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By Haidee V. Eugenio

Variety News Staff
LOCAL and federal health offi-
cials have raised concerns on the
possible outbreak of the dreaded
Japanese encephalitis in Saipan
following the case of a four-year
old Chamorro girl who suspect-
edly died of the said mosquito-
borne virus disease, the Depart-
ment of Public Health (DPH) dis-
closed yesterday. i

Another four-year old child is
currently showing symptoms of
Japanese encephalitis.

rs

DPH suspects Japanese encephalitis cause of girl’s death

“ Both DPH and the U.S. Centers

for Communicable Diseases
(CDC) are closely studying the
two cases.

The names, addresses and other
personal information about the
two victims have been witheld.

DPH is thus urging the commu-
nity to seriously take into consid-
eration precautionary measures to
avoid any mosquito-borne virus
illness like Japanese encephalitis
and dengue.

oy

Ned Arriola, acting health sec- #- 7

retary, pointed out however that

" both DPH and CDC are yet to

confirm whether the girl really
died of Japanese encephalitis or
not.

“It is only a suspected case of
Japanese encephalitis. We still
have to confirm whether the girl
died of JE or some other virus but
she showed symptoms of it. But
we are calling on the community
toclean your surrounding to avoid

AP

Gov. Pedro P. Tenorio (left) and Japan consul Yoshikuni Kono (right) joiri

80-year old Nicolas Q. Muna and

his wife during yesterday’s presentation ceremony. The order of the Rising Sun (Silver Rays) was conferred
upon Muna in recognition of his help in the search and recovery of skeletal remains of Japanese soldiers in

orld War ll.
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1" introduction of new-minimum

bers of the U.S. Congress.

Underwood warns
US minimum wage

d warns about new
legislation

| CONGRESSMAN  Robert - |8
. Underwood has warned the -
! business community about the

i wage legislation in both cham- ' -

i In a briefing given to the .
‘Guam Chamber of Commerce;
‘Underwood: said minimum -
wage: legislation ‘has ‘been in-:: -
“troduced irithe U.S. Senate and
‘the House of Representatives .
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Ned Arriola

having mosquito breeding sites.
Let us take all these seriously,”
Arriola told the Variety.

Japanese encephalitis,adisease
caused by virus transmitted
through bits of Culex mosqui-
toes, can affect the central ner-
vous system and cause severe
complications that may result in
death. :

Arriola saidthe first child, who

was admitted in the Common-
wealth Health Center on May 27,
showed signs of Japanese en-
cephalitis. The child died on tha ,
same day.

Saipan recorded an outbreak of
Japanese encephalitis in October

~ 1990 with one male death and 14

cases. CDC assisted the CNMI in
the said outbreak.

Symptoms of Japanese en-
cephalitis usually appear six to
eight days after the bite of an
infected mosquito. Mostinfected
persons develop mild symptoms

* or no symptoms at all.

In people who develop a more
sever disease, the illness usually
stars as a fever or flu, malaise,
vomiting, drowsiness, convul-
sion, coma, headache, confusion,
tiredness, chills and paralysis.

Inissuing a stern warning to the
community, Arriola said the cur-
rent weather condition has in-
creased the breeding of adult

Continued on page 23

Saipan seen running
out of cemetery space

By Jojo Dass
Variety News Staff

SAIPAN is quickly running out of cemetery space, it was learned.
The island, which has an average of 105 deaths a year, has only
three public cemeteries — one at the Diocese of Chalan Kanoa, -
" another in Tanapag, and still another one at Wireless Hill.
The Chalan Kanoa cemetery, according to Rep. Heinz
. Hofschneider, is now at *“full capacity” with plots being “recycled,”
while the one in Tanapag is under decontamination due to a
suspected cancer-causing synthetic chemical that has leaked from
an abandoned World War II capacitor.
A dispute regarding private ownership of the Tanapag cemetery

- has also remained unresolved.

For its part, Wireless Hill cemetery has to be closed due to health
concerns arising from the possible seepage of contaminants down
a natural spring by the hill’s foot. The spring is source of potable
water for most of Tanapag and northern Saipan.

Continued on page 23

9 more charged in federal
court for alien smuggling

By Ferdie de 1a Torre

Variety News Staff

THE US government yesterday
indicted in federal courtnine more
persons in connection with the
smuggling of undocumented Chi-
nese immigrants to Guam.
- Charged in three separate in-
dictments were Jin Dian Xiao,
Wen Qui Guo, Wen Shen Guo,
Guo Ming Xiao, Liang Zhou, He
Kang Lin, Ming Sheng Lee, Nan
Qi Wong, and Jia Hui Lin.

The US District Court for the
NMI set no bail for the temporary
release of all defendants.

Jin Xiao, Wen Qui Guo, Wen

Shen Guo, Guo Xiao, Zhou, He
Lin, were charged with conspiracy
to commit an offense against the
US alien smuggling for ﬁnangial
gain, attempted alien smuggling
for alien smuggling, and at-
tempted alien smugglingtoaplace
other than at a designated port.
On the other hand, Lee, Wong,
and Jia Lin were charged with
attempted alien smuggling for fi-
nancial gain and encouraging and
inducing an alien to the Us.
Court documents showec! that
during the early part of Ap.nl de-
fendants Jin Xiao, Wen Qui Guo,
ontinued on page




2-MARIANAS VARIETY NEWS AND VIEWS-THURSDAY- JUNE 10, 1999

By MELISSA EDDY
KUMANOVO, Macedonia
(AP) — Yugoslav and NATO
generals haggled all night over
details of Belgrade’s withdrawal
from Kosovo but failed by
Wednesday morning to finalize
an agreement — the key step to-
ward ending Westem air attacks
and allowing refugees to return
home.

Afternearly 10 hours of talks, a
NATO official, speaking on con-
dition of anonymity, expressed
“cautious optimism” that the
Yugoslavs would conclude an
agreement later Wednesday with
British Lt. Gen. Michael Jackson.

Butthe official said issuesraised
in the talks must be approved by
“'the halls of power.” He did not
elaborate, but the remark sug-
gested that President Slobodan
Milosevic’s government was
seeking substantive changes in
the proposed agreement.

The official said the major stum-
bling blocks were the timing of
the Yugoslav withdrawal from
Kosovo,ending the NATO bomb-
ing campaign and U.N. Security
Council approval of the peace-
keeping force.

Russia and China, members of
the Security Council, insist that
NATO formally end the bombing
before they approve the peace-
keeping force. NATO is willing
tosuspend the campaign but wants
to see a the start of a “substantial”
withdrawal before formally stop-
ping the bombardment.

The official alsoindicated there
were disagreements on how many
Serbs could remain in Kosovo.
The United States and its allies
want all Serb police, soldiers and
paramilitary militias to leave at

British Prime Minister Tony Blair (lft) and Germa hncelor Gerhrd chroeder hota joint pess

conference in the garden of 10 Downing St in London Tuesday. The G8 powers have injected renewed
momentum into the push for peace in the Balkans.

first, saying that “hundreds” could
later return to guard religious sites,
watch borders and clear
minefields. The Yugosiav went
into the talks reportedly demand-
ing that thousands of their troops
be allowed to remain.

NATO had insisted it would
not negotiate on substantive, po-
litical issues although it was pre-
pared for technical adjustments
to the plan. Among other things,
the Yugoslavs fear Kosovo Alba-
nianrebels could exploit the with-
drawal to rush more fighters into

the province.

Despite the peace moves,
NATO intensified its air cam-
paign, flying 658 sorties over a
24-hour period ending at mid-day
Tuesday.

NATO spokesman Jamie Shea

said that was a 50 percent in--

crease since Thursday, when
Milosevic accepted a peace pro-
posal.

Tanjug reported Wednesday
thatmore than 2,000 civilians have
been killed and more than 5,000
wounded in 11 weeks of NATO

AP

air raids on Yugoslavia.
Washington and NATO have
accused Milosevic of breaking his
promise to abide by last week’s
agreement by stalling earlier talks
on the pullout. The agreement
requires complete withdrawal fol-
lowed by the deployment of an
international peacekeeping force
to oversee the return of the ethnic
Albanian refugeesto theirhomes.
The talks at Kumanovo, a
French military garrison near
the Kosovo border, began late
Tuesday after eight major pow-

Kosovo drag on

ers signed off on the text of a
Kosovo peace plan sent to the
U.N. Security Council for final
approval.

The United States, Russia and
six leading democracies autho-
rized a text Tuesday requiring a
peacekeeping force for Kosovo
with “substantial” NATO partici-
pation. Under the plan, NATO
would suspend the bombing once
it verified that a substantial troop
withdrawal was underway.

That would pave the way for
the U.N. Security Council to ap-
prove the peace plan, under which
50,000 international peacekeep-
ers would move into the prov-
ince.

After more than three hours,
Gen. Svetozar Marjanovic and
two senior Yugoslav delegates
drove back to Kosovo—about 10
kilometers (6 miles) away — to
confer with higher authorities,
NATO officials said. The three
returned about an hour later and
continued talking past dawn.

U.S. President Bill Clinton said
only “a verifiable withdrawal of
Serb forces will allow us to sus-
pend the bombing and go forward
with the plan.”

In Washington, Pentagon
spokesman Kenneth Bacon said
U.S.intelligence has detected Serb
preparations to withdraw from
Kosovo, although no troops are
moving or assernbling for a pull-
out.

However, NATO spokesman
Maj. Gen. Walter Jertz said that
the Serbs were in fact reinforcing
positions in western Kosovo,
sending additional tanks toward
the Albanian border where the
Yugoslav army is fighting ethnic
Albanian rebels.

By LAURINDA KEYS
SINGAPORE (AP) — Al-
though Asia’s economies will
probablyimprove this year, time
is needed from Japan to
Singapore for restructuring that
will bring back healthy growth,
American analysts said Wednes-
day in a press conference on the
region’s outlook.

The main question is whether
Japan. Asia’s biggest economy,
will recover ornot. and when, the
analysts acknowledged in a satel-
lite teleconference organized by
the U.S. Information Service.

“I'veneverknownatime where
there has been more uncertainty
about the Japanese outcome,”

Analysts: Asia needs time

said Lawrence Krause, coordina-
tor for the Pacific Economic Coop-
eration Council two-year forecast,
which was released Tuesday.

The PECC report forecast aver-
age growth of 2.6 percent this year
for the 23-nation Asia-Pacific re-
gion and 2.9 percent in 2000, add-
ing to the string of surveys that
suggest the worst of the two-year
Asian financial crisis is over.

But Krause, a member of the
U.S. Council onForeign Relations,
speaking from Washington, D.C.,
said Japan still has imbedded eco-
nomic problems.

Optimists, he said, pointJapan’s
permanent tax cuts in April that
might spur consumption, low

inventoryinJapanthat demands
replenishment, and a rise inim-
ports by other Asian countries,
from each other and Japan.

Terry Hatchett, the Asiaman-
aging parmer for Arthur Ander-
son and associates, noted the
monumental sums involved in a
bailout of failing banks in Japan.
*The Japanese government, fi-
nally, after nine years of reces-
sions, is dealing with the fun-
damental issues,” he said. “If
they do it right it would be a
significant engine of growth
for the whole region.”

The PECC report predicted a
2.5 percent contraction of
Indonesia’seconomy this year.

CNN’s Lou Dobbs resigns

By Steve James
NEW YORK (Reuters) — CNN
financial anchor Lou Dobbs, one
of the most widely recognised busi-
ness journalists on television, re-
signed Tuesday to start up an
Internet company after 19 years
with the cable network.

Dobbs. who joined CNN at its

inception in 1980, will leave to
start news website
www space.com, effectiveonJune
11, CNN said.

The $1 million-a-yearhostof the
evening showcase “Moneyline
News Hourwith Lou Dobbs,” presi-
dent of CNNfn and also executive
vice president of Time Warner-

owned CNN, recently had afalling
out with CNN President Rick
Kaplan.

Their feud became public last
month when Kaplan ordered tech-
nicians to cut away from a
“Moneyline” show in progress to
cover a President Clinton news
conference in Littleton, Colorado.

Clinton increases his

Bill Clinton

WASHINGTON (Reuters) —
President Clinton Tuesday asked
Congress for an additional fund-
ing for his spending plan for the
next fiscal year, including in-
creases for embassy security and
added funds to conduct the cen-
Sus.

Submitting budget amendments
to Congress, Clinton called for
adding $864 million over five
years to increase security at U.S.
diplomatic facilities around the
world.

Clinton, whose 2000 budget
plan proposed spending $3.5 bil-
lion over five years for improving

2000 budget request

safety at U.S. diplomatic missions,
said the request for additional
money was necessary because of
“terrorist threats.”

“Inlight of the steady stream of
terrorist threats, I urge Congress
to act quickly to provide the fund-
ing that willenable us to construct
new, more secure embassies and
facilities for Americandiplomatic
personnel serving abroad,”
Clinton said in a statement.

He also called for more than
$1.7 billion to fund the 2000 Cen-
sus, in order to pay for additional
staff and equipment to conduct
the survey of the U.S. population.

The Supreme Court ruled ear-
lier this year that the administra-
tion could not use statistic sam-
pling to estimate the population.
The procedure was considered less
costly than trying to conduct a
physical count.

Clinton also asked for an addi-
tional $60 million to help imple-
ment the Pacific Salmon Treaty
recently reached between Canada,
the United States, Alaska, Wash-
ington state and Oregon, and two
Indian tribes.
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Court lifts TRO vs Borja

By Ferdie de la Torre

Variety News Staff
SUPERIOR Court Associate
Judge Juan T. Lizama yesterday
dissolved a temporary restraining
order he had earlier issued stop-
ping Tinian Mayor Francisco M.
Borja from terminating some

employees because of their po--

litical affiliation.

Lizama underscored the need
to cancel the TRO, saying the
plaintiffs did not comply with the
Commonwealth Rules of Civil
Procedure as there was no com-
plaint served to Borja.

Loren Sutton, legal counsel for
Borja, in an interview after the
hearing said since there’s nomore
TRO it’s now up to the mayor to
decide whether he will terminate
the employees or not.

Sutton earlier stated that the
mayor complied with the TRO by
calling back the terminated em-
ployees to work until such time
the case is resolved.

On the other hand, John M.
Chambers, counsel for the peti-
tioners, said he already filed yes-

terday morning the complaint and
their next move is to serve that to
the mayor’s counsel.

“If the mayor terminates them
again, I will file another TRO to
get them back in the payroll be-
cause they are terminated for im-
proper purposes,” Chambers
stressed.

Chambers, on behalf of 18 em-
ployees of Tinian Mayor’s Of-
fice, have sought a TRO, prelimi-
nary and permanent injunction
against Borja for allegedly termi-
nating them illegally.

The petitioners said more than
20 employees were coerced by the
mayor toeither support his favored
candidates during the coming Nov.
elections or risk being terminated
from their position.

Lizama then granted the TRO
due “to the irreparable injury to
the petitioners by depriving them
of their livelihood through politi-
cal coercion.”

Assistant Atty. Gen. William
Bush, counsel for Borja, filed a
motion to dissolve the existing
TRO, deny any application for

CNMI consumers alerted
on tainted European food

By Aldwin R. Fajardo

Variety News Staff
GOVERNOR Pedro P. Tenorio
yesterday alerted consumers from
the Northern Marianas against
buying dioxin-contarninated dairy
and meat products imported from

.European countries that could be

sold in local market.

Tenorio has instructed officials
from the Department of Public
Health to remain vigilant on the
imported products, especially
those coming from Europe which
may have found their way into
several department stores and gro-
ceries in the Northern Marianas.

But the governor would not say
whether the Commonwealth is
banning the sale of dairy and meet
products from four European
countries due to the widely re-
ported contamination with can-
cer-causing dioxin. )

He said, however, that the gov-
ernment will be sending out in-
spectors to look at the possibility
that some of the imported food
products here are among those
reported to had been contaminated
with dioxin.

Several countries in Asia, in-
cluding Hong Kong, Korea,
Singapore and Thailand, have

stopped the sale of beef and dairy
products from Belgium, France,
Germany and the Netherlands.

While it maintains an apparent
lax action on the food scare by not
immediately banning food prod-
ucts from the four European coun-
tries, the CNMI government has
advised consumers to carefully
choose food products that they
buy.

Several small and big stores on
Saipan are selling imported in-
fant formulas and baby products,
as well as meat and poultry.

Govemment officials believe
banned products have also been
imported tothe Northern Marianas
in the form of chocolates, biscuits
and related products.

The Belgian government has
banned several categories of food
to its citizens following the dis-
covery of dioxin contamination
in animal feed. The United States
has blocked European Union im-
ports of pork and poultry.

The food scare is considered
Europe’s worst since Britain’s
1996 Mad Cow disease.
Belgium’s food industry federa-
tion said the crisis has cost the
sector about $500 million in 11
days.

By Tanya M.C. Mendiola

Variety News Staff
HAGATNA — The Superior
Court of Guam will be receiv-
ing some help from the Dept. of
Justice’s Office of Justice Pro-
grams to set up a drug court on
island.

Congressman Robert A
Underwood announced that the

Guam gets funding
for new drug court

Superior Court is slated to re-
ceive $30,000 in federal grand
money to furtherestablishadrug
courtprogram. 147 jurisdictions
nationwide will also receive
money todevelop afederal drug
court program.
Underwood Spokesperson
Cathy Gault said the federal
Continued on page 27

Francisco M. Borja

further injunctive relief, and dis-

- miss the entire action for failure

of process.

Bush also asked the court to
require plaintiffs to follow proper
procedures and notice require-
ments in the future should they
decide to pursue further legal ac-
tion.

The court, Bush pointed out,
should dismiss this matter from
its docket for failure to meet the
most basic requirement to com-
mence a civil action.

Bush said the court should dis-

solve the TRO improperly granted

- in favor of plaintiffs.

The government lawyer con-
tended that plaintiffs did not pro-
vide proper notice to Borja as
required by the Commonwealth
Rules of Civil Procedure.

“By concealing this proceed-
ing from the Attorney General’s
Office, plaintiffs have succeeded
in depriving the government of
the opportunity to present argu-
ments and evidence that would
have weighed heavily against the
granting of a TRO,” Bush said.

The Mayor’s Office, he ex-
plained, has had to make drastic
operational cuts due to the
CNMI'’s reduced revenues.

Without substantial staff reduc-
tions, the office will face four
weeks of payless paydays at the
end of Fiscal Year 1999, Bush
claimed.

“These employees were identi-
fied months ago in preparation
for the Mayor’s submittal of the
FY 2,000 budget to the gover-
nor,” he said, adding that a 60-day
termination notices were given to

employees.

Bush explained that pursuantto
the requirements of Rule 4 of the
Civil Procedures—summons
must be in proper form, bearing
the seal of the court, it must be
served upon by a person qualified
under the rule, and to effect ser-
vice upon an official of the Com-
monwealth, service mustbe made
both upon the official and the
AGO.

He said plaintiffshave notfailed
in just one of these requirements,
but have failed each and every
one.

Chambersexplained that he has
been doing it for quite some
time—filing 2 TRO and subse-
quently file a complaint in two
separate cause of actions.

Chambers in the complaint
sought for an injunctive order
barring the mayor from terminat-
ing the plaintiffs as a result of
political coercion.

The plaintiffs also sought for
damages for breach of contract,
lost opportunity, and emotional
distress against the mayor.

Féds to appro
Compact Road
‘project in Palau

By MALOU L. SAYSON

For the Variety
KOROR (Palau Horizon) —
The United States Army Corps
of Engineers (US ACE) is set to
issue a Notice toProceed (NTP)
in one week time to the Daewoo
Corp. for.the compact road
project in Babeldaob.

The assurance came from
Alex Morrison, resident repre-
sentative officier of the Palau
Compact Road Project (PCRP),
following the pre-construction
conference held some three
weeks ago.

The pre-construction confer-
ence took into consideration
various crucial issues, prima-
rily what “‘project approach” to
be employed, as well as the nitty-
gritty details such as environ-
mental and historical preserva-
tion considerations, construc-
tion procedures and ordnance

Continued on page 27

By Aldwin R. Fajardo

Variety News Staff

THE 65th Asian Pacific Parlia-
mentarians’ Union Council Meet-
ing here could have been a good
avenue for the Philippine govern-
ment to air its concerns on the
alleged Chinese intrusion to the

- country’s exclusive economic

Zone.

But technical difficulties barred
the Philippine National Delega-
tion to include the issue on the list

of items that would be discussed
during the three-day conference
here which ended yesterday.

The Philippine delegation, led
by Congressman Carlos Padilla,
failed to submitits proposed reso-
lution raising the government’s
concern on the alleged Chinese
activities within the country’s
200-mile exclusive economic
zZone.

The most Padilla could do was

Continued on page 22

Deadline set for power plant offers

By Haidee V. Eugenio

Variety News Staff
ALL THE nine firms vying for
the construction of the $120 mil-
lion CNMI power plant have until
June 18 to submit their best and
final offer for the long-awaited
project, the Commonwealth Utili-
ties Corporation yesterday said
during a Board meeting.

CUC Board chairman Juan S.
Dela Cruz pointed out the agency

continues to focus its attention on
projects to improve the services
to its customers.

“To that end, the Saipan power
plant project is back on track with
the new request for best and final
offer having been issued on May
21 with responses due on June
18,” said Dela Cruz.

The Board chairman alsg ex-
pressed hopes the firms will meet

Continued on page 21 -

uss Spratlys
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A Meeting
_ Opinions.

