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IN THE SHADW OF DEATH 

Richard A *  Greer 

The summer and f a l l  of 1853 will forever be counted a s  one of Oahuls most trag- 
i c  periods. Thousands perished a s  t h e i r  flesh, eaten with smallpox, turned i n t o  
masses of stinking putrefaction. Panic ruled; desperate crowds pi led onto l i t t l e  
interisland coasters, f l ee ing  stricken Honolulu. B u t  death sa i led  with them, 

How was it with the  outer islands, thus  exposed t o  t he  horrors of the pustulant 
plague? Niihau, with an 1850 populstion of 714, escaped ent i re ly;  so did Molokai, 
t h e  mid-century home of 3,450 people, and Lanai, with i t s  600-odd residents.$ Nat- 
ural isolation, plus vaccine brought i n  from Kauai, saved Niihau; Molokai owed i t s  
salvation t o  a s imilar  but l e s s e r  isolat ion,  and t o  a toughly-enforced quarm-i;ine,2 
Dwight Baldwin went from Lahaina i n  July t o  vaccinate everybody on Lanai who needed 
%-and Lanai, too, was off the  in te r i s land  mainstrearn.3 

In  Honolulu, the  king appointed Royal Commissioners of Public Health a t  t he  
outbreak of smallpox i n  May. A t  once they named sub-commissioners: 

Kauai- J.F.B. Narshall, E.P. Bond, and J.U. Smith, WeDe 
Naui - P.H. Treadway, J,R. Dow, MID., and D. Baldwin, MID. 

Hawaii - 
Hilo and Puna - B. Pitman, J.H. Coney, and C.H. Wetmore, I4.D. 
Kau - the  Rev. HI Kimey 
North and South Kona - P. Cmmins, J. N l e r ,  and the  Rev. J.D, Paris  
Waimea and Kawaihae - Dr.  Nicholl, Mr. Humphries, and M r .  Nacey 

Their commissions recd thus: 
Honolulu, May 20th, 1853 

S i r  : 
You are  appointed a commissioner t o  a c t  with and f o r  

under the Royal Colmnissioners of Public Health agreeably with an k t  
Pssed  the  Legislature 16th PP,y ins tan t ,  

Your obec'ient Servant 
J. Hardy 

Sec. t o  the R.C. of P , H . ~  
Nearly four months late-n September 12-the R. C .P took a backward look: 

%ding it useless to try t o  protect  mhu, they had concerned themselves with spar- 
mg the outer islands,  they r e p r t e d . 5  What does the  record show? 

-llLpox struck Koloa, Kauai, on June 5. The victim recovered, but by June 2 
there had been 9 cases and 1 death a t  Hanalei, on the opposite side of the  i s l a d ,  
Neanwhile, nearly everybody on Kauai had beer! vaccinated a s  the f ight  began. 

a 
It Was a pinchpenny ba t t le ,  Early i n  July the RmCoPaHa a t  Honolulu were clam- 

oring for  an exact account of expenses. Chairman Marshall held them off:  Expenses 
were s t i l l  mounting; comnication was slow; Hawaiians were not furnishing proper 
Vouchers,? And further instructions were needed. Were Narshallfs crew t o  S t . 7 ~  Pre- 
ventive measures, o r  c m t i n ~ e  than a t  t h e i r  own expense? Should they a c t  uodsr the  
authority and orders of the R.C.P,H, a s  they  had done? The answer was: Go ailead, 

but raise a s  much money loca l ly  a s  possible; the  $10,000 a l lo t t ed  t o  the R.C.PQH~ 
'OUld not meet needs, The Honolulu commissioners enclosed a p e t i t i m  t o  be referred 

the people of Kauai. 1% cer ta in  smallpox re&ations; if these were 
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approved, Kauai would be expected t o  enforce them.8 
Regulations were passed; Marshall asked the  R.C.P.H., i f  it approved, t o  sign 

the notice and have hOO or  500 copies p r in t  ed-mo s t l y  i n  Hawaiian--for c i rcu la t ion  
i n  Honolulu and on Kauai, He wr&e tha t  it would be "inexpedient" t o  prohibit  ve* 
sels from coming to t he  is land,  but added t ha t  the  going t o  and f r o  of Hawaiims was 
1 1 ,  ,,a great and unnecessary e v i l  and risk." Expenses incurred t o  June 30 t o t a l ed  
$35,000--conditionally-including purchases of houses t o  be paid f o r  i n  case they  
were occupied by smallpox victinls .9 

Despite the  new regulations, vessels  continued t o  bring passengers bearing per- 
mits signed by S .  Porter  Ford, b1.D. and h i s  aide,  Kahanamaikai. I n  t he  middle of 
August two cases broke out i n  new and d i s t an t  l oca l i t i e s ,  t h e  v i c t h s  hwing  lar-ded 
fron the - Pau under permits from D r .  Ford, Up t o  t h i s  time t h e  Kauai s u b c o d s s i o n e r s  
had been able t o  keep t h e  smallpox within i t s  o r ig ina l  limits, even thou& 7 of t h e  
8 deaths recorded had been of people who had brought t he  disease from Oahu, 
l!arshall urged t ha t  t h e  Kauai regulst ions be s t r i c t l y  enforced; Ford and Kahanau- 
naikai should s top giving 

Meanwhile' morbid and v i t a l  s t a t i s t i c s  had been accumulating, though slowlp: 
Report of July 13--Total number of cases on Kauni from the  s t a r t :  16; t,o.f;al 

number of deaths: 5; no new cases reported i n  the  p s t  8 days; cases a t  Hanamaulu, 
Waioli and Waimea .ll 

Report of Ju ly  23--Total number of cases from t h e  s t a r t :  19; t o t a l  number of  
deaths: 6; the  smcillpox did  not seem t o  spread; of 3 new cases, 2 were from Cahu; 
one had died-he bathed and died soon.12 

Report of July 2&Total of cases t o  date: 23; t o t a l  of deaths t o  date: 7.13 
Report of August 16- ince repor t  of August 1, there  had been 2 new cases and 

1 death, both a t  KO tolau, li 
Report of September 3-Since l a s t  report,  4 new cases and 2 deaths.15 
The R.C.P.H. asked f o r  f i n a l  s m r i e s  from a l l  i s l ands  i n  January, 1854. 

Marshall complied: There had been 29 cases and 1 0  deaths on Kauai. The smallpox 
had generally taken a mild form; most of the  deaths were believed caused by t h e  
It *.*imprudence and mimanagement. ..It of t h e  pa t ien t s  &rid t h e i r  fr iends.  Two died 
just a f t e r  bathing, and a t h i r d  a f t e r  having himself rubbed a l l  over with red  pep- 
Peps when t he  eruption appeizred, Seven of t h e  s i ck  c ~ u g h t  mal lpox i n  Honolulu, but 

&isease spread i n  only two instances. One died a t  ~ a i o l i ,  and about a dozen 
cases resulted, The same happened a t  K o l o l 3 . ~ ~  Marshall l i s t e d  t h e  reasons f o r  
Kauaits good fortune: (1) About three-fcudhs of  t h e  adu l t  poI;ulation had been vac- 
cinated severs1 years before; (2) people e x p s e d  t o  mal lpox ~d not  coll t~3Ct it; 
(3) care had been taken t o  perpetuate good v i ru s  by vaccinnting healthy children +t 
the s tar t ;  (4) ~ a u d  c s was ra ther  scattered,  so police r e a l a t i o n s  could 
be carried out,16 

Naui suffered more. mt  the re  was one br ight  spot: I n  1842,  wight ~ a l d w i n  
had spent 6 o r  8 months vaccinating t h e  people, imrounizing sone 2,000 of abou': 
3 , 5 0 ~  (presumably then l i v i n g  in and around ~ a h a i n a ) ,  and a t  d i f f e r en t  t i n e s  i n  
later years vaccinati  on had be en mtinued.17 Some r e  ~ e I V 0 i r  of -unity apparently 
remained. Baldwin got first..hand experience a t  t h e  epidemic s SOWCe: Gll tbne 6 ,  
1853, he traveled t o  Honolulu and saw there  t h e  yellow flags--signs of infeo'iiofl-- 
nu l t i~ ly ing  a s  the  disease spread, ~ o r t u n a t e l y ,  he observed, i ts  victims were 
I1 
o*ahxt en t i r e ly  among the  v i l e r  1118 

Baldwin returned t o  h i s  L a h i n a  home on June u e  Drs. mw and Fe'IJ* Hutchism 
were already vaccinating. Baldwin helped; he a l s o  warned the peoPl-9, Tiding from 
mint  to point and t h a t  no one be allowed t o  lend from boats mder any ciI'- 
cumstances . l9  There had a l ready  been some trouble. 01 June 8 Dew had wr i t t en  t o  
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the R.C.P,H* t o  ask whether the  charge f o r  examining coasting vessels  should be 
paid by the vessels  o r  by the  government, Thus f a r  the former had paid with re- 

1 flllting ill feeling, a s  some sa id  no such f ee  was required a t  Honaklu, 50 
I ~ a u i  observed i t s  day of fas t ing  and prayer-proclaimed by the? kifig-on June 

15.21 And s t i l l  the  smallpox held off ,  Gn the  twent f i r s t  Bald-&n went t o  Kipa- 
hulu; the next day Dow reported a l l  c l ea r  a s  beforca25- Then on Tmrsday (the 
twenty-third) Baldwin went t o  Kenuils section of Lahaina and examined arms. Of 400, 
he found 6 5  needing vaccination o r  revaccination. Just a s  he had nearly finished, a 
messenger reported a case of smallpox, Dow went, and found a woman-lla vilell-sick 
near the king's palace, and makai of Baldwinrs meeting house. She had come frm 
Oahu 12 days before. The yellow f l a g  went up i n  Lahaina f o r  the f i r s t  time,23 

Fear and rage swept the  town, There had been thus f a r  3 cases of sma:~:i,pox i n  
the harbor, and once a ship bearing t h e  disease had turned back t o  Honolul~. Kaui 
citizens blamed the R,C.P.H.-who, they said, had l e t  vessel  a f t e r  vessel  come t o  
scatter people a l l  over t h e  is land,  Already, reports ran, 3 smallpox sufferers  
from Oahu had been l a d e d  a t  Kiphulu.24 

