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Cover Story: As martial law enters
its 11th year, so does the resistance
movement against the US-Marcos
dictatorship. After the assassination
of Aquino,the movement has broad-
ened and intensified with the partici-
pation of more sectors and the com-
plete polarization of the political
spectrum.
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~ How long will the struggle last? How soon will the US-Marcos regime

EDITORIAL

Present prospects

The people have risen. Over a decade-long experience of gripping poverty,
brutal repression, and bloody terrorism has burned up their hatred for the
regime. Hatred turned into revulsion. Revulsion turned into upsurge of anti-
fascist demonstrations unprecedented in scope and frequency. And the
upsurge now rocks the dictatorship.

A storm in the national capital region has indeed begun. And in the midst
of the current upheaval, a central question emerges to the fore: Can the urban-
centered protest movement bring about a decisive victory for the people?

It must be clarified at the onset that the Marcos regime is neither a neo-
phyte nor a pushover in the political arena. It is backed up by a 250,000-
strong military force . It institutionalizes its coercive rule through the power
of decrees, laws, and judicial fiat. It is propped up by the strongest imperi-
alist world power which is also its main beneficiary -- the US.

The dictatorial apparatus of the US-Marcos regime dominates the entire nation.
In the national capital region, the seat of the reactionary state is also found
the strongest concentration of the regime’'s military forces. This feature defines
the limits of protest struggle in this part of the country.

While there is a need for anti-dictatorship forces to persevere in militant
struggle in Metro-Manila, it would be foolhardly at this point to encourage
widespread armed confrontation. To do so is to invite disaster. Not until
the people’s armed forces in the countryside have gained enough strength to
lay a siege around the capital and the city’s population sufficiently prepared,
will the outbreak of armed uprising lead to a decisive victory for the people.

Notwithstanding its defensive character, the urban struggle has to be fully
developed to wring crucial democratic concessions, heat up the fighting mood

, of the people, and hasten the regime’s political isolation.

777 Along this line, the current upsurge of urban protest struggles constitutes

| a great leap forward. National democratic forces must therefore seize this
excellent opportunity to advance the Philippine revolutionary struggle.

To sustain and heighten the open protest movement, the mental Prowess

of the people must be chanelled! towards vigorous organizing activity.
Legal associations, clubs, societies, unions must mushroom in work places,
offices and residential areas. Existing ones must be strengthened and imbued
with a democratic political orientation. This must be accompanied with
thoroughgoing studies of the basic problems of the Philippine society and
the correct strategy in the struggle against the dictatorship. Broad legal
organizations provide the channels for drawing the committed and disci-

. plined participation of multitudes in democratic political activities.

" Building the revolutionary underground is equally important. Secret
cells, groups, committees are indispensable schools for training people in
revolutionary work. They provide the medium too for organized support
for the advancing auerilla war in the countryside and the fallback in case of
a full-blown fascist terror in the city.

The need to forge closer unity of all forces fighting against the dictatorship
must be emphasized. In the legal sphere, unity and cooperation can range
from a common stand on a specific demand to a comprehensive program for
the promotion of national freedom and democracy. In the underground
sphere, the NDF program - with its clear-cut anti-fascist, anti-imperialist and
anti-feudal objectives -- can serve as the basis of unity. The door remains
open, however, for cooperation among the various progressive forces on
specific operations that could hasten the regime’s overthrow. While
differences in specific and long-range political viewpoints are bound to
occur, actual performance in the struggle against the dictatorship and in
advancing the people’s interests should be the main gauge in distinguishing
the pseudo from the genuine anti-fascist forces.

fall? How soon will the people’s democratic coalition government rise
to replace the moribund dictatorship?

Nobody can exactly tell. But to be sure, in the city and in the country-
side, in armed and non-armed struggles, in the homefront and abroad, so many
qains -- and promises -- have unfolded lately in so short a time. People’s
victory is drawing closer, indeed much closer now than in arry time past.
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COVER STORY

On September 21, the 11th anniver-
sary of the declaration of martial law,
under a heavy sky that threatened to
break out in heavy rain, 300,000
Filipinos gathered at Liwasang Boni-
facio and, with clenched fists andin
one voice, recited the above pledge.

