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SEPT .21 PROTEST MARKED BY ARRESTS 
Twenty three persons, mostly students in the Metro 

Manila area , were arrested by the Integrated National Po­
lice (!NP) on September 21, the sixth anniversary of Mar­
tini Law in the Philippines . Picked up in Luneta Park and 
Rizal Avenue, they were nllegedly participants of what the 
police cnll a' ' lightning rnlly' ' demanding the lifting of Mar­
tini Law. 
''ILLEGAL ASSEMBLY" 

Local officials claimed that those arrested were guilty of 
" illegal assembly"; yet not one of them have been formnlly 
charged or brought to court. Those apprehended, includ­
ing -five women college freshmen , reported that police 
randomly seized groups of young people in the general vi­
cinity. Many were apparently shoppers or plain bystand­
ers on the streets who were enjoying the "holiday" 
declared by Marcos . 

UPCAS STUDENTS DENOUNCE ARRESTS 
Four days after the arrest , the Arts and Sciences 

Student Council of the University of the Philippines issued 
an official statement decrying the action as " military 
harassment and a gross violation of democratic rights and 
civil liberties ... an outstanding characteristic of the re­
gime." 

In demanding ' ' immediate unequivocal and uncondition­
al release," the UP statement assailed the actions of 
as follows : 

" We uphold the right of every Filipino to peacefully as­
semble and air out grievances to effect constructive 
changes in society . We firmly believe that the protest ac­
tions are part of the full exercise of academic freedom so 
essential to the existence of a free university . We protest 

The 6th Anniversary of martial law was marked by nation­
wide protes t s . Stude nts assemble before lightning 
demonstration . 
the use of brute force by the military in their response to 
the Sept. 21 mass action ; the indiscriminate and arbitrary 
arrests and manhandling of our fellow students and several 
innocent bystanders." 

The Student Council went on to urge students and 
teachers to organize around ·the issue , asking for volun­
teers to make posters and distribute position papers on 
campus and in classrooms. 

In seeming anticipation for further protest , ten of the 23 
detainees were released on Sept. 28 from the Bicutan 
Rehabilitation Center. Yet the Student Council recognizes 
a valuable lesson gained in the struggle: " Our human 
rights were never granted or given to us by anybody, but 
were struggled for and asserted by us , and that the price 
for the maintenance of these rights and liberties is firm 
unity and constant vigilance. '' • 

Marcos' Stance on Human Rights Rebuffed 
Marcos ' latest stand on human rights was rebuffed by 

the International Law Conference held in Manila on 
August 28, 1978. During his keynote address, Marcos 
claimed that violations of human rights within a country 
are matters of domestic concern. By asserting domestic 
jurisdiction on the issue of human rights , international 
scrutiny and action is questioned. 

This posture was refuted by the ILA in its human rights 
resolution drafted and approved at the end of its 
conference. 

The ILA resolution asserts " that the protection of 
human rights is a matter of international concern; that the 
claim that violations of human rights within the country 
are matters of domestic concern and hence, may not be 

subject to international appraisal is unfounded in 
international law.'' 

Likewise, the resolution adds ''that actions (including 
the making of nllegations), consistent with the principles 
of the UN charter , taken in respect of violations of inter­
nationn!ly recognized rights, are not violations of state 
sovereignty. ' ' 

In his speech, Marcos told foreign governments and in­
te rnational organizations to leave his Martial Law 
government alone in dealing with human rights violations. 
He further claimed that no government cnn assume morn! 
superiority over any other government with regard to 
human rights questions . To emphasize this point , Marcos 

continued on page 6 



EDITORIAL 

Violence -- A Way of Life 
Under Martial Law 

People in the countryside are coming to realize thot in­
discriminate violence hos becoll!e n wny of life in the Phil­
ippines. Yet the situation is not fostered by the criminal 
element or imbalanced fnnntic groups , so much ns the low 
enforcers of the Morcos regime itself. The military, strong 
nrm of the dictatorship, is presently terrorizing the smoller 
towns nnd villages throughout the country, victimizing 
innocents with unauthorized arrests, detainment, nnd 
senseless brutality. 

