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TWO

Revolution is the

oilly solution to

the Philippine crisis

Liberal Party candidates at Plaza Mirands and the suspension of the

writ of Habeas Corpus, Marcos has created the “excuse”™ and the phere of terror y to ‘lxlunch

tensive and viclous attack so far against the fast growing gth of the national d and
e e"‘I‘:)mss in the Philippines. In th:-’plul month he has has tightened his grip on the government

rppmt\u and shifted the repressive machinery of the military into high gear. The repression is being

direc the | mass organizations of the M for a D tic Philippines.
A stt;oai:g :‘ %P P L in the last itsue), Over 700 members and sympathizers of

the mvhnc been arrested WITHOUT CHARGES all over the country. It is clear that Marcos is
ible for i ifying the fascist rule in the Philippines.

With the terrorist bombing of the

{4

MARCOS IS THE PUPPET OF U.S. IMPERIALISM
tion of the U..?. are desparate

The recent fascist moves of Marcos and the active gem t and iction
defensive measures on their part (o attempt to hold back and divert the onal D C £ lg
the Philippines. When Marcos screams that there is a revolutionary sting in the Philippines, he
absolutely correct. There are long-standing contradictions that must inegmbly be resolved and the
revolutionary storm developing in the country will resofve these major contradictions - this is what the U.S.

and Marcos want to prevent.

NO INDEPENDENCE
for the Filipino nation

ntradiction is between the right of ignty and indcpend
.nm?:mz foited dependent rel. - hip to U.S. imperiali Juﬂaslhel’i_lipinopeople)w'fe
about 1o assert their ind pend: from Spanish colonialism, the United States tepp ‘.m and y
blocked the revolution of 1898. Since that time, Philippine history can be divided into t’he A
colonisl and (after 1946), its neo-colonial periods. The national aspi for g P
continues to be frustrated and the principal obstacle is U.S. imperialism,

All the major sectors of the Philippine 1y are controlled by U.S. capitalist i Therefore, the
Philippine economy is geared towards complementing the U.S. economy (providing investment
opportunities, markets, cheap labor, aw ials) and NOT t ds developing an ind dent and stable
national economy

This i trol refl itself in the political arenz — the U.S. government is the most powerful
political entity in the Philippines. Militarily, U.S. forces have complete freedom on Philippine territory;
even the nominal Philippine Armed Forces are advised, supplied and q ly iled by the U.S.

The educational 3y and culture of the y are also dominated by American infl 1t is clear that
the Philippi is an Ameri lony. There is no genuine independence. The Filipino people are
A 1

awing more ‘ of this Al and they are \ d move
?men\}m. W u US, poly A fitls MOST from the statlus quo, and it will do
everything In it powet Lo tarm back the e R ‘: nthe ¥ . Puppet regl
e the means by which the US, 0\ pend 8O e 5 a
ot US. \mp

ydaay
which b

NO DEMOCRACY

The d major diction is tied up with the first — that is, the contradiction between the masses of
Filipino p and middle classes and the tiny handful of landlords, ipradors  and P
politicians. This parasitic ruling ciass could not last one week without the active backi 1g of U.S. imperiali:

- that is why the two be sep L (U.S. Imperialism also couldn’t last wihout dors.)

As soon as the U.S. established its rule, over the dead bodies of 600,000 thousand Filipinos and a 6 year
wa, it came to the rescue of 3 dying feudalism, The U,S. guaranteed to protect the property rights of the
hacenderos and the Church. They integrated this old order into the imperialist system by ging the
ghnl!'m of sugar, tobacco and other agricultural export crops. The Landlords who played ball with the

profited hand ly and b the backbone of the Filipino ruling class, Americast schools
were opened to the most intelligent sons of the petitive middie class and smaller landlords, in order to
e 150 e

train these sons to b the least principled and most self- g ts in the col
The most corrupt and ruthless of the b managed (o “work™ themselves into the ruling class.
Today, the Filipino ruling class consists of these two basic cf the landlord dors and the

bumuq:l capitalists. They can all trace their fortunes and positions of power to selling out their country
to U, interests and to the exploited labor of the Filipino people.

The Filipino ruling class is not more than 3% of the population - even if we expand this groy to
include the minor functionaries, b and apologists, it hardly app h IO%I:Inomel?vor:s.hgo%
of the Filipino people have no stake in the p jonial - in fact, they are systematically
kept at 8 disadvantage in this political-economic system. The gap between the “haves’ and the “have nots™
gow wider each year. The few display their luxury around the world, while the vast majority survive at

level (just gh food, housing and clothing to keep alive and functioning).

The political system is thoroughly corrupt and bends only to the “will” of mo and influence.
Therefote, duplte.lll the high ding talk about d Y, 90% of the Filipino pel:;yle are politically
dis-enfranchised with NO REAL | over the direction and policies of their country. THERE IS NO
DEMOCRACY IN THE PHILIPPINES. It is clear that when M that “d in the Phil
ippines is bemg_‘thgu(e'ned by communist revolution" he is only trying to scare and confuse the people. The

of the D : Revolution will blish d y in the Philippines for the first time,
that s, the rule of the majority of the workers and p
Pl dorsaid b 5

oy ¥

over that of the handful minority of parasitic

MARCOS IS A BUREAUCRAT CAPITALIST

It is essential to realize that M fascism is the duct of historical forces that im
A, 1, 2 ‘h’
P of d y in the Philippines. It is no different essentially fi .
adm'lniﬂnuons in so faz as all of them shared in the tasks of perp ing feudalism :lrlniu'w l"mml,h“:
Philippines safo for American Imperialism. All these governments have served the same political and
economic interests and have mado “independence”™ nothing but a CHEAP FARCE!

Marcos is the sixth presid

since “independence”™ was granted in 1946, During the Roxas
that inag the Ameri P d republic, Perdinand M. was a vs rmmpl:!d?ncy
Luzon. .Mucol was 2 Roxas boy and like the rest of his kind, made money and prominence from the

ption and debauchery of those post-liberation days. He d during the successive presidencies
and by the first year of his own presidency, landed among the top income “carmers” of the country. TIME
magazine called him the “richest man in Asia”, and a 1970 report by Franz Pick reveals that Mascos has
more “liquid™ assets than the Philippine government. The San Francisco Exami inatains he is worth
over 150 million dollars and the Manila Chronicle has labeled him the “richest oligarch” in the Philippincs,
Jize all the politicians before him, Marcos has combined both *public service and financial success: people
wb?le rise (0 wealth and power depends on their access to political office, descrve 10 be called bureaucrat
capitalist. . ’

While going
UL

to press...

Peoples® Republic of China has been
given its rightful seat in the United
Nations, A major defeat for WJS im-
perialism andreactionaries who have
tried to blockade China for over 20
years. An event that is welcomed by
progressive and revolutionary people
throughtout the worid.

KALAYAAN in the f)ecember issue
will cover this event and Peoples’
Republic of China in more detail,
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MARCOS IS A FASCIST

All fascist attempt to hide their real intentions behind fevered anti E igns — Marcos i

% nist paigns — s true
to form. All the social unrest that exists in the Philippines is being blamed on the Filipino communists. The
rightecus and growing anger of the Filipino people over the exploitation, cofruption and inequality that has

or g is blamed on “foreign instigations™. This is a stupid argument that cannot hold wat

= wherever there is exploitation, there will be resi - oy mm::ﬁl t:e:'::ounbo:; ue':
injustice haye been identified and elimi d. The basic probl of the Philippines stems from imperialism
and feudalism and NOT from “foreign subversion™ and the Communist Party of the Philippines.

Anti-communism is just a trick to scare the middle classes into sting the t, divert national
nllem’ion away from the real and. pressing problems, while y TN moeO e i il
e and progressive forces which are now demanding genuine social change. This is

exactly what Marcos is doing; HE HAS GOTTEN SO DESPARATE THAT ANYONE WHO IS IN
OPPOSI“(')N. TO .lllS REGIME IS LABELED A “COMMUNIST". Meanwhile, this “defender of
democracy” is having people arrested without or ch and ordering d demonstrators
shot down in the streets of Manila, M: if

W has established himself as a fascist in the eyes of the world. His
mad raving :pproaclgcs that of Hitler and his ruthlessness equals that of Chian-Kai-Shek. And like them, he
too will be defeated in his foolish attempts to hold back the forces of history.

MARCOS WILL BE DEFEATED!!!
THE NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC REVOLUTION WILL BE VICTORIOUS!!!

Al the U.S.-Marcos plans have backfired ~ the pted terror paign has only served to heighten the
level of struggle of the Filipino people for 2 democratic and a truly independent country. In all of Marcos®
ravings about the communists, he has been unable to even locate or apprehend any member of the Party.
His pledge to destroy the New People’s Army has been met by increased activity and success by the NPA.
His attempts to intimidate the legal mass organizations of the M for a D ic Philippines have
been answered with greater and more defiant demonstrations almost daily in Manila and other cities
throughout the country. The d ions have recieved the wide support and ¢ from the
masses of Filipino people. «

In short, the “anti-~communist crusade™, one of the major psychological weapons in the arsenal of US.
imperialism, has failed in the Philippines. The days are gone forever when U.S. Imperialism and its local
lackeys can lie and confuse the majorily of Filipino people. Fascism by any other name smells the same and
the people can no longer be fooled about who their real enemies are. The road to sweeping and

Y
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fundamental changes in Philippine sacicty is irresistible. These 2 be stopp

TODAY MARCOS IS THE MOST HATED MAN IN THE PHILIPPINES; politically he is more isolated
from the people than any other president has been. M Y inued stay as president is the result of the

support he is recieving from the United States government, and this makes it even clearer to the people his .

puppet nature. Hi » the National D (i grows ger every day, through and
. through hard struggle, the lution will the basic dictions in the Philippines, which are U.S.
imperialism, d ic feudalism, and b italism. To argue that mere rhetoric and indignation are

sufficient (o smash hese forees is to mislead the masses into slaughter at the hands of ruthless enemies.
'Unless the masses are able to destroy the reactionary forces with the very means by which these forces
exploit and oppress them, there can be no revolution, no new society, and no real victory. The days of
Marcos and his master U.S, imperialism are numbered in the Philippines!!!

OVERTHROW THE MARCOS FASCIST PUPPET DICTATOR SHIP!!!

* LONG LIVE THE NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC REVOLTUION!!!

POLITICS GU/DFs

- THREE

e Y oae revolutionsry  Maecos, alvaady be bas sent Ty e
youth groups struggling for the Nativmal Philippines to M‘u:::ﬁ-tb
Drmoe!'tﬂc revolution  agmisdt (LS. ntigwiats Kalaynss ints sbeece. However,

To quote deectly Grom our first edidosial: the worid 12 favar of rvolmtoa. The social
“The Kahayma hhmnl 3 toduy’s ‘fosres teat will seal the doom ol Marcos set
answer {0 the aeed of the overseas Filipieo the  cosrupt 38d eploitative muse he
0 be awgre of the multi-facted problesss of Predects are developesy more rapadly (s at
Ius people. both here and back hame. Like -amy other tme history, These == mo
its predocessors. it hopes 10 wrve 35 e reactivamy furces <apable ' parmanemsly
vaageard of truth and disseat, where iruth & bolding beck this tide o revaintioa.
shielded by ignomece aod dissest
intimidated in (o sieat discontent.”

are

be strieght-forwerd and consisteat sbout its | the LS. the straggle b dyvoboping. (a
pospoctive  (the  method n which it word-wide nattls there can be w et thong
and givas sigaific sace wialated a3 newsmdwy. KALAYAAN Wi e
facts ) It shold agmn mad nguin ke ibe poedecemsors wands firvaly om the wd 1 i
paize 10 try 0 abow the bme of hinkmg cxplosted = o prememed ponee.
which lead it to take certain positions sad May the KALAYAAN ubiuys siiie teovg
0 make cortain conclusions. ot the howrts «f rosctiomsre wl ol Lsed
May it dways come 10 the duloan - e
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ONWARD

WITH THE NATIONAL

WHAT HAS HAPPENED? ™

Auigusi 21 - proclamation rally of the Liberal Party
for this year’s local elections. Two grenades thrown at
platform. 10 people including a 5 year old boy killed.
Liberal Party candidates all injured, two very serious-
ly.

AATION T0f;
o8 ek

12:00 midnight - Pres. Marcos SECRETLY

suspenids writ of habeas corpus.

August 22, - beginning of the mass arrests through-
ultt the country - starting at 9:00 a.m. with a raid on
Philippine College of Commerce and arrest of its
President - Nemesio Prudente and a professor
Teadusio Lansang. Later arrested were Roger
Anienda, Luzvimindo David secretary general of the
Kabataang Makabayan, David de los Reyes and many
more progressive elements.

Bombing of City Hall, and the Water Main in San
Juan Rizal.

August 23, - The Fascist puppet Marcos goes on
natiopwide television to announce suspension of the
writ - TWO FULL DAYS AFTER HE PROCLAIMED

e 1
LN
- 3 m:)wuw:-f‘-‘w’

Party of coddling the ‘Communists’.

August 24, - Massive indignation all throughout
the country. Demonstrations by over 70 organ-
izations start today, occurring daily in the days to
come. Many colleges and universities are closed due
to student boycott.

As the revolutionary consciousness and forces
grow among the Filipino people, so too the repression
and terror inflicted by the Manila government upon
the progressive and demo. cratic elements grows. Con-
tradictions have been such that the Marcos Regime
has used outright fascism to crush any opposition.

Under the Marcos regime alone, there has been an
endless row of ,butchery and 1d suffer-
ing. The Filipino people can still recall - fresh in their

minds, the Lapiang Malaya incident in which
supposed ‘insane fanatics' were mowed down because
they cried for social change. It is still fresh for many
minds to recall the Comegidor Massacre in which
many Muslim brothers were shot to be quited down.
It is still fresh in many minds the Mendiola Murder in
which students were butchered to crush any national
democratic aspirations. The Culatingan Massacre, the
Capas Massacre, the Tarlac Massacre, all have their
identical story of people versus Imperialism and its
lackey, the fascist puppet Marcos.

Bombings also occurred at the houses of Cong.
Cojuangco, Senator Roy, and at the Philippine
College of Commerce. already raided by Troops two
days earlier. 2

Students of PCC march 1o Malacanang Palace to
denpunce unwarranted detention of Dr. Prudente,
and of other prof and student

The Plaza Miranda Massacre of Aug. 21 is
only another common occurrence - but one that has
become very significant in the totality of the
Philippine social process. :

e Al

August 25, - Manila Times reports 120 nabbed all
throughout the country. But they realize it is a
conservative estimate. With no word whatsoever from
Camp Crame ( where the detainees are held) no one
could ascertain how many victims were held by the
Mareos terror campaign. Student sources say over 700
hundred.

For the first time, the Filipino people have been
subjected to the most massive anti-communist drive
the country has ever known. Under this antiquated
McCarthysist guise, Marcos has unleashed in des-
peration all the reactionary forces he can muster to
squelch the national democratic forces, a force that
signals the inevitable destruction of the old order and
the emergence of the new. The shift of the Marcos
Regime to blatant Fascism by the suspension of the
writ shows the intensification of class struggle. This
overt polarization of political forces exposes the fact
that Marcos - puppet of U.S. Imperialism and defend-
er of the local elite, is engaged in an irreconcillable
battle with the masses of the Filipino people.

August 31, - Senator Jose W. Diokno resigns from
the Nacionalista Party in conflict over the suspension
of the privelege of the writ of Habeas corpus.

September 9, - Supreme Court asked to release
| detainees since there has been government failure to
file charges against them within one week from Sept.
15

September 14, - LARGEST rally ever held in Plaza
Mirands - over 60,000 persons attend to condemn
President Marcos and his suspension of the writ.

September 17, - The Fascist Marcos partially lifts
suspension of writ - in some provinces, but remains in
areas of major dissent.

September 20, - announcement that Imelda
Homualdez Marcos - the first lady will run in 1973 to
stop *‘the communists.”

October 4, - Demonstration in Caloocan against
suspension of writ turns into bloodbath. Students
ambushed by fascist troops. Three killed over 30
wounded.

Top: photo taken minutes after the bombing. Note platform wreckage and
dishevelled chairs. Ten people including a five year old boy died in this
new massacre of the Marcos Regime.

THE PLAZA MIRANDA MASSACRE IS THE
EXCUSE FOR MARTIAL LAW!

The Philippines is a semi-feudal, semi-colonial
state, with an economy in the stranglehold of Amer-
ican Monopoly Capitalism. Over 70% of the people
are farmers, nearly 30% are urban based workers,
petty bourgoisie and only less than 1% owning over
60% of the means of production ( land, factories etc.)
- are the big landlords, Compradors and bureaucrat
Capitalists, This smali percentage has in its power the
state and all its coercive ngencies to lengthen the stay
of American Imperialism and local exploiters in the
country.

As of mid - 1971, foreign debt is to the tune of 1.9
billion dollars. A rate of growth of 3.5% ( one of the
highest in the world) in a population of 39 million
people. Unemployment is well over 10% and under-
employment is anywhere from 30 - 70%.

This economic chaos can be attributed to Amer-
ican lmperialism from its first act of making the
country a raw material exporter, finished products
importer ( Payne-Aldrich Act 1909) to the vulgar and
arrogant Bell Trade Act which allowed American
Monopoly Capitalism to freely exploit our natural
resources.

This of course has been confronted by the people
with increasing strength. The New People’s Army is
gaining many victories in the countryside. The
st?dents and progressive elements in the city have
raised the banner of national democracy and has

I:;Invely faced whatever Fascist tactics used to supress
em.

The Marcos Regime - crumbling as it is - has
needed a good ‘excuse’ for imposing Martial Law.
Plaza Miranda was a well constructed ‘excuse’ to
launch the anti-democratic terror campaign. With the
suspensiop of the writ and raising the ‘spectre of
com.mtfmsm'. he has been able to detain over 700
patriotic elements throughout the country, not to
mention the. maiming of the entire opposition thus
Insuning a “victory” for his party this November, and
for future November elections,

Marcos® preposterous ac .

D cusations that the New
Zﬁrle szm‘y.h"d a hand in the bombing can be
NPAy refuted if one studies the programme of the
(erro'ris'mey do not believe whatsoever in anarchist -
stmegy";,:: :lhw:; the P ";}3 Miranda massacre. Their
i s one of first capturi try-
side and later encircling the cities.p“"mg S———

(continued next page)

“Such assasination attempts are not the doings of
the NPA but rather that of a person whose political
bankruptcy causes him to kill off his opposition party
and blame the ‘communists’ so as to also silence the
increasing clamor of the students - peasants - worker
alliance for a new democratic Philippines.

After the declaration of the suspension of the writ
- a survey was taken up in Manila - and it clearly
revealed only 14% found the suspension a neccessary
step. Over 49% adamantly rejected the writ
suspension.

For the fascist Marcos regime, it has the mistaken
illusion that it has gained a new lease in life. The
truth is that the masses will only struggle with greater
effort to overthrow this scoundrel - dictator.

EVERYDAY since the suspension, students have
demonstrated in huge numbers at Malacanang Palace
and Plaza Miranda. There have been killings like the
recent Caloocan massacre - but bullels have litd.e
effect on a people who have decided to change their
society and eliminate oppression and exploitation.

President Marcos, the most beloved puppet of
American Imperialism, the most beloved defender of
the ruling elite shall soon recieve the people.s wrath

;vith a fury not even his politico-wife can defend him
rom, .

Top, largest rally held at Plaza Mi-
randa, over 60,000 people denounce
suspension of writ and the fascist

Marcos. Left: Sen. Diokno one of thd
speakers protesting the writ suspen

sion,

DEMOCRATIC REVOLUTION!!

A NATION INDIGNANT
COMMENTS

Sen. Gerardo M. Roxas, president of the Liberal Party
said, * that we have reached that stage is of course
traceable to the failure of President Marcos to provide
sound and stable leadership. Those who are aware of
the technical implications of the President's decision
know the gravity of his actions. The citizen’s
individual liberty is now imperilled and the processes

~of our courts will be of no avail to secure his right
once transgressed by those entrust with the powers of
state.”

Sen. Benigno Aquino Jr. said, *“* We were bombed in
Plaza Miranda. We were almost wiped out. And this is
now the very reason being used by Mr. Marcos to gag
us or put us in his stockade. There is no rebellion.
There is no invasion. There is really no imminent
danger to the Republic which Mr. Marcos vowed five
years ago to make great. What then is the real reason
for the suspension of the writ of habeas corpus?
While the opposition is keenly interested in ferreting
out the evil hands of Plaza Miranda, we hold this
should not be used as an excuse to wage a country
wide arrest and trial without benefit of bail or trial.
In one single manuever, in one signal blast, Mr.
Marcos has felled his two most consistent critics, the
‘Opposition’ Liberals and the student activists.”

Sen. Jose W. Diokno of the Nacionalista Party
declared that the bombing of the Liberal Party “‘does
not constitute such a danger to the public safety as to
justify the suspension of the writ. The suspension
with a possiblity that anyone - laborer, farmer,
student, intellectual, professional, or mass media
members - can be arrested, with or without warrant,
legally or illegally, creates added tension. Under these
circumstances, only the brave would dare to speak his
mind fully and freely without fear of inviting
reprisal,”...

House Assistant Minority floor leader Ramon H.
Felipe of Camarine Sur said, ** the suspension is cven
a bigger bomb than the grenade explosion of Plaza
Miranda. We are now in a police state. The opposition
is now muzzled. Even our parliamentary immunity is
suspended in effect.”

Rep. Jose B. Lingad, Liberal Party Pampanga
declared that the President’s actions, “appeared to
fall into the pattern precieved by the Liberal Party of
the President trying to perpetuste his administration
in power.”™

In a privelege speech which set of floor discussions
on the fascist edict, delegate Jose Mari Velez of Rizal
said ,* the suspension of the writ is a sword of
Damocies over the convention for anyone of us here
is a target.”™

Delegate E. Voltaire Garcia Il of Rizal said,“ the
suspension only makes more manifest the fascistic
character of the Marcos Regime. By suspending the
writ, President Marcos has taken the first solid step
towards the establishment of a dictatomship.” He
predicted that in due time, “Martial Law will be
declared.”

He further lambasted the “‘duplicity™ and
“deception” in the proclamation. While the
proclamation was declared only at 1:00 p.m. of
August 23, it was dated Aug. 21, “If we are to take
the proclamation at its face value, it appears that for
two full days the Filipino people were made to
belicve that they still enjoyed their constitutional
right to personal liberty when in fact, the same was
already circumscribed by the procalamtion which
Marcos kept from their knowledge. However, I
suspect that the proclamation was antedated to
legalize the obviously illegal arrest made on the
activists,” Garcia said.

Delegate Jose Lachica of Sorsogon said of the
fascist puppet proclamation.* the greatest terrorism
perpetrated by the administration.™

The National Press Club through its Board of
Directors deplored the suspension as a “‘severe blow
to civil liberties involving the freedom of the press,
freedom of speech, freedom of assembly without
which democracy cannot survive. The suspension of
the writ is il advised and not justified by
circumstances invoked to support it. It has grave
implications. Even to the right of the people to
express themsclves freely in the electioms. The
suspension comes in the. midst of an election
campaign which neccessitates the untrammelled
discussion of public issues. Through this
proclamation, the Administration has created a
climate of fear that would make it difficult for the
media and the citizens to exercise their civil liberties,
that is to speak out their minds and take their rulers
to task for malgovernment - without fear of reprisal
from the state in the name of “public order”. We
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condemn the attempt of political assasination at Plaza
Miranda, but we are fearful that in the process, to
bring to the bar of justice those reponsible for this
treacherous act the suspension of the writ of habeas
corpus could bring more injustice and Injury to
democratic principle by which free men have given
their lives to uphold.”

The Amado V. Hermmandez Foundation said it vicws
with “grave concern the presidential proclamation.
Alarming as the proclamation may be, however, it has
not beon completely unexpected. Recent events have
tended towards an intensi fication of repressive
actions taken by the state against the Filipino people;
Jabldah, Capsas, Cotabato, Corregidor, Mendiola,
Laplang Malaya, May Ist 1971, and Plaza Miranda.”

The Kabataang Makabayan (Natlonalist Youth)
press release of August 24 says in part:

“The Kabataan Makabayan of the Phillppines, the
vangua,d of militant natlonal democratic youth
organization which has been waging a resolute
struggle against U.S. Imperialism, domestic feudalism
and bureaucrat capitalism in the propaganda and
cultural field since Its historic founding in 1964 has,
in the last week, undergone a vicious attack along
wlth other national democratic legal mass
organizations by the Marcos puppet regime of the

Philippines. The puppet-fascist President has we feel
with the complete connivance of the CIA, instituted
virtual Martial Law, suspended the privelege of the
Writ of Habeas Corpus and began mass amests of
patriotic and progressive leaders including the General
Secretary of the Kabataang Makabayan, Luzvimindo
David; the President of the Philippine College of
Commerce, Dr. Nemesio Prudente; delegate to the
Constitutional Convention, Atty. E. Vollaire Garcia;
thirteen other professors; Chairman Sixto Carlos of
one of our fraternal national democratic
Organizations the Samahang Demokratiko ng
Kabataan, and countless others who are being held
incommunicado at the Camp Crame stockade. In
tonight’s address before the nation, this terrorist dog
Marcos declared that the Kabataang Makabayan was a
subversive organization which was out to overthrow
the ‘existing order’ of imperalist domination,
semi-feudal conditions of 75% of our people, and the
bureaucrat capitalists like Marcos himself who runs
the corrupt puppt state like his own private
corporation and rates as one of the biggest feudal
landlord and comprador capitalist exploiter in Asia.
Marcos has attempted to link the Kabataang
Makabayan to the outlawed Communist Party of the
Philippines (rectified) and to the military arm of the
CPP the New People’s Army which is heroically
waging armed struggle in the countryside and

implementing s program of agrarian revolution.
W . the Kadb Makabayan is a legal mass

organization whose task it is to wage the cultural

revolution in the cities which is of cowse
qualitatively different from the armed struggle of the
New People’s Army and the vanguard Communist
Party.

Marcos’ recent de facto declaration of Martial Law
and de facto outlawing the Kabataan Makabayan can
be seen in the light of the increasing strength and
military victories of the NPA and the inability of the
fascist puppet state to suppress a popular revolution.
Since it is virtually impossible for him and his U.S.
military advisors to defeat the NPA in battle, the
Marcos clique has now commence its last ditch efforts
to suppress the legal mass organizations of the
national democratic movement...

These desperate moves of Marcos are certainly
nothing new to our movement or organization since
our National Chairman Nilo Tayag is presently being
incarcerated at Camp Crame on subversion charge,
our founding chairman Jose Ma, Sison is the object of
an intense manhunt by the puppet state which claims
he is the Chairman of the Communist Party of the

Philippines, Amado Guerrero, our former General

Secretary Carlos del Rosario was kidnapped and

murdered by the Marcos regime several months ago,

and countless of our members have been arrested or
martyred in the heinous massacres of the Marcos
regime. Our organization will certainly continue
undaunted in its historic task of mobilizingthe

Filipino youth whether legal or illegal, whether armed

or unarmed, whether in the city or in the countryside

and will fight along with the Filipino masses until the
last man or woman.

Under these grave circumstances, we are hoping for
your cooperation in the spreading of the truth about
our situation and if it is at all possible we are asking
for international support particularly in propaganda
which can certainly materially aid our people
particularly in propaganda. The system of U.S.
imperislism which breeds the puppet monster of the
Marcos, Thieu, and Chiang Kai-Shek variety is a
worldwide system and can only be defeated by &
world wide effort to isolate it and all its running dogs
as the main enemy of the people of the world today,
Only through an international united front based on
our common interests can this enemy, the paper tiger
that it is be defeated. We arc hoping that you and you
organization can lend us some international support
and publicize our cause in your country;

The Communist Party of tho Philippines, through
its newspaper Ang Bayan issued a press release on
Aug,. 24, saying:

“The Communist Party of the Philippines on it's
own behalf and also on behalf of the Now People's
Army which it leads expresses the strongest
indignation over the Plaza Miranda massacre of
August 2ist which resulted in the death and Injury of
so many people, including the top leadership of the
Llberal Party.

The dastardly act is directed not only against the
Liberal Party but also against all opposition and the
entire Filipino people. The terrorist character and
mad scheming of the U.S. Marcos clique are amply
proven not only by the latest massacre and previous
massacres but also by the suspension of the writ of
habeas corpus on a nationwide scale and without any
basls. Beyong doubt, the Marcos Fascist puppet
cligue is bent on monopolizing political power
through militarist, anti-communist and anti-dem
ocratic methods.

The U.S, - Marcos clique has steadily taken the path
of military dictatorship against the broad masscs of
the people. We are witness today to the imposition of
an undisguised militarist rule. The U.S.-Marcos regime
is employing every method it can borrow from the
black book of Hitler in order to create
anti-communist hysteria, silence every kind of
opposition and monopolize political power at
gunpoint...

