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98.   Captain Dyke (H.M.S. Comus) to Admiralty, advising of murders on Pitcairn Island committed by H.A. 
Christian 
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99.   Admiralty to Colonial Office, enclosing Captain Dyke’s letter regarding H.A. Christian matter
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(Subject.)
                                   

                                        Pitcairn Island

Murder of C. Warren & 
her child by H.A. Christian

       Copy letter from the Capt. of the ‘Comus’ representing desire of  
  governing body for removal of Christian.

(Minutes.)

    Mr. Cox.

This report is sent to us merely “for the information of the S. of 

S.”, but §5  is virtually a request for instructions –

I have managed to find a copy of the Pitcairn Laws and 

Regulations – (See Appendix 2 of Admiral de Horsey’s letter of 

the 17th Sept 1878).  They make no provision for murder – on 

the other hand the magistrate is given jurisdiction in ‘any case 

brought to his notice’, i.e. a jurisdiction wider than the extent of 

the Laws & Regns :  he can also enact laws of his own authority.  

It follows therefore that the objection to trying & punishing the 

murderer is not so much a legal as a sentimental one (assuming 

of course that the Pitcairn code is legally valid) –

The man cannot be removed to Fiji for trial, as the Island is not 

within the limits of the W. Pacific Order in Council.

        C.T.D  20/1              

100

Colonial Office 

minutes regarding 

reports of murders 

by H.A. Christian

20 January 1898 - 

14 February 1898
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100.   Colonial Office minutes regarding reports of murders by H.A. Christian
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Mr Wilson

 Will you pass this onto Mr Cox.  I do not 

know whether Pitcairn Isld has ever been formally* 

delared part of HM’s Dominions.  If it has then it 

would be a Colony by settlement, and, presumably, 

and not be a place ‘where the Admiral or Admirals 

have or pretend to have Power Authority or Jurisdn’, 

so that we could not try this murderer under 46 

GEO III Cap 54.  The only offence hitherto known in 

Pitcairn Isld appears to have been fornication.  The 

only thing to be done is for the Islanders to try him 

according to their constitution & if he is condemned 

to be hanged, the Admiral might allow the sentence 

to be carried out by the Commander of one of HM 

Ships.

   [Anderson]

   2.2

Mr Cox

 The passages referred to by Mr 

Anderson in his marginal note above make it plain 

that Pitcairn island is a British Colony & formally 

admitted to be part of H.M.’s Dominions.  The law-

making power is (at all events was at the time of 

Admiral de Horsey’s visit in 1878)

100

Colonial Office 

minutes regarding 

reports of murders 

by H.A. Christian

20 January 1898 - 

14 February 1898

*See p. 138 of the “Mutiny in the 

Bounty”.  It appeared that the Br. 

Flag was hoisted by Capt. Elliott 

in 1838, & the passage quoted 

on p. 140 seems to remove any 

doubt.
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vested in the ‘magistrate and chief ruler in subordination to HM the Queen 

of Great Britain’, who administers his enactments with the advice and 

assistance of two Councillors.  According to this desp., however, the 

Governing Body now consists of 5 persons of whom one Alfred Young is 

President.

 There is no law for murder; fornication, theft and profane 

language being the only crimes contemplated by the Island’s code.

 Under these circumstances (as we could not try the murderer 

under 46 Geo III c 54 (or 57 Geo III c. 53) and it ? is scarcely practical to 

bring him to this country to stand his trial)  should not the Chief Magistrate 

be directed to enact a penalty for murder, and then try the accused with 

the assistance of the other members of the Governing Body?  Or if it is 

undesirable that this should be done, ex post facto; as the Magistrate has 

jurisdiction ‘in any case bought to his notice’, the trial might be carried 

out without any legislation (as the Islanders ? must be held bound by 

British Law after the date of settlement) and if Christian is sentenced 

to death, the execution might, as Mr Anderson, suggests be carried out 

on board one of HM Ships by the Commander?  (If Mr Mahaffy were in 

the neighbourhood, he would know what to do!)  As the case is probably 

unique, I am inclined to advise that it should be referred to the L.O.

[H.F. Wilson]

              8/2

Mr Wingfield,

This case should, I think go to the Law Officers.  It is clear that under §9 

of 24, 25 Vict c 100 this murder, having been committed on land out of the 

U.K. could be tried in England & therefore if the captain had brought both 

prisoner & witnesses into the Thames the case could have been disposed 

of at the Central Criminal Court.  I very much doubt whether this is not the 

only course that can be

100

Colonial Office 

minutes regarding 

reports of murders 

by H.A. Christian
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pursued.  I certainly do not think that any ex post facto law should 

be passed to deal with the case.  The Pitcairn islanders when they 

settled in this island in 1789 took with them the law of England and 

the law against murder existing at that time is, I apprehend, still 

in force there, it has not been affected by the subseqeunt English 

consolidation Acts of 9 Geo IV c 31 (1828), and 24, 25 V c 100 

(1861) see Lord Blackburn’s useful summary of the law on this 

point in Lauderdale Peerage case (L.R. 10 App Cas p 745.)  The 

laws actually in force in Pitcairn island do not deal with murder, 

nor is there any court save that of the magistrate sitting alone a 

tribunal entirely unfitted to try this case.  I do not think that we have 

any satisfactory copy of the Pitciarn laws, the appendix to 7639 

gives one code, the book, which gives those earlier dates gives 

another.  Neither copy of course has any authority legally, but we 

may assume that no law against murder or tribunal for trying such a 

case exists.  Pitcairn Island is outside the limits of the Pacific Order 

in Council of 1893 (see §4(2) and I do not think we could give an ex 

post facto direction under that Order including Pitcairn island though 

it may be necessary to provide for future cases in this way.  It is not 

possible to issue a commission under 46 Geo III c 54 or 57 Geo III 

c 53 because the former Act deals with places outside H M 

Dominions, & the latter with cases arising within the jurisdiction of 

the 

100

Colonial Office 
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14 February 1898

[3-1449]



4-1625

a

b

c

d

e

f

g

h

100

Colonial Office 

minutes regarding 

reports of murders 

by H.A. Christian

20 January 1898 - 

14 February 1898

[3-1449]



4-1626

a

b

c

d

e

f

g

h

Admiralty & this murder was committed on land within H M 

dominions (see p140 of the book).