On that occassion proclaimed as
a National Day of Sorrow, an unpre-
cedented number of office employees,
executives, businessmen, lawyers,
doctors, artists, housewives—-middle-
class Filipinos~ were united with
workers and students in denouncing
the Marcos regime which had for so
long denied the people their free-
dom and democracy and which had
just committed one of its flagrant
crimes, the assassination of oppo-
sition leader Benigno S. Aquino Jr.
The gledge captured the fighting
mood of the Filipino people that
flared up in the wake of the
Aquino murder. -

Each one had his reason to be
there that early afternoon. For the
students and workers, the Aquino
slaying was the latest in the regime’s
long list of political murders. For
the middle class, it was an eye-opener
and bitter lesson on the unmitigated
violence of the Marcos dictatorship.
For the legal opposition, it was a
blow to their hope for a fair and
peaceful competition for state power.
For all of them, it was the last
straw that broke the years of silence
and painful endurance of oppression.
And for all of them too, it was the
spark that inflamed each cne’s sense
of patriotism and yearning for fres-
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1, Limﬁang Bonifacio: A mammoth crowd of 300,000 whipping up a storm of struggle

»,

Upang lalong marinig ang tinig ng sambayanan
Hindi ako magsasawalang-kibo

Makikimi o magtitimpi

Hindi ako papipigil sa takot.

dom. * :
The mammoth rally at the Liwa-
sang Bonifacio made kindred souls
out of the hundreds of thousands of
people who had felf the iron hand
of the dictatorship in various ways.
Thousands of marchers who gathered
in four points in Metro Manila were
greeted by commuters who clapped
their hands and shouted words of
support and encouragement. Govern-
ment employees, who were ordered
to report for work on an occassion
dubbed by Marcos as a “working
holiday” came out of their offices to
wave and clap at the jubilant marchers.
Motorists, whose cars were decked
with yellow ribbons, blew their homns

in a gesture of solidarity, The dem-
onstrators were socially diverse: young
students and old matrons, workers
and businessmen, nuns and socialites,
the poor and well-to-do. This
prompted one participant to com-
ment: “Now Marcos should really
start to worry.”

At the plaza, the few hundreds of
people who gathered at noon swelled
to thousands, and then to hundreds of
thousands as marchers flowed down
from Quezon Bridge and the Sta. Cruz
over their streamers of red, yellow
and black billowing like waves in a sea
of humanity. They squatted on the
plaza’s pavement and those who could
not find anymore space, climbed on
the shoulders of the bridges and on
the branches of trees. So thick was
the crowd that none could move with-
out stirring the others about him.

For four hours, the crowd listened

- of their crowds.

A fresh wind blows

Anti-dictatorship movement takes a dramatic turn following Aquino’s murder

to the representatives of the workers,
students, legal opposition, media,
church people, artists and relatives of
the victims of political repression as
well as to Cory Aquino, the slain
senator’s widow.

Elsewhere in other main urban
centers of the country, simultaneous
mass actions were held. These demons-
trations were just as historic as the
Manila rally in the size and diversity
In Cebu City more
than 100,000 protesters assembled to
vent their fury at the dictatorship.
In Angeles City, 10,000 people held
a prayer-rally at the city cathedral.

ter the mass, they marched around
the city proper and converged in a
sports complex to listen to political
speeches of opposition and mass
leaders. In Zamboanga City, a
downpour did not stop 5,000 people
from attending a memorial rally for
Aquino. Students of the Ateneo de
Zamboanga, government employees
and concemed citizens ignored the
rain and raptly listened to Mrs. Aurora
Aquino, mother of the slain senator
Similar outpourings ot grief and
anger took place in Cagayan de Oro,
Bacolod, Davao and Baguio City.

People vent anger

Although anger over the Ag:ao
assassination rankled in many of the
speeches at Liwasang Bonifacio it

 was striking to note that indignation was

now turning to more fundamental
and far-reaching issues principally
the continuing rule of the repressive
regime and the major ills plaguing
Philippine society.

One by one, the speakers decried
the various forms of injustices suf-
fered by various sectors and called
on the entire people to end Marcos’
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| v campus: Rising student unrest; Ay

ave: Scene of new forms of protest

tyranical rule. The representatives
of progressive people’s organizations
with a more developed political
orientation denounced the Reagan
administration for precipitately
absolving the Marcos government of -
guilt in the assassination. They
pointed out that the government’s
intensifying repression of the people
has always been abbeted by the US
whose overriding concem is the pro-
tection of its strategic military and
economic interests in the Philippines
and in the Pacific region.