It is obviously stupld and callous for the
U.S.-Marcos clique to blame the Communist Party of
the Philippines and the New People’s Army for every
evil that its own minions perpetuate. That the blame
for the Plaza Miranda massacre should be made to fall
on the Party and the people’s army long before the
actual solution of the case ( a solution that will not
come because of U.S.-Marcos authorship of the
crime) only betrays the criminal responsibility of the
U.S.-Marcos clique itself...

There is nothing to fear from the suspension of the
writ of habeas corpus or the imposition of martial
law. The situation which the U.S.-Marcos clique has
created in Greater Manila and throughout the country
is no different from the situation in Tarlac,
Pampanga, Isabela and many other areas where the
Party, the people’s army and the revolutionary masses
themselves create their own freedom of action by
uniting together and taking the initiative into their
hands in fighting the enenty.

We unite with all patriotic and progressive forces
that are willing to purge the country of the fascist
tyranny and puppetry of the Marcos ruling clique. By
isolating and destroying the Marcos fascist puppet

clique, we advance the revolutionary movement

against U.S. Imperialism, feudalism, and bureaucrat
capitalism...

PgﬂPLE’S WAR IS THE ANSWER TO MARTIAL
LAW,

CENTRAL COMMITTEE
COMMUNIST PARTY OF THE PHILIPPINES

The Samahang Demokratikong Kabataan (SDK)
through its national spokesman, Reynaldo Vea, said:

“The SDK is formally opposed to any terrorist
attack and is firmly convinced that the recent
bombings starting with the Plaza Miranda carnage was
the handiwork of Malacanang and the ClA elements
with the expressed purpose of justifying and creating
hysteria and justifying the suspension of civil rights.”

Senator Benigno S. Aquino pared the bombing
with the burning of the German Reichstag by Hitler’s
‘brownshirts’,

“After ordering the burning of the Reichstag by his
own bully boys, Hitler, with a straight face blamed it
on the German Communists, whipped up national
hatred for the Communists, waged the most massive
cqr;lmunis! witchunt in German history,” Aquino
said.

“After eliminating the German Reds, Hitler
proceeded to crush the political opposition, conso
ll:dat:g :’u.s power, and established himself as fuhrer ™

e added. ’

Carlos C. Rabago, Presid of the Conf ¢ of
l[?eilegateg Ag]ocialion (CONDA) said,"We are now
wving virtually in a societ h i

totalitarian dictatorship”. e PRI

Brig. Gen. Edwardo Garcia puppet P.C. Chief saj
- & of d
in Cotabato on Aug. 24, that martial law willsall)e

imposed in the country, “if the situati ili
will not improve.” ' P

One of the richest and largest lan
country - the Catholic Church ?re\ the u:lllei(iism:{)t:::
and fatalistic fashion Issued an appeal for sobriety!11!

Showing no intention in criticizing the Faséisi
!\larcos, their appeal says,” We intensify such a prayer
imploring at the same time, that God grant the grace
of repentance for our own sins and g genuine resolve
to amend our ways of life in accordance with his
commandment as these times bid us obgerve them."

BULLSHIT!!!

In its consistent stand of sterility, Julio Cardinal
Rosales, Archibishop of Cebu said," Let us not panic.
Let us remain calm.” AT A TIME WHEN MASSIVE
INDIGNATION SHOULD BE THE ORDER OF THE
DAY!!

When over 60,000 people flocked to Plaza Miranda
on Sept. 14 ( the largest in Plaza Miranda history) to
denounce the Fascist Marcos regime and the
suspension of the writ of habeas corpus, the crowd
shattered the air with shouts like;

IBAGSAK AND MILITARISMO!!! (DOWN WITH
MILITARISM)

IBAGSAK ANG PASISMO !!!! (DOWN WITH
FASCISM)

Macapanton Abbas Jr. of the Union of Islamic
Organization assured the masses that the Filipino
Muslims in the South wecre united with the
“oppressed people of Luzon.”

All the speeches would be interrrupted with
deafening roars of : .
HIMAGSIKAN!!! (REVOLUTION)
(DOWN  WITH

IBAGSAK SI MARCOS!!

MARCOS)
AMADO GUERRERO!!!

Ayour one week after the Plaza Miranda Incident
and Marcos’ suspension of the writ of , KALAYAAN
received the following manifesto from a group of Fil.
ipinos in the East Coast. We are reprinting it ia full as
we are in full agreement with the analysis it puts
forth.

COMBAT FASCIST TERRORISM IN THE
PHILIPPINES

by the Association of Filipino Students, East Coast

On august 24, puppet president Marcos suspended
the writ of habeas corpus, annulled the Constitution
and its Bill of Rights and practically imposed martial
law throughout the Philippines. Marcos threatened to
turn the whole country into a concentration camp, a
garrison state. This dictatorial move followed the
bombing of the opposition Liberal Party rally at Plaza
Miranda which injured *he most bitter and effective
critics of the corrupt “%arcos administration, among
them Senators Sergio GUsmena, Jr., Jovito Salonga,
and others.

‘V.l"l the urging of his US-AID and JUSMAG
advisers, the dictator Marcos shifted the blame to the
newly-reestablished Communist Party and its
reinvigorated military arm, the New People’s Army.
During the week of August 24, reports the New York
ﬂ_mes (Aug.29), the New People’s Army successfully
raided an army camp in northern Luzon and
destroyed two parked helicopters of the mercenary
Armed Eorces of the Philippines. Such urprecedented
raids and other defeats of the ruling class could not
have been accomplished without the mass sympathy
and support of millions of Filipino peasants, workers
s“ru':enls and other nationalist allies. y

‘It is’ common knowledge that the Philipnine »..av
fogetaer with the Philippine Con;muumr;p;:fi :th;;
pare-ailitary police forces like the BSDU,UI0G,
a«emocom. i entirely controlled end dictated

por by the Pentagon, CIA and the US military
attacnes and liaison men in the U.S. Embassy, Peace
Corps. US-AID and other fronts in Manila sad
‘eus‘e\gme. To distract from the fosses of the

clionary wrmy and shift the blame for (he nation’s
!:3"0"}'-“’ misery, brutalization on the masses, the

‘m?ip:n:al [a)recos found a scapegoat in the forces ¢~ the
5 mocratic Movement. Ope logical target is

¢ popular Liberal Senator Benigno Aguino, called

by Marcos a Comm
- Unmist s
Corviicing and fact-filled ex )’mpm:l_lizcr. whose

(continued next page)
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To liquidate his critics and other nationalist
clements, Marcos in connivance with other us.
puppets ordered the arrest and imprisonment of more
than a hundred liberal and democratic citizens
charging them as Reds. :

Clearly this desperate fascist step of Marcos and his
cohorts appears as a climax to the ongoing repression
of civil liberties throughout the country and the
mailed-fist policy against workers, peasants, Muslim
minorities, and even individuals. More than
twenty-five persons have been killed in various
protest rallies and demonstrations since January 1970
by the shoot-to-kill henchmen of U.S. imperialism.
Thousands have been liquidated in massacres in
barrios and towns. Strikes, mass teach-ins, and other
public gatherings have been suppressed. Since the
rapid intensification of mass struggle against feudal
landlords, compradors and bureaucrat-capitalists in
the mid-Sixties, Marcos and his U.S. military advisers
have been looking for a pretext to wipe out all liberal
and national democratic forces attacking U.S.
imperialism. Now, with the deliberately provoked
incident of August 24, Marcos and his puppet clique
have found that pretext to clamp down martial law
on everyone and carry out fascist terrorism and
violence throughout the land.

It is blatantly stupid to foist the bombing of the
Liberal Party meeting and other urban violence on
the Communist Party guided by Mao Tsetung
Thought and the New People’s Army. Why would the
Party and the NPA hurt the most vehement critics of
Marcos and injure the people whom they are trying to
help? This would be self-defeating for the democratic
revolutionary goals of collective welfare. One of the
leading principles of the NPA is to conduct a
protracted warfare in the countryside so as to
surround the city eventually. To throw a few
grenades in crowds and bomb public buildings would
not be a Maoist tactic but an anarchist exhibition.

All evidence confirms that the bombings in Manila
can only be attributed to the military apparatus of
the State and its coercive agencies and hirelings.
Marcos’ Red-baiting propaganda is a cheap and vulgar
trick to divert public indictment of his crimes. There
is no question that the incident of August 24 is a
planned step of the ruling class and U.S. imperialism
to institute martial law so as to destroy its critics: the
Liberal Party, the numerous activist and radical
groups united under the Movement for a Democratic
Philippines, and even members of the progressive,
nationalist bourgeoisie. i

U.S. imperinlism and its lackeys - the feudal
landlords, compradors and bureaucrat-capitalists - are
slowly transforming the Philippines into another
South Vietnam or Guatemala, with Filipinos fighting
other Filipinos.

According to a Washington Post report (Aug.24),
the Liberal Party accused Marcos of suspending the
right of habeas corpus in order to eliminate the chief
opposition party, the Liberal Party, and also get rid
of liberals, nationalists and activist groups. After the
wounding of five of his colleagues, Senator Aquino
declared: “We were almost wiped out, and this is now
the very reason being used by Mr. Marcos to gag us or
put us in his stockades.” Not only the Commissioner
on Elections and other lawmakers but also civic
organizations like the National Press Club have
unanimously indicted Marcos as the chief enemy of
civil liberty in the Philippines, a traitor-criminal
running amuck, to protect the oligarchy and the
blood-sucking agents of U.S. monopoly capital in its
imperinlist aggression against the Filipino people.

Faced with fascist terrorism, the Filipino masses
girds itself for a last decisive battle inv tlfe war for
national liberation. Even the U.S. imperialists cannot

deny the widespread social injustice and inequality in B

the Philippines caused by the vici.ous greed,
exploitation and anti-democratic practices of the
ruling class in the disintegrating social system,

P and one ‘
clear and direct response to the Marcos terror campaign being
Wwhat a “paper tiger" Marcos is and what little con

became the laughing stock of the whole country.
The NPA was formed In 1968 under the lesdership

Thilippines. Since then the level of “guerrilla warfare” in £
evel since the famous Huk rebellion in the easty 50's Todsy

over this matter,..

1 Everyone today knows that a revolution cannot be
ml?orted or exported, a revolution springs from the
existing social contradictions between the exploited
and the exploiting classes in any country. No one is
convinced of ‘Marcos’ shopworn bogey of a foreign
power (Red China) infiltrating his regime and
undermining his power. The New York Times (Aug.
29) sketches a rough picture of the economic
situation:

?‘he average per capita income of the 36
million people of the Philippines is $200 a
year. But an estimated 50 per cent of the
country’s weaith is in the hands of 5 per
cent of the population; the median income
is, therefore, probably closer to $50. A good
part of the tax burden falls on the poor; the
rich minority enjoys a life of hocury in
exclusive, heavily guarded communities near
Manila, This elite also controls the nation’s
political structure —~ often, it is charged,
through corruption.

Faced by the growing political awareness of the
masses, puppet Marcos and his gang reveal their guilt
by these panicked military reprisals, threats, and
ruthless barbarism. World opinion has time and again
condemned the foul and criminal deeds of this
puppet clique. The days of puppet Marcos and his
clique are munbered.

The Filipino people today are rising to deliver the
deathblow against the ruling class: the feudal
landlords, compradors and bureaucrat-capitalists. The
Filipino people are rising with their brothers in
Vietnam, Africa and Latin America to smash the
paper tiger of U.S. imperialism and its puppets.
Whatever Marcos and his puppet clique may do in the
sharpening class struggle in the Philippines, the
national democratic forces will continue to march
with historical inevitability toward the ultimate
victory of the Filipino people.  \

DE FEAT THE FASCIST TERRORISM OF THE
PUPPET MARCOS AND HIS CLIQUE! DEFEAT
U.S. IMPERIALISM AND ITS LOCAL ALLIES!
VICTORY TO THE PHILIPPINE REVOLUTION!!

Shrouded in black to depict the death of

she is one of many dema
Phil, Consulate] ifesto said.

‘*democracy, **

onstrators outside the
protesting the writ suspesmsion. The
Consulate 1s in the background.
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Filipinos
in NY

Protest

A composite group of 40 Filipino students, pro-
fessionals and workers in the east coast staged an
8-hour marathon picket in front of the Philippine
Consulate and Philippine Mission to the United
Nations building in New York City last Spetember 15
to protest against the “rise of fascism in the
Philippines™ with the suspension of the writ of habeas
corpus by President Marcos.

The demontrators held their rally amid scattered
showers, strict police barricaczs, hide-and-seek tactics
of Secretary Carlos P. Romulo and other Philippine
ambassadors who were in conference at the Belmont
Plaza Hotel. and in the face of the intimidation of
unidentified persons inside the consulate building
where they took telephoto pictures of the picketers.

Calling themselves “The Movement for the Restor-
ation of Democracy in the Philippines (MDRP)", the
group that spearheaded the demo drecried the fact
that “an oppressive fascistic-militarist regime deals
the death blows to the democratic government (sic)
in the homeland.”

The group demanded for a “radical and equitable
distribution of wealth” in answer to the rising in-
equities in the Philippines.

“We ask for immediate land reform based on the
principle of ‘land to the tiller’. We demand an end to
the wage and price exploitation of the masses by
both foreign and domestic firms. We call for an in-

111 iy

dustrial and agricultural development program that is
rationally managed, nationalistic and involving the
active participation of the masses,” the MDRP man-

The activists also declared their support “for those
forces which seek pesceful radical change beyond the

This successful “strike™ by the NPA was a
carried out in the cities. It showed

trol his govemment actual

countryslde, Marcos, with his wild ranting and raving about 8 holy crusade against Communism,

f the
of the new Communist Party of

he Philpines has resched he ighest
NPA units are operating throughout

:‘l':n"“ Luzon, as far north as Isabela and Iiocos region and as
qu'd Forces of the Philippines (AFP) has proved unable to score
People’s Army ... the U.S. military advisors of JUSMA

$ confines of the two-party system for this system has
failed to be an effective instrument of democratic

change.” (continued next page)

Nov 30, 1970 - Dread, lack of full committment, fsilure to take oneself seriously degis
the first blow to unity. The raw, naked fact of kevels of commitment or,  you went 1o
be polite, levels of development, is a contrediction emong
dealt with in the opening siages of a People'’s war. Great numbers of people zimpiy
don't meet on the same level in the beginnings of & P’
revolution. You have opening gambils, sirategems aimed at the destruction of the aura |

the people thet must be
plex sociel ph like

ly has over the  of sirength and per

e that
gone through before people phunge in. Prestige must be methodicelly destroyed, the

s the pig (like a layer of protective far) to be

myth of i

far south as Bicol. The reactionary
any significant victories over the
G are becoming “increasingly

Inerabitity
The logical point of attack is at the weak poinis of course.

hed, before the principal part of the masses will move.
Terridle, mercibess artacks

damaging effect to the prestige of power. The resction from power (repression) and
the revelation that eccompanies “spectacular success™ (ro matter how smel) effects
people who are oppressed im a positive way; don't let anypone el you differens.
Everyone enjoys secing the bully beaten at something. And if they see it often enough,
they will s00n 3tep up for a try themselves.
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Aside from the marathon picket, the demon-
strators fielded their local talents in a mini-guerrila
theater of skits, puns and drama. The picketers wore
black armbands to “signify the death of civil rights in
the Philippines.” Speeches by speakers from New
York, Princeton, Yale, etc. were heavily punctuated
by cries “Makibaka, Huwag Matakot!", “Ibagsak ang
Imperialismo™, “Impeach Marcos”, etc.

Among the revolutionary songs chanted by the
demonstrators were Bangon sa Pagkakagupiling the
Tagalog version of the Internationale, Ang Masa, and
Bandilang Pula. The Philippine National Anthem
(**Bayang Magiliw”) was repeatedly sung by the dem-
onstrators to attract the attention of consulate em-
.ployees as they were leaving the building at dismissal
time. But they continued on their way, disregarding
the taunts of the rminsoaked picketers.

Earlier, the consulate officials sought to ignore the
pleas of the demonstrators for Ambassador Narciso
Reyes to come out and talk with the rest of the
group. Secretary Romulo also cancelled his morning
confercnce with his ambassadors at the plush
Belmont Plaza Hotel upon leamning that the pick-
eteers were to demonstrate in’ front of the Hotel and
the Consulate. In the after,noon, while the picketing
went on in front of the Consulate building the Sec-
retary and his ambassors met again, this time without
the picketers’ attention.

Up to presstime, reports from Manila indicate that
this New York demonstration, the first of its kind in
the east coast, elicited attention in local media and

has created some heartburn for the
demonstrators’ parents. Most of picketers were stu-
dents from Ivy League schools and are sons or daugh-
ters from prominent families. .

FILIPINOS MARCH IN N, Y,

URGE ELECTION BOYCOTT

Filipino activist groups in New York launched a

This march is part of a series of rallies, teach-ins
and leafletting held in New York for the last two
months after the August 21 massacre at Plaza
Miranda which resulted in the suspension of the writ
of habeas corpus and in the intensification of the
revolutionary ferment in the countrysides and cities
all over the Philippines.

Filipino students and young professionals had
earlier staged a marathon picket in front of the
Philippine Consulate building on East 66th St. last
month. This signalled the start of the growing man-
ifest discontent of various Filipino groups in the city.

The Filipino activists also marched last Oct. 21 to
protest the visit of Mrs, Imelda Marcos to Iran’s 2500
birthday anniversay celebration and her jetting into
the United States to confer with bankers and U.S.
officials for more aid.

Some 15 Filipino kapatids leafletted at the Wal-
dorf-Astoria on plushy Park Avenue. The manifesto
denounced the latest Marcosian junket and “‘her
attempts to float trial balloons about her 1972
presidential ambitions.”

The picketers succeeded in sending a batch of
manifestoes to General Carlos Romulo Philippine
Affairs Secretary who was billeted also with the First
Lady's party at the Waldorf. Security measures were
hastily put up around Maam’s suite that prevented
the determined Filipino activists from giving her a
personalized copy.

Another surprise was in store for the First Lady
when she arrived at San Francisco International Air-
port on her way to the Philippines. She was greeted
with over 30 Filipino activists protesting too her
attendance to the vulgar Iranian celebration and her
succession to the Presidency after her Fascist
husband. Filipino agents immediately confiscated the

. manifestoes of the group and the First Lady had to

be rushed from the plane to the wailing limousine
instead of the walk through the airport terminal.

These attempts by overseas Filipinos throughout
the United States in visibly protesting their indig-
nation over the state of the nation is not just a ploy
to make the first lady’s trip a miserable one, but to
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iranian Bacchanalia

IMELDA'’S

DREAMS

COME TRUE
AND HOW!? .

AGNEWS ATTENDING PERSIA

2

M 2500TH ANNIVERSARY BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION

w solidarity and concern with the National Dem- ‘
show solidarity Jway left wiik Prie e Berrnard an | Moy Ferdinamd Marcos

mammoth march across Manhattan’s Central Park
upper east side streets, Fifth Avenue up to Dag

U S Veer Spin Agiew and his wilc

Hammarksjold Plaza on October 31 as part of the

wide protest offensive of overseas Filipinos against
the Fascist Marcos Regime and specifically directed
against the “‘sham November 8 elections™ in the
Philippines.

Participants in this long march also included mem-
bers of the NY Asian Coalition who expressed their
solidarity with the Filipino kapatids and who
denounced the forthcoming elections as “‘another
South Vietnam - type electoral exercise.” J

According to the organizers, the march was aimed
at a “NO VOTE" campaign to exhort voters in the
Philippines to boycott “the farcical elections in which
the Marcos Regime uses to legitimize its fascist rule.”

“In reality, there is no real democracy nor free
elections in the Philippines what with the guns, goons
and gold deployed by the Fascist Marcos govemn-
ment,” said the October 31 march organizers.

(continued next page)
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The Consulate in siege...

A ocratic Forces back in the country.

Amelda Marcos, wife of the richest man in Asia and
not coincid \ly the President of the Philippines is
attending the infamous 2500 year celebration of the
Fascist Shah of lran.

Imclda Marcos, one of the instant billionairess in
the country shall not fecl uncomfartable in familiar

scttings. She is noted with have the largest collection
of di ds and T: ites. Since she cannot wear

* this in the presence of poverty in her country ( per

capita income $50), she drapes this on herself
privately in front of a mirror. With the Shah’s “bash
of all bashes,” she can finally display and blind other
gangster of her bandied class.

Imelda Romualdez Marcos who traces her ancestry
to the Holy Ghost will be welcomed by an Emperor

whose descendancy originates from another “spirit™,
the U.S. C.LA.

She will definitely learn much from the Shah -
especially liow to spend money and try to get away
with it. An indication of the staggering cost is given in
an AP dispatch of 6-9-71 and 6-22-71 and the New
York Times of July 14, 1971:

““A microwave communications system which will
link the invited heads of state to their capitals has
cost $27Smillion, a sports arena another $20 million,
champagne and champagne sets for the ceremony has
cost $1 million, two new built hotels for 1000
reporters and cameramen invited from around the
world has cost $30 million.”

She will never be homesick ‘with the political
situation existing among the students courageously
demonstrating against _the Fascist Regime of the
Shah, a regime that has deteriorated the economic
and political condition of the people. Intensive
propaganda is underway to attempt to portray the
celebration as feting 2500 years of unity between the
Shahs and the people; on the other hand , SAVAK
(Iranian secret police) is attempting to suppress
opposition by stepping up its attacks on the people.
Student protests in Iranian universities in December
and the Spring forced the authorities to close down
the universities. They will remain closed until after
the October celebration, in an attempt to avert the
development of further opposition on the campuses.

Thousands have been arrested (such as in strikes of
the Bus Company workers in February 1971 and
workers® strikes in Karaj, near the capital, in April
1971, and in various student strikes) and hundreds
imprisoned, tortured and executed ( such as the
recent group of 13 lIranian patriots who were tried in
a secret military tribunal, sentenced and executed by
a firing squad). These and further examples of
executions and sentencings revealed by the
International press serve to expose the repressive
nature of the Shah's regime. They are examples not

of stability, but of a people determined to fight for

their freedom.

\melda Romualdes Marcos, the Eva Braun of the
Philippines, migh: even give tips 1o the Shah on
_spending. After ull, she commonly buys a dozen

Givenchy dresses at $3000 apiece. The awesome

figures spent for the Shah's celebration is being paid

by a nation whose children, over half of those
between the sges of 7 to 14, arc wage earners. Most
of the workers in the carpet factories are pre-teem
children earning betweea 15 and 20 ceats for a 12
hour day. When 40% of Iranian families live in one
room (according to the International Labor
Committee), Kings and Queens lounge in the comfort
of ornate tents designed by Jansens of Paris to
celebrate the 2500 years of Persian royalty!! While
statistics show that each Iranian consumes only 2.7
pounds of meat per month, the regime commissions
Maxim’s of Paris to prepare feasts!! While the Iranian
people need schools (public education in Iran has yet
to reach the level Japan reached in the 1850's), need
doctors (there is only one doctor for every 3,233
persons and only 5% of these doctors practise in the
villages where 65% of the people live), need food and
housing—the Shah had allocated $80 million to the
celebration. Where, in fact, is this $80 million and
more coming from, but from the impoverished
Iranian people?

Fascism is definitely a common trend for both the
regimes, of course heavily aided by the United States.
The 1968 budget of Iran has 12% used for military
purposes not including the $2.6 BILLION credit to
Iran by the U.S. for arm purchases. The Philippines in
the same light has 21% of the budget for the military
with millions of dollars worth of m-16 rifles and
helicopters used against patriotic forces in the
country.

But with history clearly driving all driving ali
Imperialist and ther fascist allies to their doom. the
studeats and other progressive forces in both
countries have taken the rightful position of
struggling against these crumbling eatities. Definitely,
the Shah of Iran’s “bash of all bashes™ shall not be
taken sitting down by the lranian people.

Incidentally after Mrs. Marcos™ trip to Iran, she will
travel (by the people’s money) to the United States.
The Filipino people throughout the country should
be aware of her trip here, its political implications ve.
her intention for presidency m 1972, She is seeking
the Nixon “stamp of approval™ - the political backing
to extend the Marcos Regime in a new “‘form™.
Massacres after massacres have existed under the
Marcos Administration and the victoty of Imelda
Marcos for President will usher in more massacres and
economic deterioration for the Filipino people.
OPPOSE 1IMELDA'S RUNNING FOR
PRESIDENT!!!
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BLJEDITORIAL  APOLOGY: Last issue, the l
KALAYAAN ran Father Arsenio  Jesena’s
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first person expose of the super-explortation of 2
Yw the sugarcane workers in the Philippines. Unfor- 6; )‘ ./ \
tunately, the last part of this article was inad- f ;
§ vertently omitted in the process of printing. We |
are, therefore, including below the missing part
N A 3N as well as the editaorial comment which '} I
/ / x{ ap?ured in last month's installment.: is warth §& S
« B noting that the sugar industry has been the tra- ket
/ f .’47/ 8 M ditional dollareamer of the Philippines, ac- [{\REgA :
/ b counting for as much as 50% of the foreign AU !
i Y/ F trade before the last war. The influence of this Ty 1/} X
- | " export-oriented industry which is 100 percent by rf. m co J“ﬂlﬂ, s-\'o

¥ J
(18

i
Il ! ( .J " |l dependent on the US sugar quota on Philippine # )‘: ‘ /

! Lo life cannot be underestimated. A great part of (i VL
' ‘fc‘_\&; Vi Philippine wealth was built and continues to |’ personal, complete knowledge of that
y @f hr g2 depend on sugar. The gross exploitative rela- life. Nor will he, as long as he main-
i s f gl tions fostered by this industry is typical of the *  tains hisk diStfe]:ice' £§ver :c(}}ure rtthhxs
g N (_ experience of 70 complete knowledge from the lips of the
. "' 3 h ki il w5 sacadas themselves. And this is because

5 B w < who are dependent on agriculture for their live-
Q'J) ’ i lihood.It is therefore impossible to understand

g1 the shy, inferior sacadas are afraid or
ashamed to tell him everything for fear

tion chief Jose Drilon, left, and -

the costliest varieties, during

Agriculture” Secretary Arturo  surprise visits to Manila pyblicjiis :

Tanco find rice price tags

SHARP RISE IN CONSUMER GOODS’ PRICES

Prices of daily household necessities have spiralled
by anywhere between 10% (for coffee) and 83% for
fish since last year. With the onset of a belated
typhoon season, prices may be expected to shoot up.

further. Big price leaps have been experienced by
h A icular) agricultural products
e average Filipino

1ed by t\bt’. the m;'\n,s\ap\e of
family.

The price of rice of the cheapest variety available
in the market according to the figures of the Bureau
of Agricultural Economics is 2.90 f;.wsos a ganta or
59% more than its price last year of 1.82 peso. With
the exception of tomatoes, the prices of other foods

have been increasing at the rate of as much as from
33% for bananas to 68% for chicken eggs.

The feed problem Which was aggravated by last
year's typhoons have actually caused a shortage in the
supply of poultry and pork. This explains why prices
of the most common meat on the average Filipino
family's table have gone up substantially.

LUCRATIVE EXPORT

Efforts of the country to promote exports have
also affected some of the food supplies. Take the case
of. shrimps. This has become a lucrative export com-

modity with Japan as the market so that the crust-
acean’s price has been bidded up by as much as 54%.
The same is true of fish. Since Bangus exports have
been going up the demand has shifted to other types
of fish whose priced subsequently have also gone up.
On manufactured household items prices increases,
while substantial enough to be considered infla-
tionary, are still much less than in the case of
agricultural foods. Sugar which the country for the
first time in years is supposed to have a surplus now
costs 2.50 pesos a kilo refined, compared to 2.08 last

year.

COOKING OIL

The highest increase, according to the survey was
for cooking oil which in the case of Cenvoco was ups
by 73.3% from 75 centavos to 1.30. Imported evap-
orated milk which now costs only 75 centavos per tall
tin last year is now priced ar 1.10. The sharp rise in
the prices of basic housechold commodities reflects
how ineffectual the Price Control Council has been in
implementing ceilings. While the law authorizes the
council to set a ceilinﬁ on a broad range of goods
including soft drinks, the cumbersome hearings and
presentation of documents that precede every de-
cision to set a ceiling has practically rendered the
council inutile.