              I am therefore of opinion that this case must be brought to 

trial, if at all, under the provision of §19 of 24, 25 V c 100, but that 

the case should go to the L O asking them

(1) Whether this procedure can be adopted.

(2) Whether, Pitcairn island is a British settlement, & if so 

whether the laws against murder in force when it was 

settled in 1789 apply in it & if so whether under that law 

& what specific provision of that law this murderer can 

be tried & whether before the magistrate or what other 

tribunal.

(3) Whether an order could be made under the British 

Settlements Act 1887 or under the Pacific Order in Council 

1893 to provide for the trial of this case, & whether there is 

any objection to this course being taken ex post facto.

(4) Generally what course should be adopted to secure the 

punishment of this particular offence, & (? to provide for 

the punishment of these offences in future.)

[H.B. Cox]

Feb 10 ’98

 We must consult L.O. as proposed.

100

Colonial Office 

minutes regarding 

reports of murders 

by H.A. Christian

20 January 1898 - 

14 February 1898

The second paragraph - 
appendix to 7639 seems to give 
some appellate jurisdiction to 
Captain of British Ship           

I doubt asking this.  The British 
Settlements Act — seem to  
apply
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I see no other way of trying the murderer than that of 

bringing him to England with the witnesses for trial at 

the Central Criminal Court. 

      [E. Wingfield] 14 Feb

   Answer as proposed

    [J. Chamberlain] 14/2

100
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Rules to be observe by Harry Christian

                                                                     March 1 1898

1st Broundry set by Parliament for Harry Christian at home.

2. Sleeping house.  Harry Christian will be allowed to pass on 

either side of said house when going and coming from the 

closet house (W.S.) Bathing house and Kitchen.

3. Harry will not be allowed to sit under the Tree except in case 

of sickness granted by the guard if see fit.

4. Closet house W.S. Bathing house.  Harry will not be lottiring 

about said places except for necessary work.

5. No carpentering should be done by him in the work shop, nor 

will he be allowed to go there at day or night time.

6. He will not be allowed to hold conversation with any one, on 

any subject, only with his parients brothers and sisters, and 

guards.

7. He will be expected to be in side of the house at 7 (Seven) 

o’clock at night, his window must be firmly locked at the same 

hour (7 o’clock) at 6 (six) o’clock, in the morning they may be 

open for venterlation.  The door leading into the room will be 

kept open untill such time as the guards see fit to close when 

the guards is abesent the door must be locked.

101

Extract from records 

of Island Parlia-

ment:  “Rules to 

be observe [sic] by 

Harry Christian”, 

1 March 1898
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8. At half Pass nine o’clock (9½ clock) Harry will be in his room, 

no one will be allowed to go into the room except the one in 

charge and in case of necessity.  All in the family is allowed to 

say and do any thing they wish to him, it is their privilege to do 

so.  If the guards think best for him not to retire at the stated 

hour they may have the power to hold him.

●       ●       ●

101
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of Island Parlia-

ment:  “Rules to 
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102.   Law Officers (Attorney-General Richard Webster and Solicitor-General Robert Finlay) to Colonial Office, 
regarding H.A. Christian case

102
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103

Colonial Office 

minutes regarding 

Law Officers’ advice 

on Harry Christian 

murder case

7 March 1898 - 

9 March 1898

(Subject.)

Pitcairn Island Murder

   Recommends that the case be met by an extension of the   

  scope of the W.P. O.-in-C.

(Minutes.)

Mr Cox

Mr Wingfield

 

 The L.O. say that Christian could be tried (a) in England under s 9 of 24 & 25 

Vict c 100 or (b) in Pitcairn I. under the law existing in England when it was settled 

by the Chief Magistrate if the community consented, but that the former [impedient 

would] be inconvenient? & the latter procedure [would] be anomalous.  They therefore 

recommend that the S of S should give a direction under §6 of the Pacific O in C 1893 

which will bring [Pitcairn*] I. within the scope of the jurisdiction conf[erred by] that O 

in C, and that such direction might — any other islands which it may be thought — to 

place under that jurisdiction.  They further — that, notwithstanding such direction is 

given — commission of Christian’s crime, he [could] be [tried and] condemned or oth-

erwise punished by a court [constituted] under such extended jurisdiction (see §49 & 

60 of the O in C). ?Proceed accordingly. (I annex the O in C which provides (§6) that 

the S of S may direct an extension of jurisdiction by ‘any instructions given to the H.C. 

& published as the S of S thinks fit’.)

*They don’t say this, but it is presumably implied.

        [H.F. Wilson]

                 7/3    P.T.O.