A s  soon a s  the  sick woman was discovered, townsmen-both native and foreign- 
held a mass meeting. They resolved t o  ask t h e  R.C.P.H. t o  forbid anybod t o  em- 
bark f or Maui, and t o  stop landing of f re igh t  and pusscngers from Cahu.2T While 
they met, J.S. Green was wri t ing from Makawao; he reported no smallpox but a need 
f o r  vaccine, A l i t t l e  had b en sent from Lahaina four weeks before, and mission- 
aries had been vaccinating. 2& 

Iahainals problem got f resh emphasis t h a t  same Thursday night when a ship from 
ahu  brought another 12 passengers, Determined t h a t  they should not mix with 
Lahainans, Dow and Ba1dwj.n spent most of Friday morning looking for  a quarantine . 
hause, Baldwin then wrote t o  Honolulu, begging a s top t o  the  stream of 5mvelers, 
and a f t e r  that  occupied 3 hours vaccinating a t  Timoteols a ~ n :  (dis t r ic t ) .27 

r i a l s  fo r  a AS early a s  JU& 8, Lahaina 1 s res idents  had been collectl-rig mate- 
SKUpox h 0 ~ ~ i t a l . 2 8  The spot picked f u r  it was the  llnorth coccnut grove'1 a t  Fala, 
A rowboat was used t o  transport  p t i e n t s  f ren ~ a h a i n a . ~ 9  The f i r s t  case-the one 
found on June the t r i p  on Saturday night, June 25. With he r  went 6 o r  7 
others l iv ing  in the same house, The s ick wanan ad var ioloid only; she recovered 

3% without transmitting the  disease t o  awbody else. 
A I1realll case of smallpox cane t o  l i g h t  on Sunday, June 26. It was a young 

mIm from mhu, l i v ing  on a back s t r e e t  i n  a thick c lus te r  of houses. Her i l l n e s s  
had been Concealed f o r  several  days, The problem: How t o  get  ker  safely out of 

Dow got a boat, Baldwin emptied t h e  narrow road, and the sufferer walked 
through back s t r ee t s  by the chapel and down t o  the  skiff ,  which took k r  t o  Mala. 
The res t  of tha t  Sunday a n  3 Lahaina doctors spent ~ 3 c C i n a t i ~ & 3 1  On the  very day 
(viyhesday, June 29) t h a t   ow reported these 2 cases--@us 7 others  a t  K ipahu lud  
s h l ~  from Qahu landed 80 people a t  ~ a h a i n a . 3 ~  And tha t  night the  young wcaan a t  
Mala died, 

Meanwhile, the R.C.P,H. had penned t h e i r  reply t o  the  ~ a u i  petition:   hers 
would be no embargo on passengers f r m  @JII.I; the  c d s s i o n e r s  f e l t  t ha t  they had 
done a U  they by appointing agents and inst ruct ing them 60 anow none t o  s a i l  
m e s s  On urgent business and protected by ~acc ina t ion .  Also, there  WS a boarding 
Physician a t  Lahaina who could refuse landing permission t o aw who appeared 30 
have tinallpox. The co-s&oners did agree t o  approve enj' quarantine ru les  t h a t  
'au might want.33 

Vaccination went on ontinurnsly, Bal dwin, DOW and ~ u t  chis on worked t h r  mgh 
Lahaina, aowalu and other areas; rnissionam ~ d ~ 3 r d  Bailey immunized ~ a i l u k u  and 
Nakam0.34 And the maupox confined i t s e l f  t o  Lahaina and u ~ h f l u .  Al l  was q u i e t  
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during the f i r s t  week of July* But from the  seventh t o  the thir teenth,  Dow noted 
16 new cases, 1 i n  Lahaina and 1 5  i n  the neighborhood of Kipahulu and Hana. A t  
fiphulu, 6 had died.35 The Lahaina case was a man fmm @hu l iv jng  i n  Kuakamaunats 
yard; he had varioloid only, and none took the  disease from hi1n.3~ Chairman 
Trea&rlay of the  Nmi sub-comnLssioners now pronounced Lahaina healthy and f r e e  f r o m  
mallpox--and so well vaccinated thnt  he predicted there would not  be enough cczses 
t o  leave any infection behind. To t h i s  the  ed i to r  of t h e  Pol eslan i n  beleaguemd 
Honolulu rejoined t h a t  Lahaina might get  i t s  tu rn  la ter .3  + 

But it never did, real ly ,  Various reports show developments t o  t he  l a t t e r  par t  
of August : 

For the week ending July 20: 1 new case a t  Lahaha and 1 a t  Keahclkuloa. No 
deaths38 

For the week ending July 27: 3 new cases on Maui, Six deaths-1 a t  Lahaina, 
5 a t  Kipahulu.39 

Summary (about August 1): 7 cases t o  date i n  ~ahaina-3 smallpox (2 died and 1 
recovered) and 4 varioloid. Two of the 7 were a t  Lahainaluna, and 6 were from Oahu. 
The seventh--and the  f i r s t   hamel ell case i n  Lahaina-was a l i t t l e  girl with l i g h t  
varioloid.40 She l i v e d  a l i t t l e  way back from the seaments hospi ta l  and had s lep t  
with a womm from @hum From t h e  girl another took it and was concealed f o r  a week 
in a house. When t h i s  l a t t e r  case came t o  l igh t ,  t he  house was burned, a s  had been 
proclaimed.41 A U  pa t ien ts  had been taken a t  once t o  t h e  smallpox hospi ta l  i n  the  
coconut grove about 1& miles north of t he  business par t  of Lahainn. And the t o m t s  
entire population had beell vaccinated several  times. Drs. Dow and Hutchinson had 

most of the work, sometimes meeting the people a t  t h e i r  ash001 houses. I n  the  
Past Hawaiians had vaccinated, but t he  practice had been dropped, The s ta tus  of 
Baldwin1 s f i e l d  was: Molokai f r ee  of smallpox and a l l  vaccinatad; ~ a i l u k u ,  Waihee 
and Waiehu f r ee  and a n  vaccinated; Honolua, Kula, Makawao nnc! Hanakua free, with 
vaccination progressing, ~ u t  smallpox was s ~ e a d i n g  a t  Kipahulu and Hana, and other 
distr icts i n  tha t  p:irt of tho island were u r1~ro tec t ed*4~  

For week endine: Aumst 10: 8 new cases on ~ n u i ,  no deathsG43 



neglecting other p a r t s  of the  island. The RoCoPoH. l e t  Treadway and h i s  colleagues 
know about th i s ,  "trustingt1 t h a t  the best  provision would be m2de f o r  those sick a t  
f i phu lu  and e l s e ~ h e r e . 5 ~  

The I~i3ui sub-commissioners hired Dr, John Rae t o  vaccinate i n  the  eastern dis- 
tricts. He t r ~ e l e d  from lic2liawa0 through Kula to Honaula, then around the south t o  
Hma and back north t o  Hmakua. Following h i s  tour  he burst  i n t o  t he  columns of t h e  
Pol:pesian with a long and c r i t i c a l  report of a f f a i r s  on Maui: 51 He had too l i t t l e  - .-- 
vaccine, and the  comn6ssioner.s could not supply it; of t h e  four doctors on Naui, 
two were i n  Lahaina; medical men should be sent t o  other l oca l i t i e s ;  though kine s ick 
were often abandoned through fear,  msny could be saved; the  government was 05ligated 
to help the Hawiians, who now depended on it f o r  salvation. 

Others challenged these Raevings: The Polynesian had always understcod tha t  
the Maui sub-commissioners were energetic and v ig i lan t ;  i f  Rae would show them t h e i r  
shortcomings, they would be remedied, After a l l ,  the  ministers of goverment wem 
not  those empowered by law t o  look a f t e r  de ta i l s ,  And t h e  R.C.P.H. had delegated 
all of i t s  power t o  the sub-commissioners a t  t he  s t a r t  .5* 

A t  the end of September, Baldwin mde  h i s  own tour  through East Kaui, retracing 
Rae's route, CZI h i s  re turn he reported 63 dead a t  Hana, 27 a t  Kipahulu, 1 5  a t  Kaupo, 
2 a t  Qhikinui, and 2 i n  the  v i c in i ty  of biakawao.53 Meanwhile-on September 19-he 
had reported on matters a t  ~ a h a i n a :  Sixty-three people had been inoculated by N r ,  
Hutchinson; 31 had no after-effects, while 5 took l i g h t  cases of smallpox; there had 
been a t o t a l  of 25 cases (11 a t  Lahainallma, a l l  from Ozhu; 6 a t  Lahaina, short ly  
after landing from Oahu; 1 case from Hawaii; 7 llhmie casestt; and 7 deaths (5 of 
People from Oahu and 2 of Lahaina residents),  Eleven of the  25 cases had been se- 
~ere.54 A t  the t h e  of reporting there  were no cases, not even i n  t he  hospital. 
Nor had there been any new smznpox sufferers  since August 27, when a f a t a l  case de- 
~elo~ed.55 For the past s i x  o r  seven weeks Baldwin had been v p i n a t i n g  from 1 t o  
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sub-commissioners met. They resolved: (1) t o  h i r e  two o r  more people t o  a t tend 
the hospital ( ~ e o r g e  Coleman, a foreigner, was employed a t  $2.0 a day); (2) t o  a p  
point a boarding o f f i c e r  who would a l s o  a t t end  the  s i c k  i n  the  hosp i ta l  and do gen- 
eral duty (a M r  e Barnes was hi red a t  $2.00 a day); (3) t o  send agent s through Hilo 
and Puna supplied with good vaccine and instruments f o r  vaccinating (~urenapa  did 
this for Hilo, and John Holoai f o r  Puna); (4) t o  put up a house on Cocoanut Island 
for hospit3. at tendants and a s  a depot f o r  supplies (Mr. Coney superintended the  
building). bt 

Four days l a t e r  t h e y  decided t o  bu i ld  a house a t  Puhonua t o  receive s ick  for- 
eigners, and on Ju ly  3 they  accepted D r .  John Pelhamls plan t o  prevent the spread of 
smallpox. Mr. Louis Par i s  was appointed t o  take charge of t he  infected gulch of 
Bhalii;  Pelhm, a f t e r  seeing h i s  scheme f u l l y  established, would go on t o  Laupahoe- 
hoe and take control  there.  D r .  Patterson of Honolulu was t o  be hi red a s  physician 
a t  Kahalii, with Par is  helping him a s  i n t e rp re t e r  .67 On Ju ly  5, M r .  Nayor was en- 
gaged t o  carry out pelhamts plans a t  Funa, a t  a wage of $1.00 a day m d  expensesmb8 

This date-July 5-ma-ked the  first t ime the commissioners had met a s  a whole. 
Dr. Wetmore 1 s home was the scene, The group resolved t o  : (1) buy a house already 
built a t  Puhonua, and (2) from t h a t  week ( i f  there  were no smallpox outbreak i n  
Hilo) t o  put a l.4,-day q arantine on coasting vesse l s  coming from a port where small- 
pox was knom t o  e a s t . 8 9  The ccmmissioners v i s i t e d  several  houses a t  Puhonua, but 
the occupants would ne i ther  ren t  nor s e l l  them; they then decided t o  bui ld  a has- 
@ta l  for foreigners ff..,on t h e  t h i r d  h i l l  of ( i l l eg ib l e  )If, f o r  which purpose 
yr. Reed was employed and s t a r t e d  t o  work a t  once, This was on July  6. 