INUTILE AGENCY

To date, the PCC has only set a ceiling on
evaporated milk and rice, two commodities that
perhaps only represent about 30% of the food basket
of the average Filipino family. In addition to being
able to proceed faster to the setting of the ceilings,

the PCC does not have enough enforcement facilities’

to make sure that its ceilings are followed.

markets

hpe () ' and
UNCREASES IN.PRICES

Commodity Current
price year ago

1. Rice per ganta ¥ 290 *1.82 59.3
2. Fish (bisugo)

Price a % ot
increase

1 kilo 3.61 1.87 832
3. Srimps (small) i
1 kilo . 6.58 4.28 53.9

4. Beef llempo/kilo  7.00 450 ° 555

5. Chicken broller/

plece 5.05 318 - 528
6. Chicken eggs/plece .28 21 3831
7. Sitao/kilo 141 84 67.8
8. Cabbage/kilo 1.62 91 8
9. Eggplant/klo 83 80 55
10. Tomatoes/kilo 2.54 2.19 16
11. Bananas latundan/ i
Plece .052 039 333
12. Irish potato/kilo 1.50 .89 685
13. Garlic/kilo 14.27 8.20 4
MANUFACTURED COMMODITIES
1. Sugar 2.50 2.08 20,2
2. Cafe Puro 2.15 1.95 10.2
3. Ajax soap 135 98 317
4. Cenvoco 130 5 733
5. Gawgaw 1.10 5 46.6
6. Milk/tall can 1,10 Jd5  46.8
7. 8mall box
of Breeze .68 50 32

Bources: Bureau of Agricultural Economics and
Times random survey.

NPA Captive
in Getaway

The Phillppine Constabulary is
not very good at hunting down
guerrillas, but even less competent
when it comes to holding on to a
captive so that he doesn’t escape.

Embarrassed officers were ob-
liged to admit last month that a
young prisoner, member of Com-
mander Dante's New People’s
Army, had flown the €00p — which
was an army stockade in E
‘| Tsabela province. S

Juanito Camalug, 18, not only
made a successful gelaway, he took
with him as many Constabulary
weapons and as much ammunjtion
as he could carry — to wit, 3 M-1g
automatic rifles, 10 ammunition
cillps and 200 rounds of ammuni-
tion.

SOAKED to the skin in spite
of waterproof jackets, march-
ers walk briskly towards Ca-
loocan City to denounce the
killing of four demonstrators in
he gon-

tinued suspension of the pri-
vilege of the writ in Greater
Manila. Leading the march
and rally is Sen. Jose W. Diok-
no, center, chairman of the
MCCCL.

BRAVING THE STORM

8,000 march
to Caloocan

About 8,000 members of Movement of Concerned
Citizens for Civil Liberties braved strong winds and

"heavy rains yesterday as they marched to Caloocan

City to protest the killing of four persons at the
October 4th rally, and the continued suspension of
the writ of habeas corpus privelege in the Greater
Manila area and other places.

The marchers, coming from various places in
Manila and Quezon City were led by MCCCL Chair-
man Sen. Jose W. Diokno, and Manila Times pub-

- lisher Joaquin P.Roces. The marchers were composed

mostly of students. The marchers merged at the
Manila-Caloocan boundary on Rizal Ave. extension
after hiking more than 6 kilometers from the
National Press Club Building and the boundary of the

‘Manila-Quezon City on Espana St.

At the Caloocan-Manila junction, the marchers
were met by fascist Metrocom troopers, headed by
Brig. Gen. Mariano Ordonez and Caloocan policement
led by Police Chief Rosca.

_Sogked to the skin, by the mins, some of them
shivering, the marchers walked the three-kilometer
stretch from the Manila - Caloocan boundary to the
campus of the Caloocan City College where a rally
wnss:leld. " .

Senator Diokno, who was among the speakers
charged the President with not heeging thep::y of
citizens to restore the suspension of the privelege of
the writ of habeas corpus in the Greater Manila area.

Diokno also accused Caloocan City Mayor Macario
Asistio of using goons to terrorize and hurt the
demonstrators,

. Diokno said there was not even a proper invest-
igation conducted by the Caloocan p%lictﬂon the|[
l:lhng of four persons who were “mercilessly killed

Yy goons identified as ‘concerned citizens of Caloo-
can’ during a protest march last Oct.4.”

Camalug was said to be a gradu-
ate of the NPA “universly” in Isa-
g’cln. whlc_-h is the principal stamp-
‘Ing grouid o! Cammander Dante
'gd bls personal command. Young

malug presumably made his
way back to the NPA fold, for a
prolonged hunt falled to find him.

" met by the same unappetizing food. As they !
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day ends, the sacadas slowly drag their way :
back through the canefields and the dusty roads & ° !
to the cuartels where they know they will be h
walk on, a cloud of dust would be kicked up by
des-Benz ing past the
hacendero hurries to an appointment in
Bacolod. As the sacadas near the cuartels they
see the children they love- dirty and in tattered
clothing, children who like them would inevit-
ably fit into the perpetual cycle of ignorance
and hardwork.

Some of those who have gone home earlier
would be sitting about doing nothing, one of
them perhaps, strumming a guitar, but giving
forth that music peculiar to the sacadas which
always has a plaintive note of melancholy and
despair )

No, the sacadas are not happy as they trudge
back from their backbreaking work. And to
thin- for most of them, life would be like these
for 30, 40 years- until they are too old to
swing an espalding. And so, to escape, if only
for a moment, from a lifetime of so much labor
and little reward, some of them search out for
the tuba vendor, get drunk and fall into the
temporary peace that sleep can give.

PART III
THE HACENDERO

In reading Part I of this report one
may get the mistaken impression that
the root of the sacada problem lies in
the contratista. But the truth of the
matter is this: both the problem and
the solution regarding the sacadas of
sugarland ultimately rest upon the ha-
cendero.

Because of this, and because of the
fact that the sacadas have suffered too
much and too long, one is very much
tempted to present a vitriolic finale to
this report. One can, for instance, iso-
late the case of a well-known hacende-
ro and point out how he goes to Cebu
for a cockfight and loses £120,000.00
there in one day, how he keeps & regular
hirem of teen-age prostitutes in his Ba-
colod “office,” and how his farm is &
constant hotbed of violence and labor
Problems. But while all this is true of
this hacendero, it is not true o: every
hacendero. One must be very ca_).reful
lest he blow up an isolated case into a

",.

b i 4; g
universal characterization of all the ha-
cenderos.

There are as many kinds of hacende-
Tos as there are haciendas. Nevertheless
two facts remain incontrovertible: the
contratistas do abuse, and the sacadas
do suffer, right now.

; Before I write on, I pause momenta-

rily, for already I hear the objections
of some hacenderos who point to the
benefits they have given the sacadas and
who bask in the illusion that by so do-
ing, they have already given their saca-
das a perfect paradise. This attitude is
utterly infuriating, for it mistakes the
minimum for the maximum, and it con-
fuses the infinitesimal for the adequate,
Let these defensive hacenderos live and
work as their sacadas live and work,
and they will see that despite the re-
forms and the bonuses they so loudly
boast of, the contratistas still abuse,
and thé sacadas still suffer.
. Ar}d since this a fact, we must now
inquire why such is the fact. Surely, the
sacadas would not be suffering the way
they suffer a) If the hacendero knew
what is going on, and b) if the hacen-
dero were genuinely serious about ef-
fecting reforms.

But the hacendero does not know
what is going on. Some hacenderos
lease their farm through the arriendo
system, in which case they do not
cven have to set foot on their farm—
they just wait for their percentage of
profits at the end of the milling season.
Other hacenderos hire an administrator
to run their hacienda, in which cas>
they have little or nothing to do with
the actual running of the hacienda.
However, there are some hacenderos
who do manage their haciendas person-
ally. But even these hacenderos do not
have a thorough knowledge of the life
and problems of the sacadas, because
they view everything from a_distance
—physical and psychological. Here I de-
liberately repeat what to me is of su-
preme importance: even when the ha-
cendero does have some contact with
the sacadas for as much as twenty
years, nevertheless, because the hacen-
dero does not actually experience the
life of the sacadas, he does not have a

-~ . v . i th.e challenge of feudalism and imperialism b 4 of violence, or reproach, or indifference.
RICE and Corn Administra- = above the allowable £2.90 fo without taking into account the sad plight of I The hacendero is not overly cager
) sugarcane workers. . about effecting reforms. And this is un-

cerstand-ble, for there are very strong
reasons which militate against the ha-
cendero’s ameliorating the situation of
the sacadas into that level which befits
their dignity as human persons, that
level which is possible only when they
are treated as brothers, and when they
are paid a family wage, a living wage.

First of all is the powerful, defen-
give, subconscious attitude of opposi-
tion, since a better life for the sacadas
would necessarily mean less money and
less luxuries for the hacendero and his
family.

Secondly, the hacendero is born into
the system. Through all the years of his
upbringing, and because of the practices
in the other haciendas, he is accustomed
to seeing the sacadas living and work-
ing in their wretched condition.

Through familiarity, therefore, the ha-

cendero is lulled into an attitude of ac-
quiescence, acceptance, and preference
for the status quo: “The sacadas are sa-
cadas, and so they live that way. It has
always been that way. Why change it?”

Underlying this attitude is an even
more fundamental, and more insidious
one, namely, the rich are rich, and that
is that. The rich are born into a privil-
eged class. They are responsible to no-
body. They are responsible for nobody,
least of all the sucadas who, to their
mind, are mere transient workers any-
way, and who above all are uncultured,
dirty, ignorant, unlovable, poor.

It would seem, then, that the hacen-
flero does not totally know what is go-
ing on, and he is not genuinely serious
about effecting reforms.

Yet the hacendero is not stupid. He
does know of the abuses perpetrated by
the contratista. A very good proof that
he does know of these abuses is that
constant refrain one hears from hacen-
deros again and again, “1 pay well. It is
the contratistt who deprives the saca-
das of their money.”

The obvious rejoinder to this is
“Why don't you correct th: contratis-
ta's abuses then?” It is the hacendero,
and not the contratista, who is the boss.

Or why not get rid of the contratis-
ta system altogether? When I half-sug-
gested this to a hacendero, his reaction
was “Impeossible!”

No, not impossible. Only difficult, at
first. It has been tried, and it has suec-
creded, for muny years

We have to ucknowledge the fact that
onc or two hacenderos have achieved
significant reforms, and that some ha-
cenderos show signs of being genuine-
ly serious about effecting reforms: they
are beginning to be bothered about the

sucadas’ plight.
(continued on p, 28)



. ison - a revolutionary transformation ... George, a teacher -a leader
rier::tp;s:eaclionnries and racists of all kinds ... George Jackson deliberately

George Jackson born black in Amerika ..
...a friend of the people ... and a mortal th
killed by the State — August 21,1971,

. . tin prison, there was an “official silence”

f G Jackson's death, behind the walls of San Quent :

on'}!i?;;:eol;‘e;:?sgn auel?lr::ities. During these three panicked-filled days, these d;me;t::e?rmc;:l:'&h;dbzg?g ug‘ an
. T 4t ika®' L] T the

“official story™ to explain the killing to “middle Amerika™. TP: ::;a:;: e revoluti :t;ry leaders that blnc{

realized that they had just murdered one of the most dec
- - | ublic trial and that of the other two Soledad Brothers, John
Amerika has brought forth — only one day before his p 1 e s i w1

Drumgo, was to begin. Being “little men c 0
(i!ai':?x:tehi:‘tirr;le#ey wmf quite um:q:a;‘li to the historic deed they had just done and they 'bucklefi l{flder the strain
h d gs.:d lhel.nselm for what they really were ~ liers and murderers. For weeks “official stories were released
Frortiidh n - every one of which contradicted the others! Some of the stories were so

every few days from San Quentin priso bit embarassed to even reprint them. Finally, they managed to make

iculous that the reporters were a ! e Iy
sc:n:gef::g :lfi:;:;nlvw that lhgy must have gotten word from Washington to “shut up!” ... so they reverted back

i M e 5 in fact shot in the back at

o | silence”. A couple of weeks ago the autopsy revealed that .George Jnc.kson was in h e
:?os:f::lgne whi?e lying dowl;. This agrees exactly with the account given by prisoners wl-lo_ were in the adjustment
center with George when he was killed. The story was smuggled out a few days after the killing. George Jackson was

a revolutionary ... George Jackson was deliberately killed by the State.

Filipino people mourn the death of George Jackson.

ol italism can hold sway over the common interests of millions upon millions of

How is it that the

inority i of

A MILESTONE

Neitber bigh, nor very [ar,
Neitber emperor, nor king,
You are only a little milestone,

To people passing by ]

You point the nght direction,
And stop them from getting lost.
You tell them of the distance

For which tbey still must journey.
Your service is not a small one.

Ho Cbi Minb

Which stands at the edge of the bighway

And people will always remember you.

exploited and oppressed people all oves the world? 11;e key

1id? weapon is 10 keep the majority of the people devided and confused so
People can be devided from cach other through indifference and fear, Indif-

We are

that they don’t gnize their
ference, for example, of some people in Amerika to the struggle of the n
closer to home, the “I don't care™ attitudes of some some Filipinos livingin Amerika tethe problems facing the masses of Filipino

people back in the Philippines. Indifference separates people from people. Indifference also keeps us devided from our brothers and

P

Viet people against the U.S. government. Or even

ged to go about our daily work thinking,"So what! If they’re in prison it's their own fault. I got my

sisters in pri

own problems to worry about.”
gates ~ people who are very much like ourselves, whom we have many things in common with, By cutting ourselves off from

This kind of thinking keeps us from recognizing the social injustices that lead people to the prison

malt tand ption that goes on within the prison systems remain unknown to us. When

“convicts”™, the gross injustices,
there are p'rison rebellions we are confused and do not understand why they happen. Many Fitipinos are indifferent and unconcesned

ider the whole thing *“none of ous concern”. Unfortunately,

about prison prot we sep

because of this, many of us knaw'vcry little about George Jackson and never had the opportunity until now to read some of his

from pri and

d indiffs b it keeps us devided from many good people.

writings. We should struggle ag

George Jackson was not only a “convict™ for 12 years; he was also a black man. Racism is one of the major weapons of the ruling
class in keeping the people on the bottom fearfull and mistrustfull of each other. Racism keeps different groups of peaple, who are
all exploited by the same system, fighting amongst each other. It can keep Filipino people and black people devided. We must
combat racist attitudes among our people. We have many things in common with black people in Amerika. We should not allow the
Man to separate us from ous black brothers and sisters ... from our brother George.

George Jackson stood for a society free of exploitation of man by man. George stood against racism and injustice.

George stood up against our common enemy and he was shot down by them. George died in the service of the
people. In the Philippines when people die for the revolution there is a slogan ~ Mourn the death of comrades and

turn grief into revolutionary courage! Power to the People!

t this tendency ¢

Letfters

If I leave here alive, I'll leave nothing behind. They'll never count me among the broken men, but I Y
can't say that I'm normal either. I've been hungry too long, I've gotten angry 100 often. I've been lied ‘
to and insulted too many times. They've pushed me over the line from which there can be no retreat. I
know that they will not be satisfied until they've pushed me out of this existence altogether. I've been
the victim of 30 many racist attacks that ] could never relax again...I can still smile now, after ten years
of blocking knife thrusts, and the pick handles of facel distic plgs, of anticipating and reacting for
ten years, seven of them in solitary. I can stlil smile sometimes, but by the time this thing is over I may

from

not be a nice person, And I just lit my seventy-seventh cigarelte of this lwrmyvhc hour day, I'mt
down to kay kown for two or three hours, perhaps I'll sieep...
From Dackau, with love,
George

George

1 was captured and brought to prison when I was eighteen years old because I couldn't adjust, The
record that the state has compiled on my activitles reads like the record of ten men. It lables me
brigand, thief, burglar, gambler, hobo, drug addict, gunman, escape artist, Communist revolutionary,

and murderer. ...

«wThe family, the nuns, the plgs, 1 re-

I could play the criminal aspects of my
sisted them all, I know my mother likes to

life down some but then it wouldn't be me.

That was the pertinent part, the thing at
school and home | was constantly rejecting
in process.
All my life I pretended with my folks, It
was the thing in the street that was rea. ...

...Blackmen born in the US. and fortunate enough to live past the age of eighteen are conditioned for lunch, There is no variety 1o the menu.

tell everyone that I was a good boy, but that

isn't true, I've been a brigand all my iife, It

was these years in prison with the time and

opportunity avallable to me for research and
thought that motivated a desire to remold
my character. [ think that If | had been on
the street from age eighteen to twenty-four,
1 would probably be a dope fiend or a
small-stakes gambler, or a hump in the
‘ground....

..My family knew very little of my real life, In effect, I lived two lives, the one with iny mama and
sisters, and the thing on the street. Now and then I'd get caught at something, or with something that 1
wasn't supposed to have and my mama would fall all over me. [ left home a thousand times, never l‘o
return. We hoboed up and down the state, I did what I wanted {all niy life I've done just that). When it
came time to explain, I lied.

...Our cells are so far from the regular
dining area that our food is always cold
before we get it, Sowne days there Is only
one meal that can be cailed cooked. We
never get anything but cold-cut sandwiches

A frightening, petrifying diffusion of
Violence and intimidation is emitted front
the offices of the warden and captain. How
else could a small group of armed tnen be
expected to hold and rule another much

to accept the inevitability of prison. For most of us, it simply looms as lhentx{ phase in a sequence of The same things week aftcr week. One Is  larger group except through fear?

humiliations. Being born a slave in a captive society and never experiencing any objective basis for confined to his cell 23%hours a day. Overt
expeciation had the effect of preparing me for the progressively traumatic misfortunes that lead so racism exists unchecked. It is not a case of
many blackmen to the prison gate. I was prepared for prison. It required only minor psychic + the pigs trying to0 stop the many racist
adjustments, ... ottacks; they actlvely encourage them, ...

(continued on p. 13)

..Later, when | was accuscd of robbing a gas station of seventy dollars | accepted a deal - [ agreed

10 confess and spare the county court cosis in return for a light county jall sentence. I confessed but

when tlme came for sentencing, they tossed me into the penitentiary with one to life. That was in
1960. I was eighteen years old. I've been here ever since, I met Marx, Lenin, Trotsky, Engels, and Mao
when [ entered prison and they redeemed me. For the first four years | hing but ics
and milltary ldeas. 1 met black guerrillas, George "Big Jake"Lewls, and Jamnes Carr, W.L.Nolen, Bill
Christmas, Torry Gibson, and many, many others. We attempted to transform the black criminal
mentality into a black revolutionary mentality. As a resuit, each of us has been subjected to years of
the most viclous reactionary violence by the state. Our mortality rate is almost what you would expect
to find In a history of Dachau. Three of us were murdered serveral months ago by a pig shooting from

thirty feet above their heads with a military rifle. ...
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by Kapatid JUANITA TAMAYO

Crises envelop our present o i

Support from both government :3::1‘2;:::?: r?,f.;e"-"
deploringly insufficient for the ever-inc .
student population especially g1 the univcni:mmcgi
college levels. Pseudo-liberal attempts (such n);at:

federal Educational Opportunity Program) to allm:
Third World student Participation have beep
drastically reduced. For g practical purpases, such
Programs are non-cxistent on many campuses. 6n the
primary anc! secondary levels the issue of busing has
been met with aggressive confrontation. At all levels
controversies of curricula content 'faculty’
qualifications, classroom fac'lities and adn;inislmtive
policies remain bitterly unresolved,

It is in this light that Third World Studies is
undergoing its development. Its fiery conception and
violent labor pains were not soothed by its great
white father’s decree (or rather, condescension) to be
born. Like the unwanted child that it is, Third World
Studies owes or feels no gratitude to the American
educational system for its life. It must struggle for its
own. Aside from the few well-endowed, prestigious
universitics who have given adequate sums to their
own special programs, Third World Studies has had to

I

This is the third and concluding article by julmlt.l

Tamayo on the topic of Third World Studies. Parts 1
and 11 appeared in the first and second issues of

IRD-WORL

DZSTUDIES

Studies will die. For the continued paositive existence *

THIRTEEN

P

exist on supplementary, donated or borrowed time.
Thus, though there has been little outward
repercussions, initial problems (refer to previous
articles) have yet to be solved. Tensions and
frustrations scethe beneath the mask of the classroom
situation. Unfortunately this symptomatic everyday
classroom situation indicates to the general public
that “all is well”. “Your classes are composed of
many Third World students who are taught by Third
World faculty therefore you have your studies.
Besides, it’s treated just like the other disciplines.™
Such naive and subtle ignorance is detrimental to
Third World Studies. As long as people believe there
is no crises situation, especially one that does not
affect them directly and personally, they will not
rally around it. They will dismiss even its existence
from their present reality.

This ignorance takes on its own peculiar form
within the academic community. The line of
reasoning that Third World curricula and expertise are
fostered and encouraged on campus is a great
enhancement to the pseudo-liberality of the
paternalistic, defensive academician. He can exploit

along with his other exotic and curious intellectual
masturbations. At most, the academic world"can
allow an “autonomous” Third World Studies to
operate for a decade. When the excitement and
publicity die down and all the initial labor has
painstakingly been done by Third World peoples at
‘ non-commensurate compensation, Third World
Studies will become a documented, elitist pursuit of
the non Third World universities.

Thus there are two possible outcomes for Third
World Studies. The first that it be like tors many
other disciplines in the liberal arts with the same
characteristics of mediocre commitment and
enthusiasm  and non-practical (including
non-economic) applications. The other possibility is
to relegate the studies to the intellectual masturbators
in their ivory tower. Actually then the two outcomes
are one ~ death of Third World Studies.

Unless there be strong, sustained, disciplined and
committed assertions by Third World peoples and
their non-Third World supporters, Third World

and growth of the studies several realizations and
contradictions must be clearly understood:

that there are no substantial (financial and
academic) resources for the studies
regardless of any of ‘its acheivements and
discoveries. These successes are due to the
dedication and hard work of Third World
peoples and their sympathizers - not the
educational system. There has been no
rational, responsible appropriation of funds
or other educational, technological resources
for Third World Studies. The only resource
that those involved in the studies have is to
request a budget allocation explicitly
enumerating and justifying each expenditure
while at the same time, no one in the
financial sector of the educational system is
made to account for the fact that Third
World parents pay higher taxes than their
white counterparts while their children, on
the whole, receive fewer and inferior
educational resources.

(continued on p. 28)

and file away this new field of scholarly endeavor

LETTERS FROM GEORGE (continued from p. 12)

-dn the well-ordered society prisons would not exist as such. If a man is ill he should be placed ina
lospiral, staffed by the very best of technicians. Men would never be separated from women. These

places would be surfelted with equiy and ingful prog
Jrom another or even from all other sectors of the economy. It's socially selfdestructive 10 crecte a

monster and loose liim upon the world, ...
Dear Maina,
\
The things you speak of are uppermost In my mind and my heart. I am not 1oo manly or
sophisticated 10 say that | love You and all the rest with a devotion and ded that wilt

. even {f It meant diverting funds®

—After the Civil War, the form of slavery
changed from chatiel to economic slavery,
and we were thrown onto the labor market
ro np at a dizad; ge with poor
whites. Ever since that time, ow principel

enemy must be okited and identified as
capitalism, The shaver was and & still the
Jactory owner, the businessman of capitalist
Amerika, the man responsible for employ-
ment, wages, prices, control of the nation’s
i and cuiture, |t was the capitalist

o grow until [ pass from thls existence, Anything that will please you, and that Jalls within h

. accomplishment, I will carry out, | say this with confidence because of my certalnty that you would

never ask me to please you by surrendering my mental liberty and selfvespect; I wouldn't want to live
were these, my last two real possessions, to be iost, ...

Dear Father,
Though I know I amn a victim of social injustice and econonic pressure and though I understand

the forces that work to drive so many of our kind to places like this and to mental institutions, | can’t
help but know that | proceeded wrong somewhere. I could have done a lot worse. You know our
people react in different ways to this neoslavery, some just give in completely and join the other side.
They join some christian cult and cry out for integration. These are the ones who doubt themselves
most. They are the weakest and hardest 1o reach with the new doctrine. Some become inveterate
drinkers and narcotic users In an attempt to gain some mental soiace for the physicsl depravity they

* suffer. I've heard them say,"There’s no hope without dope.” Some hire on as a janitor, bellboy,

redcap, cook, elevator boy, singer, boxer, baseball player, or maybe a freak at some sideshow and
pretend thar all is as well as is possible. They think since it's always been this way it must always
remain this way; these are the fatalists, they serve and entertain and mationalize.

Then there are those who resist and rebel but do not know what, who, why, or kow exactly they
should go about this. They are aware but confused. They are the leost fortunate, for they end f\"’f'f l
have ended, By using half measures and failing dismally 10 effect any rm.l Improvement ;n their
condition, they fall victim to the full fury and might of the system's repressive :‘Xff"'* Bel ",'L’"'-
every dirty trick ‘of deception and brutality Is employed without shame, - honor, ]
lumanity, without reservation 10 either convert or destroy a rebellious arm. Believe me, when s;;
that 1 begin to weary of the sun. I am by nature a gentle man, | iove the simple lhln,'p‘ oI‘ l(:’ -
Jood, good wine, an expressive book, musle, pretty black women. L used to find enjoy :::isb -y
In the rain, sunimer evenings in a place like Harrisburg. Remember how I used to Iohv: e ".wu
of this is xone from me, all the gentle, shy characteristics of the hlack man l’lfmn."v o
unceremoniously from my soul. The buffets and blows of this have and Im‘v-no ,ame;.rw ”
engendered in me a flame that will live, will live to grow, until it either destroys "‘;y' b =4
myself. You remember this ten or twenty years frottt now you'll comprehend. I don‘ s
the same senge that you or most black men of your generation think of It, &t is not import
how long 1 tive, | think only of how I live, how well, how nobly. We th .
¢ ™St $t0p working for nothing, competing against each ather for the litie
$1op selling our wonien or allowing them to be used and ha

chil
o dren be educateq by the barbarian, using their language.
Op turning oy cheeks, .,

hink if we are to be mer again
ey alfow us 10 possess,

ndled against their will, stop letting our
dress, and customs and most assuredly

infrastructure of Europe anl the U.S. which
was responsible for the rape of Africa and
Asia. Capitalism murdered those 30 million
in the Congo. Believe me, the European and
Anglo-Amerikan aapitalist would never have
wasted the bail and powder were it not for
the profit principle...

It was profit motive that built the tene-
ment house and the city project. Profit end
loss prevents repairs and maintenance, Free
enterprise brought the monopolistic chain
store into the neighborhood. The pt of
private ownership of facilities that the
people need 1o exist brought the legions of
hipshooting, brainless pigs down upon our
heads, our homes, our streets. They e there
10 protect the entrepremeur!! His chain
store, and his property that you are renting,
his bank. ... .

«.Men hoand apainst want, need, don'’t
they? Aren’t they taught that tomorrow
holds terror , pile up a surplus against this

GEORGE

serror, be greedy end possicsive if you went
fo succeed in this insecsre workd? Nues
kidden eway for 1omorrow's winser,

Change the emviromment, cduwcste the
man, he'll chenge. The peopie’s store will
work as long es people know thet it will be
there, and have in sbumdance the shings
they noed and went (really want): whew
they ere positive ther the common effort
has and will alwmys produce in an sbund.
m-’bfym‘lmlommM
then they need.

Werer is free, do people drink more thax
they meed? There is & reason for the wpliness
of Western cwiture, many reesons I wowld
:y, but the fact that it was founded and
rkdhmm.mmdnmmnu*.
and work and fight 30 hard for something to
Store stands out from the other reasons. __

July 6,970 - I know that | am Black. lkmv:“mwwkauw:kmwzml 1
o amd have elways represented mine. But thet is a3 far as it goex l‘-umw
Marxist-Leninist, Maoist, Famonist, and an edmirer of the Cuben revolution, the Vietmamese
revolution, the world’s workers-people’s revolution. If & man wants to redsze 1o my blackness, fine, but
lmauldpn[erherthtetowonlhtba‘:of-omacclwerﬁrhtDORLDW !n.ku
([heun‘t,l'lliuﬂhavﬂolawhimhwme.hwlbn\rhoplz. ’
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FOURTEEN

Over the last two years in the papers, there have
been articles, pertaining to the vebellions, strikes, and
other major grievences by men imprisoned through-
out the prison system of this country. The basis for
thelr rebellion is consistent with their demands, bet-
ter prison conditions, an end to the inhumane treat-
ment that they are subjected to at the hands of sad-
istic prison guards; to reveive the minium wages for
their work (that is required by federal law) instead of
the slave wages they now receive which amounts to
pennies a hour; to be treated like human beings and

nol caged animals rejected by society as “misfits",

Most recently, we have been made aware of the
incidences that have occured at Attica State prison,
New York, where 41 men were killed. And during the

PRISONS...

Filipinos in

Iatter part of August, $ men were killed at San Quen-~

tin State prison in California, One of the men killed
was George Jackson, a black convict held at that pri-
son along with two other black convicts, Fleet

Crumgo and John Clutchette awaiting trial on an ac-
cused der charge st
prison guard at Soledad State prison in California.

The KALAYAAN feels that it is very important
that the readers of this paper and more specifically,
the Filipinos throughout the country, understand the
conditions and reasons which create this turmoil and

i rebellion that is taking place in the prisons of this

Couniry.

