIE CHAPTER NEWS by Wayne M. Nagao 

Saturday, May 6 meeting attendees were: President Kazuto Shimizu, V.P. Toshimi Sedetani, Treasurer 
Warren Iwai, Secretary Skip Tomiyama, Papoose Tomiyama, Takako Umamoto, Maizie Umamoto, Sadako 
Yonezawa, Stanley Kimura, Doris Kimura, Lynn Shimizu and Wayne Nagao. (Oscar Miyashiro - we missed 
you at the meeting. Get well soon, and we'll see you at the clubhouse as soon as you feel better - or 
we'll come see you I) 

V.P. Toshimi Sedetani discussed and explained every item written on the three pages of Charlie 
Chapter Bylaws - Revised May 2006. The attendees at the meeting voted on the Bylaws (ReVised May 2006) 
forthe CHARLIE CHAPTER of the 100th Infantry Battalion Veterans Club - and it was unanimously passed. 
Treasurer Warren Iwai reported donations to the "Chapter Treasury" were received from: Toshimi & Lillian 
Sodetani, Nancy Nakamura, Kakuto Higuchi, Yoroku & Edith Ito, Seichi Hosaku, Lorraine Miyashiro, Rusty and 
Alice Nakagawa, Satoru Okamura, Kay Oshiro, Yoshiyuki and Caroline Tomiyama. Total donation amount was 
$395. Thank you very much for your generous contributions. Bless you alii 

Warren Iwai is also a member of the LONG RANGE PLANNING COMMITTEE. He reported and 
discussed some of the things Dr. Drake Beil, LRPC consultant, has written in "A Vision of the Future" which is 
a compilation of suggestions, ideas and viSions for our club. This would be the time for all the descendants of 

- the 100th Infantry Battalion Vetet:ans Club to truly help our fatheFS' ana grancffathe~ -with this 
important endeavor. As I've mentioned in my previous article in the PPP Issue #2006/01, back in February 2006 
- all of you descendants who have the birthright privilege to join this 
awesome club and haven't, please consider it now. 

This reporter is guilty of not being more heavily involved with the House & 
Apartment Committee. I will promise to change that as soon as possible, so I can 
contribute more to the veterans' present and future wishes and visions. Sorry, 
President Robert Arakaki for my failure to participate more - I shall make amends. 

Not to change the subject, but this reporter's former employer of 6 years -
back in the 90's - J. Kadowaki, Inc. was selected to be the general contractor for 
the entire NORDSTROM'S DEPARTMENT STORE in Ala Moana Center. Jay 
Kadowaki, the president, is the son of Robert Kadowaki from Baker Company. His 
right hand man is the outstanding project manager, STAN SATO from Seattle, WA. 
He is the son of Robert Satoshi Sato of Charlie Company. 

MINI REUNION 

Before we know it, it will be time to start packing up those "lucky frogs" and to refresh your memories 
with your mainland friends and buddies. Here are the names of all the Hawaii people who will be going, and in 

the next issue we will print the names of all the "kotonks· who will be there. 
Alphabetically: Betty Ajitomi, Carole Akasaki, Akira and Pat Akimoto, Robert and Nancy 
Arakaki, Catherine FUjimoto, Kunio Fujimoto, Toshiko Fukuda, Matsue Furushima, 
Edward and Miyoko Hashimoto, Sophie Hatakenaka, Patsy Hayashida, Seichi Hoashi, 
Beatrice Hosokawa, Yoroku and Ayako Ito, Stanley Izumigawa, Ann Kabasawa, Merle 
Kaneshiro, Catherine Kikuchi, Dorothy Kikuchi, Stanley and Doris Kimura, Don and Kimi 
Matsuda, Linda Menendez, Kenneth and Florence Mitsunaga, Joyce Mitsunaga, Oscar 
and Hisako Miyashiro, Earl Miyashiro, Lorraine Miyashiro, Candace Morita, Masanori 
Moriwake, Fusako Murai, Harriet Nakamura, Helen Nakashima, Jessie Nakayama, Gary 

Nakayama, Charles Nishimura, Ray and Aki Nosaka, Norman Oda, Patti Osebold, Avin and Maryann Oshiro, 
Seiei Oshiro, Hiroshi Shimazu, Carl Tonaki, Jane Tonaki, Goro Sumida, Thomas and Miki 
Tsubota, Takako Umamoto, Irene Umamoto, Marie Yoneshige. Any names that we inadvertently 
missed will be printed next month. 