Statement of various sectoral
organizations strongly condemned the
Marcos regime, Said the Manggagawa
Para sa Kalayaan ng Bayan (MAKA-
BAYAN). “Hindi na bago sa aming
mga manggagawa ang ginawang pag-
paslang kay Ninoy. Matagal na
kaming biktima ng karabasan at pa-
nunupil,

Said a lawyers’ group, the Move-
ment of Attorneys for Brotherhood,
Integrity and Nationalism, Inc. (MA-
BINI): “The general, spontaneous
and massive demonstrations of oppo-
sition to the Marcos government from
all sectors of society signal the impend-
ing collapse of the present dictatorship.
We could only hope and pray that its
death throes do not entail further
suffering to our already beleaguered
nation.”

Said the artists, who banded to-
gether under the organization of the
Concerned Artists of the Philippines:
“The bullet which ended Aquino’s
life has at the same time further ex-
posed the gaping wound festering
Philippine society.”

Said the teachers through the
Association of Concerned Teachers
(ACT): “The arrogance of power
displayed by the present regime is
made possible only by the unflinching
US government support in exchange .
for the subservience of our patri-
monial rights to its big business and
military interests. For this reasons,
the US government (cannot) exoner-
ate itself from the acts of tyranny
committed against Ninoy and our

people.” ;

Said the businessmen who recently
organized themselves into the Associa-
of Businessmen for Aquino (ABA):
“The reign of greed and injustice
still goes on.” ;

Rage heightens

Throughout the demonstration
waved, placards and streamers, some
of them outraged (Stop military
abuses! ; Marcos, killer!; Marcos re-
sign!) while others were mocking
(Fernando, magkano ang Commision
mo?; Rolly Galman: A brief en-
counter with history; Bakit ako--
Rolly; Marcos, Imelda, dalawa na
lang kayo; ‘Mamaga sana ang mukha
ng nagpapatay kay Ninoy!) Punc-
tuating the intervals between the
speakers’ speeches were the slogans, .
“Marcos, Hitler, Diktador, Tutal >
and ““Ibagsak and diktadurang EU-
Marcos!

Towards the end of the rally, a
military helicopter hovered over the
crowd, provoking curses and other
signs of defiance. As the chopper
whirled a little lower, the people °
blurted out curses even more loudly
to make sure that its passengers got
their message. :

* After reaffirming the collective
vow to end the tyrannical regime,
the rally was declared close at 4:45
p-m. The people marched home,
their tired bodies somehow assuaged
by the sounds of “Ang Bayan Ko”
that was playing in many downtown
jukeboxes that late afternoon.

But for a big number of rallyists,
the ventilation of anger against the
regime was not yet over. About
15,000 marchers proceeded to Men-
diola to let the dictator know first-
hand what the people truly felt
about him. The march started out
peacefully but soon broke out into
violence ,when the demonstration
ended, at least 11 persons had been
killed, more than a hundred injured
and over 60 people arrested, many
of them beaten up even before
reaching police headquarters. (See

or displaying posters of Aquino.

. what have been taken from us,” one

_actions and marches started with the

related story)

But the mass actions were not
confined to Mendiola that night.
While the carnage was being per-
pertrated by the regime’s fascist
troops on the streets leading to
Malacanang, many Metro Manila
residents ventured out of their houses
and sounded out their hatred for the
regime in a noise barrage that lasted
until the wee hours of the moming.

Major roads were lighted up by
blazing tires while protesting resi-
dents lined the streets. Govern-
ment vehicles sent to monitor the
situation could not get through any
street without waving yellow ribbons

At Espana St. in Manila, angry
residents stoned the Kadiwa center,
an impact project of the dictator’s
wife, Imelda. The people disarmed
the security guard and brought out-
the goods. “The govenment called it
looting but we were just retrieving

resident said. However, while govern-
ment properties like the Kadiwa building,
traffic lights and signs and iron rails
were attacked or destroyed by angry
crowd, privately-owned grocery stores
and business establishments did not
suffer a single scratch that night.