# :.\

When the outside “{ree’" society view mq':'limﬁﬁsén. ..
ment of 2 man, they see it as a single isolated act or
crime against society, they seldom understand it as an

accumulative process that has its roots very deeply %
imbeded in the way which poor peoplie are forced to
live in this country. !
> ” R .A»,/sm")a él_’":%j""ﬁy"g
Deprived of any REAL economic and political 3
power, Third World-working people lack the power to
make necessary changes in their communities and day
to day lives. For example, if people have no power:
over the means of production (machinery, factories,
raw materials) then they are NOT in a.position to
create jobs - even if theunemployment problem is
critical. It’s out of our hands, we can just wait till
there is a job opening somewhere and all rush to com-
pete for it. If the housing is substandard and the rents
are too high, we have two choices - like it and pay up
or get out (in reality it’s only two sides of a single
choice, another words, NO choice.) If the schools are
a joke with very little education going on, too bad; it
is not (presently) within our power to réarrange the
spending priorities of this government to provide the
needed funds and attention necessary to create qual-
ity education, We have no real choice, either bear
with it or drop out. In short, work, housing, educa-
tion, the essential things that determine the quality of
our existence, are not controlled by us but by the
ruling capitalist class. The motivating force of capital-
ism is expanding profit NOT fulfilling the social needs
of the society. So this is the exploited condition und-
er which Third World and working class people live.
The basic problems of their communities, which leads
to other problems such as “crimes”, can be traced
NOT to themselves but to the capitalist interests that
really control the society.

Filipinos in prison come from poor and working
class backgrounds. In many cases they come
from homes where it is necessary for both parents to
work long hours in order to make a wage that is just
enough for their families to survive on. Because the
parents must work and because there are no day care
centers and no good schools with constructive
programs for young people: it puts heavy strains on
the family life and structure. Alot of kids start
growing up on the local corner, On the streets there is
*nothing happening"™ all the time: kids are easy prey

By Kapatid Bill Sorro

ing from the Killing of a

for gangster-types and dope pushers. The parents are
hard working people... sometimes (hey _blame
themselves ... sometimes the kids. The people spend
too much time blaming each other while the real
culprits go by unnoticed.

Non-white children in this country have
systematically been denied the learning of their
culture and their people's contributions to this
society and mankind. Historically, education in the
U.S. has been taught from a white racist perspective
with white values, morals and standards. The history
that has been taught about this country is a distortion
of the truth. For non-white people their history in
this country for the most part has been a lie, starting
with the American Indian, the native American.

For many Filipino young people who live in the
“barrios and ghettos™ of this country, education is a
farce. The quality of it (or lack of quality), its
irrclevance to their lives and experience and its
general’ depressing atmosphere, all go to make school
a drag. The schools themselves are over-crowded,
usually old and run down like so many other
buildings in the community, with insensitive
teachers(mostly white with different class backrounds

and experiences) few of whom ever live in the

community. ey

School ‘“drop-out” is a common occurance in
Third World communities. Among Filipinos living in
these communities, there is an increasing rate of
school *‘drop outs". Young people who become
disenchanted and “turmned off” to school and the
educational system, drop out of school. Out of
economic necessity and responsibility they seek what
they think will be the answer to school, that is, a job.
It’s one thing to look for a job and it’s another thing
to find one, especially if you are young, a high school
drop out and non-white. You can Jook for a month or
maybe a year ~ unemployment can become a way of
life and it has nothing to do with laziness, just years
of frustration — trying and failing, trying and failing.

Unemployment hits hardest in the Third World
communities, welfare lines are the longest, “social
aid” programs the most extensive, continuously
making the people of these communities feel that it is
their fault that they are in this position, and should
be grateful for the benevolence of the government.
When in fact, it is the government and the ruling class
interests of the capitalist system itsclf that
perpetuates this poverty and misery.

For many *‘crime” is a way of survival. Sometimes
it is a way to obtain the necessary money. to feed,
house and cloth yourself and maybe a family. The
majority of black and brown men and women in
California are imprisoned for “crimes of survival”,

Many young people of the barrios and ghettos find
themselves jobless and aimlessly wandering the
streets, confused about their situation and what they
can do to resolve it. The streets of the poor and Third
World communities are filled with many such people
both young and old alike. The alternatives nnd'
opportunities opened to many of the people of these
communities are few. One of them, and very
prevelent among the young is drugs. Drugs (and
liquor) have always been intertwined with the lives of

the oppressed people. Drugs dull the senses and ease
the paln of a living situation which you are not really
responsible for but which you feel “guilty" about.

The VICTIMS of the drugs are the ones who get
prosecuted here in Americal The dope traffic is
controlled by the “Mafla”. “Organized crime" nets
over one billion dollars a year in the U.S.|| The FBI
w!)ich was originally formed to combat "organlzed'
crime”, has made an unofficial peace pact with these
gangsters since the 1940’s, Instead the senjle
reactionary J.Edgar Hoover and the FBI spends its
time trying to intimidate progressive forces in the
U.S., track down draft evaders, and to make things
look on the up and up, they round up a few small
time “pushers” now and then. The “blg boys' g0 free
and rake in dough - the ghetto lives with addiction,

Prison

The majority of Filipinos in prison are inprisoned
for drugrelated “crimes” (because of addiction),
robbery burglary, drug sales, etc.. Drug related
“crimes’ means “crimes” that are committed in order
for a person to get the necessary money to take care
of his or her “habit”, For many drug addicts this
amount commonly exceeds $100 per-day!

The Judicial system serves to perp_étuate the status
quo. Using empty words about " “justice” and
“impartiality” it only protects the property rights of
the “haves’ and keeps the *“have nots” from getting
out of line. A poor man never can quite figure out the
“law™, but he’s afraid of court because he knows it
will screw him everytime. The rich man feels quite
comfortable in court surrounded by his smooth
talking lawyers. The courts of *“‘justice” in America
have always been instraments of racism, maintaining
and perpetuating this white supremist society. Where
a white is innocent until proven guilty, people of
color, especially black and brown people, are thought
of from the beginning as being *“probably guilty” and
the verdict is left in the hands of racist white judges
and juries.

Everyone convicted of a crime in this country is
subjected to the process of the judicial system. By
law, every person must be represented by counsel, a
lawyer. For the rich and the more fortunate who can
afford a lawyer who is knowledgeable with the *ins”
and *“‘outs” of law, there is the good possibility that
this person will not be convicted for the “crime” but
in fact be given a lesser sentcnce because of the
“professional” representation. A lawyer is in business
to make money. His business can only be as
successful us the outcome of the cases he wins. Most
judges, who before their appointment were lawyers
themselves are very iousof this ic fact,

and frequently make compromises favorable to the
clients of the PAID attorney.

. For the poor, this is definitely not the case. Unable
to pay for an attorney, the poor are assigned a

publx; defender” by the courts. “Public defenders”
arfc paid by the courts and often have daily case loads
of 50 or 60 people. Because of these heavy case loads,
public defenders can never spend more than a few
minutes with their clients, This important time is
often spent just outside the court room prior to that
Person’s appearance before the judge.

How can a person  possibl: Il the
circumstances that surrounpd nndyaren:-lealtaetedato the
elvllen(s that led up to that person’s “crime”? In a few
s o:’( minutes relate his family situation, employment
or lack of it, all the pressures that he is forced to
::;;frc:tl:atevliewday. How? He can’t and because of
Bt s meted out to him is production line

P

In Am‘exica, we are told, a person who

has his right ot a speedy and fair mal".‘é l;e::;ti::
guilt or innocence. But the prisons are filled with men
and women Who never had their day in court Most of
them are offered “deals” by the district attorney (the
prosecutor) who collaborates with the public
defender and the judge to “cop a plea” or to lead
guilty and to hope for the “mercy of the colll,ﬂs =
Most people are in prison for accepting this “deal."
believing that they would recieve a shorter sentenc'e
probation or even under the mistaken illusion that
they would be set free. Because of their willingness to
cooperate, 90% of all criminal defendants in the
United States plead guilty before trial; less than 1%
are tried before a jury.

If you can’t afford the bail which is the

TW people, then you have to go to priso‘:'laf:en:iolrantlg:tl
date is set - so pleading “‘guilty” seems to be the only
best way out so most people “cop a plea.” If you
plead “not guilty” you stay in jail anyway and
eventually face a rascist court. The jury system is
supposed to be this great guarantee of “justice,” but

" in reality it is too slow and too expensive and out of

the reach of most people,

In California, under the Indeterminate Sentence
Law, the final sentence isn't set until that Prisoner
has done some time, often a long long time. The
Superior Court judge under law, doesn’t set a definite
sentence, he only prescribles the minimum and
maximum terms set by law. California has the highest
average term of any prison system in the country for
first offenders — three years. With fifty of the most
common “crimes’ carrying the maximumsentence of
life imprisonment - the threat of a long sentence is
always real. 0

’

Under the California Indeterminate Sentence Law,
a mimimum and maximum sentence is set by the
courts, but the actual time is fixed by the adult
authority only a month before the minimum term is
to run out. Thus a man given a ten year sentence
many not learn of his actual sentence for nearly ten
years. ( an example: George Jackson for an *“‘accused™
1970 robbery was advised to “take the deal” - he got
1 year to life! And George’s case was NOT unusual.)

The Adult Authority has complete control to set
the prisoner’s sentence and decide when tq grant or
revoke parole. These are life and death decisions for
prisoners, and the possibility of leniant treatmer}t is
held out as a “carrot” to keep the men in line. Pnso_n
experts say that the indeterminate sentence 1S
designed -to let out the “reformed’” prisoners and
keep the ‘“unreformed” criminals away from the
outside *free society.” The chance for a short
sentence and early parole is supposed to encourage
prisoners to walk the line towards “rehabilitation™ .
This “incentive system”™ wears the mask of
“rehabilitation” for the public, while it reveals itself
inside the prisons as a dehumanizing form of
psychological control, even more effective than the
threat of physical brutality. (This is not to say that
physical brutality is not used - brutal beatings are a
common part of prison life where sadistic guards
attempt to keep people “in line.") .

The adult authority itself mainly consists of people
who have spent their whole lives putting people in
prison and guarding them. Since its creation in 1944,
the number of appointed members has increased from
three to nine, and the qualification have come to
emphasize “law enforcement experience.” Of the
nine men who comprise the adult authority, 7 are
white, one black, and one chicano. All of which have
been previously F.B.I. agents, police chiefs, prison
guards, district attorney, (prosecutors) and long time
civil servant of the prison system!

It is these men who make judgments a'bout
individual prisoners on the basis of a ten minute
interview once a yearl In reality, these interviews are
“trials” where the adult authority acts as t'he
prosecutor, judge and jury. The adult authority
decides if the prisoner is to be paroled or have his
term set or extended — all on the basis of' his
“record” and the statements made by the prison
officials and guards. The prisoner does not have the
right to a lawyer at this hearing nor does he have the
right to see his file (a file is kept on al! prisoners
concerning their activities and behavior; it IS
commonly referred to as a jacket and follows the man
throughout his time in prison). He is not anwgd tg
question or interview those who have submitte
statements about him. If he even hints that a prison,
parole or law enforcement official might have .madt:
*‘a mistake"about him, he can count on spending a
least another year in prison.

On November 1970, there was a strike at Folsom
Prison, Among ihe | 1 of demands made by the
prisoners were:

~ the presence of a lawyer at adult suthority
hearings, . .

~ defense witnesses at parole rev?cntxon he}gl;l‘l‘l?‘;

— an end to indeterminate sentencing and a 1l
earlier parole,

- the replacement of the appointed adult authority
by elected parole board,

The abolition of the Indeterminate Seatencing Law
.and an end to the complete power of the adult
authority over the lives and destinies of the men
imprisoned are high on the list of demands made by
the prisoners of this state. They are just demands.

Prisons are only a more intense reflection of the
“outside society.” For black, brown and other
non-white people, they are a continuation of the
dehumanization process that has its beginnin_;p from
the day that person is born into the barrios and
ghettos and other oppressed communities of this
country. "

Many of us believethat the prison movement is
something new. It is not. As long as there have been
prisons and men and women inside, there has always
been resistance. The history of the prison movement
in this country paralleled the black liberation
struggle. What we, on the “outside free society™ are
becoming aware of, are conditions that have always
existed in the prisons. The resistance to these
oppressive conditions are no longer isolated acts of
rebellion by a single individual, but organized actions

of men ( as in the case of Attica where over 1200

black, brown and white prisoners rebelied). These

people are no longer fearful of the oppressive prison
authorities, guards and are prepared to face the
consequences of their acts: solitary confinement,
brutal beatings by the guards, (correctional officers)

FIFTEEN

Many of us erroneously think that prisoners live in
a closed world, with no connection to the events of
the outside. The history of the last two decades of
struggle inside however, shows that the pnsoners have
kept oace with the political ¢ on the outside.
For Black, brown, and other men inside prison, there
is a keen awareness of the political developments
taking place in their communities, but there is an
cven pgreater desire to understand what these
developments and how do they relate to them as
members of these communities who are imprisoned.

Prisoners moved beyond the traditional food and *
shelter complaints of the late 50’s and 60’s to
demand religious freedom and civil rights, while the
most recent actions have made revolutionary
challenges to the whole prison system itself and the
society which this prison system grew linking up with
the broader mo . In resp , support for the
prison movement is growing on the outside. Groups
of legal workers are challenging prison conditions in

the courts and supporting organizations have
developed in the communities throughout the
country.

In February of this year, a letter had gotten gut of
Soledad State Prison to a group of Asian people
working in the Japanese community of San Jose
called Asians for Community Action. The contents of
the letter explained that there were a group of 25
Asians in Soledad who had formed a study group
consisting of Filipinos, Chinese, Japanese and
Hawaiians. They expressed their awaremeness of the
political  activities taking place with their
communities, and if it was at all possible for ACA to
make arrangements with the warden and the Dept. of
Corrections to come and visit with them and relate
some of the cumrent information to them and also
help them with their studies. And so the Asian
American Cultural group of Soledad State Prison was
formed, and joint communications of Northem
California (there is also a joint communications in
Southern California that is also an asian prison
program) was formed on the outside.

The people that made up joint communications
No. California, were mainly politically active people
working in their respective communities: people from
ACA in San Jose, active students from UC campus at
Davis, workers of the International Hotel at
Manilatown, members of the JCYC, and Leway Inc.
of San Francisco.

Our involvement with the brothers of the Asian
American Cultural Group was short-ived. It seems
that the prison authorities found it necessary to begm
shipping the men of the group to other prisons
throughout the state and purposely breaking up the
group. Then telling us that there were not enough
Asians left inside Soledad to constitute a study group
and because of this our visitation rights would be
terminated. This is a clear examptle of how the peison
authorities divide the men inside prison and continue
to keep them separate even from their own people

more time, and even as in Attica, to be d for
daring to stand up for their rights as men, against the
unjust prisons and the rascist authorities. Prisons have
always been the cradle of resistance.

Prison authorities have learned in their many years
of oppression that to divide the prison population
along racial lines is the easiest and most effective way
to control the prison and to repress any organized
attempt of the inmates to make demands on them
about their living conditions and the brutal treatment
they are subjected to. This is done very much like on
the “outside free society.” lnside the prisons, you
have the white convicts in the majority of the better
“more qualified™ jobs such as, the prison electricians,
plumbers, carpenters, bookeepers, etc. The non-white
population finds themselves again in the more menisl
labor force: the cooks, kitchen workers, machine
operators, janitors, etc. The competition for those
“more qualified” better paying jobs, ( which only
amounts to a few dollars a month) is tense. It
becomes more intense by the racial antagonisms
encouraged by the guards. Whenever we read about a
prison killing, it is always reported simply as a black
inmate or brown killing a white inmate. What in fact
does happen, is that, the guards continucusly put
once race of men against another, spreading rumours
that this black prisoner will be killed by that brown
or white prisoner, thereby keeping the prisoners
always mistrusting each other and at each other’s
throats. This perpetuates the racial antagonism to the
point where there is constant violence among the
“convicts."”

However, there is a developing consciousness
taking place with the men in prison. This concerns
their lives as prisoners, the inhuman conditions they
are forced to live under, and the devisive tactics that
the prison guards and authorities have always used to
keep them apart. As a convict class, and the‘refop
experiences the same exploitation and oppression in
the hands of the enemy, they all have one thing in
common. That they are all prisoners. 1t is along these
lines that they successfully continue to c_amnize. qu
the convict class, the words “in l_mny there is
strength™ has a deep and realistic meaning.

.
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One of the brothers, a Filipino, Yemon Augustine,
was railroaded to San Quentin where he has since
June of this year been kept in the “Adjustment
Center” - the prison within the pnson. Vernoa was
railroaded (“‘railroaded™ is a term used by prisoners
to describe the way they can be tramsported at
moments notice to a “tighter security™ prson for
some “misbehaviour.” Prison authorities do NOT
have to legally justify their decision to railroad a
prisoner,) from Soledad to San Quentin for having
“inflammatory literature™. This means any kind of
literature that the prison feels will weakea their
control over the inmate. Books like: Prison history
and reforms, material concerning the lives of
revolutionaries, leaders such 23 Fidel Castro, Mao
Tse-Tung, Mabini, and even this newspaper, anything
they decide can be called “inflammatory™ and kept
from the inmate. This is all part of a systematic
control process, to try to control the prisoner’s mind
and keep him ignorant of any revolutionary struggies
taking place outside the prison and how they relate to
himself.

Vemon Augustine is still in the segregated unit of
the “adjustment center” at San Quentin, and all
attempt that joint communications have made to
reach him failed. The prison authorities have blocked
all attempts to reach this brother and possibly help
him.

continued on page 32
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ATTICA...
Seeds of Fascism

On September 9, 1971, 1,300 prisoners at Attica The decision to break off the negotiations were
State Prison in New York State, gained control of a  made by the state authorities and NOT the prisoners.
section of the prison, took 38 hostage guards and  The prisoners were still prepared to discuss things
civilians and issued 28 demands to the prison author- when the National Guard was sent in.
ities. days later, the National Guard and state police
were sent in to “restore order”. When they were The prisoners did not kill anyone. The deaths in
through, they left 32 dead prisoners, 10 dead hos- the Attica massacre were caused by the bullets of the
Iages and over 150 wounded prisoners. Amerikan  National Guard and state police.

*“order” had been restored! B - L

ATTICA
DEMANDS

1. Provide adequate food water and shelter for all inmates,
2. Inmates shall be permitted to return to their cells or to
other suitable accommodations or shelter under their power,
The observer committee shall monitor the implementation of
this operation.

3. Grant complete administrative amnesty to all persons
associsted with this matter. By administrative ¥ the
state agrees:

A. Not to take any adverse parole actions, administrative
proceedings, physical punishment or other type of harass.
ment, such as holding inmantes incommunicado, segregating
inmates, or keep them in isolation or in 24-hour lockup,

B. The state will grant legal amnesty in regard to all civil
actions that could arise from this matter,

C. It is agreed that the State of New York and all its
departments divisions and subdivisions, including.the State
Department of Corrections and the Attica Correctional Fa-
cility and its employees and agents, shall not file or initiate
any criminal complaint or act as plainant in any criminal
action of any kind or nature relating to property, Pproperty
d ge or property-related crimes arising out of the incidents
at the Attica Correctional Facility during Sept. 9,10 and 11,
1971,

4. R d the application of the New York State
Minimum Wage Law standards to all work done by inmates,
Every effort will be made to make the records of Payments
available to inmates.

5. Establish by Oct. 1, a permanent ombudsman service for
the facility, staffed by appropriate persons from the neigh-
boring communities.

6. Allow all New York State prisoners to be politically
active without intimidation or reprisal.

7. Allow true religious freedom.

8. End all hip of newspapers, magazines and other
publications from publishers, unless it is determined by quali-
fied authority, which includes the ombydsman, that the lit-
erature in question presents a clear and present danger to the
safety and security of the institution. Institution spot-censor-
ing only of letters.

9. Allow all inmates at their own expense to communicate
with anyone they please.

10. Institute realistic effect rehabilitation programs for all
inmates according to their offense and personal needs.

11. Modernize the inmate education system, including the
establishment of a Latin library, .
12. Provide an effective ics for

all prisoners requesting such treatment, i .
13. Provide or allow adequate legal assistance to all in-

mates requesting it, or permit them to use inmate legal assis-
tance of their choice in any proceeding whatsoever, In all
such proceedings inmates shall be entitled to appropriate due
process of law. '

14. Reduce cell time, increase recreation time and provide
better.recreation facilities and equipment, bopefully by Nov.
1,197,

16. Provide a healthy diet reduce the number of pork
dishes, increase fresh fruit daily.

16. Provide adequate medical treatment for every inmate.
Engage either a Spanish-speaking doctor or interpreters who
will pany Spanish-speaking inmates to medical inter-
_views, . «

17. Institute a program for the recruitment and employ-

The T.V. news and the local newspapers per-
formed their functions well; they encouraged the
working people of America to be freightened and
confused over this “rebellion of convicts!” The *“‘of-
ficial’ media did not present the 28 demands for the
people to examine for themselves. Instead they paint-

: i e 5
ed a terrifying picture of the “criminal, revolutionary ey, ap ok W5 S 4 A
types” ( ultin‘; them both together to confuse Nothing .fs more powerful than fm.ldm, and flufy
# R have the idea that they are the victims of a rascist
people), “cold blooded murderers” who threatcned soclety, repressed by racist pigs and racist insti-
the lives of “innocent guards” and had the “nerve” to tutions” -p Ruccel gswal d prsg coifimistioner. of
make demands on the prison system - “misfits” who Corretlinhe >
are trying to destroy American Society. Ordinary p ! s A
people become freightened and insecure ~ it seems There will always be “poor-peoples’ crimes” in a
the world is falling apart... so when the news finally society were most people must compete for the
comes that these ‘“criminal elements” have been necessities of life; where human aspirations are
“eliminated” and Attica is once again “under blocked and frustrated from childhood for the major-
control,” many people react in an incorrect way. A ity of Third World pgople in the society. It’s on.ly
reactionary massacre has just taken place before our natural to find crime in a system based on exploit-
very eyes, but many people don’t sce it!! Instead, ation — the ghetto “criminal®” is only trying to ape the
they feel more “secure™ now ‘that the “trouble- values of the real criminals, the capitalists. To get
makers” have been “taken care of.” BEWARE! This something without having to work (petty theft); to
is the social dynamics of fascism; fascism is built on live high off exploiting other people (pimps); to
fear and misinformation, We must educate ourselves control a profitable market (pushers). These are the
and each other concerning the “prison rebellion,” kind of values imbedded into the foundationis of
otherwise Attica could prove to be one of the“dress capitalism - they work for the real pigs, make them
rehearsals” for out-right fascism in the United States, fich “respectable” and powerful, but for the ghetto
people, these same values lead to “crimes” and to
ATTICA REVOLT prisons. (It’s only fitting that Nelson Rockefeller
should have given the go.ahead for the Attica
Fascism in America will on the surface, look like a  massacre ‘in the name of “protecting free society.”
‘“‘race war” because most of America’s “freightened” Rockefeller whose family “respectability” and wealth
middle class is white and over 85% of the “rebellious” is built on generations of capialist exploitation and
prison population of Attica is black and brown. plunder.)

THE FACTS:

Prisons have always been for the poor and exploit-
ed. Their function is to convince the prisoners that
there is nothing wrong with the society and get

everything wrong with the prisoner ~ he is a “misfit”
and cannot get along in “normal” society. The prison
will try its “best” to reform him but there is little
hope since most convicts are considered “patho-
logical”” We can best understand the prison
movement as a political response to this official LIE.

Three mon\\&s B\EFORE the rebellion, the Attica
pﬁson.en. issued a list of deplorable conditions exist- 1 last 10 years, a growing political awareness
ing within the prison. They demanded the state make is c;:aglg:ng thle %n‘sons j‘,: Am%,?w_ Prisoners are
some changes (acceptable channels.) THERE WAS beginning to view their situation in social and politic-
Nor ,EVEN A RESPONSE MADE TO THE DEM- al terms. Discovering the social forces that lead them

ANDS! to prison; forces they had no control over. They are
no longer blaming themselves, hating themselves...

and the walls are beginning to shake under the strain.

The prison movement is identifying the whole Amer-

ican system as basically criminal and pathological and

calling for a struggle to create a new system. We must
support and strengthen the prison movement in our
work outside the walls. We should become more
aware of the conditions inside the prisons, support

After the prisoners controlled cell-block D, they
elected a negotiating team of Black, Puerto[ Rican
and white prisoners. Disciplined security arrange-
ments were made to protect the lives of the hostages.
Decisions were reached democratically and carried
out by the prisoners without any need for external
force. The level of organization and unity which the
prisoners displayed amazed even the prison author-

fties the demands for needed reforms, and militantly ment of a significant number of black and Spanish-speaking
‘ oppose any reactionary attempt to smash the prison officers,
The 28 d G wers s Wle and eh ity movement and massacre the prisoners. 18. Establish an inmate grievance commission, comprised

of one elected inmate from each company, which is auth-
orized to speak to the administration concerning grievances
and develop other procedures for inmate participation in the
operation and decisi king prc of the institution.

19. Investigate the alleged expropriation of inmate funds
and the use of profits from the metal and other shops.

20. The State Commissioner of Correctional Service will
recommend that the penal law be changed to cease adminis-
trative tencing of inmates returned for parole violation.

21, R d that Menenchino hearings be held
promptly and fairly, (This concerns the right of prisoners to
be represented legally on Parole-violation changes).

22. Recommend necessary legislation and more adequate
funds to expand work relief Programs,

23. End approved lists for correspondents and visitors.

24. Remove visitation screens as soon as possible.

25. Institute a 30-day maximum for segregation arising out
of any one offense. Every effort should be geared toward
restoring the individual to regular housing as soon as possible,
consistent with safety regulations.

. 26. Paroled inmates shall not be,charged with parole viola-
tions for moving traffic violations of driving without a license
unconnected with any other crimes,

27, P.ermil access to outside dentists and doctors at the
inmates’ own expense within the Institution where possible

and consistent with schedul; i is
P ing problems, medical dingnosi

justified. (The Attica demands are reprinted in full in
this issue). Of the 28 the only two that the prison
authorities had not agreed to and were still being
negotiated before the massacre were: 1)dismissal of
M i, superintend of Attica,2)amnesty for
those involved in the rebellion, Amnesty is the crucial
test because in past prison rebellions the authorities
have gone back on their promised reforms and retal-
iated against the leaders and participants of the
rebellion. There is no good reason the state author-
ities can give for not agreeing to amnesty. 1f the
authorities admit that the demands are reasonable
and publicly agree to make the needed reforms and if
the prisoners have harmed none of the hostages and
displayed themselves to be serious and disciplined,
then they have only brought notice to legitimate
gricvances and there is NO reason not to grant them
amnesty. The continued refusal on the part of the
Prison authorities to grant the amnesty demand led
the prisoners to the following conclusion: That the
state was showing once again its “bad faith” and
probably had no intension of actually implementing
the reforms and changes called forth by the demands
and the state probably intented to retaliate against
the “rebels” in order to discourage “‘future revolts” 4 "y,}
and to isolate and “railroad” the *“trouble-makers”,
who lead the rebellion. This is exactly what has
happened over and over again after prison rebellions —
prisoners learn from history! The prisoners’ decision
to hold out on the amnesty demand is perfectly
understandable. The unreasonable refusal on the part
of the state to grant amnesty only exposes the
hypocracy and real intensions to attempt to crush the
prison movement,

What is your name?
I am a revolutionary,

Q. What are you charged with ?

A. I was bom black.

g, ﬁc'm; 1(:;1g havel yozlt been in?

. I've had troubles since the day [ was
~Robert Blake, black prisoner r;:gotialc?ro %
Tombs Rebelllon, Oct. 1970 "
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SEVENTEEN

rhe Mercenary Tradition
or the Armed Forces

rne Philippines

of

KALAYAAN is including in this special supplement an essay by Jose Ma. Sison concerning
the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP). This essay is important in the light of the recent
fascist developments in the Philippines, because the Army is. and has been in the past, the
major weapon in the hands of the corrupt government in attempting to beat down any

democratic protests and movements.

In the future years as the National Democratic Revolution in the Philippines grows
stronger, it will become even clearer that the AFP is in direct conflict with the revolution.
The U.S. goverument will not only completely prop up the AFP, it will try to tell us that
the AFP troops are “protecting democracy in Manila®. )

In fact however, the AFP serves the Filipino version of the Nixon Doctrine, that is,

“Filipinos fighting Filipinos™ for the benefit

and protection of U.S. investments and

markets, as well as for the “security™ of the corrupt Filipino ruling class. &

This essay has been widely read in the Philippines. It will provide a solid basis fot‘us to
understand the essential nature of the Armed Forces of the Philippines. It was first delivered
in the form of a speech before the junior and senior classes of the Phifippine Military
Academy. Although it was written in 1966, it is even more relevant today after the recent

moves by the Marcos regime. Jose Maria Sison
Kabataang Makabayan

1 understand that an increasing number of officers
and rank and filers of the Armed Forces of the
Philippines arc reconsidering their traditions and the
basic postulates by which commands have been sent
down from the top with the most rigid disciplinc
characteristic of the military establishment.

