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THE ISLANDER.

., Happy is the nation who~e annals are few." . If this
Baying of some wise philosopher-we have forgotten who,
and it don't make much difference whether it was Bacon or
Shakespeare or neither-is true, asdoubtless it is in the main,
then surely are we Hawaiians the most favored of peoples.
But while this may be a matter of self congratulation to the
most of us, to editors it is a condition not without its trials.
There is no doubt but that Adam and Eve were unspeakably
happy in the garden of Eden, or that the pastoral simplicity 0

of the patriarchs was conducive of physical and' spiritual
contentment, but it is: equally certain that editors would
have become impoverished among them in spite of the hai)
piness. So far as we are able at the present moment, labor
ingunder the imperious mandate of the devil of type. and
ink, to forecast the insular horizon, the prospect for unmiti
gated and quiet happiness for a long time to come, is simply
appalling. We despair of amassing material for a decent
annal, for several years at least. In the meantime the coun
try is comparatively secure in the comforting fact that if our
means for accomplishing are small, there is also little to be
accomplished. Our decline is so gradual that it is. not dif
ficult for us' to accustom ourselves to its changes \vithgenu
ine philosophy.

His on this principle that hammocks are to be hnng in the
offices of the Miuistry at the Aliiolani House: there being
littie or nothing for them to do, and with the prospect of a
hot Summer before 'them, the ingenious pIau ,v'hich ilas been
devised for signing state documents jn a reclining postnre
without seriously interrupting day-dreams and office-hour
siestas, is as perfect as the circumstances permit.

;' Tlie honesty of the Advertise?; last week in ignoring the
~mportanceof honcsty in editing newspapers, is admirable in
Itself. The faint hopes we fondly cherished that our broth

·ilr quill-driver had meant his previous remarks upon news
paper morals, ina Pickwickian sense, were swept away by
this fran\{ confession. We are glad to know clearly the
pl;l.tform of our contemporary,-as we shall be less likely to
be misled in the future by his various leaders. At the same
.time what faith can the public place in his delphic utteran
ces ;whell in iofty strains, immoral literature is condemned,
there will be a lurking suspicion thatchurch members and Y.

.1.I. C. Associations are being propitiated and nothing more;
when affeeti<mate loyalty to' the government and the. ruling
.party is expressed in glowing terms will not readers be afflict
ed with a sellse of trade enterprise? And so on through all
branches of journalistic influence. To refer further' t~ a
.somewhat extraordinary number of that paper we note that
it contains the interesting announcement that" Encke's com":

.cthas been discovered at the Naval Observatory, at Wash'"

ington." We are glad to learn that it has been found at last·. '.
It 'had doubtless been mislaid among the rubbish of one of
the unoccupied rooms of the observatory. We are furthel'
informed that it is in a debilitated condition, bein~ so faint
that no onc can see it withont using large glasses, presuma
bly of stimulants. We moreover learn that Honolulu is sit
uated 182,000,000 miles from Washington where the comet
has turned up.

As we had foreseen, the calm which followed the Tyndal
argument between our two contemporaries, was only porten
tious of the storm of words which has already begun upon
the confusing questions as to whether the present editor of
the Gazette, late editor of the Advertiser, did or did not
seven years ago give some kind of support to injurious state
ments of J. C. King in regard to the labor syst~m of the Is
lands, and whether or not ten years ago he supported the
idea in the pages of the Advel·tisel' that these Islands were
capable of a yield of 200,000,000 pounds of sugar. We may
expect to see the pros and cons of these important and vital
questions thoroughly sifted down to the last. details during
the next two or three weeks, with the customary charges
~nd flat denials of the "you did,"" I didn't," "yon'rc
another" style of debate. In the meantime the Gazette will
very properly, and with telling effect, keep its impel'sollality
0/ tlte p"ess argument well employed. To its pathetic
question "Is there no power iu the land to stop these in
sidious attacks, &c.," we answer, "No, of course not."

The latter paper in speaking of Charlie Ross and tho de
tails of his search, becomes somewhat vague, when it says
" The inability to know his exact fatc is certainly one of the
most mysterious and harrowing of circumstances." Whether
-the inability to know, &c., denotes a condition of non cOlnpos
mentis or riot, we do !l'ot feel justified in concluding without
further study, but if it does, it is certainly a "harrowing
circumstance."