Meanwhile t h e  smallpox had been ravaging a 2 k i l e  d i s t r i c t  between Laupahoe- 
hoe and Kahalii, By j u ly  1 the re  had been 78 cases and l.4 deaths. Pelham was t h e  

doctor available;  Charles Wetmore was down with varioloid,  but had near ly  re- 
covared.70 InJetmore ms t h e  one who had ca l led  t he  Hawaiians together t o  arrange 
for  a hospital.  Choosing one of t h e i r  number a s  overseer, they had put up a house 
58fi5 fee t  between Saturday m d  Tucsdzy night. I ronical ly ,  Wetmore was t he  f i r s t  
to occupy it ,71 

The sub-commissioners met again a t  ?ietmoret s on Ju ly  9, when they  considered 
the best means of carrying out t he  plans of Pelham and Burenapa. They adopted t he  
l a t t e r l s  proposdl f o r  Kah&Jii and chose him t o  pct  it i n t o  e f fec t .  Patterson w o u ~  
be the physician and Par i s  t h e  i n t e r ~ r e t e r ,  a s  before agreed. Pitman they asked t o  
be banker and t reasure r  f o r  t h e  sub-canmission, furnishing money u n t i l  some def in i te  

could be made. He was t o  discover whether IGessrs. Lyman, Austin end 
Others Would be wi l l ing  t o  advance funds. 72 

On the  eleventh a Hawaiian, Ioe, was hi red a t  $1.00 a day t o  help George 
Cohnan a t  t he  Cocoanut Island hospital .  If and when a case of malignant snallpox 
Was isolated there,  h i s  pay would r i s e  t o  $1050 a day. 73 

Pitman now reported t o  t h e  R,C.P.H. He wrote t ha t  t he  sub-cammissioners could 
meet the  requirement of reports;  agents Were not Sending i n  C O ~ ~ X I B X ~ ~ C ~ ~ ~ O ~ S ,  

and the Hawaiians were so  afraid of t h e  epidemic t h s t  they  sometimes refused t o  ca r ry  
messages. He forwarded the  resolution concerning quarmtine  of c cast ing vessels, 
with t h i s  note: Cn t h e  of ~ u l y  10, t h e  schooner Kulimanu had arrPred; no 
case of smallpox having yet appeared i n  IIilo, t he  sh ip  W s S  quarentine dm TWO v i s i t s  
before, t h i s  vessel  had bmught t h e  f irst  case of t h e  sickness t o  flswaii; therefore, 
II 
***her a r r i v a l  has been regarded by t h e  nat ives  with feefings of no f r i end ly  char- 

acter.1174 In  a l l ,  96 cases and 23 deaths were on record, and t he  smallpox wzs s t i l l  
'Onfined t o  laupahoehoe and KahaI-ii. But the re  had been no report  since June 30. 
Agents of the  subcommission had been vaccinating rap id ly  in a l l  sections. 7 5 

Another meeting on ~ u l y  hezrd t h a t  Lyxmn, Austin, worth and Mills h8d re- 
hsed advmce money, f o r  one reason o r  another. Pitmsn agreed t o  put up cash, 
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providing he was repaid i n  current  s i l v e r  coin a t  a premium of 3 per cent. The con- 
ditions were accepted. Austin asked t o  serve a s  secretary, and t h e  sub-cornmissioners 
then resolved to: (1) bring i n  2 schoolboys and i n s t ruc t  them i n  t r ea t i ng  smallpox; 
(2)  pay Dr. Pelh&m, f o r  h i s  tfarduou.~ servicesff ,  $2.00 a day; (3) pay D r ,  Patterson 
and Louis Par is  $1.50 a day each; (4) i n s t ruc  Pitman t o  c s l l  i n  a i l  b i l l s  and pay 
them with t h e  approval of t h e  ccmmissioners.7 k 

By July  26, t he r e  had been 120 cases (12 of them var ioloid)  and 75 deaths. 
Hilo proper s t i l l  had not experienced a s ingle  case, the epidemic ye t  being l imi ted 
to i t s  original  locations.  The smallpox had near ly  run i t s  course a t  Kahalii, where 
there had been no case since about July 16, Pelham came down with smallpox En Ju ly  
17, and received t he  spec ia l  thanks of the  sub-commissioners f o r  h i s  labors.  / 7  
Burempa a t  K ~ h a l i i  and Pelham a t  Laupahoehoe got orders t o  s a t i s f y  themseives of 
the eradication of t h e  smallpox by death o r  recovery, then t o  destroy a l l  in fec t ion  
by burning o r  fumigation and r a i s e  t he  s t r i c t  .78 

From t h i s  point the record becanes even more sketchy. By August 22 there  had 
been 3 deaths a t  the  hospital ,  a mile from Hilo, where Wetmore s t a~ed .79  A few days 
la ter  Netmore was writ ing about paying a s s i s t s n t s  f o r  t he  month off June 1B4uly 18. 
He suggested $5.00 s@ece; they wanted 68,00 f o r  t h e i r  work of vaccinating, e d n i n g  
arms, etc. The sub-commissioners asked permission t o  destroy pulu exposed t o  
~Ul lpox ,  but the  R ,C.P.H. turned them down t o  save money; sun and a i r  would dis- 
infect the s tuff ,  8 1  

By the  middle of October the re  was no smallpox i n  Hilo o r  i t s  v ic in i ty .  The 
Port was declared safe f o r  shipping; indeed, t h e  f i r s t  whaler of the  season had ar- 
rived more than a month ea r l i e r ,  on September 5 ,82 Puna was clean by Fovember 11, 
but a t  t h i s  time a convalescent case burdened Hilo, where disease had reappeared,  
evidently,83 ~t is clear,  thou&, t h a t  t h e  town suffered l i t t l e ;  mirml e s  of t he  
missionaries 1 general  meeting noted t h a t  tt.. .probably no c o m n i t y  of the  sane s ize  
on the Islands ,.,suffered l e s s  from the  prevail ing epidemic t h e  l a s t  year .u84 

Titus Coan made a f i n a l  estimate of mortal i ty.  There had been, he wrote, some 
150 deaths a t  two points i n  Hilo d i s t r i c t  and one i'n Funs. A day of fas t ing  and 
Prayer had ushered i n  t he  epidemic. day of thanksgiving marked t h e  end of t h e  
@-ague Collections net ted @+00,00. 84 

K ~ u  d i s t r i c t  w 3 s  luckier--or more v ig i l an t ,  The epidemic, though expected, 
did not appear, The Rev. H. Kinney, sub-ccnmissioner, summarized a f f a i r s  l a t e  i n  
July: Having got no vaccine frcm C a h ,  he sent  t o  D r ,  Iietmore a t  Hilo f o r  some. It 
was none too soon, Refugees f rm disease-stricken sections rushed t o  Kau f o r  szfe- 
t ~ *  But makati - (guards) posted a t  various spots turned a w  s t rangers  and quaran- 

returning res idents* t h e  whole they  worked p re t t y  fa i th fu l ly ,  some stand- 
ing duty f o r  two weeks, I f  t h e  guards were t o  be paid, Kinney recommended a wage of 

more than 25 cents a day, perhaps l e s s ,  86 
He did manage t o  g e t  good v i rus  a f t e r  some time, taking it from young people 

the Seventh and eighth days a f t e r  ~ a c c i n a t i o n .  Most adu l t s  had been vaccinated a 
Years previously, and with almost no exception, the  Kau people underwent imu-  

UZation from 2 to 5 times, f imey  did  most of the work himself, not  having f u l l  
confidence i n  Hawaiian assistants, Two boys had been handed over t o  the judge f o r  
refusing t o  give virus from t h e i r  arms; they were f ined $2.00 each, Others fed 
through t he  jdicia d l  were from mhu who ran away from t h e i r  assigned 
Fmrters-67 

- .~ -~~ 

the  young, Many were enlfeebl~d f o r  U f e ,  o r  hurried t o t h e  grave. Most 

wQmen wfi0 went t o  mhu came back diseased, according t o  Kinney, 
6 8 
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Smallpox invaded Kona e a r l y  i n  June i n  the  person of a woman car r ied  up from 
Honolulu by the  Hara l i l io .  It was the usual  story:  She s e t t l e d  in a c lu s t e r  of 
houses, there was much ~;:sitin~ f r o n  near and fe r ,  and by t he  time t h e  case was 
identified it was t oo  l a t e  to check t h e  disease s sPreade89 Sub-cczmis uioner P. 
Cumings viewed t h e  p t i e n t ,  What he SEW convinced him t h a t  she did indeed have 
snallpox. And he wzs experienced; e a r l i e r ,  22 cases had broken out, aboard a ship  he 
colnm~n de d . 

k doctor came, but he j u s t  looked a t  t h e  womnls f ace  and l e f t  the house with- 
out mking any emmination. He did, howe~er,  confirm Cummingsl diagnosis. A day- 
and-night watch was mounted over t h e  f ive  houses involved, and a man hired t o  pro- 
vide them with food, water and wood. The vic t im was not very sick, having a good 
appetite and being ab le  t o  l esve  her quar te r s  to answer Ilcalls of nature" .90 

By June 20 there  had been 11 cases, 5 of them f a t a l ;  9 of t h e  csses  and 4 of 
the deaths had been i n  one family.91 A month l a t e r  t h e  Rev. J m D o  Paris, report ing 
from South Kona, wrote of many deaths. I n  some instances, whole famil ies  had been 
cut off. The common schools were shut dovm, and Par i s  was busy vaccinating. 92 

It was not u n t i l  t h e  second week i n  August t ha t  J. Fuller ,  a t  Kealakekua, re- 
ceived a note-dated June 2b-making him a sub-canmissioner. A few days l a t e r  he 
got a seccnd message; both he and Pa r i s  had been replaced f o r  neglect  of duty, The 
new of f ic ia l s  were Captain Cummings a d  Governor Kapeu. Fullar r e tu rmd  h i s  com- 
mission t o  Honolulu, remarking t h a t  he knew both t he  informer and h i s  motives, but 
Pledging t o  continue the f i g h t  against  snallpox. The chief danger, wrote Fuller ,  
was the a r r i v a l  of ships from ~onolulu .93 

Cummings was angry, Kapeau, he heard, had wri t ten  t o  Honolulu, charging 
CUDnhgs with negligence and Ful ler  and Par i s  with complete inac.tivity. I f  not 
satisfied, the  R.C.P.H. could appoint scmebody e l se ,  But if no one had done any- 
t h g ,  how was it t h a t  t h e  smallpox had not  spread more?y4 

T h i s  was i n  the  middle of August. To date, Cunmings knew of 112 cases and 69 
deaths i n  h i s  d i s t r i c t ,  A t  t h e  time there  were only 2 new cases, He wrote: It... 

