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 Nothing could have been more opportune than our visit, 

as an Epidemic had spread among the Inhabitants similar to what 

is designated in Europe  “Influenza” – one fourth of them being 

affected by the Malady, and they apprehending that it was of a 

dangerous and contagious nature were in great fear.

 The Surgeon of this Ship - Dr. Gunn, had landed with me, 

and we had brought with us a little Medicine Chest I had ordered to 

be prepared at Callao.  I left Dr. Gunn on shore in attendance on the 

Inhabitants until 4 P.M. on Friday the 20th of August, during which 

time he had afforded relief to all the individuals affected, in many 

cases nearly subdued the disease, and by his [kind] and judicious 

treatment, had quite allayed their fears, and given them confidence 

in the remedies he prescribed, compounded, and left to be admin-

istered by an intelligent persons, Mr. Nobbs, the Schoolmaster and 

Minister.  Some new cases appeared on the day of our departure

Dr.
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 Dr. Gunn, is of opinion “that the Malady was attributable 

principally to Atmospheric influence, sultry days being commonly 

followed by damp and chilly Nights – the habitations being slightly 

constructed and the inhabitants too scantily clothed to resist such 

vicissitudes”.

 At the Surgeon’s urgent recommendation, I ordered the 

Purser to supply the Inhabitants with a bale of flannel containing two 

hundred and thirty yards.

 Their traffic with the Whalers visiting the Island being 

chiefly for old clothes, it is obvious that great risk must be incurred 

of their catching Infectious diseases, and therefore the great impor-

tance of introducing vaccination into the Island.

 We endeavoured to obtain some Vaccine Symple for this 

purpose, while at Callao, but failed in so doing.

 The total number of inhabitants we found and left on 

Pitcairn’s, was 110, exclusive of two Sandwich Islanders, who had 

been landed there from an American Whaler with consent of the 

Natives on the understanding that they were to Return to —

by
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by the earliest opportunity.  Many opportunities had offered, but as 

they had conducted themselves well, the Natives had not insisted 

on their leaving.  I however finding that they did not wish the perma-

nent residence of the Sandwich Islanders amongst them, ordered 

that they should positively leave by the next Whaler willing to 

receive them.  Which will probably be the first, as they are powerful 

men and good Sailors.

 Since the Sparrowhawks departure from the Island on the 

9th of November 1839, there has been ten births and two deaths, 

making the number when she sailed 102.

 Twenty four Merchant Ships have visited the Island since 

November 1839.

 I am pleased to be able to contradict the rumour of the 

Inhabitants of Pitcairn’s having been in any way molested, or 

ill treated by the Crews of Ships landing there.  The assembled 

Inhabitants assured me that so far from such being the case they 

had been fairly, honestly, considerately, and kindly dealt with by all 

the Vessels

that
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that had communicated with them, and they expressed great sur-

prise at its ever having been rumoured that Arms were required for 

their protection.

 Notwithstanding their having of late, largely supplied the 

Whalers touching there with Yams, Poultry, Goats and Pigs, they 

seem well, indeed abundantly provided with such food and I was 

gratified to find that they have formed reservoirs for water so as to 

remove apprehension of that indispensable article ever failing them.

 They seem to stand most in want of a Forge, being able to 

make plenty of Charcoal for its use, a hand-mill to grind the Maize, 

which flourishes here, a couple of stout Whale boats, there only 

being one old one on the Island, and their means of communication 

with Ships, or fishing, being in a few very small canoes, able to 

carry one man each.  Clothing also, especially for the Women and 

children is greatly needed.  The variableness of their Climate, and 

their descent from Europeans, demanding, to secure their health, 

far more substantial 

clothing
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clothing than either their native production Tappa, or the flimsy 

calicos which they obtain at a costly rate from the American 

Whalers.