FIFrEEN-YEAR-OLD VICTIM 
One such victim is 15 year old Ronnie Rnbut, o fourth 

year seminarian from Sulton Kudarat , Cotoboto. As 
Ronnie wos leoving o theoter, he wos ottocked by Pvt. 
Valeriano Advinculo nnd Pvt. Antonio Aballo of the 19th 
Infantry Bottolion (IB) . The two enlisted men stobbed Ron­
nie in o comer of the movie house, but were apprehended 
by police before they could escape. 

The rector of the seminary, Fr. de lo Cruz, followed up 
on the cose, only to find that local authorities hod been re­
lieved of responsibility for the crime by the Military Police 
(MP) . Furthermore , the military report, differed greotly 
form the original, omitting the confession of Advinculn. 
Shortly afterward , the two enlisted men were released 
from the custody of the MP on on order from their 

• bottolion. Meanwhile , Ronnie remains bedridden ofter 
several weeks in critical condition. 

An instance such os this defies logic os well os humani­
ty . Surely the intent of Mortin! Low supposedly to moin­
tnin order through outhoritarinn rule is called into serious 
question . Martial low hos merely wrested violence from in­
dividual offenders nnd hos institutionalized it through the 
military. A uniform now justifies violent crime, nnd the 
present odministrotion opporently feels thut even o patho­
logical whim of its lowest enlisted mnn con supercede the 
lives nnd well-being of innocent civilians. 

RESISTANCE TO MILITARY ABUSE 
But resistance from the victimized communities grows 

in the heot of terror . On Oct. 16, 153 people from fourteen 
sitios in Sipolay, Negros Occidental traveled to Bocolod to 
oir their grievances. These barrio residents journeyed 250 
kilometers on foot and by bus to protest the wove of mili­
tary harossment they hove experienced since September. 
The sitios hove been plogued by unauthorized arrests nnd 
detention, beoting nnd torture, even wanton looting nnd 
destruction of property. 

Not only were the pleas of the pilgrims ignored by the 
higher authorities in Bncolod City, harossment in these 
areos increased. 

The military hierarchy moy be seen therefore, os on ac­
complice of the Marcos brond of oppression . The obuse of 
power is then justified by claiming thot the victims of 
harnssment are involved in nlleged subversive activity . 
Under Martial Law, this type of rotionale is valid , even 
without the evidence. • 
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APPEALS/UPDATES 

NILO TAYAG 
TRANSFERRED 

Prominent student leader Nilo Tayag was transferred to 
the Bilibid Prisons in Muntinglupe, from the Bicuton 
Rehabilitation Center last November 24. Previous to this, 
Tayog was sentenced to 12-14 years imprisonment for the 
violation of R.A. 1700 or the anti-subversion act. 

Tayag was arrested in Son Pablo, Laguna in 1970. He 
was convicted of subversion by a lower court but this 
conviction wos later overturned by the Pampanga Court of 
First Instance which questioned the constitutionality of the 
Anti-subversion Lew. Tayag however was not released 
from prison. His case was being appealed before the 
Supreme Court at the time Martial Lew wos declared. On 
Nov. 8, after spending a total of eight years in prison, 
Tayag was sentenced by a military commission on the 
same charges. 

During the trial, Tayag wos made to choose between 
pleading " not guilty," present a defense nnd receive a life 
sentence or to plead "guilty" nnd receive the 12-14 year 
sentence. Being that there was in reality no choice atoll, 
Tayag pleaded guilty. 

His transfer to the Bilibid Prisons came as a surprise to 
his family who expressed their concern about his transfer 
from o detention camp of political prisoners to a regular 
prison. Furthermore, the prisons are far from Manila so 
that his relatives find it more difficult to visit him.• 
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PETITION CAMPAIGN LAUNCHED 
The International Committee to Save the Life of Jose 

:'-,la. Sison is presently involved in a petition crunp:tign 
asking President Marcos to stOp the torture of Sison, to 
transfer him from his isolation cell to regular detention , to 
transfer his case from a military court to a civilian court 
and to grant his immediate release if these conditions 
cannot be met. 