I think it could be stoped p i c 7  - - if we could prevent any more importations."95 To 
the south there  had been 73 cases and fJ deaths, but no new patien-ts f o r  more than  a 
month, and no cases within 3 miles of t h e  bay. 

Cumn;ings regret ted the  f i r i n g  of Fu l l e r  and Paris, a s  he needed s a e b o d ~  t o  
consult. h d  a ~ d e  area  had t o  be covered: Ifpersons have been landed from t h e  
lHal a l i l i o  t a t  7 different v i l l ages  who have died with t h e  smallpox the  distance be- 
tween the two fa re r thes t  /;Jiq - - v i l l ages  i s  f m  30 t o  35 miles.,.1t 6 A t  t h e  first 2 
villages struck by smallpox them had been 84 cases and 45 deaths.9 

The R.C.P.H, had not acknowledged Cummingsf reports, and f o r  t h i s  reason he de- 
cided t o  quit mitbg them for a time. Anyhow, outside he lp  had been worthless: 

Sheman has not  ye t  landed to have him landed here would cause a r i o t ;  
I sha l l  t r y  to have him landed a t  Kailua with the  Doctor. Rope the  Dr .  w i l l  
meet expectations. 1 do not th ink  he done t h e  f i r s t  th ing f o r  any pepson 
sick with the  3.p. before he went t o  Honolulu.. ..I cannot forget  t h a t  
Herrick an M.D. in practice should remain in the  d i s t r i c t  some 2 months and 
never v i s i t  o r  prescribe for  one person s ick  with t h e  Jm Pox during t h e  
\hole  time.97 

A reply  from the  R.C.P.H. t r i e d  t o  placate  m n g s :  Reports were not 
except i n  a general way i n  t he  ~ 0 1 ~ e S i a n ;  -gsf agency had been 

"ry satisfactory; G ~ ~ .  Kapeau had been appointed t o  a c t  with M n g s  because +.he 
~ W O  were in constant co-nication; when t h e  doctor Was employed, t he  R.CIP.!I. had 
taken it for tha t  he was competent and t h a t  h i s  services  were absolute ly  re- 
Wred,  but c d g s  and Kapeau o d d  fire him. Herrick had taken tea,  r i ce ,  sugar 
and bread sent up by Marshal W.C. parke, and more would be furnished on 0 r d e r . 9 ~  
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To the  north, i n  Kohala, t h e  Rev. E.H. Bond struggled with t yp i ca l  problems, 
A t  the s t a r t  he faced trouble: He needed good uacc5ne matter ,  Several Hawaiians 
had returned from Honolulu, a l a rge  proportion ~~vaccinatedtt with spurious s tu f f .  
Also, Hatrnfians from Honolulu were llimmunizingII scores with matter from old u lce rs  
o r  eny su~pura t ing  wound, assur in  people t h a t  it made no difference. This, wrote 
Bond, should be a penal offense.9 5 

Bond was glad t h a t  t h e  R.C.P.H. had tabooed t h e  departure of unvaccinated peo- 
ple from Oahu. But he was soon convinced t h a t  the enforcement lagged. Informers 
told him t h a t  returning Kohalans had ' Iscarif ied t h e i r  own arms with a needle" o r  
something s imilar  and had thus  p s s e d  inspection. Bond warned: !!Such expedients 
w i l l . .  .be resorted t o  i f  they  con b e . 1 1 ~ ~ ~  Since June 10, 2 shiploads of passengers 
had cane from Oahu--scone from houses ac tua l l y  infected with smallpox, Not one per- 
son had had any o f f i c i a l  business. From 50 t o  80 were landing every week o r  two. 
They scattered a t  once t o  escape notice, and could not  be tracked down.lol 

So the  smallpox came, On June 27, Bond reported 2 cases imported under sanc- 
tion of Kanaumaikai 1 s &i27 s igna tu~e ,  and Il.. ,another shipnent of t h e  disease 
doubtless i n  individuals with c e r t i f i c a t e s  from the nat ive  you have empowered t o  
give them, For they have ce r t i f i c a t e s ,  but  no aenuine - -- vaccination!f1l02 ..-- Fresh in- 
fection cane every few days, some of it from Kawaihae. Passengers from Honolulu 
bnding there and finding t h e  plague a l ready raging, came up i n t o  t he  southern par t  
of Bondts distr ict .103 

Cn Friday, July 1, Captain Namaile of t he  @laikjnA, belonging t o  Ka lalumui of 
Kololau or  Honolulu, mhu, brought 3 passengers from Hana, Naui t o  Mahukona, The 
People had no permits, The sub-luna a t  Nahukona ordered them back t o  Hana i n  ac- 
cordance with R,C ,P~H,  ru les ,  ~ u t  they i n s i s t e d  on landing, and while t he  sub-luna 
was on his way t o  repor t  t o  Bond, the ship  sailed,  contrary t o  orders . l C 4  When 
the R.C.P.H. learned of this, they  ordered Namaile t o  be prosecuted before Judge 
C*C, Harris.105 

The f i r s t  case i n  Kohala had been brought i n  v i a  Kawaihae by a g i r l  frm Hono- 
lulu* She cane t o  be t r e a t e d  by a Hawaiian doctor who guaranteed a cure, D r .  James 
\fight took over the case a t  once; t he  house was declared L o L o & a ~  and a guard of 
constables put on watch around the clock, A t  t h e  t ime vaccination was jus t  s t a r t i n g  
in Kohala, The &,her res idents  of the house were vaccinated and q u a r a  t ined,l& 

The girl died on J U ~ Y  4. Just  before this, a man and h i s  daughter came from 
Honolulu, They sickened i n  8 o r  1 0  days, and t h e  rmn died on J i ~ l y  14, I n  t h e  house 
*ere the f i r s t  case lodged, 6 died and 3 recovered. Four other  people, f r i ends  of 
the f i r s t  p t i e n t ,  entered the house secretly,  though warned. Three of -- them died.107 
Bond blamed 2 or  3 deaths on cold bathing recmended ,  against  instructions,  by 
Hawaiian doctors, 

In t he  north sector, 12 died, Another 13 died i n  t h e  ~ x h e m e  s ~ t h ,  jus t  bar- 
dering on Kaw&hae, Dr. wight made t he  14-mih t r i p  down there  two O r  three times; 
capable Hawaiians did t h e  r e s t .  Bond credited a sca rc i ty  of water in the  South With 

Savulg many lives.lO8 
The l a s t  f a t a l i t y  occurred on August 2, bringing t h e  t o t a l  t o  25, There had 

&en l i t t l e  public excitement, and no violence, though i n  t h e  place adjoining Ka- 
mlhae there had been a tendency a t  first t o  what Bond ca l l ed  Itfanatical movementsn 
"d a threatening a t t i t u d e  toward t h e  guarding constables. After  several  Hawaiian 
doctors had died, t h e  people were more wi l l ing  t o  Submit t o  t h e  care of foreigners. 
bring the  epidemic, Bond and )light were busy vaccinating; eventually they  i m ~ i z e d  

P r t  of t h e  popfiation 4 times. Expenses t o t a l ed  $14.00: $5.0  f o r  horse 
hre for  Wight; $2.50 for burying t he  dead; $ 6 , 5 0  for actiul*Ses during ~urIe.llO 

The suh-ccpnvri ssj a e p  r e l a ~ ~ d  t,hefio shf ies:  
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A ~ a m i i a n  doctor i n  the  south faund a puddle of d i r t y  water; he then prescrib- 
ed daily baths f o r  h i s  pat ients .  After several  days of t h i s ,  a cow drank the  water, 
took snallpox, and died. Not a s ingle  l i f e  was saved u n t i l  t he  doctor himself ex- 
pired.lll 

A man, t ry ing  t o  go t o  h i s  father,  f l e d  the smallpox hosp i ta l  a t  night with h i s  
wife. She died in the  woods about a mile away. He, ~l , , ,a  horr ible  mass of putre- 
faction.. . I t ,  struggled on another 4 o r  5 miles t o  h i s  f a t h e r l s  house. But it was i n  
vain. A t  t he  son's  approach t h e  family ran away. A guard watched the  dying man un- 
til he breathed h i s  l a s t  the  next day.112 

Wthough Bond had been writ ing s ince  June 20, t h e  R.C.P.H. got no word from him 
until August 3, when a l l  h i s  repor ts  were delivered together. McCoughtry, then the  
secretary, rep l ied  t h e  same day: D r .  Wight would be e n t i t l e d  t o  whatever pay Bond 
thought rezsonable; t h e  doctor should make up a l i s t  of needed medicines; meanwhile, 
Dr. Hoffmann of Honolulu would send remedies being used i n  t h a t  c i ty ,  i n  vQue not 
t o  exceed $25.00; the  R.C.P.H. was sorry  t h a t  Bond had found it s o  hard t o  enforce 
quarantine, but t h e  same t roubles  had beset  every place where there  had been an at-  
tempt a t  enforcement $13 

Ch August 24, Bond reported the smallpox de f in i t e ly  conquered tt.,.by the  bless- 
ing of God upon our efforts,ll and D r .  Wight opposed t o receiving pay. The doctor 
was t o  v i s i t  Honolulu. xould t he  R.C.P.H. give him medicines? Hoffmann had sent  
nothing .I14 