[*Text here and below obscured by tape on original document]
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103.   Colonial Office minutes regarding Law Officers’ advice on Harry Christian murder case
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103

Colonial Office 

minutes regarding 

Law Officers’ advice 

on Harry Christian 

murder case

7 March 1898 - 

9 March 1898

Mr Wingfield  

The Order under §6 will have to be retrospective and I should think it 

had better be approved by the LO before issued by the S/S.  The dept. 

had better consider whether any other island should be included.  I 

suppose now the procedure will be after the issue of the order to send 

a warship to Pitcairn to bring the murderer & witnesses to Fiji.  This 

seems better than sending the Judge to Pitcairn – see §66, 78.  No sen-

tence of death can be carried out till the High Commissioner confirms 

the sentence (§80).  The Commander of the Comus (Captain Dyke) to 

whom the murderer confessed must be present as a witness & ar-

rangements will have to be made by the Admiralty for this.

 The first thing to do is to prepare the Order under §6 and sub-

mit it to the LO.  Then write to High Commissioner & Admiralty.  ?So 

proceed.

   [H.B. Cox]

     7 March 

Mr Anderson

Are there any other islands which it has been proposed to bring within 

the jurisdiction under the Pacific O in C?

    [E Wingfield] 8 March

Mr Wingfield.

  No.  Pitcairn is our only possessn. beyond 149°.30 W 

Long.

   [Anderson] 8.3

 We must I think act upon the L.O’s advice.  The trial should 

certainly take place in Fiji – the Judicial Commr. could not be spared 

for an indefinite time to go to Pitcairn Island and the sentence would 

have to be executed in Fiji - it will be an expensive business and will 

take a long time

I agree 

[E. Wingfield]

see §18 of order

& §60, 89

It may be that he has 

confessed to other 

persons

[E. Wingfield]

He has, to 5 mem-

bers of the governing 

body including the 

President

[H.F. Wilson]

But he told the com-

mandant [what] he 

had done with the 

bodies wh: [were] 

never found

[H.B. Cox]
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103

Colonial Office 

minutes regarding 

Law Officers’ advice 

on Harry Christian 

murder case

7 March 1898 - 

9 March 1898

but it would not do to leave the murderer unpunished.

 Prepare draft Instructions as proposed

   [E Wingfield] 9 March

I agree.  But having regard [to the long delay] I think we must give the 

HC a hint [to commute] the sentence (if it is [so], death) [to a] long 

imprisonment.  It is against [English] precedent to execute a death 

sentence [after] so long a delay.

   [J. Chamberlain]  9/3



4-1641

a

b

c

d

e

f

g

h

103

Colonial Office 

minutes regarding 

Law Officers’ advice 

on Harry Christian 

murder case

7 March 1898 - 

9 March 1898



4-1642

a

b

c

d

e

f

g

h

104

Colonial Office to 

Law Officers regard-

ing Draft Instruction 

to Western Pacific 

High Commissioner

28 March 1898

 

      28th Mch 98

Gentlemen,

  With refce to yr report of the 4th inst, re-

specting the case of murder which has occurred at Pitcairn 

Isld. I am directed by Mr Secy Chamberlain to transmit for 

yr conson the dft of a desp. and an Instruction which he 

proposes to address to the High Commissioner for the W.P. 

in ac-

Law Officers
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104.   Colonial Office to Law Officers regarding Draft Instruction to Western Pacific High Commissioner
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104

Colonial Office to 

Law Officers regard-

ing Draft Instruction 

to Western Pacific 

High Commissioner

28 March 1898

cordance with the recommendations in the 3rd & 4th paras. 

of yr report under refce.

Mr Chamberlain wd be glad to be informed whether you 

consider the dft desp. & Instruction proper and sufficient for 

the purpose, and if not that you will indicate what modifica-

tions you think desirable.

 [Apended]

Copy of yr report and a 

copy of the W.P. O in C. 

are enclosed.

 [Anderson]

 [H.B. Cox]
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105

Colonial Office 

minutes regard-

ing Instructions to 

Western Pacific 

High Commissioner

6 April 1898 - 

7 April 1898

(Subject.)

Pitcairn Island Murder Case

  Approves draft Instns to HComr & despatch subject to alterations   

  made in red ink.

(Minutes.)

Mr H.F. Wilson   

   C.T.D 6/4

 Mr Cox, 

      The L.O. say that it is not necessary to ante date the exercise of the juris-

diction under the Pacific O in C on the ground that though the procedure initiated by 

the direction comes into play only from its date, crimes committed before can be tried 

under it.  They have therefore struck out the words ‘as from the 1st January 1897’ both 

from the dft instruction to the HC and the dft desp.

      ? Now send both out as amended & ? print the LO’s letter & instruction as 

they may be useful hereafter.

      [H.F. Wilson]

       6/4

Mr Wingfield

          ? So proceed          

             [C.P. Lucas]  7

                    

  [At once]

        [E. Wingfield] 7 Apl

    The instruction will 

require Mr Chamberlain’s signature

  (not stamp)
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11 Apl 1898

Sir,

 I am directed by Mr Sec. Chamberlain to transmit 

to you, to be laid before the L.C. of the Treasury, copy 

of a letter from the Admy. covering a report from the 

Commanding Officer of H.M.S. “Comus” upon a double 

murder recently committed by one H.A. Christian at 

Pitcairn Island in the S. Pacific.

 Their Lordships will observe from the accompa-

nying copy of a desp. which after

106

Draft letter from 

Colonial Office to 

Treasury regrading 

costs of H.A. Chris-

tian trial

11 April 1898

The Sec. to the                 
Treasury
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reference of the case to the L.O. of the Crown, it is 

proposed to address to the H.Cr. for the W.Pacific, 

that it is intended to remove the murderer to Fiji for 

trial in the Court of the High Commission.