Kno.,,,ing the repercu ions of the accusation against 
Sison, the Committee was formed to pressure .'.\l arro into 
granting humon treatment and civil rights to this famous 
poet, historian and writer. Those interested in joinin the 
campaign can write directly to l\lo.rcos (addr in on the 
last page of this issue of T A.1'OD) . For more inform tion 
regarding the Committee and their campaigns wri:e 
The Committee to Save Life of Jo e :'Ila. Sison. P.O. 2-1737, 
Oakland, CA 94623.• 

NEGRITO BOY MAKES APPEAL 
August , 197 
Floridnblanco , Pampanga 

To anyone who can help . 
.'.\1y father is Parham S:into who i detain t Ca.-np 

Olivas, Pampangn. With him ore Kuyn Orting , Esting ar:d 
Ben. They were taken one night by the military. I v. nt to 
ask your help so that my father can be relea.sed . There • 
no one to provide for us . I hn,·e even broth and sisters 
and my mother hos just given binh. :'l!y older brother ·r.o 
is 12 years old is supporting the family . He i tting ,·ery 
thin from working so hard . Our field is left idle been • e 
there is no one to work on it. We want our f ther to come 
home to u . We are oll nddened by h' ab ence . 

Thank you very much . 
Bonifacio :into 

The above letter i n translation of the origin:il. written 
by 11-year-old Bonifacio in the local dialect . On the n· l:t 
of Augu t 2, members of the Ci\'ilian Home Def a 
Forces arre led Parham :intos, Esting Ap:in , Ben 

antos , and Orling onto . All of them ore thnic 
minoritie belonging to the N egrito tribe. All four 
breadwinne rs and their prolonged detention would 
deprive their fnmilie of the me:ins by which to u.n·,e .• 

Cotabato Muslims Harrassed 
Mony evacuees form Cotabeto fled to 

the capital city ofter their homes were 
burned ond their relatives ond neigh­
bors mossocred by elements of the 
Philippine Army (PA) and the Citizens 
Home Defense Unit (CHDF). They 
hove settled in Compo Muslim in on 
area known os the " market place." 

These slum sections are occupied by 
opproximotely o thousand families. 
Their houses are tiny box structures 
made of second hond plywood and cor­
rugated iron sheeting. Campo Muslim 
residents hove public water pumps ond 
electricity for those who con pay, others 
have to get their water from the dirty 
river which flows nearby. At night they 

have to use gas lamps. 
The main concern of these refugees 

is the continual "military operations" 
that occur twice a month in their area.s. 
These operations consist of zoning 
checks and sudden raids conducted by 
elements of the 39th Infantry Battalion 
nnd the CHDF. On Sept. 16, all the 
men were lined up on the treet and 
their residence certificates were exn­
mined one by one. 

LE'ITER OF PROTEST UNHEEDED 
A letter addressed to Gen . Del.fin 

Castro was written by Christian lay 
workers in the Muslim section to 
express their grie,·nnce. The letter 

pointed out that the early mon::i.~ 
hours are ,;taJ to the mark t Jlers in 
Campo .'.\1uslim, that rn:iny lo_t hours of 
,·ork during the busiest part of the • y. 
tudents al o mis ed class s. "d 
me, their mid-term examb:uions. 

vou one ·ith us in 
• hare with Prime :'l!ini 
people who live in an . 
freedom and r. t of fear .'' 

But l\ " ks I tee. 
" perpetr-ted. Three . 
men , ere d to.ir.ed n.:, 

e\'eral hours while bein 
Tbeyw rel 



Textile Workers on Strike INTERNATIONAL 
PRESSURE 

FACILITATES RELEASE 

PD 823 illegalized the right to strike. 
protection against management. 

Business hns been making ample use 
of the Marcos regime in squelching the 
efforts of workers to better their living 
conditions, and it is obvious that the 
sympathy of the government lies with 
management, not the workers. 

The Eastern Textile Workers'Union 
has learned this fact the hard way. On 
August 17, 40 members of thnt Union 
were arrested and incarcerated in 

• Meycnunyan, Bulacan. These workers 
declared n strike because of unfnir 
lnbor practices. 

The workers initially declared n slow 
down of production on August 7, then 
decided to stop work altogether when 
plant supervisors arbitrarily confisca­
ted their time cards. In calling the 
strike, workl!rs cited the absence of the 
"grievance machinery" between mn­
nngement and employees. A specific 
demand nsked for proper disciplinary 

Without this weapon, 

action against one foreman for mal­
treating n factory worker on duty. The 
demands were brought to the attention 
of management several times without 
success . 