TH1; coming April term of the Supreme Court, will be
presided over by Mr. Justice Ju'dd, the other two Judges
being absent. We have not heard whether Judge Judd will
sit alone upon cases which have been appealed from him
self, bnt under tl)e late practiec of the Court, in which par':
ties have been compelled to submit their appeals to tho-"
identical judge I1rst ruling against (.hem, with one associate
only, such an innovation would have the advantage of
greater simplicity with equal effectiveness.

A recent decision of ~rr. Justice Judd in the Supreme
Court affirms the invalidity of a deed written in the English
language and signed by Hawaiians, who were. misled iu
regard to its cont.ents. It would be well for land titles if
acknowledging officers should closely int.errogate Hawaiians
who offer deeds for aclmowledgm~nt' ill regard to their. con
tent.'!, and the actual payment of-the consideration named in
the deed. These questions ~f course should be asked by u
person familiar with the native language, and should be
asked so poi~tedly that no deception can be practiced.



WANTED! A POPULATION.

National prosperity is best promoted by a right propor
tion between population and area of available lands.

Land without people is of little or no present value. Our
two or three million acres of good forest, grazing and arable
lands depend in their val ue upon the hands we have to work
them; and as the number of hands is small and growing
less the appraisement of our acres must be in corresponding
low and discouraging terms. So this problem of population
comes to be the question on the solution of which depends
the answer to all oHler national questions,-revenue, trade,
continuance of our institutions of government and independ
ence'itself.

An addition to our population for the sake of enterprises
which are in the need of 'laborers, though Ii. national want,
does not represent our great necessity in its fullest sense.
We want men to restore the balTen and forsaken terraces of

HAWAllAN POLITICS.

'Last week ~ve briefly commented upon some of the causes
alleged for the indifference to political matters manifested
by most of this community. No stronger illustration of the
entrr""e unconcern about matters of public importance
could well, be given than appeared during the last general
elections for the Legislature. This inactive, iliert state of
the public mind is not due to the local causes of climate,

, varied nationalities, or to the temporary residence here of a
large class of the community. Nor do we incline to attrib
ute it to this form of government, for except in the United
States, a Constitutional Monarchy has thus far proved at
least no less successful than republicanism. Even our much
talked-of labor system, on which many would saddle most
of our misfortunes, does not to our mind account for this
strange lack of public interest. The labor system is open
enough to objections, and we shall be glad when it is re
placed by natnrallaws of supply and demand; but the pres
ent class of agricultural laborers is not of sufficient intelli
gence to induce one to regret the smallness of their political
power now.

, We think, however, the difficulty which we have referred
to is sufficiently accounted for by the feeling in the minds of
most' people that nothing can be accomplished in the direc
tion of reform, and that the part of wisdom is to keep'silent
and observe. Forty-six years ago the first bill of rights
wail enacted in this country at Lahaina. A system of law
and government has from that date prevailed here, which is
even yet quite unintelligible to the mll:jority of the Hawaii
an race. For many years a large share of confidence was
reposed by the Hawaiians in the advice of foreigners domi
ciled here, whose aid was relied upon in securing national
integrity and a wise administration of the laws. Of late
years, although most of the educated Hawaiians retain the
same feeling towards foreigners, the race generally have
exhibited a strong desire to engross the political power and
management to thems~lves. The native and foreign races
meanwhile live together in a most friendly way, but the
formet is never acquisitive, is tenacious of little else besides
forms ~nd insignia of power, free from apprehensions for
the future in material wants, and can hardly be expected
to bring about much improvement in a system which is still
so strange and 'unintelligible to their minds. As long as
they continue to seem reluctant to rely on those who are
familiar with the workings of this system of law, perhaps
it isurireasonable to expect progress. Time only and its
teachings will bring about a better state of things.
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a departcd, iudustriolls generation; we want families to re~

people the fertile vallies of our domain, and to own and
love the desolate soil; we want to plant homes everywhere,
-it may be barbarous, half-civilized, half-pagan, but homes
still, fostered by ownership of the land where the roof-tree
springs, foundations of national dignity and strength.