Kawaihae and Wahea had t h e i r  own sub-commissioners, Smr;llpox struck early-- 
on June 3--with 3 Case SO malignant that  t h e  resu l t ing  corpse had t o  be buried i n  a 
coffin, ra ther  than a mt.115 D r .  Nicholl was ca l led  away on June 6. And up t o  t h e  
time of Chairman Humphreys f first repor t  (June 27) t he  d i s t r i c t  had been without vac- 
cine, medicine o r  doctor. The sub-commissioners h.?d furnished everything from t h e i r  
own pockets, Casualties t o  t h z t  date included 17 cases and 4 deaths, a l l  a t  ~aw3i -  
hae. Although there was no doctor nearer  t h m  Kohala o r  Hmakua, vaccination was 
going on freely, u s i w  lymph from arms, or, more generally, scabs. A grass  house, a 
halau (canoe shed) and some matting had been burned, and add i t i cna l  e x p n s e  incurred 
for digging graves. The question was, would the  owners be compensated? The number 
of constables had been increased, and they would be required t o  dig graves i n  t h e  
future .116 

But the constables deserted t h e i r  posts and ran amY* H m ~ h r e ~ s  replaced them 
with two c o n ~ a l e s c ~ n t s ,  a t  t he  wage of $5.00 a month each. ~ h e s e  employees both 
nursed and buried. Hmphreys &.self took a boat t o  Puako t o  vaccinate there-an- 

other $5.00 spent. ~~t a t  pu&o he met ll.. .violent opposition and absolute r e fu sa l  

On the Part of the nat ives  . . . , and had t o  tu rn  back a f t e r  near ly  an hour's fI'Uitless 
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As soon a s  he landed a t  Kawaihae, Lee got a note advising him not t o  go on, a s  1 he would be put i n  quarantine for  1 4  days. The judge f e l t  such s t r i c t  measures 
I justified because, a s  he wrote, ttSevera1 v i l l ages  have escaped t h e  Small Pox on this 
, Island, by stowing away every man who makes h i s  appearance,.,tll20 Puako, three  

miles from Kawaihae, was one such place, Lee feared, however, t h a t  disease would 
steal  i n  from Waimea. 

To August 20, Humphreys noted a t  Kamihae 39 cases and 24 deaths, wlth 3 cur- 
rently ill and 1 2  recovered, The two most recent cases had been passengers landed 
from Lee's ship, t h e  Kekauluohi, Humphreys renewed h i s  plea f o r  denim-4 pieces-- 
and for some 50 t o  100 mats a t  25 cents  each.la There was s t i l l  no doctor, 
Humphreys, who was co l lec to r  f o r  t he  port,  and Judge Johnstone were caring f o r  the  
stricken.122 

Kawaihae had suffered much indeed. Of the o r ig ina l  population of 150, 40 o r  42 
f e l l  ill, and 28 o r  29 died.123 I n  April, 1853, t h e  church there  had 100 communi- 
cents; a f t e r  t h e  epidanic there  were onl 24, and not a youth among them. The others  
were dead, sick, convalescent, o r  gone,1s4 The t imely a r r i v a l  of r i c e  and other  
supplies from Honolulu did re l i eve  sane misery. 

Observers described t h e  epidemic's impct :  Panic ruled when the mal lpox ap- 
peared, Many fled t h e i r  hcmes and took t o  t h e  woods, Ln a l l  _parishes crowds gath- 
ered fo r  prayer and exhortation. School and work were abandoned; t h e  people seemed 
obsessed with t h e  idea  t h a t  they  must pray o r  d ie ,  They thought t h a t  hundreds were 
Perishing i n  Honolulu because of t h e i r  s i n fu l  ways .125 

mentually mal lpox came t o  4 places i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  Some t r i e d  t o  he lp  t h e  
sick and dying, but most fl,, *seemed divested of every pa r t i c l e  of humanity.fr The 
nearest r e l a t i ve s  were l e f t  t o  suffer ,  starve, d ie  and r o t  unburied.126 I n  Kwai- 
hae, a t  the height of t h e  sic]mess, t h e  people s a t  i n  aprrthy, Par t  of t h e i r  v i l l age  
had been burned; a yellow f l ag  flew over near ly  a l l  t h e  houses l e f t  s tanding.u7 

Lorenzo Lyons, who vaccinated and helped i n  other  ways, had these  s t o r i e s  t o  
te l l :  

A man thought he would show h i s  bravery. A s t ranger  had passed through, bro- 
ctve one! s house, When the  ken out with smallpox, and s l ep t  i n  a cave near the  br-  

stranger l e f t ,  t h e  other  entered t h e  cave and ro l l ed  around i n  it, He took s ick  
died, and l a y  unburied f o r  severzl days. H i s  wife soon followed him i n  death,laB 

A helpless, s i ck  ch i ld  and i t s  pet  pig were abandoned i n  a house. The ch i ld  re- 
covered from smallpox but starved t o  death, shunned and deserted by a l l .  ~ e i g h b o r s  
then burned down the hDuse over i t s  tenants.  B ~ t h  Amsricans and Hzwaiians 

by while t h i s  tragedy ran i t s  course. 129 
Sta t is t ics  gleaned frorn vzry i n  completeness and r e l i a b i l i t y .  B U ~  

those available ind ica te  an ovarall mor ta l i ty  of a b m t  51 per cent r Tabulated, they  
show: 

DISTRICT CASES - 
Kauai 29 1 0  
Piaui 124 
Hilo and m a  150 (about) 
b u  0 0 

North Kona 112* 69# 
South Kona 41* 
Kohala 25 
Kawaihae and waimea - 43 2 9 - 

TOTALS 887 lrk8 
*AS interpreted from ~ d n g s t  repar t  of August 17, Not included a r e  t h e  84 

and 45 deaths l i s t e d  a s  i n  the  f i r s t  2 v i l l ages  infected. It i s  
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assumed tha t  these f igures  a r e  included i n  those gtven f o r  North Kona. 
Brackets indicate  f igures  in twpolated,  assuming a morta l i ty  r a t e  of 50 per 

cent. Dis t r i c t s  report ing both cases and deaths noted 536 and 273, respectively, o r  
a mortality r a t e  of . 509$ 

It appears, then, t h a t  the outer i s l ands  had i n  compriscn t o  Oahu: (1) a much 
lower ra te  of infection,  but  (2) possibly a higher r a t e  of mor ta l i ty  among the  in- 
fected. Isolat ion,  quarantine, and vaccination accounted fo r  t h e  f i r s t ;  a presum- 
ably in fe r io r  l e v e l  of care  could have been responsible f o r  the second, 

What of the  Royal Commissioners of Public Health? Had they r e a l l y  spared 
@huts s i s t e r  is lands? The evidence ind ica tes  otherwise, A s t r i c t  taboo on in te r -  
i s lmd shipping, imposed on t he  day when smallpox w2s  f i r s t  d iscwered i n  Honolulu, 
could have been e f fec t ive ,  But t he  po l icy  of l e t t i n g  people-supposedly vaccinated- 
flee Honolulu a t  w i l l  had i t s  inev i tab le  consequence. Whatever immunity t h e  outer 
islands en joyed resulted,  it seems, from t h e i r  locat ion and t h e i r  own programs of 
vaccination and quarantine. 
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EARLY CRIME STATISTICS OF H A N A I I  

Robert C. Schmitt 

S t a t i s t i c s  on crime i n  Hawaii were f i r s t  compiled i n  1838, a decade a f t e r  the  
in i t i a l  appearance of a pr inted penal code and only four years a f t e r  establishment 
of the e a r l i e s t  Is land police force. Such s t a t i s t i c s  a t  f i r s t  appeared only spo- 
radically. By 1853, however, crime data  were being collected,  tabulated and pub- 
lished on a regular and more o r  l e s s  comprable basis, This fifteen-year period of 
s t a t i s t i c a l  development i s  the  subject  of t h e  present paper. 

Criminal law, a police force, and modern courts  were introduced i n  Hawaii dur- 
ing the 1820ts and 1830ts. Long before the  f i r s t  white contact i n  1778, laws had 
been enacted by t he  Hawaiian kings and preserved by custom. Both c i v i l  and eccle- 
siast ical  c a r t s  exis ted &ring t h i s  period, It was not u n t i l  December 8, 1827, 
however, t h a t  a wr i t t en  penal code was proclaimed. T r i a l  by jury was introduced 
about the same time.1 The f i r s t  police force i n  t h e  Kingdom was organized i n  Hono- 
lulu i n  1834.2 

S t a t i s t i c a l  records of crime--or a t  l e a s t  of criminal convictions-first became 
available ea r ly  i n  1839. According. t o  an a r t i c l e  by P. Kanoa, published (in Hawai- 
ian) i n  Ke Kumu Hawaii on January 16, 1839, 

Cn t he  f i r s t  day of January, i n  t h e  year of. our Lord 1839, the  
magistrate made a computztion of t h e  number of those who had been sen- 
tenced according t o  law for t h e i r  a c t s  of disobedience, 

Of t h e  whole number of those sentenced, some were of Great Britain- 
some of whom were adul terers ,  sGme r i o t e r s ,  deserters,  mutineers and 
thieves. Another pa r t  were Americans, whose doings were l i k e  t he  others; 
adultery, lewdness, the f t ,  r i o t ,  desert ion .3 
Kanoals tabula t ion showed a t o t a l  of 522 convictions f o r  the  City of Honolulu 

during 1838. Data were given f o r  n ine  kinds of offense, Adultery was t he  most com- 
Don cause for conviction, accounting for almost ha l f  of the  t o t a l  offenses. Only 

Persons were convicted of manslaughter, most ser ious  (by modern standards) of 
the nine offenses l i s t e d .  These t o t a l s  included both nat ives  and foreigners; no ef- 
fort was made t o  c l a s s i fy  offenders by nat ional i ty ,  age, sex, o r  other character- 
lStics.  Detsiled information appears i n  Table 1. 