The union hns vigorously denounced 
the crackdown on those workers ar­
rested and also protested their dis­
missal ns unjust and arbitrary. An open 
letter by the union notes thnt the 
warrants of arrest signed and issued by 
the municipal judge were illegal be­
cause they were not approved by the 
Minister of Labor, who according to lnw 
must sign nil such warrants issued to 
workers. 

But these complaints have fnllen on 
denf ears . Eastern Textile Mills hnd 
nlrendy started hiring new workers to 
replace those detained. Worker ex­
ploitation is n breeze when the govern­
ment is on the management's side. • 

Reports of releases from Bicutan 
Rehnbilitntion Center shows thnt inter­
national pressure hns facilitated the 
release of political prisoners . An esti­
mated 18 prisoners were ordered re­
lensed from this detention camp, two of 
whom are adopted prisoners of Amnes­
ty lnternntional (Al) groups. 

Dr. Rogelio Posndns, the only nu­
clear physicist in the Philippines and 
one-time chairman of the stnte univer­
sity's Physics department wns released 
on Sept. 30. Posndns, who wns severe­
ly tortured, wns adopted by the Al 
group in Garden City, New York. The 
Al group,nside from sending letters to 
various Philippine officials regarding 
the cnse of Posndns, also solicited 
support from various scientists from nil 
over the world to pressure for his 
release . 

Another Al group, this time in Los 
Angeles, hns gained the release of 
Danilo Ocnmpo. Ocnmpo, former UP 
student and father of one child, has 
been detained over the pnst three years 
without formal charges. 

Others released were Ester Cenizn­
lsberto , Evelyn Sarmiento, Antonio 
Tnyco and Erlinda Tnruc-Co, Ester and 
Evelyn were cnught with alleged CPP 
chairman Jose Mn. Sison in San Fer­
nando , Ln Union late Inst year. Ester's 
husband Rnmon is still detained nt Bi­
cutan and is n respondent in the cnse of 
" People of the Philippines vs . Jose Mn. 
Sison, et . al. " 

Tnyco wns cnught before the declara­
tion of Mnrtial Lnw and hns been in pri­
son for the past six years . Both are 
facing charges of subversion and are 
required to nttend hearings conducted 
by the Military Commissions.• 

DETAINEES PRODUCTS FOR SALE Politicnl prisoners in the Philippines, despite incarcera­
tion, hnve found wnys by which they could enm income to 
support their families and help newly released detainees . 
Detainees hnve mnde such products ns these T-shirts with 
various designs, bone nnd ceramic pendant~ nnd 
nil-occasion greeting cnrds. All are for sale through the 
NRCPP. Help support the self-reliance projects of political 
detainee~. Orders will be sent upon payment. 

I would like to order: 
D T-shirt/s nt S5.00 

Size/s 
D Pendant/s nt S2.50 
D All-occasion card/sat S0.75 Nnme __________________ _ 

Address------------------
City ________ State ____ zip ___ _ 
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ENRILE ORDERS WIPE-OUT CAMPAIGN 

Ifugao rice terraces: part of the heritage which will be destroyed by the waters of the Chico Riuer Dam. I a.rots ho!d mass 
meeting to discuss problems. 

In October of this year, Minister of Defense Juan Ponce 
Enrile flew to his home province of Cagayan where he 
called n meeting of government and military officinls of 
Region II (see mnp) . During the conference, Enrile stated 
thnt the New People 's Army was to be wiped out from the 
region because they were the main cause of unrest and 
disorder, especially in lgorot territories such as Knlinga­
Apnyno. 

Calling the Knlingns "fiercely stubborn highland na­
tives" and nlleged supporters of the NPA, Enrile has 
found n convenient justification for military harassment in 
the area. 

THE ROOT OF THE PROBLEM 

Enrile 's policy is the latest inn series of at.tempts by the 
government to relocate the lgorots to resettlement areas . 
The multi-million Chico River Basin Dnm Project of the 
government hns been met with resistance from the ethnic 
minorities who refused to leave their lands for practical as 
well as religious reasons. The lgorots have for centuries, 
carved the mountains of the Cordillera Range into rice ter­
races . Particularly because the people live , thrive on n 
subsistence agricultural economy, relocation would mean 
economic instability to them. 