 At present Money is not used by the Inhabitants, the 

standard for valuing what they give and take in barter being, a 

Beef-barrel measure of Yams valued at three hard dollars – but this 

simplicity of traffic is not likely to last much longer, as they often 

find that the Merchant Vessels visiting them, and not requiring the 

produce of the Island, refuse to part with such articles the Natives 

want, excepting for Money.

 The purity of morals, and unsophisticated manners of 

the Natives of Pitcairn’s which so charmed Sir T. Staines when he 

discovered them twenty seven years since, has, unavoidably, under-

gone a disadvantageous change from a new generation having 

arisen accustomed to constant communication and traffic with the 

Crews of English, French and American Whalers.  The Women and 

Children still possess a single mindedness, 

simplicity,
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simplicity, and innocence which I never met with before, and which 

would I fear, be in vain looked for amongst any other English talking 

community – but the men are quite awake to driving a bargin 

looking after their individual interests, and are fond of fermented 

liquors.

 In my opinion, the greatest blessing England could bestow 

on these, her adopted subjects, would be, to frame for them a 

simple code of Laws and provide them with a zealous, intelligent, 

amiable, and pious Pastor (many such are to be found among 

the Church Missionaries) to maintain and nourish in them, those 

religious principles, which had so happily been rooted under old 

Adams’s Patriarchel Government.  They are all Episcopalians.

 While at Pitcairn’s, I had opportunity of referring to Captain 

Beechey’s published Voyage in these Seas, and there learnt 

that the Island I saw on the 17th of August, was “Elizabeth”, or 

“Henderson’s” Island, and had been surveyed by him.

Surely
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Surely British Men-of-War ought to be supplied with the most 

accute Charts that can be obtained – I cannot imagine any 

blame that could have been imputed to me, had I on a dark 

night as the 17th was, run my Ship on an Island lying directly in 

my track, and of the existence of which I had no intimation.  I 

make this comment with all deference, but thinking the Admiralty 

Hydrographer’s attention may be beneficially drawn to it.

 At 5 P.M. on the 20th of August I bore up for Otaheite, 

and after a run of nine days with a fresh Trade wind, I anchored 

in Matavai Bay, on Monday the 30th instant at 4 P.M.

 

●       ●       ●

66

Extract from report 

of Captain Jones 

(H.M.S. Curaçoa) to 

Rear-Admiral Ross

6 September 1841



3-1291

a

b

c

d

e

f

g

h

66

Extract from report 

of Captain Jones 

(H.M.S. Curaçoa) to 

Rear-Admiral Ross

6 September 1841



3-1292

a

b

c

d

e

f

g

h

HM Ketch Basilisk, at Sea

1st August 1844, Lat.23° 12’S

Long: 128.34 W

Sir,

 In obedience to your orders, I have the honor to inform you 

that I visited Pitcairns Island on the 28 July last, where I remained 

until the 31st, during which time I gave all possible attention to the 

state of the Inhabitants and am sorry that it is not in my power to 

make as favorable a report as I could wish.

 I found that the School had been neglected for nearly a 

twelve month as also had the bible classes, the excuse made by 

Mr Nobbs for this was that he had been frequently ill and could not 

attend regularly on that account and on the part of the Natives that 

Mr Nobbs being unable to attend regularly they did not think it worth 

while to send their Children but the truth is that a great jealousy of 

Mr Nobbs exists in the breast of the people as he has no authorised

                authority

Rear Admiral, Richard Thomas

 Commander in Chief

   &c &c &c

    Pacific
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authority over them and his Moral Authority is very little.  I have 

caused the School to be re-established under the Regulations which 

I enclose and which I made all the Inhabitants agree to and had 

them also inserted in their Law Book and I think I may say that they 

will be attended to at least until another Man of War arrives.

 Whilst on this Subject if I might be permitted I would 

recommend strongly to Her Majesty’s Government that a Governor 

should be sent to the Island as the want of a person in authority is 

beginning to be much felt, the patriarchal form of Government which 

existed in times past not being so applicable now on account of the 

many different families and consequently interests now prevailing in 

the Island.