 Their Lordships are aware that a small provi-

sion is made in the Colonial Service Vote for the “Ju-

dicial Expenses” of the W. Pacific High Commission 

owing to the distance between Pitcairn & Fiji, the ex-

pense connected with [the] trial must inevitably entail 

an excess on next year’s Vote; but as at present it is 

impossible for this Dept. to frame an estimate of the 

exes which will be incurred.  The High Commr. will be 

instructed to make such arrangements in conjunc-

tion with the Naval Authorities as may ensure that 

the proceedings may be conducted with the strictest 

regard to economy, and

106

Draft letter from 

Colonial Office to 

Treasury regrading 

costs of H.A. Chris-

tian trial

11 April 1898
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to furnish a statement of the probable expenditure as 

early as possible.

 In the meantime, in view of the importance 

of maintaining law & order & of executing justice in 

the outlying parts of H.M’s dominions, Mr Ch. has no 

doubt that their Lordships will agree to the necessary 

expenses of the trial being charged to the W. Pacific 

Vote.

    I am ~

    [C.P. Lucas]

106

Draft letter from 

Colonial Office to 

Treasury regrading 

costs of H.A. Chris-

tian trial

11 April 1898
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Island to convey the Murderer and such witnesses as may be 

required within the jurisdiction of the Court of Fiji in accordance 

with the provisions of Articles 18, 60 and 89 of the Order in 

Council.  

6.  I have requested the L.C. of the Admy to instruct the C in C 

on the Austn Station to communicate with you as regards the 

arrangements to be made on this head, and the trial should take 

place in the Colony at the earliest date which may be found 

practicable.

7.  I enclose for your infn & guidance, copy of a corresp. with the 

Treasury from which you will see the conditions on which their 

Lordships have allowed the exes of the trial to be charged to the 

W. Pacific Vote. 

   I have, &c.
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Pacific Order in 

Council 1893

3 May 1898



4-1659

a

b

c

d

e

f

g

h

107

Draft letter from 

Secretary of State 

(Chamberlain) to 

Western Pacific 

High Commissioner 

(O’Brien) enclosing 

Instructions to bring 

Pitcairn within the 

jurisdiction of the 

Pacific Order in 

Council 1893

3 May 1898



4-1660

a

b

c

d

e

f

g

h

108

Draft letter from 

Colonial Office to  

Admiralty

4 May 1898

4th May 1898

Sir,

     I am directed by Mr Sec. Ch. to ack. the rect 

of your letter M/286 of the 14th Jan. last transmit-

ting copy of a letter from the Commanding Officer 

of H.M.S. ‘Comus’ reporting on his visit to Pitcairn 

Island & giving an account of a double murder com-

mitted there in June last by one H.A. Christian.

The Sec. 

[of] the Admy
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108

Draft letter from 

Colonial Office to 

Admiralty

4 May 1898

2. It appeared to Mr Ch. desirable, in the inter-

ests of law & order in the Pacific, that the murderer 

shd. be brought to justice, & owing to the peculiar 

circs of the case it was found necessary to con-

sult the L.O. of the Crown as to the best method of 

achieving this object.

3. From the accompanying copy of the corresp. 

which ensued, the L.C. of the
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108

Draft letter from 

Colonial Office to 

Admiralty

4 May 1898

Admiralty will see that the L.O. have recommended 

that Christian shd. be removed to Fiji for trial, & that, 

in order to give the Court of the High Commn jurisdic-

tion in the case, directions should be issued by the 

S. of S. bringing Pitcairn Island within the scope of 

the Pacific O. in C. of 1893.

4. Copies of the desp. & Instructions which have 

been addressed to the H.Cr
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108

Draft letter from 

Colonial Office to 

Admiralty

4 May 1898

in accordance with the recommendations of the L.O. 

are enclosed for their Lordships’ infn.

5. Mr Ch. trusts that their Lordships will be able 

to instruct the C. in C. on the Australian Station to 

make arrangements with the High Commr for the 

removal of the prisoner & the necessary witnesses to 

Fiji.

6. The exes of the trial will be charged to the W. 

Pacific Vote.

  I am 

  [H.B. Cox]
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110

Colonial Office 

minutes regarding 

proposal to send a 

Judicial Commis-

sioner to Pitcairn

31 May 1898 to 

7 June 1898

(Subject.)

Pitcairn I.

Trial of Christian.

  Suggests sending a Judicial Commn to the    

Island instead of taking the prisoner & witnesses to Fiji.

(Minutes.)

Mr Cox,

The Admiralty raise difficulties as to the proposed method of trying 

Christian, which they say will involve one of HM’s Ships going twice to 

Pitcairn (1) to bring Christian & the witnesses to Fiji & (2) to take the 

witnesses back after the trial is over.

 They ask the S of S to consider whether it might not be pos-

sible to send a special Judicial Commissioner to the Island, after it has 

been brought within the scope of the Pacific O in C, to hold the trial on 

the spot, which would necessitate only one journey of a ship of war, 

and would, they think, be more conducive to a satisfactory result.

 On 5084 Mr Wingfield said the trial must certainly take place in 

Fiji, as the Judicial Commissioner could not be spared to go to Pitcairn, 

and the sentence would certainly have to be carried out in Fiji.  But I 

think the O in C enables the Admiralty’s plan to be substituted for the 

one originally proposed, and already communicated to the High Com-

missioner in the desp. in 7650.

        P.T.O.