Place For Our -
.._';A_nd-,-Yours.‘ L

By Ferdie P. de la Torre

Come and GO

IT WAS almost | a.m. yet I was wide awake lying on a couch watching a TV
program. I then heard a car arrived and parked in front of our apartment in
Dandan. Nobody, however, got down from the car. I went inside my room and
saw my roommate and co-reporter Rick Alberto already asleep. I suspected
that the passenger of the car was my other co-reporter Mar-Vic Munar who
occupied the other room in the same apartment. I peeped through the jalousie
window and noticed it was not Mar-Vic’s vehicle. Whensstili nobody came out
from the car after a few minutes, I decided to turn off the TV. When still no
one opened the door, I slowly crawled on the floor towards the telephone. -
kkk kg kksk
The previous night, I received a call from a man, reminding me to be careful
in writing about police stories and criminal cases. I was thinking that the caller
could be the occupantof the car. Iwasabouttodial 911, but Ichanged my mind.
Instead, I crawled to the kitchen and grabbed a knife. “I'm going to get this
criminal ! Itold myself. Armed with the kitchen knife, Iopened the apartment’s
back door and slowly moved towards the car. It was dark outside and I was not
wearing my prescription glasses. I could not see from a distance who was in
the vehicle so I have to get closer by hiding behind the plants. T heard two
people talking in the car. I tightly held the knife with my right hand. I jumped
behind a tree which was about eight feet away from the car.
XKk kkk kkokk
The light inside the car was on, but I could not recognize who were inside.
When I heard two occupants of the car were just discussing an issue, I decided
to retreat to the house. Later, I heard somebody opened the door. I sat on the
floor at the dark portion in the living room still clutching the knife. It was a
relief because Mar-Vic was the one who entered the room. Surprised upon
seeing meon the floor, she asked what I was doing. “Huhhh! Ialmostkill you!”
I'told her. She started cracking up and explained she was just arguing with a
federal official in the car.
kR ek skskk
One moming, I saw Mar-Vic hurriedly ironing her clothes inherroomas she
prepared to goto work. She told me that she needed money badly because she
was caught by the police that night for minor traffic violation. I looked at her
again. [ felt pitty. Here, I observed a scene of a mother—working away from
her home ard kids, preparing her things to work, and recalling how she was
caughtby an officer. It was me who convinced her and Rick Alberto in Manila
four years ago to work at the Marianas Variety. After more than a year staying
in that apartment, all five doors of the house were literally broken. We could
open the house by kicking either the three doors. We neglected the house
because we were so busy with our personal lives. Our boss decided to take us

to the barracks, which our police officer neighbor called the White House.
dokk Kk kkk

Last year, Rick went back home to Manila after serving three years in the

paper. Just like that. He used to be my yearly partner during the annual Good
Friday trek to Mt. Tapochau. Yesterday, it was Mar-Vic’slastday inour office.
And it was also yesterday when a lawmaker came to our office and then later
threatened to sue her for simply expressing her honest opinion of an issue. Just
like that. I could feel the pain that lawmaker inflicted on my friend. He ruined
Mar-Vic’s supposedly happy farewellday. Butit’s part of our job. And believe
me, it’s tough especially if you are a mere guest worker. Only a few cares. But
life goes on. For me, Rick and Mar-Vic were not just my former roommates
but they were once members of this happy Variety family. And somehow, they
did their part in their own little way contributing to the history and growth of
this community. Just like any other foreign workers here who come and go.
A JUDGE said he wanted to see all Larry Hillblom kids to receive at
least partial shares of the multimillion estate. But for some lawyers
involved in the Hillblom probate, the judge said: “I want to see most
of you rather go to Banzai and Suicide Cliffs.”
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c® Letter to the Editor

Thank you MVA, others

Dear Editor:

Intoday’s world, where monetary income isessen-
tial for survival, the perpetuation of the arts and most
especially the indigenous traditional artforms is in-
evitably dependent on their ability to provide eco-
nomic sustenance to the artist.

This is the simple reality. No longer are baskets
needed to hold food, canoes required to travel from

island to island and traditional methods of construc- -

tion necessary, as was required some time ago.

For the most part, we use items that are readily
available at stores, planes hop from island to island
and cement and hollow blocks serve as the building
materials of choice.

Although no longer utilitarian in nature, these cul-
tural craft forms are important in that they provide a
log of the long and vibrant history of the residents of
these islands. No less important than a written history
that might be found in any textbook.

These artforms which have shown incredible dura-
bility, standing the very turbulent test of time, attestto
the strength and resilience of the Chamorro and
Carolinian cultures. These artforms are unique to the
Northern Marianas, and their promotion can provide
that flavor, that something that differentiates the
CNMI from every other sun-drenched and palm-
speckled island tourist destination, at the sarne time,
perpetuating itself through the economic gain reaped
by the CNMI and the artist through this symbiotic
relationship.

I would like to thank the Marianas Visitors” Au-
thority (MVA) for their support in this effort to bring
the arts and visitor industry together. Inrecent months
this has included performances at the airport by local
musicians for incoming visitors, locally produced art
and craftwork on display at the MVA officesand at
MVA’s activities, facilitation of artist and performer
participation at the events of visitor industry compa-
nies, sponsorship of the Flame Tree Arts Festival and
the upcoming Marianas’ Traditional Dance Festival,
and in the assignment of the Sugar King Park Build-
ing as a local arts and craft gallery and shop.

In a number of recent meetings that included the
participation of various visitor industry representa-
tives from different private companies, a number of
questions relating to arts and cultural activities were
posed by these individuals, “‘where can tourists go to
view CNMI culture, see performances?” “where can
tourists go to view and purchase traditional crafts?”

Through the assistance of MV A and other private
sponsors and agencies, initial efforts have been made
to make these activities available to our visitors.
Inevitably, a resolve to fund facilities for such a
cultural and performing arts center in the future,
would be the most ideal direction.

This has begun on a small scale, with the recently
signed House Bill 11-287, that sets aside a portion of
the Managaha landing fees for this facility.

Additionally, a resolve by the segment of private
companies attending to the visitor industry must be
made to incorporate these activities into the sched-
ules and tour packages and promotions for CNMI
visitors. It must also be kept in mind, that while such
activities might not be met withimmediate monetary
profit, the profit is a long term one on several levels.

Visitors take their experiences back home with
them and tell others, visitors are drawn for return
visits by the ambience that was present and special
experiences that took place during their visit, awhole
new segment of the visitor market, those with arts
and cultural interests, will be drawn to visit the
CNML, participation and profit through the ability to
make a living doing their art will encourage local
artists to work in their respective fields and provide
additional opportunities for our younger generation
who will shortly be making their way into the work-
ing world and this participation be the community
will bring the abstract importance of the visitor
market and it’s benefits closer to home.

With the onslaught of new “recreational” activi-
ties on Guam, such as a world class waterpark and
Steven Spielbergs’ Game Works, the competition
for the visitor market is and will become that mush
more difficult. The CNMImust findit’sniche. Could
this perhaps be the arts and culture?

Such a niche would provide an incentive for
tourists to travel beyond Guam. Public sculpture and
installations, murals on drab buildings, cultural in-

~ formation signs at various island landmarks, the

acquisition of collections for the museum, tradition-
ally constructed structures placed around the islands,
encouragement of traditional design and motifs in
the architecture of new buildings, locally produced
artwork at hotels and other businesses, the sales of
locally created and/or designed products by depart-
ment stores and shops geared toward visitors, tradi-
tional Carolinian and Chamorro dance reviews at
island hotels, and an appropriate facility or facilities
where scheduled performances take place daily and
permanent and rotating exhibits can be seen...these
are but a few things that could take place in such an
effort.

The MVA has begun to take steps to bring the arts
and cultural community to our visitors, and vice
versa. We thank the MV A Board of Directors, Man-
aging Director, Deputy Managing Director and all of
the MVA staff for all of their assistance in recent
months and most of all for their vision.

ROBERT H. HUNTER

will not see print.
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The school administrators busy themselves during the standard-based téaching and learning seminar at the

Pacific Gardenia Hotel yesterday.

Photo by Maria C. Alonso

Army Corps taken aback
by erosion at Managaha

By Jojo Dass

Variety News Staff
THEUNITED States Army Corps
of Engineers is *“quite taken”
aback by the evidence of erosion
at the Mafiagaha Island, accord-
ing to Rep. Heinz Hofschneider.

In an interview yesterday,
Hofschneiderhoweversaid Corps
representatives declined to di-
vulge possible action that may be
taken to address the situation.

He said the Corps will back
before the month ends to conduct
further survey of the island’s top
soil layers.

“The Army Corps is very me-
thodical inits responsibility. They
don’t come out hastily and say
they will do this and do that. They

are coming back sometime be-
fore the end of the month with a
surveyortodosomesurvey onthe
dry land,” said Hofschneider.

“They did not give an indica-
tion on anything except that they
obviously are quite taken by the
evidence of erosion. They agree
that there is an evidence of ero-
sion in Mafagaha,” said
Hofschneider.

The congressman said there are
a number of possible mitigation
steps that can be taken to contain
the erosion problem.

All of these however, require a
“lengthy process” to implement.

“There are some possible miti-
gation but they all require a
lengthy  process,”  said

Hofschneider, adding thatabreak-
water structure by the Mafiagaha
Island’s northern tip can help de-
ter erosion.

“If that is permissible and fea-
sible, then the next step will be to
do cost-benefit analysis and so
forth,” said Hofschneider.

The erosion in Maifiagaha is
believed caused by last year’s
dredging of the Saipan channel to
make it 40 feet deeper so that
larger sea vessels may be accom-
modated.

The dredging project was spear-
headed by the Commonwealth
Ports Authority (CPA).

It is believed to have altered the
channel’s undercurrent, thereby
causing the erosion.

Gutierrez appoints members
of Ancestral Land Comrmssmn

By Eric F. Say

Variety News Staff
HAGATNA — As part of
yesterday’s historic signing of the
Ancestral Lands Actby Gov. Carl
T.C. Gutierrez, six of the seven
member panel that is charged with
bringing original land and their
rightful owners together after fed-
eral governmentreturn was named
and sworn in.

John Camacho, chairmanof the
Lands Commission said, “thisisa
very important moment in the his-
tory of Guam. It was just two
weeks ago that the opening of the
Ritidian, Urunao and Rt. 3a area
happened and now this.”

Camacho told those assembled
that if Guam does not get
blindsided by the U.S. Congress
thousands of acres of federal land
will be coming back by the end of
the year. He pledged that as head
of the ALC he would see that
everyone appearing before the
commission would be treated
fairly and honesily.

“You all have my word that
issues ahead of us are going to be

Carl T.C. Gutierrez

difficult at times but we know
what is in the hearts of each and
everyone that has been asking to
get back that which is theirs,”
Camacho said.

Gutierrez then announced all
but one of the remaining seats.
“This working groupis comprised
of land activists that for many
years have fought in different
ways to have returned to them
that which rightfully belongs to
them,” Gutierrez said.

They are: Chairman John

Camacho, former leader of the
1970’s Guam Landowners Asso-
ciation; Ivan Blas DeSoto who
recently went tofederal court over
private property rights in Yigo;
Patty Garrido who represents the
Harmon Cliffline Owners Asso-
ciation; Katherine Flores
McCollum who represents own-
ers of Ritidian area land; Antonio
Artero Sablan who represents the
Artero family land claims and
Joseph Gutierrez who represents
the Felisa Family Property inter-
ests.

GovGuam land issue historian,
John Gilliam said that although
each member represents their re-
spective family each has been an
internal part of the return process
and will provide the Commission
with valuable insight pertaining
to overall private property land
retum issues.

The seventh member has yet to
be publicly named and appointed
by Gutierrez.

The ALC members are then
subject to confirmation by the
Guam Legislature.

Hofschneider: New jail
will be Well-secured

By Jojo Dass

Variety News Staff
THE NEW detention facility will
have a good security system that
can foil any attempt by inmates to
escape or take hostages, accord-
ing to the head of the House Cor-

rectional Facility Planning Com-

mittee

At the same time, Rep. Heinz
Hofschneider said Lichtman As-
sociates, which has been hired to
help the CNMI government plan
for the facility, will be on Saipan
next month for a second visit to
share some key indicators that
will authorities to decide on the
detention center’s interior set-up.

“By then, we can share some
initial decisions that the task force
and the planning people have
come up with. They will compile
all the statistics and information
so that we make a decision, an
academic decision on what size is
appropriate,” said Hohschneider,
in an interview.

He added that there currently
is a debate on whether 250 or 700
cells are needed.

“We are in the planning process
that will determine what the pro-
jections will tell us for the next 10
to 20 years. It is a difficult job but
it is a matter of what the commu-
nity wants,” Hofschneider added.

Hofschneider said factors un-
der consideration are the tenden-

Heinz Hofschneider

cies of legislators in passing laws
that affects people in jail as well
as that of the court juries.

Hofschneider assured the $17-
million new detention facility will
have security systems that can
foil escape and hostage-taking
attempts.

“This planned detention facil-
ity is being built with a high level
of security,” said Hofschneider.

He said actual work on the
project’sfirst phase is expected to
begin next week.

“We have a contract signed.
The first agenda of the (commit-
tee) is to immediately provide for
the minimum security facility
simply because we are over-
whelmed with the population in
the main (old) facility. We can
not let detainees mingle.
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More EIC checks mailed

By Aldwin R. Fajardo

Variety News Staff
AN INDICATION that the
government’s fiscal house has
been fixed, Gov.PedroP. Tenorio
yesterday disclosed the finance
department mailed out another
batch of Earned Income Credit
(EIC) checks Monday.

The second batch of checks
carries the payment for another
25 percent of the total tax credits
earmned by low-income Northern
Marianas recipients during the
1997 fiscal year.

According to the governor, over
$1.5 million in EIC checks had
been put out Monday, bringing to
half the total amount of money

released by the government as
payment to the Public Law-guar-
anteed tax break.

Tenorio also assured that his
Administration would immedi-
ately process another payment, or
the third batch of 25 percent, as
soon as the Department of Fi-
nance identifies the needed fund.

“As soon as the fund is made
available, we will put out the
aditional 25 percent so we will be
able to eventually pay the entire
amount,” he told reporters yester-
day.

The Department of Finance has
assured subsequent payments will
be made as soon as funding be-
comes available. It expressed in-

tereststhatmay
$3 million federal grant, How-
ever, the CNMIE mno:perrmtted
to use the principal amount. -
Tenorio explained that Sen-

rightly propose CNMF's take-
overof the Ame)

the park.

ate Bill 11-126 dees not ount . orid _
1999 has been transmitted to the

SB 11- 126 o the American
Memorial Park Transfer Act of

tentions to complete payments of
EICrefundsby Novemberthis year.

He said works are now under-
way to replenish public coffers
that would enable the government
to release the third batch of pay-
ments for the EICs eamed two
years ago.

Release of the 1997 EIC checks
has been postponed several times
due to the unavailability of gov-
ernment funds that would finance
the payment of some $6 million.

The Department of Finance
mailed out 25 percent of EIC pay-
ment in April. DOF is processing
EICrefund on aninstallment pay-
ment schedule, containing only
25 percent of the entire claim per
release, or a minimum of $500,
due to the limited availability of

funds.

Recipients claiming more than
$500 will get 25 percent of their
claims per government release of
checks.

Across the board payments will
be made to all EIC recipients,
regardless of return or filing date.
Officials said checks will be
mailed out and that the finance
department will not allow per-
sonal pick up.

More than 2,500 low-income
earning CNMI residents have
been waiting for their 1997 EIC
checks, the last after the governor
signed a law scrapping the pay-
ment of the tax incentive to indi-
gent residents with dependents.

EIC is a government incentive
awarded in a form of tax breaks to

low income-earning residents of
the Northern Mariana Islands who
have dependents under Public
Law 9-22.

At the same time, Tenorio is-
sued an assurance that taxpayers
will receive their rebates before
the law-mandated October dead-
line. He said the government will
immediately release rebate checks
assoonas the DOFidentifies fund-
ing.

He added that unlike the EIC,
rebates will be paid onalumpsum
basis. *“We have to pay the whole
amount because that’s not our
money. EIC is very specific that
we should pay upon the availabil-
ity of fund. Withrebates, employ-
ees are entitled to that, so we
should find ways to pay.”

Froilan says aligning
with GOP goo for NMI

By Zaldy Dandan

Variety Associate Editor
FORMER Gov. Froilan C.
Tenorio yesterday defended his
decision to align the CNMI with
conservative US Republicans in
Congress, saying that it was cru-
cial for maintaining local control

- over immigration and minimum

wage policies.

“The trouble with the [current
CNMI leadership] is that they’re
never close with anyone in Wash-
ington, D.C. I, at least, managed
to have very successful relations
with the majority party in Con-
gress,” Tenorio said.

He added that this “closeness”
withthe US Republican Party will
be good for the CNMI if the GOP
wins the presidential elections in
2000.

*And right now, it looks like
the Republicans will be back in
the White House,” the former gov-
ernor said.

He said his critics “should un-
derstand” that while the Demo-
crats are currently “in charge” of
the White House, the Republi-

Froilan C. Tenorio

cans control Congress.

“So we had to deal with both
parties, and that was what I tried
when 1 hired lobbyists for the
White House and [the Seattle-
based law firm] Preston Gates
for Congress,” Tenorio said.

“That’s how things work in
Washington, D.C. AndIleamned
that when I was the [CNMI’s
representative to the nation’s
capital from 1984 to 1990],” he
said.

However, he added, the

Democratic lobbyists his admin-
istration hired “weren’thelping.”

. In contrast, his administration
had better relations with congres-
sional Republicans, Tenorio said.

Still, he added, if aligning with
US Republicans did turn the
CNMI into a partisan issue in
Washington, D.C. “then what is
{the current CNMI leadership]
doing about it?”

Tenorio said he finds it “amus-
ing” that CNMIRepublicans are
not happy  with  his
administration’s cooperating
with national Republicans.

During the last two years of
Tenorio’s administration, the
White House, for the first time
in CNMI history, came out in
support of a “federal takeover”
of local immigration and mini-
mum wage policies.

At the same time, such key
US Republicans as House Ma-
jority Leader Dick Armey and
House Majority Whip Tom
DeLay vowed to block any such
legislation, which is supported
by congressional Democrats.

The CNMI delegation to the Academic Challenge to be held in Florida from June 12 to 15. Shown in photo

are (from left) PSS Associate Commissioner Rita Sablan, Academic Challenge Coordinator Cathy P. Salas,
Estelle Hofschnedier, Marsha Guifan, Peggy Norman, Joseph Enteria, Ji Hyun Park, Jai Wug Kim, Bradley

Matsumoto, Coach Bob Lee and Educat/on Comm/ssmner Rita H. Inos.

Photo by Maria C. Alonso

Lizama recuses from
‘malpractice’ lawsuit

By Ferdie de la Torre

Variety News Staff
SUPERIOR Court Associate
Judge Juan T. Lizama has dis-
qualified himself from presiding
over a malpractice lawsuit filed
by the special administrator for
Larry Hillblom estate against a
California and Guam-based law
firms representing the estate ex-
ecutor Bank of Saipan.

Lizama said after a review of
the case file, he must recuse him-
self from handling Special Ad-
ministrator Diego Mendiola’s
civil action against Morrison and
Foerster (MoFo) law firm based
in California and Calvo and Clark
law firm in Guam.

Lizama in his order explained
that his son-in-law, Atty. Leroy

Nelson, is involved in the estate
of Hillblom.

The judge returned the case to
Superior Court Presiding Judge
Edward Manibusan for reassign-
ment of the matter to another
judge.

The Variety gathered that fok
lowing Lizama’s recusal,
Manibusan referred the case to
Associate Judge John A. Lizama.

Mendiola, through counsel Jose
Attao Bermudes, named as de-
fendants MoFo and one of its law-
yers Kathleen Fisher, and Calvo
and Clark law firm and its attor-
ney Rodney J. Jacob.

Mendiola also included in the
suit Bank of Saipan in its corpo-
rate capacity and executor qQf

Continued on page 22
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Court orders land sale

By Ferdie de la Torre

Variety News Staff
THE SUPERIOR Court has or-
dered the immediate sale of land
belonging to a former govern-
mentemployee who was required
to pay $135,000 in restitution to
the Commonwealth Utilities Cor-
poration for embezzlement.

Judge JuanT. Lizama asked the
CNMI government to coordinate
with the Department of Public
Safety for the auction of 2,030
square meters of land owned by
Joaquin S. Quitugua.

Lizamatold the governmentand
DPS to sell the land within six
months and submit to court the
auction result,

Quitugua, aformer administra-
tive officer I for the CUC in
Rota, was charged with 20 counts
foralleged embezzlement of CUC
funds.

He signed an agreement with
the governmentand pleaded guilty
of theft by failure to make re-
quired disposition, theft, em-
bezzlement, and forgery. The re-
maining charges were dismissed.

In 1997 the court sentenced
the defendant to 20 years’ im-
prisonment, all suspended ex-
cept two years without early
release or parole.

Quitugua was placed in 18
years’ active probation and was
required to pay restitution to
CUC. He agreed to sell his land
to pay the restitution.

At the June 3 review hearing,
the court found out that
Quitugua has executed a war-
ranty deed of his land on behalf
of the CNMI government for

payment of the restitution.

Lizama, however, said there
is no record showing that the
CNMI government has sold
(auctioned) the property.

According to court docu-
ments, on and between Oct. 1,
1990 and April 30, 1994,
Quitugua, while employed at
CHC, unlawfully took $114,000
from daily deposit collections
of CUC.

On the same dates, the defen-
dant unlawfully took $17,600
from cash receipts collected

from septic tank pump services
at CUC.
Records indicated that on May
10, 1994 Quitugua stole $2,000
from the Rota Power Plant Emer-
gency Fund belonging to the CUC
Rota Office.
Documents said that on Sept.
13, 1995 “defendant with the in-
tent to defraud CUC authenticated
a writing he knew to be false by
submitting for reimbursement to-
talling $1,400 from the BP Hotel
knowing the original invoiceshad
already been paid by CUC.”

Jones eyes initiative to free up
use of public land lease money

By Jojo Dass

Variety News Staff
REPRESENTATIVE Dino M.
Jones (D-Prec.4, Saipan) is push-
ing for a popular initiative that
will authorize the Division of
Public Lands (DPL) to use part of
money generated from leases to
health insurance plans for the
indigenous populace.

In an interview, Jones said he
has introduced the measure be-
fore the House of Representa-
tives more than a month ago.

“ButIhave notseen actionfrom
the House since so I am taking it
up to the people because I think it
is very important,” said Jones.

According to Jones, residents
of Northern Marianas descent
can avail of the health insur-
ance plan should it be pushed
through under a popular initia-
tive.

“I"'m working on the popular
initiative to authorize DPL to
get money and provide health
insurance to the indigenous

Dino M. Jones

people,” said Jones.

“The Constitution does not
permit DPL to utilize money for
the purpose. We are doing a
constitutional change to do a
popular inijtiative to authorize
DPL to get interest of money
from public land lease and used
that to buy health insurance for
the indigenous people,” said
Jones.

Jones said he is pushing for

the measure noting that a num-
ber of indigenous residents have
died of diseases which would
not have been the case had they
had the financial capability to
afford treatment.

“I am concerned about the in-
digenous people’s health con-
dition. There is a lot of people
getting sick and have died be-
cause of diabetes, heart attack
and money was always impor-
tant to take care of them, par-
ticularly those who can not fi-
nancially afford it.

“Therefore, since there is
money for the indigenous people
from public lands, I believe it
should be spent also for the
health of the indigenous
people,” explained Jones.

Jones added his measure is
part of efforts to contain pos-
sible health problems arising
from a synthetic cancer-caus-
ing chemical that has leaked
from an abandoned World War
1I capacitor in Tanapag.

By Zaldy Dandan

Variety Associate Editor
SENATE President Paul A.
Manglona (R-Rota) yesterday
said he will offer legislation
that would specifically exempt
current recipients of govern-
ment scholarship grants from
the $15,000 cap.

Manglona was reacting to an
opinion from the Attorney
General’s Office which said that
the cap imposed by Public Law
11-77 will apply to all recipi-
ents.

“As I've said before, that’s
not the intent of the law—stu-

dents who are getting [more
than $15,000] before the cap
was enacted should not be af-
fected,” he said.

“But if AGO believes that we
did not make that intent clear
enough, then we need to do
something to make sure the stu-
dents continue to get what they
were supposed to get,”
Manglona said.

