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(a) Discarded oil drums were distributed to all .vi l l ages having need for them on
field trips this quarter. No other material was distributed as this unit is endeavering
to encourage t he lse 0 native met hods and mat.e r-Lal a in housing.

A bomb dis posal team was sent to t he a t oll s of WOTJ E and J ALUIT in this area. The
team consisting of one officer and one enlisted man was assisted by nHtives from the res­
pect i ve island. in removing unexploded b~~ine. and ommunition dum ps. From two to
f our days we re spent on each atoll .:xhibit IV Ii attached detailing the operations. The
team was also sent to the MAJURO are e same lr pose. The islands visited are now
considered sa~e for habitation and the nativeA have been so i nformed.

(b) There are satisfactory school buildings of native type construction throughout
t.he area and new buildings, additions and re pairs are under construction on some villages.

(c) Not all villages have a oar t i cul a r building f or A. church. The school house
often times serves the pur-pose of a church. A new church 0:' native thatch construction
is being built on Ennyla)egan, Kwajalein.

(d) (e) No change since last re port.

EXHIBIT IV.
(a)

From I

TOI

Subjectl
Enclosure I

18 April 1947
Ensign John ¥. RE~SE, Jr., USN
Commander Uar shal l s Sub-Area
Ordnanceo Dis posal Operations at ~otje Atoll, Rpt. on.
(A) Itemized list of Ordnance Dis posal at Wotje.
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EXHI BIT IV (a) cont.
1. On l~ April 1947, this officer with two qualified dis posal personnel and a native
interpreter, disembarked from a PBY6A, with food ane wnter for four days at Wotje Atoll.
Our pu r -pose was to cover the ialand and dispose of' all explosive ordnance which would en­
danger natives attempting to rehabilitate Wot j e Island.
2. The first f i nd was a Japanese mine ield, the mines were 6~ K~., land bombs ft~zed

,,!ith a Type 97 Nose Fuze Model II (Navy). The fuzes were found to be in an unarmed condi­
tion. These bOmbs were buried so t hat the f uze only protruded from the ground. These
mi ne s were anti-tank as a man18 "eight could not !'i r e the f uze . There was ..another field
similar to this f ound on the seaward side of the island.
~. There ~ere many smnll caches containing Japanese bombs, one block-house in parti-
cular contained one hundrod and seventy tons of bombs classified as Type 99 No. 80 ~~5

and No. 80 Land (Navy). This we blew in pl a ce . We found no evidence of booby traps,
there was however, two controlled mines, Type 94 Mode l 2, a t the base of the concrete
sea-pla.ne ra.mo.
4. . Oonsid~ring the heavy bombing o~ this island, we found very few ~nerican unexploded I
bombs. The bomba did not penet r at e the hard 8ufface of the coral. All banbs were exposed.
5. It is my opinion that f or pur ?os es of rehabilitation, this island is relatively I
safe. The natives have been instructed to mar k and stay away from any bombs they may find
in the f u t ur e .

OOa ONO
Ordnance Di.ap, Tnit, Indian Head, Md.
,. G.U. Kwajalein

/s/ JOHN VI REE3E,
Ensign, U.S.N.
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Tonnage
2.5

180.,.
185.5

210
1~

Total Tons••••

·CLOSURE A
Enclosure (-A) or Ordnance Diap. Officer's Itr. dated 18 April 1947
LIST OF ORDNA CE DISrcSED OF AT '(OTJ E I SLArm
BO~S I J AEANF3B

Tyoe
6~ Kg. Land Bomb'
Type 99 No. 80, MK5
No• .80 Land Bomb
Type 2 No. 25 MK ~-l

MINES, JA PANESE
Type 94 Mod 2 Control. V-ine a 2

BOMBS, AMERI CAN
1000# AN M-65

500# AN M-64
7
~

PROJECTILES, AMERICAN
8 M Armer-Piercing
5" Aerial Burst

8
5
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E CLOSURE (A)
Encl osur e (A) of Ordnance Dis posal 0 f i cer ' a ltr. dtd. 21 May 1947

• ORDHANCE DISroSED OF AT JALUIT ATOLL
M.ERI CAN TYPE No.
AN-M66 2000# G.P. BOOllj-· 2
AN-M65 1000# G.P. BOOlb 2

1000# S.A.P Bomb ~

AN-M64 500# G.P. Bomb 1
~:IJ# ABD 20

AN-M~ 100# G.P. 8

JAPANESE TYPE
Type 97 - Iyear Tor pedo Var head 7
Japaneae no· Mine 1
No 25 Land BOOlb 250 Kg 2
No 25 Mod 2 Ordinary 250 Kg ~5

Land Bombb6~ Kg . 7
Type 89 H.E. Knee Mor t er W/Fuze 40

(Fuze Type 88 Small)
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EXHISIT IV (b)

8 July 1947

21 May 1947

Kwajalein Dist.

to report any f ur t her finds to the Mi l i t ar y Govt.
for Nat i ve reha.bilitation.

/ s/ J. 'f . REESE

rfoml Ordnance Dis posal Of ficer
TOI Commander Marshalls Sub-Area
Subject. Ordnance Dis ~osal Jaluit Atoll, Rpt. on
Enclosures (A) Itemized list of Explosive Ordnance Disposal o~

1. On 6 MR.y 1947 this Officer and two men landed at Jaluit Atoll \'li t h the purpose to
dispose of R.ll the ex plosive ordnR.nc~ on mnidj and Jabor Islands. In the time alloted we
~ere able to cover the ent i r e island of this atoll.
2. It is deemed eafp, f or t he Nat i ve s to move back to Emidj and Jabor, for as to the
best of my knowledee no dnngAr remains f r om explosive ordnance.
~. There were n gr e nt number of American unexploded bombs, the majority 0 which were ~50

pound aerial rlepth bombs. Tne A.D.Bs or the most par t were hydrostatically fuzed. The
failure "i n this case wns due to dnoppi.ng them on land. Of the other banbs, t hey apparently
were not gi ven sufficient time to arm, th er-ef'or-e they failed to detonate. There was one I
mine dis ?osed o. It was the type "JC" mine. It was f mtnd on the beach, the hydrostatic
safety .witch and moorinr, spindle were assumed to be in an operating condition as two of
the chemical horns were cn~9hed. Had the safety switch failed to work the mine would have
blown when the horns were cntshed.
4. The n~tives have been instntcted
It is my opinion thnt JaIui t Atoll safe

cc: Chief of . aval Operations.
Ord. Dis p. Uni t , Indian Head, Md.
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