[4-1639]

[4-1657] - 

[4-1659]



4-1671

a

b

c

d

e

f

g

h

110.   Colonial Office minutes regarding proposal to send a Judicial Commissioner to Pitcairn

110
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110

Colonial Office 

minutes regarding 

proposal to send a 

Judicial Commis-

sioner to Pitcairn

31 May 1898 to 

7 June 1898

 Art. 8 (2) of the O in C provides for the appointment by the High Commissioner of 

a Judicial Commissioner “for particular purposes or for a particular time”, being a person 

of legal knowledge & experience, when the attendance of a Judicial Commissioner hold-

ing office is impracticable or would be inconvenient.  Art. 66 provides that “where a 

person is charged before a Court elsewhere than in Fiji with a crime punishable with 

death … the court, on being satisfied by information or evidence on oath that there is 

reasonable ground for putting such person upon his trial for such crime (which could be 

supplied in this case by Captain Dyke, to whom the man confessed) shall, if arrangement 

can be made for his trial, at or near the place where he is charged, by a Judicial Commis-

sioner, arrange accordingly ” …  The trial by Art. 68 should be by the Court with asses-

sors, unless the prisoner consents to be tried summarily without assessors.

 The only difficulty that I can see in adopting this method is that the Pitcairners 

might be unwilling to act as assessors, but they seem to have taken a very proper view of 

the case hitherto, and I don’t think a failure of justice need be apprehended on that score 

and by art. 98 assessors can be dispensed with if absolutely necessary, or may ‘belong to 

a British ship’.

 There is no doubt that the plan proposed by the Admiralty would be far less 

expensive, and would cause much less dislocation of Pitcairn business.  The Chief Mag-

istrate of the Island & another senior member of the Council might act as assessors or 

some of the officers of the ship which takes the Judicial Commissioner.  If Christian was 

convicted and (as Mr Chamberlain suggested) the death penalty commuted for a very 

long term of imprisonment, he could be taken back to Fiji & there imprisoned under Art. 

78.  On the whole I am inclined to favour the Admiralty’s suggestion, unless any [grave] 

reason can be discovered against it.

      [H.F. Wilson]  4/6

I think we must act as the Admiralty desire.

? (1) Inform Admiralty that this will be done

 (2) Inform the High Commissioner & ask him to take the necessary steps on arrival of the 

ship at Fiji.

As to the Judicial Commissioner, has the High Commissioner a spare man? Had we not 

better direct him to nominate a man & shall we send some one from here or Australia.

      [H.B. Cox]/6 June

Mr Wingfield

[4-1641]
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110

Colonial Office 

minutes regarding 

proposal to send a 

Judicial Commis-

sioner to Pitcairn

31 May 1898 to 

7 June 1898

 I agree - my chief reason for proposing that the accused should 

be tried at Fiji was the difficulty of providing a Judicial Commr.

 Write to Admy as proposed.

 Telegraph to High Commr. the change of plan and say that 

if Berkeley cannot be spared he must appoint a Judicial Commr. ad 

hoc under s 8 – and if there is no one in Fiji whom he can appoint he 

should ask Govr. of N.S. Wales to recommend some one.

   [at once]

      [E. Wingfield] 7 June
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111

Draft letter from 

Colonial Office to 

Admiralty regarding 

proposal to send a 

Judicial Commis-

sioner to Pitcairn

9 June 1898

9th June 98

Sir

I am directed by Mr Secy. Chamberlain to ack. the 

rect. of yr letter M/4647 of the 30th ult. respg. the trial 

of H.A. Christian, who committed a murder in Pit-

cairn Island last June.

I am to request you to inform the LC. of the Admy 

that Mr Ch. sees no objn to their proposal that a 

Secy to Admy

[4-1668]
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111

Draft letter from 

Colonial Office to 

Admiralty regarding 

proposal to send a 

Judicial Commis-

sioner to Pitcairn

9 June 1898

Judicial Commission shd visit Pitcairn & try the case 

there, in order to avoid the expense wh. wd. be 

involved in transporting the prisoner & witnesses to 

& from Fiji; and I am to enclose for their Lordships’ 

infn a copy of a telegram which he has accordingly 

addressed to the HCr. of the W.P.

    I am,

    [H.B. Cox]
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In the name of Her Majesty, Victoria, of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland 

Queen, Empress of India, &c., &c., &c.

              By His Excellency Sir George Thomas Michael O’Brien, Knight   

                 Commander of the Most Distinguished Order of Saint Michael and              

             Saint George, Her Majesty’s High Commissioner for the Western Pacific.

To:   Hamilton Hunter, Esq.,

 Chief Police Magistrate of the Colony of Fiji

By virtue of the power and authority in me vested by the Queen’s Most Excellent 

Majesty I hereby constitute and appoint you to be a 

Judicial Commissioner 

And for so doing this shall be [your] sufficient authority & warrant to proceed to Pitcairn 

Island, and there to try a charge of Wilful Murder that has been preferred against one 

Harry Albert Christian, Pitcairn Island; and also to proceed to the Island of Raratonga, 

there to hear and determine the cases specified in the Schedule hereunto annexed.

In accordance with the provisions of the Pacific Order in Council, 1893.

Given at Suva, Fiji, this       day of                  one thousand eight hundred and ninety - 

   

   By Command,

    Secretary to the High Commission.
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In Her Britannic Majesty’s High Commissioner’s Court for the 

Western Pacific held at Pitcairn Island on the 29th and 30th days 

of August 1898.