The Igorots believe in animism and ancestral worshlp. 
To them, relocation would mean certain death because 
their ancestors would be covered with tbe waters of the 
Chico River once the hydroelectric dams are built. The 
Igorots, seeing thnt the government places mo': valu~ on 
"development and economic schemes" ov~ their ~val 
as an indigenous people, have taken their desuny lllto 

their hands. On several occasions. urveyors t dam sites 
were met by spear-v.;elding tribesmen. Other times 
construction equipment was destroyed. 

Attempts to pacify tbe people by bribing lhem oith 
monetary and educational benefits proved n:tile. :\1ili1ary 
harassment is the final re ort . 

PARISH PRIEST MAULED 
Last October, Fr. Mndringa. the 42 :-ear o.d parish 

priest of Tnbuk, Kalingn Apayao was mauled by -o Phil . 
Constabulary officials. The prie_t was clubbed with rifle 
butts in front of members of his congregation, his cries for 
mercy were unheeded so that et present he suffers deep 
wounds on the head and shoulders. A Lt. Clodualdo Tosi 
of the 60th PC Battalion was identified as one of the _ail­
ants. Because of nationwide indignation, :',!aj. Gen. Fic!el 
Ramos ordered the imprLoenment of Tusi , who is a.J 
facing charges fo r murder and kidnapping. 

At present there are thirty one detainees in military 
camps throughout the Region. A countless number h ,-e 
served several days or weeks in detention camps whl!e a 
fuw ha,·e never been heard of agnin nnd are belie,-ed to 
have been "salvaged" (secretly murdered) by the m.illiary. 

THE DEATH OF A PEOPLE 
U the policy of Enrile is carried through. t!:e 

people shnll be wiped out completely. They h rn v 
during meetings of the council of elders, tb t they sh 
fight for their lands. Despite their crude weapons s,:ch ns 
spears and arrows, the lgorots shall fuce the military 
forces . They know tbnt staying on their la::,ds will n:e!l.Jl 

death, but leaving would ultimately m an th.e 53me t!uns. • 



6 

CATEEL MASSACRE Missionary Fears For Life 
" For me it is dangerous . I could be 'home' for Christ­

mas , for not keeping silence, but we hnve to stnnd for the 
truth," wrote Fr. Frank Tnney, n survivor of the Cnteel 
mnssncre , to his fnmily in the U.S. By ' home,' Fr. Tnney 
did not menn bnck to his nntive Genevn New York; instead, 
he implied 'home' to his Creator. 

Whnt mnde Fr. Tnney, n Mnryknoll missionary sta­
tioned in Dnvno Oriental for nenrly 20 yenrs, nnticipnte 
such nn occurrence? 

On the morning of Sept. 2, n Pnrent Teachers Associa­
tion meeting wns cnlled in the smnll bnmboo schoolhouse 
of Bo. Hulid, Cnteel, Dnvno Oriental. Twenty-three pnr­
ticipanls, mostly youngsters nnd their parents , gathered to 
discuss how to use the P300 they hnd rnised for school 
improvements. 

Al nround noontime, 10 Philippine Constnbulnry troop­
ers burst in shouting " Lie down, no one moves" while 
simultaneously firing their M-16 rifles. Within seconds , 
seven were killed and five seriously injured . One survivor 
who dnred to plend with the mnrnuding troopers, " We 
hnve no fnult! '' during the volley of fire , suffered n shat­
tered jnw. The senseless tragedy wns Inter traced to an in­
former who alleged thnt NPA's were attending the 
meeting. 

THE COVER-UP BEGINS 
The next dny , two nrmy helicopters flew into Ca tee I, 

bearing Colonels de Guzmnn nnd Minnlo. They expressed 
their regrets over the incident and gnve the town 's mnyor 
Pl ,000 for the victims and a promise of more to follow . 
During discussions with the Mnyor, Col. de Gozman 
claimed it wns their (PC) policy " to win the war not with 
bullets, but to win the rebels ' hearts and minds by good 

MARCOS' HUMAN RIGHTS ... 
continued from front page 
slnted thnt " foreign observers" or "interventionists" 
must not simply poke their inquiring noses or point their 
accusing fingers nt every human rights violation. 

Mnrcos cited Article 2(7) of the United Nations Charter 
ns his excuse to wnrd off criticisms and accusations of 
humnn rights violnlions. This article contains the clnuse on 
domestic jurisdiction. IL has been invoked by leaders of 
such nations as South Africn and by some UN member 
stnles to refuse investigation of nllegntions concerning 
violations of humnn rights. 