Similar s t a t i s t i c s  were compiled (but l e f t  unpublished) f o r  1839. A b r ie f  
handwritten report ,  i n  Hawiian, i s  preserved i n  t h e  S t a t e  ~ rch ives .4  This repor t  
includes a tabula t ion of the  number of convictions, f o r  each of seven offense cate- 
gories, in Honolulu during 1839. Tot.als a r e  shown separately by na t iona l i ty  of t h e  
Offender. Of 866 convictions, 451 were for e i t h e r  adultery, prost i tu t ion,  or  p i m p  

Grel ter  d e t a i l  i s  given i n  Table 2. 
S t a t i s t i c s  are next avai lable  f o r  1845. Written i n  Haw&ian and a p p r e n t l y  
published, t h i s  tabula t ion i s  f i l e d  i n  t h e  S ta te  Archives.5 Coverage Was exr 

tended f o r  the  f i r s t  time t o  t h e  e n t i r e  i s l and  of Oahu. Separate data were reported 
for each of five j u a e i a l  districts, m d  fur foreign~ra sopamtdy frCm natives, 
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Twenty-five d i s t i n c t  offenses were l i s t e d ,  some of which (such a s  Itkilling swinelf, 
llfast riciingll, and fldrinking sour potatoesll) sound ra ther  quaint t o  modern ears .  . 

Six, including t he  mos5 frequent (~lcdul tery  and fornicationtl, with 312 convictions), 
had t o  do with sexual and n a r i t a l  offenses. Murder and other major crimes were not 
listed. Total  convictions for  t he  year numbered 1,058. Table 3 presents addi t ional  
inf omat  ion. 

S t a t i s t i c s  f o r  1846 were l imi ted t o  llcases i n  t he  Police Court of Honolulu~~ f o r  
the  l a s t  s i x  months of the  year and tloffenses punishedl1 i n  t he  I n  e r i o r  Court during 
t h e  f i r s t  eleven months. Both s e r i e s  appeared i n  The Po1ynesiul.g The Police Court 
data l i s t e d  f i f t e e n  separate offense categories; so  did t h e  In f e r io r  Court, but not  
the  same f i f t een .  The l a t t e r  s e r i e s  presented s t a t i s t i c s  separately by sex. A s  i n  
ear l ier  tabulations,  some of t h e  crimes had a quaint sound: Itreviling languageft, 
"working on the  Sabbath Day", "heathenish practicesll, fldriving c a t t l e  through t h e  st. 
cont!ry t o  lawll, llfurious r id ing i n  t h e  s t r e e t s  of Honolulufi, Ifrefusing t o  do duty 
a s  servant st1 , 11 secreting seamen", and Itriding another1 s horse secretlyn, among 
others. Of 548 convictions, 300 were fo r  sexual offenses, ch i e f l y  fornication. The 
r e p o r t  added: 

Of t he  121 cases repcrted f o r  s i x  months i n  t h e  police court, a t  l e a s t  
90 were par t ic ipated i n  by natives,  which would mske an merage of 607 cases 
above, among a nat ive  population of about 10,000, f o r  1846, 

Set t ing as ide  the predominant v ice  of the  natives,  t he  t ab l e  of morality 
i s  grea t ly  i n  favor of t h e  females,...Great a s  has  been t h e  improvement i n  
the socia l  and p o l i t i c a l  r e l a t i ons  of t h e  natives, t h e i r  standard of morality 
i s  s t i l l  exceeding low, though crimes a r e  rare.  k man and woman were hung 
i n  August f o r  murder-the second case i n  Honolulu f o r  six years, House 
breaking i s  not frequent. 
Coverage was extended t o  t h e  en t i re  Kingdom in the repor t  of t h e  Warshal of t he  

Hawaiian Islznds, submitted by H. Sea t o  John Ricord (then Attorney General) on 
April 1, 1847. This report,  wr i t t en  i n  English and now f i l e d  i n  t h e  Sta te  Archives, 
contained a long nar ra t ive  and seven s t a t i s t i c a l  exhibits,7 The l a t t e r  included 
tabulations f o r  the  twelvemonth period ended April 1, 1847 on c i v i l  s u i t s  heard i n  
the Superior Court, criminal cases t r i e d  i n  t he  Police Court and In f e r io r  Court, 
Persons committed o r  fined, and prison inmates. The narra t ive  was l a t e r  ublished 
in The Polynesisn: excerpts fmm the  exhibit  t ab l e i ,  i n  Jarvests  h i s to ryOg Major 
crimes remained rare;  a s  noted by James, "There have. been but f i ve  executions f o r  
three murders f o r  t e n  years, 119 Adultery, fornication,  and whoredm continued t o  
account f o r  most of t h e  convictions, some @2 out of a t o t a l  of 1,518. Other of- 
fenses, l e s s  common, included flattempting t o  pray t o  death", fl pollution of a stream 
by human bonest!, fl blasphemyll, Itdriving c a t t l e  care less ly  through t h e  s t r ee t sn ,  "cut- 
t i n g  off the  t a i l s  of cows", Ifdrinking awall, and 1flyingl1. I n  Honolulu, 829 persons 
were f ined a t o t a l  of $9,501.73. Average f i n e s  ranged from $0.12 ( fo r  llcrowding i n  
t h e  s t reets")  t o  $500,00 ( f o r  11 s e l l i ng  s p i r i t s  t o  nativesf!) . Detailed s t a t i s t i c s  
a r e  l i s t e d  i n  Tables 4, 5 and 6 .  

Reporting of dats  on crime f i n a l l y  achieved s t a b i l i t y  with publication of t h e  
First Annual R e ~ o r t  of the Chief Jus t ice  of the  Supreme Court, s u h i t t c d  by ~ i l l i a m  
L O  Lee t o  t h e  1853 Legislature. This repor t  contained 1852 s t s t , i s t i c s  on criminal 
convictions, by offense, for  each i s land  of t he  Kingdom, For  two islands, Oahu and 
H ~ m i i ,  tabula t ions  were published by j ud i c i a l  d i s t r i c t .  Both Naui and Kauai re- 
Ported acqu i t t a l s  a s  well a s  convictions. Data were shown by sex f o r  Kauai and 
"ationality f o r  Oahu. Convictions t o t a l l e d  2,948, ch ie f ly  f o r  drunkenness (1, l lk)  
and fornication o r  adul tery  (730). Other offenses included such items a s  Itplanting 
swat', ttattempt t o  s cu t t l e  a ship11 , Itpro fanitytt , I1furious riding", and 11 demolishing 

Totals  by offense a r e  c i t ed  i n  Table 7. 
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S t a t i s t i c s  on crime or criminal convictions t he r ea f t e r  appeared regular ly  i n  
the repor ts  of t he  Chief Justice.  Terminology, format, and ana ly t ic  d e t a i l  were 
gradually improved. Minor moral in f rac t ions  were reported l e s s  frequently, although 
colorful o r  exotic i t e n s  continued t o  appear on occasion; examples from the  18501s 
and 1601s included 1fSunday quarrellingll, f1lewd conversationfl, Itviolating f i s h  tabusfl, 
f f d n ~ t a r d l g  conductff, f f k i  drinking", Ifgiving b i r t h  t o  bastard children", f lpracticing 
hoernanamanalf, "hula without license", flanaana o r  sorcery!', and flout a f t e r  b e l l  ring- 
ingfl, among others.1° 

Throughout t h i s  period, unfortunately, crime s t a t i s t i c s  were l i n i t e d  t o  court 
records of t h e  number of convictions, and nothing was compiled or  published on 
ei ther t he  number of crimes known t o  t h e  pol ice  o r  persons a r res ted  but re lessed 
without a t r i a l .  It i s  thus impossible t o  judge t h e  t r u e  extent  of crime i n  t he  
Islands during the 19th  century, A low t o t a l  f o r  any category of offense may in- 
dicate e i t he r  t h a t  few such offenses were committed, t he  police were unable t o  a p  
prehend t he  offenders, o r  t ha t  the prosecutor could not obtain a conviction. 

In te rpre ta t ion  of these  t o t a l s  i s  fu r ther  complicated by t h e  l a c k  of a su i tab le  
population base fo r  the  computation of meaningful ra tes .  Nany of t h e  persons con- 
victed i n  Honolulu courts  were sa i lo rs ,  res idents  of r u r a l  Oahu, and others no t  in- 
cluded i n  t he  population of t h e  c i t y ,  The number of such non-residents i n  town a t  a 
given time f luctuated widely. Even i f  t h i s  d i f f i c u l t y  could be resolved satisfac- 
tor i ly ,  it would s t i l l  be necessary t o  improvise estimates f o r  most of t h i s  period 
from inadequate census t o t a l s .  

Notwithstanding these  problems-serious a s  t h e y  appear t o  t h e  sociologis t  and 
social stat ist ician-the ea r ly  s t a t i s t i c s  on crime i n  Hawaii o f f e r  much usefu l  in- 
formation. Their great  potent ia l  value t o  h i s to r ians  and students of Hawaiian cul- 
ture warrants much c loser  study than they have received i n  t he  past .  
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7. Archives of Hawaii, Folder on "Atty. Gen. - Miscellaneous Letters,  1845-l$46- 

1847-1848-1849 '1 

8. The Polynesian, July 3, 1847, pp. 25-26; James Jackson Jarves, History of t h e  
Hawaiian Islands,  Third Edition (Honolulu: Charles Edwin Hitchcock, 1847), p. 239. 

9 6  &dm, pa 209. 
10. Various annual repor ts  of t h e  Chief Justice, 1854 t o  1868, 
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THBLE 1 CCNVICTIUIS, BY OFFENSE. FCR THE CITY OF HONGLULU: 1838 
1 

Kanawai (off ense) l  1 K a h e l u a n a  
@mber) 

i 
- 

Pepehikanaka (manslaughter), .................... ,,. .......... i 4 ........................ Moekolohe (adultery). ,, ............. I 246 .............................................. Ai!lue ( theft) . .  
1 48 

Hookamkama (lewdness). ...................... .. ............ .; 81 ................... Uhauha ( r i o t ) .  .,. ........................ i 3 2 
Hoopunipuni ( fa l se  witness). ................................. 48 
Mahuka (desertion) ..........................,............... I 30 
Weawea (seduction). ........................................ ..! 18 
Olohani (mutiny). ............................................ j 1 5  

T O?'AL 22 
1Translation from The H a w a i i a n a 8 3  I), p. 234. 