In the Philippine Military Academy, 1 would
presume that the fresher minds of young men are
striving to clarify that the true military tradition
which every Filipino must be proud of and whose
spirit he must imbue should hark back to the
Katipunan (Revolutionary Armed Forces of 1896)
and the Philippine Revolution.

On the surface, cvery soldier of the g
carries with him the initial of the Katipunan on his
uniform. The Philippinc Military Academy carries the
name of the great anti-imperialist gencral, Gregorio
del Pilar, who fought against Spanish colonialism and
U.S. imperialism. He died fighting U.S. imperialism,
faithful to the sovereignty of the Filipino people who
showed the imperialist soldiers how, in familiar
Yankee slang, to rub him out of Tirad Pass.

We arc once again at a point in our national history
where the body politic is pervaded by the collective
desire to assert our people’s sovercignty and to Bive
substance to those forms of seeming independence

of

was one of the founding members of the

exists within the very machinery upon which the
people are supposed to d d for thcir national

security. .

It should be pertinent to ask whetlier we should
allow the Armed Froces of the Philippines to
continue in the mercenary tradition of the Civil
Guards of Spanish times, the Macabebes, the
Philippinc Scouts and the USAFFE under direct U.S.
command and the Ganaps and puppet constabulary
of the Japanese imperialists. Is the military willing to
reject this mercenary tradition and replace it with the
revolutionary spirit of the Katipunan?

After the

ful US. imperialist aggressi

which started in \B?B. the aggressor has made use _of

so many devi in the ise of its

military and finaucial power converting so many of
our countrymen into their mercenarics and puppets.
We have indeed come a long way from the
martyrdom of Crn. Geicgorio del Pilar and the

ising stand i U.S. imperialism of

Gen. A’n!om‘o Luna. Only the slogan of *bencvoient
assimilation’ scems to be able to ring a bell and make

No foreign aggressor can successfully stay in the
Philippines without adopting a divide-and-rule policy:
without being able to direct a significant number of
our countrymen to fight their fellow countrymen.

If we trace the military history of the Philippines,
we would realise that a foreign power succeeds in
imposing its rule by making use of a part of our
countrymen against (heir fellow countrymen. The
Spaniard Magellan thought it wise to side with King
Humabon against Lapu-Lapu. This was the pattern of
military activity that the colonialists employed to
retain control of the Philippines for more than three
centurizs. One barangay cooperative to the colonizers
was used against another uncooperative barangay.
Visayar recruits impressed into the Civil Guards were
used to pacify Tagalog areas and keep colonial peace
and order while fostering regional antagonism. The
recruits in one island were used to quell resistance in
another island. In trying to expand the area of its
colonial domination, the Spaniards made use of their
recruits in Luzon and Vissyas to fight the great
people of Mindanzo. Peasant recruits whose own class
was being oppressed in the Philippines were sent on
expeditions o fight Spanish wars in the Moluccas,
Borneo, Carolines and Indo-China. Dr. Jose Rizal
depicted this colonial irony in the story of Cabesang
Tales and his son Tano, in £1 Filibusterismo. The
former was being oppressed by the colonial masters,
the friar landlords, but his son was impmd.mto the
colonial military service to ﬁgu l'l:ee inhabitants of
the Carolines, Subsequently, when he was
to his own country, Tano was perpiexed why he had
to hecome the instrument for the suppression of his
own people. In one engagement he had to fight his
own father, with the nom de guerre Matanglawin, and
in the process killed his own grandfather, Tandang
Selo. This is a sad story of a peasant enlisted to fight
his own peasant brothers.

Under US. impetialism, many Filipinos hm been
converted into mercenaries and with their military
service set back the Philippine revolution. 1t was with

the help of such traitors that Gen. del Pilar was killed

in battle, Apuinaldo captured and the Philippine
revolution subsequently broken. After the
pacification of Luzon and Visayas, the mercenaries
from these islands were employed as the first units of
the Philippine Constabulary that helped Gen.
Pershing his bestial mission of subjugating the
people of Mindanao by military force. Under

some of us the running dogs in a ul P

experiment of U.S. imperialism. These running dogs
in every ficld of our national life can only respond to
lh_t': imperialist bell; they forget the principle of

that a foreign power has conceded as a
compromise and chicanery in its favor. There is now
an cvident political flow invloving all patriotic classes,
groups and individuals. Our people as a whole,
including those who have been conservative are
beginning to re-examine the status of national life and
the strategic relations that have bound us from the
beginning of this century.

An intensive inquiry is now being made as to how
our society has remained semi-colonial and
semi-feudal; as to how our political system has now
actually permitted the masses of the people to enjoy
the bounty of genuine democracy; as to how an
imperialist culture wedded to a colonial culture has
persisted; as to how some of us have persisted in
considering themselves under the protection of a
foreign power which extracts super-profits from our
country and which constantly involves it in selfish
imperialist enmities throughout Asia and throughout
the world in the guise of a religious crusade called
anti-communism.

We fear aggression and supposedly we prepare for
it. But many of us forget the aggression that has
succeeded in perpetuating itself within our shores.
Many of us lose sight of the fact that actually a
foreign aggressor persists within our territory always
trying to cause petty confusion among our people
and trying to retain the present local officialdom as a
mere bunch of overscers for its selfish imperialist
interests.

A conservative man like Speaker Comelio Villaeal
has exposed in a series of articles in the Manila Times
the fact that the Joint United States Military
Advisory Group (JUSMAG) has developed a built-in
control ‘of our armed forces through its firm control
of logistics, intelligence, planning and personnel
training on a strategic level. Guided no less by hxs.
experience, Rep. Carmelo Bnrbgro. an  ex-ammy
officer, has also made statements in support of the
contention that an unduc amount of foreign control

= signing up) any workshop. (Some of the workshop

r ing themselves as truc patriots in the present
situation and of redeeming the hundreds of th d
of patriotic Filipinos who dies in fighting the U.S.

* aggressors only a few decades ago.

From the point of view of our revolutionary
patriots who would rather die than surrender and
compromise with the U.S. imperialists, our fellow
countrymen who went over to the side of the enemy
and became the core of the American-trained
Philippinc military were no different from the Civil
Guards who were indjos but who served the interests
of the Spanish colonizers.

Jap imperialism, many Filipinos also became the
armed agents (o kill and supress the patriotic
movement of their own people. In the style of all
foreign aggressors, the Japanese imperialists made use
of Korean and Taiwanese conscripts to help them
overrun Southeast Asia,

In this same fashion, US. imperialism has used
Filipino troops in Korea and south Vietmam to fight
their fellow Asians. Vietnam today suffers from
military campaigns waged by a mercenary Vietnamese
army and by mercenary troops from other Asian
countries under the command of US. imperialism.
The shameless dispatch of Filipino troops in the guise
of “civic action® to Vietnam is no different from the
sending of Filipino expeditionary forces to the same
place in Spanish colonial days in the middie of the
last century.

Top. uen. George Pickett, Jr., chief
of JUSMAG, and Gen. Rafael lleto,

commanding general of the 2nd mili-
tary Area, demonstrating M16 rifles.

Bottom: 116 units of M&01-1 ton cargo
trucks, making a total of 373 new ve-~
hicles valued at more than one million
dollars delivered to Armed Forces of
the Philippines since Gen. Pickett took
command in July, 1969,
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What scems to obscure the fact that U.S.
imperialism continues to perpetuate its aggression in
the Philippines is our World War II experience.
Because we were on the same side against Japanese
imperialism and because there was a brief
interruption of direct U.S. rule, many fell into the
misconception that U.S. imperialist aggression had
already been superceded once and for all by Japanese
imperialist aggression and, furthermore, by the
promise of fake independence. In truth, when World
War II ended and after the July Fourth proclamation

of ‘independence’, the United States had succeeded in
reasserting its military and economic power over the
Philippines. Its reoccupation and recontrol of the
Philippines were essentially no different from the
re-institution of Spanish colonial power after the
brief British occupation of the Philippines during the
latter part of the cighteenth century. The USAFFE
siding with the U.S. imperialists against the Japanese
was essentially no different from Filipino civil guards
siding with the Spaniards against the Dutch and the
British. We fought a second aggressor only to be more
subjugated by the first aggressor. We failed to make
use of the war of two aggressors to build up our own
national liberation forces that could eliminate both
aggressors.

Indecd the anti-Japanese struggle could have given
the Filipino people the chance to build up their own
national liberation forces. The masses of our people
became armed and became highly organized. But they
were not armed with the correct thought of fighting
for their independence from both Japanese
imperialism and US. imperialism. Instead, the

widespread USAFFE forces accepted and were even
proud of their American commanders and they were
childishly carried by MacArthur’s seemingly innocent
and romantic slogan of ‘I shall return’, Little did they
sealize that it would mean the return of U.S.
imperialism, with its bag of unequal agreements
which up to now keep our people in bondage.Despite
the fact that Wainwright shamelessly surrendered to
the Japanese imperialists as a mock climax to the
mock glory of Bataan and despite the fact that we,
the Filipinos did the fighting and dying in multitudes 5
in the absence of our American ‘protectors’, we
would still acclaim the latter as our ‘liberators’, How
servile are some of us to U.S. imperialism that we
obscure the fact that it was the genius, courage and
patriotism of the Filipino people which unfolded a
wide-spread guerilla movement undermining the

b of the Jap aggression and breaking its

backbone before the other imperialist power came to
reclaim its colony, destroy Filipino lives and property
in its mopping-up operations.

The singular achievement of the Japanese
imperialists during World War I was the brutal
destruction of Filipino lives. The singular
achievement of the U.S. imperialists was the wanton
destruction of Filipino homes and property under the
pretext of engaging in mopping-up ormions despite
the fact that the Japanese had already fled the towns
and cities in the face of avenging Filipino partisans,
The US. imperialists wantonly destroyed Filipino

property with their air bombardment and artillery

fire as if to prepare us for war damage payments, the
war damage payments by which we were to be forced
to approve the Beli Trade Act; the war damage
payments which were given mostly 1o big US.
corporations, U.S. citizens and to church institutions.
These facts are attested to by the records of the U S,
Congress and the War Damage Commission.

In its attempt to reinstitute the mercenary
tradition in the military, the U.S, government made it
clear that only those guerillas it would recognize
would receive backpay and unrecognized ones would
better disband or submit themselves to American
purposes. Otherwise, they would be punished for war
crimes. Filipino patriots who fought in Central Luzon
and Southern Luzon and who wished to remain
independent of the imperialist purposes of the United
States were arrested, disarmed and subjected to
massacres as in the cases of Huk Squadrons 77 and
99. The conditions for civil strife, wherein Filipinos
would kill Filipinos, were prepared by the imperialists
in order to successfully re-establish their political,
economic and military power over the Philippines.

Using its armed power and its local agents, the
United States succceded in destroying the national
democratic forces opposing the Parity Amendment
and Bell Trade Act. Likewise, under the guise of
protecting the Philippines from the Soviet Union ar_id
Communism, its erstwhile ally in the great anti-fascist
struggle, the United States succeeded in ex(prting
from the Filipino people a series of military
agreements which directly transgress our national
sovereignty in a2 manner more profound than
economic control can,

The 99-year US.-RP. Military Bases Agreement
was effected by the United States. It has meant US.
extra-territorial control of close to 200,000 hectares
of Philippine territory. More than that, it is supposed
to grant to US. troops exteritorial rights - the
“right” to move to any part of the country without
being bound by Filipino jurisdiction and sovereignty,
particularly when such troops are on military duty.

By this “right” the United States assumes that the
Philippines is under its occupatios and Philippine
sovereignty dissolves as US. troops by the pre-
sumption of their government move to any point in
the country. What an arrogant presumption! The U.S.
military bases as they are now represent the rein-

stallation and perpetuation of U.S, aggression against
Filipino sovereignty.

These US. military bases, as they have been so in
other countries, serve as the trump card of US.
imperislist power in the country. These serve as the
grim reminder of the US. capability for violence
against the Filipino people in the event that they

effectively t their ignty in the uncom-

promising tradition of the Philippine revolution. Of
course, these military bases will be used only after so
.many intermediate measures of political maneuver by
American interests shall have failed. U.S. propaganda
will always claim that these military bases are here to
prevent a ‘“communist take-over” or to prevent
“communist aggression", A national democratic take-
over will certainly be called a communist take-over.

In a clear analysis of the problem of U.S. military
bases in the Philippines, Senator Claro Mayo Recto
gave the lie to the claim of Yankee protection. These
bases serve only to oppose the ad of national
democratic forces and to protect U.S. investments in
time of peace and these actually serve to attract
nuclear belligerence from other countries —enemies of
the United States, not our own — in time of war.

For a long time it may remain unnecessary for the

USS. government to make any overt use of its military
bases in order to protect its foreign investments in the
Philippines. It has been said that after all it controls
the Armed Forces of the Philippines; the latter can be
used to oppose the national democratic movement
that wishes to remove U.S. imperialist power in the
Philippines. The national democratic movement can
always be represented as an exclusive communist
“conspiracy” and its organized forces can be sub-
sequently attacked by the puppet armed forces. Even
the President of the Republic of the Philippines
himself has to be careful of an imperialist inspired or
ClA-inspired coup d’etat in the event that he dares to
be nationalist in the anti-imperialist sense. President
Carlos P. Garcia himself was once threatened with a
coup d’etat for dilly-dallylng on de-control.

What the Filipino people should see with regard to
other military agreements like the US.-R.P. Mutual
Defense Treaty and the Manila Pact or SEATO Pact is
the formal recognition of the “right” of the United
States to make military intervention in Philippine
:ﬂam: in the case of the first, and the extended

right" of the United States and other countries
members of the SEATO, to make multl-nntionai
intervention, in the case of the second. At this
moment, while the reactionaries in the Philippines do
not yet require overt intervention to maintain their
rule, the Phillppine government is being required to

expend its limited resources for foreign adventures in
the guise of helping put out the fire on a neighbor’s
house. Many of us do not yet realize that in joining

U.S. imperialism, the Philippines becomes a

nd accom-
plice of the real arsonist. e

It is clear that we need to reject the merce
tradition in every field of our national life, especially
in the military. We propose the full adoption of the
patriotic tradition of the Katipunan and the Phil-
ippine revolution.

The Filipino people fought under the banner of
the Katipunan and the Philippine revolution not
because they were paid to fight but because they
considered it a patriotic duty to do so. It was a
people’s war; and as a people’s war, our revolutionary
fighters had to merge with the great masses and they
had to keep away from the city strongholds of the
alien enemy until such time that the latter had been
weakened in the countryside where its forces were
thinly spread and where the forces of the revolution
could develop strong political bases over expanding
areas. As it was applied, the Filipino people’s war
effectively weakened Spanish colonialism despite
meagre weapons at the start.

Before the Filipino revolutionary forces could

seize Manila, however, the U.S. imperialists forced as
in a coup the transfer of power over Manila from the
Spaniards to themselves. Subsequently the Filipino
people’s power had to be directed against U.S. imp-
erialism. But, it failed because of the flabby class
leadership of the Filipino ilustrados which initiated
severe dissensions within the very ranks of the rev-
olutionary government. The liberal-bourgeois char-
acter of the ilustrados enraged the anti-imperialist
leader, Gen. Antonio Luna, for compromising with
the enemy and for their gullibility in the negotiations
presided over by the enemy. The ilustrados leadership
resorted to murder; it had to kill Gen. Luna in order
to clear the path for compromise.

During the Japanese occupation, we showed our
capability for fighting against modem imperialism.
We showed that we were capable of fighting success-
fully against the Japanese invaders despite the deli-
berate absence of arms distribution to the masses by
the US. imperialists before the imminent outbreak of
the war; despite the American evacuation and Wainr-
ight’s surrender order. As a matter of fact, the U.S.
imperialists refused a petition for arms distribution to
anti-fascist organizations and the masses as a measure
of preparing the people for the anti-fascist struggle.

In the course of the Japanese occupation, the US.
command in Australia ordered all anti-Japanese forces
to maintain a “lie low” pollcy. This imperialist
command obviously implied distrust in the Filipino
people. It was afraid of allowing the Filipinos to
develop armed self-reliance. The US. imperialists
cunningly planned to land arms massively to their

own agents in the USAFFE only when they them-
selves were about to land.

We have gained experience and confidence in the
people’s war of resistance against the Japanese, never-
theless. Although we have again fallen into the hands
of the US. imperialists, we - gained experience as a
people in the anti-Japanese war of resistance. We have
shown our mastery of the techniques of guerrilla war
and our ability to merge with the masses in time of
crisis; but we need now to realize that we have to be
guided by a thorough understanding of the tasks of
genuine national and soctal liberation and the motive
forces that need to be impelled with the proper
demands so as to move correctly against the current

enemy and then the subsequent one, both of whom
we should clearly identify,

We fought successfully against Japanese imper-
lism; we were successful in fighting and in arming

ourselves, But we were inadequate in so for as it

concerned arming ourselves ideologically and pol-
itically, Many fell for America’s false promise of
independence. Many thought that genuine inde-
pendence could be granted by a foreign power. The
“independence” that was indeed granted was empty
of substance, particularly for the masses of our
people. By arming ourselves with the correct ideo-
logy, all of us could have acted more independently

0 peasant in government uniform, finds himself being
used as a tool of the landlord? Why point your guns
to the masses and not to the foreign, big comprador
and feudal interests that exploit the people?

The officers and rank and filers of the Armed
Forc:fs .of the Philippines should have the honor and

and used our resistance forces to assert our inde-
pendence from both Japan and the United States. For
instance, we could have allowed the peasant masses
all over the archipelago to enjoy land reform imm-
ediately on the lands abandoned by the landlords
who sought safety in Manila under the care of the
Japanese imperialists and in Washington under the
care of the U.S. imperialists. Instead, a few American
stragglers were allowed to lead the USAFFE. The
leadership of the guerrilla movement was submitted
to them on a silver platter. The mercenary backpay
mentality was allowed to step into the patriotic
movement. Until now, some of us suffer the humil-
iation of mercenaries; of constantly begging for vet-
eran’s payments from a foreign government.

If an occasion like the anti-Japanese struggle
should again arise, we must make use of all our
lessons as a people and strike out on our own as an
independent force, independent of the strategic de-
mands of a foreign power like the United States. It is

to fight for the interests of the people. If
they should find themselves being ordered from the
top to take the side of the US. imperialists, the
compradors, the landlords and bureaucrat capitalists
and fight the peasant masses, the workers, progressive
intelligentsia, they should have the honor and con-
viction of changing their sides and throw in their lot
with the oppressed who have long suffered from their
exploiters.

“Peace and order” or “rule of law” has become
the convenient slogan for motivating the soldier
against the masses who resort to their right of free
assembly and expression. In the first place, it should
be asked: Peace and order for whom? Rule of whose
law? The exploited masses who daily suffer from
deprivations and exploitation must be allowed to
organize and express themselves freely. Why should
they be quieted down by the force of arms, under the
pretext of maintaining peace and order and rule of
law? Why should they be prevented from making
clear their demands? In taking your side against the
d masses, you become no different from the

not only that we on our own have leamed our |
or that we have developed as a more forceful nation,

* but it is also that we find ourselves now at a certain

level of world development that is far higher than
that on which we found ourselves during the Japanese
occupation. National liberation movements are now
all over the world; the socialist states have become
more powerful. These two forces combined have now
the capability of scattering and weakening the imp-
crialist power of the United States; U.S. imperialism

is increasingly weakened by the very over-extension °

of its power and the consistent opposition of peoples
all over the world.

The diabolic stories of “communist aggression"
concocted and circulated by U.S. propaganda have
become too over-used in the Philippines. More and
more people are reading about the experience of the
socialist countries and how on the other hand they
have been the ones subjected to imperialist inter-
vention. The true facts about the Korean War and
Sino-Indian border dispute are now coming to light
before the Filipino intelligentsia; and the US. agg-
ression against south and north Vietnam, U.S. occ-
upation of Taiwan and the hundreds of US. in-
trusions into Chinese territory certainly debunk the
claim that China is the No. I aggressor and the United
States is the No. | peacemaker.

“Communist aggression” is one of the myths we
are beginning to perceive with greater clarity. As a
matter of fact, our reactionary leaders have started to
use such contradiction of terms as “internal agg-
ression” and “‘aggression by pmxy": Whenever there
are labor or peasant unrests and strikes, or anti-imp-
erialist edmonstrations of student s and the youth,
the pathological anti-communists sec“in these dy-
namic expressions of popular demands *the sci:fm!ng
hands of foreign Communists using local agents”™.

The soldiers of the govenment should ask them-
selves why in strikes they find themselves cate-
gorically with  the capitalist establishment or in
agrarian conflicts on the side of the landlords. In
antiimperialist demonstrations, they also fmfl them-
selves together with the police lined up aginst un-
armed ordinary people. Oftertimes, they find the-
mselves being briefed that these strikers and dem-
onstrators are “subversive” agitators.

1 know for a fact that most of the enlisted men of
the Armed Forces of the Philippines come from the
peasantry, But why Is it that in disputes between the
landlords and the peasants, the soldier who is actually

civilian guards of the landlords, the private security
guards of the capitalists and .the sentrymen of the
U.S. Embassy and U.S. military bases.

In tracing the chain of armed power in the
country, we can see that the possession of arms is
attached to property as indicated by the license laws.
So, the private entities who have most private arms
are the big compradors, landlords and bur t
capitalists and yet they have the most access to the
use of the government police and armed forves When
a certain local situation cannot be taken care of by
the civilian guards, the municipal police ccmes in : nd
in a series, the Philippine Constabulary, the Philippine
Armmy and Air Force and ultimately, US. military
intervention. The chain of armed power leads to U.S.
imperialism. The most |strategic armed protection
for the exploiters of this society comes from US.
imperialism. With this understanding, the masses have
a strategic hatred for U.S. imperialism. The exploiters
and their armed satellites are recognized as being
within the same hierarchy of power, with U.S. imp-
erialism as the presiding power.

U.S. imperialist propaganda keeps on harping that
there would be no more serious threat to national
security and internal peace and order without the
Communists here and abroad. People are compelled
to hate Communists or those who are construed to be
Communists in the same way that the Spaniards and
the friars tried to play up hatred against Filipinos
who were called Masons and filibusteros. The Phil-
ippine military is indoctrinated to have a violent
unreasoning hatred for Communitst in the same way
that the Civil Guards were indoctrinated to hate
filbusteros by the Spaniards in order to maintain
colonial loyalty.

We must realize that the masses’ will always be
restless so long as they are exploited. At certain
stages, they may actually be quieted down by the
violent force of the state. But wl:etl_! gy rise up

in, their previous rising, though defeated, serves as
:@:“em dress regearsal for a more powesful and
sweeping revolution. In 1872, our colonial masters
thought they had finished once and for all the
popular protests. Only fourteen years after, they
reaped a whirlwind - not only a stronger wave of .the

larization movement g priests but a wide-
spread separatist movement which wanted national
independence no less.
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During the fifties, the U.S. imperialists might have
thought that they had suppressed the national dem-
ocratic movement for good. But as they continue to
deprive the Filipino people of true independence,
they shall certainly reap a whirlwind - an even more
powerful national democratic movement. As the com-
pradors and landlords have repressed the people for
so long, they await a time when the people shall in a
revolutionary tempest sweep them from the land.

US. imperialism, feudalism, and bureaucrat cap-
italism are not the creation of communist agitstors.
They are the objective results of extended historical

. If the people join the nationalist or com-
mmﬂl. we shm first of all consider that
it is the imperialists, the big compradors, landlords
and bureaucrat capitalists who shall have forced them
to lose trust in the present system. It is wrong to
blame the Communists and 2fl other patriots for the
failure of the present system that is dominated by
US. imperialists, compradors, landlords and bureau-
crat capitalists.

I understand that the Armed Forces of the Phil-
ippines is now trying to engage in a “civic action”
campaign more massive than the one initiated by the
late President Ramon Magsaysay. It is also sending
“civic action™ groups abroad to help in the U.S. war
of aggression in south Vietnam.

As a piece of psychological warfare, “civic action™

has only a tactical, superficial :ndtzmpomynlu@\f
the basic problems of US. imperialism and feudalism
remain unsolved. Even as a tactic, it can easily be
¢ d by the becoming conscious that
“civic action” comes ounly to citical areas where
more basic demands for change are being raised.
Thus, there is over<oncentration of “civic action”
groups in Central Luzon. The masses of many more
neglected areas are complaining that they are not
being benefitted by “civic action™ and that south
Vietnam has been given priority. They regard the
phrase “civic action™ &s a mere euphemism to deceive
the people of its real military content, particularly its
psychological and intelligence functions.

Many intelligent people have access to the lit-
erature and armed forces manuals on *“civic action™
provided by the Pentagon through JUSMAG. They
have expressed disgust over the emphasis placed on
psychological warfare, espionage and deception of the
people. They are disgusted over the obsession of
hating the Communists and trying to gain the ini-
tiative from them through deception.

We can see very clearly that the “civic action™
groups of the Armed Forces of the Philippines will
not at all disturb the unjust structure of private
ownership of land and the feudal and semi-feudal
relations in the countryside. As a matter of fact, they
would only attempt to create the superficial image
that they are friends of the people, while at the back
of that image they uphold the rule of the landiords,
the U.S. imperialists, the compradors and the buresu-
crat capitalists. They may build roads and bridges,
they may build irrigation works and help in agri-
cultural extension work, they may engage in sani-
tation work and they may perform so many other
traditionally non-military projects. They will not
change the basic social structure that keeps the
masses exploited.

It was US. Defense Secretary Robert McNamara
who first announced that the United States will make
its client<states field indigenous military forces in the
guise of “civic action™ groups. The idea & to build a
different image of the local military and make it more
effective in counter-msurgency. The United States is
supposed to continue providing the military hardware
as the shield but this new dimension, “civic action™,
is created to deceive the people that the local military
s no longer the instrument of feudal and foreign
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interests or the obnoxious parasite on the national
budget. This entalls the intrusion of the military in
fields which have been traditionally in the hands of
the civilians.’ In other words, this requites the mil-
itarization of operations formerly civilian in char-
acter. It is anticipated that the military will gobble up
funds that should be allocated to the departments of
public works, of health, of education and of others.

An Increasing number of constitutionalists are
seriously questioning the intrusion of the millitary
into civilian affairs. They are wary of a developing
process of fascization that might eventually push out
civilian supremacy. What with the Increasing control
by military men of civilian offices. In accordance
with this new method adopted by the Pentagon and

A movement within the Armed Forces of the
Philippines should be started to rechim alienated
territory of the Philippine government from the U.S.
government. We must uphold Filipino sovereignty
over the US. military bases in the Philippines. We
must place these military bases under Filipino com-
mand. We should demand the immedinte termination
of the US-R.P, Military Bases Agreement as an
instrument nullifying our sovereignty.

The true sons of Bonifacio, Emilio Jacinto,
Gregorlo del Pilar and Antonio Luna within the
armed forces should reject U.S. military dictation.

F.Y.A.Convention=:i—iis= =

=not really ‘made it’ in this society. Nowhere at
= decision-making levels or in economically or pol-

TWENTY-ONE
During the conference there was the common

F iI ip i nos c 0 m e To g e fh er problem of people getting their heads (and hearts) all

tied up in the “night life” and therefore missing alot
of the morning sessions and taking the conference less
seriously. This had its negative effect on
conference, since the intention was to have so
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this problem goes beyond just Filipinos — it"
Amerikan “youth culture™ that systematicly attemp!
to keep the “Pepsi generation™ young, stoned an

trippy as long as possible in order to keep them fro
e a e A u g us't / 7 ’ waking up and seriously dealing with the society.