It seems thnt Marcos hns joined other unpopular state 
lenders who would rather week shelter on n technicality to 
escnpe condemnations. More likely Marcos hns invoked 
Article 2 to justify continued human rights violations for ns 
long ns these nre denlt with in nccordance with domestic 
policy ; in the case of the Philippines, martini lnw. 

UN COVENANT VIOLATIONS CITED 
Besides refuting Mnrcos' domestic jurisdiction posture 

on questions of human rights , the ILA resolution nlso put 
him to tnsk nbout his martini lnw government's suspension 
of rights recognized as non-suspendnble by Article 4 of the 
UN Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. This Covenant 
wns approved by the UN General Assembly in 1966 but 
entered into force only on March 26, 1976 with 40 signa­
tory stntes, including the Philippines. 

The covenant, although allowing for derogation by 

deeds." 
Two dnys Inter, de Guzmnn and Minnlo returned , this 

time with General Nnvnrro. A crowd wns cnlled before the 
schoolhouse during which the General spoke of his sorrow 
at this "snd happening," nnd snid thnt "we cannot renlly 
blnme nnyone." 

While " blaming" no one, the general tacitly accepted 
responsibility by compensating survivors with cnsh 
riwnrds ranging from P300 to 2,000. Fr. Taney nsked for 
gunrantees thnt the tragedy not be repeated. The crowd 
wns then asked to disperse, many still feeling a cloud of 
fenr hovering over them. 

WORDS BUT NOT DEEDS 
As nnticipnted, the military brnss ' apologetic stance wns 

merely mennt to pncify the indignant residents of Cnteel. 
Military authorities were bent on supressing the news of 
the mnssncre nnd preventing nn impartial investigation. 

"7 DIE IN ATTEMPT TO CAPTURE TOWN HALL" 
blnred the Mindanao Daily Mirror, and " 7 TERRORISTS 
KILLED ,'' claimed the Times-Journal. Fr. Taney and 
other village officials drafted nn account of the incident 
and sent it to the San Pedro Express, n newspaper thnt 
boasts '' All the news thnt fit to print without fear or fnvor '' 
in its masthead. 

The reporter who picked up the story was threatened 
with imprisonment and the story was censored before 
publication. On the front pnge of the Sept. 26 issue of the 
Express, a lnrge spnce was left blnnk with just n smnll an­
nouncement from the editors snying thnt the story had 
been censored by the government just before press lime . 

Is it any wonder then thnt Fr. Taney should feel he might 
be 'home' before Christmas?• 

stntes from certain obligations " in times of public emer­
gency which threatens the life of the nntion and the exist­
ence of which is officially proclaimed, ' ' expressly provides 
no derogation from the following: the inherent right to life 
(Article 6), prohibition ngninst torture, cruel, inhuman or 
degrading lrentment or punishment (Article 7) , prohibi­
tion ngninst sin very (Article 8), prohibition against im­
prisonment merely on the ground of inability to fulfill n 
conlractunl obligation (Article 11). 

In addition, the Covenant assures continued recognition 
of the rights of the accused even in times of emergency, 
" no derogation being nllowable." In short, under martini 
lnw, the right to due process should never be suspended. 

RAMPANT VIOLATIONS 
Tha practice of torture, cruel, inhuman or degrading 

treatment hns become nn outstanding feature of the 
martini lnw regime under Mnrcos ! The Amnesty Inter­
nntionnl hns shown in its earlier findings that the Philip­
pine Martini Lnw Government violated the UN Covenant 
charter on Civil nnd Political Rights . Likewise, documen­
tations of the Tnsk Force: Detainees of the Philippines 
shows lhnt torture hns been practiced all through the six 
yenrs of martini lnw . 