You will be notified of a get-together in August for an informational meeting and a light 
luncheon at the clubhouse. There is still room on the plane for others who would like to join us. 
Our motto: Enjoy yourself; ifs later than you thinkll 
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SONS AND DAUGHTERS NEWS by Drusilla Tanaka 

Mahalo nui loa to the following donors for their thoughtful gifts which were received between April 19 
and May 12, 2006: 

For the Veterans Club: 
Paulette, Alfred, William, Alton, $1,000 in memory of Richard "Pluto" Arakaki 
Aric, and Mark Arakaki 

For the Building Fund: 
Anonymous $1,000 in memory of Herbert Ishii & Michael Tokunaga 

For the Sakae Takahashi Scholarship Fund: 
Mrs. Elizabeth Takatlashi $1,000 in memory of Sakae Takahashi 

For the UH Nisei Veterans Values Forum: 
Evelyn Honda $150 in honor of Hideto Kono 

A special mahalo to David Nakamaejo and his wife, Anita Haban-Nakamaejo, for their presentations to 
the Family Support Group. The "Fall Prevention Seminar" in April was well attended. The Nakamaejo's shared a 
wealth of information and gave out helpful door prizes, too. Anita will present "Caregiving Tips: A Guide to 
Survival" on May 28. A report on her presentation will be in the July issue. 

The long-awaited excursion is planned for Friday, July 21, from 9 am to 3 p.m. This is different from our 
usual weekend events, but we hope that this advanced notice will give your sons and daughters who assist you 
ample time to take off from work and accompany you to Pohai Nani. The two top .-_ 
requests for excursions in the survey conducted earlier this year showed high ~. 
interest in visiting a retirement community and taking a "bus ride. n This excursion 
is designed to fulfill both requests. After pick up at the clubhouse, the bus 
will travel to Kaneohe via the H-1 and H-3 freeways. The views in Halawa Valley 
and Haiku Valley are breathtaking. If it rains, you'll see beautiful waterfalls, too 
many to count. If it's a sunny day, the view of Kaneohe town and Kaneohe Bay 
from the H-3 is gorgeous I The return trip will be via Likelike Highway and the H-
1. Although you have traveled this route before, the view from a tour bus will give 
you a different perspective of our Honolulu. Please refer to the information and 
reservation form printed elsewhere in this issue. 

REMINDER: FAMILY SUPPORT GROUP ON CAREGIVING TIPS, MAY 28,2006. LUNCH IS AT 11 
AM, FOLLOWED BY THE PRESENTATION AT 12 NOON. 

GRAHAM SALISBURY BOOKS ARRIVE 

Graham Salisbury's books, Under the Blood-Red Sun and Eyes of the Emperor have arrived and are 
available at the clubhouse. To purchase the books, please call Ann Kabasawa at 734-0841. 

Under the Blood-Red Sun b~ins on December 7, 1941. 13 year old 
Tomikazu Nakaji and his best friend, Billy Davis, are playing in a field near their 
homes in Hawaii when the Japanese launch a surprise attack on Pearl Harbor. As 
Tomi looks up at the sky and recognizes the Blood-Red Sun emblem on the 
amber fighter planes, he knows that his life has changed forever. His father and 
grandfather, both Japanese Americans, are quickly arrested and taken to 
concentration camps. His mother loses her job because she is Japanese. 
Although Tomi feels frightened and ashamed of his native land, he is forced to 
become the man of the family. Under the Blood-Red Sun is an unforgettable tale 
of courage, survival and friendship. 

Eyes of the Emperor tells the story of Eddy 
Okubo, who lies about his age and joins the US Army 
in Honolulu in 1941. He isn't expecting war to break 
out but soon after he enlists, the Japanese bomb 
Pearl Harbor. Suddenly, his fellow Americans see 
him as the enemy. Even the army doubts his loyalty 

- and the loyalty of all the American soldiers of Japanese ancestry. 

Eddy and 24 other Japanese American soldiers are sent to a remote island 
on a secret mission, given a terrifying job, and told that only they can do it. On the 
island, the meanings of duty, patriotism, loyalty and courage are tested in a bizarre 
world where Eddy is tried in unbelievable ways. 

Excerpts from both books, reviews and more information can be found on 
the author's website, www.grahamsalisburv.com. 
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1. 

2. 