It is practical for us to tempt here from China and Japan
a few hundred homeless, bohemian laborers, by the offer of
wages and advances, but plantation demands will never re
people the country, as we have ascertained by twenty years
of experience and observation; and plantation demands may
be less in the future than in the pallt.

The only way to attract Chinese and Japanese here in any
number, and to make Hawaiians of them when they are here;
is to give them land. We have the land and we want the
men. It is our own fault if ·we persist in going to ruin
without trying to save ourselves.

Enterprises of this character are no experiment; of all
government investments they have been proved to be the
surest and most profitable. The United States give lands
and the people corne by millions; Mormondom advances
passage money and traveling expenses, with the promise of
land on credit, and has built an empire in one generation;
the English Colonies of the South seas, spend money lavish
ly and offer lands for the encouragement of immigration, and
reap large immediate profits besides laying the sure founda
tion of great nations in time to corne,' while we are satisfied
to dwindle without even trying to prevent it, until some day
the original settlement of these islands shall be reversed,
and the survivors,-a respectable canoe load perhaps, will
embark with pigs, dogs and idols-the idols then as now
will be gold and silver coins-for lands ,vhere human lone
liness is less prominent.

It cannot be urged that while encouragement to immigra
tion is possible to continental states, it is impracticable to
island governments. Not a single principle can be adduced
in support. of such a theory, with the exception of the pos
sible argument, which might be urged, that island commu
nities are less enterprising than larger nationalities. The
problem is the same, the needs are the same, and the work
here is more manageable from being simpler and more cir
cumscribed. '..

Let a trial be made to test the practicability of such an
enterprise here. Let l\ thousand suitable acres be selected
and devoted by the government to the experiment. Let it
be surveyed alid divided up into homesteads of from one to
five or ten acres each. Then ·let it be opened to Japanese or
Chinese immigrants, the government landing them here and
taking their promissory notes for the cost of transportation.
Some further assistance would be necessary in the way of
tools and in some cases house material. Let, say, five years
residence and cultivation entitle each settler to a patent for
his homestead in fee.

Now as to the profits of the investment, allowing fifty
dollars for the cost of transporting a man and his wife from
Japan or China, and twenty--five dollars more for expenses
attendant upon settling them in their new quarters, we have
in the first year as returns, taxes amounting to from five to
seven dQllars, an average of nfne per cent on the seventy
five dollars invested; in the next few years, besides taxes,
the benefit to trade resulting from their crops, and the con
sumption of goods by the family. Multiply this by five
hundr~d, or, as a more forcible argument by twenty thou
sand familes, and the general gain becomes important.
This calculation is .,lpon the basis of the non-payment of



Th.e Islan.d ere 19
the promissory notes mentioned above for expenses, and is
profitable enough without their settlement; but a large pro
portion of these notes would be eventually paid, espeCially
if made an encumbrance upon the title of their homesteads.

So much for the immediate money returns of the enter
prise: the greatest profit would be the lallting benefits which
would continually and in an increasing ratio come to the
state from the successful planting of such communities.

Such a trial is .well worth making. The expense would
not be excessive, ·and with any decent management, it could
not be an entire failure.

NEWS.

Local Jottings.-March 25th. Who Bk. Me. Wollaston sailed
for the· Arctic.--2Gth. Suicide of Bob, a Hope Island na
tive, at the Prison, by hanging himself.--General obser
vation of this day (Good Friday) as a holiday.--Sudden
death of Allan W. Judd, of rheumatism of the heart, aged
34 years.--D. K. Parke had his left hand badly injured
through the explosion of a gun cartridge while on a gunning
excursion at Ewa.--27th. Administrator's sale of real es
tate by C. S. Bartow; The land in Manoa Valley containing
about 12U acres was knocked down to W. R. Buchanan for
$230.00, and the three lots on the mauka side of Beretania
Street, corner of Alapai, sold to Aseu for ~1l5.00 each.-
Arrival of Am. Bk. Agate, 60 days from Newcastle, with
coals.--Dep·arture of North German Bk. Unkel Bmesig
for San Francisco, with cargo of domestic produce valued at
$39,403.4G.--A lively contest for supremacy took place at
half past four between Engine Cos. Nos. 1 and 4, in front of
H. M. Whitney's bookstore, with the following result: Six
of one and half a dozen of the other, except on time of let
ting on water, in which. One.:; beat their opponents fair and
square.--Funeral of the late Allan W. Judd.--28th. Ar
rival (outside) of,Am. Who Bk.. James Allen from Kawaihae,
with 150 bbls sperm.--Praise service at Fort St. Church
postponed for two weeks.-.-29th. Bk. D. C. Murray sailed
for San Francisco with cargo valued as follows: foreign
$250; domestic, $28,919.58; transhipped, $4,297.92.-
Am. Who Bk. Onward sailed to cruise, awaiting the arrival