Regina 

                                    v                          Murder

    H.A. Christian  }
Copy of Notes of Evidence
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In Her Britannic Majesty’s High Commissioner’s Court for the 

Western Pacific at Pitcairn Island                                           

Monday 29th Aguust 1898

Present – Hamilton Hunter

 Judicial Commr.

Proclamation read bringing Pitcairn Island under the Western 

Pacific Order in Council.

John [Trewin]                    - Writer on board H.M.S. Royalist – acting  

                                           Registrar

John Henry [Spurrel]         - Sergeant of Marines, Office of the         

                                           Court.

Court formally opened

Preliminary Inquiry

Regina     Murder at

     v     Pitcairn on

Harry Albert Christian }  19th June 1897

Charge read to the accused.

Witnesses for prosecution.

1. William Alfred Young - Sworn

2. Arthur Young - “

3. Daniel Christian - “

4. Beatrice Young -  “

5. Alice Butler - “

6. Samuel Young - “

7. Vieder Young - “
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8. Agnes Warren - Sworn

9. Sarah Grace Young - “

10. Lottie Warren - “

11. Eunice Christian -  “

12. Philip Coffin -  “

No witnesses for the defence.

Accused committed to take his trial on a charge of having, murdered 

one Clara Warren, at Pitcairn on the 19th day of June 1897.

Owing to the difficulty of taking the witnesses to Fiji, it is ordered 

that the trial take place at Pitcairn Island on Tuesday the 30th day of 

August 1898, at 10 o’clock in the forenoon.

 Accused duly notified to that effect.

 (Sgd.) Hamilton Hunter

                J.C.
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    Thursday 30th August 1898

Present       Hamilton Hunter

         Judicial Commissioner

Regina     

     v     Murder

Harry Albert Christian }  

 Plea – “Not Guilty”

Walter H. J. Pym – Paymaster

John C. T. Glossop – Lieutenant

both of “H.M.S. Royalist” sworn in as assessors

William Alfred Young – sworn.

I reside at Pitcairn.  During the year 1897, I was President of the 

governing body.  I remember the 19th of June last year.  It was a 

Saturday.  On the 20th it was reported to me that a girl with her child 

were missing from her house.  Search was made in the forenoon by 

certain members of the community.  It was reported to me later that 

the search for Clara Warren had ended in finding some traces of 

something having been killed.  The place is known by us as “Isaac” 

– just below the village.  After this was reported to me I went 

114

Copy of Notes of 

Evidence, Harry 

Christian murder 

trial

29 August 1898 - 

30 August 1898

 Tuesday
?
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down to Isaac.  I saw traces of what appeared to be human hair 

sticking to the rocks, close to a hole into the sea, and traces of 

something having been dragged to the hole – blood was splattered 

here and there over the rocks.  I followed the traces back again, 

and saw blood splattered about along the ascent, coming up the 

rocks.  The first signs of blood commenced above the cliff, towards 

the village.  There was more blood there than on the rocks.  The 

blood was covered with broken branches and weeds.  Whoever did 

it covered up the blood purposely.  To the best of my recollection 

I told someone to collect the hair.  It appeared as if someone had 

been killed there.  The mother and others reported Clara Warren as 

missing.  The mother told me she could not find her daughter.  After 

we failed in finding any trace of the body, the mother she said she 

feared that her child had been killed, and said she feared she had 

been killed by the accused.  After seeing the place and examining 

the traces, I sent for the accused.  I told him  
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he was suspected of murdering Clara Warren.  He acknowledged 

that he had.  I asked him why he did it?, and he said she had asked 

him to put an end to her life.  I then told him that if he had left her 

to take her own life, she would be living today.  On my telling the 

accused that he was suspected, he told me voluntarily that it was 

true.  There was no compulsion.  I then asked him if he did it? and 

he acknowledged it.

By the Accused - 

I did not force the confession out of you.  I cannot say how often I 

asked you the question.

William Alfred Young – continues.  

The accused confessed again at a later date in court, to myself and 

the court assembled.

By the accused - 

I did not know that you were sick on that occasion.

By the Assessors - 

Robert Buffett, Arthur Young and Daniel Christian were present 

when accused confessed to me.  Sandford Warren was also 

present.

Arthur Young – sworn –

I live on Pitcairn – I remember

114

Copy of Notes of 

Evidence, Harry 

Christian murder 

trial

29 August 1898 - 

30 August 1898



4-1697

a

b

c

d

e

f

g

h

114

Copy of Notes of 

Evidence, Harry 

Christian murder 

trial

29 August 1898 - 

30 August 1898



4-1698

a

b

c

d

e

f

g

h

Sunday the 20th June last year.  On that day I went down to “Isaac” 

with Alfred Young, Daniel Christian, Alice Butler and Beatrice Young.  

Alfred Young asked me to go with him to see the place.  The women 

told me before we went down, that something had been dragged 

down there.  When I got down I saw some spots of blood, some 

hair, and a strip of cloth covered with blood.  It was calico.  I did 

not examine it.  The rocks were splattered with blood, and hair was 

sticking to the rocks.  I then went up the hill and saw some blood on 

the grass and dry leaves.  I did not see any signs of a struggle, but I 

saw some bushes broken down.  It appeared to me as if something 

had been dragged down the cliff, by the dry leaves with blood on 

them.  I picked up some of the hair and gave it to Daniel Christian.  I 

was present when the accused was questioned by Alfred Young.  I 

do not know how often he was asked.  His confession was made in 

the school room.  Alfred Young, Daniel Christian, Robert Buffet and 

Sandford Warren, were present.
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Accused has no questions to ask.

Daniel Christian -  sworn.