Moekolohe has a l s o  been t r ans l a t ed  a s   fornication^^; aihue as ~ ~ l a r c e n y ~ ~ ;  hookaraakama 
as  ~~pros t i t u t i on f l ;  uhauha a s  Ifspendthrift"; hoopnipuni  a s  flperjuryll; and weawea a s  
lfpimpingIf (see Table 3) .  Source: Ar t ic le  by P. Kanoa i n  Ke Kumu Hawaii, January 
16, 1839. ' 

TABLE 2 CCbTVICTICIJS, BY OFFENSE, FCX TIIE CITY OF HCNCLULU: 1839 

Noekolohe (adultery and fornication).  ........................ I 271 Hookzmakama (prost i tu t ion) .  ................................. .( 158 
Hoopunipuni (perjury),  ....................................... I 13 2 .......................... Uhauha (spendthrift). .  ..:. ......... 

I ............................................. 111 
Aihue (larceny), 63 ............................................ Weawea (pimping). 1 22 
Paiaina (?).. ............................................... 5 

Huihui ( t o t a l  ! 866 
l ~ r v l s l a t i o n  by Archives of Hawaii (see  Table 3) .  ) For a l t e rna t e  <ransla t  ion, 

see Table 1. 6ource: Manuscript t r ans la t ion  i n  Folder, Vour t s  - Miscellaneous, 
183 9-l8@1 in Archive s of Hawaii. 

TABLE 3 CCNVICTICNS, BY OFFENSE, FOR THE ISLAND OF OAHU: 1845 
I 

Moekolohe (adul tery  and fornication).  ........................ 
Uhauha (spendthrif t) .  ...................... ; .............~.~. 
h e l i i l i i  (rape). ..................................~.....~~.. 
Aihue (larceny). ............................................. 
Weawea (pimping). ...,..................................Om.... 
Poe hana Lapati  (working on t he  sabbath). .................... 
Pepehi puaa (k i l l i ng  swine). ...............................*~ 
Inu uwala (drinking sour potatoes). .......................... 

312 
15 
13 

U7 
8 

67 
3 

62 ....................................... Hoopunipuni (perjury). I i 5 
P i l i  waiwai (gambling), ...........................~.....~.~~. 3 1 
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TABLE 5 RETURN OF CRINDIAL CASES TRIED AT THE POLICE CCURT. AT TI 
RCl4OLULU: APRIL 1. 1846 TO NARCH 31. 1847 

f1Wmber of I Amount of 
Nature of Offence f ~ e r s o n s  Fined 1 Fines 

1 1 

Average 
Fine 

3 6.69 
23.89 
5095 

21.67 
2 moo 
4031 
6.29 

500.w 
30.00 

5 am 

2.75 
10.00 
10.00 

8.67 
2.00 
4.67 

100.00 
50.00 
5 
6.00 
6.00 

16.67 
50.00 
2.00 
4.00 
4.00 
1.00 

40 00 
10.00 

Fornication ............................. 1 113 / $756.00 
~ h s f t  ................................... 7 7 1839.36 
Drunkenness ............................. ' 1  43 256 . 00 
Ass3ult ................................. 9 195.00 

TABLE 6 A BETURN SHOI.JING THE NUMBER OF CRININAL CASES TRIED ON THE ISLANDS OF 
OAHU. MkUI . Hil'iAII. AND KAUAI: APRIL 1. 1846 TO MARCH 31. 1847 

I 
Offense 1 Number 

I 

110.00 
56.00 
4.4.00 

1000. 00 
60.00 

5 .OO 

7 I ......... Out a f t e r  hours ( s a i l o r s )  ...- 55 
Fast r id ing through t h e  s t r e e t s  .......... 13 .............. Disturbing t h e  public peace 7 
Sell ing s p i r i t s  t o  nat ives  .............. 2 

Fornication .......................................... 1 
Adultery .......................... ....................! ................................................ Theft ........................................... Drunkenness ................................................ 
Out a f t e r  hours ( s a i l o r s )  ............................ 
Fast r id ing through t h e  s t r e e t s  

1 Assault 

...................... 
Disturbing the  peace.. ............................... 1 I ........................... Selling s p i r i t s  t o  nat ives  4 

Adultery ................................ 
Bribery ................................. 2 

1 
Non-fulfillment of contract  ............. 2 5 050 

20.00 
10.00 
26 . 00 
2 *00 

14.00 
100.00 
100 . 00 
10.00 
12.00 
6.00 

50.00 
100.00 

2.00 
8 . 00 

Non-attendance a s  jurymen .............*. 2 

Fighting ................................. 16.00 
Disturbance of Sabbath ................... 
Cutting off t a i l s  of c a t t l e  ............. 40.00 
Rescuing prisoners. e t c  .................. 10.00 
Inc i t ing  mob t o  r i o t .  e t c  ................ 

TUTALS 
Source follows Table 6 

Contempt of court  ........................ 
Carrying instruments of death ............ 1 

3 
Working on t he  Sabbath ..................* 1 
Throwing miss i les  ......................... 3 I biasters of ships taking away nat ives  **"'I 1 
Harbouring deser ters  ...................... 2 
Driving c a t t l e  ca re less ly  through t h e  s t r e e t s  2 
Receiving br ibes  ......................... 2 ................................. Trespass l 1  
Sol ic i t ing t o  whoredom .................. 2 3 
Acting a s  pimp ........................... 2 
Resisting constables i n  execution o f  dut ii ; . Husband i l l - t r e a t i ng  wife ................ 
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.................................................. Bribery ............................. Non-fulfillment of contract  ....................................... Contempt of court ........................... Carrying instruments of death 
Working on t he  Sabbath. ................................ .................. Throwing miss i l es  with i n t en t  t o  wound .................... Wasters of ships  taking away nat ives  
Ha~bouring deser ters  .................................... ........... Driving c a t t l e  ca re less ly  through t h e  s t r e e t s  
Receiving  bribe^......................................^^ 
Trespass.* ..........................................*.... 
Sol ic i t ing t o  whoredom. ................................. 
Acting a s  pimps ......................................... 
Opposing constables i n  execution of duty ................ 
Husbands i l l - t r e a t i ng  tsives ....................m........ 
Fighting and brawling. .................................. 
Disturbing t h e  Sabbath .................................. 
Cutting off t h e  t a i l s  of cows. .......................... 
Rescuing prisoners from  constable^...........^....^..^^. 
Inci t ing mob t o  r i o t  .................................... 
Night walking ........................................... 
Rape ...................................... I ............... ................................................ Gambling 
Reviling and abuse. ..................be.........b....... 
Crowding i n   street^,....,...........^..................^ 
Passing bad money ......................................~ 
Cheating .. . . . . . . . . . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .*... . .b...b... . . . .  
Attempting t o  pray t o  death ............................. 
Polluting stream with human bones ....................... 
Keeping house of ill-fame ...................~.*~~..~.~.~ 
Night r i o t i ng  

........................................ I Blas&emy ......., ........................................... 
Breaking prison ......................................... 
Accessories t o  ~ ~ e . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ~ * ~ . * . . * * * * * * . * * * . * * * *  I 

I ........................................... Drinking a m  ., 
Riding horses sec re t ly  ..............................*.*~ 
Constables f o r  apprehending wrongfully.. ..........o....o 
Wives desert ing  husband^...........^....^.^^^^.^^^^^..^ 

................................... I Slander and conspiracy I 
Prowling about a t  n ight  ................................ 
Husband deser t ing wife .......................*..~~.~... 
Assisting prisoners t o  escape 1 .......................... 
Lying ............. .......................m............. 

TCrriiL 1518 * 

Source of Tables 4, 5 and 6: Report of t he  Marshal of t h e  Hawaiian Islands. 
April 1. 1847. i n  Archives of Hawaii. F i l e  "Attorney General - Miscellaneous Le t t e r s  - 1845-1846-1847-1848-184q" 
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Offense Number 

TABLE 7 CRIMINAL CCNVICTICNS, FOR THE KINGDOM OF HAWAII: 1852 

Manslaughter........................................ 
DrunLcenness........................................... 
Drinking awa......b..............................a...e 
Fornication and adultery..,......................... 
I l l i c i t  cohabitation,............................... 
Polygill~ly............................*.*...*...*.**** 

Riot.......*,.....**...*.......*.......*.*....*.** 
Larceny,,........................,.....m..........ee 
Receiving s to len  goods..,......................*...... 
F~rgery...,..........................................~ 
Perj~ry............................................~ 
Pr~fanity............,.......................*....*.~. 
Violating t he  Sabbath..............................* 
Idolatry............................................ 
Gambling..........................................me 
Furious riding.................................**...* 
Common nui~ance.........................~......~~.~~. 
Snuggling...*..............*...b.......****......e.. 
Selling sp i r i t ous  l iquors  without license.......,... 
Dis t i l l ing  sp i r i t ous  liquors........................ 
Gross  heat........................^..,..........^..* 
A l l  other offence~......................~**~*****.*a 

TOTAL 
5 

Source: F i r s t  Annual Report of the  Chief Jus t i ce  of 1 
P a  109, 

13 
2,948 

e Supreme Court (1853), 

A PROJECT TO MICROFILM HAWAIIAN NEWSPAPERS PUBLISHED PRINARnY BEFORE 1900 

Janet  E. Bell  

Do most h i s to r ians  who have used and grudgingly appreciated ccanplete f i l e s  of 
newspapers o r  of any other s e r i a l  mater ia ls  on microfilm rea l ize  t he  extent  of t h e  
preliminary work and t h e  problems involved i n  t h e  process? Our experiences here in 
Hawaii i n  t ry ing  t o  put newspapers on microfilm a r e  no t  unique but are,  perhaps, 
interest ing,  They date back t o  t h e  period when, long before there  was any thought 
of preserving newspapers by a mass copying process, people were making bibliographies 
of Hawaiian s e r i a l s ,  

Ole e a r l y  attempt a t  making such a l i s t i n g  was published in t h e  July 5, 1906, 
issue of t h e  Pacif ic  Commercial Advertiser. Later, i n  1928, Shunzo Sakarnakits 
unpublished University of Hawaii Master of Arts thes is ,  "A History of t he  Japanese 
Press i n  Hawaii", included t h e  t i t l e s  of a l l  known Japanese newspapers and a br ief  
history of each. Also i n  1928, Riley Al lenls  I~Hawai i~s  Pioneers i n  Journalism," 
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which was published i n  the  Hawaiian Histor ical  Societyls Annual Report, contained 
t i t l e s  and br ief  h i s tor ies  of Hamiian newspapers. 

