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THIS IS AN ENGLISH TRANSLATION FROM AN 

ARABIC INTERVIEW WITH USTAZ ABDULBAl<I 

ABUBAKAR, CONDUCTED BY AeDULMAJID AL­

IWADI, WHICH WAS PUBLISH EL' IN ONE OF THE 

MOST PRESTIGIOUS AND PROMINENT SOCIO­

POLITI CAL MAGAZINE OF KUWA IT "AL- MUZ ­

TAMAH", N0. 600, DATED 21 DECEMBER 1982 

THE STRUGGLE OF THE MORO ISLAMIC FRONT 
IN SOUTH PHILIPPI NES IS ONE OF THE 
MOST F'AMOUS JIIIAD IN OUR CONTEMPORARY 
ARA B AND ISLA MIC WORLD. ORIGINALLY, 
THE WORD MORO IS A SPANISH \-!ORD . THIS 
WORD HAS BEEN USED BY TH E SPANIS~ CO­
LONIZERS TO DESCRIBE THE MUSLI MS IN 
SOUTH PHILIPPI NES. TH E FRONT HAS INHE­
RIT ED A LONG HISTO RY OF JIHAD. IT 
STILL ENGAGES I N ITS HOLY WAR WI TH 
THE DUTCHEROUS CRUSADING SOLDIERS OF 
PRESIDENT MARCOS. 
IN THIS I NTERVIEW , THE MUZTAMAH TRIES 
TO PRESENT THE HOLY WAR OF THE MORO 
NATIONAL LIE ERAtion FRONT ( MN LF) FOL­
LOWING THE DEVELOPMENTS OF THE MUDJA­
HIDEEN STRUGGLE IN SOUTH PHILIPPINES. 
WE HAVE IN THIS I NTERVIEW ONE OF THE 
LEADERS OF THE FRONT, BROTHER ABDUL­
BAKI ABU BAKAR , THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 
FOR FOREIGN RELATIONS. BROTHER AB­
DULBAKI WAS A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE 
FRONT TO ALL NEGOTI ATIO NS THAT WERE 
CONDUCTED BETWEEN THE HNLF AND THE 
PHILIPPINE GOVERNMENT . HE HAS ATT EN ­
DED ALSO THE MEETINGS OF THE ISLAMIC 
CONFEREN CE SI NCE THE FRONT WAS ACCE­
PTED AS A MEMBER OF THE ORGANIZATION 
OF ISLAMI C CONFER EN CE (OIC) WITH A 
STATUS OF PERMA NENT OBSERV ER . 

AL- MUZTAMAH( It is known that an ag­
reement was reached between the 
Moro National Liberation Front 
(MNLF) and the Philippine gover­
nment. Was this agreement imple­
mented or not? 
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ABDULBAKI: Surely, we have arrived at 
this Agreement in December 1976 
after great efforts and exhaustive 
attempts by the OIC that acted as 
a mediator between the MNLF and 
the Philippine government. This 
negotiation resulted into what is 
called the Tripoli Agreement. Fu­
rthermore, the negotiation could 
be trac~d back to the Islamic· Fo-
reign Ministers Conference in 
1973 in Benghazi where the Confe­
rence specifically studied the 
case of the Muslims in South 
Philippines and decided in that 
Conference the creation of the 
Quadripartite Ministerial Commis­
sion (QMC) composed of Saudi Ara­
bia, Libya, Senegal and · Somalia. 
The said commission visited the 
Philippines in October of 1973. 
!t came back with a report deny­
ing all Marcos' allegations that 
the Muslims are communists. The 
same report stated further that 
the Muslims were neither commu­
nist~ nor do they have any con­
nections whatsoever with commu­
nism. But they are true Mudjahi­
deen fighting for their self-
defense and the defense , of 
their faith. The QMC forwarded 
its report to the Islamic Fore­
ign Ministers Conference in 
Kuala Lumpur in the year 1974. 