SONS AND DAUGHTERS OF THE lOOTH INFANTRY BATTALION 

FANDLYSUPPORTGROUP 

EXCURSION TO POHAI NANI GOOD SAMARITAN RETIREMENT COMMUNITY 
45-090 Namoku Street, Kaneohe, Hawaii 

• WHAT: Excursion (via tour bus) to Kaneohe, via H-3, to visit Pohai Nani Good Samaritan 
Retirement Community 

Pohai Nani Good Samaritan Retirement Community is operated by the Lutheran Church. The 
residency arrangements are on a month-to-month basis. There is no buy-in required. Pohai 
Nani offers comprehensive services for seniors in a beautiful setting in Kaneohe, including 
prepared meals, transportation, recreational activities, housekeeping services. Personal 
assistance may be arranged as-needed for additional fees. We will spend the entire day at 
Pohai Nani, taking a tour of the facilities which feature independent living in the high rise and 
cottages, assisted living in the Adult Residential Care Homes, the· nursing and rehabilitation 
facility, recreational areas, and other features. The facility is designed for "aging in place." 
We will be able to sample the lunch in their dining hall. 
Sons and daughters are encouraged to attend. 

• WHEN: Friday, July 21, 2006 
• PICK UP: Clubhouse, 520 Kamoku Street, 9 a.m. departure 
• RETURN TO Clubhouse by 3 p.m. 

Parking available at Ala Wai Elementary School. 
• COST: $12 per person (payment to be made with reservation, non-refundable*) 
• RESERVATIONS: Please use the form below to make reservations and payment. Seating on the 

bus is limited; reservations will be accepted on a first-come, fll'st-paid, fll'st-served basis. A wait 
list will be created when the maximum capacity is reached. *Refunds will be made if cancellation 
is received 48 hours in advance and if the seats can be filled. 

• ON YOUR OWN: Those in wheelchairs or who cannot ride the bus or who live on the windward 
side are invited to participate and travel by private car to Pohai Nani. Please contact Drusilla 
Tanaka to make arrangements. Phone: 235-1343 (after June 6. 2006) -~--- ---

.- DEADLINE for all reservations: July 1, 2006 
• Questions? Please contact Drusilla Tanaka after June 6, 2006: 235-1343 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - complete and return lower portion - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Family Support Group Excursion to Pohai Nani Reservation Form 

Sunday, July 21,2006 

Please make reservations for the following: 

Phone: ----------------------------------------------- -----------
Phone: ----------------------------------------------- -----------

Use additional paper as necessary if there are more than two persons in your group. 

Total number of bus riders x $12 = $ (Make check payable to S&D 100th Inf. Bn.) 
(This amount includes bus fare, driver's tip, and lunch.) 

Lunch only, no bus ride x $7.50 = $ (Make check payable to S&D 100th Inf. Bn.) 

Deadline: July I, 2006 

Mail to: Sons and Daughters 100th Inf. Bn. 
516 Kamoku Street, Apt. 206 
Honolulu, HI 96826 
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DADDY'S POEM 

Her hair was up in a pony tail, her favorite dress tied with a bow. 
Today was Daddy's Day at school, and she couldn't wait to go. 

But her mommy tried to tell her, that she probably should stay home. 
Why the kids might not understand, if she went to school alone. 

But she was not afraid; she knew just what to say. 
What to tell her classmates of why he wasn't there today. 
But still her mother worried, for her to face this day alone. 

And that was why once again, she tried to keep her daughter home. 

But the little girl went to school eager to tell them all. 
About a dad she never sees a dad who never calls. 

There were daddies along the wall in back, for everyone to meet. 
Children squirming impatiently, anxious in their seats 

One by one the teacher called a student from the class. 
To introduce their daddy, as seconds slowly passed. 

At last the teacher called her name, every child turned to stare. 
Each of them was searching, a man who wasn't there. 

'Where's her daddy at?" she heard a boy call out. 
"She probably doesn't have one," another student dared to shout. 

And from somewhere near the back, she heard a daddy say, 
"Looks like another deadbeat dad, too busy to waste his day." 

The words did not offend her, as she smiled up at her Mom. 
And looked back at her teacher, who told her to go on. 

And with hands behind her back, slowly she began to speak. 
And out from the mouth of a child, came words incredibly unique. 

"My Daddy couldn't be here, because he lives so far away. 
But 1 know he wishes he could be, since this is such a special day. 

And though you cannot meet him, I wanted you to know. 
All about my daddy, and how much he loves me so. 

He loved to tell me stories he taught me to ride my bike. 
He surprised me with pink roses, and taught me to fly a kite. 
We used to share fudge sundaes, and ice cream in a cone. 

And though you cannot see him. I'm not standing here alone. 
"Cause my daddy's always with me, even though we are apart 

I know because he told me, he'll forever be in my heart" 

With that, her little hand reached up, and lay across her chest. 
Feeling her own heartbeat, beneath her favorite dress. 

And from somewhere here in the crowd of dads, her mother stood 
in tears. 