“It is obvious that we Filipino Americans, have = topics were: Lack of Filipino brotherhood, Strest life = One incogrect idea that was Brougit U wes
= and the forces militating against Filipino youlh=n°"°“ of “super Flip” - ie., that Filipinos coul

= motivation, Our colonial heritage - the making of . S o s <om gp of e e

Badw

Beo

= itically influential positions is the Filipino found... we “ » Sy Tl . =

= have been sterilized of the motivation to achieve and happy™ second-class Filipino, Filipino-Americans = " tural nationalistic conclutions none of which
= better ourselves, with what we are, disciplined in and Hie: Sochl Revolut.non)._ In many of the=_ e _ that there is something “magic” in being
= service to those who have imposed this mind trap on = workshops, much productive discussion took place S kijining that makes us “by nature™ MORE inteliigent,

= us. This must be changed. We must emerge from this concerning these very relevant topics. '-=:MORE artistic, MORE beautiful, etc... than

= "~ Thi il e 1 ; = 2 , el

—fa‘:;ﬁgr SE(:::IE;!:;I:.'??IWC“UON e il During the course of the convention, a smaller:Em'F‘ﬂ:'PmOS---SO all we have to do is activate tha

= steering committee formed to work out a plan for a= magic” and compete. The condusion of course
Filipino Referral Center which would attempt to==not good; it places the whole rest of the human ra

They should reject the Military Assistance Pact and = they put their minds to it. This thinking leads to alot
the JUSMAG as instruments of foreign control and
influence over the Philippine military. They should
reject all psychological warfare measures such as
“civic action” and others that have been proposed by
US. counter-insurgency experts to deccive the people
who must be patriotically assisted in their struggle to
liberate themselves from U.S. imperialism, feudalism
and bureaucrat capitalism.

implemented locally by the JUSMAG, the military is
being made to operate in such a way as to take over
civilian operations and to gain political influence.
Indeed, it is evident in Asis, Africa and Latin America
that when the United States becomes insecure over its
control of the client-states it resorts to local fascism;
for after all a local fascism depends on the military
hard and financial rt of its imperialist
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This in part, was the stated purpose for the Young

¥

- = : 4 : N =. 2 i of

master. : = Filipino People’s Far West Convention, sponsored by = centralize a lot of the information from different =70 9 e e e -

Let us not depend on one power which abuses our s Uie Jilipts Yoeh {Xctivities o Se:mle? d FYX = Pligloo ot st Al We;t. !.'lopeﬁ.llly, s willEl s:dpctr l?hl?k.in?,:f b:;i:f mm (trsyeclnmg :g
Another subversive development that needs careful sovereignty and takes advantage of our people. Let us = has been operating in the Seattle area for over l§ = serve to intensify communication bgtween '.‘ME e 0 ty
walching is the reverse intrusion of certain civilian stop USS. indoctrination in the armed forces and the = Y&'il:st-) f'l'he Xonventllgl; took place at Seattle Uni- = different communities. The next p'lanmng meenngEﬂca“‘

OrpAl m"‘;‘;’;’ ‘i."'° the ““::“'y'! Thf‘“ “,"’ those 'l‘"‘ police force so that an anti-imperialist and democratic = R A . = v scheduled for Stockton, California. = Another major contmversy at the conference was
irc?l.'asc?s aed tﬁ:c?mn‘::‘:n‘:igsﬂsur :;;:Pl‘h:y :’;;l oricnl‘a!ion can be propagated among them. = . Oyer 200 youth de}egates were present from Cal- E The Seattle gonventfqn‘s culmina'tion of openm,::_'whether to work in the system or not work in. the
to combine the sword and the cross. Not yet satisfied - Elfomxa, Oregon, Washington, Hawaii, and Guam.The honest, and true criticism provided a base for=system. {\lot ?f people got into lo!)g and sometimes
with the undue amount of foreign control and in- Wc_ .should rely on the patriotism, courage and = significance of such a large gathering of young Fil- understand, respect, and love for one another. ThisEheated discussions over this wluch is too bad_beause
fluence in the Anmed Forces of the Philippines, a capability of the people in defending themselves. We = ipino brothers and sisters cannot be appreciablymeas- = brotherhood was evident during the last night at the =it misses the most important point. The thing that
certain sectarian movement has carried over from demonstrated in the anti-Japanese struggle and other Eured. It was historic in the sense of the number of ‘“‘despidida™ farewell party at the Filipino=should be discussed first is the present social system
Spain and Portugal certain fascist techniques and has struggles that we could actually convert the enemy = young Filipinos who attend as compared to previous Community Center. The aum of joy, the spontaneity =itself - what are its values?(individualism,
been systemalically ~“brain-washing” military men into a supplier of arms for the masses by a!plulrlw‘:f = g?‘“’em:r“s and conferences, in the tone of topics = flowered when a large delegation was about to leave. = competition); where do they lead people¥(isolation,
and police officers in a manner opposed to the them. Let us ‘L“"“"dﬂ“ il"“Pe"al'S‘ tli"ﬂu"r‘P"?" e = blescusse d, and_(;n ““;ﬁ{"“ “‘:‘“ ti}‘!eh c?:llecuve_eﬂ'ort In the center of the hall, brothers and sisters=frustration); where are the values
principle of rendering unto Ceasar what is Caesar’s e Ty daly e ey the pristeetion ‘el TORER Cuitte the g posaply of the Couention gathered, exchanged good-byes, and began thrusting = rooted?(capitalism-imperialism); what is the historical

and unto Christ what is Christ’s. POMERE skyward the thumb and little finger sign of FYA’s =direction of the wholesystem? (downhill-fast); why?

symbolic tamaraw - chanting ‘“Mabuhay” and = This is what should be discussed, otherwise it is kind
“makibaka huwag matakot!” To the percussion = of rédiculous to be asking peaple to “choose now or
rythms of the band we formed an endless chain of = for ever hold your peace™; “in or out, choose now!™
bodies -- hopping and leaping with our=when most of us don’t fully understand yet the
chant “Mabuhay!.. Mabuhay!.”” exhilirated as one = “system” we’re being asked to make a choice about.
human chain snaking haphazardly — it was beautiful - = The tone of any discussion about whether to tap the
a memorable event that the delegate brothers and = system or do our work outside of it should be like
sisters must surely reflect on as a celebration of = discussing “tactics™ as to which of us, at what times
Filipino Brotherhood. = and circumstances could serve the pe&ple best -
NEGATIVE ASPECTS = where. It should not be discussed in the tone o
During the convention, an awareness of Filipino = asking each other to join camps and take e

- »»
identity brought on a new interest in the Philippines = R

which was seen in many of the delegates; yet, a = In one of the speechs people were reminded that in
tendency to look superficially at the history and = America a Filipino could even become president.
culture of the Philippines seemed to prevail. Due to = Fimt of 2ll this is probably not true and secondly itis

the fact that the only exposure to Filipino history == misleading. Given the complex structure of American
and culture for most of the people at the conference = racism and descrimination it is questionable whether
was the romantic notions instilled in them by their = a Filipino can get any higherthan a clerk aor minor
parents, a misconception of and association with the == official in the U.LS. power structure. Given the

The tone of the convention was, from the start
elevant, exemplified by the title “Quest for Emerg-
ence”, which indicates an awareness on the part of
the organizers that Filipinos face some major tasks as
one of the fastest-growing non-white community in
America. As stated in the brochure, “it is obvious
that we, Filipino-Americans, have not really ‘made it’
in this society”. During the course of the convention,
= serious questions were raised concerning the term
= ‘made it,’ or, in what context the words were being
= used in relation to this ‘society.” The myth of this so-
= called “melting pot society” was shattered when, for
| = instance, Brother Larry Itliong rapped in an informal
= session about the rascism and inhuman abuses inflict-
= ed upon himself and other brothers in the 30's, 40’s
= Emd still today. It was again exposed in a talk on the
= institutional rascism existing within the educational
= system by a brother from the Bay Area. The fallacy
= of a “melting pot™ socicty was brought up clearly by
= the conference, because if it were true that every
= citizen is treated fairly and equally, then there would
= be no neced for the Filipino-American’s “Quest for

-

Dismantle US Bases!

Withdraw All US Troops!

power had a cross in one hand and a sword in the
other. We do not want to revive a monster. Those
who believe in liberal democracy are now deeply
troubled by certain Jesuit priests with CIA cre-

gt nder the Bantier afinlicom = T t6d ¢ p " . = Emergence:” incorrect aspects of our heritage. For example, the = capitalist nature of that political structure, any
are being led into anti-democracy. As b:l‘i‘::':o;'::: G coloninlis‘:\hcir:lpiria\l‘i,::dx: cne:::lt:ial‘iv:l:l, :vg:l:: = njp: h;l t and carabao are often emphasized as being = Filipino who could manage to get into a position of
freefiom of religion, we nced to be alert to any ¢ in a position not only to learn from our local = A very positive aspect of the convention was the 5: cgnt? urnpro:ll:l h:: e St > yvasbr?ughl ey~ nau?nal mﬂuﬁnce g Wi e Yo, g T S
clerico-fascist movement that will reverse Philippine experience but also from the struggles of so many = rescheduling of the agenda on the second, third and = yym Iee‘:f c:xtr::ne p mpanhml: T rt;alxty e e e s vt T
history to that long period wherein the exploiting other peoples. Let us not repeat the mistakes of = fourth days of the convention, so, that it was flexible 4 poverty that the people are I interests of the Filipino people living here. Finally,

Aguinaldo in the Filipino-american War. Let us not
again make the mistake of being fooled by US.
imperialism. In this era of mounting world-wide
anti-imperialist movements, the main enemy has be-

: ; forced to live in due to continued exploitation by the = gi the imperalist aggressi f
to the emerging needs of each day. This allowed the = . et =E o =sghven St olu L S e 158,
= necessary time to deal with problems more effectively = landlords; and that the carabao is used to (ill the = government, it would be a national disgrace to have 3

4 5 fields because of the impossibility of having a tractor. = Filipino lumped in the same bandit as Nix
and to share mutual concerns and experiences with = Tpese are symbols we as Filipinos should not choose = Johﬁson and lée: i i

: = each other. There was a “stalemate” and what seemed = : i
dentials. Certainly, we do not wish to have a come unmistakeably clear and objectiv e " : - = as being exempletive of our culture. —
large-scale revival of Padre Damasos and Padre Salvis. ni'llional struggle shgll beuasisted b?er::l;;:g'l due:: 9 = ;‘:: e': l:s:n;: fpc::::: orodl::niu;os;:::d‘r;:m:;i ._=: F y f th e delegat ized that th " d = Sao 2oy
elopments to an extent hi = Few of the delegates realized that the society and =
Let us above all strive for national democracy in ll\‘l”hilipp'me hi;(ofy,n i S i E structured too rigidly. The situation was corrected = culture of the pﬁppﬁm are constantly du?,lp-ng_ = The FYA Seattle Conference should be remembered
this try. For our national ity, let us rely through collective discussion of the convention = The stagnant cultural impression of the Philippines = 25 20 important milestone in the Filipino movement
sbove all on the strength and national unity of the Let us withdnw from the US.-RP. Mutual organizers and participants on the purpose and = many people still retained at the convention, was due = it America. Hopefully it will be the first of more
::p‘l,e.u'l’n:al l}nllllo‘ll\‘nl unity can only be created if we Defense Treaty b it s a li for the United direction the convention was taking. On the basis of = o the- colonial mentality that was enforced upon us = conferences of its kind in scope, relevance and
- g;in; USMi:rn cn:hs “:\S?Zui:i‘nl a com.:.i‘ol‘: struggle States to intervene militarily in our national affairs. this discussion, the agenda was rescheduled as scemed = via the educational system in Amerika. For the many = panici?aﬁon. All‘pam'cipants had a memorable and
capitalism. Ao ' e TR Let us withdraw from the Southeast Asia Treat ke B, K S SEOE discusion. . '—_'- peopi WUy fho. (RIS Je . o = ey e b - S TM‘FYA e
Guitsion Sadiier B i el Wi decision-making among organizers and participants = subjected to the distorted presentation of Philippine = thanked once again for all the work, tine, faoacy and
The political system is dominated by the political antiSoutheast Asian compact controlled by became the Seattle convention’s vehicle for an = culture and society as depicted in the schools, yet = 3¢ they put into the Gambspeine. The Hiowpitality
agents of the U.S. imperialists, big compradors and nonSoutheast Asian imperialist powers, Let us * “unconventional” convention. A spirit of cooperation = maintained the romantic impressions of Philippine = W) et S s N, S "
landlords. The officers and men of the Armed Forces redeem oursclves in the eyes of our fellow Asians prevailed; delegates volunteered time to help clean up = culture and society, the major sphere of influence was = keeping with the finest traditions of the Filipino
of the Philippines themselves have b victims of from the ignominy of having long been dominated by 3 and arrange for the various activities arnd meals. 3= their parents who still presisted in holding on to the = people. The Conference was a milestone —
g:;l perlalc);‘g:l;l:c:‘l‘ od‘ils‘::im:nalions. made by one pol- U.S. imperialism. i’ v Pinoys intensified their commitment of their time = traditional symbols of the past years. = MABUHAY! MAKIBAKA!
of the ruling class of exploit- % and talents to the making of cohesive forums, —
ers. We have long been curtained off by the United | workshops, rap sessions and activities. BY KAPATID JOHN FOZ AND GIL MANGAQANG
States from a huge part of the world. Many of us have ‘ g '

Officers and members of the Armed Forces of the long believed in the servile line that the enemies of J
Philippines should learn to disobey U.S. imperialism the United States are also the enemies of the Phil-
and the local exploiting classes and learn to side with ippines.
the masses their basic demands. Of course, it is really

The rescheduling of the agenda had vast
implications for the success of the convention’s
purposes and future conventions to come. For

futile to expect the entire machinery of the state to Let us be more aware of the present world reality.

go over to the masses even in time of the most
decisive crisis when the ruling classes are entirely
discredited. But those officers and men who join the
masses in their fight against U.S. imperialism, feudal-
ism and bureaucrat capitalism can always hasten the
victory of the masses,

Let us be aware and let us take advantage of the
contradictions among the imperialist powers and the
contradiction between sociolism and capltalism. Let
us be aware of alliances against U.S. imperialism. Let
us join the international united front against U.S.
imperialism and all its accomplices. Let us tum the

instance, 2 “street people” rap session, whose
speakers were originally to be chosen from respectiv:
communities, was changed to an “open podlum
arrangement where any delegate could speak to_the
audience on whatever was on his or her mind.
Uninhibited discussion, often direct and very honest

- new depth of understanding, of at
eiopons o 4 forpm_uny of us to the pressing
= problems of the respective communities, to the
= struggles brothers and sisters undergo every day, and
= 10 new ideas as to the alternatives to these problems.

CEE— . = The workshops were “free-floating™ so that de.legate; e,
prnison movement. q l:umas Kepetion, Uct. 1970 . [ The wctiiiags weee Uil s A that delgae

T —— signing up) any workshop. (Some of the workshop

s present world situation to our national democratic
advantage.
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. The recent Youth Convention in Seattle marks an
important advance in the Filipino mvement in the
U.S. Identity is the first big stepsin the long road to
social and political consciousness, To assert our own
identity as Filipinos is to demand self determination
and to recognize that self determination has been
denied to people of color in this country since its
very founding, beginning with our Native American
brothers and sisters. Out movement for identity is the
Filipino contribution to smashing the big American
myth called “Melting Pot™, The “Melting Pot" theory
has ALWAYS been a rascist lie, but it is especially
used to try to confuse us when we are very
impressionable primary school children, As we grow
older, we stop believing in the myth in its grossest
form, but still many subtle variations of the SAME
myth ramains part of our thinking patterns. In our
quest for true identity as Filipino people in America,
we are beginning to purge from our minds this
dangerous myth in its many varlations.

The myth goes something like this: Once upon a
time there was the “land of the free, home of ihe
brave” which god personally created and blessed.
People from all over the world rushed to get in ... and
of course they were ALL allowed in and no one was
turned away. Once inside, everyone was given an
equal opportunity to succeed. Those who were the
hardest working, the most honest and the most
intelligent “naturally” got ahead of the rest...way

ahead...these men became known by many names

such as, the Fathers of Industry, the Men of Finance,

The Millionaires (the capitalist pigs). They were loved
and admired by everyone because they were

“self~made men” and got to the top through their
“own hard work and ingenuity’, Oh yes, these men
were all white by the way, but everyone realized that
they were able to “make the best of the EQUAL
opportunities opened to ALL. No one had any cause
to feel resentment toward them...

Meanwhile, for the rest of the people, life in the
new land was a bit difficult, but only at first, in time,
with a little hard work, good living and Sunday
prayers, everyone advanced forward - fine homes,

[fine educations, white collar jobs, fine clothes and
cars elc., became available to everyone.... This was
truly the “Land of Golden Opportunities,” Everyone
was grateful that they lived in this land, the home of
the “Free World"”, where deomocracy and equality
reigned supreme... But even in this “paradise” there .
were a few isolated and minor problems. Some people
given ‘all these opportunities” still didn’t seem to
advance. Of course, it's ENTIRELY their own fault,
“they have no one to blame but themselves’. Oh yes,
it seems a lot of the non-whites had this “prohlem”,
they were a little slower to learn things and many
were lazy, dishonest and enjoyed living in slum areas.
But it was always made clear by the leaders of the
country that it was only the one who ‘‘squandered
their money and were lazy*’ who could not advance...
But even though the non-whites are not so intelligent
and take longer to advance, everything will be OK in
the future. You see, as a few “‘pull themselves up by
their bootstraps” the rest of “their kind” will learn
from their example, and in time, they will ALL
become “‘acculturated correctly” and become
“assimilated” into the big “‘melting Pot" in the sky.
Everything is just dandy — god called this place
Amerika... and we're all fortunate enough to be able
to live here, Remember, there are NO obstacles to
success in America; everyone can “make it":
so compete well, prove yourself and “‘make it, make
it make it ... LIES LIES, LIES

{ read where they called us
the silent minority 4
the quiet assimilating filipinos
unassuming and 10 agreeable
never really protesting
{ read where they restricted
the quota for orientals
and how the statue of liberty
covered her eyes
in shame
and our parents came
to share the Amerikan dream
yes they made good workers
diminuitive tontos to help
set tables
wash dishes
plck produce
and clean up after
the waste makers
and our parents stayed
10 share the Amerikan dream
we have grown up
silently
unobtrusive & patient

we have been educated
by shit -washed schools
and embittered by
the concrere streets
taught how the piigrims

KALAYAAN
Collective

civilized the pagan indians
and how the cavalry

brought Justice to the west
and we accepted it as the truth

until we awoke 4

and realized that the dream

was their dream

and not owrs

serafin m. syquia

The “Melting Pot” myth has always meant that
people “melt” and “assimilate”... and in the end,
wind up as “white," middleclass amerikans:’Another
works, “success” is painted in colors of “white” and
“professional”, so to “succeed”, a Filipino must
attempt to deny his or her color and past.
Assimilation carries with it a real high price; it
requires that we attempt to deny some of the most
important aspect of ourselves as Filipinos. With our
new ‘“‘movement” it has become clear that the price is
too high to pay for most of us; our answer to rascist
Amerika is emphatically — NO THANKS! However,
there still are those among us that labor under this
myth. These Filipinos can be easily identified by their
“‘embarassment”’ in openly discussing problems facing
Filipino people in Amerika and their “avoidance” of
contact and close cooperation with other Filipinos in

. finding ways to deal with these problems. By this

behaviour, they show clearly that they still believe
the L1ES told to them in grade school that s, that if
people have problems in Amerika, it MUST be their
own fault — the people must be either lazy or stupid.
In reality, it is these people who are the stupid ones;
they still think it is a “Filipino Problem™ = that the
problem IS Filipinos. This is wrong thinking. More
and more of us are recognizing that the basic problem
is Amerikan Society and Filipino people are NOT the
cause of[ this problem but rather one of the victims
of it,

A lot of times, these people parade thinking that
they are the most '‘advanced” elements among
Filipinos because they are “making it”. In fact
however, they are politically the most BACKWARD
clements in our community.

" Blinded b y their own individualism (selfish desire to

get ahead), they are like a foolish man who managed -

to fump from shore onto a ship he though was going
to a better place; he turns to his old friends he left on
shore and laughingly makes fun of them for not
having been able to “make it' onf board. His friends
on shore however, are not laughing, instead they are
concerned for his safety. From where they are
standing, they can see that the ship is in the process
of sinking and it will NEVER arrive at the “‘happy
land” that the foolish man expects It to take him to.
What a ridiculous sight — him standing on a sinking
ship laughing and gloating. The people on land can
only hope he vrecognizes his “ACTUAL
CONDITIONS" before he’s too far out to sea so he'll
have time to fump off and make the long swim back
to the land and the PEOPLE he left behind...

Meanwhile however, the people cannot afford to
waste too much time standing on shore watching this
fool because they know there is a storm coming and
they have much serious work to do in preparation for
the storm.

Our movement is young but we must begin to

seriously try to understand this system we live under, -

how it works and where it is heading. Is the “system
exploitative and oppressive - because of some
“mistakes” that can be corrected through “‘reform”
or is it exploitative by its very nature? These are
things we must continue to discuss openly and
honestly. Our position is clear. American society as it
presently stands, is a DYING ORDER. The
contradictions within the very nature of this exploita
tive system are beginning to pull it apart at its very
foundations. Like any complex social system, its

deterioration and collapse is however, a long, drawn"

out and painful process. During this period, people
sense “‘something is wrong” but they are not exactly
sure what it is... they feel confused and insecure
about the future. Our job should be to continually
scarch out the ROOT CAUSES of things, discuss it
amongst ourselves, clear up confusion, and help each
other understand what our actual conditions really
are. The best way to do this is by examining together
the problems that face us everyday. Again the Seattle
conference was an important beginnin. Concrete
problems were openly discussed; Filipinos from
flil‘ferent areas exchanged ideas and information. This
increased communication is a good thing; it is
something we should strengthen and expand to bring
us closer together in the future. Already a new pride
in being brown, in being Filipino can be clearly seen
among Us; we are beginning to assert ourselves as
Filipinos in America. All these things are good
developments and they prove that the myth which
kept us confused and separated no longer has a grip

on our consciousness we are awakening ...
MABUHAY!!!

j
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and Identity

Qgr movement for identity can help us a lot in
gaining a true understanding of the society we live in,
that is, in gaining a genuine social and political
consciousness. Unfortunately, identity movements
are not always a direct path to political
consciousness. Sometimes they can get side-tracked,
and go in the wrong direction. When this happens, the
movement, instead of making it easier for our people
to understand ‘“what’s really happening”, only
further confuses them. For this reason, we should
guard against these incorrect tendencies and always
make sure our movement is ““clarifying” and NOT
mystifying things.

We should guard against thinking that identity is
“'discovered” only by looking “within our selves” in a
psychological kind of encounter groups. This is the

. way most middle class white kids see the “identity

crisis” and it’s basically BULLSHIT. We can never
understand what our actual conditions really are by
sitting around massaging each other's “egos”.
Understanding will come through examining the
social, economic and political forces that operate
upon us. These are essentially the forces that
determine how we must live (survive) and the way we
view the world. If we don’t struggle to change these
forces of society that bare down on us, then we will
be continually taking head trips and feeling
indaequate and frustrated.

We should be very serious about studying the
history of the Filipino people and their experience in
Amerika. The tactic of the oppressor has always been
to try to systematically rob the oppressed people of
their history. This has especially happened in
Amerika to people of color. The experience of
Filipino people here and in Hawaii still is waiting to
be fully recorded and more importantly interpreted.
This is an important task facing us and it must be
done because without an understanding of history,
we can never fully derstand the p For
example, why is there a Filipino minority in the U.S.,
and yet not an Indonesian minority while Indonesia is
a close neighbor of the Philippines? Things don't just
“happen that way", The Philippines was seized by the
US. as a foothold for Amerika's. first major
imperialist thrust into Asia. Seventy three years has
gone by and the U.S. is stitl in the Philippines!

Today, still overy 30,000 Filipinos emigrate to
Amerika every year. An understanding of our history
as Filipino people in Amerika cannot be separated
from an understanding of U.S. imperialism. Any
attempts to separate the two amounts to distorting
history.

History holds many lessons for us today, the class
nature of Amerika in the 1970’ is basically the same
as Amerika of the 1930s. The exploitation of
Filipinos in the plantations of Hawaii and the farms
of California still goes on today. In fact, many of
the*old timers” are still in the fields at 70 years old!
The capitalist interests that controlled the productive
forces of society and reaped huge profits from the
labor of the working people are the very same class
interests that control things today. History is also a
changing process. We can learn from the
consciousness of the Filipinos who lead, the militant
strikes during the 30's and fought against the blatant
rascist descrimination and attacks; we can witness the
set-backs, for example, when during the war so many
of our people in their sincere desire to protect their
homeland from Japanese aggression, mistook
McArthur and Amerika to be the *‘savior” of the
Filipino people. This myth still have a powerful hold
on the minds and emotions of many Filipinos living
in the U.S. Today with our “quest for emergence” a
new upsurge in political cc ss is deveoping
among young Filipino Americans. A new movement
to smash old myths. An understanding of history is a
valuable tool. It can show us where we're coming
from, how far we've gone and the things we still must
do.

With our growing desire to identify ourselves as
distinctly Filipino in Amerika, comes a deepe'r
interest in the Philippines and Filipino culture. This
can be clearly seen in our desire to know rnom'a.bgut
the history and the cultural forms of the Filipino
people. Also, for those®of us Taised in the U.S., there
is a growing desire to study Pilipino, the national
language.

In relating to culture, there are certain things
however our miovement should never lose sight of.

First of all, there is no such thing as art or culture
that *“‘raises above class”. in other words, all cultures
reflects the yalues and serves the interests of the class
from which it stems. In all societies, the cultural
forms which dominate over the others are those of
the ruling class. Throughout history, therefore, the
cultural expression on the masses of laboring people
has been suppressed and kept from developing into its
full potential — we call this folkculture. Folk culture
is the culture of the villages and barrios, it is
overshadowed by the “national culture” of the ruling
classes that is, the cuiture of the capital cities.

T T T UG L L

makibaka!

oo the
watchword

of our
movement
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Specifically in the Philippénes, the masses of
Filipino people have never truly been in control of
their own country. The nation has been oppressed by
Spanish colonialism-feudalism and Amerikan
Imperialism for a period stretching almost 400 years!!
The local traitors who have sold themselves to the
Spanish and Amerikans, have put together a “national
culture” which they try to pawn off as the “‘authentic
cultural expression of the Filipino people™. In fact
however, it is a scattered, phoney and reactionary
culture meant to perpetuate foreign rule and
influence, confuse people and convince them that
foreign things are ALWAYS better than Filipino, and
finally to project a ‘“‘paradise”™ image of the
Philippines to attract tourists to Manila. In other
words, the genuine flowering of Filipino culture will
come in the future when the National Democratic
revolution has gained real independence for the
Filipino people. Until then, we should keep in mind
the class character of the present “national
culture”,and therefore we should learn from and
develop further the progressive aspects and discard
and criticize the backward and reactionary aspects.
For example, the ‘“‘queen contests” that occur so
often in our communities can be traced not to the
Filipino but to Spanish colonialism. It is an
outgrowth of the *“Virgin cult™ that the Spanish friars
imposed on the minds of the Filipino peasants. The
purpose was to make it easier for a 'b_:u!dful of
Spaniards to lord over millions of F\hpmos by
creating myths that captured the minds of the
“natives”. The trick was to convince every peasant
girl that her *“‘ideal” would be the Spanish senorita
and every peasant boy that such senorita was the
“*perfection of womanhood”. Of course, the oply
ones who had the means and leisure to be senoritas
were the daughters of the land-owning class. They
were the Spanish mestizas who did not have to work
or ever get their hands dirty. Flirting behind a fan was
an indication of what helpless, mini-brained snobs
they really were. Life for the everyday peop!e
NEVER matches the romantic ideal, because of their
class oppression, they are continually blockcd.and
frustrated from ever achieving their aspirations.
However, what the myth accomplishes is to keep the
masses in a state of “awesome admiration™ for the
life style of the ruling classes ~ (it's alwyas better “3
try to keep the people down first through ‘myths
before having to resort to FORCE.) Our parents come
from the laboring classes in the Philippines. When
they came to Amerika, their desire was to finally
fulfill 4 dhood dreams. So we se¢ "fhy mnn)‘/‘ s

their daughters to become “Maria Claras . wfl
should always seek the origins of cul::ral forms an
discard those forms which are backward.
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Our movement should become more familiar with
the poetry and writing of Amado Hernandez and
Carlos Bulosan — men whose work was consistently at
the service of the masses. On the other hand, we
should expose the hypocrisy of the national
“Bayanihan” dance troupe who uses many muslim
dance forms to create an “exotic™ image of the
Philippines. While they dance, Filipino Muslims are
being massacred and driven from their lands through
land-grabbing corporations and “Christian™ settlers!!
Our movement here is fortunate becanse at this time
in the Philippines, as the class struggle intensifies , a
broad cultural revolution is developing in the
country, lead by patriotic students and intellectuals.
The purpose of the movement is to smash ll{e
colonial myths and the slogan of the movement is
“art must serve the interests of the workers and
peasants”. This new cultural movement will help us4in
the U.S, to be able to identify the truly progressive
and national culture emerging in the Philippines
today.

Our movement should alko follow closely the
changing developments in the Philippines. There scem
to be two major reasons for this. First, everytime we
call ourselves “Filipino™ we are making reference to
the nation and country of the Philippines, whether
we fully realize it or not. In other wonds, just as we
call ourselves Filipinos, there are 40 million people
living in the Philippines who also call themselves by
the same name. Surely, the things that unite us with
them should be deeper than just the word “Filipino™
or the family pictures we exchange at Christmas time.
The[ responsibility rests with us to understand better
the situation that the people are in back in the
Philippines and to try to keep up with the changing
developments within the country. (This is true
especially for Filipinos raised in Amerika who know
very little about the Philippines). The secona reason
is related to the first one. A growing percentage of

Filipinos in Amerika are recent arvivals here and their

identification with the Philippines is very strong. It is

difficult to pull together different elements of our
community when some Filipinos watch closely the
events in the homeland, while others know hardly
anything and show little interest in the Philippines.