The gathering ‘storm
Some said that the rash of protest

slaying of Benigno Aquino Jr. Most,
however, correctly pointed out that
the Aquino murder provided the spark
that tumed an accumulating heat into a
deadly explosion. It would be recalled
that immediately pror to this upsurge,
open mass campaigns against the re-
gime’s repressive policies and laws like
the Presidential Commitment Order
and against the renegotiation of the
US-RP military bases agreement had
already started to draw broad partici-
pation and support. ;
For years, the Filipino people have
been the victims of the most vicicus
forms of political viclence that were
covered up and refurbished with the
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. communists; bombings were instigated

most outrageous lies. Kidnappings
and killings were straight-facedly ex-
plained away as the handiwork of the

and consistently blamed on the “rad.
icals”; forced evacuations of entire
barrios were denied and dismissed as
malicious rumors. ;

The capricious and arrogant use of
power by the husband-and-wife tandem
spared no one, not, even their prospec-
tive son-in-law- Tommy Manotoc who was|
ordered kidnapped last year in an :
attempt to block his marriage to a
Marcos daughter. Meantime, key
government and military officials
including their lowliest “alalay”
could avail of immunities from the -
law so long as they have access to the
powers-that-be. And the ordinary
citizen? " He can be shot down like a
dog with nary a fuss.

So welk known is the regime’s
underhanded tactics that when news
of the murder at the airport on Aug.
21 broke out every Filipino knew
who did-it. Unfortunately for the
regime, the people were not to take
its latest and most brazen crime
lying down. The murder snapped,
their last thread of patience and with
it, the dictator’s lease on life. As
one protester’s placard aptly put it
“Nagalit ang bayan sa baba ng loko-
ban.” i

The endless line of mourr ers that
trekked to the wake of the slain
senator augured the immense turnout
of participants in the funeral pro-
cessions in the following days when
the body was transferred to the Sto.
Domingo church in Quezon City and
then to Tarlac and then back. And
when the late senator was finally
buried, two million people -- the
biggest crowd in the nation’s history--
lined up the street not just to mourn
but to voice their anger.

They let the rain pour freely on
their bodies, shunning umbrellas
(“Si Imelda lang ang nagpapayong’’)
and stayed on. It was the anger in

the people’s eyes, the willingness to "~

wﬂk tﬁe 10 miles from the church

" to the burial ground, that set the

Aquino funeral apart from all other
past funerals for national leaders.
The Magsaysay funeral procession,
which many recalled was also at-
tended by a large number of people,
was easily overshadowed by the pro-
cession of Aug. 31. ;

Days after Aquino was buried, a
fresh wind of revolutionary vigour
swept the ranks of the students.
Protest boycotts were declared in
several schools: The University of
the East, University of Sto. Tomas,
National University, University of -
the Philippines, Lyceum Univeisity,
Far Eastern University, Manuel L.

Quezon University, Mapua, Ateneo, '

Maryknoll, San Beda College, De
La Salle University, Arellano Uni-
versity and Feati. Not since the
First Quarter Storm had students
from so many schools launched
one boycott after another over a
burning issue.

Even as the people grieved and
protested, they closed ranks and
took steps to organize themselves
for the purpose of ending once and
for all the dictatorship. Organiz-
ations that represented various
sectors and (folitical beliefs got ~
together and formed the Justice
for Aquino, Justice for All move-

ment.

In its Sept. 21 statement, JAJA
said it was pursuing its quest for
justice and retribution, holding
the Marcos regime accountable
for the murder of Aquino and
all other victims of political re-
pression.

The alliance presented the fol-
lowing demands: 1) the end of
Marcos’ rule and in its place, the
establishment of a truly democra-
tic government; 2) a halt to mi-
litarization and ‘all acts of repres-
sion and terrorism; and 3) the as-
sertion of the people’s full sover-
eignty and resistance to all forms
of alien control and domination.

JAJA, whose 64-strong affil-
iate organizations ran the gamut
of students , workers, profession-
als, and legal opposition parties
as well as business groups and
housewives’ associations, was con-
venedon Aug. 28. But efforts
towards its formation started
five days back when concerned
citizens took the ix;itiaoﬁ&e)oto‘
mobilize a targette ,000 peo-
ple to participate in the transfer
of Aquino’s body from his
house on Tin;les st. to Sto. Do-
mingo Church.

A phone brigade was launched
and press dispatches were issued.

On Aug. 25, 9 am., organizers
were astounded to see tens of
thousands of people waiting out

in the streets, ready to take part
in the procession. The crowd
rapidly thickened as thousands
more walked to the church. By
the time the body reached Sto.
Domingo, the participants’ number
hamnen topat least 80,000.