Proudly watching her daughter, who was wise beyond her years. 
For she stood up for the love of a man not in her life. 
Doing what was best for her, doing what was right. 

And when she dropped her hand back down, staring straight into 
the crowd. 

She finished with a voice so soft, but its message clear and loud. 
"I love my daddy very much, he's my shining star. 

And if he could, he'd be here, but heaven's just too far 
You see he was a policeman and died just this past year 

When airplanes hit the towers and taught Americans to fear. 
But sometimes when I close my eyes, it's like he never went away." 

And then she closed her eyes, and saw him there that day. 
And to her mother's amazement. she witnessed with surprise. 

A room full of daddies and children, all starting to close their eyes. 
Who knows what they saw before them, who knows what they felt inside. 

Perhaps for merely a second, they saw him at her side. 

"I know you're with me Daddy," to the silence she called out. 
And what happened next made believers, of those once filled with doubt. 

Not one in that room could explain it, for each of their eyes had been closed. 
But there on the desk beside her, was a fragrant long-stemmed pink rose. 

And a child was blessed, if only for a moment, by the love of her shining star. 
And given the gift of believing, that heaven is never too far. 

They say it takes a minute to find a special person, 
an hour to appreciate them, 

a day to love them, 
but then an entire life to forget them. 
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OFFICE "MAHALO" REPORT JUNE 2006 ISSUE 
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By Amanda Stevens & Evelyn Tsuda 

We acknowledge receipt of the following donations, with much thank$: 

100th Infantry Battalion Veterans: 
Kaoru & Yukie Yamamoto 
George S. Zakimi 
Grant received from Sons & Daughters 
Grant received from Sons & Daughters 
Alfred & Paulette Arakaki 
Nomura Kyu Koten Ongaku Hozon 

Kai, c/o Fred Shinsato 
Naoto Matsuura 

Building Fund: 
Grant received from Sons & Daughters 
Gertrude K. Uyeno 

1M of Fred Hosokawa 
'1M of Blanche Zakimi 

In honor of Kenneth Mitsunaga 

In honor of Company C Boys 

1M of Alice Shiozaki 

100th Infantry Battalion Veterans Scholanhip Fund: 

Over $1,000.00: 
Grant received from Sons & Daughters 

Pub Puka Parade: 
Amerigo and Ann Bugliani 
Grant received from Sons & Daughters 
Grant received from Sons & Daughters 
Tomiko Furuta 
Nancy C. Toma 

1M of Robert Furuta 

$100.00 
100.00 
580.00 
400.00 
100.00 

50.00 
50.00 

900.00 
20.00 

100.00 
325.00 
950.00 

50.00 
25.00 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Aloha, 
---'-------- - ------------

In October, 2005, I received the board's approval to write a Community Development Block Grant 
(CDBG) for improvements and much-needed repairs to the Apartment Building. I'm pleased to inform 
you that this office received a letter from Mayor Hannemann informing the club that our proposal for the 
Apartment Project has been selected to receive Community' Development Block Grant funding in the 
Fiscal Year 2007. 

In January, 2006, Sam Aiona, who was at that time, Director of the Office of Community Services, 
talked with me and Robert Arakaki about applying for a Grant-in-Aid. Dr. Franklin Kometani, son of 
the late l00th veteran, Katsumi "Doc" Kometani, is a good friend of Sam's and spoke with him on many 
occasions about the important role the 100th plays in the community, by providing affordable housing 
and more. Their conversations prompted Sam to call us. At the January 13, 2006, board meeting, I 
received the board's approval to apply for two Grants-In-Aid from the State of Hawaii. I wrote the grant 
for the Apartment Building and Mimi Nakano (Long Range Planning Committee member and daughter 
of MOH recipient, Shizuya Hayashi) wrote the ~t for a Resource Center/ Educational Program. Rep. 
Scott Nishimoto (who has such a heart for the 100th) called me last week to inform me that the club will 
be receiving a grant for the repairs and maintenance to the Apartment and a grant for the Resource 
Center/ Educational Program. It was sent to the Governor's office, for her final approval and signature. 

The City & State have recognized that the l00th Infantry Battalion Veterans club provides a valuable 
resource to the community, affordable housing. Rep. Scott Nishimoto With the assistance of Sen. Brian 
Taniguchi & Councilwoman Ann Kobayashi and other City & State officials supported these grants 
from the beginning. They also recognize the importance of the Resource Center/ Educational Program 
which will assist in perpetuating the legacy of the lOOth. 

100th Infantry Battalion Veterans Club, these grants were awarded to you for your "Continuing Service" 
and because of the incredible resources you provide to the community. Congratulations. 