In effect, the Islamic Confe-
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rence called for a peaceful nego­
tiation between the MNLF on the 
one hand and the philippine go­
vernment on the other hand. Nego­
tiation was then accepted by the 
Philippine government and it was 
conducted under the auspices of 
the OIC in 1975. I was one of the 
MN LF negotiating panel. However, 
it failed because the Philippine 
government refused to study the 
compromised demand of the MNLF 
for Autonomy. We should bear in 
mind that the original demand of 
the MN LF was not for Autonomy, 
rather, it was for complete in­
dependence since we have never 
been part of the Philippines. We 
were only illegally annexed to 
the Philippines as a result of 
the collus ion between the Philip­
oines and the American colonizers 
in 1946. It was the American im­
perialists themselves who made 
the decision to annex our lands 
to the Philippines without the 
consent and · knowledge of · our 
people. Inspite of this fact, 
the OIC mediation urged the MNLF 
to compromise its original and 
true demand for complete inde­
pendence, inasmuch as the OIC 
resolution called for negotia­
tion within the framework of 
Philippine national sovereignty 
and territorial integrity. Fol­
lowing that resolution, we wefe 
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constrained to demand only for a 
mere autonomy, otherwise we will 
be subjected to isolation from 
the world after a long history 
of being isolated from the Muslim 
world when we have been fighting 
for almost 400 years. We fought 
against the Spaniards for more 
than 3 1/2 centuries and we con­
fronted the American Imperialists 
for 40 years. Throughout this 
long period, we were isolated 
from the islamic world. : lri . 1~74 
when we first came to the OIC t~ 
submit our case, _~e were in a sta­
te of apprehension that we might be 
isolated from the Muslim world 
again, if we will not follow 
their resolution. This goes to 
show, that our compromise from 
our original demand was to meet 
the desire of the l$lamic Con­
ference but not a compromise to 
Marcos. 

The Philippine government has 
never defeated us in any battle 
of this present war. Neither 
had we been defeated in any pre­
vious wars and we've never bowed 
down before any power on earth 
who came to colonize our country. 
In 1976, the OIC renewed its ac­
tivities to resume our negotia-

-tion for the second round. The 
Philippine government agreed to 
the proposed negotiation which 
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led into the signing of the so­
cilled Tripoli Agreement. We 
compromised many things at the 
expense of this Agreement. We 
suffered great loss because in 
accordance with the agreement the 
Philippine government will give 
autonomy to only 13 islamic pro­
vinces out of the 26 provinces 
of the Moro Muslim ancestral lands. 
In short, our compromises were two­
fold, We compromised our right for 

· political independence and second­
ly, we compromised a great part 
of our sacred land. Inspite of 
that, the . Philippine government 
has never implemented this agree­
ment from the very beginning un­
til now. 

AL-MUZTAMAH: What were the fflotives of 
President Marcos in signing the 
Aereement in 1976 which he viola­
ted immediately? And what was the 
position of the front toward pre­
sident Marcos violation of the 
said Agreement? 

ABDUL BAKI: The Philippine government 
was facin 6 serious problems duri­
nJ that time, economically, mili­
tarily and politically. President 
Marcos wanted to ease the oressu­
res against him. He was al;o af­
raid that the Muslim might be able 
to obtain material assistance from 

' 
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the islamic countries. So he pre­
tended that he wanted peace for 
the Muslims and he did not want 
bloodshed. Moreover, he acce nted 
the idea of negotiation again and 
signed the Tripoli Agreement in 
1976. There were also compelling 
reasons. Example of which was the 
economic crisis facing the Philip­
pine. The International Monetary 
Fund (I 1F ) announced that it will 
not grant another loan to Marcos 
because he had taken already the 
maximum limit from the loan and 
as you very well know, Philipp ine 
loan has already amounted to 16 
billion U.S. dollars. Aside from 
that, was Marcos' heavy reliance 
on the procurement of petroleum 
supply from the Muslim countries. 
To the extent that more than 90 
percent of Philippine daily oil 
consumption was imported from oil 
producing Muslim countries. Marcos 
was afraid that the MNLF might"be 
successful to convince the Muslim 
oil producing countries to boy­
cott their oil supply to the Phi­
lippines especially that the oil 
contract was about to end in De­
cember and subject for renewal 
in February. These reasons and . 
many more compelled Marcos to 
sign the Agreement. A period of 
two months is enough for Marcos 
to overcome all his p~oblems 
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that we mentioned. In addition, 
Marcos was able to nrocure arma­
ments from Israel within this 
period. That is why he did not 
respect tha t Agreement since its 
signing . 