As the number of people in the mass
actions grew, so did JAJA’s member-
ship. Diverse as the alliance’s members
were, they agreed that Aquino’s mut-
der should propel a movement that.
would seek the restoration of democ-
ratic rights. They also stressed the
importance of achieving this goal in
a peaceful yet militant way and saw
to it that every rally, symposium and
procession was conducted in a manner
that would not give the military room
for precipitating violence.

The worsening political isolation
of the regime took another dramatic

[ turn as managers, middle-level exe-

cutives and rank-and-file employees
of private corporations- with the
approval of their employers -- joined
the open protest movement.

While a Press Freedom March was
being held in Intramuros, Manila, an
unexpected massive and novel show of
protest erupted for the first time in
Ayala ave., the business and financial

Legal opposition: Heading for more progressive options; Aquino funeral: A march for freedom and justice
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hub of the country. Thousands of
Ayalaemployees took to the streets
demanding justice, the restorationof
demociacy and the resignation of
Marcos. As they marched past
swanky offices, confetti shredded
from the yellow pages of telephone
directories and ribbons cut out from
toilet paper were strewn from the
tall buildings. Like captives

. rushing out to freedom, the ebul-
lient demonstrators had a festive
time lambasting the dictator and his
wife. They marched down the
streets, flashing with their fingers
the L-sign, meaning Laban or Fight
-- a gesture that has come to des-
cribe their temper more than the
tgolitical party it originally stood
or. ;

In a desperate effort to soften
the impact of anti-government rallies
sweeping all sectors of the people
in the metropolis, Metro Manila Gov.
- Imelda Marcos directed the holding
of a pro-regime rally. The rally, set
for Sept. 20, was to be attended by
government employes dressed in
civilian clothes to make it appear
that they were ordinary citizens.
Families of military men from East
and West Rembo, a community ad-
jacent to Fort Bonifacio, were also
conscripted. Money equivalent to a
two-day salary (about P60) was the
come-on for attending government
employes.

Rally organizers, however, made
the dire mistake of holding the demons-
tration in the same place which just saw
the most feverish protest action in re-
cent years, Ayala ave. in Makati. The
rally leaders, were unprepared fc
shouts of “Tuta! Tuta!” and “Mag-
kano ang ibinayad sa inyo?” Some
of the rallyists like coerced Metro
Manila Commission employees and
metro aides were distracted when
coins and xeroxed copies of paper
bills were thrown at them. Bags of
water and urine, garbage and cigarette
buttsscon followed and in a few
minutes, the demonstration was over
as the paid rallyists scampered away.
Amti-government demonstrators
then took over the streets. They
marched around the business center
shouting their disgust for the regime.
The following day, Sept. 21, a dele-
gation from Makati joined the assembly
at Liwasang Bonifacio.

No turning back

Thus far, as proven by the long
string of heavily-attended rallies, pro-
cessions and marches, there has been no
turning back for the people. Not even
the bloody massacre at Mendiola on

Sept. 21 and the tear gas cannisters lob-
bed at the Makati demonstrators on
Sept. 23 could dampen the fires of
proiest now searing- the regime at

every turn. Dissent has refused to die
down. Guns, truncheons, and tear gas
bombs have only fanned greater indig-
nation and protest.

On Sept. 23, students planned an
indignation rally to protest the Mendiola
carnage. The site of the rally was to -
be at the US embassy along Roxas blvd.
Ironically, the students who had opted
for the embassy instead of Mendio
s0 as to avoid giving the regime another
excuse for instigating a bloody con-
frontation found themselves being
truncheoned by anti-riot policemen.

The police-instigated violence drove
home a sharp message to everyone:
that the regime is just as hell-bent on
protecting an important symbol of the

 his iron fist at the people. Before a

children to take to the streets. He

US government as it is from protect-
ing itself from the wrath of the people.
Faced with growing opposition, it

was time for the dictator to pound

captive audience, Marcos warned the
“radicals” and the legal oppositionists:
“Do not test the will of the govern-
ment.” The warning was addressed

as well to the “arrogant rich,” the
religious who “teach children to
hate Marcos and the government,” and
even parents who have allowed their

also announced the end of his “maxi-
mum-tolerance” policy and threatened
to use his army to its last muscle to
quell disorder. ;

At another time, the threat
would have stopped the demonstra-
tions, even temporarily. But as if

- and on to Quezon blvd. It was
- around' 5:30 p.m. '

- Following is the account of a
participant in the demonstration

sn Mendiola and a witness in the
noise barrage on the night of

Sept. 21, 1983,

- Mendiola-- There were about
20,000 of us gathered here ~
students, workers, executives in
barong, some office employes and
media men covering the event -
the crowd winding like a huge
dragon all the way to Recto ave.