I remember the day that Clara Warren disappeared.  On Saturday 

the 19th of June 1897.  On Sunday morning the 20th it was reported 

that she was missing.  I heard it from her mother.  I was called by 

Alfred Young to go down to “Isaac”.  I went.  Alfred Young, Arthur 

Young, Beatrice Young and Alice Butler went with me.  I saw on the 

rocks by a hole some traces of blood and some hair.  We collected 

what we could from the rocks, and followed on the traces of the 

blood.  It looked as if something had been killed and dragged down 

to the hole.  We followed the traces of the dragging until we got 

to the top.  The marks on the top of the cliff appeared to be as if 

something had been killed there.  It was among thick bushes, and 

they were all spattered with blood round the place, and the bushes 

were broken down.  I brought the hair we collected up to Clara 

Warren’s mothers house.
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This hair produced (Exbt A) is the hair I took to Clara’s mother’s 

house.  I was present when the accused said that he had killed 

Clara.  He said it to Alfred Young.  Accused did not answer the 

question when he was first asked, but afterwards confessed that he 

had killed Clara.  Alfred Young, Herbert Young, Robert Buffet and 

Sandford Warren were all present.  They represented the Governing 

body.  The confession was made voluntarily.  He said she used to 

ask him to kill her.  Accused was a cousin of Clara Warrens.  He 

was also the father of her illegitimate child.  

Accused has no question to ask.

Beatrice Young – sworn.

Live on Pitciarn.  I remember the 19th of June last year.  It was a 

Saturday.  The day that Clara Warren was missing.  On the Sunday 

about noon I went down with Alice Butler to a place called “Isaac”.  

We went there because Clara’s mother told us it was no use our 

going on the hill, but that Clara was down
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the other way.  That she had a strong presentiment that Clara was 

down at “Isaac”.  The first thing we saw was blood, near a cave.  

There was blood on the ground, and some on a stump of a tree, as 

if something had been thrown down from above.  Earth had been 

thrown on the stump of the tree to try and conceal the blood.  We 

then went toward the cave and saw a footmark of a man’s bare foot.  

The foot mark was on the edge of the cave.  We then saw marks as 

if something had been dragged down towards the sea.  There were 

marks of blood.  There was a small cave below the big one.  There 

were some bushes pushed into this cave with blood marks on them.  

We then followed the track where something had been dragged to 

the sea.  We saw blood all the way, and a piece of calico of a light 

colour.  We also saw hair, a woman’s hair, on the rocks, near the 

blood.  The calico looked like a piece of a woman’s dress.
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We did not touch the cloth.  We then went back to the top of the 

rocks and saw blood marks, and the traces of something having 

been dragged through the bushes.  At the top the bushes and grass 

had blood on them, and there were signs of a struggle.  The piece 

of cloth we saw was exactly like the skirt produced (Exbt B).  We 

then went home and reported what we had seen.

Accused has no question to ask.

Alice Butler – sworn.

I remember Sunday the 20th of June going down with Beatrice 

Young to search for Clara.  We first saw blood near a cave below 

“Isaac”.  Blood was on the ground and on the tree.  We saw the 

marks of a man’s foot, bare footed.  I also saw marks of dragging.  

There was blood along the track.  We also saw a piece of cloth 

of a light colour.  It was calico.  I saw Clara Warren on Saturday 

morning, she was dressed in a light calico dress”.  The dress 

produced (Exbt B) is like the one she wore on the 19th, it is also
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like the piece we found on the rocks.  We then came up to the top of 

the cliff, and saw blood.  The bush was broken down, and also saw 

marks of something having been dragged along.  There was blood 

along the track.  

Accused has no questions to ask.

Samuel Young – sworn.

I live at Pitcairn.  I remember Thursday the 20th of June last year.  I 

went down to “Isaac” on the afternoon of that day.  I saw traces of 

blood, and saw as if something had been dragged along.  I picked 

up a sleeve link, it was all covered with blood.  I gave it to Arthur 

Young.  I had seen the sleeve link before.  I had seen the accused 

wearing it.  I cannot say whether it was his.  I had never seen 

anyone else wearing this sleeve link.  I then returned home.  

Accused has no questions to ask.

By the Assessors –

In September or October I was present when the accused was 

questioned by Alfred Young.  He admitted that he had killed Clara 

Warren.  This was in the goal while accused was under arrest.  I 

cannot say how often
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he was asked.

Accused has no questions to ask.

Arthur Young - recalled by the Court.

I remember Samuel Young giving me a sleeve stud, I threw it away.  

It was full of blood and had some hair round it.  I do not know whose 

it was.

Accused has no questions to ask.

Vieder Young - sworn.

I remember the disappearance of Clara Warren.  I was about a 

hundred yards beyond “Isaac”, four days after Clara disappeared.  I 

saw a piece of cloth lying on the rocks.  My sister who was with me 

went down to pick it up.  I identify this skirt (Exbt B) as the one my 

sister picked up.

Accused has no questions to ask.

Agnes Warren - sworn.

I was the mother of Clara Warren.  I identify this skirt (Exbt B) 

produced, I helped to make it.  It belonged to my child Clara 

Warren.  She was wearing it on the day that she disappeared.  I 

identified this hair produced (Exbt A) it is Clara’s hair.  My brother 

sent me the hair.
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The skirt was brought to my house while I was ill.  I last saw Clara 

alive about four p.m. on the 19th.  I left her at home and came to 

the meeting.  I never saw her since.  Clara told me herself that the 

accused had threatened her life.  That is what made me suspect 

him.  The accused told me himself that he had killed Clara and the 

child.  I charged him with it when he was in gaol.  He denied it.  I 

told him it was no use, not to lie.  He then looked me in the face and 

said, “I killed them both”.  Albina Young was present, no one else.