As to the position of the MN LF 
with regard to the violation of 
Marcos of the Tripoli Agreement, 
it reverted back to its original 
demand for complete independence 
and self-determination for the 
Bangsamoro _people. This means 
that all i t s compromises are con­
sidered null and void. The front 
re-affirmed not to tie back it-
self with the Tripoli Agreement 
whose violation and repudiation 
have been completely materialized 
or done under the hands of Marcos. 
Likewise, the front sought to se- ' 
cure assistance and support from 
the islamic countries to achieve 
its demand. 

AL-1U ZTAMAH: Lately, it clearly ap­
pears that the operation of the 
Muslim Mudjahideen in the South 
reduced at a time when there was 
a substantial increase in the 
activities and throwing of bombs 
conducted by the communists and 
9ther groups against the Philip­
pine government. What is the re-. 
ason for that? 
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DULBAKI: Indeed, the _Phil~ppines is 
AB resently facing tnree revoluti­

p 5 • The Rightest revolution has on • . t· f grouped the oppos7 ion rom poli-
tical leaders, priests, Democrats 

nd those people . abandoned their 
~e~al opposition but were rather 
co;vinced of the necessity of 
armed resistance and they were •. 
accused by Marcos for the spit of 
bombing in Manila. !here ~s also 
a Communist revolution which is 
more dangerous because the Com­
munists revolution wants to over­
throw and overhaul th~ government. 
They are well-organized and well 
armed. They can cooperate also 
with Communists countries and or­
ganizations. in the world. For this 
reason, you hear armed encounters 
between them and Philippine gove­
rnment in the Central part of 
the country. Consequently, this 
has drawn the forces of the Phil­
ippines from the South to the 
North; thereby lessening the 
armed encounters between the Mus­
lim Mudjahideen and the Philippine 
army due to the small number of 
colonial soldiers in the South. 
The Muslim Mudjahideen are stead­
fast and strong and they control 
the rural areas. Whereas, the 
Philippine soldiers control the 
Cities. It has been confirmed 
through reports and military plans 
that we gathered from the enemy 
that they will confront first the 
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the Communists in Central oart and 
then they will return back.to the 
South to crush the Bangsamoro re­
volution. That does not mean that 
the fi ghting was over, no, the 
fi ehting is still ~oing on. Gover~ 
n □ ent policy of grabbing Muslim 
lands is similarly continuing fol­
lowine a scheme which is more dan­
gerous than firearms. 

AL- MUZTAMAH: What is the truth about 
the separation of some leaderships 
from the Front? 

ABDULBAKI: Every revolution is expec­
ted to have weak personalities 
within its ranks and we are as a 
revolutionary grouping or revolu­
tionary government similar to 
t~at of any established govern­
ments face also the same common 
problem. Thus, we have some weak 
personalities within our camps 
who have bepn oenetrated and used 
by the fhilippin~ government ind 
they were supported by the govern~ 
ment with a great deal of money 
inorder to split from the Front. 
From among them are those who have 
trampled upon the rights of others. 
For instance, the taking of others' 
wealth illegally. This kind of an 
act prompted the Front to take 
stern measures against them which 
brought about their expulsion. 
Those people who were expelle~ 
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rouped together;_but they did not 
g e the attention of the gover es cap • d th -

t for as I sai ey were pe-nmen f · netrated, Exchange o communica-
tions between th~m and the govern­
ment too k place in a secret man-

Further, they were provided 
ner, • ss t th • •-1i th Philippine pa p or s rough 
·h'ch they were able to enter Ma-
w i d Ph·1 · • 'la publicly un er J. ippine 
n~litical immunity; they preten­
~ed also that they were from se-
arate Front so that the govern~ 