. of the next Steamer.--Invitations were distributed to-day
.from the Marshal's office requiring a number of our promi
nent citizens to "go-a-courting" next week.--30th. Ar
rival of Haw'n. Bk. Mattie Macleay, 22 days from Portland.
--The Band of the Pensacola furnished some very accept
able music at the Hotel, from 7 to 9 P. M.--31st. Credit
sale at H. Hackfeld & Co's., by E. P. Adams.--Aprillst.
April-fools day; no serious practical observation of the
same.--Quarter-day; prompt observance thereof by our
mercantile friends, judging by the exchangings of their
small documents in any and alliocalities.--The recent in
teresting private exhibitions of Dr. ffarkness with the
microscope has induced the circulation of a paper for the
establishment of a :Microscopic Society iu this city, with
funds to procure the necessary powerful instruments.-
2nd. Continuation of credit sale by E. P. Adams, at H. Hack
feld & Co's.--

SCIENTIFIC NOTES.

For a month the whole editorial corps of the ISLANDER
have been vainly struggling with the theory of light which
the wise men of our day generally acknowledge to be the'
,., correct thing." (Possibly because it is so incomprehen-·
sible). It involves conditions which, to our finite minds,
seem absolutely contradictory and impossible. It assumes
that all interstellar space, including this mundane region in
which we live and move and have our being, is pervaded by
something (call it EIther if you like,) "inconceivably more
80lid·and elastic than steel." We proceed to quote: "JFp.ow
ing the relative velocities of light and sound, Sir John Hers
chel calculated the necessary elasticity of the ether (in,
other words, the amount of force which the wave theory of
~igl:it requires to be exerted at each point of space) as one
trillion one hundred and forty-eight billion times the elastic

-. foreQ of ordinary air at the surface of the earth. The 'at-

mospheric pressure is fifteen pounds to the square inch; the
corresponding etheral pressure must therefore be about
seventeen million million pounds, a pressure which Profes-·
SOl' Cooke, of Harvard, translates into the weight of a cubic
mile of granite. The atmosphere counterbalances a column
of mercnry thirty inches high. Could it be demonstrated
in a similar manner, the pressure of the ether would snstain
a column of mercury six times as high as the sun! These
numbers give but an approximate idea of the enormous
solidity of the adamantine something which the earth
sweeps through at the rate of eleven hundred miles a min
ute without resistance. Prof. Jevons justly observes: all
our ordinary notions of matter must be laid aside in contem
plating conclusions like these; yet "they are no more than
the observed phenomena of light and heat force us to ac
cept."

Photographs of a larger size than any hitherto produced
have recently been taken in Paris. They measure four feet
three inches, by three feet four inches, and are obtained in
a single piece by means of large and specially constructed
camera. '

If you wish your children to be blessed with sound teeth,
furnish them with food which is rich in phosphates, and we
believe there is nothing which surpasses oat meal in this
respect. "i'Ve make this statement form motives of pure
philanthropy, and not on account of. any feelings of malice
towards the dentists, or any expectation of being- subsidized
by the grocers.