 I think that a Clergyman or Missionary of the Church of 

England would also be of great advantage as the people are fast 

falling into a State of carelessness on Religious points which if 

 suffered to go on much longer it would be very difficult to arouse 

them from.

                Should
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Should the Government think fit this Gentleman might bear a 

Commission as a temporal Governor also.

 On the subject of the presents which the Government 

have thought proper to send them I have the honor to enclose a list 

which according to their own account would be more acceptable.  I 

would recommend that the presents above alluded to should not be 

distributed equally as has hitherto been done but should be given 

as payment for the construction of works of public utility and as 

rewards for good behaviour.

 The Island is still well capable of producing sustenance for 

the Inhabitants but the time must come when it will no longer be so, 

on looking over the chart I observe that the Bassin Islands which 

appear of good size are uninhabited, they perhaps would be an 

advisable place to transport the surplus population and I think also 

that these Islands might be of use in other ways to Great Britain on 

account of the increasing trade in these and the China Seas.

 I have the honor to enclose a List of the births marriages & 

deaths 

                    which 
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which have taken place since the departure of Her Majesty’s Ship 

Talbot.  I also enclose the Copy of a Commission which I gave to 

the Chief Magistrate pending your approval as many disputes have 

arisen between the Inhabitants and the crews of Whalers whom I 

have recommended the Inhabitants for the future to exclude from 

their Village though not from the Island.

 Before concluding this letter I would again take the liberty 

of pressing on the notice of the Government that this interesting 

people should no longer be left without more efficient Authority to 

control them.

I have the honor to be, 

Sir

Your most obedient 

humble Servant

  (Signed) 

H. S. Hunt

        Lieutt. Commander
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Laws relating to the School at Pitcairn agreed to by all the 

Inhabitants in Council

1st.  There should be a School at Pitcairns Island to which all the 

people should be obliged to send their Children who must be able to 

repeat the Alphabet and be of the Age from two to 14 Years.

2nd.  Mr Nobbs shall be placed at the head of the School assisted 

by such persons as shall be named from time to time by the Chief 

Magistrate.

3rd.  That the School shall be from Seven O’clock till Noon all days 

except Saturdays and Sundays and except such times as the Chief 

Magistrate shall think fit.

4th.  That a quarter dollar per month, or an equivalent as marked 

below shall be paid for each Child by the Parents whether the Child 

attends School or not; in case Mr Nobbs shall not attend School 

the Assistants appointed by the Chief Magistrate shall receive the 

Salary in proportion for the time Mr Nobbs may be away.

Equivalents for Money

1      Barrel of Yams or Potatoes ~ value two dollars

                                  3
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3 Good bunches of plantains ~ One dollar

1 days labour ~ half a dollar.

  The Chief Magistrate will see that the labour is well per-

formed and that any goods which may be given as an equivalent for 

money shall be delivered either at the Market place or at the house 

of Mr Nobbs as he shall direct.

   (Signed)   [H.S. Hunt]

List of Presents most required by the Inhabitants

 Fishhooks and lines, (a large quantity) Blankets, Spades, 

lead, Medicine, Strong Cloth, Saws, Chisels, Planes, Hammers, 

Nails, Two inch Irons, Three Whip Saws, & a few Steel pens.

   (Signed)    H.S. Hunt.

67

Lieutenant Com-

mander Hunt (H.M. 

Ketch Basilisk) 

to Rear-Admiral 

Thomas

1 August 1844



3-1303

a

b

c

d

e

f

g

h

67

Lieutenant Com-

mander Hunt (H.M. 

Ketch Basilisk) 

to Rear-Admiral 

Thomas

1 August 1844



3-1304

a

b

c

d

e

f

g

h

 List of Births, Marriages and Deaths which have taken 

place since the departure of H.M. Majesty’s Ship Talbot

 Births –  Males –  five

  Females – four

 Marriages – One

 Deaths – Two

Number of Inhabitants at Present

 Males –  58

 Females –  61

 Total –  119

Number of Ships Which touched at the Island During the same period

 American – 25

 French – 3

 British –  6

 Total – 34

                           (Signed)   [H.S.Hunt]

By Henry S. Hunt Esqre.