~ent can say that the Moro Natio­
nal Liberation Fro~t under Nur 
Misuari's leadership can not rep­
resent the islamic movement ·in 
the intire South under the pre­
text that there were other Fronts, 
These groups join Narcos in cal­
ling that we are Communists. It 
is our belief that those peo ple 
are agents of Marcos and they do 
not possess any fighting power 
in the ground neither do they 
represent any Nusli~. Some.of them 
published his n~me in Ku~ait news­
papers that he is a Muslim from 
the Philippines who came to col­
lect financial contributions fro m 
there, 

AL-MUZTAMAH: Marcos and some a gents 
alleged that the islamic revoluti­
on headed by the MN LF is a coramu­
nist revolution, What is the pur­
pose behind their allegation? 
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ABDUL DAKI: They alleged that in order 
to create a cloud of doubts and 
confusion in the minds of the Is­
l am ic public opinion taking ad­
vantage of the f act tha t the Mo­
ro revolut i on at t his primary 
stage is st i ll revolving within 
the realm of the islamic world 
since t he MN LF is a member of the 
OIC with a s tatus of permanent 
observer and the caus e has an is­
l a mic charactzr, Such allegation 
t hat we are Co mm unists is nothing 
more but intended to sow feelin g 
of sensitivi ty on the part of re­
ligious people, 

AL- MUZTAHAH: We want you to tell us 
about the magnitude of the victo­
ry that the ~NLF 1 s Nudjahideen 
have attain ed or ga ined in South 
Philippines? 

ABDUL BAKI: The i slamic revolution has 
undeniable gains out of this stru­
gg le, As regard to the islamic 
awareness i n our country, our peop­
have co me to reali ze t he meaning 
of islamic revolution, the value 
of freedo m in their fa ith and the 
governi~g of t heir own affairs, 
This sort of victory led the Mus­
lims to su pport the M~LF struggle 
no t only secre t l y but more i mpor­
tantly publicly , Whi le in t he in­
terna t i ona l scene, our islamic 
revolution was a ble to restore 
t he line of co mm unica tion with 

ii 
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the l!uslim world after a long pe­
riod of isolation. Nowadays, there 
are 42 Muslim nations that recoa~ 
nize the NNLF as ~ight~ng Front~ 
which has proven its fightin g ca­
pability ~or the defense of Islam, 
its identity as wel! as the lives 
of Muslims there. With regard to 
military aspect, all Muslim terri­
tories have fallen under the con­
trol of our revolution exc~pt 
some Cities. We have also milita­
ry control over coastlines through 
which we could make gunboats and 
utilize them in our struggle. 

AL-MUZTAMAH: From which sources do 
you acquire supply of arms? 

ABDULBAKI: First of all, we have accu­
mulated guns from the previous 
wars we had engaged before. We 
fought against the Spaniards, ~ 
Americans and Japanese for ape­
riod of 400 years respectivelyr 
We fought against the latter in 
the second world war. Some of 
these accumulated guns are obso­
lete, while the rest are undoub­
tedly functional and useful in 
the present warfare, In the 60 1 s 
the political rivalry in the Phi~ 
lippines was too violent. 

As such, the only recourse left 
for any candidate was to organize 
and arm his own para-military 
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troops i n order to win in the elec­
tion. With the hel p of this means, 
we were able to accumulate consi­
derable nu Mbcr of arms whi ch we did 
not return t o the e ov ernment when 
the war of eenocide was launched 
against us. Instead , we use those 
arms to fi ght back . Our estimate 
of those ar ms nut the numbe r at 
30 thousand as~ orted ri f l es . Pre­
sently , we depend basi cally on 
the ene my fo r the acquisition of 
our armaments and am muniti ons by 
way of layin~ ambushes against ene­
my armed fo rces. Further more, we 
have another trick of acquiring 
guns by purchas ing the m fr om the 
Philippi ne a r my for they a re mo­
rally -weak ; they co me to the South 
to rob Musli ms of their properties 
unde r the license of standing or­
der is su ed by Presid ent l arcos 
since 1972 which is cal led "search 
and de~troy order". This li cense 
is being utilized also by the army 
to s earch every Musli m hou se to 
steal all valuabl e thin? s of the 
occupa;1 ts . '.·!he n they fi~d nothing 
to stea l from the ~usli ms , they 
rob them s ~l ves of their properties 
by selling to us their c uns su pp­
lied to t hem by the ~overn ment. 
That's why we consider the times 
of - war ' as our seas on · to harvest 
zuns fro m t he enemy . Thi s helps 
the t acti c of the r evolution to 
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acquire gun from the same type of 
gun of the enemy. This procedure 
encourages our fighters to cap­
ture war materials from the ene­
my specifically ammunition. 