He added that legislators
“don’t wantany student to drop

Manglona seeks to exempt
current scholars from cap

Paul A. Manglona

out” because of an oversight in
drafting the bill that became P.L.
11-77.

“Whatever it takes, we will
correct whatever oversight there
was.”

Manglona said he is already
getting a lot of phone calls from
CNMI students enrolled in the
continental US.

Manglona earlier told the
Scholarship Office that the cap
shouldnotapply tostudents who
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Relay For Life rally to
help cancer victims

By Louie C. Alonso

Variety News Staff
THE PRESENCE unit of the
American Cancer Society in the
Commonwealth willhold aRelay
for Life kick-off rally at the Pa-
cificIslands Club, Susupe on June
11 from 5pm to 7 pm.

The purpose of the kick-off
rally, according to head coordina-
tor Carmen Gaskins, is to recruit
Saipan volunteers to serve in the
committee for thel4-hour Relay
for Life major event in August.

Other members of the presence
unit are Josephine Sablan Hall,
Susan Schwartz, Dr. Jack Hardy,
Christine Kapileo, Susan Zehr,
Frances H. Diaz, and Ermelinda
King.

The rally will give encourage-
ment and hope for the cancer sur-
vivors and pay tribute in memory
of those who passed away.

“We will raise funds to help
research, so that more awareness
will be brought into this commu-
nity,” Gaskins said in an inter-

view.

According to Gaskins, Relay
for Life is a unique activity that
offers an opportunity to partici-
pate in the fight against cancer,
and it is about a community that
takes up the fight against the
dreaded disease.

Relay for Life, she said, isabout
empowering individuals to fight
back against a disease that has
taken so much from them.

If the presence unit could raise -

some money, 40 percent of the
those will be given to the Ameri-
can Cancer Society for reseach,
10 percent will go to the Pacific
Region’s technical assistance and
the 50 percent will remain in the
CNMI to help support programs
and patient assistance services.

Gaskins has been a volunteer
for the American Cancer Society
in the past 35 years.

“My mother died of cancer 23
years ago and I made a commit-
ment to them that percentage of
my salary and my time will be
devoted to the Society. I do not

Continued on page 22
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Region’s aviation officials
to meet in Koror in July

.For the Variety

"KOROR (Palau Horizon) —

Palau will be hosting the “Pa-
cific Aviation Directors Meet-
ing” to be held on July 9-12 in
Koror with this year’s theme
focused on the aviation on the
next millennium.

According to Commerce and
Trade Minister Okada Techitong,
Palau is expecting 60-70 avia-

tion personnel from the United
States, Hawaii and the whole
Micronesian region,

Techitong said the country has
alsorequested the attendance of
representatives from Continen-
tal Micronesia, Far East Air
Transportation (FAT), and Ja-
pan Airlines. He added that it is
the first time to invite members
from these airlines.

The minister said the agenda
would delve on a lot of different
aviation projects around the
Micronesianregion. “There will
be some talks about search and
rescue,” he added.

Techitong added the meeting
will tackle aviation and airport
overview on the different is-
lands.

(EILEEN O. TABARANZA)

Variety News Staff
HAGATNA — Congressman
Robert Underwood is working
to have an Air Force Weather
Reconnaissance Squadron as-
signed to Guam.

Underwood said Guam and
the CNMI are the only two
American areas thatare not cov-
ered by weather reconnaissance
provided by American aircraft.

“So we hope to profit from
that by having a weather recon-
naissance unit, also called Ty-
phoon Chasers, assigned to
Guam,” the congressman said.

He added that this proposal is
viable because the Air Force is
currently stuck with additional
C-130s that it doesn’t want.

“One of the contentious is-
sues in the Armed Services
Committee where 1 sit is the
issue of the C-130s. The Air
Force just asks for a limited
number of C-130s but the manu-
facturers always want to build
more. Of course, the districts

ways get their way. So the Air
Force is always looking at ways
to maximize their C-130s,” the
congressman said.

where the C-130s are built al-

Underwood. Wants ‘typhoon chasers’

Robert Underwood

According to Underwood, there
is a particular group of C-130s
coming into service that will re-
place the weather reconnaissance
C-130s that are stationed in the
Air Force’s base in Biloxi, Mis-
sissippi.

“So whatI am trying to capture
are those C-130s that are going
off-line and try to have them as-
signed to Guam instead.”

Althoughthe congressman will
continue to work for the
homeporting of big ships toGuam,
Underwood said he is also work-
ing onthe homeporting of smaller
shipslike minesweepers and Navy

Coastal Patrol boats.

“The reason for this is that
carrier task groups are finite in
number and they are spread out
all overthe world,” Underwood
said. “Also, Guam faces alot of
competition. Singapore is build-
ing a berth big enough for an
aircraft carrier at their own ex-
pense just on the hope that U.S.
aircraft carriers will visit them,
So that’s the level of competi-
tion we face,” he added.

According to Underwood,
minesweepers in the mainland
may be assigned on Guam be-
cause the Navy has made a de-
cision to deploy minesweepers
around the world.

“All these projects, I hope,
will yield benefit to Guam and
further maintain and protect
American interests in the re-
gion,” Underwood said.

Through military construc-
tion contracts, ship repair work,
procurement contracts for sup-
plies, liberty -visits, regional
multilateral military exercises,
and DoD payroll, Underwood
said Guam can enjoy the eco-
nomic benefits of a stronger
military presence on island.

Former Guam education official convicted

By Eric F. Say

Variety News Staff
HAGATNA—A former Depart-
ment of Education administrator
may spend a minimum of 20
years in jail after she was found
guilty of theft and forgery.

NormaJean Taitano began sob-
bing softly when a jury of her

peersread guilty verdictsin Steven
Unpingco’s courtroom late Tues-
day evening.

The former head of Guam's
Secondary Public Schools Divi-
sion Interscholastic Sports Pro-
gram was convicted of embez-
zling over $100,000 over many
years.

The jury returned guilty ver-
dicts on four counts of theft of
property held in trust, forgery
and two counts of official mis-
conduct.

According to Superior Court
spokesperson Mercy Hernandez,
Taitano faces a minimum of 20

Continued on page 22

Marianas Variety Publisher and Younis Art Studio President Abed E. Younis (right) hands over a certificate
to Melvin Villarin of YAS-MV'’s Production Department for being chosen as Employee of the Month for April.
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~ Guam movie snagged agaln

Variety News Staff
HAGATNA — The Controver-
sial “Guam Goes To The Moon”
movie project, which has been
plagued with production problems,
is again facing another obstacle.

According to Variety magazine,
director Ron Underwood has quit
the movie project after Paramount
Pictures failed to commit to a
launch date for the movie.

Underwood, the director of
Mighty Joe Young, had hoped to

direct Vince Vaughn in the lead
role of an astronaut who tries to

helpaThird World country mount

a manned space mission.

According to Variety,
Underwood has opted instead to
concentrate on another interga-
lactic comedy, Castle Rock’s
“Pluto Nash” starring Eddie
Murphy and possibly Jennifer
Lopez in a film about a futuristic
gangster set on the moon.

The movie nearly stopped pro-

duction altogether before Vince .

Vaughn and Jon Favreau, lastseen
together as L.A. night owls on the
prowl in “Swingers,” agreed to
re-team in the movie with Vaughn
in a starring role and Favreau as
the scriptwriter. |

Guam Goes To The Moon is an
offbeat comedy, which centerson
“atiny U.S. commonwealth’s fic-
tional attempt” tolaunch amanned
space program.

In its earlier incarnation, the
Paramount project focused on a
retired astronaut who missed out

on his one chance to go to the
moon and is hired by an entrepre-

~ neur who hopes to bring honor to

Guam by launching a lunar shot.

.The original project was to star
Bill Pullman (of Independence
Day fame) and comedian Daniel
Stern who was also supposed to
direct. David Diamond and David
Weisman were the screenwriters
while Mark Gordon and Gary
Levinson would produce.

The original production was set
tostart July of last year with shoot-
ing taking place both in Los An-

geles and Hawaii. Originally,
comedy giant Steve Martin was
also supposed to be involved.
Vaughn most receatly starred
in “Psycho,” “Clay Pigeons” and
“Return to Paradise” while
Favreau, who wrote and starred
in “Swingers,also has appeared
in “Very Bad Things” and in
“Deep Impact” as an astronaut.
According to Variety, the pro-
ducers of Guam Goes To The
Moon are working to land a new
director to continue the movie’s
development process.

Philippine gov’t designates
new consul general to Palau

By MALOU L. SAYSON

For the Variety
KOROR (Palau Horizon) —
The Philippine government has
recently appointed a veteran law-
yer and long-time foreign service
official Antonio S. Curameng as
the Philippine’s new consul gen-
eral to the Republic of Palau.

Inaninterview, Curamengsaid,
“there is only one mission I have-
to project the needs of the Philip-
pines and promote the welfare of
Filipino workers here.”

Curameng further stated, “I
want to make overseas Filipinos
(OFs) find ways to express and
transform their nationalistic sen-

" timents into concrete realities

which can form part of the Fili-
pino heritage.” .
Curameng strongly believes in
the OFs, their resiliency and their
strong determination to work hard
for their families and their coun-

try.
“These [OFs] are the new he- .

roes,” he told Palau Horizon. In
times of financial crisis brought
aboutby the Asianeconomic slump,
the OFs numbering about 5 million
worldwide, according to

Curameng, have helped the Phil-
ippine economy stay afloat.

“This is the very reason why
the [Philippine] government is
doing every possible assistance
to all Filipinos workmg abroad,”
he said.

In the field of labor, the Filipi-
nos have earned the reputation of
skillful, honest, cheerful and loyal
workers.

“I never run out of faith in the
Filipinos,” he said. Just give them
respect, and they’ll give back their
respect to you,” Curameng noted,
adding that it is not difficult to
bring out the best in the Filipinos.

Curameng said the Philippine
government is putting in place a
full ambassadorship to the Repub-
lic of Palau to assure all OFs of
some sense of security.

“IfIfind them in distress, Isee to
it they’re protected,” he said.

It would be noted that Filipinos
working on Palau have grown in
number, totaling to 3,650 contract

-workers plus 80 dependents.

Curameng, who hailed from

Pangasinan in northern Luzon, the

native province of former Presi-
dent Fidel V. Ramos, was last as-

signed to Abuja, Nigeria wherein
the services of the Philippine Em-
bassy there cover 20 countries.

Prior to his assignment in Nige-
ria, Curameng served as second
secretary, consul, executive officer
and a number of times as charge d’
affaires in Rabat, Monocco where
he stayed for five-and-a-half years.

He served as director of the
Office of Middle East and Afri-
can Affairs.

He was also charge d’ affaires of
the Philippine Embassy in Kuwait
and was responsible in opening a
diplomatic establishment in Ku-
wait on Jan. 6, 1980.

Curameng eamed his Bachelor
of Laws degree at San Beda Col-
lege, one of the top law schools in
Manila. He took his Foreign Ser-
vice Post Graduate at the Oxford
University, and a Master in Na-
tional Security Administration at
the National Defense College of
the Philippines.

Curameng has been impressed
by the natural beauty of Palau the
first time he stepped on this island.

“This is entirely adifferent envi-
ronment. ““This is exactly the kind

of post1'd like to work in,” he sald.
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DFW eyes marine
sanctuary on isles

By Rene P. Acosta

Variety News Staff
FISH and Wildlife officials are
now working on the develop-
ment of two marine sanctuaries
in the Northern Mariana Islands
which will be used as breeding
grounds for fisheries and other
types of marine species.

Technical experts from the of-
fice have began laying the
ground work for the project site
in Managaha, as they have al-
ready completed the study on
the designated spot on Tinian
which is located at Gurguan
point stretching all the way
down to Carolinas point.

Jacinto Taman, a fisheries
specialist said the government
is still toying with the idea of
whether to put up one in the
island of Rota.

Taman, along with a biologist
and two fisheries technicians are
going to dive today at the site of
the proposed sanctuary—lo-
cated near the tip of the recre-
ational island—to start initiat-
ing the project.

The team would dive to mea-
sure its depth, identify the kinds
of fisheries that are present in-
cluding other types of marine
species, and determine the fig-
ure of its sea bed.

Although the process is te-
dious, he said such activity has
already been carried out in
Tinian about two months ago.

The Department of Environ-
mental Quality has already done
its task of conducting underwa-
ter assessment and study of the
designated site.

The sanctuaries, when put in

place would become the nesting
place and safe havens for fish-
eries and other species to attain
their sizes and reproduce with-
out being subjected to the threat
of being fished out by fisher-
men.

Such projects have been co-
ordinated by an impending bill

from Rep. Heinz Hofschneider
who wanted to preserve a por-

tion of the Managaha waters as
a marine haven.

Although, he was expecting
opposition from the tourism
business sector, Hofschneider
said the reef sanctuary will re-
vitalize the designated area and
bring back marine species in-
cluding the sea cucumber which
have trickled down in its num-
ber due to various tourism-re-
lated activities.

THE WESTERN Pacific Re-
gional Fishery Management
Council is expected to close
catch reporting loopholes: by -

other pelagic fishes in waters
under its jurisdiction when it .

vessels taking nma, billfishand agic cat
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APIL founder seeks

to strengthen PIDB

By MALOU L. SAYSON
KOROR (Palau Horizon) —
One of the founders of the As-
sociation of Pacific [sland Leg-

-islatures (APIL) has urged

member countries to re-exam-
ine the merits of funding the
fledging Pacific Islands Devel-
opment Bank (PIDB), having
only three member states with
complete payment of the $1
million authorized capital con-
tributions.

In an interview, Senate Com-
mittee Chairman on Judiciary
and Governmental Affairs
Santos Olikong, who is also an
exponent of the PIDB, said the
bank is short of $2,923,216.81
to reach a level of full capitali-
zation from a total of seven
member states.

Only Yap, Palau and Pohnpei
have given a full capital contri-
butions of $1 million each plus
staggered contributions fromthe
Commonwealth of the North-
ern Marianas with $525,00;
Chuuk, $251,783.19; Guam,
$100,000; and Kosrae,
$200,000 or a total of
$4,076,783.19.

Yap was the pioneer in terms
of contributions to the bank,
meeting its full commitment
first and carrying the rest of
the members through the first
few troubled years of its op-
erations.

As per agreed upon, mem-
bers are required to make an
initial contribution of
$100,000 to be followed by
an additional $250,000 six
months later; while the bal-
ance of the $1 million full
capitalization was to be paid
in no later than one year after
the initial contribution.

In the March 5, 1999 report
submitted by the PIDB Board
of Governors, it was noted that

“even though there are lot yet ~

to be done before the bank is
declared “fully organized, it
will enterits 10th yearonJuly
5, 1999 with focus and a clear
sense of direction.”

The performance of the
bank, however, has not met
the expectations of its
founders, according to an ex-
ecutive summary released re-
cently.

It would be noted that in
May 1987, the APIL unani-
mously passed a resolution
(EC-6-3) on Saipan to con-
duct a study on the feasibility
of developing a central devel-
opment bank to service the
APIL region. the resolution
was certified by then APIL
President Olikong.

The study prepared by
Washington D.C. attorney
Arnold Leibowitz and Tosiwo
Nakamura, the first president
of the Federated States of
Micronesia was completed in
1988.

Due to inadequate capitali-
zation and partly to program-
matic limitations, plus the
losses the bank has incurred
since its inception, according

Santos Olikong

tothe PIDB Stategic Planpre- |
pared by Joseph Bradley and
endorsed recently by the APIL
Board of Directors, {it] was
reluctant to initiate loans.

It was not until mid-1993
that the PIDB made its first
loan from the National De-
velopment Bank of Palau
(NDBP) and purchased three
additional loans in Yap, three
in Chuuk, and one in Pohnpei,
all from the Federated States
of Micronesia Development
Bank.

The Bradley study noted
that projects funded by the
PIDB through its purchase of
loans from the various na-
tional development banks
were found to *have not pro-
moted economic development
on scale envisioned by the
APIL.”

According to the study,
most project funding has been
for the construction of rental
properties and retail establish-
ments which marginally con-
tribute to true economic de-
velopment, except projects on
Yap and Chuuk. One loan on
Yap went to the establishment
of a computer service com-
pany and another to the ex-,
pansion of a taxi service
companylany; while two
loans on Chuuk went to es-
tablish automobile repair
shops and two to set up gas
stations.

Bradley in his report under-
scored the prevailing resis-
tance to the concept of a re-
gional development bank and
the funding of its operations
as well.

It was concluded that part
of resistance was due toalack
of understanding of the
PIDB’s mission and the po-
tential for improved economic
development through coop-
eration.

The study further noted of
the “undercurrent of uncer-
tainty about the motives and
commitment” of the members
which has led to less than com-
plete trust more within the
governments that support
them.

Historical rivairies among
the islands has also been pin-
pointed as a third element of
resistance, considering the
distances between islands
which provide natural barri-
ers thus making the concept
regionalism very difficult for
some to adopt.
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" By Louie C. Alonso

Variety News Staff
STUDENTS of Dandan Elemen-
tary yesterday honored its 23
teachers for giving them the best
possible education despite the
problems being faced by the Pub-
lic School System in school year
1998-1999.

According to Principal Frances
Taimanao, the Teachers Appre-
ciation Day yesterday originated
in San Vicente Elementary School
and was just adapted by the new
school.

“This is actually a day where
we usually give thanks to the
teachers fordoing all the good job
throughout the school year. Here,
students themselves were the ones
who prepared the ceremony and
their speech. The students pro-
gram was (prepared) to show the
teachers that their hardwork is
being appreciated,” Taimanao
said.

During the program, DES stu-
dent Marjorie Q. Villagomez told
the teachers they are very impor-

tant people in the students’ lives.

*“Teachers are people who de-
vote their skills, time, and knowl-
edge in helping us to learn. They
tell us to believe in school, to make
our life more enjoyable, wonder-
ful, and memorable,” Villagomez
said during the program.

According to Villagomez, DES
teachers have taught the students
the things that they need to know in
order to achieve their respective
dreams and goals.

“Teachers are like our second
mothers and fathers. They said that
if you want to be an important, ora
better person in life, you should
finish your school or education
because it is the greatest gift of all,”
she added. '

Sixth grader Francisco Flores
thanked the teachers for their help
inencouraging the studentstolearn.

*“Icome to school to learn how to
read, write and spell,” he said. “I

also come to school to learn how to
add, subtract, multiply and divide.
Thanks to you teachers, now we

Students of Dandan Elementary School gather for an Appreciation Program for their teachers yesterday.
Photo by Maria C. Alonso

Continued on page 22

THE MARIANAS Visitors Au-
thority along with the Common-
wealth Council for Arts and Cul-
ture would like to announce the
Ist Annual Marianas Traditional
Dance Festival to be presented
on Saturday, June 12, from 10
am to 6 pm at the Kilili Beach
Park.

This event features nine per-
forming groups representing
dances from the Chamorro and
Carolinian Culture.

“The Marianas Traditional
Dance Festival is a component

Traditional dance fest set

of the 1999 Visit the Marianas
Campaign,” said Perry J.P.
Tenorio, managing director of
MVA, he added. “The Taste of
the Marianas’ food festival that
was held last month was also a
major event with the *99 Visit
the Marianas Calendar. These
events were designed to attract
the traveling public to the Com-
monwealth of the Northern
Marianas.”

The event is open to the pub-
lic and there will be food and
drinks on sale.

ties Corporation (CUC) must re-
place a single-phase line with a
three-phase line from northeast
of San Vicente Elementary School
to the Standford Hotel turnoff.

Therefore, a power outage is
scheduled for two days today
Thursday, June 10, and tomorrow
Friday, June 11 from 8:00 am to
4:00 pm on both days.

Also, to continue the upgrade
of the distribution lines in Chalan
Kanoa behind Mt. Carmel Cathe-
dral, a power outage is scheduled
for Feeder 3 also today, June 10,
from 8:00 am to 4:00 pm.

Customers along the road be-
hind Mt. Carmel Cemetery will
be affected.

SHRM meet today

THE SHRM monthly meeting on
the topic of Wellness and the
Workforce is today Thursday,
June 10 at 11:30 at the Hyatt.

Members and others wishing to
attend should call Rheta or Liz at
234-1234 or fax to 234-0182 for
reservations.

SAVE UP TO 40% OFF.

v Good Guys Discounts for:
o Multi-Car

¢ No Claims

v Easy payment terms & payroll deduction

available.

v Quick & easy claims handling.

v Callfor a quote or application.

'HOME OF THE GOOD
GUYS AND GALS '

im

MOYLAN'S

SAIPAN BRANCH « P.O. BOX 658 « SAIPA
' o TEL: (670) 234-6129/6571
» FAX: (670) 234-8641
« E-MAIL: moylan70cite.net




iers in
logo contest

THE MARIANA Animal Wel-
fare Society will be awarding
the winners of theirlogo draw-
ing contest this Saturday, June

12 at the Thai House Restau-
rant at 12 noon followed by
complimentary refreshments.
The students who have won
1st, 2nd and 3rd place will be
awarded prizes from Pacific
Islands Club Waterpark, La
Fiesta Game Room Tokens,
and rides on the Submarine.
The winners are Bruce
Laniyo (lst place); Carrie
Delos Reyes (2nd place); and
Audrea Agulto Flores (3rd

Continued on page 22

By Louie C. Alonso

Variety News Staff
SIX CNMlIhighschool students
will leave today to compete in
the prestigious National Aca-
demic Challenge which will be
held at the Walt Disney Con-
vention in Florida from June 12
to 15.

Members of this year’s CNMI
team are Ji Hyun Park and Jo-
seph Enteria of Grace Christian
Academy; Jai Wug Kim and
Estelle Hofschneider from

Marianas Baptist Academy; Bra-
dley Matsumoto of Mount Carmel
School; and Peggy Norman of
Calvary Christian Academy.
Some of the members in this
year's CNMI have already par-
ticipated in last year’s challenge.
The CNMI team is expected to

" return to Saipan on the 17th.

Last Tuesday, Education Com-
missioner Rita H. Inos and Public
School System’s Associate Com-
missioner Rita Sablan met with
the whole team including Coach

Six Saipan students all set to
compete in Florida challenge

Bob Lee, Asst. Coach Marsha
Gulfan and CNMI Academic
Challenge Coordinator Cathy
Pangelinan-Salas.

Gulfan used to be the coach of
the CNMI team for the past two

& years. :

“We are counting onyou,” Inos
told the CNMI team yesterday.

Last year, the CNMI team were
able to land in first and second
place in some rounds but was
eliminated in the semi-final round.

“T hope you could bring-in a

' Lee, they are trying theirbestto

- which was held at the Joeten

medal for the CNMI this time,”
Sablan said yesterday.
According toteam coach Bob

do good in the competition so
the' American people could see
something positive happening
in the CNMI this time.