As for due process , ths is practicnlly non-existent, pnr­
ticulnrly since • 'crimes ngninst nnlionnl security and public 
order" nre triable only by military courts . No less than 
Supreme Court Justice Claudio Teehankee hns cnlled for 
the abolition of these military courts, snying their pro­
ceedings nre bereft of due process. • 

NRC Launches Petition Campaign 
On July 15, a petition for the general and unconditional 

amnesty of all political prisoners was handed to Prime 
Minister Mnrcos by the KAPATID (Association for the 
Release and Amnesty of Political Detainees) . The 
KAPA TID is an organization of friends and relatives of 
political prisoners. Their petitions which was hacked by 
1,200 signatories, asked Marcos to broaden the scope of 
Presidential Decree 1429 which granted amnesty to 
imprisoned supporters and members of last election's 
opposition LABAN Party. KAPATID stated that the 
conditions of amnesty under PD 1429 were still partial and 
conditional. 

At present, KAPATID continues to solicit signatures for 
their unconditional amnesty petition. Already, they have 
gone to schools, church groups and even the Interim 
National Assembly to ask for support . 
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The NRCPP, believing that the overseas Filipinos and 
sympathetic Americans are a sector concerned with the 
human rights situation in the Philippines, has decided to 
lend support to the KAP ATID, by launching a similar cam­
paign. This campaign, which shall last until March, will 
gather signatures in support of the appeal for general and 
unconditional amnesty of all political prisoners in the 
Philippines. All those interested in joining the campaign 
should write to NRC for details . (See page 8) • 

Relatives of detainees at Bicutan Rehabilitction Cer.ter are 
actiue in the KAPATW campaign . 

NRC'S First Anniversary 
The National Resource Center on Political Prisoners in 

the Philippines was formed in November or last year. Its 
mnin goal was to demand for the respect or bu~an ~gbts 
and civil liberties in the Philippines. Since the VIolobon or 
humon rights is concretely portrayed in the torture and 
incarceration or political prisoners, the NRC bas con­
centrated its efforts in trying to curb the abuse or powe~ by 
the government's military forces at the same tun_e 
facilitate in the release or political prisoners and their 
humone treatment while in detention. 

forward to help carry out ilS goals. Without this support. 
NRC would not have lasted o long. But the work i for 
from over . The Marco government has tepped up • 
repression o.11 o,·er the Philippines and many innocent 
people ha,•e become victims or military abuse. For this 
reason, NRG calls upon all concerned people to continue lo 
actively support its vnrious campaigns. 

On the last page or this issue, there is a bo.x which ..-e 
hope all readers will answer. NRC is looking forward to 
your reply. We hope that we can o.11 work together towards 
attaining genuine righlS in the Philippines. • In the course or time, the work or the NRC bas expanded 

ond with it mony groups and individuals have come 

TANOD draw& its information from Political Prisoners 
Update and Quarterly, publications or the Task Fo~ on 
Detainees. and various documentation and profile provided 
by concerned groups in the Philippines . 

Should you have access to any informati~~ "'·bi~ would 
be helpful in promoting the cause of pohucal pnsoners. 
please share with us. 

Since President Marcos declared martial lo"'' in the 
Philippines in 1972 . over 60,000 persons have been u~ested 
for political reasons. Brutal torture bas been appli~d !o 
these political prisoners systematically. Manr, have d,ed.: 
detention . Others have simply ••disappeared - later to 
found dead . 

The judicial &)'stem within which political d~taiaees ~ 
tried is that of the military t.ribunal - dcscnbed •~ b a 

•• b rominent U.S. ch·il rights attorney . o n 
~=:~!nan~ ~s a ' 'fartt'' by one rep_u~?l_e Jnt~r_nauonnl 
Con!mission of Jurists observer. ••Justice i s de.live.red by 
Marcos -appointed judges whose ve_ry em~loyment depends 

liaoce: with tht will of the President. . . 
on)~::, of these consistent and widespread v10Jauons of 

internationally recogn.izNi human ri bts which ba,e o a 
no sign of sub ide.oce: althou. h oow unh:ers-al.lJ sclu::.ow• 
!edged by re.spe-c:ted non-go"·e.rumenta.l org·a.o~tioc _ uch 
as Amnes ty lnternatioaal. it has becooe crucial to widely 
publicize the patu.ro.s a.ad Tictim.s of repre t :,; i:J ~e 
Philippines and to initiate cac:ip..a.i as ai:ned at pttH!OU!lg 

further huma..D rights viola.tion.s .. 
TANOD , tbe monthly bulletio or the :-lo.tic nal R u.rtt 

Center on Politica.1 Prisoners i D the Philippioe is re po.:ld• 
ing to this ne-e-d to mo::Jit.or. i0£orm ~e get:eral pub·~ ~ :i . 

and chaUe-0ge martial law policy ,...--1tb regard l pc t a.l 
dissent . TA.rr,;oo. or .. to w-atcb , .. broadly 5U e-s "; ila:t't! 
and the protection of life in a community vb.e.re j:.: t law is 
inope-rati-.e . . . . 