A LITTLE SHARK STORY, ABOUT A BIG SHARK.
Not long ago a company of young' men were engaged in

sea-bathing not a thousand miles from Honolulu. After
'careering on the snowy crests of the wild ocean waves to
their heart's content, the most returned to the sandy beach,
But one adventuresome spirit, a youth to fame and fortune
not unknown, instead of going in, turned his prow out to
sea and swam out beyond the breakers several hundred
yards from the shore. Being a stranger to the locality, he
troubled not his soul with any apprehension of hidden dan
gers, but with a gay exuberance of life he reveled in the
freedom of the deep,-the crystal sea. Now diving far
down beneath the surface, and then leaping nearly his whole
length out of the water. With many an agile feat, and
many a merry antic he made the blu~ brine boil like a pot.
Suddenly his attention was arrested by the appearance of a
huge gray monster in the water far below him. One glance
convinced him that it was a man-eater of the largest si7:e.
His blood congealed in his veins; his body grew livid with
hopeless terror.. ··Another wild glance showed him the
huge animal rising toward him, his immense round snou't
being almost rlirectly under him. In a full confidence that
that moment was his last on earth, and that he should soon
be in heaven, he threw himself backward with a prolonged
shriek of despair, and with arms and legs commenced
splashing t.he water with such a terrible, superhuman energy
that, in spite of being a good swimmer, he wo,uld very soon
have exhausted himself;' and, shark or no shark, have per
ished by drowning, had not a native who happened to be
near by, supposing he had an attack of .cramp, come to his
rescue. He was pulled ashore in a state of semi-conscious
ness, and after crawling slowly up the beach on his hands
and knees, he was about to offer up a prayer of thanksO'iv
ing his great and incomprehensible deliverance demanded
when he noticed for the first time his companions indulging
in, what appeared to him, most inappropl:iate levity. As
soon as they were able to offer an explanation he learned,
much to his chagrin, that his shark was only a long rock
lying on the bottom in about three fathoms of water. He
postponed his prayer ~ine die.
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NEW LITERATURE.

The Clwislian Union says that Earl Russell, moved per
haps by the excitement caused by the Greville Memoirs, is
about to publish his own recolleetiolls. People who have
had occasion to study the temperament of the Iloble Earl,
will eaBily understand why it is that he does not have the
publication of his memoirs deferred until after his death.
His "Recollections of Americans and American affairs"
will undoubtedly be related with admirable vigor, but with
a noticeable lack of compliments'.

Harpel's are at work on the publication of Dr. Living
stone'tl lAst Joul·nals. They will contain the following
memorandum of Stanley:

"When my spidts were at their lowest ebb the good Sa
maritan was close at hand, for one morning Susi came run
nin~ at the top of his speed and gasped out, 'An English
man! I see him!' and off he darted to meet him. The
American flag at the head of a caravan told of the national
ity-of the stranger. Bales of ~oods, baths of tin, huge ket
tles, cooking pots, tents, etc., made me think 'This must be
a luxurious trav.eler, and not one at his wits' end like me.'
(28th October.) It was Henry Moreland Stanley, the travel
ing correspondent of the New York Hel·cdd. ... ~ • The
news he had to tell to one who had been two full years
without any tidings from Europe mude my whole frame
t.hrill. The terrible fate that had befallen France, the tele
graphic cables successfully laid in the Atlantic, the election
of General Grant, the death of good Lord Clarendon-my
constant friend, the proof that Her Majesty's government
had not forgotten me in voting $1,000 for supplies, and
many other points of interest, revived emotions that had
lain dormant ih Manynema. 'Appetite returned, and instead
of the spare, tast,eless, two meals a day, I ate four times
daily, and in a week, began to feel strong. I am not of a
demonstrative turn; as cold, indeed, as we islanders are
reputed to be, but this disinterested kindness of Mr. Ben
nett, so nobly carried into effect by Mr. Stanley, was simply
overwhelming. I really do feel extremely grateful, and at
the same time I am a little ashamed at not being more
,vorthyof the generosity. Mr. Stanley has done his part
wit.h untiring energy; good judgment in the teeth of very
s'erious obstacles." .

The fifth volume of Kin~lake's History of the Crimean
war is about to be published in England. It will be entirely

, devoted to the battle of Inkermanil.
Mr{ Banerofts's American history was not completed by

his tenth volume, but he is now at work upon still anothe,r.
Eating for Stl'eng/It is the title of ",'lo new cook book by

Dr. Holbrook of New York and is exeitinK much attention.
It is divided ii;to four parts, i. e. "'l'he Science of Eating' ;"
" Receipts for Wholesome Cookery;'? "H.eeeipts for Whole
some Drillks;" and "Answers to Ever-recurring Ques-
tions." It is said to be immeasurably in advance of Amer
ican h01isekeepers iu general.