The team was chosen after a
series of competition for the
local Academi¢ Chalienge

Kiyu Library early this year.
Continued on page 22
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Deadline for EQIP

THE DEADLINE for applicants
to sign-up for the United States
Department of Agriculture-Natu-
ral Resources Conservationservice
(USDA/NRCS), 1996 Farm Bill,
Environmental Quality Incentives
Program (EQIP), ison Friday,June
11.

This program provides cost share
dollars, through the Commodity
Credit Corporation, to address
major resource concemns and pri-
orities identified as problems
through local working groups.

There are two USDA/NRCS

* EQIP programs in the CNMI, for

which, applicants can sign up for.
These are the Kagman Irrigation
Project (KEP), designed to provide
efficientagricultural irrigation sys-
tems to farmers located in the
Kagman watershed on Saipan; and
for the islands of Saipan, Tinian
and Rota, the proper control of
animal waste through the collec-
tion, treatment, storage, and waste
utilization for confined animal op-

Continued on page 22
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After delivering a well-received commencement speech at the 1999
SDA School Graduation ceremonies, Gov. Pedro P. Tenorio joins his
goddaughter, Jennifer Angello, Class Valedictorian, for a post gradu-

ation picture.

THIS IS to inform all members of
the U.S. Armed Forces Veterans
Association that there will be a
meeting today, June 10 at the Di-
vision of Veteran’s Affairs Of-
fice at 6:30 pm.

All members are requested to
attend. Others interested in join-

f.?‘_'A"rméd",F'()r'ces."_\iets méeting

ing -are also invited to attend.
Please bringacopy of your DD214
with you.

For more information, please
contact Joseph C. Reyes, presi-
dent at 234-5860/5871, or the
Veterans Affairs Office at 288-
1150.
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Estrada airs request to S. Korea

est led for RP workers

Philippine President Jos%p
the Shilla Hotel in Seoul

h Estrada answers reporters’ questions at
uesday. Estrada has asked South Korea to

grant amnesty to illegal Filipino workers there. AP

By KYONG-HWA SEOK
SEOUL, South Korea (AP) —
Philippine President Joseph
Estrada said Tuesday he asked
South Korea to grant amnesty to
thousands of Philippine workers
illegaily staying in South Korea.

*“The matter is under consider-
ation by the South Korean gov-
ernment,” Estrada told anews con-
ference.

Estrada said he discussed the
issue at a meeting with South
Korean President Kim Dae-jung
onMonday. Other topics included
ways of expanding trade and eco-
nomic cooperation, he said.

The issue of illegal foreign
workers is a headache for South
Korea, which has seen its own

once low unemployment rate sky-
rocket to 7.5 percent, with more
than 1.5 million South Korean’s
out of work.

During its economic boom in
the early 1990s, South Korea al-
lowed low-paid foreigners, mostly
from Southeast Asian countries,
to be hired for mostly manual jobs
shunned by its own people.

Government officials said about
170,000 foreign workers are be-
lieved to be staying in South Ko-
rea, 100,000 of them illegally.

Philippine workers are esti-
mated at 12,000.

Most of the illegal workers are
from China (58,000), Bangladesh
(9,000), Mongolia (9,000) and the
Philippines (4,000). Many of them

RP bans European meat products

MANILA, Philippines (AP) —
The Philippine government
Tuesday banned poultry, beef
and pork products imported
from Belgium, the Netherlands,
France and Germany because of
suspected contamination with di-
oxin, a cancer-causing chemical.

Agriculture Secretary

Edgardo Angara said the move
was a “‘precautionary measure”
and would last until “such time
that the analytical data ruling
out contamination are pro-

vided.”

The Bureau of Customs and
animal quarantine officers at
Philippine ports have been in-
structed to report to the depart-
ment any of the affected prod-
ucts being brought into the coun-
try, Angara said.

He said the department is dis-
cussing with other government
agencies whether to withdraw
products from store shelves to
“protect the public... from prob-
able contamination.”

lost their jobs last year amid a
severe recession.

Most of the illegal workers en-
tered South Korea with a tourist
visa. Those who work under legal
training programs get paid about
700,000 ($583) to 800,000 ($666)
won per month. Illegal workers

are paid far less than that.

Many illegal workers couldn’t
afford to return home, when they
were laid off because employers
didn’t pay them. They also have
to pay hundreds of dollars in pen-
alties for overstaying their visas
when they leave the nation.

If amnesty is granted, those il-
legal workers can leave the coun-
try without paying the penalties,
the minimum of which is 300,000
won ($250).

Estrada arrived iri Seoul Sun-
day for a four-day.visit. He re-
turns home Wednesday.
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to fix health system M ExIm Bank funding

SUVA (Pacnews) — Fiji's new
Health Minjster Dr Isimeli
Cokanasiga has tabled a Green
Paper in Cabinet which calls for a
major overhaul of the country’s
health system.

The Paper is titled *“Health Im-
provement Programme”, and
among other things, calls for an
increase in the budget of all out-
patient departments, deployment
of extra doctors and nurses, and
the separation of the accidentand
emergency departments from the
general outpatient departments.

The Ministry also plans to pro-
vide further training for medical
staff, create new positions for
medical consultants, equip and
upgrade peripheral health facili-
ties, explore the possibility of hiv-
ing off general outpatient to the
private sector, and construct new

wards and operating theatres.

Dr Cokanasiga promised Cabi-
net more doctors and nurses would
be deployed in outpatient depart-
ments at health centres and hospi-
tals in order to reduce the waiting
time for people seeking medical
attention. :

According to the Paper, the lack
of doctors and nurses, and the lim-
ited number of hospital beds and
funds, among other things, are re-
sponsible for the long waiting peri-
ods at hospital and health centres.

Other areas covered in the Pa-
per include emphasis on primary
and preventative healthcare, ad-
dressing problems related to ciga-
rette and Kava consumption, re-
vision of public health and food
legislation, improved access to
mobile outreach health services,
and heaithy community lifestyles.

i

n

An excavation staff works on the pert of a Sherman tank used by U.S.
forces during World War Il as it is unveiled to the press Tuesday by the
Okinawa prefectural educational boarc at Isamebaru archeological site
in Ginowan in Okinawa, southern Japan. The tank was identified as a
31-ton M4 Sherman, believedto have seen action in the Allied invasion
of Okinawa, the crucial battle ground, in 1945. AP

By MALOU L. SAYSON

For the Variety
KOROR (Palau Horizon) — A
Senator has questioned the lack-
luster pursuit by government of
an important international fund-
ing which will prop up the stag-
gering financial status of the Na-
tional Development Bank of Palau
(NDBP). :

Senator Santos Olikong, chair-
man of the Senate Committee on
Judiciary and Governmental Af-
fairs told Palau Horizon that in-
stead of pursuing the $5 million
funding support offered by the
Export and Import Bank (EXIM
Bank) of Japan, the country’s
finance officials rather turned to
the International Monetary Fund
(IMF) which asked for 2 $700,000
membership fee from Palau.

According to Olikong, Palau
has somehow created a good im-

pression with the EXIM Bank
because of the “strong movement”
in its economy and that the gov-
emmment of Palau gave its full
capital contribution of $1 million
to the Pacific Island Development
Bank (PIDB)established in 1989.

The formation of the regional
development bank was but one
among the three major objectives
of the Association of Pacific Is-
land Legislatures, said Olikong.
The two others are the improve-
ment of air transportation and fa-
cilitation of ocean transportation
in the region.

Among the 11 eligible mem- '

bers of the PIDB, only seven are
considered active, making acom-
bined contributionof about $4.077
million out of $7 million total
capital contribution or $1 million
from each of the seven members.

Olikong stressed the PIDB’s

slips from Palau’s NDBP

role as a regional conduit to ac-
cess money markets of Japan, the
United States and Europe.

Palau got the nod of the EXIM
Bank, according toOlikong, since
[it]. unlike other PIDB member

. states, Palau has legal statutes in

place and so far accomplished
most of the paper requirements.

The funding from the EXIM
Barik, Olikong said, was “not a
one-shot deal.” - '

“[1t] was a line of credit with an
initial disbursement of $5 mil-
lion,” he said, .adding that “it

. doesn’t stop there.”

Depending on the track record
of the NDBP; including a good
repayment capability, the EXIM
Bank is willing to.replenish the
$5 million with another doze of
funding as long as the effect of
the loan is good on the country’s
economy.

Clinton greets new

SUVA (Pacnews) — US Presi-
dent Bill Clinton has sent a con-
gratulatory message to Fiji’s new
Prime Minister Mahendra
Chaudhry.

President Clinton said the
United States enjoyed warm and
friendly relations with Fiji and
looked forward to a similarly pro-
ductive relationship.

" Bil CI/ntﬁn e

Fiji PM

He said the expansion of the

 bilateral trade relationship and the

growing number of American
tourists visiting Fiji are evidence
of important links between the
two countries.

Prime Minister Chaudhry in
reply said his Government would
continue to strengthen the exist-

'ing bilateral frade arrangements

with the US. -

Tonga’s Chamber of Com-
merce has criticized the new
budget announced by Finance
Minister Fakafanua, saying it
.does not contain any initiatives
to deal with the country’s wors-
ening economic situation.
Business has been pushing
for an across-the-board goods

NUKU’ALOFA (Pacnews) —

Tonga business leader hits budget

and services tax and big cuts to
‘the public service.

The chamber’s president, Paul
Karalus says the budget is a big
disappointment and the chamber
will be putting forward an alter-
native plan by the end of the
month.

Throughout the budget state-
ment there are things like “en-

couraging”, “exploring”, “pro- _
moting”, “conducting”, *‘con-
sidering”.

There’s very little in it of any
actual, solid, substantive nature
which would indicate any
change. It’s again a budget that
talks of change, but this is no
different from what we heard

last year.

Fiji nurses demand
better conditions

SUVA (Pacnews) — It’s been
revealed in Fiji that lack of re-
wards for nurses is one of the
major reasons why they opt to
migrate or leave for employ-
ment opportunities overseas.

Addressing a workshop on

Negotiation on Leadership”, Fiji
Nurses Association President,
-Alumita Bulicokocoko said
nurses in Fiji are regarded the
best in the world but worked
under very poor conditions and
low wages.

She said the workshop aimed
to equip nurses with ideas that
could help them negotiate with
their superiors and concerned
authorities, especially the Gov-
ernment.

Bulicokocoko appealed to the

Government of Prime Minister
Mahendra Chaudhry to look into
the matter and find practical so-
lutions to stop the migration of
nurses.

She said a number of leading
organisations, including repre-
sentatives of the World Health
Organisation had praised the
quality of nurses in Fiji.

Recently, the Director of
Nursing, Rigieta Nadakuitavuki
was seconded to review
Cambodia’s nursing system.

Her work hasbeenrecognised
by the Commonwealth Steering
Committee for Nursing and
Midwifery.

This is the first time this ap-
pointment has been offered to

Continued on page 20

Cook Islands

‘govtdumps
budget council

RARATONGA (Pacnews) —
The Cook Islands Government
has decided to dump the current
membership of the National De-
velopment Council (NDC).

The Government decided that
having an NDC, which the Gov-
ernment seeks advise and feed-
back from on the budget, was
not a good idea.

The NDC, with members such
as former Chamber of Com-
merce President Brett Porter and
House of Ariki President Pa Te
Ariki Upokotini, had opened up
the budget discussions to the
public.

Cook Islands Television re-
ports NDC had disagreed with
the Government over its spend-

Continued on page 20
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RP nabs 27 Chinese e

PUERTO PRINCESA, Philip-
pines (AP) — A Philippine navy
patrol arrested 27 Chinese fisher-
men in Philippine waters off the
southern tip of the island of
Palawan, the military said Tues-
day.

The fishermen, said to be from
Hong Kong, were apprehended
Monday aboard 24 small boats
that were fishing near Fearless
Shoal off tiny Mangsee island near
the Philippine border with Ma-
laysia, said Lt. Cmdr. Rudolfo
Magtira.

The shoal is about 870 kilome-
ters (545 miles) southwest of
Manila.

Magtira said the Chinese fish-
ermen could be charged with ille-
gal entry and illegal fishing since
they had no permission tofish and
were catching groupers, a pro-
tected species.

Magtira, skipper of the patrol
ship Quezon which arrested the

fishermen, said naval authorities

could not communicate with the
Chinese because no interpreter
was immediately available.

The fishermen ranged in age
from 20 to 58, according to iden-
tification booklets they were car-
rying.

They were taken to Puerto

Princessa for a medical check up-

and will be turned over to the
Provincial Committee on Illegal
Entrants, Magtira said.

Rebels | se.i"'Z.é"
2 teachers

on first day

ZAMBOANGA, Philippines
(AP) — Muslim extremists ab-
ducted two teachers traveling to
school on the first day of classes in
a southem Philippine province, of-
ficials said Tuesday. One was later
freed unharmed. :

The teachers, a man and a
worman, were traveling to schoolin
a boat Monday after a two-month
summer break when the Abu
Sayyaf rebels blocked their way
near Maluso town in Basilan prov-
ince, officials said.

The teachers were told to board
two separate speed boats. The male
teacher was released unharmed on
a nearby island but the woman is
still missing, Basilan government
spokesman Hader Glang said.

The leaderof the abductors, iden-
tified as Anni Omar Saylani, is
demanding the release of his
mother, who was arrested by po-
lice earlier Monday for collecting

extortion money for the rebels, -

Glang said.

He said several police teams are
looking for the kidnapped teacher.

No other details were given by
Glang.

The Abu Sayyaf is a small but
violent group fighting for an inde-
pendent Islamic country in the
southern Mindanao region.

It has carried out violent attacks
on government and civilian targets
in past years but has weakened
considerably as a result of battle
casualties, arrests and surrenders.

Foreigners caught fishing ille-
gally in Philippine waters have
been released in the past after
spending time in jail while Philip-

" pine authorities worked out de-

tails for setting them free in re-
sponse to requests from the for-
eign governments involved.

The arrest of the Chinese fish-
ermen within Philippine territory
could further irritate the uneasy .
ties between China and the Phil-
ippines caused by disputes over
the Spratly islands and other South
China Sea territories.

Last month, a Chinese fishing
boat sank after a Philippine navy
ship chased it away from
Scarborough Shoal, which is
claimed by both countries.

Philippine authorities said the
boataccidentally collidedinrough
seas with the patrol ship.

However, Chinese officials
quoted the Chinese fishermen as
saying the boat was deliberately
rammed by the naval vessel.
Beijing has demanded compen-
sation for the Chinese fishermen,
but Manila refused. -

waters.

Captured Chinese fishermen gather aboard a Philipie Navy boat Tuesday. Some 27 Chinese fisermen
aboard small boats were apprehended by a Philippine Navy patrol Monday, due to illegai fishing in Philippine
: . AP
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im fires justice minister

By SANG-HUN CHOE
SEOQOUL, South Korea (AP) —
President Kim Dae-jung fired
his justice minister Tuesday af-
ter aseries of scandals tarnished
the image of his 15-month-old
government.

Kim Tae-jung, 57, who was
named justice minister only two
weeks ago, was sacked for “fail-
ing to guide and oversee pros-
ecutors,” said Kim Joong-kwon,
chief of the presidential staff.

The dismissal came after
newspapers reported that pros-
ecutors fomented a workers
strike last year to give them an
excuse to crack down on the
labor movement.

The president’s office denied
that the justice minister was in-

was held responsible for the ac-
tions of a senior prosecutor who
told reporters of the scheme.

Even before the new charges
emerged, President Kim had
been under mounting public and
opposition pressure to fire the
justice minister in connection
with the so-called “Mink Coat
Scandal.”

In that affair, the wives of the
justice and other Cabinet minis-
ters were accused of taking ex-
pensive clothes as bribes from

the wife of a jailed businessman
to spare him from arrest last
year.

Last week, prosecutors
cleared the wife of the justice
minister of any wrongdoing. But
the opposition and a number of

volved in that affair, but saidhe  newspapers

GRANTS AVAILABLE
The NMI Councif for the Humanities announces the 1999 grants
cycle. Deadlines for submission of Regular Grant applications
($2,000 and up) are: March 31; June 30; and September 30, 1999.
Mini Grant applications (below $2,000) and Planning Grant appli-
cations (up to $1,500) may be submitted at any time but at least 30
days prior to the project start date.

The council invites applications from nonprofit organizations, educa-
tional institutions, government agencies, and ad hoc groups for grants
to support public educational programs in humanities disciplines such
as: history, language, archaeology, ethics, literature, art history and
criticism, philosophy, comparative religion, linguistics, and jurispru-
dence. Program areas include: history and heritage; books and read-
ing; community dialogue; teacher education; health and culture.
Projects that focus on the history, culture, and heritage of the peoples
of the CNMI are particularly encouraged. Projects that engage the
general public in discussions, dialogue and critical analysis of the
CNMI and U.S. public policy are also encouraged. Program formats
vary, but might include:

conferences, lectures, and discussions

oral histories, field trips, and research

radio and video productions

exhibitions and publications

interpretations of performances

teacher seminars and in-service programs
planning for future humanities projects

For application materials, call 235-4785 or write to: Executive Direc-
tor, NMI Council for the Humanities, AAA 3394, Box 10001, Saipan,
MP 96950. Or visit our web site at <cnmi.humanities.org.mp>

"PUBLIC NOTICE

- INVITATIONTOBID . -~ -

Pursuant to Title 6, Section 22 of the Saipan Municipal Code,
the Office of the Mayor of Saipan hereby issues Notice of invita-
tion to Bid for the operation of Bingo and Bato for the period of
one (1) year commencing on July 4, 1999 to July 3, 2000.

The minimum bid for a Bingo License is $1,000.00. The mini-
mum bid for a Bato License is $250.00.

All bids shall be accompanied by a deposit of twenty percent
(20%) of the total amount bid. The deposit shall be in the form
of a postal or express money order, cashier’s or certified check
or bank draft, payable to the Commonwealth of the Northern
Mariana Islands Treasurer, Saipan, MP 96950. All bids must
be sealed and submitted to the Office of the Mayor 6f Saipan on
or before 3:30 p.m., June 21, 1999. No bid will be accepted after
3:30 p.m., June 21, 1999. All bids submitted on time will be
publicly announced at 4:00 p.m., June 21, 1999 at the Office of
the Mayor of Saipan at Afetna Square Building in San Antonio,
Saipan, MP 96950.

For application forms and information, please come by or call
the Mayor’s Office at telephone numbers 234-6208 or 235-7304
between 7:30 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. and between 12:30 p.m. and
4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday.

Is/ DK G.{(;;OL

Acting Mayor of Saipan
June 8, 1999

called the

prosecution’s investigation a
whitewash.

The president dropped the ax
on the justice minister after Jin
Hyong-ku, a senior prosecutor
incharge of public security, told
reporters Monday night that
prosecutors and managers of the
government-run Korea Security
Printing and Minting Corp.
prompted an illegal strike by
unionized workers last Novem-
ber. i

Prosecutors needed a “show-
piece” case to demonstrate their
determination to break illegal
strikes, which were seen as the
biggest stumbling block to
President Kim's efforts to re-
form bloated, inefficient gov-
ernment-funded corporations,
Jin was quoted as saying.

Kim Dae-jung

Working together with pros-
ecutors, managers of the mint
announced they were planning
large layoffs, Jin said. Workers
quickly walked off their jobs, as

anticipated, and prosecutors
sent in police to break the ille-
gal strike.

Jin said the justice minister,
then the prosecutor-general,
knew of the scheme.

The president’s office denied
there was such a scheme and
accused Jin of making a “slip of
tongue while drunk and eager to
promote his achievements as a
top public security prosecutor.”
Jin also was fired.

Kim Jong-kil, 62, a former
prosecutor now in private prac-
tice, was named the new justice
minister. _

The president’s party lost two
parliamentary by-elections last
week inresults that were widely
seen as a sign of public disgust
over the ethics scandal.

Chi Haotian (right), vice chairman of the Central Military Commission and also Chinese defense minister,
shakes hands with Kim Il Chol, vice chairman of the National Defense Commission of the Democratic

People’s Republic of Korea and minister of North Korea’s armed forces.

AP

South Korea accuses North’s
navy ships of violating zone

By SANG-HUN CHOE
SEOUL, South Korea (AP) —
Six North Korean navy patrol
boats crossed into a tense sea
buffer zone Tuesday, creating
an armed standoff off the coast
of the divided Korean Penin-
sula, Defense Ministry officials
said.

South Korea responded in
kind, dispatching eight navy
ships to the site 100 kilometers
(62 miles) northwest of Seoul,
the officials said.

No clash was reported.

The North Korean boats
crossed into the miles- (kilome-
ters-) wide buffer zone between
the territorial waters of the two
Koreas on Tuesday and refused
to heed South Korean warnings
to leave.

“It’s not uncommon for North
Korean ships to violate the
buffer zone by mistake. Butit's
highly unusual for them to re-
ject our warnings,” said a De-
fense Ministry official, speak-
ing on condition of anonymity.

The ministry was to issue a
formal statement protesting
what it considered a “grave vio-
lation” of the armistice that
ended the 1950-53 Korean War,
he said.

South Korean marines and
navy soldiers went on alert on
the islets near the border, the
ministry officials said. Navy
ships also cleared the waters
around the standoff of South
Korean fishing boats, they said.

The infiltration came two days
after North Korea accused South

Korea on Sunday of sending
warships into its territorial wa-
ters in the Yellow Sea, and
warned of retaliation.

North Korea said its patrol
boats chased off three South
Korean warships from its wa-
ters Saturday. South Korea de-
nied the North Korean claim.

The two Koreas often accuse
each other of provoking mili-
tary confrontations. The Korean
peninsula was divided into com-
munist North Korea and capi-
talist South Korea in 1945.

With no peace treaty signed
at the end of the 1950-53 Ko-
rean War, the Koreas remain
technically in a state of war.
Their border is the world’s most
heavily guarded, with nearly 2
million troops on both sides.

i

Economic report:

‘Asia on recovery p

SINGAPORE (AP) — Most
economies in the Asia-Pacific re-
gionare likely toimprove in 1999,
the Pacific Economic Coopera-
tion Council said in a survey re-
leased Tuesday.

After much of Asia suffered
severe economic declinesin 1998,
most countries are expected to
post positive growth this year,
said the forum that gathers high-
level business,academic and gov-
ernment representatives from 23
nations inthe Asia-Pacific region.

Average growth will reach 2.6
percent this year, according to
PECC'’s Pacific Economic Out-
look. And in 2000, the growth
rate is forecast to rise to 2.9 per-
cent.

Thereportisthe latest inastring
of surveys suggesting that the
worst of the Asian financial crisis
is over.

But the PECC report also
warned of several factors that
could upset the positive outlook.

One of them is the “‘uncertain
direction” of the Japanese

economy, the report said.

Japan, with the world’s sec-
ond-largest economy, is likely to
see zero growth in gross domestic
product this year, before record-
ing a 2.0 percent growth rate in
2000, the report said.

A stronger yen this year com-
pared with 1998 will probably put
downward pressure on Japanese
companies’ export potential, the
report said.