The SationaJ Resource Ceoter oa Pcliucal Pri ::- rs i:2 

lhe Philippines was created durin the Ckt r 1 77 
conference o r the nti -1">1artisl Law Coalitioo. Th~ !'iRCPPP 
is committed to gene.ratiog support for Pbilippi::ie- pri:!. ::e~ 
through letter writing and tele-gra:n ca.o~ai-g:i..s dittded ~1 

the !\tan:os regime; fuodr.llSe.rs for pn :ie-rs a.::d_ ~ en 
families; and t.he di miaa • :i or liter:1tutt p.uhl:Ct:!l:l 
lheir plight. • 
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HELP A PRISONER • WRITE A LETTER 

CAMPAIGN TARGETS 
MILITARY ABUSES 

In response to appeals of political prisoners for assistance in calling 
attention to, and immediate action on, their grievances and demands, 
the NRCPP will be launching letter writing campaigns to intercede on 
their behalf. 

SAMPLE LETI'ER 

Salutation, 
I have learned that before and during September 21, students and 

workers have been jailed for protesting the violations of human rights 
and civil liberties in the Philippines. I believe in the validity of their 
demand especially since the action the military ·took against them 
attests to this . 

Rampant military abuse has characterized the Martial Law govern­
ment in the Philippines. The continuing harassment of Muslim refu­
gees in Campo Muslim; the incarceration of four Negrito Tribesmen in 
Camp Olivas and the mauling of parish priest, Fr. Mariaga of Tabuk, 
Kalinga-Apayao are only a few among the many atrocities committed 
against the tribal Filipinos. Even the struggle for survival of the lgorot 
people in Northern Luzon has been met with brute force instead of 
compassion. 

In light of these conditions , I urge your office to take action on the 
following demands: 

1. Grant general and unconditional amnesty to all political 
prisoners . 

2. Pull out all military troops in lgorot and Muslim territories. 
3. Curb the abuse of power of your military. 

Sincerely Yours, 

Below is n list of NRC campaigns thnt you mny wont to 
join. If you fill up the form and send it to us, NRC shall be 
glnd to furnish you with background information on the 
campaigns as well as other materials that you may need in 
order to participate in any of its activities. Please send the 
form to NRCPP, P .O. Box 27118, Onklnnd, CA 94602. 

I would like to: 
D receive background material on NRC nnd its 

various campaigns 
D receive regular issues of TANOD nnd other 

NRCPP publications 
NCRPPP 

Whom to Write 
The NRCPPP recommends that Jet• 

ters, or copies of letters be furnished to 
the following officials: 

Pres. Ferdinand Marcos 
Malacanang Palace, Manila 
Philippines 

Mr. Juan Ponce Enrile 
Department of National Defense 
Camp Aguinaldo, Manila 
Philippines 

Major-General Fidt:1 Ramos 
Headquarters of the 

Philippine Constabulary 
Comp Crome, Quezon City 
Philippines 

Mr. Carmelo Barbero 
Department cf National Defense 
Camp Aguinaldo, Quezon City 
Philippines 

Mr. Jose Crisol 
Office of Detainee Affairs 
Department of Notional Defense 
Comp Aguinaldo, Quezon City 
Philippines 

In the U.S., we recommend that 
copies of your letters be furnished to 
your representative in Congress nod: 

Ms. Pot Derion 
Office of Human Rights , Rm. 7802 
U.S. Deportment of State 
Washington , D.C. 20520 

□ donate to NRC 
D join the leter-writing campaign 

P.O. Box 27118 
Onklnnd, CA 94602 

Bulk Rate 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Permit No. SSBS 

Onklend, Ce. 

D adopt-a-prisoner from the Philippines 

D solicit signatures for the petition campaign. 

Name: __________________ _ 

Address: _________________ _ 

Organization: _______ Phone No.: ___ _ 

Sinclair Library 
Asia Collection 
2425 Campu Rd­
Honolulu, HI 96822 