At the foot of Ayala bridge,
there were about a thousand police-
men in riot gear, their holsters empty

Sept. 21 Mendiola Battle: Police

to show Marcos where he stood with
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brutality at it

(although newspaper photos the

following day would show them with

guns tucked in their waists), forming .
the first line of defense. Behind
them were men in fatigue uniforms
carrying armalites. At the comer
of San Rafael st., which intersects
Mendiola and leads to Malacanang,
were more cops standing behind
their shields, their truncheons by
their side. i

On Mendiola were two Metro
Manila buses and by the side of the
road was a big crane. They were
obviously there to block the demons-

- trators’ way and the crowd did not

Later, I was to receive an eye- -

~ witness report from someone who
was watching from Centro Escolar

University. He said the trees in
Mendicla were full of snipers.

When we arrived, several youths
were already throwing rocks, but every-
one else was shouting, “Walang bato!
Walang batuhan!” As they said this
the rock-throwers put down their
weapons. In any case, some of the
rock-throwers did not look like stu-
dents or workers but “istambays.”

Shouts of defiance to the Marcos

regime filled the air. *“‘Marcosre-
sign!” “Marcos magnanakaw!”’ The
crowd’s temper was rising and soon,
some youths were setting the crane on
fire. As this was happening, rocks and
bottles were being tgrown - from
the side of the anti-riot forces. The
rocks hurled at the demonstrators
did not look like they were picked up
from the roads; many of them loocked
like bits of hollow blocks. ;
Somebody told me later that
truckloads of rocks, the kind that
were probably salvaged from cons

_truction sites, were transported by

soldiers and sent to Mendiola and
other possible demonstration sites,
A group of demonstrators started

" pushing the burning crane towards
~ the phalanx of anti-riot squads. See-

ing the approaching crane, the cops
retreated behind the buses. This
emboldened the crowd, and -
soon, some demonstrators were
aiso setting the Metro Manila
Transit buses on. fire with the
flames from the burning crane.

Mors violence followed. Pill-
boxes were hurled by the police-
men and the demonstraiors an-
swered in kind. All of a sudden,
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them now, the people kept up their
protest actions, each time with more
creativity and always, with intensity.
In Makati, employes and executives
relentlessly continued to hoid “con-
fetti rallies,” a protest activity
unique to the area and which had
captured the imagination and sup-
port of many other employes and
people.

The situation was more than enough
to alarm Marcos who hastened to re-
furbish his faltering image with his
benefactor, the US. Marcos acceded
to every interview requested by Am-
erican television networks. In the
interviews, he invariably denied any
complicity in the assassination and
bullyingly told them that he still
had control over the protesting Fil-
ipinos. “You just watch me in the

and Pll show you how we have al-
ways succeeded in meeting these Com-
munist threats,” he taunted. On the
whole, the interviews were a flop as

' Marcos assumed a defensive posture

that often verged on desperation 4dnd
irrationality (*You want Jaime Cardinal
Sin towbecome president? You go ahead.
You want Mrs, Aquino to be presi-
dent?”) ;

Various political options.

The last four weeks saw an un-
precedented political awakening

~of the people, most especially those

in the national capital region. The
upsurge swept millions and drew the
sustained participation of hundreds of
thousands. Inevitably, the mass act-
ions met stiffer reaction from the
dictatorship. With the dramatic
development of the urban legal

‘the mounting social tension. To many,
 this current, while still being critical and

anti-Marcos movement and the inten-
sification of urban confrontation with
the fascist regime, clarifications of poli-
tical goals and options have come to the
fore.
To date, three diverse political frame-
works for effecting change have become
distinct in the current upsurge. Members
of the Church hierarchy, led by Cardinal
Sin, have tended to moderate the rising
militance of the people and have pro-
ceeded the formation of an advisory
council to the president so as to diffuse

opposed to the authoritarianism, rep-
resents the line of least resistance
among the present anti-dictatorship
forces.