Other laggards in the region
include Indonesia, where the
economy is expected to shrink by
2.5 percent this year.

Butnextyear, Indonesiais fore-
casttoachieve 3.7 percent growth
in GDP — the measure of all
goods and services produced in
the country, the report said.

Indonesia’s economic contrac-
tion was the steepest in the re-
gion, at 13 percent in 1998.

Among other adverse factors,
the report said a devaluation of
the Chinese yuan would unsettle
other Asian countries, which
would be forced to follow suitand

devalue their own currencies.
Rumors of a yuan devaluation
surface every once in a while in
the currency market, but are usu-
ally swiftly denied by the Chinese

government. Tuesday’s report’

notes that China maintains that it
won’t devalue.

In the United States, the report
noted that a sharp fall in equity
prices would render economic
activity “significantly weaker”
than currently forecast.

The report said the U.S.
economy will probably grow by
3.5 percent in 1999 before slow-
ing to a 1.6 percent growth rate in
2000.

With growth likely to slow, the
U.S. Federal Reserve “will not
raise interest rates immediately,”
the report predicted.

The report concluded that a
three-engine growth modelbased
on China, Japan and the United
States suggests thatif one of those
economies slips into recession, it
could seriously hurt growth pros-
pects for the whole region.

HONG KONG (AP) —Cathay
Pacific Airways canceled more
than half its flights Tuesday as
more pilots called in sick ahead
of Friday’s deadline for themto
either accept a pay cut or lose
their jobs.

Cathay bosses planned to
meet again withthe pilots union
on Wednesday afternoon, but
neither side would offer any
hints about whether a solution
was near.

The two sides met Saturday
and reported no progress. The
pilots say they will call a strike
vote if anybody is fired in the
dispute.

Cathay is demanding that air
crew give pay concessions av-
eraging 7 percentovertwo years
in exchange for stock options.
The airline is trying to cut costs

Cathay cancels more flights

and reverse losses brought on by
Asia’s financial crisis and Hong
Kong’s recession.

In an open letter to passengers,
the airline’s 1,100 pilots said they
recognize the economic difficul-
ties faced by Cathay and were
prepared to take significant sal-
ary cuts with the stock option
offer.

But the airline has made pro-
posals that gives the manazement
the right to make uniiateral
changes to contracts with the pi-
lots, the letter said.

“Our legal counsel advises that
these contracts would not be ac-
ceptable internationally,” the pi-
lots said.

To gauge support for a strike,
the Hong Kong Aircrew Officers
Association asked its members to
indicate to an independent legal

consultant whether they would
accept Cathay's pay deal on the
deadline, or whether they would
continue to fight, the South
China Morning Post reported
Tuesday.

The lawyers will collect the
information and forward it to
Cathay bosses if a large major-
ity indicate that they will not
cave in, the Post quoted lawyer
Michael Lintern-Smith as say-
ing.

Cathay spokeswoman Quince
Chong confirmed that the com-
pany has been informed of the
survey, but declined any fur-
ther comment.

Cathay had to cancel 67 of its
113 scheduled flights Tuesday,
but it beefed up its schedule by
hiring other airlines to operate
39 services on a charter basis.

Passengers ask a Cathay Airways airline clrk at Honi
canceled more flights as a sickout by pilots continued with no end in sight. AP

Kong’s international airort. The airlines

ath’

Snake charmer Wayne Lim gives the python a kiss as kids reach out to
touch it in Singapore Zoological Gardens Thursday. AP
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PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to inform the general public that the State Rehabilitation Coun-
cil (SRC) will be having its 2nd quarter meeting on June 18, 1999
from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m., at the Office of the Aging Conference room
in Garapan. Interested individuals are welcomed to attend.

AGENDA

I.  Roll Call
Il.  Adoption of May 7, 1999 Minutes of Meeting and Adoption
of June 18, 1999 SRC Agenda
III.  Election of SRC Secretary and Vice-Chair
IV.  OVR Reports
+  State Plan Public Hearing
+  Status of OVR Organization
+  Staff Development
V. Other Discussions
VI.  Next Quarterly Meeting
VII. Adjournment

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), in-
dividuals who wish to attend this meeting, but requires accessibility
such as large print or sign language interpreters must call 664-6537/
6538 (voice) of 322-6449 (TDD).

/s/Ramon Dela Cruz
Chairman




Vote counting on in Indonesia

Megawat

Megwti Sukarnoputri (center), leader and presidential candidate of Indonesia Democratic Party for

Struggle (PDI-P), is surrounded by a sea of security personel, media people, and voters as she leaves a
polling station after voting in Jakarta, Monday.

By THOMAS WAGNER
JAKARTA, Indonesia (AP) —
A day after Indonesia’s euphoric
democratic vote, electionofficials
were forced Tuesday to defend
the painfully slow vote-counting
process that had some politicians
grumbling.

Before the parliamentary bal-
loting, election officials had
vowed to have 50 percent of the
116 million votes counted by
Tuesday evening. But as night
settled in, only about 1 percent
had been tabulated.

In a country where elections
since the only democratic vote 44
years ago have been rigged, it
doesn’t take much for rumors to
start floating around. Election of-
ficials quickly tried to derail such
concerns and blamed inexperi-
ence with a new system.

“The delay has nothing to do
with political factors; it’s purely
the delay in the process of vote-
counting atthe village level,” Na-
tional Election Commission
Chairman Rudini told reporters.

The treasurer of Megawati
Sukamoputri’s Indonesian Demo-
cratic Party for Struggle, which
was leading in the early results,
said it was understandable that
the counting would be prolonged,
but that he was concerned.

“If it is taking so much time, I
am afraid the momentum is gone
andI am worried about some kind
of manipulation,” Laksamana
Sukardi said.

Golkar Chairman Akbar
Tanjung told a news conference
that his party will ask the electoral
commission to explain why the
process was taking so long and to
speed it up.

Golkar officials watching over
the count have been able to col-
late 8 million ballots, he said, but
official results were based only
on 1.2 million votes.

Ballots in East Timor will be
recounted Wednesday because of
a complaint from the local elec-
tion supervisor in Dili, the troubled
territory’s capital, because of pos-
sible discrepancies.

Results flashed regularly across
the bottom of regular television
programming. Butasthe day wore
on, new information was meager.

The delays were starting to put
a damper on the election eupho-
ria. Foreign leaders had praised
Indonesia for pulling off what

election monitors said appeared
to be a peaceful, fair vote despite
scattered irregularities and intimi-
dation.

Former President Suharto re-
signed in May 1998 amid bloody
riots and pro-democracy protests.
During his 32-year authoritarian
regime,only three officially sanc-
tioned parties were permitted.
Suharto’s Golkar Partyrigged the
vote and always won landslides.

As results began to trickle in,
the opposition party of Megawati
Sukarnoputri, daughter of
Indonesia’s founding president,

AP

led the way. Butbeleaguered elec-
tion officials said final, official
results weren’texpected until June
21.

Inaninterview with Parny Hadi,
editor-in-chief of the official
Antara news agency, President
B.]. Habibie predicted Tuesday
that no party would win a major-
ity in Parliament.

More than 96 percent of the

registered voters cast ballots, said
Jakob Tobing, head of the Na-
tional Election Supervisory Com-
mittee.

“The turnout was very high be-
cause no one wanted to lose the
right to vote,” he told a news
conference.

The success of the campaign
and election not only bolstered
the troubled financial markets of
Indonesia and some of its neigh-
bors, it persuaded the International
Monetary Fund to approve a $450
million loan for Indonesia on
Monday. It was the fifth install-
mentinarescue package launched
after the country became the worst
victim of the 1997 Asian finan-
cial crisis.

The Jakarta stock index sky-
rocketed by more than 12 per-
cent, and the rupiah currency con-
tinued its gains against the U.S.
dollar. The Singaporean and Ma-
laysian markets alsoenjoyed very
good days, thanks to Indonesia.

The election “makes an enor-
mous contribution to the long-
term stability and security of our

region,” Australian Foreign Min-
ister Alexander Downer told re-
porters in Canberra.

‘Australian Prime Minister John
Howard issued a statement offer-
ing congratulations fora‘“real cel-
ebration of democracy.”

Japan and New Zealand also
offered praise.

The country cast ballots for 48
political parties and more than
11,000 parliamentary candidates
in the world’s fourth most popu-
lous country and its largest Is-
lamic one.

Up for grabs were 462 of
Parliament’s 500 seats. The rest go
to appointees of the powerful mili-
tary, which is not allowed to vote.

The legislators will join 200
government appointees to choose
anew presidentin November. But,
no party was expected to win a
majority in Parliament, making
coalition-building a necessity.

On Tuesday, with only about 1
percentof the ballots counted, the
Indonesian Democratic Party for
Struggle of Megawati, a presi-
dential frontrunner, was leading

i’s party leads

with 390,398 votes, according to
the General Election Commission.

In second place was the Na-
tional Awakening Party, led by
ailing Abdurrahman Wahid, head
of Indonesia’s largest Islamic
group, with 254,547 votes. The
Golkar Party of Habibie,

Suharto’s former protege, came

next with 126,952 votes.

Garnering 63,088 votes, the
Muslim-based United Develop-
ment Party ranked fourth, better
than expected. And the pro-re-
form National Mandate Party of
Muslim leader Amien Rais, an-
other presidential candidate, was
fifth with 52,222 votes.

Golkar, which was tabulating
its own results, said Megawati’s
party was outpolling it by a ratio
of 5-to-3.

Despite their rebel insurgencies,
voting also took place in the east-
ern province of Irian Jaya and the
western area of Aceh. But mili-
tants who opposed the voting kept
many Acehnese away from the
polls and turned some areas into
ghost towns.

Young neighbors of Indonesian presidential candidate Megawati

Sukarnoputri look curiously as a poll worker tallies up another vote for
PDI-P (Indonesian Democratic Party of Struggle) in south Jakarta

Monday.

Cable and Wireless PLC appears
to have won 2 bidding battle to
gain a bigger stake in a major
Japanese telecommunications
company after a rival said it.
would not make a new offer,

day-'_'. - .
Japan’s Nippon Telegraphand .

TOKYO(AP)— London-based ~ Telephone Corp.
sharcholders of Tokyo-
ternational- Digital Con

newspapers reported Wednes-

citing time constrain

eie;‘ihm‘zé Corp
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India offers peace talks

By HEMA SHUKLA

DRAS, India (AP) — India of-
fered Tuesday to hold high-level
peace talks with Pakistan this
weekend, amove that came even
as its warplanes and troops
struck against the hundreds of
fighters India says Pakistan has
sent into the mountains of Kash-
mir.

A Foreign Ministry statement
said Pakistan’s foreign minister
would be welcome on Saturday,
countering a proposal by
Islamabad for Sartaj Aziz to
come to New Delhi on Monday,
which India called “inconve-
nient.”

India’s Foreign Minister
Jaswant Singh was due to leave
for China on Sunday, leaving
little time for discussions with
his Pakistani counterpart.

In Islamabad, Pakistan’s In-
formation Minister Mushahid
Hussein told the upper house of
parliament of India’s offer. He
did not say if Pakistan would
accept the date, the same day
the government announces its
budget for 1999-2000.

Meanwhile, fighting raged on
the battlefield in the Himalayan
mountains. Pakistani artillery
shells thudded into Dras and
Kargil, the two forward bases
from where Indian command-
ersdirected an offensive against
what India claims are Pakistan
army soldiers attempting to cap-
ture Indian territory.

Pakistan denies its troops are
involved and says the fighters
are secessionist Kashmiri rebels
from India.

Shells hit a television tower
inDras and fell around the high-
way on which the Indian army
was moving reinforcements and
new equipment, including anti-
aircraft guns and rocket launch-
ers.

Indian Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee, in a televised

SRR

Indian Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee greets sgppon‘ers ata
National Security Council meet-
ing in New Delhi Tuesday. The
meeting was organized by the
government to discuss the Kash-
mir issue. AP

speech to the nation Monday,
accused Pakistan of sending its
soldiers across the cease-fire
line “to occupy our territory” in
Indian-held Kashmir.

Hussein, the Pakistani minis-
ter, dismissed India’s allega-
tions and said Vajpayee’s
speech was for‘“home consump-
tion.” Pakistan earlier accused
India of going ‘“‘on the warpath”
by spurning its earlier offer of
talks.

India and Pakistan have
fought three wars, two of them
over control of Kashmir, since
they won independence from
Britain in 1947, India controls
two-thirds of Kashmir and Pa-
kistan the remaining one-third.

Vajpayee made clear the talks
would be confined to ending the
confrontation on India’s north-
ern frontier and not other issues
diving the two rivals.

“The subject is one and one
alone: the intrusion and how
Pakistan proposes to undo it,”
Vajpayee said.

Western nations have asked
the two new nuclear powers to
show restraint, fearing the fight-
ing may escalate into a full-
scale war.

The induction of new weap-
ons and 2,000 new soldiers to
the battle zone appeared to be the
prelude of an all-out assault by
India to push the intruders off the
snow-peaked mountains they
have occupied since early May.

The army cancelled anescorted
convoy of journalists from
Srinagar, the summer capital of
Kashmir, into the area.

In New Delhi, the National Se-
curity Council, a body of strate-

gic experts and defense officials
met to discuss the latest fighting.
No details of the meeting were
available.

"India’s casualty toll stood at 60
dead, 217 wounded and 14 miss-
ing since early May. The military
says 221 Pakistani soldiers and an
unknown number of others have
also been killed so far in air and
ground strikes around Kargil.

The fighting is taking place
T700kilometers (440 miles) north
of New Delhi, the Indian capi-
tal.

In his address, Vajpayee de-
manded Pakistan remove the
guerrillafighters or have Indian

An Indian soldier stands in a bunkerin the Dras sector of Kashmir Tuesday. The Indian army is fighting Isamic

troops evict them forcibly. “Itis
our duty to rid our Motherland
of every single intruder,” he
said.

In an op-ed article in The New
York Times on Tuesday, former
Pakistani Prime Minister
Benazir Bhiutto urged that the
Kashmir border be demilitarized
and that residents be allowed to
cross freely. She also suggested
that the border could be pa-
trolled by a joint Indian-Paki-
stani force or by international
peacekeepers.

However, Ms. Bhutto has no
political influence on Pakistan’s
current government.

4

militants who have occupied territory inside the Indian territory along the line of control that India shares with

Pakistan.

AP
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GM device to automatically
unlock car trunks with kids

By CATHERINE STRONG
WASHINGTON (AP) — Seek-
ing to avoid deaths in car trunks,
General Motors Corp. will equip
most of its four-door family cars
with an infrared sensing device
that automatically opens the
trunk if anyone is trapped in-
side.

Last year during extreme sum-
mer heat, 11 children died after
crawling into trunks to play and
shutting the lids.

GM’s automatic trunk-open-
ing feature will be standard on
the Chevrolet Impala next year
and will be phased in on most of
GM'’s four-door cars by 2002,
GM officials said Monday.

The GM system uses infrared
technology to detect both mo-
tion in the trunk and the “heat

signature™ of humans by search-
ing for objects that are a differ-
ent temperature from the trunk.
The infrared system would pop
open the trunk lid only if both
the motion and heat sensor indi-
cated a person could be in the

trunk and the car is in park.
The GM cars also will have a

handle inside the trunk for .

trapped passengers to release
the trunk lid manually. And en-
gineers plan to include a dis-
tinctive horn sequence — per-
haps three honks in a row from
the driver horn followed by a
pause —tosignal a passenger is
trapped in the trunk.

Since 1970, a recent study
said, 1,175 people in the United
States have been victims in 992
trunk entrapments — mostly
adults locked in by criminals or
children who unintentionally

locked themselves in. At least

260 people have died.

The majority of the deaths in-
volved a violent abduction. But
it was the tragic deaths of chil-
dren playing in trunks last year
that prompted a federal safety
agency, the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration,
to start searching for ways to
prevent trunk entrapment
deaths.
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2. Classroom Teacher 11

3. Classroom Teacher IlI

4. Classroom Teacher IV

5. SPED Teacher (all areas)

regarding our teacher recruitment.

Fair at the following place and time:

telephone number 664-3761.

/s/ Rita Hocog Inos
Commissioner of Education

COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS

STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM

PUBLIC NOTICE
CLASSROOM TEACHER RECRUITMENT JOB FAIR

PSS is actively engaged in its annual recruitment activities to establish the
eligibility listing for the following positions: .
1. Classroom Teacher I (Junior and High School level needs only)

We are inviting all interested applicants and CNMI retirees to visit us at the
Job Fair. We will be available to provide assistance and answer any questions

If you want to join the PSS Teaching Professionals and your credentials meet
our professional teacher profile, we cordially invite you to come to our Job
Fair. Mark your calendar and schedule to attend. We will be holding this Job

Location:  Multi-purpose convention Center in Susupe next to the
Judicial Building.

Date: June 24-25, 1999; Thursday and Friday

Time: §:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

If you need assistance, please contact the Human Resources Office at

By MARTIN CRUTSINGER
WASHINGTON (AP) — Or-
egon ranked No. 1 in terms of
economic growth among all
states in 1997 while Hawaii,
buffeted by the Asianeconomic
crisis, was last, suffering an ac-
tual drop in output, the Com-
merce Department reports.

The department on Monday
released its latest snapshot of
how each state is doing in rela-

tion to the rest of the country in
terms of its gross state product,
the total output of goods and
services within the state’s bor-
ders.

The U.S.economy, measured
by the gross domestic product
for the country as a whole, grew
by 4.3 percent in 1997, after
adjusting for inflation. But that
national figure covered a wide
disparity among different states.

The best economic growth
was enjoyed by residents of
Oregon, with an increase of 7:6
percent, followed closely by
New Hampshire, where output

Oregon is first, Hawaii
last in economic growth

of goods and services rose by 7.5
percent in 1997. .

Other states with fast growing
economies were Texas, up 6.8
percent; Arizona, up 6.7 percent
and Colorado, with a 6.5 percent
increase in output.

By contrast, Hawaii actually
saw its economic output shrink in
1997 by 0.2 percent as the state

suffered with the fallout from the

Asian currency. crisis, which
slashed tourism and cut foreign
investment in real estate..

Other states with meager eco-
nomic growth in 1997 were
Alaska, with a state GDP which
rose by only 0.4 percent; North
Dakota,up 0.6 percent; West Vir-

ginia, up 0.9 percent; and South

Dakota, with a 1.7 percent in-
crease.

The new government figures
showed the state with the big-
gest economy remained Cali-
fornia, where total output mea-
sured $1.03 trillion in 1997, in
actual dollars before adjusting
for inflation, or 12.7 percent of

- services measured in current

“while the California output, af-

the national total of_$8.l tril-
lion in the output of goods and

dollars. After adjusting the fig-
ures for inflation, the national
total output was $6.97 trillion,

ter inflation adjustment, was
$883.60 billion.

Four.other states with large
shares of the national gross do-
mestic product were New York,
8 percent of the national total;
Texas, 7.4 percent; linois, 4.9
percent, and Florida, which ac,
counts for 4.7 percent of total
GDP.

The five largest state econo-
mies account for 40 percent of
the nation’s economy. The five
with the smallest economies,
each measuring 0.2 percent of
the total, were Montana, North
Dakota, South Dakota, Vermont
and Wyoming.

The report on state economic
growth is produced by the Com-
merce Department’s Bureau of
Economic Analysis.

PET scans better at detecting cancer

By Deena Beasley
LOS ANGELES (Reuters) —
PET scans may be expensive,
but they are better than other
methods for detecting lung,
breast and colon cancers, ac-
cording to several studies re-
leased on Tuesday.

“PET is now having a major
impact on the way we take care
of patients,” Dr. Edward
Coleman, professor of radiol-
ogy at Duke University’s Medi-
cal Centre and an expert in the
use of the scans, said at the

Society of Nuclear Medicine’s .

annual meeting.

Twenty-five years after its in-
troduction, the medical imag-
ing technology known as
Positron Emission Tomography
(PET) is finally catching on, he
said.

Several studies showed a bet-
ter track record for PET scans in
the detection of lung, breast and
colon cancers compared to other

Job Vacancy No. 99-015

related work experience.

. JOB VACANCY ANN

ITISTHE POILI“CY OF THE COMMONWEALTH UTIUTIES CORPOR.

Commontoealth Wtilities Corporation
ATION (CUC) THAT THE CUC MERIT HIRING SYSTEM SHALL BE
APPLIED AND ADMINISTERED ACCORDING TO THE PRINCIPLE OF EQUAL OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL CITIZENS AND NATIONALS

AS DEFINED BY THE NORTHERN MARIANAS COMMONWEALTH CONSTITUTION AND STATUES REGARDLESS OF AGE, RACE, SEX,
RELIGION, POLITICAL AFFILIATION OR BELIEF, MARITAL STATUS, HANDICAP OR PLACE OF ORIGIN

s

ACCOUNT CLERK1

(TINIAN)

DUTIES: Responsibilities include receiving various types of payments from customers, writing official cash receipts,
posting payments in customer files, preparing and summarizing daily collection reports, preparing deposit tickets and
balancing daily collection, assisting in the maintenance of the filing system, assisting customers, and other related duties
as assigned. SUBJECT TO PRE-EMPLOYMENT DRUG SCREENING.

LOCATION: COMMONWEALTH UTILITIES CORPORATION, TINIAN
MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS: Any combination equivalent to a high school diploma with at least one (1) year

STARTING SALARY: $10,094.68 - 12,264.90 per annum.

Applications are available at the Commonwealth Utilities Corporation, Saipan, the CUC Rota or Tinian office.
Copy of diploma and/or official transcript and recent police clearance must be attached.

FAILURE TO PROVIDE THE REQUIRED DOCUMENTS WILL RESULT IN

AUTOMATIC DISQUALIFICATION.

Opening Date: 06/10/99
Closing Date: 06/24/99

imaging systems such as com-
puter tomography (CT scans) or
mammograms.

PET scans use glucose, or
sugar, to monitor metabolic pro-
cesses in the human body to
find out, among other things,
the clinical stage of many can-
cers.

The growing popularity of
PET scans was attributed to
higher-resolution equipment,
lower-cost camera technology
and the decision by insurance
companies and Medicare to pay
for the procedure.

About 300 centres in the
United States offer PET scans,

up from just 50 three years ago,

Coleman said.

The scans can find cancers
missed by other imaging tools,
resulting inimproved treatment,
less surgery and a better sur-
vival rate for patients, he said.

PET scans, although still ex-
pensive at around $2,000, are
becoming available to more pa-
tients now that many insurance
companies and the federal gov-
ernment are covering the cost.

The U.S. Health Care Finance
Administration, the federal
agency which oversees Medi-
care, has approved PET scan-
ning for melanoma, lymphoma
and colorectal cancer starting
in July.

Medicare has covered PET
scans for lung cancer patients
since January 1998.

Since then, the number of PET
scans conducted in the United
States has risen by 30 percent,
with about 50,000 scans con-
ducted last year, Coleman said.