Sincerely~ 
Amanda 
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Please plan to attend: 
author Robert Asahina's 

"JUST AMERICANS" 

· E~!tj BOOK SIGNING on 
-,~ MAY 28,2006 

1:30pm 
at the 100th Infantry Battalion Veterans Clubhouse 

520 Kamoku. St. 
(following the Family Support Group) 

Parking will be avallable at Ala Wai School 

The retail price of the book is $27.50. The book will be discounted at t~e book-signing. 

The April 2006 PPParade featured a book review of "Just Americans: How Japanese Americans Won a 
War at Home and Abroad", a poignant and compelling history of the 100thInf. BnJ442nd RCT in World 
War n. Author Robert Asahina will be at the Clubhouse on Sunday, May 28 to sign copies of this book 
(scheduled for release on May 22nd

). Mr. Asahina is well-known in literary,:film and theater circles and 
is the son of a Silver Star awardee (Capt. Shoichi Asahina, M.D., 87th Cavalry Reconnaissance 
Squadron, 7t1t Armored Division, US Army, 1943-1945). . 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Clubhouse Clean-up, May 27, 2006, 8:00am 
Lunch & The General Membership meeting to follow at 11 :OOam 

Please make sure to read the bulletin board located at the entrance of 
Turner Hall when you come to the clubhouse. There's important 
information about upcoming events and much more for you to r~ad about. 

If you'd like to be added to our e-mail list to receive updates and 
information, please send me ~ message at club] OOvets@yahoo.com. 

Chapter presidents, thank you for submitting your chapter roster to this 
office. If you have not yet submitted your updated roster to the office, 
please contact me at 946-0272 if you need assistance. 

From June 5, 2006 - July 26, 2006, I will take my lunch break at 1 :45pm 
(to pick up the little one, Jeremy, from summer school). The best time to 
reach me aflhe office during this time will be from 8:30am - 1 :30pm. 
Tyler Chun (grandson of veteran, Jiro Arakaki -Baker) will be working at 
the office during the summer. He attends UH Manoa and is majoring in 
Electrical Engineering. His GP A is 3.5. 

Don't forget to sign up for the dedication of the C-17 on June 14, 2006. 
Call this office to reserve your spot (see article on page 5 for more information.) 

The office will be closed on Monday, May 29, 2006 in observance of 
Memorial Day. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR JUNE 2006 

ABLE ..... v •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Saturday, June 3 .................•.........•..................•............ 8:00 am 
BAKER ..............•.•.........•....................... ,Saturday, June 17 ................•..•....•.....•..•...................... 1:00 pm 
CHARUE ..........•...........•.......... , ............. Satllrday, June 3 ...................................•.......... , .......... 10:00 am 
DOG ...................•.................•.................. Saturday, June 17 ................................. ~ ....................... 9:00 am 
HQ .•... ~ ....•....•................•..........•........... " .. Saturday, JIDle 10 .................. ",. .. ,.." ........ ~ ... t,. .................. 10:00 am 
Rt1RA.L .................................................... N0 Meeting ................................................................................ . 
HAWAII CHAPTER ............................. Thursday, June 22 .... .AJA Vets Mem. Hall.. ............. l1:00 am 
MAUI CHA.PfER ..................................... No Meeting ..•.....................................•.•.................................... 
BOARD MEB"rING .•.....•...........•.....•.•... Friday, June 9 ........•....•..•.•..................•.............•....... , 10:00 am 
UNE DANCING .................................... Wednesday, June 7, 14, 21, 28 .................................... 9:00 am 
EXERCISE ............................................. Wednesday, June 7, 14,21,28 .................................. 10:30 am 
CRAFI'S/CROCHEf ............................. Tuesday, June 6,13,20,27 ......................................... 9:00 am 
64TH ANNIVERSARY BANQUET ..... Saturday, June 24 ..... .Ala Moana Hotel. ...................... 9:oo am 

Deadline for the PPParade July issue will be June 20, 2006. (Please submit articles on time or they 
will not be included in the issue.) eoUating will be on FlUDAY, .lJJJJ&.. J!I,.. Z& 8:30 a.m. 
Able/Charlie Chapters are responsible for providing manpower and refreshments, but everyone is 
welcome to kokua. 

********************************************************************** 
Note new e-mail address for PPP: Chapter news and articles (Spam Alert! Show SUBJECT or 
your message will be deleted): qoyteraoka@mac.com> 
Club business, questions or correspondence, address to: <clublOOvets@yahoo.com> 

100th Infantry Battalion Veterans 
520 Kamoku Street 
Honolulu, HI 96826-5120 
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