Lieutn. Comr. of Her Britiannic

Majesty’s Ketch Basilisk

& Senior Officer present

You are hereby authorised to act 

in
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in the capacity of British Commercial Agent between the Natives of 

this Island who may have any Negotiations with the Master, Crew, 

or passengers of any Vessel of whatsoever Nation she may be 

which may call off this Island.

 You are also given the power to prevent the landing of any 

person or effects from the above vessels which you may think to be 

detrimental to the well being of the Island.

 Any person disobeying the Authority hereby granted to you 

will be held responsible for so doing.

  Given under my hand onboard the 

  said Ketch, off Pitcairns Island 

  this 31st July 1844.

  (Signed) Henry. S. Hunt.

To the Chief Magistrate

 (for the time being)

        of Pitcairns Island

   hereby appointed

    Commercial Agent 

     at Pitcairns Island
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14 Jany. Lord Lyttelton

 I cannot but think that this matter of Pitcairn’s Isld has been 

practically dealt with too much with reference to the Romantic and the 

Picturesque.  Here are 119 persons living on a small Island in the midst 

of the Pacific, of no more use to the Nation at large, than if they were 

settled in the Interior of Africa.  Yet we are constantly making them 

Presents, sending Ships to visit them, permitting Naval Officers to make 

a sort of code for their Government, & to appoint rulers over them; and, 

now, one of those Officers recommends that a Govr. shd. be appointed 

and a Missionary sent out to take care of this little hamlet which has, 

already, become too populous for the subsistence of its Inhabitants.  My 

own opinion is that the kindest & wisest thing wd. be to convey them all, 

as opportunity may offer, to New South Wales, the nearest British Colony 

or to New Zealand, where they might be very useful.  The original story 

of the settlement & of Adams, the Patriarch of it, was so curious & was 

so impressively related in the Quarterly Review that the Settlement has 

been nursed as a kind of pet or favourite – an amusement in which a 

Nation can hardly indulge itself for any length of time without doing much 

[unmixed] harm.

     [James Stephen]

I do not know the original history & should be glad to be referred to it.  

This proposal is a proposal to found a new Colony.  We cannot undertake 

it; but we ought not to return a simple negative & I should be glad to learn 

whether [there] any advantages [derived] [from] the occupation of this isle 

to set-off agt. the obvious objections – before making the offer Mr Stephen 

suggests.

     [William Gladstone] Jan 15.

15 Jany Lord Lyttelton 

 The story will be found in the 45th Vol. of the Quarterly Review 

pages 70-82.  I know of no advantages promised by the occupation of 

the place, if there be any it must be as a Naval Station on which head 

information cd. be obtained from the Admiralty.

     [James Stephen]

over
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I think we must inform the Admty that I do not anticipate permanent 

good from the continuance of this small community upon the island, 

and I am not disposed to advise H.M. to appoint a Govr. for it.

 I lean to Mr Stephen’s opinion, preferring however N.Z. to 

N.S.W. – in N.Z. they would I conceive have much greater — for 

maintaining their associations & traditions as in some [degree] a 

separate community which they might & at the same time totally 

within reach of civil protection & of the ordinances of religion.

 There are however objections to expatriation of every kind.  

And on the whole I think it but first to make known the [substance] 

of this communt to the Society for Propn. of the Gospel, the Church 

Miss. Society or both - & inquire whether they are disposed to do 

anything.  If they reply in the negative, then I think we shd. — of 

the burden of a free passage to NZ & of a promise to make some 

arrangements there for their reception.

 Let Mr Stephen see this & unless he [demures] write to the 

Admiralty and (in the first instance) to the S.P.G.

     [William Gladstone] Jan 19

4

1           2         3
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