“PET is a more sensitive de-
tector,” said-Dr. H.C. Steinart,
author of a study on PET imag-
ing for melanoma patients. “We
can detect skin cancer at an ear-
lier stage and at sites that are
not covered by conventional
imaging.”

In the study of 171 patients at
University Hospital, Zurich,
Switzerland, Steinert found that
significantly more tumours were
found in the 100 patients who
had a PET scan, and that group
had a much higher survival rate
than the other 71 patients who
were diagnosed using CT scans
and X-rays. -

Another study -announced at
the meeting found that PET
scanning changed the way doc-
tors decided to treat patients
with colon cancers in 64 per-
cent of cases.

PET scans also are effective
indiagnosing other types of can-
cer, Alzheimer’s disease and de-
termining whether a heart at-
tack patient is able to leave the
hospital, Coleman said.

Fiji. ..
Continued from page 14
Fiji.

Bulicokocoko said most of the
midwives (specialised nurses) had
already left the country and would
continue to do so if working con-
ditions were not improved.

“They are the best and that is
the reason why it is very easy for

them to migrate and get jobs over-
seas,” she said.

Cook...

Continued from page 14

ing priorities over the last three
years.

The 13 members of the NDC
will be replaced by Cabinet. Ac-
cording to the Cook Islands
Party manifesto, board mem-
bers appointed by Government
will also be part of a new-look
NDC.

F
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Bush ‘vows’ no tax hikes

By Thomas Ferraro
WASHINGTON (Reuters) —
Republican presidential front-run-
ner George W. Bush vowed on
Tuesday not to raise taxes if
elected president, but declined to
actually sign a pledge by Ameri-
cans for Tax Reform (ATR) to
oppose any tax hike.

“Governor Bush has a long-
standing policy against signing
(others”) pledges,” said Mindy
Tucker, campaign press secretary
for the Texas governor. “His own
words are his own pledge.”

Bush’sfather, President George
Bush, was defeated for reelection
in 1992 in part because he broke
his own 1988 vow, “Read my
lips, nonew taxes.”

The Texas governor made his
promise against a tax hike in an
interview with New Hampshire
reporters and in a letter to the anti-
tax group after Tucker was quoted
as saying Bush wouldn’t sign the
pledge. '

Her comments drew front-page
coverage in the Union Leader, the
leading newspaperin New Hamp-
shire, and criticism from other
Republican presidential cam-
paigns.

“His refusal to sign is another
indication we are not sure where

George W. Bush

he is on taxes,” said Shelly
Uscinski, New Hampshire cam-
paign manager for Republican
presidential candidate Pat
Buchanan.

Buchanan has signed the
pledge, along with fellow Repub-
licans Elizabeth Dole, Steve
Forbes, Gary Bauer, Representa-
tive John Kasich of Ohio, Sen.
Bob Smith of New Hampshire
and former Vice President Dan
Quayle.

Bush, in a telephone interview
with New Hampshire reporters
on Tuesday, sought to spell out
positionontaxes, “loud and clear.”

“T agree with the pledge,” said
Bush, though making no mention
of his refusal to sign it.

Dole says NATO should

be arresting Milosevic

By RON FOURNIER
WASHINGTON (AP) — Re-
publican presidential candidate
Elizabeth Dole said Tuesday that
NATO troops should arrest Presi-
dent Slobodan Milosevic to face
his international indictment on
war crimes.

“The next person who talks to
him should be the one who arrests
him,” she said, taking a hard line
on bringing the Yugoslav leader
to trial.

Her remarks came as the
United States, Russia and six
other nations agreed on a draft
U.N. resolution that could settle
the conflict over Kosovo. And
the Pentagon announced signs
that Serb forces were preparing

to withdraw from the Yugoslav
province.

Mrs. Dole, who visited refugee
camps early in the crisis, said, ““I
hope this agreement will go
through. I hope that the people of
Serbia would want to honor this
agreement if indeed (Milosevic)
isnolongerthere butIcan’t speak
to what happens next.”

“I frankly have found it diffi-
cult to consider how you negoti-
ate with a war criminal,” she said.
Milosevic was indicted by aU.N.
tribunal on May 27.

“If you just label him and do
nothing about it, it doesn’t mean
anything. I think he needs to be
apprehended and NATO is the
right force to do it,” she said.

Deadline. ..

Continued from page 3

the deadline.

Bums & McDonnell, the firm
hired by CUC to perform an inde-
pendent study of the bidders’ pro-
posals, will then review these of-
fers to finally come up with its
ranking,

CUC executive director Timo-
thy Villagomezearlier said Burns
& McDonnell was given until this
monthtofinish the studyand come
up with its ranking.

CUChired Burns & McDonnell
in response to a recommendation
made by the Office of the Public
Auditor (OPA) on an indepen-
dent review of the 13 original
proposals for the project.

OPA has claimed CUC’s re-
view of the proposals was
“flawed” in the midst of mount-

ing protest lodged by losing bid-
ders who were contesting CUC’s
decision to award the contract to
Marubeni-Sithe Energies.

The ensuing legal debate has
snagged the project which meant
to construct an 80-megawatt
power plant to meet Saipan’s fu-
ture utility needs.

Meanwhile, the losing consor-
tium protesting CUC’s earlier
choice to deal with Marubeni-
Sithe in its $120-million Saipan
powerplant projecthas withdrawn
its bid.

Villagomez said CUC received
notice that the Alsons/ Tomen/
Singapore Power/Tan Holdings
group has pulled back all protests
filed with CUC concerning the
proposals tobuild the power plant.

Another bidder, Enron, which
lost by a slight margin to
Marubeni-Sithe is reportedly
keeping its foot on the debate.

“If elected president, I will op-
pose and veto any increase in the
corporate or marginal income tax
rates or corporate or individual
income tax hikes,” he declared.

He wrote virtually the same line
in a letter on Tuesday to ATR.

Damon Ansell, an ATR direc-
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tor, said, “we were perplexed”
when first advised of the Union
Leader story quoting Tucker as
saying Bush wouldn’t sign the
pledge.

“But he (Bush) says in the letter
what the pledge says, so as far as
we are concerned, he has signed

the pledge,” Ansell said.

Bush, in his interview with
New Hampshire reporters, “Not
only will I veto tax hikes, I in-
tend to lay out a plan that cuts
taxes.” As governor, he has
signed into law two of the state’s
largest tax cuts.

ICS.

| System.

For all signs need, please visit or call

oystem

at #\ Younis Art Studio, Inc., in Garapan.
Telephone Nos. 234-6341 ¥ 234-7578 ¥
234-9797 ¥ 234-9272 or Fax No. 234-9271.

VINYL SIGNS: For indoor/outdoor with col-
ors, style and quality, on wood, glass, metal,
plastic cloth and walls, designed in computer
graphics, artistically drafted, composedwith
a lot of talent and knowledge, is now avail-
able at Younis Art Studio, Inc.

VINYL BANNERS: On cloth and plastic
materials, from 1-5 feet wide and length from
3 feet to 50 or 75 feet and more, with any
color, letters size and.style and rich graph-

Also hand painted signs and banners, artis-
tically designed and colored on any mate- l
rial surface of all sizes.

stores/shops in full colors with print of the
goods/merchandise on plastic sheets/
B boards or on transparencies on special pa-
B per or cloth for ceiling hang for display or
B above shelves, counters and merchandise
stands, can easily be produced by the tal-
! ented and capable sign makers at YAS Sign

DIGITAL PRINT: Signs for inside markets/ F

B Full color digital print for back light in shops

| window or special display in the outdoor,
| such as food items, drinks cosmetics, per-
& fumes, jewelry and many more.

Vinyl signs are durable, colorful and guar-

anteed to last for five to seven years in all

e weather conditions and stands heat tem-
% perature 40-180 degrees Fahrenheit.
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Winners. ..

Continued from page 12

place).

The Mariana Animal Wel-
fare Society invites all par-
ticipants, family members, and
friends to the awards cer-
emony.

Six . ..

Continued from page 12 |

The expenses of the CNMI del-
egation are handled by PSS.

The team hasexpressed its grati-
tude and appreciation to the
Marianas Visitors Authority, Ri-
chard Pierce of Saipan Garment
Manufacturers Association, Inos
and Sablan for the support and
contribution to the entire team.

The Academic Challenge was

originally called the Panasonic
Academic Chalienge. It was first
held in 1988 after a successful
result of the Florida High School
Academic Tournament that be-
gun in 1986.

Since then, each state and terri-
tcries are invited to send a team of
six high school students to com-
pete for the title as the National
Champion.

This would be the 8th year that
the CNMI is sending a team to
participate in the national event.

Small .

Continued from page 12

business.

» 4 Business Training Work-
shops.

1. How to Start a Business with

less than $1,000- By Rik Villegas
2. Fifty Free Ways to market
your Business - By Rik Villegas
3. Financing Issues - By SBA,
CDA and participating lending
institutions.
4. Business Planning - By BDC
Staff.

Deadline .

Continued from page 12

erations.

Those people interested in re-
ceiving federal cost share assis-
tance should contact the Saipan &
Northern Islands Soil Water Con-
servation District at 233-0650 or
NRCS at 233-3415 for further in-

formation.

Applicants must have control of
the land for the life of the contract,
minimum of 5 years, to qualify.
Previous applicants, who signed
upearlier this year, and 1998 appli-
cants as wel], should contact the
NRCS office to verify that they
have filled out all of the proper

forms and received all of the perti-
nentinformation concerning EQIP.

DES...

Continued from page 11
have these skills so that we may go

on to the next level. We would like
to say thank you for teaching us

right from wrong. Thank you for

caring, thank you for listening,

thank you for understanding, and
most of :all, thank you for teach-
ing,” Flores told the teachers yes-
terday.

Winners .

- Continued from page 11

Wonenberg over twelve months,

and then at the end of the school

year the winners and contribu-
tions are announced.

The poetry judges were Fran
Ascencio, Nancy Flood and Lek
Algaier. ’

‘Anyone wishing a copy of the

poetry and art booklet should
drop by the Student Lounge or
the Student Cafeteria for a free
copy.

Submissions are open to all
NMC students, full or part-time.

Relay . ..

Continued from page 8

want people to be in the condition
and situation that T was in after
my mother died. It is hard to lose

someone when it could be pre-
vented so I made a promise and
commitment to help those people
who still have a chance and pre-
vent it. Qur effort is more on pre-
ventive than curative. I believe in
research, awareness and preven-
tive programs,” Gaskins said.

According to Relay for Life,
for 1999, it is projected that 2,500
communities will hold Relay for

Life events, with 1.5 million par-

ticipants, 125,000 team captains,
250,000 cancer survivors, and
$123 million will be raised to
fight cancer.

Former ...

Continued from page 8

years behind bars for her actions.

One of the key prosecution wit-
nesses was Rosalyn Villagomez;
she was Taitano’s co-worker.

Villagomez hasearlier pled guilty
to similar charges in exchange for
her testimony against Taitano.
One other defendant charged
in the much-publicized case is
former head of DOE’s second-
ary education program Dr.
Gayle Hendricks. Her trial is

scheduled to begin in the next
two weeks.

Meanwhile Taitano is free on
bail awaiting sentencing. It is
believed she will appeal the deci-
sion to Guam’s Supreme Court.
Sentencing is schedule for mid-
August.

Lizama .

Continued from page 6

Hillblom estate and 100 Does.
MoFo and Calvo as well as its
lawyers Fisher and Jacob were
sued for legal malpractice based
onnegligence and failure toname
additional appropriate defendants

@eaiZL @nnouncemeni

i T '
Predeceased by:
Mother: Mavia ;Agul’ro Salas Father: Jose Fausto Salas
Brother: Crispin A. Salas

Wife: Margaref (N\eggie) 'Hofsckneicler Salas
Children, Spouses and Grandchildren:

e

In-Laws:

Jose H. & Mavia B. Salas (Joaquinag, 305ep|r\, Daniel & Michael)
Ana H. Salas & Arturo B. Alcazar (Zerlyn)

Carlos H. & Roxanne B. Salas (Brandi)
| Elizabeth S. & Victor Balajadia (James & Mavia)

Glovia S. & Gregory Castro (Giregory & Vincent)

Wilhelmina S. & Edward Borja (Brianna & Brion)

Eugenia S. & Rex I. Palacios (Christing, Gabriella & Patricia)
(Brian & Elizabeth Palacios [Florida))
William V. (deceased) & Primitiva S. Hofschneider
Freddy V. (deceased) & Maria U. 'Hofscknelder
Henry V. & Magdalena M. Hofsclrmelder
Richard V. & f\ndresina W Hofschneider
Edward V. (deceased) & Marcela Hofschneider
Sylvestre & Augusta H. Palacios
Bernard V. & Guadalupe R. ‘Ho[scl'\neider
Jose & Wilhelmina H. San Nicolas

‘ Hedwig V. (deceased) & Emerenciana A. Hofschneider

Also survived by numerous cousins, nieces and nephews

nghﬂy rosary is bemg said at Kristo Rai Churck, Garapan, Salran at 8:00 p.m.

MV\E)‘OI GVV‘OV\SEW\&Y\‘I’S are bem

FORMER JUDGE .

Was called to his eternal rest at the
age of 71 years old at the
Commonwealth Health Center

BORN: SEPTEMBER 13, 1927
DIED: JUNE 8, 1999

in-laws: Henry & Ana Villagomez Hofschneider

coordinated and will

=1

announced at a ?afer date.

r’;

in the claim against former
executor’s counsel, Carlsmithlaw
firm.

MoFo and Bank of Saipan on’
the other hand, were sued for
breach of fiduciary duty and neg-
ligent misrepresentation of fact.

Before filing the lawsuit,
Mendiola asked permission
from the court to allow him to
sue MoFo and others allegedly
to prevent the loss of an esti-
mated $200 million Hillblom
assets.

Off air .

Continued from page 5

failure to sign on since Sunday,
according to Lynn.

But the KSRI managemant is
fixing the problem and has al-
ready sent their equipment to be
fixed in SantaBarbara in the main-
land.

“Some microchips and crystals

hadtobereplaced,” Lynndisclosed.

Lynn and the disc jockeys are
currently preoccupied coordinat-
ing with their engineers, seeing to
it that they reach their Monday
deadline.

“We would like to thank our
listeners and clients for their pa-
tience. At the same time, we are
very sorry for the inconvenience
this may be causing them,” Lynn
concluded.

CUC...

Continued from page 3

has the means to accomplish that
vision,” said Dela Cruz in his re-
port.

CUC Executive Director Timo-
thy Villagomezearliersaid the corn-
mittee is““fine-tuning” the proposal
to ensure that the project complies
with existing commonwealth and
federal government regulations.

A team of foreign engineers has
helped in coming up with a pro-
posal for a low-cost, state-of-the-

art water desalination facility.

Sablan, in an earlier interview
said CUC has opted to ask its engi-
neers to study the matter following
opposition raised by consumers
about the increased bills they will
be having should a desalination
plant is finally put into place.

Sablan expressed hopes that with
the advancement in desalination
technology a plant may now cost
less than it used to be some three
years ago or when the first RFP
was issued under the previous
administration’s water emergency
task force.

APPU...

Continued from page 3

abruptly veer away.from his pre-
pared speech during the APPU
plenary session to briefly discuss
the Philippine government’s po-
sition, as well as the move taken
by the House of Representatives,
on the issue.

In his proposed resolution,
which will be taken up during the
next APPU meeting, Padilla said
the current situation on the con-
tinued encroachment of mainland
Chinese fishers into the country’s
territories violates the Philippines’
territorial claims.

He mentioned a controversial
chase incident last month involv-
ing a Chinese fishing vessel and
the Philippine Navy off the
Scarborough Shoal, which re-
sulted to the sinking of the fishing

boat.

Padillareiterated rough seacon-
ditions were the major factor be-
hind the collision of the Chinese
fishing boat and the Philippine
Navy’s BRP Rizal, which Beijing
stubbornly disputes.

The row created by the incident
even led to a Chinese diplomat
threatening against the welfare of
several thousands of overseas Fili-
pino workers in Hong Kong.

The congressman also claimed
the presence of the Chinese fish-
ing vessel off the disputed
Scarborough Shoal is part of the
strategy being carried out by the
People’s Republic of China to
maintain and gradually increase
presence in the area.

According to Padilla, this is the
same ploy initiated by the PROC
in Spratlys’ Mischief Reef where
the Chinese has reportedly con-
structed concrete. high-rise struc-
tures,
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Computer export cap may be eased

By JEANNINE AVERSA
WASHINGTON (AP) — Com-
merce officials are considering
making it easier for U.S. com-
panies to sell high-powered
computers to other countries by
easing export restrictions on
them.

It’s not clear when the Com-
merce Department, which has
been working with other agen-
cies on the matter for about a

year, will send the White House
a final proposal, administration
officials said Tuesday, speak-
ing on condition of anonymity.
“The issue is under review
but we do not anticipate a deci-
sion by the end of the week,”
said National Security Council
spokesman Michael Hammer.
People involved in the debate
over the export restrictions said
the Commerce Department was

considering loosening exports
rules on certain computer sales
to most countries in Asia, Af-
rica, Latin America and Central

- and Eastern Europe. But for now,

the administration is leaning
against easing those restrictions
onChinaand about 50 other coun-
tries, those people said.

People involved in the debate
over the export restrictions said
the Commerce Department was

considering loosening exports
rules on certain computer sales to
most countries in Asia, Africa,
Latin America and Central and
Eastern Europe. But for now, the
administration is leaning against
easing those restrictions on China
and about 50 other countries,
those people said.

“Ithink in the end it’s a mistake
to treat the current problem of
China in a Cold War fashion,”

9 more.

Continued from page 1

Wen Shen Guo, and Guo Xiao
assisted in the operation and the
sailing of a fishing vessel “Zhe
Yong Yu7008” which was carry-
ing 152 Chinese, including them-
selves, from Fujian Province in
China toward Guam.

Before April 10 and in April

23, one or more of the defendants
would distribute food to one or
more of the passengers on board
the ship.

One or more of the defendants
contacted a co-conspirator back
in China to discuss among other
things, the ship’s position enroute
to Guam.

According to the separate in-
dictment, during the early part of

April defendants Zhou and He
Lin and two unindicted co-con-
spirators asgisted in the sailing of
a fishing vessel which Wwas carry-
ing 103 Chinese from Fujian Prov-
ince toward Guam.

Before April 19 and in April
28, Zhou and one or more of the
unindicted co-conspirators
would distribute food to the pas-
sengers.

The third indictment stated that
beginning April 26 and continu-
ing through May 1999, defendants
Lee, Nan Qi Wong, and Jia Hui
Lin attempted to bring an alien to
the US.

The US governmentearlieralso
charged six crewmen of one of
those intercepted Guam-bound
ships carrying 141 Chinese na-
tionals last April.

Underwood. . .

Continued from page 1

CNMIunder the minimumwage,”
Underwood said.

“As we all know, the CNMI is
in some difficulty right now in
terms of the national media and
even in Congress. The CNMTI's
inclusion in the minimum wage
bills just shows that the CNMI is
under siege in a lot of different
ways,” Underwood added.

Another House bill, H.R.964
sponsored by Rep. Jack Quinn
entitled the Long Term Minimum

Wage Act Adjustment Act of
1999, not only seeks to increase
the minimum wage but pegs it to
the Consumer Price Index as well.

H.R. 964, introduced last
March, amends the Fair Labor
Standards Actof 1938 to increase
the Federal minimumto: (1)$5.55
an hour during the year beginning
on September 1, 1999; (2) $5.85
an hour during the year beginning
on September 1, 2000; and (3)
$6.15 an hour during the year
beginning on September 1,2001.

It also increases the minimum -

wage rate, by indexing it to the

Consumer Price Index for all ur-
ban consumers, beginning on Sep-
tember 1,2002, and each Septem-
ber 1 thereafter. It also prohibits:
(1) such increases from exceed-
ing four percent in any one calen-
dar year; and (2) the minimum
wage from falling below the pre-
vious year’s level.

According to Underwood, even
Republican leaders in the House,
acknowledge that some minimum
wage legislation will pass.

“T don’t believe it will be the
more than the one dollar increase
that some Democratic lawmakers

Saipan seen.

“We have ran out of cemeter-
ies,” said Hofschneider, in an in-
terview yesterday.

Hofschneider said he is push-
ing for the passage of a bill he
sponsored seeking to expand the
veteran’s cemetery in Marpi by
six more hectares to accommo-
date a new public cemetery that
will have a cremation facility,
crypts and underground burial
space.

He said he *’is looking at re-
questing” Gov. Pedro P. Tenorio
to set aside at least $1.5 million
from the new capital improve-
ment projects list for the cem-

etery.

.

Continued from page 1

“It is part of the infrastructure
need of the commonwealth. Itis a
public need,” Fofschneider said.

Looking for a cemetery site
was noteasy, said Hofsclneider.

“Believe me, [’ve looked
around and every time we find a
plot, every time we find a suit-
able place, (the site) is also co-
incidentally being utilized as a
deep well project,” he said.

“What we found is that since
the veteran cemetery has an ap-
proved site in Marpi, we thought
it will be appropriate if we just
expand it,” he added.

Hofschneider said govern-
ment would have just opted to

privatized cemeteries had the
value of Saipan’s lands been
not so high as to discourage
investors.

“The property in Saipan... has
appreciated to a point where pri-
vate undertaking of a cemetery
is not cost effective,” he said.

Besides, he said, Saipan resi-
dents could not probably afford
to pay up to $15,000 a plot for
their dead.

Under Hofschneider’s House
Bill 11-413, the Department of
Lands and Natural Resources
would be given the six-hectare
lot to develop the public cem-
etery.

The Department of Public
Health is also being sought to
administer and manage its use.

Alert. . .

Continued from page 1

mosquitoes which are carriers for
life-threatening viral diseases.

DPH, particularly the Division
of Public Health’s Bureau of En-
vironmental Health division, has
initiated a house-to-house inspec-
tion within the 300-meter radius
from the houses of the two chil-
dren.

Simultaneous education on
mosquito prevention and elimi-
nation of breeding sites are being
done during the inspections.

Arriola said health officials
also inspected blood samples of
the victims, as well as of people
residing within the 300-meter
radius from the victims’ resi-
dence.

He said BEH inspectors have
the necessary skills to take care of
the current situations.

“Everything is under control.
DPH does not want to cause panic
inbringing this up. We only want
the community to be prepared,”
the health official said.

Health officials are urging the
community to clean their sur-
rounding by disposing of trash
and garbage properly, cut down
or trim overgrown bush or grass
to atleast twoto three inches from
the ground, and to discard empty
bottles, cans buckets and other
artificial containers that can hoid
water, by either turning them up-
side down or take them to the
public dump.

David Rosario, public health
advisor, said DPH intensified its
mosquito surveillance in all entry
points including the Saipan Inter-

national Airport in line with the
prevalence and outbreak of ma-
laria and other mosquito-borne
diseases.

“We regularly check mosquito
larvae at the seaport and airport
using ovi-traps to check whether
we have a dangerous mosquito
being brought here or none,” he
said.