From time t o  t h e  l i b ra r i ans  mcde other l is ts  of newspapers from t h e i r  l i b r a ry  
holdings; e.g., Cynthia Geiser, University of Hawaii Library i n  the  1930,s; Maude 
Jones, Public Arcliives, 1940; Margaret Titcomb, Bishop lluseurn Library, 1953; and 
Willowdean Handy, Hawaiian Historical  Society Library, 1953. Mrs. Handy! s compila- 
tion, ItNewspapers Published i n  Hawaii, Survey of t he  Hawaiian Histor ical  Society, 
Analysis of the F i les  i n  the  Collection, Their Relation t o  Holdings of Other Hono- 
lulu Libraries and t o  t h e  Total Production i n  Hawaii" was, a t  the  time it %.as corn- 
pleted, the  most comprehensive inventory available, with approximately 156 t i t l e s .  

Dr. Charles Hunter of t h e  University of Hawaiits History Deprtment worked f o r  
years on a card f i l e  of a l l  known Hawaiian newspaper t i t l e s ,  primarily before 1900. 
Dr.  Hunterrs f i l e ,  with br ie f  h i s tor ica l  notes a s  well a s  dates, was compiled from 
many sources, including a11 of the above lists. He searched fo r  the t i t l e s  of 
lesser-known periodicals i n  Thrum's annuals, c i t y  director ies ,  The Friend, etc. He 
also wrote t o  the  Library of Congress, t he  American Antiquarian Society, the  Bancroft 
Library a t  t he  University of California a t  Berkeley, and the  California State  Li- 
brary f o r  data on t h e i r  holdings. With app roximately 200 entries,  t h i s  card f i l e  
i s  t o  date the  most complete compilation of Hawaiian newspaper t i t l e s .  

The main by-product of a l l  the  foregoing bibliographical work i s  t he  microfilm- 
ing o f t h e  newspapers t o  preserve on f i lm what i s  rapidly vanishing o r  deteriorating 
through use, thef t ,  mutilation, cl imatic conditions, and bugs, So f a r  the filming 
has been a f a i r l y  haphazard a f fa i r ,  beginning i n  the ea r ly  195Ocs, when the Honolulu 
Advertiser had i t s  f i l e s  copied by a professional microfilm photographer. The -- 
Advertiser, under i t s  various t i t l e s ,  2nd Vhe Polynesian, erroneously included a s  -- 
one of the  Advertiser's predecessors, were done without collating; but as they re- 
present the longest consecutively-published newspapers, they have proved very use- 
ful  on microfilm, even with some i ssues  missing ( for  information on locat ing missing 
issues of The Polynesinn, see the appendix). Microfilming of The Honolulu Star- - 
Bulletin, which was in s t i t u t ed  short ly  thereafter,' does not i nFhde  i t s  predecessors, 

, The Honolulu Star  and The even in^ Bulletin, since the  copying went back only t o  July 
1, 1912, when the two papers were cambined. 

I n  1933, the  next s t e p  i n  t h i s  business of microfilming newsppers was a joint  
project i n  col la t ing by the  University of Hawaii History Department, t he  Hawaiiana 
section of the Hawaii Librsry Association, the  University of Hawaii Library, and 
other l i b r a r i e s  with newspaper holdings, The Hawaiiana section members worked out a 
collating check sheet with columns f o r  the  information needed concerning dates, vol- 
umes, numbers, pages, size, frequency, condition, editors,  publishers, and languages 
in which the  newspapers were published. The col la t ing and recording on the  check 
sheets were done by anyone available and willing, from Dr.  Hunter t o  student helpers  
from the  University of Hawaii Library and the History Department. 

Through the  e f fo r t s  of Dr. Carl Stroven, then the  University of Hawaii Librar- 
ian, money f o r  a l imited amount of microfilming was obtained from the l i b ra ry ' s  
funds. T h i s  was augmented by funds from various other sources, which included sev- 
eral  small foundations'grants made t o  the  Hawaiian Historical  Society. 

The f i r s t  project  was t o  f i lm t h e  newspapers published i n  Portuguese, these 
being needed f o r  reference by Nr. Leo Pap, a scholar who was doing a book on the  
Portuguese i n  the United States. Although the i n i t i a l  holdings were very incca- 
Plete, and advertising i n  l oca l  newspapers produced only a few more issues, the pro- 
ject was considered a f a i r  beginning and very useful t o  M r .  Pap. 

Next, a s  a preservative measure, newspapers in the  worst condition were micro- 
filmed. These were mostly i n  the  Hamiian His tor ica l  Society Library and had t o  be 
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transported to t h e  University, where the  camera was, Some of t h e  papers were s t i l l  
rolled, just a s  they had been when thrown on l a n a i s  many yesrs  before, They were 
unrolled, unfolded, and filmed; and t h a t  was the end of them, a s  was expected. 
Other netis:sapers, bound too  t i g h t l y  t o  be photographed properly, had t o  be cut  apar t .  
In  some cases  t h e  cooperating l i b r a r i e s  whose bound volumes had been cut  wanted t he  
papers reb~und ,  This all. contributed t o  making t h e  project  expensive. 

This period of microfilming d id  not succeed i n  cmple t ing  more than approxi- 
mately t h i r t y  newspaper t i t l e s  because of moving t h e  University of Hawaii Library 
t o  t he  new S inc l a i r  Library building. A t  t h e  S inc la i r  Library t he  microfilm camera 
was on t he  ground f loor ,  while t h e  microfilm l i b r a r i an  was on the  t h i r d  f l oo r  and un- 
able t o  supervise anyone filming t h e  newsppers. Cnly a few more newsppers have 
been reproduced s ince  then, and those mostly through t h e  services  of  t h e  Public 
Archives. 

I n  1964, M r .  James Hunt, S ta te  Librarian, organized a c a m i t t e e  t o  cmt inue  t h e  
work of microfilming t he  newspapers, This group c m s i s t e d  of representatives from 
the S ta te  Library, t h e  University, and the Archives. Four copies of D r .  Hunterls 
card f i l e  were Xeroxed by M r .  Huntts off ice  and the  Archives so t h a t  the S ta te  
Librarianls office,  the  Archives, and the  Hawaiian and Pacif ic  Collections of t h e  
Library of Hawaii and the S inc l a i r  Library a t  the  University could use it and add t o  
it, 

The Hawaii Library Associationfs Hawaiians section is  now working t o  complete 
t h i s  card f i l e  f o r  use  i n  microfilming and perhaps i n  t h e  eventual publication of a 
bibliography of Hawaii's newspaper t i t l e s .  The project  includes co l la t ing  t h e  news- 
papers s t i l l  not f in ished and completing t h e  microfilming of a l l  l o c a l  newspapers. 
Some day, perhaps, t h i s  w i l l  be accomplished, and his tor ians  needing t o  work with 
newspapers w i l l  f ind  canplete s e t s  on microfilm avai lable  i n  one place and be happy, 
eye s t  r a in  notwithstanding. 

Appendix 
The completion of t h e  filming of The Polmesian, except f o r  one issue, i s  an 

in teres t ing example of how much i s  involved i n  hunting for  missing issues.  Rumor 
had it tha t  t he r e  had been a volume 20 but t h a t  a l l  i t s  i s sues  had been "destroyed 
by t h e  missionariesfl. I n  1953 t he  University of Hawaii Library i n i t i a t e d  a project  
t o  f ind these  missing issues,  f i r s t  using l o c a l  l i b r a r y  l ists.  The Bishop Nuseum 
had nos. 1, 4, 9 and 18, and these  were microfilmed. Additional numbers were found 
by using t h e  1961 edi t ion of t h e  Library of Congress Union L i s t  of Newspapers. The 
American Antiquarian Society i n  Worcester, Ivlassachusetts, was ab le  t o  supply nos. 
2, 5-8, 10-17, 19-31, and 3 5 4 ,  on microfilm, The Massachusetts His tor ical  Society 
had only t h e  December 5, 1863 issue, and t h i s  consisted of only one sheet, Because 
t h i s  contained news of Kamehameha I V l s  death, we wondered i f  it were a n  ex t ra  and 
therefore complete, but  had no way of proving it. After much correspondence, and 
even searching in t h e  Mitchell  and Turnbull l i b r a r i e s  i n  Austral ia and New Zealand, 
we f i n a l l y  gave up, with a l l  but four i s sues  accounted for, one of  these  being t h e  
incanplete one-sheet i s sue  mentioned above, I n  1965, t h e  S ta te  Archivist,  while 
looking fo r  something i n  t h e  Kamehameha I V  Probate File,  ran across  some s t r a y  Cop- 
i e s  of The Polynesian, After checking her  records, she found t o  her surpr ise  and 
joy t h a t  these were copies of t he  missing nos, 32-34, The one which we had thought 
might be only a one-sheet extra  ac tua l ly  had four pages. Copies of nos, 32-34 were 
a lso  found i n  1965 i n  a col lect ion of A d m i r a l  Thomast papers bought in Austral ia by 
the  Hawaii S ta te  Library, So of t h e  4.l i s sues  of vol ,  20, dating from May 2, le63, 
t o  February 6, 1864, we have only no. 3 ( ~ a y  16, 1863) l e f t  t o  f ind,  Anyone know- 
ing of a copy should contact e i t h e r  Yiss Agnes Conrad (the Sta t e  ~ r c h i v i s t )  o r  t h e  
wri ter  of this paper, 
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JGURNAL OF PACIFIC HISToRy: This Is a new annual f o r  a l l  i n t e r e s t ed  i n  t he  h i s t o ry  
- U Y  -II I--. 

of tile Pac i f ic  Islands. including Hawaii and N ~ Y J  Gukea. Vol. I - 1966, Sixteen 
signecl a r t i c l e s ,  ~ ~ e c i C  sec t i&s  on &ianuscri$s, Fublications, Current Develop 
ments, Twenty-two contributors. Two hundred pages. Prospectus f r e e  . Annual sub- 
scription, @JSk,CO. Editors, Australian National Ufiiversity, Box &, P.O., Canberra, 
A.C,T., A u s t r ~ l i a .  

C C l ~ ~ ~ ~ T C R S :  Robert C. Schmitt, our frequent and valued c ~ n t r i b u t o r ,  i s  a 
s t n t i s t i c i an  with t h e  Hawaii S ta te  Ijepartment of Planning and Economic Development. 

Janet E. Bel l  i s  curator  of t he  Hawaiian and Pac i f ic  Collection a t  
the Gregg N, Sinc la i r  Library, University of Hawaii, 
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