AL-HUZTAMAH: You told us that the 
government is uprooting the Mus­
lims and driving them away from 
their homeland. What is their 
modus operandi? 

ABDULBAKI: They employed various 
means to uproot and drive the 
Muslims of their land in the 
past and in the present. I can 
cite some of these modus ope­
randi that serve as basis for 
Muslims to stage the revolution. 
It is a well known fact that the 
first revealed religion introdu­
ced to our island, the so-called 
Philippine islands now was the 
religion of Islam. The people 
embraced the religion of Isla~ 
voluntarily and gradually from 
the far North· to the far South. 
Manila was then the capital of 
two Nuslim Emirates until 1565 
when Spanish conquistadores 
were able to liquidate and anni­
hilate all Muslims in the area. 
As a consequence, the Spaniards 
were able to govern the northern 
and the central part of the archi­
pelago. They continued their war 
campaign as far as South wherein 

15 

they collided with the Muslims. 
This is so because the Muslim 
government there ~as more cohe-
sive and well organized than that 
of the others in the archipelago. 

After the Spanish evacuation from 
the Philippines, following their 
signing of a treaty with the Ame­
ricans in 1898, the Spaniards 
handed over the Philippines in­
cluding the Moreland without kno­
wledge of the Moro people ~o the 
Americans. Taking advantage of 
the said treaty, the American 
Imperialists passed laws to the 
effect that all land titles of 
the Moreland not duly attested by 
the Spanish athorities are auto­
matically considsred null and void. 
by virtue of this machination, all 
Muslims lands can be considered 
part and parcel of public owner­
ship of the American colonial con­
trol since no Muslim land titles 
were attested by Spanish authori­
ties ~onsidering the facts that 
the Spaniards have never governed 
the Moreland even for a single 
day throughout their control 
over the Philippine archepelago 
which was com~osed only of Luzon 
and Visayas for 3 centuries. Out 
of this American colonial law, 
the Filipinos ·took advantage of 
organizing a continuous flow of 
migration to the South. 
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In the same manner, American colo­
nial law allows every immigrant 
from the North to ~he South to own 
44 hectares of Muslim land. In con­
trast, the original inhabitants 
were allowed only to possess 4 
hectares of their own ancestral 
land. According to the same law, 
every company is allowed to ac­
quire 1600 hectares of Moreland. 
This policy opened the door for 
Christian landgrabbers from the 
North to floc k to the South with 
fake license of possessing com­
panies in order to grab as wide 
land as possible from the More­
land. 

As for the present modus operandi , 
the government of the Philippines 
is resulting to the force of arm 
to displace the Mor0s of their 
remaining land by the Christian 
migrators. They established for 
them a government identity i ,n 
the f o.r m of governor ate or others 
over the Muslim land. This is 
exactly the ' modus operandi being 
pursued by the Zionist to 
drive away the Arab Palestinians 
from their own land of Palestine 
utilizing ·various covers for ma­
chination such as the use of len­
ding institutions and others like 
the so-called development projects. 
The Philippine government nowaday s 
is making use of its lending ins­
titutions to distribute loans to 
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t o ev e r y ~us lim even wi t hout the 
the co l l ateral. When ~uslim star­
ted orga nizin~ thei r economi c 
busin ess out of these l oans t he 
army of Marcos come to r ob ' with 
t~e intent of sabotag ing the Mus­
l im e conomic livelihood which 
uill cri pple their capabilities 
to pay the loans . For instan c e 
when the money of the suffer ing 
tluslims were al r eadv con c entr a ­
ted in a place su c h as the Bar­
te r trade of Zamboan1a Ci t y last 
1980 , sudd enly the looting a r my 
of Marcos c a me and burned the 
said Ba rt er trade cent er. As 
soo~ as the Musli ms c an not pay 
t heir loans the ten tac les of the 
~overn ment mach ination come to 
the victims or their r e lativ es 
to ask the ~ for payment ot herwise 
the govcrn ment can have all the 
excuses . to seize the i r land a nd 
pro~er tics . !he pro gram of immi g ­
rati on and displac in ~ the ~u s lims 
of their land is still ~oin u on 
t ill now . 