Ovi-traps were also installed
near the houses of the two child-
victims.

Arriola also pointed out that
DPH’s advisories are not only
because of the recent cases of the
two children, but also because of
the recent outbreak in neighbor-
ing countries, particularly the den-
gue outbreak in the Philippines
and the Japanese encephalitis out-
break in Malaysia which forced
itsgovernment to kill hundreds of

pigs.

have proposed. But there might
be a new minimum wage law
passed because the Republicans
need to shore up some of their
weaknesses in their current po-
litical ‘standings,” Underwood
said.

Meanwhile, the Small Business
Survival Committee (SBSC), a
nonpartisan, nonprofit small busi-
ness advocacy group, has already
come out with a statement oppos-
ing the new minimum wage legis-
lation.

According to SBSC, all studies
evaluating the impact of the mini-
mum wage find that employment
is lower than it would be without
a minimum wage.

SBSC specifically pointed out
that Rep. Jack Quinn’s proposal
to both increase the minimum
wage by $1 over the next three
years and thereafter index the
minimum wage for inflation was
a particularly awful idea.

“Inflation indexing for the mini-
mum wage would transform the
sporadic stupidity of increasing
the minimum wage into an annual
event,” SBSC said.

said Daniel Goure, a defense ana-
lyst with the Center for Strategic
and International Studies.

“Totry and putabarrierdown
and expect that to last more than
ananosecond is just crazy. What
you need is not tighter controls,
but a different approach.”

But a Commerce Department
official said “no decisions have
been reached” regarding sales
to China or any other countries.

In the Superior Court of the j
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands

PARK, BOK SUN,
Plaintiff,

V.
JO, SUK KON KOREATOWN,
INC.

KIM, BI SOOK LEE and

KO, HAN-YOON

Defendants.

Civil Action No. 98-874B

" FIRST AMENDED
NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE

By virtue of a foreclosure judgment
entered on December 9,.1999, Plaintiff,
Park, Bok Sun, obtained a judgment
against Defendants, Jo, Suk Kon, Korea
Town, Inc., and Ko, Han-Yoon, in the
amount of Two Hundred Forty Three
Thousand Three Hundred Fifty Five
Dollars and Seven cents (243,355.07),
plus interest thereon, at the rate of nine
percent (9%) per annum, from the date
of the judgment. Kim, Bi Sook Lee sub-
sequently was considered to be a Defen-
dant of interest.

In said judgment, the Court directed
and authorized the public sale of a 55-
year leaschold in a parcel of Middle Road
real estate, Lot No. 2003-2-1, in Chalan
LauLau Village, Commonwealth of the

Northern Martana Islands.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that at
a public auction to be held at the hour of
1:00 p.m,, on Thursday, July 1, 1999,
at the office of the Pacific Mediation
Center, located on the 2nd Floor of the
Union Bank building, Oleai Center, Oleat
Village, Saipan, Commonwealth of the
Northern Mariana Islands, the 55-year
leasehold in the aforementioned property
will be sold by me pursuant to 2 CMC
Section 4537(e) of the highest bidder for
cash.

The sale will be open to the general
public.

DATED this 7th day of June, 1999.

/s/JOHN B. JOYNER, Auctioneer
(670) 235-8061; 235-8070 (fax)

In the Superior Court of Guam

CECELIA P. MAGLALANG
Plaintiff,

Vs,

BENITO L. MAGLALANG
Defendant,

Domestic Case No. DM 0366-99

SUMMONS

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED DEFENDANT:
BENITO L. MAGLALANG:

YOUARE HEREBY SUMMONED
and required to serve upon Willigm D.
Pesch, attorney for Plaintiff, whose
address is: Suite 201, 173 Aspinall
Avenue, Agana, Guam, 96910, an
answer to the Complaint which is here-
with scrved upon you, within thirty
(30) days after service of this summons
upon you, exclusive of the date of
service. If you fail to do so, judgment
by default will be taken against you
for the relief demanded in the
Complaint.

Dated: Junc 02, 1999

ALFREDO M. BORLAS, clerk
Superior Court of Guam

By: PETE C. MIYASAKI

DEPUTY CLERK

In the Superior Court of Guam

TEODORA C. SORIANO
Plaintiff,

Vs,

JAMES B. SORIANO
Defendant,
Domestic Case No. DM 0324-99

SUMMONS
(OFF ISLAND)

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED DEFENDANT:
JAMES B. SORIANO:

YOUARE HEREBY SUMMONED

and required to serve upon William D.
Pesch, attorney for plaintiff, whose
address is: Suite 201, 173 Aspinall
Avcnue, Agana, Guam, 96910, an
answer to the Complaint which is here-
with served upon you within thirty (30)
days after service of this summons
upon you, exclusive of the date of
service. If you fail to do so, judgment
by default will be taken against you for
the relief demanded in the Complaint.

Dated: May 12, 1999

ALFREDO M. BORLAS, clerk
Superior Court of Guam

By: LORETTA L.C. ANDERSON

DEPUTY CLERK
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Classified Ads Se

ction

~ [DEADLINE: 12:00 noon the day prior fo publication

NOTE: If some reason your adverfisement is incorrect, call us
immediately fo make the necessary corrections. The Marianas Variety
News and Views is responsble only for one incomect insertion. We
reserve the right fo edit, refuse, reject or cancelany ad atany time.

L b PULRTINF

Employment Wanted

~ Job Vacancy

~ Announcement

PUBLIC NOTICE

Al interested resident workers are
urged to register at the
Dept. of Labor & Immigration,
Division of Employment Services for
the job/s being advertised in which
you are qudlified and available.
For turther assistance,
please call Alfred A. Pangelinan at
Tel. 664-2078.

01 MAINTENANCE BUILDING RE-
PAIR-Salary:$3.50 per hour

Contact: RHODA S. SMITH Tel. 256-
5650(6/10)Th31264

01 MUSICIAN-Salary:$1,000.00 per
month .
Contact: COMMONWEALTH MARINE
LEISURE CORP. dba Marine Sports &
Leisure Tel. 234-9157(6/10)Th31257

02 BUILDING MAINTENANCE RE-
PAIRER-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: SAIPAN INDUSTRIAL CO.
INC. Tel. 234-7415(6/10)Th31267

06 MACHINIST-Salary:$3.05-6.50 per
hour
05 ESTIMATOR-Salary:$800.00-
1,900.00 per month
07 ELECTRICAL ENGINEER-Sal-
ary:$800.00-1,906.00 per month
05 NOODLE MAKER (PRESS OPERA-
TOR)-Salary:$3.05-6.50 per hour
06 MOTOR REWINDER-Salary:$3.05-
6.50 per hour
70 MASON-Salary:$3.05-6.50 per hour
07 MECHANICAL ENGINEER-Sal-
ary:$800.00-1,900.00 per month
10 MECHANIC-Salary:$3.05-6.50 per
hour
03 MAINTENANCE WORKER BUILD-
ING REPARIER-Salary:$3.05-6.50 per
hour
02 INDUSTRIAL ENGINEER-Sal-
ary:$800.00-1,900.00 per month
50 STEELMAN WORKER-Sal-
ary:$3.05-3.50 per hour
11 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT-Sal-
ary:$3.50-6.50 per hour
06 CONSTRUCTION SUPERINTEN-
DENT-Salary:$800.00-1,900.00 per
month
09 ALUMINUM WINDOW AND DOOR
FABRICATOR-Salary:3$3.05-6.50 per
hour
30 HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATOR-
Salary:$3.05-6.50 per hour
20 ELECTRICIAN-Salary:$3.05-6.50
per hour
12 DRAFT ARCHITECTURAL-Sal-
ary:$3.05-6.50 per hour
03 DISPATCHER (CONST. IND.)-Sal-
ary:$3.05-6.50 per hour
12 CONSTRUCTION WORKER-Sal-
ary:$3.05-6.50 per hour
13 WAITER/WAITRESS (RESTAU-
RANT)-Salary:$3.05-6.50 per hour
07 COOK-Salary:$3.05-6.50 per hour
06 TINSMITH-Salary:$3.05-6.50 per
hour
10 ARCHITECT-Salary:5800.00-
1,900.00 per month
16 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$800.00-
1,000.00 per month
14 WELDER-Salary:$3.05-6.50 per
hour
03 COST ACCOUNTANT-Sal-
ary:$800.00-1,900.00 per month
05 SANITARY ENGINEER-Sal-
ary:$800.00-1,900.00 per month
06 PURCHASER, AGENT-Sal-
ary:$3.05-6.50 per hour
16 PLUMBER-Salary:$3.05-6.50 per
hour
17 PAINTER-Salary:$3.05-6.50 per
hour
09 CIVIL ENGINEER-Salary:$800.00-
1,900.00 per month
72 CARPENTER-Salary:$3.05-6.50 per
hour
08 BAKER-Salary:$3.05-6.50 per hour
09 AUTOBODY REPAIRER-Sal-
ary:$3.05-6.50 per hour
Contact: SABLAN CONSTRUCTION
CO. Tel. 234-7947(6/10)Th78825

02 ASSISTANT SALES MANAGER-
Salary:$1,000.00-1,300.00 per month
Contact: SAIPAN SUNZEN CO., LTD.
dba Marianas Beach Press Tel. 322-
7857(6/10)Th31263

01 SINGER-Salary:$4.50 per hour
Contact: FELIPE Q. MAHINAY dba
Mahinay Production & Promotion Tel.
235-9517(6/10)Th31269

02 TOUR COORDINATOR-Sal-
ary:$800.00-2,200.00 per month

. Contact: TAS! TOURS & TRANSPOR-

TATION INC. Tel. 235-9373(6/
17)Th78909

. 01 COMMERCIAL CLEANER-Salary:

$3.05 per hour

.Contact: LUCKY CORPORATION dba

Lucky Star & Shoe Mart Tel. 235-1998(6/
24)Th31449

02 MASON-Salary:$305 per hour
Contact: AMERICAN LANGENTE COR-
PORATION dba Shanghai Construction
Tel. 233-3020(6/10)Th31271

01 WAITRESS-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: MARIANAS SAN-SHO CORP.
dba Coconut Tei-Restaurant Tel. 323-
5680(6/10)Th31270

01 SALES REPRESENTATIVE-Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: AMERICAN ANGEL FLYING
CO., LTD. dba White Swan Beauty Sa-
lon Tel. 233-0468(6/17)Th31366

01 DRESSMAKER-Salary:$3.05 per
hour -

Contact: REBECCAT. SMITH dba Gen-
esis Dress Shop Tel. 235-8078(6/
17)Th31362

04 JANITOR-Salary:$3.05 per hour

02 CARPENTER-Salary:$3.05 per hour
03 GARDENERS-Salary:$3.05-3.10 per
hour

03 MASON-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: PHILIPPINE GOODS CON-
STRUCTIONS, INC. dba General Con-
struction Contractor Tel. 234-6485(6/
17)Th31361

03 WAITER/WAITRESS-Salary:$3.05
per hour

Contact: ROYAL PALMS INTERNA-
TIONAL, INC. Tel. 233-0767(6/
17)Th31360

02 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$4.50-5.00
per hour

Contact: AMBYTH SHIPPING
MICRONESIAN, INC. Tel. 322-0970(6/
17)Th78917

01 GRAPHIC ARTIST-Salary:$3.05 per
hour

Contact: SAIPAN KORESCO CORPO-
RATION dba Saipan Koresco Resort
Club Tel. 288-6001(6/17)Th31349

01 SEWER-Salary:$3.05 per hour

01 SUPERVISOR (RETAIL)-Sal-
ary:$1,750.00 per month

Contact: Y&B CORPORATION (KIM JIN
SEUP) dba Kim's Market Tel. 433-
3030(6/17)Th31350 .

01 MANAGER-Salary:$1,750.00 per
month

Contact: S&Y CORPORATION
(CHUNG SUK HEE) dba Sunshine Va-
riety Store Tel. 235-0292(6/17)Th31352

01 (MARKETING) CONSULTANT-Sal-
ary:$2,084.00 per month

Contact: PEDRO A. TENORIO dba Pete
A. Tenorio & Associates Tel. 234-8555(6/
17)Th31353

01 MASON-Salary:$3.05 per hour

01 ELECTRICIAN-Salary:$3.05 per
hour

01 PLUMBER-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: ROCK CONSTRUCTION CO.,
INC. Tel. 234-6163(6/17)Th31354

01 NURSE ATTENDANT-Salary:35.65
per hour

06 COMMERCIAL CLEANER-Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: ROLANDO G. BIGALBAL Te!.
234-9855(6/17)Th31356

01 EQUIPMENT RENTAL CLERK-Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: BRIAN S. FENERTY dba Is-
land Fone Tel. 483-3663(6/17)Th31343

01 GENERAL MAINTENANCE (MAIN-
TENANCE REPAIRER) BUILDING-Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: STANDARD BUSINESS COR-
PORATION dba Island Flea Market,
Standard Woodcraft & Furnitures Tel.
233-5246(6/17)Th31344

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$4.00-4.50
per hour .

Contact: BASIC CONSTRUCTION
SUPPLY CORP. Tel. 234-7666(6/
17)Th78906

- Classified Ads
FIRST

01 AUTOBODY REPAIRER-Sal-
ary:$3.60 per hour

Contact: S.J. CORPORATION dba S.J.
Auto Repair Shop Tel. 234-3977(6/
10)Th31255

01 GENERAL MANAGER-Salary:
$6,000.00-7,000.00 per month net.

Directs and coordinates activities of the
company to obtain optimum efficiency
of operations and maximize profits.
Plans and develops organization poli-
cies and implements goals through sub-
ordinate administrative personnel. Co-
ordinates activities of departments to

- effect operational efficiency and

economy. Directs and coordinates pro-
motion of services performedto develop
new markets, increase share of market
and obtain competitive position in the
market. Directs preparation and direc-
tives to department administrator out-
lining policy, program, or operations
changes to be implemented. Must be
familiar with tourist related industries.
International Hotel Management expe-
riences preferred especially hote! of in-
ternational standing. Must read, write
and speak English and Japanese.
Contact: NIZEKI INT'L SAIPAN CO,
LTD. Tel. 234-5050(6/23)W79028

01 MACHINIST-Salary: $3.85 per hour
01 MAINTENANCE REPAIRER-Sal-
ary:$3.85 per hour

01 AUTO MECHANIC-Salary: $4.00 per
hour

01 HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATOR-

Salary: $3.85 per hour
Contact: MARIANAS REPAIRS CO.,
INC. Tel. 234-9084(6/24)Th31443

01 SUPERVISOR, GENERAL-Salary:
$6.00-6.40 per hour
Contact: SILK ROAD CORPORATION

" dba Saipan Country Club Tel. 234-

7300(6/24) Th31444

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary: $3.05-5.00
per hour

Contact: SNE SAIPAN CO., LTD. Tel.
235-1799(6/24)Th31447

01 ASST. SUPERVISOR (Wedding
Consultant)-Salary: $1,000-1,700.00
per month

Contact: WATABE SAIPAN, INC. dba
Watabe Wedding Tel. 235-4710(6/
24)Th79048

01 COOK-Salary: $3.05-3.25 per hour
Contact: 3'S INC. dba Hula Girl Tel. 235-
4710(6/24)

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary: $800.00-
1,000.00 per month

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary: $3.05 per
hour

Contact: JM & ASSOCIATES Tel. 235-
4710(6/24)Th79050

01 BLDG. MAINTENANCE REPAIRER-
Salary: $3.05 per hour

Contact: SAIPAN PLANT CENTER,
INC. Tel. 235-4710(6/24)Th79051

01 (TOUR) COUNSELOR TRAVEL-
Salary: $3.46 per hour plus $300 house
allowance added unto salary 1st week
of pay period

Contact: NIPPON TRAVEL AGENCY
MICRONESIA dba Mach Tour Tel. 234-
9309(6/24)Th31450

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary: $850.00-
1,060.00 per month plus $400 per
month aliowance.

Contact: MT. CARMEL SCHOOQL, INC.
Tel. 235-1251(6/24) Th79060

NEEDED
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

LOCAL or IR
CONTACT: 2354771

1 Sabary starting at $350 or wp depeads on experience.

NEED PRINTERS
OR IMMEDIATELY HIRE

(2) Experienced Printng Machine Operater

Contact .
WIN GUIDE COLOR PRINTING CO.
TEL (670) 235-2283

_JOB VACANCY

Four (4) Graphic Artist,
Computer Graphics, Graphics Layout.
Minimum two years work experience, worked for
advertising agency, publishing company or
graphics design and production.

Salary: $3.65 hourly

Apply at
m Younis Art Studio, Inc./

Marianas Variety Newspaper
P.0. Box 231, Saipan, MP 96950

CAR FOR SALE
’96 HYUNDAI ACCENT
Excellent condition, low mileage. automatic
transmission, AM/FM Stereo Cassette,

Cold A/C, Price $5,500
Call 256-1183

“Looking for a dependable car.

Prefer 1995 model or newer.

Must be able to seat five passengers.
Call: PacifiCare at 235-0994 to leave a
message. Arriving on-island 6/23/99.”

. NICE HOUSES FOR RENT

=% Execulive house with five (5) bedrooms, three (3) bathrooms, two (2) kitchens, four (4) car garage, large Iving rooms

and patio over 5,000 square féet is available for lease ata discounted price $2,500 NOW ! $2,000.00

s Execulive house newly buitt with four (4) bedrooms, three (3) bathrooms, two (2) patios, covered garage, secured fence..
around the house at a discounted price $1,800.00 NOW! $1,400.00

All of the houses are located in a quite neighborhood at San Vicente. These houses aiso includes water tanks with pressur-

fzed water pumps. If you are interested to see any of these houses, please call telephone number 235-3009 and leave your

name and telephone number.

Spacious studios & -b ec ro

FOR: RENT
s om Units .
« Fully furnished, with security guard & housekeeping services
- Standby generator, laundry facilities, hot/cold water

- Swimming pool and barbecue area

LA TUZ, SATFAN
Tel. Nos.: 322-2406 / 323-2406

N

_Apartments For Rent

- 1 & 2-Bedroom Apiirtents,

' v Navy Hill-Fufly Conerete.
~-Furnished w aircon oneach réom.

.+ 24 hours water. Utilities not included.

Contact: 322-3607

Or prige at 2 for niore info.

APARTMENT FORRENT|

01 MAINTENANCE REPAIRER-Salary:
$3.05 per hour

Contact: R & J HOUSE RENTAL Tel.
235-4710(6/24)Th79052

01 FORTUNE TELLER-Salary: $3.05
per hour

Contact: PEDRO T. BORJA dba P&M
Enterprises  Tel. 256-1442(6/
24)Th79053

01 HEAVY EQUIPMENT MECHANIC-
Salary: $3.05-3.30 per hour

01 INDUSTRIAL ENGINEER-Salary:
$3.05-3.50 per hour

03 HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATOR-
Salary: $3.05-3.30 per hour

Contact: WESTERN EQUIPMENT, INC.
Tel. 322-9561(6/24)Th79057

AR AL AD

2 Large Bedrooms
24 hours water
Back-Up Generator

EVERGREEN APARTMENT

Navy Hill - 234-6789/322-5004

"HOUSE FOR RENT
Next to CK Post Office

8 rooms, ideal for Barracks
2 toilet, 3head shower, large living
room and kitchen
For more info, call Ray at 235-8734

APARTMENT FOR RENT

CENTRAL LOCATION
(Gualo Rai)

1 Bedroom w/Interior’s Designer's
Dream. Must see to appreciate.
Call: 287-5644

APARTMENT FOR RENT
2nd Floor, 3 Bedrooms,
3 Bath, with Aircon,
Big Living Room
Call: 233-4378

HOUSE FOR RENT
2-BEDROOM -
Location: AS LITO
Tel. 288-1496 .

HOUSE FOR RENT
Concrete, 2 Bedroom

Furnished, Fenced, Trash &

Lawn Care Provided

$500.00 per mos., Utilities Excluded
Pager #236-7368

DO YOU HAVE $200
TO THROW AWAY?

WHETHER YOU ARE WALKING,
DRIVING, SAILING, OR FLYING.
LITTERING IS ILLEGAL IN THE CNM..
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EEK & MEEK® by Howie Schneider

%EUST S{rAETED
w’: (N=79)
CMRUTER DET wHAS v

© 1999 by NEA, .

YES, MAAM, I'M
FINISHED..

I CUT OUT THE LIONS
AND THE ZEBRAS,AND
PASTED THEM ALL IN

THE JUNGLE, SEE?

ACTUALLY, T HATE
CUTTING AND PASTING..

T THINK MY
FUTURE 15 IN
CRAYONS..

U} ‘OTBAPUAS 8IMEBS POYUN 6861 O

STELLA WILDER |

YOUR BIRTHDAY

THURSDAY, JUNE 10, 1999
Born today, you are likely to find
yourself squarely in the spotlight
over a prolonged period of time.
You will use your fame and noto-
riety for the common good, though
you’re certainly not above enjoy-
ing personal gains when they
come your way! You are versa-
tile, and quite interested in all
sorts of endeavors. Still, you must
trust in your own natural abilities
to get you as faras possible inlife.
You boast a good deal of physical
ability and stamina which, to-
gether, should secure you a place
in the memories of those who
have the privilege of watching
you at work.

You command respect no mat-
ter where you go, despite your
sometimes controversial words,
actions, or beliefs. Fortunately,
you do not possess what many
call the “artistic temperament.”
You are, instead, far more practi-
cal and realistic in your outlook
and behavior.

-Also born on this date are:
Maurice Sendak, author; F. Lee
Bailey, attorney; Judy Garland,
actress and singer; Saul Bellow,
author; Prince Philip of England.

To see what is in store for you
tomorrow, find your birthday and
read the corresponding paragraph.
Let your birthday star be your
daily guide.

FRIDAY, JUNE 11

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
— This is no time for haphazard
or random efforts. You will want
to commit yourself fully, ornot at

all. Things must be done with
firm resolve.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
— What you 're waiting for is not
likely to come to you today unless
you can successfully shift the cur-
rent tide of progress.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)— You
may be unusually dependent to-
day, even while you are feeling
the need to assert your own au-
thority. Some conflict is unavoid-
able.

VIRGO (Aug.23-Sept. 22) —
You may find yourself face-to-
face with an emotional challenge
of sorts today. You’ll have a piv-
otal decision to make before night-
fall.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) —
A social occasion may become
the perfect forum for your new
and unconventional ideas today.
Be sure to speakup whenit’s your
turn!

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
—Common courtesies carry more
weight than usualtoday. You must
be willing to put in that extra
effort for a friend who is counting

,on you.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21) — Don’t count on any-
one else sticking his or her neck
out for you today, particularly
since you're expecting to bend
the rules.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19) — Don’t make hasty judg-
ments today, especially where
your own friends are concerned.
Give others the benefit of the
doubt.

AQUARIUS (Jan.20-Feb. 18)
— It is likely you will discover
that much around you can be held
at greater personal value than an-
ticipated. Find meaning in ali
things!