This situation is not pgood. It often blocks

communication between “recemt amrivals” and the

“Amerikan raised”. It is a cause of disunity and our

movement should begin to correct it.

Lastly, our identity movement should avoid the
tendency toward extreme “‘cultural nationalism™ be-
cause cultural nationalism can lead to a reactionary
ideology and into a dead-end ally. We should under-
stand cultural nationalism, where it comes from and
where it leads to.

Cultural nationalism can best be understood as a
response to the cultural and racial oppression of the
domi “white supremist” society. When a racist
society attempts 10 encourage “self-hate™ on the part
of minority ethnic groups, it is only natural that the
defensive response to this attempted cultural gen-
ocide will be a conscious assertion of nationalism on
the part of the oppressed peoples. This is a good
development, because it gives us a new critical pers-

pective on the racistcapitalist American ssociety and
can be the beginning point for our struggle to create a
new society.

However, a good thing can be turned into a2 bad
thing. For example, this cultural awareness can
become an excuse for not desling with the root
causes of the problems we face. In other words,
instead of making it easier for us to see clearly our
actual condition as Filipino people here in America,
we turn our extreme cultural nationslism into “o-
ultural mysticism™ as an escape hatch. By attempting
to go back to being Filipino and surround ourselves
with “Filipino-ness™, we can psychologically cut our-
selves off from Amerika and become disinterested in
the world and the non-Filipino society around us.
Even so, this cannot be the answer to our problems,
whether we like to come to grips with it or not, we
live in the U.S. with a complex capitalist-mass culture
which penetrates all aspects of our life. It is impos-
sible to retreat into the past or into a bubble. Our
movement for self-determination as Filipino people in
America cannot be separated from the broader strug-
gle against the social-political forces that account for
the racism and exploitation in the first place.

The most reactionary stage of cultural nationahsm
is “ethnic arrogance™. It can lead to the position that
Filipino people are a people ABOVE other people,
instead of a people AMONG other people. This is
reactionary becausc it isolates us and wili keep us
from ever creating a mew society based on justice and
brotherhood. It can even separate us from other
ethnic groups who are equally oppressed by the same
racist, capitalist society. We must resolutely combat
this tendency in our movement.

Our movement as Filipino people in America 5
one for self-determination and mutual respect. The
movement to remain relevant and grow strong must
be rooted firmly im struggie... . struggle against the
forces of exploitation, oppression and racism ..
struggle with brothers and ssters who are fighting
against on jies here in Amenca and
throughout the worid ... Long struggle for the
creation of a new world where there is no longer any
racist oppression or exploitation of man by man

Makibaka! ... the watchword of our movement ..

Struggle! MAKIBAKA!
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Students and The Revolution

This article was originally written in Pilipino by Nilo Tayag and it appeared in a
recent issue of Philippine Collegian, the school paper of the University of the
Philippines. (The Marcos regime is keeping Nilo in prison on trumped-up charges.)

¢

‘ The message is directed toward students explaining the importance of their role l

in the revolution and the talents they have to offer. It analyzes also the obstacles
that students must struggle to overcome before they can integrate themselves com-
pletely into the revolutionary forces. These problems stem from their class outlook
- petty bourgeois (the world outlook of the middle classes.)

The article has many lessons for us here in Amerika, Middle class ideology is very
prevalent in the U.S. ,even among working class, TW people. Many of the problems
that face the Amerikan Movement can be traced to petty-bourgeois thinking. His-
toricly, students and intellectuals come from the middie classes, many aily them-
selves with the revolution, but often times also expect to continue to enjoy the
petty privileges of their class, ie., to have the cake and eat it too.

For those of us from student backgrounds our “commitment™ to revolution is
often inconsistent and emotional. We begin projects then abandon them half-way
through: or when mistakes are being made rather than struggling to correct them
and continue on, we become easily demoralized and drop out; or at times when
things get “too demanding™ we “freak out™ encouraging people to stop their work,
focus attention on us and try to persuade us to *come back” to the movement. All
this stems from petty-bourgeois thinking; it shows our commitment is based on
“moralistic charity™ toward the people and not on a scientific understanding of the
forces of history. For we students, Nilo has many important things to say.

Furthermore, Nilo is speaking about things that are directly relevant to the
Filipino professionals who are coming to the U.S. in such large numbers. These
brothers and sisters coming here are from the middle classes back home. As the
economic and political Ihuahon gets worse, the middle class gets squeezed and
experiences “hard times”. People from the middle classes are in the midst of a
contradiction. On one hand they are repulsed by the inequalities and corruption

and have strong progressive and nationalistic tendencies. On the other hand, they
are torn by their desire to *cash in” on their years of education and hope to realize

a good amount of privilege and security. As they turn and leave their homeland

which is in such bad need of their skills and dedication and they arrive in the U.S. -

this contradiction weighs heavily on their minds; among close friends they discuss
the matter frankly; at gatherings they ALL maintain their intention to return home

..- SOMEDAY. Hopefully, Nilo's article, as well as his example, will provoke serious

dis i g the
us..

ly arrived patriotic prof als and students in the

Throughout recent history the middle classes have always experienced a serious
dilemma at times when the revolutionary situatlon was intensifying. As far back as
1905 Maxim Gorky, a revolutionary Russian asuthor, wrote
dicament of the middle class:

u:ng the pre-

“Today sociely is divided into three camps. At one end stand the minority,
armed to the teeth with every weapon that can be imagined. At another end stands
the majority, armed only with their bare hands, striving ardently for equallty. In
the middle, stand the middle classes, To the right of the middle classes arc the slaves
of Capital ~ who obey their master, the Yellow Devil, Gold. To the lefi of the
middle classes stand the masses of working people, who are learning each day to
recognize, and to understand, that the future belongs lo them; to know that they
will lead humanity into the future...

The middle classes, situated between these two hostile forces, worry and hasten
about, They begin to see that reconciliation between the masses and the ellte is
impossible. They are ashamed to foin the forces of the right. But they fear to move
to the left. And both hostile camps are beglnning to approach each other. The space
occupied by the middle classesrbecomes smaller and smaller, narrower and nar-
rower. The battle is about to begin...”

1 have been assigned to express my
thoughts and beliefs regarding a very
important subject called *“‘commit-
ment” in English. We can also use the
word in Pilipino provided its spelling is
modified accordingly and its meaning
fully explained and clarified. I say that

- jt is important to clarify our under-

standing of the word ‘“‘commitment”
because many borrowed concepts that
we now use, like “commitment™ are
loaded with bourgeois and reactionary
connotations.

Ordinarily, “commitment™ signifies
a mindless kind of devotion to a creed,
a devotion that does not go beyond
speech or writing. In our discussions as
people that can be called “com-
mitted”, we must define commitment
as a form of awakened consciousness
not simply given to words.but also to a
continuous and whole-hearted struggle
in order to realize our principles.

We must be able to liberate our-
selves from bondage in the realm of
language so that our Movement for
National Democracy may triumph
completely, Although 1 am not a writ-
er, you will notice that 1 constantly
cngage in the fight against bourgeois
and  petty-bourgeois thinking con-
cealed in the foreign language we have
been using for many years now in the
course of our mis-education. Indeed
we need a language that will give us a
true understanding - an understanding
that will guide the Filipino masses in a
united struggle forward to change and
progress.

MITMENT

Even the theme of “commitment”
confronts me with the problem of
discovering a word equivalent to it in
our own national language. Up to now,
within prison, we strive to study our
own language. To strenéthen and solid-
ify our commitment, many bourgeois
thoughts in what we call “social
analysis” must be purged from our
minds. This purging of bourgeois
thoughts is an extremely important
part of our struggles, especially in uni-
versities like the University of the Phil-
ippines, for in these places the Amer-
ican imperialists insure the domination
and advancement of concepts and
thoughts that muddle the basic truths
of our society, together with the opp-
ression and exploitation that occurs
daily. The Movement needs you who
have the capacity, ability and prep-
aration to write, publish or diss-
eminate the truth and to expose and
suppress those social ‘‘research pro-
jects™ of the bourgeois opportunists
that hide behind the title of supp-

osedly *“objective scholarship”. Write,

speak, explain, whether you gave suf-
ficient skill or not, because both writ-
ing and speech improve in the course
of p[acticc. This is the urgent demand

challenging us now, a duty set before
you.

We must understand one another.

Exploitation is exploitation in what-
ever language. But it is necessary to
spread this truth to the masses and
confront the ruling class with it. We
need a language free from the sharp
claws of imperialism, Coinciding with
the destruction of the chains that bind
our economy and politics is the cleans-
ing of our understanding and language.

v

Our discussion of "commltmenl" i
a truly correct and appropriate one,
for in my view this is a first step in our
endeavor to raise our political con-
sciousness. Involved in our political
consciousness are two elements that
are connected, first, the perception of
the totality of things and, second, and
most important, the decision to
change the prevailing system of op-
pression and exploitition. This is ap-
propriate for our discussions because
many of the students and professionals
among us come from the petty
-bourgeois class. In any case, our out-
look on life is colored by our origins
even though we have already made a
choice ~ a choice that will be tested
through direct participation in the
struggle and not simply through the
mouthing of revolutionary slogans.

The flowering of the victory of this
commitment can be seen in a broad
mo t of the guided by the
most progressive ideology of the most

progressive segment of the working*

class. Perhaps many of us joined the
Movement because we oppose exploit-
ation and injustice. But we must con-
stantly affirm this by criticism and
study of the sources and causes of
these social injustices. Therefore
“commitment" is not wholly emotion-
al, rather it is emotion-with an intel-
lectual foundation.

Because we are formerly petty
-bourgeois persons we have never
really experienced exploitation
directly except in periods of crisis. We
still cherish vestigial(slight traces of)
d and illusi of belonging
someday with the ruling class. Many
former student leaders of the UP have
become fanatical instruments of the
ruling class today. Let us fight this
tendency in ourscives. And there is no
other way for us to embrace absol-
utely the cause of the working-<class
except to join them, to live and work
with them and renounce completely
the petty-bourgeois style of life of
personal comforts and vainglory.
Therefore our espousal of rev-
olutionary change is empty if we do
not transform ourselves and get rid of
selfishness, if we do not always think
first of the welfare of all.

(0TS
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There is one more thing we need to
get rid of in ourselves. This is what
some comrades in the Movement have

a tendency to boast about, namely,

that they came from families which
were relatively affluent, and that if
they really wished they could rise up
in status within the existing exploit-
ative system, as if their association
with the masses required the masses to
be forever indebted to them. This
mentality implies that these comrades
have no understanding of who really
creates history. Thus they treat the
masses whom they claim to teach, in a

g . Always re-
member that for we students, what
must come first is deep study and
close association with the masses be-
fore teaching of the masses.

Many petty-bourgeois persons are
sentimental, subjective, and endowed
with a tendency of inflating any small
sacrifice they make — whether this is
the eating oftuyo in the rice-fields or
sleeping on the picket lines. Always
bear in mind that our sacrifices cannot
even begin to be compared with the
cruel exploitation and oppression of
even one single generation of the

workers and peasants suffered, and still
being suffered, at the hands of the
ruling class.

Never should thé working-lass con-
sider it a personal debt (utang na loob)
to the petty-bourgeois students if they
join in the revolutionary movement. A
petty-bourgeois student’s participation
in the Movement is a fruit of his own
recognition of the contradictions in
our society “that impel it toward in-
evitable change. Consequently the
students join by force of a truth that
no one can deny. Here they acquire
sufficient understanding to work in
cooperation with the other rev-
olutionary forces. It is not because
they want to display charity toward
the workers, but because they know
that only in this way can they work
for a just livelihood for all, including
the petty-bourgeoisie. That is, only
through the struggle for a truly

) 'y D tic gover t

In the face of these truths, we need
to study and grasp fully our National
Democratic awareness. And we must
use this in our thorough criticism ol
our present socicty so that we can gain
the adequate understanding needed to
propagate widely the true conditions
of the country and thus heighten our
own consciousness. This can con-
tribute a great deal not only in ed-
ucating our countrymen but aiso in
the strengthening of our own com-
mitment.

We should not stop our studies in
order to wipe our all our doubts and
become firm in our convictions. Hand
to hand with practice, this will prove
the correctness of the psth we have
chosen. There are many examples in
our movement of individuals who
joined on emotional grounds or forg
senhmenul reasons who never
succeeded in acquiring an unshakable
foundation for their i In
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Let us not ape those hypocrites
who claim to be revolutionaries while
busily insuring their future success
within the existing system, while they
publicize in the university that they
are the only professionsl revolution-
aries and everyone else is 2 greenhomn.
Others pretend to sympathize with the
ideals of the movement while they
continue to enjoy benefits from the

prison, many of our former comrades
became victims of the “idealism™ fos-
tered by the priests and the church.
They became fanatical slaves of the
reactionaries. This is because their
commitment did not rest on scientific
knowledge, hence they easily suc-
cumbed to the bankrupt ideology of
the priests and the church. Therefore
be steadfast in ideology, study, critize
and involve yourselves directly in the
struggle. Then study anew and partic-
ipate again in a higher stage of the
revolutionary struggle.

When a compatriot is convinced,
and he can only be convinced if he
participates directly in the struggle, he
will not fear even death. Why? Because
he knows that not only thousands are
victimized by the prevailing exploit-
alive system, but millions upon
millions. Consequently, we only have
our own lives and our efforts during
life to struggle for the future freedom
" for ourselves and for the millions of
oppressed people.,

Only in the actual participation in
the struggle can one acquire a true
revolutionary understanding. The true
nature of the State is revealed in the
actual killing and imprisonment of all
those who oppose the wishes of the
ruling class. Our immersion with the
masses is the only way however, that
can teach us that the shooting of

exploitative gover So long as
they exist, going to the countryside
every weekendp they can never deny
the truth that they are tools and
menials of the administration in op-
pressing the laboring classes. Whatever
pretense they assume, whatever noise
they make that they represent the
welfare of the masses, no one will ever
believe them.

Let us reflect on whether we are
prepared to sacrifice all our time, not
only Saturdays and Sundays but also
the whole tweaty-four hours of the
day and the seven days of the week in
order to accomplish our sims within
the National Democratic Program. Are
we ready to sacrifice our property and,
above all, our lives? It is indeed sur-
prising if we would refuse our time
and property while at the same time
declaring our readiness to sacrifice our
lives for the revolution.

Let us strip from our bodies any
trace of hypoctisy because this is the
result of our ¢herishing secret desires
to possess petty tomforts of the body
in clothing or food or even our per-
iodic enjoyment in watching imper-
ialist films. We should not forget that
whatever we can save can be used to
fund the expenses of our comrades in
the far corners of our country.

We are now in the historical stage
of the movement that cannot be stop-
ped. More than ever, we need men and
women whose caliber of understanding

nnd preparedness can respond to the

peasants is not the only kind of terror-
ism there is. When we are one with the
masses, the death and sickness of so
many due to the lack of the basic

necessities of life shall form part of

our knowledge of the reactionary *‘vio-

lence” inflicted daily upon the people

by the exploiting classes.

When all these truths have become
clear to us and our knowledge con-
stantly deepens, let us criticize our-
seives. In thought we know that
change cannot be halted. But are we
ready to spend all our time for the
saske of the principles we have
embraced? More than this, we must
ask ourselves if we have implanted in
our minds the idea that we have no
future ourselves separate from the
future of the masses of peasants and
workers. Indeed, our future and the
future of the masses are one.

by

1

is and ifices placed by his-
tory upon their shoulders.

Let us face our duties with un-
flinching devotion and without
doubts. Let us be committed. This is
the life we have chosen. Let us do the
best we are capable of doing. Let us
not waste time. Our use of every mo-
ment, however, does not mean haste.
We need all the time and energy we
can summon to fulfill the tssks im-
posed on us. Man is not a pessive thing
in the world; he can change the world
including the society to which he be-
longs.

These things | have dwelt upon here
constitute a demand for people who
have already chosen the side of the
working class. These are people who
are already committed. That is why 1
did not hesitate to talk about the total
and unqualified offering of omeself,
because | fully kmow from first-hand
experience of the potential and the
characteristics of the members ad-
mitted to the Student Cultural Action
of the U.P. and to the Kabatasang
Makabayam. | have immense trust and
undiminished hope that all of you will
participate in the revolutionary move-
ment without fear, doubt, hesitation,
because we are in the right path shown
by history. The future is ours.

NILO TAYAG
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VIETNAM WILL WIN!

This month is Saigon, South Vietnam there will be Presidential *‘elections™ held. The

Nixon administration is hoping that the “elections™ will go off quietly and !ha_t the
people in the U.S. will not take notice of the *election” fraud going on thera: But like so
many of Tricky Dick’s plans lately, this one too is going to back-fire right in his face.

It is important for us to understand the Saigon “‘clections™ because it points. out
clearly many important things about the war in Vietnam and thc policy of the Nixon

administration,
AMERICA 1S NOT PROTECTING “DEMOCRACY" IN VIETNAM.

Even Nixon would have a hard time stretching the definition of “democracy” far

enough to cover the regime of Nguyen Van Thieu in Saigon. The overwhelming majority
of people in south Vietnam actively oppose the Thieu government. Thieu is clearly
associated in the minds of the people with corruption, brutality and the continuation of
the war. All the people of Vietnam want the war to end. In the last year, even the most
conservative elements in the cities, who have not supported the National Liberation Front
(NLF) or the Provisional Revolutionary Government (PRG), have arrived at the position
where they would prefer to form a coalition government with the PRG rather than have
the war continue under the Thieu regime. Consequently, a broad bascd opposition to the
U.S. backed Saigon government has developed and erupted. even in the cities of Saigon
and Hue, which were the last strongholds for Thieu and the Americans.

Despite attempts to black out news, word has gotten through of anti-Thieu,
anti-American demonstrations occuring almost every day for the last few weeks
throughout south Vietnam. Student groups, militant Buddhists women’s groups and even
veterans from the Saigon Army ALL participate. Thieu’s response has been mass arrests
and daily killings - tear gas, concussion grenades and in the end, American M-16 rifles are
all used to “maintain law and order”. Americans have been warncd it’s not safe for them

to walk the streets and U.S. bases have been put on alert. All this sets the tone for the
“free and democratic elections” to be held in Vietnam! It is easy to sec why Nixon would
want the recent news from Vietnamsuppressed in the U.S. ~ the “'Big Lie” is beginning to
show,

Another big embarassment for the Nixon administration has been the refusal.of
anyone in South Vietnam to even run against Thieu in the presidential “elections™,
Everyone 1akes the same charge — that the elections are “rigged” and that there is no
sense running because Thieu will “win” no matter what happens. In the years in which he
has served as the U.S. in Saigon, Thieu has been able to develop an extensive network of
loyal agents and place them in key positions throughout the Saigon government, army,
and police structure. The puppet government has relatively little control over the
countryside, but even so, Thieu is the only man with enough power within the Saigon
administration to be able to keep the present Saigon government from falling apart over

night, in spite of the massive American back-up. The Nixon ration recognizi
1his facy, ls giving. full support to Thisu AGAINST the wishes of the overwhelming

majority of the Vietnamese people, Why?

NIXON'S TALK ABOUT ENDING THE WAR IS JUST A PLOY TO GET HIMSELF
RE-ELECTED IN 1972. IN FACT, WHILE IN OFFICE, HE HAS EXPANDED THE
WAR IN INDOCHINA AND SHOWN NO INDICATION OF ENDING AMERICAN
INVOLVEMENT IN VIETNAM.

While widely publicizing the withdrawal of some U.S, troops, Nixon has expanded the
war into Cambodia and Laos. And this past week the U.S. has launched the heaviest
bombing raids in several years over North Vietnam.
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genuine independence which runs against the interests of U.S. imperialism. Nixon, whose
job it is to protect U.S. capitalist interests over and above the interests of the Vietnamese
people, has made it all too clear that he has no real intentions of withdrawing from
Vietnam,

IN THE FACE OF A MILITARY DEFEAT IN INDOCHINA, NIXON 1S MAKING
DESPERATE EFFORTS TO WARD OFF A POLITICAL DEFEAT BY REFUSING TO
RECOGNIZE AND RESPOND TO THE 7 POINT PEACE PROPOSAL PUT FORTH BY
THE VIETNAMESE ON JULY1, 1971.

Politically the U.S.-Nixon Vietnam policy is being attacked by people all over the .

world. The policy of continuing the war under the title of “Vietnamization™, continuing
to support Thieu, the most isolated political figure in South Vietnam and refusing to set a
definite date for U.S. withdrawal, this policy is now being held onto and supported only
by Nixon and the most backward reactionary elements within the U.S.

It has become clear that the U.S. has in fact been defeated militarily in Vietnam. A
military victory is impossible because the U.S. is face to face with a people’s war where

the whole people support either actively or passively the struggle against American

o

VIETNAMIZATION PROGRESS

Nixon’s *Vietnamization” plan is nothing more than a racist, imperialist dream. It is
RACIST because it pretends to pull out the American GI's while continuing to supl;ly all
the guns. planes, and bombs for Vietnamese to go on killing each other. Nixon knows
l'ha( white racist America would not protest the war half so much if it were “only Asian
lives being spent”, It is IMPERIALIST because it means continuing the war in a different
form for the same purpose, i.e., to keep Southeast Asia and the world for American
investments and markets. Finally, it's s DREAM because it simply won’t work! Thieu and
his die-hard supporters are the only Vietnamese who want to continue fighting with the
U.S. backing. The Vie sese people, as a whole, want the U.S. to get out and allow
them to settle their own problems and decide their own future....but this amounts to

aggression. Demonalization within the U.S. military has reached crisis proportions ~ racial
tensions, drugs, fragging (officers being shot by their own men). The American Command
has completely lost the military initiative —every feeble atfempt at a “strike” has been

turned into a major defeat (eg. the most recent Laos invasion), For years now, American
forces have been stategically on the defensive and restricted to their base areas,

On July Ist of this year, Madame Binh, negotiator for the Provisional Revolutionary

Government of South Vietnam, put forth a “7 Point Proposal for the Peaceful Solution

f the Vietnam Question”, The Proposal states clearly the conditions under which the

fighting can stop and the problems facing the Vietnamese people can be solved peacefully
and democratically. The gist of the Vietnamese plan is that the U.S. set a date for the
withdrawal of its troops and war materials from Vietnam and end its support of Thein
and his group...in return there will be a “cease fire" between the People’s liberati
forces of Vietnam and the U.S. forces, Negotiations w i
assure the safe withdrawal of U.S, troops and the qui
held in North Vietnam. The Vietnamese people will then proceed “
interference”, to form a coalition government in South Vietnam b
independence, neutrality and democracy” and to organize
and fair general elections in South Vietnam,”

ill then begin “immediately” to
ck exchnage of American POW’s
without foreign
ased on “peace,
genuinely free, democratic

What has been Nixon's response to the Peace Proposal from the Vietnamese? Nj
? Nixon

has not even mentioned the fact that s
uch a proposal was pyt forth thi
2 ; ’ I
he has deliberately tried to divert people’s attention away from it Witlll:isns;l::)":::! ll(nﬂ:‘:tad
. eks after

the Propoal was announced in Paris, Nixon did two things: 1)He withdr, th
c ew the

top-ranking U.S. negotiators from Paris which undermined the importance of tp P
e Paris

Lks. 2) [ dmmntically announced hi: ecision to travel Y H
Tal h s d
to the People 8 Repubhc of

Even in the Congress, there is a bill to force

Nixon i
last week a group of mothers S0t Gieti <4 to set a U.S. withdrawal date ang

American POW’s demanded that Nixon

re
Program and demand that Nixon deal with it, people should know about the 7 Point

Let’s not have any illusions about Nixon, he will NEVER “voluntarily” withdraw from
Indochina. His war policy will have to be so politlcally isolated both inside and outside
the U.S. that he will finally be “forced” to abandon Thicu and “Vietnamization™ and set
the date for U.S. withdrawal from Vietnam and Indochina.

KALAYAAN is reprinting in full the Vietnamese 7 Point Program for Peace. We feel
that Filipino people should not be fooled into supporting America’s aggressive war in
Indochina. Nixon is lying when he says that the Vietnamese in Paris are “unreasonable”
and “‘refusing to negotiate™. A careful reading of the 7 Point Program will show clearly
that the Vietnamese position is both reasonable and justifiedl and deserves our full

support.

As Filipino people 1n the U.S. we are not part of the class that stands to benefit from
this war. We are part of the people, however, who are asked to pay for it and die for it.
We have no stake in imperialism and no reason to oppose the National Liberation and
Independence of the People of Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia. As a group we should do
whatever is necessary to oppose the continuation of this unjust and aggressive war.

SUPPORT THE 7 POINT PROPOSAL! DEMAND NIXON “DUMP"” THIEU AND SET
THE DATE FOR TOTAL WITHDRAWAL! MAKIBAKA HUWAG MATAKOT!

7/ POINTS

FOR PEACE

by the Provislonal Revolutionary Government
of the Republic of South Viet Nam made public by Minister
Madame NGUYEN THI BINH

at the 119th sesslon of the Paris Conference on Viet Nam
(July 1st, x971)

esponding to the Viet people’s aspirati for peace and
ional independ idering the American and the world peoples’
desire for peace, showing its goodwill to make the Paris Conference on
Viet Nam progress, basing itself on the 10-point over-all solution, and
following up the September 17, 1970 eight-point and the December 10, 1970
three-point statements, the Provisional Revolutionary Governmeat of the
Republic of South Viet Nam declares the following :

1 — REGARDING THE TERMINAL DATE FOR THE
TOTAL WITHDRAWAL OF U.S. FORCES,

The U.S. Government must end its war of aggression in Viet Nam,
stop the policy of e. Vietnamization » of the war, withdraw from South
Viet Nam all ps, military p 1, P and war materials of
the United States and of the foreign countries in the U.S. camp, and dis-
mantle all U.S. bases in South Viet Nam, without posing any conditions
‘whatsoever.

The U.S. Government must set a terminal date for the withdrawal
from South Viet Nam of the totality of U.S. forces and those of the other
foreign countries in the U.S. camp.

If the U.S. Government sets a terminal date for the withdrawal from
South Viet Nam in 1971 of the totality of U.S. forces and thcs: of the other
foreign countries in the U.S. camp, the parties will at the same time agree
on the modalities of

a) the withdrawal in safety from South Viet Nam of the totality of
U.S. forces and those of the other foreign countries in the U.S. camp;

b) the release of the totality of militarymen of all parties and of the
civilians captured during the war (including American pilots captured in
North Viet Nam), so that they may all rapidly return to their homes.

These two operations will begin on the same date and will end on the
same date.

A cease-fire will be observed between the South Viet Nam People’s
Liberation Armed Forces and the armed forces of the United States and of
the other foreign countries in the U.S. camp as soon as the parties reach
agr t on the withd [ frem South Viet Nam of the totality of U.S.
forces and those of the other foreign countries in the U.S, camp.

2 — REGARDING THE QUESTION OF POWER IN
SOUTH VIET NAM.

The U.S. Government must really respect the South Viet Nam people's
right to self-determination, put an end to its intecf in the i 1
affairs of South Viet Nam, cease to support the bellicose group headed by
Nguyen Van Thieu now in office in Saig all Tuds

and stop tes, inc] g
- tricks on elections, aimed at maintaining the puppet Nguyen Van Thieu.

By various means, the political, social, and religious forces in South
Viet Nam aspiring to peace and national concord will form in Saigon a new
administration favoring peace, independance, neutrality and democracy.
The Provisional Revolutionary Government of the Republic of _South Viet
Nam will immediately enter into talks with that administration in erder to
settle the following questions & <

a) to form a broad three-segment government of national concord that
will assume its functions during the period between the restoration of peace
and the holding of general elections and that will organize general clections
in South Viet Nam. y

A cease-fire will be observed between the South Viet Nam People’s
Liberation Armed Forces and the armed forces of the Saigon administration
as soon as a government of national concord is formed. X

b) to take concrete measures with tl-fe necessary guarantess to pr?'thbn
all acts of terror, reprisal and discrimi against p having
rated with one or the other party ; to ensure every democram_: llberty to the
South Viet Nam people ; to release all persons jailed for political reasons ;
to dissolve all concentration camps and to liquidate all forms of constraint
and coercion so as to permit the people to return to their native places in
complete freedom and to freely engage in their occupations.
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€) To see that the people’s conditions of living are stabilized and
gradually improved, to create conditions allowing everyone to contribute
hlsu.lcntsandcﬂ'ons!ohalth:wzrmndsmdubuﬂd:bemtry.

d)ma;monmammmbchkmmmtﬁcholdingofgmdndy
free, democratic, and fair general elections in South Viet Nam.

3 — REGARDING THE QUESTION OF VIETNAMESE
ARMED FORCES IN SOUTH VIET NAM.

TheVicmmueparduwillmg:th«st:delheqm' of Vietnamese
:medfminSouthVittNamina:phitofnaﬁomlmd,eqmﬂw.
and mutual respect, without ign interference, in accordance with the
post-war situation and with a view to lightening the people’s contributions.