Ano t he r ty pe of ma chinat i on wh ic h 
is being executed by the Philip­
p ine g ov ernc ent is the establ i sh ­
ment of housin ~ projects in the 
~us l i m l a~ds , es pe c ially t h ose 
l ands located at the citi e s or 
subur bs , Out of this ma chi na t i on , 
t he g ov ern me n t find rr o od r eas ons 
t o nati onalize the l ands to be , 
occ up i ed by the project s and in 



return these houses shall be used 
for rent with high rentals that 
no ordinary"'Musl±m can afford t o 
pay. Through this process, the 
Moro Muslims become forei gners in 
their own land and they find no 
house of sanctuary for themselves 
and their children. 

It is sad to note that the Philip­
pine government is conniving with 
some clergymen of Notre Da me scho­
ols in the Moro areas by allowina 

·the Muslim to teach their own is: 
lamic religion in these catholic 
missionary schools with the end 
in view of preventing them indi­
rectly from setting up their own 
islamic schools. The most sacri­
legious acts being perpetrated 
by Marcos machination program 
are the Filipino Christian sol­
diers are getting married to Mus­
lim women by force or other abo­
minable acts. These sacreligio~s 
acts are carefully designed to 
produce a generation of mix Mus­
lim-Christian blood that shal l 
constitute new generation with 
less fervor of national feeling 
of identity or being colonized 
people. It can be deduced fro m 
here that in the future Moro 
Muslims shall be governed by 
those sons of illegitimate (mur­
tads) and bastard individuals. 

AL-MUZTAMAH: Where is the location 
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of conc entration of Muslims i n 
the Phili ppines? And what is 
their numb er? 

ADDULBAKI : The total number of the 
ll or o Muslims is estimated at 
7 mi llion or more out of 50 
million populat ion of the Phi ­
lippines: Th e place of t hei r 
concent r a t i on is located a t t he 
South of the Ph ilippines with l and 
ar ea of 38µ of the total l and ar ea 
of the Ph ilippine s . The Muslim la­
nds a r e aericultural and almost 
100 % luxuriant . As f or the mari-
ne r es ources , t he lloro sea is con­
sidered t he richest sea in the re ­
gi on if not in the whole world be­
cause it is be ing protected a nd 
f or tified f r om the east by Minda­
nao and other Moro island and f ro m 
the South by Sulu ar chipelago, 
wh i le f r om the nor th by Palawrin 
island . So all fish f rom Pac i fi c 
Ocean , China sea and Celebes sea 
r un int o the Mor o sea sin ce t his 
sea is seldom subjected to ti da l 
waves . However, I melda Mar cos , 
wife of Pr es i dent llarcos is ex­
ploit i nb this rich Noro marine 
resour ces by t he deployment of 
tens of fishin g gunboats to 
coll ect what in fact belong to 
the Moros and expo r t them to 
f or eign co un t ries just to sa tis­
fy her desire fo r milli ons of 
dollars , while t he Nus lims can 
no t go fishin g be cause the Phi -
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lippine naval boats will run after 
them and massacre them. 

AL-MUZTAMAH: When did the genocidal 
.campaign against the Moro Muslims 
start under the han~s of Marcos? 
And what is the estimated number 
of the victims? 