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20
— The prospects facing you to-
day may not be bleak, but neither
are they golden — yet. There is
much you cando to increase your

“current potential.

ARIES (March 21-April 19)
— You and a Scorpio native will
tend to balance each other out
today, as you each focus on a
common interest in your own in-
imitable ways.

-TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
— You’re in the mood to put your
nose to the grindstone today, but
there may be a shortage of tasks.
Channel yourenergies elsewhere.

CROSSWORD PUZZLER

ACROSS name
37 Utilizes : .
1 Buddies 38 Reynolds 1D Answer to Previous Puzzle
5 Castor — 39 “Something
8 Appear About —" G[U|S|TISIP|RIAINIK
12 Ken or Lena 42 “Touched by FIO/R|GIEITIHL|EIG!I|O|N
14 Prod character
15 Mona — 46 Auction M I [SENS|!| EITERICIBIS
16—opgner 4;(B:ngyoi MVEIAIPINEARRGILIUE
17 Prejudice 49 Cupi
18 Ma and Pa 50 Comfort EATII:LL.ERWEQQTS
— 51 Mr. Byrnes
20 Tropical 52 — race B/UIOYSHTI|O[R[N|AID|O
2Iizard gggwee}sog AN TISEEMAR|T A M
22 Cerium emale deer Q]
symbol 55 Qolong and S| SEMBIE|LILS LIVIE
23 Juicy fruit pekoe ETHRICAREDEAITIEIN
24 Express DIETIA|| | LEMLIAIKIEIR|S
desire DOWN DIUNINNEBRY EIAIR]IS
27 “Chitty Chitty, - -
— 1 11th U.S. 12-25 © 1997 United Feature Syndicate
31 Vowel trio president
32 Playing card 2 “ cannot tell 6 Actress Balin Eddie
33 Edgar Allan —_— 7 Mercy 11 Tableland
— 3 — price 8 Outlying part 19 — Mans
34 Like female 4 Grab of a city 21 Pledge as
sibling 5 Single 9 Silkworm security
36 Finnish first instance 10 Richard or 23 geyvman and
eiser
1 F 3 4 5 6 |7 8 [3 (10 |11 24 NBA's Unseld
25 Roman three
12 13 14 26 Distress
signal
15 16 77 27 Suffering the
Ideatg ofa
18 1 oved one
* e 28 Mimic
55 23 29 Neither’s
companion
30 Earth (comb.
24 |25 |26 27 28 |28 (30 X for nR
2 Mr. Arnaz
o o2 33 35 Sheer
nettings
s 36 36 Mr. Borgnine
38 Derek or
37 38 Jackson
39 On the water
(41 42 43 a4 a5 40 — loaf
41 Otherwise
a7 |48 49 42 — to order
43 “Dies —
51 52 44 — Cola
45 Questions
54 55 48 Wedding
words

O ACROSS:
OPPOSNTE

by Dick Rogers

© 1999 Unitod Featurs Syndicate, Inc. 5/51-
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PHILADELPHIA (AP)
Marlon Anderson had two hits
and drove in three runs, and
Rob Ducey had a bases-loaded
triple to cap a nine-run seventh
inning as the Philadelphia
Phillies came back from a five-
run deficit to beat the New York
Yankees 11-5.

Starters Curt Schilling of Phila-
delphia and Hideki Irabu of New
York were long gone Tuesday
night when the Phillies erupted
along with their largest, loudest
crowd of the season with two runs
in the sixth and nine in the sev-
enth to hand New York its fifth
loss in five games at Veterans
Stadium.

Many in the crowd of 44,444
cheered when Yankees fans
headed for the exits after Ducey
capped the rally with a three-run
triple off Dan Naulty. It was the
Phillies’ biggest inning of the sea-
son and the biggest the Yankees
have allowed.

Yorkis Perez (3-1) pitched a
scoreless inning for the victory,
and Jason Grimsley (8-1) was the
loser.

Derek Jeter and Tino Martinez

homered for New York.
Mets 11, Blue Jays 3
At New York, Jason
Isringhausen earned his first Ma-

jor League victory since beating
Toronto in 1997 and the Mets,
with manager Bobby Valentine
temporarily taking over as the
third-base coach, downed the Blue
Jays.

Rey Ordonez went 4-for-5 as
the Mets won their third in arow.

The streak came after general
manager Steve Phillips fired the

pitching, hitting and bullpen
coaches following eight straight
defeats.

New York lost another coach
— albeit briefly — when Cookie
Rojas was ejected in the third
inning for arguing that third-base
umpire Angel Hernandez should
have called a balk.

Valentine came out of the dug-
out to continue the dispute, then
stayed in the coaching box for the
rest of the inning. Rickey
Henderson immediately hitasac-
rifice fly that tied it at 1, and
Edgardo Alfonzo followed witha
two-run homer.

Isringhausen (1-1) allowed two

hits in 5 2-3 innings.

Ordonez’s two-run single
capped a four-run seventh that
made it 8-3, and Roger Cedeno
hitathree-runhomer inthe eighth.

Pat Hentgen (4-5) wasthe loser.

Marlins 2, Orioles 1, 1st Game

AtMiami, Jesse Orosco walked
Luis Castillo on a 3-2 pitch with
two out and the bases loaded in
the ninth as Florida beat Balti-
more in the first game of adouble-
header.

Bruce Aven reached on an in-
field single to start the ninth
against Mike Timlin (2-5), then
took second onasacrifice by Mark
Kotsay. Tim Hyers walked against
Orosco, and Dave Berg was hitby
a pitch with two out to load the
bases.

Brian Edmondson (3-3) pitched
a scoreless ninth.

Marlins 5, Orioles 3, 2nd Game

At Miami, Tim Hyers drove in
three runs, including the tiebreaker
with an eighth-inning triple, and
the surging Florida Marlins beat
the Baltimore Orioles 5-3 to com-
plete.a doubleheader sweep.

Florida's second victory ex-
tended the majors’ longest cur-

NMI out. . .

Continued from page 28

with a double, two-RBI for a 2—
0 lead. David Camacho’s sacri-
fice to right field added a run.
With one out Greg F. Camacho
connected for a triple, one-RBL
A sacrifice by Ray Seman toright
field gave CNMI a 50 lead,
before Gloyd Martin popped out
to center.

Pitching for FSM was Torres
Whitney who became very effec-
tive following a mediocre first
inning, with breaking balls.

On their first at-bat, with two
man on base, FSM's Hilty Kilma
scored FSM’s first run on a sacri-
fice to right field.

CNMI continued to look good

in defense with center-fielder
Mark Toves’s throw from the
outfield in time for a tag (out) at
the plate ending the first inning
for FSM, after just two runs.

What'sdifferent about the FSM
team ? Most of the players are
left-handed. Seven of the starting
nine are lefties, according to a
game official.

What's effective about team
FSM? “They can hit,” said the
game official.

CNMI then added two more
runs in the second inning on
Melvin Sakisat’s two-RBI triple
to shallow right-field.

The third inning started look-
ing better for FSM after scoring
three runs.

Then the ballgame took a turn-
around.

With FSM batters finding their
mark on pitcher Norbert Torres,
Jesse Manibusan stepped up to
the plate in relief.

With FSM up to bat, in the
fourth inning, Rubar Zepty nar-
rowed CNMIs lead to one aftera
sacrifice fly to right field.

The tide turned for good when
in the same inning Hilty Kilma
connected fortwo-RBIs to center
field andtook the lead at, §—7. A
passed-ball allowed Kilty to score
for a, 9—7 FSM lead.

The score was, 11-7 at the end
of the fifth.

Another run in the sixth inning
gave FSM a final, 12-7 victory.

With the loss CNMI is elimi-
nated from further play.

FSM advances to medal round
competition today.

Kim. ..

Continued from page 28

223 after three rounds.

Guam’s James Honda falls to
seventh place with a 229.

Jess Wabol alsoslidin the stand-
ings as he shot a high 83 in
yesterday’s action, for a three-
day 237 total.

Eddie Peter still struggling at

29 place after shooting an 86 yes-
terday. His three-day total fell to
245. )

Joseph Camacho is in 34 place
with yesterday’s sub-par perfor-
mance at 87 on round-three.

In men’s team competition,
CNMI slipped to sixth place after
three rounds. They had earlier
posted a third place finish after
two rounds.

Team CNMI shot 241 yester-

day to push their gross score to
704.

Team Fijiisstillinthe lead with
athree-day gross of 681, tied with
team New Caledonia who is in
second place.

Samoatakes up third place with
a gross score 693 after three days.
Papau New Guinea’s three-day
total, 697 places them in fourth.

The final round of competitions
takes place today.

One more. ..

Continued from page 28

and went to a base-hit strategy.

With the bases loaded,
Guam's Mike Cepeda connected
foratowering, three-RBlhomer
over center field.—just missing
the overhead flood lights by
inches.

But CNMlI camerightback with
back-to-back homeruns by Kani
and John Diaz.

An exceller.  suble-play by
Guam’sfirstbaseman gave CNMI
one out left in the fifth inning,

when Tony Luzama connected
for a two-RBI homer over right
field, for a 16—15 lead.

Guam then scored four runs at
the bottom of the fifth inning and
took back the lead at, 20—16.

The top of sixth (inning)handed
CNMI another back-to-back
home runs by Winsor
Ngiraibiochel and Paython Rdial.

Then Guam did what the crowd
had expected they were capable
of. )

Letting it lose and going back
to a slugging tactic in the bottom
of sixth inning, Guam scored an
astonishing 16-runs, for a 28-18

mercy-rule finish.

Statistically Guam connected
for 32 hits for 28 runs and eight
home runs.

For CNMI, they had 28 hits, 18
runs and eight home runs.

Guam'’s Ray Aguon and Ben
Reyes went 5-for-5, with four and
five homeruns respectively.

John Diaz and Paython went 3-
for-4 with one and two homeruns
respectively.

In earlier game, in women’s
slowpitch action, FSM defeated
CNM]I, 11—S5 as they move up to
medal rounds. CNMI is elimi-
nated from further play.

rent winning streak to seven.

Hyers doubled home runs in
the first and sixth. After Balti-
more scored three runs to tie the
game in the eighth, Dave Berg
singled to start the bottom of the
inning and Hyers tripled him
home. Bruce Aven followed with
an RBI single against Scott
Kamieniecki (0-1), recalled Mon-
day from Triple-A.

Antonio Alfonseca (3-4)
pitched one inning, and Matt
Mantei followed with a scoreless
ninth for his eighth save.

Giants 6, Angels 2

At San Francisco, Shawn Estes
pitched seven strong innings and
San Francisco scored three runs
in the seventh to break a tie with
Anaheim.

Marvin Benard led off the sev-
enth with a single and went to
second on Bill Mueller’s sacri-
fice bunt against Steve Sparks (2-
5), who was thenrelieved by Scott
Schoeneweis. One out later,
Armando Rios singled off short-
stop Andy Sheets’ glove to score
Benard with the go-ahead run.

Stan Javier’s RBI single made
it 4-2 and Rich Aurilia added a
run-scoring single off Mark
Petkovsek to give the Giants a
three-run lead.

Estes (3-4) allowed two runs
and five hits to win for the first
time since April 24.

Expos 5, Red Sox 1

Phillies beat Yankees

At Montreal, Dan Smith retired
20 straight batters at one point in
his Major League debut as the
Expos beat Boston.

Smith (1-0) allowed three hits
to the first four batters he faced,
including an RBIsingle to Nomar
Garciaparra. He didn’t allow an-
other baserunner before being
lifted for a pinch-hitter in the sev-
enth inning.

Smith, called up from Ottawa
on Monday, struck outnine —the
most by an Expos starter this sea-
son — to tie a team record for
strikeouts in a major league de-
but.

Vladimir Guerrero hit a two-
run homer in the sixth off Tim
Wakefield (3-6) as Montreal sent
the Red Sox to their season-high
fourth straight loss.

Tigers 11, Pirates 4

AtDetroit, Nelson Cruz pitched
seven strong innings to win his
first Major League start and De-
troit hit five homers to beat Pitts-
burgh.

Damion Easley, Gregg
Jefferies, Dean Palmer, Juan
Encarnacion and Luis Polonia
homered for the Tigers.

Cruz (1-0), a right-hander who
was called up late Monday after
scheduled starter Justin Thomp-
son complained of back spasms,
gave up only one run and two hits.
He struck out two and walked
three.

NMlin. ..
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Palau made it to the medal
rounds by their Wormen’s and
Men’s Team representatives mak-
ing second in the 250 Meter One-
Man (Va’a) competition.

Wallis and Fatuna, Fiji and New
Caledonia will be competing in
majority of the outrigger events,
performing strong and steady pad-
dling in the 250, 500, 1000 and
2,500 Meter races.

1999 South Pacific Games
Outrigger Semi-Final Results

Men’s 500 Meter Heat #35

Tahiti 2:00.88

Fiji 2:08.18

New Caledonia 2:14.31

Men’s 500 Meter Heat #36

Wallis and Fatuna 2:02.98

Guam 2:15.06

CNMI 2:17.09

Women's 500 Meter Heat #37

Tahiti 2:44.50

Wallis and Fatuna

Guam 2:42.31

Women's 500 Meter Heat #38

Fiji 2:40.11

New Caledonia 2:43.17

Palau 2:45.91

Men’s 500 Meter ( One Man )
Heat #39

Wallis and Fatuna 2:29.22

Fiji 2:44.24

CNMI 2:58.66

Men’s 500 Meter (One Man)
Heat #40

Tahiti 2:18.59

New Caledonia 2:27.85

Guam 2:41.90

Women’s 500 Meter ( One
Man) Heat #41

New Caledonia 2:58.70

Fiji 3:09.50

Palau 3:23.73

Women's 500 Meter(One Man)
Heat #42

Tahiti

Wallis and Fatuna

CNMI

Men’s 2500 Meter Heat #43

Tahiti 12:21.65

Guam 13:19.24

Fiji 13:54.85

Men’s 2500 Meter Heat #44

New Caledonia 12:48.07

Wallis and Fatuna 12:54.39

Palau 13:41.42

Women’s 2500 Meter Heat #45

New Caledonia 14:29.62

Guam 14:40.94

Fiji 14:42.22

Women’'s 2500 Meter Heat #46

Tahiti

Palau

CNMI

Men’s 250 Meter (One Man)
Heat #47

Wallis and Fatuna 1:10.41

New Caledonia 1:11.95

Fiji 1:17.60

Men’s 250 Meter (One Man)
Heat #48

Tahiti 1:06.53

Palau 1:19.24

Guam 1:20.78
Women’s 250 Meter(Qne Man)
Heat #49

Tahitj 1:28.98

Palau 1:35.17

Wallis and Fatuna 1:36.93

Women's 250 Meter(One Man)
Heat #50

New Caledonia 1:28. 89

Fiji 1:29.02

Guam 1:47.34
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By Francis S. Dalisay

For the Variety
SWIMMER Olivier Saminadin,
of New Caledonia, has his hands
full.

Last night the twenty-one-year
old garnered three more gold
medals, tallying up his medal
count in the XI South Pacific
Games to 12 golds and 1 silver.

In the last day of swimming
competitions, he demonstrated his
versatility and endurance, com-
peting in three events. His first
one was the 200-meter individual
race. There, he outsurpassed his
competition, touching the wall
before Guam’s Dan O’Keefe, who
garnered silver. In 2 minutes, 8.24

seconds, Saminadin won gold and
set a new South Pacific Games
record.

For his next race, Saminadin
endured the torture of 30 laps of
swimming in the 1500-meter
freestyle. At that race he led the
pack nearly from start to end, fin-
ishing almost a minute ahead of
silver medalist, Ben Wells of
Papua New Guinea. For the fi-
nal swimming competition of
SPG '99, Saminadin helped
New Caledonia win the gold in
the 400-meter relay medley,
leading the pack oversilver win-
ner, Guam,

“Words can’t express how I

feel,” said Saminadin. “I just

want to go out and party now.”

But he’ll have little time to do -
80, as he prepares himself fornext

year’s Olympics in Sydney. In
March of 2000, he will be com-
peting in a qualfier to make the

Olympic swim team of France. -

Until then, he said he will persist
and continue his rigorous training

49, Guam 39.

A Tahitian drives between Tosca Lin

which involves two practive ses-
sions per day, for seven days a
week. »

In other swimming action, two
other SPG records were broken.
The first was set by Diane Bui-
Duyet of New Caledonia, who
won gold and chopped three sec-
onds off the old record, w0ith a

R

N.C. swimmer harvests golds

time of 2:25.92 for the women’s
200-meter butterfly. Caroline
Pickering of Fiji also set a new
record, as she grabbed the gold
medal for the women’s 50-meter
freestyle, with a time of 26.92. In
addition, Pickering garmered an-
other gold in the 200-meter back-
stroke.

dberg and Shelly Sison with Jessica Sanchez waiting in the wing. Tahiti

Photo by Eduardo C. Siguenza

Guam...

Coritinued from page 3

grant is a good shot in the arm for
the Superior Court Program who
has already taken steps to estab-
lish a drug court system.

The Superior Court of Guam
already has a locally funded drug
court program to handle drug
dealer and rehabilitate drug users.
In May, the first cycle of the Drug
Education program graduated 27
participants, Superior Court Pub-
lic Information Officer Mercy
Hemandez. The cycle is one of
the local programs that tries to
promote the rehabilitation of re-
peatdrug offenders. This program
is a proactive approach the court
is taking in dealing with repeat

offenders.

The locally funded cycle is a
unique program that no other ju-
risdiction has implemented be-
fore,said Hernandez. Itdeals with
repeat offenders and the issue of
rehabilitation. According to
Hernandez, this initiative played
a big role in the court’s award of
the federal grant.

A fully operational drug court
is earmarked for completion in
the next calendar year, Hernandez
said. Court officials are “ex-
tremely happy” that the federal
grant money was obtained. Pre-
siding Judge Alberto.

Lagnorena III has been actively
pursuing the issue of obtaining a
grant for the past few years
through continued correspon-
dence with the Bureau of Justice

Assistance, she said.

The court will receive the
funding quarterly and will have
to report all expenses. The fed-
eral grant will be used to enhance
and support rehabilitation pro-
grams, the installation of new
technology, case managementand
personnel training.

A release from Underwood’s
office stated that the drug courts
are part of President Bill
Clinton’s proposed Zero Toler-
ance Initiative.

The OJP has awarded grants
that total over $100 million to
help jurisdictions plan, imple-
ment, enhance or evaluate drug
courts,

There are currently over 350
drug courts nationwide and 200
more are in the planning stages.

Feds. ..

Continued from page 3

removal.

With the issuance of the NTP,
the contractor is given the go-
signal to mobilize personnel and

equipment before the project ac-
tually takes off.

The mobilization, according to
Morrison, would be a continuing
process as it is deemed necessary
to support the needs and demands
of the construction project.

A range of 500 to 700 people,

which include managers and
workers, will be mobilized, said
Morrison.

A minimum of two and a
maximum of four mobilization
camps will be established. he
said. to accommodate the 500-
700 workforce.
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Over a dozen laser boats competed yesterday in the blue waters of Apra Harbor during the sailing compet/tlon for the South Pamflc Games

Qutrigger events

NMI in medal

By Laila C. Younis

Variety News Staff
FOR THE love of water, for the
love of paddling.

Paddlers from Guam, Tahiti
,Wallis and Fatuna, New
Caledonia, Fiji and Palau, closed
the 1999 South Pacific Games
Semi-Final Competition yester-
day, and are racing for the gold
today at Matapang Beach Park.

The Guam Men’s Team sailed
into second place in the 500 Meter
Semi-Final against Wallis and
Fatuna, whotook first, and CNMI,
who took third, and were dis-
missed from the race.

The 500 Meter was the only

event the CNMI Men’s Team
qualified for in the Preliminaries,
and they fought a tight race with
Guam in the Semi-Finals, miss-
ing the finish line by only two
seconds.

“It was a hard race. It was
scorching hot and we were pull-
ing water to the best of our ability.
We’ll learn, and next time, we'il
catch up,” said CNMI Paddler
Dave Guerrero.

The Guam Women’'s Team also
lead an exciting race against New
Caledonia and Fiji in the 2,500
Meter Semi-Final. New
Caledoniapulled forward and took
first, but Guam chpped two sec-

Kim advances in golf

By Tony Celis
. Variely News Staff
 AFTER three rounds of golf at
the Guam International Country
Club in Dededo, CNMI's
Michael Kimhas moved into the
. number four position, in men’s
individual competition.
- Kim shot a third-round gross

72 for 227 total, tied with Julian
Foret of New Caledonia who
currently holds third place. '
In first place is Daven Gopal |

of Fiji with a three-day, 221
total. !
Following in second place is °
New Caledonia’s Loic Truet at,

Continued on page 26
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round

onds from Fiji and grabbed sec-
ond.

“That was the hardest race so
far. We were so close all the way,
and we were driving in all we
got,” said Guam Women's Team
Leader Annie Gabriel.

“For the finals, we are going to
do a lot of training, and a lot of
praying. We are going to focus
and do our best to win,” she said.

Tahiti proved to a formidable
force, once more, taking first in
all the Heats they participated in,
sometimes leaving 100 to 200
meter gaps between their com-
petitors.

Contlnued on page 26

By Tony Celis

. Variety News Staff

A LATE afternoon ballgame
pitted CNMI against Guam in
men’s slowpitch (softball) com-
petition with Guam scoring 16
runs in the sixth inning for a,
28—18, ten-run rule, victory,
at Guerrero Stadium.

The Northern Marianas team
however still has one more
chanceforasilveror gold medal
after today’s ballgame against
Palau. Should CNMI win they
(CNMI) will once more play
team Guam.

CNMI is sitting on a bronze

oo b 7 ks

One more chance for
CNMI slowpitch gold

W

Photo by Eduardo C. Slguenza

.

medal at the moment.
- With the bleachers nearly @
overflowing with softball fans |
rooting both teams on the spec- i
tators were treated to an fun |
and exciting ballgame as the
two power-houses ballclubs
slammed away in effort to see
who which player could slam
one the farthest.

In the end it was team Guam
coming out on top.

After three innings of action
Guam trailed by onerunat, 8— |
9.

BT AR

TR

Then Guam changed tactics
Continued on page 26

By Tony Celis

Variety News Staff
THE FEDERATED States of
Micronesia pulled off an, 12—
7 upset over the CNMI men’s
fastpitch softball team yester-
day at Guerrero Stadium in

Hagatna.

N MI out of fastpltch competltlon

The defeat ended CNMI’s
searchformedal withrival Guam,
as the loss eliminates them from
further competition.

The ballgame appeared prom-
ising for CNMI in the opening
inning,

Leading off for CNMI Jess

Peterson reached first on an
FSM shortstop error.  Dennis
Ngeskeibei advanced Peterson
on a single before Melvin
Sakisat loaded the bases on a
walk.

Greg C. Camacho delivered

Continued on page 26
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