On the other hand, some legal
opposition and big businessmen
have demanded Marcos’ resignation

next few days, the next few months,

thrown from behind the buses and one
of them hit and killed Cpl. Conrado
Angeles of the Sta. Ana fire station.
At around 7:30 p.m., anti-riot
squads in platoon formation ran from
behind the buses. They shot in all
directions and the crowd scattered.
- Many demonstrators were able to -
find refuge in nearby buildings and
private houses while some hit the
pavement. Others were comered by
pursuing policemen and were beaten
up. 3 g s %
In a matter of seconds, the number
of policemen had swollen to thou-
sands as they filled the Legarda and

Recto intersection fronting the Men-

there was thepop! of a gun. Se-

conds later, a victim was being

- carried through the crowd. More
pillboxes and seconds later, ano-
ther pop! - and one more victim

- was rushed out.

Firemen, in the meantime, tried
to put out the fire that was con-
suming the buses. Demonstrators
drew back as some of the water
hoses were trained at them and
spewed out; not water, but a kind
of smokescreen gas. But as  soon
as the air cleared, the crowd
closed in again. They tumed to
a police outpost at the foot of
Mendiola bridge and set it on fire.
A 14-year-old boy carrying a can .
of gasoline ran towards the tires
of the buses, poured it over the -
tires and set them ablaze.

As he ran back to the crowd,
the fire caught his pants. ;
About 10 demonstrators came to

his rescue and with their bare hands,
tried to put cut the flames on the
boy’s leg. The scene triggered ano-
ther round of applause from the
crowd. ;

At that peint, police violence
escalated. More pillboxes were

diola bridge. Uneasy silence descend-
ed on the demonstration site. But in-
side 'the nearby buildings and private
houses, cries of pain and anger could
be heard from the wounded demonstra-
tors who were being sheltered by the
residents.

Those who escaped the blows and
bullets of the anti-riot forces in Mendio-
la ran to Legarda but cops rushed -
out of their hiding places to beat
them up while the demonstrators
préssed against the doors and win-
dows of shops along the street.

“Walang kikibo! Walang kikibo! ” -
ang of the demonstrators shouted, so
there they crouched and huddled
while the cops gave vent to their
fury, each blow delivered with &
grunt for added strength, Al you
could-hear were the wallops of rat-
tan truncheons on skulls, tlesh and =~
bones. Biea g ;

- At 9 p.m., the frail silence was

- broken by rounds ©f gunfire coming

from approaching vehiclés on Legar-
da St. “Dumating na ang mga NPA! "
a voice suddenly shouted. Pande-
monium broks lcose within the ranks
of the police. Many of them tumed
back and ran. Others, stricken by
panic, stumbled to the ground.

- still scampering for safety. One of

~ policeman was in sight.

- sound of stone against metal and we

~ their chants. By the time the last

“Mga kasama n'yo kamil " shouted
one of the gun-toting men from the
vehicle, their marine and airborne
uniforms barely visible in the dark-
- ness. :
Even then, some policemen were

them who cautiously caine out of
hiding, in relief, said, “Ay, p——
mga airborne pala kayo.” ;

The main roads were cleared of
demonstrators but from the dark
alleys came shouts and curses taunt-
ing the soldiers and policemen who
shot back in the direction of the
voices. But the anti-riot forces re-
fused to come closer.

Out and away from Mendiola
and Legarda, the sky was being
lighted up by burning tires hauled
to the middle of the roads. Along
Taft and the other streets, grqups of
people had massed up in several in-
tersections, urging motorists to blow
their horns. -

Cars zigzagged their way through
the streets to avoid the burning tires. .
Black smoke rose in huge curls to
blend with the dark skies. But it
was the sound of mixed fury and
anger that reigned that night, with
the people blowing their homs, their
vehicles donning yellow ribbons and
passengers and residents who lined up
the streets flashing the Laban
sign with their fingers. Not a single

* Qccasionally, we would hear the

knew that a government vehicle had
just passed by. Children ran out to
the streets, singing and beating pots,
pans and steel posts to the rhythm of

firecracker crackled, it was already
dawn.

A day-long tribute to freedom had
just ended but the sound.of the death
knell for the dictatorship had begun.
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and the formation of a caretaker gov-
ernment as the key solution to the
present crisis. This option clearly re-
jects any deal with the dictator and"

opens ‘0ptions for militant and éustainedL

struggle against tne dictatorship.