ABDUL~AKI: · The genocidal campaign sta­
rted wayback in 1968 and the es­
timated number of casualties from 
the Muslim civilians since 1968 
till now is not less than 135,000 
with more than 500 masjid turned 
into ashes. But the martyrs from 
the Mudjahideen are very few, 
only around 3 to 5 thousand. On 
the enemy side, the Muslim Mudja­
hideen have inflicted heavy casu­
alties on them. As per our sta­
tistics, enemy forces suffered 
a death toll of 45 thousand. In 
the mid 70s, we · destroyed than 
no less than 45 tanks and armored 
vehicles and we shot down 22 Ame­
rican-made fi ghting aeroplanes 
including sabre jets. The geno­
cidal war against the Muslims is 
intensifying in a more sophisti­
cated manner. President Marcos 
himself has confessed that his 
regime has slaughter~d 60 thou­
sand Muslims in 1980, while the 
Chief of the ··armed forces ·· • of 
the Philippines in (Southern 
Command) confessed also but he 
put the figure at 75 thousand. 
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Contrary to what they said, our 
statistics which bear the victims' 
names show that 13 5 thousand is 
the accurate figu re of Muslims 
mas sacred by the barbaric reBime 
of Marcos. 

AL-l-lUZTA l·IAH : \-/h en did the 1i!LF start 
i~s holy war against the Philip~ 
pine government? 

ABDUL BAKI: The war between us and 
the Philippine gov ernment broke 
out .in 1972 but the ~enocidal 
war against us started in 1968. 
That date confirms the fact the 
the campaign of extermination 
a ainst the Muslims was launched 
after a thorough study and care­
ful planning by the Philippine 
governme nt since the timin~ was 
made to ~oincide with the ~us­
lims' setback in 1967 when they 
can not pay attention t o Vuslim 
problems outside of the 4iddle 
East. The islamic revolution 
did not start from a vacuum. It 
came into being as a positive . , 
response to the genocide against 
us in which the MNLF saw it 
i mperati ve to start the mili tary 
resistance as the only viable so­
lution to solve our conflict af ­
ter all peaceful means have been 
exhausted. The ~N LF is comoosed 
of educated young Nuslims • who 
are sinqere believers in the. 
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principles of Isla~. T~e MNLF 1 s 
name came to the limelight in 1972 
only when it was able to acquire 
power sufficient f~r.it to exerci­
se political and military role as 
well. After a lapse of 1 year, we 
were able to submit the cas e to 
the Foreign Ministers Conference 
of the OIC. I can still re member 
that the first country t hat i n­
vi t ed the attention of the OIC 
to the Bangsamoro case was the 
state of Kuwait in 1972 at Jed­
dah 1 s Islamic Foreign Ministers 
Conference. 

AL- MUZTAHAH: We would like you to 
explain to us the extent of con­
tribution · of the islamic coun~ 
tries in extending assistance 
to the case of the Muslims in 
South Philippines. 

ABDULBAKI: In reality, the contri~ 
butions are very great. By vin­
tue of the initiatives underta­
ken by the islamic countries, 
the signing of the Tripoli a g­
reement was forged even if it 
was not implemented. Similarly, 
the recognition and acceptance 
afforded to us by the OIC as 
a member of the Organization 
with a status of permanent ob­
server has given the MNLF a 
distinctive political personality 

_enabling it to defend itself and 
struggle for its people's rights 
for self-determination. 
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0 YE WHO BELIEVE! IF YE WILL AID 
(THE CAUSE OF) GOD, HE WILL AID 
YOU, AND PLANT YOUR F~ET FIRMLY. 
BUT THOSE WHO REJECT GOD, FOR 
THEM IS DESTRUCTION, AND (GOD) 
WILL RENDER .THEIR DEEDS ASTRAY 
(FROM THEIR MARK). 

-HOLY QUR 1AN, 47:7-8 
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'The Philippine government has never defeated us 

in any battle of this present war. Nr.ilher had we been 

defeated in any previous wars and we've never bowed 

down before any power on earth who came to colonize 

our country.• 

USTAZ ABDULBAKI ABUBA!(AR 