Dr. Holland's new story, Sev~n Oaks iu process of publica
tion as a serial in Scribnw's MOlltltl.1J is having a great suc
cess, and has necessitated extra editions of the Magazine
every month to supply the popular demand.

THE following article from T1"a-ite SUI' la Pabrication de
SUC'I't:-a new French work' on Sugar-translated by P.
Jones, Esq., of this city, will doubtless be of interest to our
agriculturists. The instrument for ejecting the liquid must
be similar to the Babcock Fire Extinguishers:

"Soluble Sulphides or, as they are sometimes called Sul
phurets, have for a long time been employed in freeing

vine-yards from insects and vermin. Lately, they have
been tried on cane-fields, and, it seems, have answered the
purpose admirably.

If t.he sugar-~ane be watered after sun-set, or on a very
cloudy day with a solution of one pound of sulphide of potaHB
or soda, or of an equal quantity of Bisulphide of Calcium in
100 gallons of water, insects will be destroyed, and the Sul
phuretcd Hydrogen, which will be produced during the
night, effectually drives away tIle vermin it cannot destrCly.

These substances have no deleterious effect on the cane, nor
on vegetable life, if care be taken to water only aHer sunset;
for, under thc influence of the solar rays, the drops of liquid
produce stains on the leaves. But, by employing these so
lutions in tho shade, chemical action takes place very slow
ly, the Sulphides produce Sulphureted Hydrogeu, and a
Snlphide of Potassium of Soda or of Lime, which is quite
innoffensive.

'l'hese solutions at 0.001 or 0.002, can be ejected on the
cane by means of a sII)all pump fastened to a portable zinc
reservoir, for Sulphides arc without action on this metal.

Among all the trials made, this is the only one that has
given a satisfactory result; but even this is not iilfallible in
all cases; for, should a heavy rain-fall take place immedi
ately after the watering, the chemical action would no long
er take place.

We have seen rats and mice entirely disappear from fields
infested with them, after two sprinklings with this solntion."

STRAY THOUGHTS.

ANTICIPATIONS OF urMORTALITY.

" The soul uneasy and confined from home rests and ex-
patiates in a life to come." ,

Believers in immortality indulge in anticipations more or
less cheering. Cicero was a believer in immortality, yet
not altogether without doubts; and he says, "If I err in
believing that the soul is imm6rtal, I err gladly; neither
while I live shall anything w~'est from me -this deliglltful
error. But if in dying I am to lose all consciousness, as cer
tain insignificant (minuti) philosophers teach, I have no fear
that those dead philosophers will ridicule ~ny mistake."

And what were Cicero's anticipations in regard, to the
future life? Hear his own words: "0 happy day, when
freed from this turmoil and confusion, I shall join that di
vine assembiy of souls! For I shall go, not only to the
Jllen of whom I have spoken, but also to my heloved son,
than whom a better man never lived, not ,one who surpassed
him in piety, whose body was burnt by me, when, in the
course of nature, mine should have been burnt by him;
whose sOlll, not deserting me, but looking back, departed to
those places to which I myself .would come. Which great
sorrow I seemed to bear bravely; for I consoled myself by
sUPllosing that our separation would not be long."

These arc the sentiments of Cicero, put into the month of
Cato the Censor. His anticipations were of aJdntellectual
character; elevated indeed, but not to the highest state.
They were fixed UPOIl "a society. ill which was ever.rUling
that mortals should seek, honor, glory, tranquility of mind,
enjoyment.'; These, in his view, were the foundation of a
happy life. But virtue must come in to give perfection to
this happy life. Nor 'w.ere the social affections lost sight of,
so that his antieipatiolls of the future life were evidently
modeled on a society of intelligent, refined, and unselfish
friends.

Mohammed promised his followers a paradise of sensual
enjoyment, and in that anticipation they mnge and revel ac
cording to their divers tastes and inclinations; the ignorant
and young thinkillg of nothing in the future state but animal
enjoyment; the aged and thoughtful looking for purer, more
elevated happi.ness.