The option suffers though from
certain flaws, notes leaders of the
national democratic movement.
“Obwously, the crisis in the Philip-
pines today is not reducible to the
rule of a dictator or his clique}’says
a spokesman of the National Dem-
ocratic Front._‘Neither is the
solution reducible to a mere re-
placement of one or a few top
government men.” Historical ills
of US imperialist domination, of
backward agriculture compounded
by strong vestiges of landlordism
and of a self-aggrandizing - govern-
ment bureaucracy servile to the in-
terests of foreign monopoly capi-
talists and local elites lie at the
root of the people’s woes, explained
the NDF spokesman.

‘A basic socio-economic restructur-
ing is required. No less than a com-
plete ovarthrow of the US-Marcos dic-
tatorship can bring this about.”” he added,

Still, other groups have continued
to put forward the slogan, “Dismantle
the US-Marcos dictatorship! Fight for
national freedom and democracy!”
The message of the slogan differs
strikingly from the aforementioned
options by not having a quick cure-
all promise. While concerned with
winning substantial tactical democ-
ratic concessions for the people, these
progressive groups attempt to trans-
form and advance the current up-
surge in the city towards building up
the organized strength and the height-
ened political awareness of the people.
These are necessary components to
ultimately win in the struggle against
the dictatorship.

However, even as there are impor-
tant differences among the three main
currents, all of them flow parallel to
each other: all advocate an end to the
present tyrannical rule.

Notwithstanding the tremendous ad-
vance and impact made by the broad
anti-dictatorship open mass movement in
the city, recent political developments
clearly point out that it takes more than
a purely legal and city-based mass move-
ment to force down the armed dictator-
ship. By itself it cannot seize and
hold political power for the people.
More than ever, recent events show
the decisive importance of a nation-
wide advance-most especially in
the vast Philippine countryside --
of the forces of armed resistance in
order to achieve total victory. As
a popular adage goes, ‘“Political power
grows out of the barrel of a gun.”

~-Minda Rodrigo

_hayan in 1964;

The Palace coup d’etat came in 2, ,mzﬁdh- w;ugym iheFiGppiss “::;

blnzkneg. Armed men in fatigue umi-
. forms broke into houses and establish-
_ ments in a massive crackdown against
known Marcos oppositionists. :
.Thousands were arrested and thrown
mto prison. Many were tortured; some
- were shot. Radio and television sta~
 tions wen:l cl%s;l;obvlvln as were the news-
- papers and 0 ications. .
Schools were padlocked and ot’fices
_ransacked. In Manila, the country’s -
capital, soldiers in full combat gear
“secured the domestic and mtermtxonal
. airport, occupied the north and south
. pier harbors, and installed road blocks
on major streets and thoroughfares.
Amid the fear and confusion that
gripped the nation, the official )
announcement finaily came: mamal
law had been declared. :
It was Sept. 23, 1972 the day when
the Filipino peoPk first learned that
Ferdinand E. Marcos, the republic’s
13th head of state, had signed Procla-
‘mation 1081 placing the entire archi-
pelago under martial law. The pro-.
. clamation, dated Sept. 21, rang the
death knell for the American-pattemed
liberal democratic government and
ushered in an American-backed full-
- scale military dictatorship.
It was a well-crafted move by the
Marcos ruling elite and its American
' imperialist patron. It wasa move de-
signed to check a deep-seated crisis
whlch threatened to undermine the neo-
colonial and elite-dominated Phxhppme
. republic.
At the heart of the crisis was a
- tottering Philippine economy char-
acterized by a tight financial squeeze,
eroding peso value, ballooning defi-
cits, rising inflation, widespread unem-
ployment and business slowdown.
As a result of this general economic
turmoil, a furious scramble for econ-

- omic dominance emerged between the

' Lopez-led old oligarchy and the Marcos
. led new oligarchy.

While the old ohgarcha derived
their power from their monopoly of
land-based agricultural industries such o
-as sugar and coconut, the new oli-
* garchs drew their strength from their
control of key financial and agricul- |
tural institutions and all-out support for
foreign capital.

This conflict empted into open hos-
; tility, resulting in the outbreak of vio-
: lent vendettas staged by prxvate armies

' of feuding warlords,

While factional bickerings rocked the
elite-run Philippinestyle democracy, a
nationalist ferment was sweeping the -
country. A series of flashpoints marked
this nationalist upsurge: the formation
of the revolutionary Kabataang Maka-
the re-establishment of

% “and expansion of several nationalist

- began
 alist demands; the Supreme Court

-~ 'To justifiy its resort fo martial law,

n 1968 the outbreak of sustained and
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