By the Accused.

I am sure you told me.

Sarah Grace Young - sworn.

I live in the nearest house to “Isaac”.  I remember the afternoon of 

Saturday the 19th of June 1897.  I was sitting by my house reading 

about 4.30 p.m.  I heard a noise as if of someone in distress.  It was 

a woman’s voice screaming.  I heard two screams.  I heard a girl 

singing on the edge, nearer to me than the place where I heard the 

screams.
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I sent two of the children down to see what it was.  They returned 

and said they did not see any one.  I saw Lottie Warren running 

away from where I heard the singing.  I did not see either the 

accused or Clara Warren that day.  

Accused has no question to ask.

Henry Buller Beatty - sworn.

Staff surgeon on board H.M.S. Royalist.  I have examined the hair 

given to me this morning in Court (Exbt A).  It is human hair.  This 

specimen has not been torn out of the head.  No roots apparent.  I 

should say from the texture that it is a woman’s hair.  

Accused has no questions to ask.

Albina Young - sworn.

I remember going to the prison with Agnes Warren.  There was no 

one else there except the accused.  Agnes went in and asked the 

accused to forgive her for having spoken against him.  He forgave 

her.  She then asked him whether he had put Clara to death?  he 

said that he had.  I did not hear anything about the 
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child.  On Saturday the day that Clara disappeared, about 4.30 in 

the afternoon, I heard a loud noise - a woman’s voice calling for 

help.  I also heard a child cry.  The noise came from the direction of 

“Isaac”.  I did not see any one that afternoon.

Accused has no questions to ask.

Lottie Warren - sworn.

I remember Saturday the 19th of June last year.  In the afternoon, 

after the meeting, I went down near Sarah Young’s house, near 

Isaac.  I was down there singing.  I heard nothing.  I saw the 

accused.  He was on the top of the bank at Isaac.  I did not speak 

to him nor he to me.  I ran away.  I ran because accused looked 

fearful. looked savage.  He had on a dark cap, light shirt, and dark 

trousers.  He was coming up from Isaac.  I went down after the 

meeting.  I saw Clara Warran that morning.  When I saw accused he 

had some clothes under his arm.  

Accused states -   I had no clothes under my arm that day.

By the accused-
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I am sure you had clothes under your arm – Something fell out of 

your hand and you picked it up.  I am sure you had something in 

your hands.

By the Assessors -

Accused was about twenty yards away from me when I saw him 

with the clothes under his arm.  I do not think that the accused saw 

me.

Eunice Christian - sworn.

I identify the dress produced (Exbt B).  I found it on the rocks on 

the other side of “Isaac”.  I took it home, and then took it to Agnes 

Warren’s house.  I found this dress not very far from “Isaac”.

Accused has no questions to ask.

Adelia Young - sworn.

I knew Clara Warren.  I know the  accused.  I heard the accused 

threaten to kill the baby.  He told me that he was going to kill the 

baby.

The Accused states - 

I do not remember that I threatened the child’s life.

Phillip Coffin - sworn.
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I remember Saturday the 19th of June last year.  I remained at home 

that afternoon from Church.  I know Clara Warren and the accused.  

I saw Clara Warran that afternoon about 3.30.  She was sitting at 

the corner of her sister’s kitchen.  Accused lives quite close there.  I 

spoke to Clara, asked her why she did not go to church?  She said 

she had to stay and mind the child.  I saw the accused at the same 

time at his cook house.  I saw him making signs to Clara Warren.  I 

then went down to accused’s house.  I saw Clara come down  and 

go towards her house.  Accused then came in and said to his father 

“well I think I will go and see Aunt —.  She is very ill.”  He went 

into his room.  I cannot say how he was dressed.  I then left.  I saw 

nothing more of either of them that afternoon.

Accused has no questions to ask.

 Case for Prosecution.

Accused says:

I have no statement to make.  No witnesses to call.
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Case summed up to the Assessors.

Assessors asked their opinion.

Walter H.J. Pym -       “Guilty”

John C. T. Glossop -   “Guilty”

Court concurs with the verdict.

Accused when asked why sentence of death should not be passed 

upon him? says – “I do not know what to say”.

 Accused sentenced to death.

  (Sgd.) Hamilton Hunter

   Judicial Commissioner

 I confirm the sentence of death.

  J.M. O’Brien

  High Commissioner

   Octr 4th 1898.
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115.   Admiralty to Colonial Office, enclosing “Report on Pitcairn Island” by Captain Dyke (H.M.S. Comus)
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116

Colonial Office 

minutes regarding 

report of Captain 

Dyke

17 June 1898 - 

24 June 1898

(Subject.)

Pitcairn Island

 [Sends] report on visit of the “Comus” in Nov ‘97.  Telm has been sent   

as to providing ship to carry judicial commission.

(Minutes.)

Mr Cox

    ? Send a copy of Capt. Dyke’s Report with the Admiral’s covering letter to the High 

Commr. asking whether he has any obsns to offer as to the condition of the Islanders 

& the means of improving it.

      C.T.D  24/6

	 saying that there seems to be some ground for considering whether it is well 

to continue leaving the islanders so entirely to themselves as hitherto & asking him to 

inquire & report whether any improvement seems feasible.

  Dft. for conson 

        [At once]     [—] 

       24 June

Mr Lucas will like to see this paper.
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