4 — REGARDING THE PEACEFUL RE-UNIFICATION OF
VIET NAM AND THE RELATIONS BETWEEN THE
NORTH AND THE SOUTH ZONES.

a) The re-unification of Viet Nam will be achieved

means, on the basis of di ions and agr :t:pbyﬁnz
zones, without constraint and annexation from either party, and without
foreign interference.

Pcndmg the re-unification of the country, the North and the South
zones will re-establish ! relani guarantee free movement, free
correspondence, free choice of residence, and establish economic and caltural
relations on the principle of I i and I assi

Aﬂquuﬁommnarningthcmmewiﬂbc:tﬂedbyq\nliﬁed
nprqqhﬁmgfthefziemam&pwpleinthemwmmbaﬁsd

o , with reign interf

, b) In keeping with the provisions of the 1954 Geneva Agreements on
Viet Nam, during the p porary partition of the country into two
zones the North and the South zones of Viet Nam will refrain from
joining dny military alliance with any foreign countries, from allowing any
foreign country to maintain military bases, troops, and military persomnel
on their soil, and from recognizing the protection of amy country or of
any militacy alliance or bloc.

5 — REGARDING THE FOREIGN POLICY OF PEACE -
AND NEUTRALITY OF SOUTH VIET NAM.

South Viet Nam will pursue a foreign policy of peace and neutrality,
establish relations with all countries regardless of their political and social
System, in accordance with the five principles of peaceful coexistence, main-
tin ic and cultural relations with all countries, accept the cooperation
of foreign countries in the development of the resources of South Viet Nam,
accept the economic and technical aid of 2ny country without any political
conditions attached, and participate in regicasl plans for ecoromic coope-
ration.

On the basis of these principles, after the eod of the war South Viet
Nam and the United States will establish relaticasin the political, ecoacasic,
and cultural fields.

6 — REGARDING THE DAMAGES CAUSED BY THE
UNITED STATES TO THE VIETNAMESE PEOPLE IN
THE TWO ZONES.

The US. Government must bear full responsibility for the losses and
the destruction it has d to the Vi people in the two zones.

— REGARDING THE RESPECT AND THE INTERNA-
3 TIONAL GUARANTEE OF THE ACCORDS TO BE

CONCLUDED.
The partiss will reach agreement on the forms of respect and internatio-
nal guarantee of the accords that will be concluded.
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These reforms will not be achieved by
the law alone. No amount of govern-
ment legislation can give the sacada the
compensation which is commensurate
with his dignity and his work, In the
first place, it ia very easy to circumvent
the Minimum Wage Law by doctoring
the payroll and by bribing the govern-
ment inspector. In the second place, even
if the Minimum Wage Law were com-
plied with, it would still demand the
atrictest supervision on the part of the
hacendero so that the contratista would
not be able to steal what rightfully be-
longs to the sicada. In the third place,
the Minimum Wage is not a Living
Wage, is not a Family Wage, and the
hacendero, if he is sincerely concerned °
about the well-being of his sncn_dns
must, at the cost of personal sacrifice
and disapproval from his peers, person-
ally make an effort to transcend the let-
ter of the law and pay his sacadas not
the minimum demanded by the law but
a Living Wage which, in the words of
Pope Pius XII is

“a salary which will cover the
Bviniupcnmoflhmllyand make it
possible for the parents to fulfill their

natural duty to resr healthfully-nourish-

ed aud healthfully-clothed children; a

dwelling worthy of human persons; the

poasib.!‘l’l?' of securing sufficient instruc-

tion becoming education for the

children; of foreseeing and forestalling

times of skress, sickness, and old age”

EDITORIAL COMMENT:
R

FREEDOM CAN NOT BE GRANTED ,.,.

FREEDOM IS ASSERTED!

The only undeniable value of the preceding article

the last analysis, because bo is the own-
er, the boss, the policy-maker of the ha-
clenda; because and not his fellow-

It is clear, from Part I and Part IT of
that a radical chenge in the

sacada situation is necessary.
P te to this

E

clous concem
truth, no matter how it hurts, and, in
the pursuit of this truth, studies the real
situation with o . This
study should Jead the hacendero to ac-
tunl.( identify with the sacadas by him-
self {Mng. working, and suffering with
them fully as a sacada.
not do this, then he should consult not
only himself, nor those whose lmowledge
of the situation s biased and l
but those who are impartial, and who
have actually lived as sacadas.

This concern, finally, should have ef-
ficacious results along two lines: quanti-
tatively — having seen the real situation,
the hacendero then provides his sacadas
with what befits them and their fami-
lles as human beings; qualitatively —

to the tasks of evaluating the crisis of Philippine
society and exploring the possibilities of different
social systems is in its very graphic presentation of
the cruel reality of the exploitation of the sugar

workers in the Philippines. After describing ‘the ins
Aty ol opp and expressing doubt on the

ability of exploiters to cease their exploitation of the
sugar workers, the author nevertheless contends that
change can only come from the top, namely from the
realization of the landlords of their exploitative
nature and their joint resolve to ‘do justice to every

man.” The author thus opts for a reformism that is -

totally dependent on the whims and caprices of the
exploiting classes... He fails toattack the institution
of landlordism, itself cruel and inhuman; rather, he
advances the preposterous view that landlordism can
be *human’ and ‘benevolent,’ 1t is a very paternalistic
theory that he advocates which is no better qual-
itatively than the rest of the moral-cleansing and
hypocritical ‘ideologies’ of change.... He denies the
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capabilities, nay the historical necessity, for the ex-
ploited classes to fight for their own emancipation..
He assigns the masses to the very passive and reaction-
ary role of waiting for the exploiters to agree 1o
change. History teaches us that freedom eannot be
granted. Freedom is asserted and securcd by those
who desire it and it is always denicd by those whose
priveleges are attached lo its denial from the greater
number....As such, Father Jesena's ‘expose’ is nothing
but 2 sugaracoated apologia for the landlord society
that he wishes to conserve. He assigns the inequality
and the injustice to particular landlords, and not to
the system of landlordism itsclf. Evidently, Father
Jesena is still hung-up in the mystification of feudal
values and evades a more honest and scientific con-
sideration of exploitation as a social problem that can
only be solved if the exploited classes took full
possession of their rights. Fortunately, Philippine
history does not confirm Father Jesena’s shistorical
role for the Philippine peasantry and working class...

THIRD WORLD STUDIES
(continued from p. 13)

that social problems within the educational
system (c.g. busing) will not be solved by
that institution any more than will the other
socio-ecconomic political institutions solve
the problems they create and perpetuate
(c.g. the prison system does not end crimes;
urban redevelopment does not alleviate the
housing problems of the poor). Third World
Studies must offer the alternative to the
present cducational system for it is not an
outside, omniscient, legal, moral authority
judging and determining all aspects of
peoples’ lives. Unlike the present educational
system it does not take unchallenged
assumptions and fabricated theories and
apply them in predicting and controlling
peoples’ behavior and thoughts. Rather,
Third World Studics must begin with the
experiences of people (o create_ a_ new
perspective, It must, at all times, be

year(s)j
accouniable to the peaple,

that there will never be acceptance and
support of an autonomous, dynamic Third
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others and his cnvironment. Nevertheless,
these must be and are its tasks and goals (a
.dilcmma? No, a contradiction that can only
be resolved through long struggle.)

It would be very difficult to get into the specifics of
Third World Studies implementation such as life span
timetable, theories and community relevance. Likc;
any new life it’s a process unfolding in its own time
Its spontaneity should be seen as a positive feature
and asset. It is a refreshing change from the five-year
master plans or other mcticulously predictable
stage-by-stage programs so chacteristic of the present
educational system and the Western world. Third
World Studies will continue to be confror;led by
economic-social-political challenges as well as new
and perhaps more difficulty problems in its
flcvclop_mcm. Each studies must develop according ¢
its particular dialectical needs and available resou o
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Side by side with the rapidly increasing social and
political consciousness of the Filipino people in
America is the resolute disintigration of one sacred
American myth after another. A particular myth that
has just found its righteous place in the dust bin of
History ns the ly-held belief that Fil-
ipino professionals are not exploited or oppressed in
this “‘bountiful land of opportunity* unlike their bro-
thers and sisters in the farm valleys. And that they are
“prosperous and contented™.

Close to 31,000 Filipino professionals leave the
Philippines annually to seek their promised fortune in
the United States draining their country of their
much-needed services. They casually rationalize their
abandonment of their poverty-stricken land with the
capitalist ideology that “It’s every man for himself™.
it is a subtle dehumanizing self-centered ideology
forcibly instilled in all Filipinos through a colonial
educational system still governed by the 1925 Public
Instruction Act and supplemented by every con-
ceivable indoctrinating media from Hollywood “cow-
boy and indian™ movies to Wall Street Time-Life mag-
azines, from American T.V. “laugh-in" comedies to
folk-rock radio music. It pervades the whole su per-
structure that is part and parcel of the neo-colonial
leash held by the U.S. monopolists over the neck of
the Philippine economy.

But when these Filipino professionals do reach
their “‘paradise on earth”, little is heard from or
E about them. Ocassionally one hears about Engineer

“Johnny" (it is no longer **Juan™) de la Cruz working

as a gasoline attendant in & corner Chevron station

ingly tented b her **I still earn

more in this job that I did as as engineer in the Phil-

ippines. There 1 received only 1000 pesos a month

but here 1 get a monthly paycheck of $500. And,

| according to my calculations, it is 3 times more than
my former Filipino salary.” With this logic, a whis-
pered unwritten law circulates: “Don’t rock the boat.
Despite everything, we’re still luckier than those poor
folks back home. And besides what do you think
they'll say? That we're failures? Naku, nakakahiya!™

But one such Filipino professional residing in Los
i Angeles apparently did not hear the whisper, or if he
| did, scoffed at it. He refuscd to be cowed down by
the injustice he was experiencing and which he real-
ized was being perpetrated on his people. In an Open
Letter addressed to his fellow professionals entitled
“FILIPINOS, WAKE UP!", he dared to ask,

“How many Filipinos, here and there, have
been unfairly terminated or unjustly kicked out
for flimsy reasons? to a lesser degree, how
| many have been suspended, placed on pro-.
| bations or demoted for any fabricated reasons?
How many?"”

The awakening of this young Filipino professional
has provoked a similar awakening in the minds of
those like him who are now beginning to dare unmask
the Great American Dream for what it always has
been, a nightmare for the poor working-class minority
people in this racist country. As he discovered,

IS

“Before these demonstrations, there were
seemingly just a handful, but when the demon-
strations started, and within a span of 6 days,

. no less than 75 Filipinos approached me and
described how they became viclims of
inequalities, injustices and discriminations 7
things they just kept to themselves before in

silence..."

Who is Dr. Saqueton? What is his case that has
attracted so much national attention?

FILIPINO
OFESSIONAL

A 1962 graduate of the University of Santo Tomas
School of Medicine in Manila, Dr. Saqueton accum-
ulated 6 years of general practice while engaging in
side research on Sex Determination and Conception.
Nurturing ambitions of furthering his research in this
ficld by joining lcading American researchers engaged
in the same field prompted the Filipino doctor to
emigrate to the United States along with his nurse-

_-wife and their S children in hopes too of securing a

successful future. Upon arrival here, he encountered
unexpected problems relating to licensing.

To comply with official regulations, he took and
passed the written examinations conducted by the
Board of Medical Examiners of California in 1969.
But he was informed that that was not sufficient.
Because he was an alien, he was required to take the
examinations conducted by the Educational Council
for Foreign Medical Graduates (ECFMG), a private
association sponsored by the American Medical Asso-
ciation and the American Hospitals Association. Al-
though he had serious doubts about the legality of
the ECFMG, he nevertheless took the exam in 1970
and passed it.
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1 }Jto help reduce the shorlage of physicians;

2)to help remedy the maldistribution of
physicians;

3Jto help correct the wastage of medical
manpower;

4Jto try to correct medical discrepancies;

5)io try giving more decent jobs to foreign
medical graduates through the Physicians’s
Assistant Program while wailing to pass medical
exams; and

6Jto try to make health workers be more
concerned with and conscious of patients’
rights and feelings.

The Association, under the leadership of Dr.
Saqueton and Dr. Baltazar Dispo, wrote numerous
petitions to public officials and orfganizations urging
the abolition of the ECFMG tests “not only because
it is illegal and arbitrary but also because it s an
immoral source of income for the AMA. Each appt
icant for the ECFMG examinations pays $45.00 to
take the tests and a very low percentage passcs the
tests. This represents hundreds of thousands of dol
lars in examination fees which are not publicly ac-
counted for by the ECFMG.”

SMASHES

A

MYTH

by Kapatid Rogelio Rodriguez

When informed that only 1000 out of the 7000
foreign doctors who took the ECFMG exams passed,
Dr. Saqueton began to openly question the wisdom
and legality of depriving qualified foreign doctors,
who had already passed the State Medical Board
requirements, from being able to practice medicine
especially when there exists an acute shortage of doc-
tors in the United States. As Dr. Philip S. Lee, the
former Assistant Secretary of Health, Education and
Welfare, announced,* We need twice as many doctors
as we now have (640,000 instead of 320,000 in
1967)...This is a shocking situation...But inspite of the
need, U.S. medical schools produce only 8000 a
year.” (Health in America: The Problem and the Prac-
tice). :

The statistics further showed:

As of 1966, aimost 40% of hospitals in the U.S.
did not even meet the minimum standards of
the medical profession. Thousands of hospitals
had no doctors at all, or one or two foreign,
often unlicensed, doctors on the hospital pre-
sises ... The shortage, not onrly of doctors, but
of other health workers is serious. In 1966 two
of every three aides (to doclors) were not
nurses or trained technicians.
(Dr. Milton L. Gross, The Doctors)

The concrete product of Dr. Saqueton’s questions
regarding the ECFMG and his gradual understanding
of the monopoly control of the American Mredical
Association over all facets of the health sysiem
America was his founding of the International Med-
ical (IMA). Composed mostly of Filipino doctors, the
association listed down as its objectives:

“Denial of the legal right of these pro-
spective interns 1o be 1n their proper positions
Jorces them to accept other employments nol
benefitting the medical profession, so as to live.
Either they are jobless or, at one lime or
another, they became and some are stll any of
the following: orderly, nurse's aide, taxi dnver,
tax conxultant, embulance atiendent, EKG
technician, i e claims e iner or mesl-
ical aide; this is not mentioning the humiliating
fact that some [oreign medicel gredustes be-
came domestic aids. " (IMA Resolunon Ne.2)

While actively pursuing the struggle for the just
rights of fordign medical grad Dr. Saquet
found employment as an intern in the Queen of
Angels Hospital in the day time and as an EKG tec-
hnician at night. To supplement his income, he ac-
quired a publisher’s license to sell his book, “Your
Choice: Boy or Girl? A Drugless Proposal™.But the
incident that signalled what was to become a series of
harrassments on the Filipino doctor begam with his

pension in early J. y of this year allegedly be-
cause advertisemrents on his book which appeared in
the L.A. newspapers “violated the Code of Ethics of
the American Medical Association”. Despite his ad-
amant conviction that he had done nothing wrong,
Dr. Saqueton agreed to give up publication of hs
book and to stop advertising as he was anxious to
finish his internship in the hospital. His suspensioa
was then changed 1o a probationary status of sx

months.

Three months later, Dr. Saqueton was once agam
summoned o an ialerrogation by the same com-
mittee that had earlier suspended him. This tme it
was openly because of his aclivilies as president of
the International Medical Associaiion {(IMA). Re-
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fusing to be intimidated by their questions, the IMA
head ran down the objectives of his organization and
then boldly accused the committee of being “deaf
and blind” to the plight of their less fortunate col-
leagues and for flagrantly violating certain California

Medical Law provisions.

The committee was clearly taken aback by the
boldness and frankness of the Filipino physician,
After a hurried closed door meeting, the committee
announce that “Dr. Saqueton’s function and perfo-
rmance as an intern will be reviewed for the next 30

days."”

Two weeks later, his wife, a nurse in the same hos-

pital received her letter of termination from the hos-
pital personnel director. Her unexpected termination,
according to the letter was “‘due to a staff reduction”.
But Mrs. Saqueton was puzzled for she was just given
a salary increase two months earlier for “meritorious
service™. But the whole puzzle began to fit when she
saw an advertisement in the Los Angeles Times that
very same day from a hospital which needed more
nurses, 1t was the Queen of Angels Hospital!

Outraged at the blatant vindictive action meted out
to his wife, Dr. Saqueton wrote an Open Letter to the
Nursing Director who had fired his wife and dis-
tributed copies of it to all the hospital personnel. The
letter strongly protested the discriminatory and spite-
ful firing of his wife. The Hospital’s response was cold

and swift; immediate suspension on that very day and
complete termination two days later. As if that were
not enough, on May 22, without any previous notice,
he was also fired from his EKG technician night job.

the expense of patienis? Should private policies
of, hospitals be forever allowed to lra.mple u"pon
the basic rights and freedom of individuals?

At this point it is important that we know exactly
what the policies of the American Medical Associa-
tion are. An awareness of the exact nature of the
AMA will not only aid us in comprehending more
fully the struggle of the International Medical Asso-
ciation led by Dr. Saqueton but also, it will provide
us with an insight into the real reasons behind the
inndequate state of the health syst®n in America.

“The AMA has consistently opysed child-labor

laws, social security for the aged, the minimum

wage, the 40-hour week, all pro-labor legisla-
tion...When Congress in 1930 granted Federal
funds to state health agencies to reduce death
rates of mothers and children, the AMA said it

“tended to promole communism". In 1939 Dr.

Fishbein, AMA President, d d Federal

Unemployment insurance systems as “ the first

step toward the breakdown of American dem-
ocracy, a definite step toward either com-
munism or socialism.”...

...In the field of public health, the AMA has
actively opposed mass X-ray screening of our
people for chest diseases including tuberculosis
and cancer of the lung. The AMA has opposed
operation of governmeni-sponsored VD clinics
and the compulsory reporting of communicable
diseases: these latter two public health measures
are absolutely necessary lo eradicate VD from
our people...

(Dr. Tom Brewer,Fact and Fiction, The
Truth about the AMA)

“\ challenge he spasker's charge that
system for the rich and anof

N LA

we \\no on health care

r for the poor. To us, there are

no w’ll

+1Is the blackballing beginning? 1 don't know.
Bue is the possibility of being blackballed a rea-
son for a person to keep quiet and not fight for
what he believes is right? How long should oth-
ers be allowed to suppress a person’s freedom
of speech and writing just because he is an in-
tern? How far snowa others be allowed 1o pre-
vent a man's basic right to work so as to live,
despite his full qualifications? How long? How
far?*

The qualitative development of Dr. Saqueton’s
consciousness reached a higher level when he made
his decision.to stick it out —to confront the Injustice
rather than to Tun away from it.

“A? this stage, I can still go somewhere perhaps,
and start all over agsin by nol mentioning
Queen of Angels Hospital and pretend to be
starting fresh for internship. Local experiences
have shown that hospital directors are not
allergic to those with “expulsion” records -
whether justified or not. But what assurances
can I get that history won’t repeat itself? What
assurances can I get that no one will ever know
my past in the new place where I’ll be? And
even if, by remaining silent now, I eventually
get my medical license, what assurances can I
gel as prolection when for some [limsy reasons,
my license is suspended by physicians in power
whose mentality may be similar to those in the
hospital? IF I “RUN" AWAY NOW,
THROUGHOUT MY LIFEI'LL BE RUNNING
AWAY. I might as well face it now and get it
over with.”

From that initial stage of perception, the Filipino
doctor advanced to the stage of conceptualization, He
realized that the injustices committed by the Queen
of Angels Hospital were merely the “symptoms” and
in order to “cure the patient”, he had to attack the
“disease” itself which he believed to be the “monop-
olistic™” powers and policies ‘of the American Medical
Association and its allies.

“‘should private monopolistlc policies of the
AMA and fts allies be allowed 1o forever tra=
mple upon the Medical Laws of California, at

The size and power of the American Medical
Association can be seen in its annual budget which,
for the last 10 years, has been roughly $23 Million,
about 45% coming from the advertisements of drug
companies and medical supply houses in AMA pub-
lications, 32% from the annual dues of its more than
200,000 members (for the last 4 years it has been $70
but it is being increased to $150) and 13% from sub-
scriptions to its numerous technical journals. What
does the AMA do with all this money?

“ The AMA maintains the largest and richest
lobby in Washington- spending $1.1 million in
1965, an amount 10 times iarger than the
second largest lobby (AFL-CIO). Last year
AMPAC, the AMA’s front for political con-
tributions gave $680,000 to conservative
candidates for national office who support wars
and guns over clinics and hospitals. An estimat-
ed 5 times this amount is spent on the local
levels.”’(Health Rights News August 1969)

Just recently, the AMA included in its budget “a
million dollars for a couple of demonstration projects
in health planning and emergency care; and $10 mil-
lion for § years to buy television programs and ads
designed “to bring credibility to the AMA and pride
in being physicians”, (David Perlman, S.F. Chronicle
June 23,1970)

Is the AMA the “dlsease” in itsell or is it the
system that the AMA most rabidly adheres to that is
actually the “discase™ that must be confronted? To
be able to answer this, we must know the system and
the “philosophy” that motivates the actions and
policies of the American Medical Association. The
1967 AMA President Dr. Milton O. Rouse stated it

\lrgen; clearly in his presidential address (fune 20,
67).

... We are faced with the concepi of health care *
as a right rather than as a privilege.., these we
must continue o oppose. What is our phlios-
ophy? It is the faith in private enterprise, We

can therefore concentrate our attention on the
single obligation to protect the American Way
of Life. That way can be best described in one
word: CAPITALISM.”

The substance behind the International Medical
Association's charge that the AMA is responsible for
the acute shortage of doctors in America lies in the
fact that,

“To function at all, a medical school must
be accredited by the AMA. THIS ALLOWS
THE AMA TO CONTROL THE NUMBER OF
M.D.’s ENROLLED AND GRADUATED, AND
TO HEAVILY INFLUENCE THE CUR-
RICULA. Once the MD degree is obtained, a
doctor is under heavy pressure to join the AMA
or he cannot have access to hospital facilities or
get referrals, the typical way in which doctors
build a clientele. Opposition to AMA policies
can mean ouster from membership and of
course, the resulting limitations in one's prac-
tice.”

(Autopsy on the AMA, SRF)

An understanding of the capitalist economic Law
of Supply and Demand will explain'the underlying
rcason behind the AMA’s triumphant satisafaction at
the continued critical shortage of doctors in America.
The Law simply states, the lower the supply of doc-
tors, the higher the demand for them and con-
sequently, the higher one has to pay for their services.
As Mr. Nicholas Von Hoffman, the S.F. Chronicle
columnist, observed in his November 29 column of
last year,

“ .the family doctor (is) a retail businessman,
struggling to run a small organization which
grosses anywhere from $100,000 to $400,000 a ;
year. The underlying difficulty is that the doc-
tor has been changed from a professional to a
businessman.”

And it is this same economic law that should im-
press upon the American working-class people and
particularly, the minorities (the Filipinos especially
since we py the d1 t rung in the
American economic totem pole, just a step higher
than the dispossessed American Indian) the deep
mortal stake we ali have in the struggle of Dr.
Saqueton and the IMA to break the monopolistic
stranglehold of the AMA over the entire American
health system. Consider further these statistics:

“The average expense per patient-stay has cori-
tinued to climb. It was $515.59 in 1968, more

than double that of 8 years ago. Patient-day
" costs at the end of 1968 stood at $61.38, again
almost double that of eight years ago.

In 1969 the figure rose to $67.59 per day.
The American Hospital Association (AHA) has
projected a cost of $98.37 a day by 1973.” (Dr.
Howard A. Rusk,Cutting Hospital Costs)

To bring his cause to the public and to expose the
conspiracy between the hospital and the American
Medical Association and its allies, Dr. Saqueton and
the other members of the In ternational Medical
Association organized a picket and a hunger-trike in
. front of the Queen of Angels hospital last August
23. Among those who had joined the picket were a
number of Filipino “community leaders” whom Dr.
Saqueton had prevailed upon to support his cause.
The Filipino leaders announced that it was the
“Filipino national character” that was at stake in the
controversy.

Even the Philippine News which had previously
confined itself to the coverage of the social affairs of
the clite in the Filipino-American community saw fit
to iclude a whole editorial on the issue entitled “The
Filipino National Character and the Saqueton Case”
declaring that ““...there is too much at stake; it is the
Filipino national character which has been severely
bruised and maltreated and it is high time that this
wrongdoing be corrected”.

Four days after the pickets werc set up, the Queen
of Angels Hospital authorities summoned Dr.
saqueton, the Filipino “community leaders” and the
L.A. Philippine Consul-General Pacifico Evangelista
to a conference to settle the dispute. .

The hospital authorities headed by Dr. Tirso Del
Jungco (a rich Cuban doctor who fled his country
after the Revolution), proposed a compromise. They
stated that they were willing to rehire Dr. Saqueton
but, without back pay and just for the remainder of
his internship. And if he disavowed all his charges
against the hospital and retracted his denunciation of
the American Medical Association and its allies.

The Filipino “community leaders”, headed by the
national president of the Filipino American Political
Association (FAPA) Mr. Nonoy Mendoza and the
Phitippine News publisher, Mr. Alex Esclamado, were
immediately attracted with the proposal and pro-
ceeded to try to convince Dr. Saqueton to grab the
chance. The open enthusiasm displayed by the “com-
munity leaders™ to Hospital's loaded terms com-
promised whatever bargaining position Dr. Saqueton‘
might have had. And this did not escape the notice of
the hospital authorities. They announced that the
final contract signing would be held at the office of
the Philippine Consul-General later that day.

In their eagerness to please the Hospital auth-
orities with their reasonableness, these Filipino ““com-
munity leaders” had jeopardized the very principles
behind Dr. Saqueton’s cause. And in the process, they
had not only revealed their low regard for the
Filipino national character but they had also exposed
the opportunist nature of their shallow commitment.

After Dr. Saqueton had succumbed to the per-
suasion of the Filipino “‘community leaders”, they all
proceeded to the office of Consul Evangelista. There
they waited for the hospital authorities to arrive. But
no one came. Instead they received a phone call from
Dr. Del Jungco who an d that the Hospital
administration had just met and decided that they
would retract their proposal. They would not accept
Dr. Saqueton under any circumstances. .

All the “community leaders” could say after they
realized they had cheapened themselves for nothing
was that the hospital authorities had acted *“in bad
faith™,

Dr. Saqueton felt however that it was not just a

slap on nim but a slap on the Philippine government
as its L.A. Consul-General had taken an active invol-

vement in the conflict. Unfortunately, the subservient
face of the Philippine government has been slapped
too often by the United States that the Saqueton
incident would hardly even be noticed.

Bitter but undaunted by the treachery of the
hospital administration, Dr. Saqueton resumed his
picket and his hunger-strike in front of the Queen of
Angels Hospital.

In the ensuing weeks that followed, do;bts began
to creep into Dr. Saqueton’s mind. In a manifesto he
distributed, he wrote,

After two weeks of exhaustive demonstrations and
a personal hunger-strike, I began 1o think, QUO

VADIS? Shall the Cause win?

His answer lay in the colonial attitude imbued in the
Filipino consciousness, the bahala na(leave it to fate)
attitude. As he lightly put it in his own unoriginal
words, Que sera, sera — what will be wili be.

At this time too, his mind was trying to grapple

with all the contradictions he had witnessed. The
authorities had labcled him a “radical”. But reared in
an athmosphere radicalism was conditioned to be
anathema, he was hesitant to accept being branded as

such. But then, he reflected,

“Even withou! appearing ‘“‘radical” in ex-
ternal appearance, the moment one starts to
think more progressive and show more concern
for others — things different from the usual
routine of the “sleeping” majority, he is cailed
a “radical.” Me in my white medical uniform
with short hairs and no beard was also branded
a “radical” by the chairman of the medical
education committee of the hospital that expel-
led me; the same fellow who practically “m-
asterminded” my expulsion and previous sus:
pensions and piacement under surveillance.

Is it radicalism lo have engaged in the fol-
lowing:

~Help other less fortunate colleagues pass
medical exams by offering them review classes
30 they canbe interns like me?

~Fight for the implementation of a Cal
ifornia Medical Law p fon regardless of
what the “AMA Almighty™ (that’s how the
chairman, who shouid resign, considers the
AMA) says?

_~Help California patienis have more badly
needed physicians by helping misplaced foreign
medical graduates become qualified for tntern-
ship and eventual licensure?

~Heip foreign medicai graduates have more
decent jobs rather than being taxi drivers,
security guards, orderlies, nurses’ aides, and so
forth — jobs befitting the medical profession?...

-‘To protect the interests of minority em-
ployees and to voice out one's greivances and
opinions in writing?

If all the enumerated activities are radical-
ism... then so be it. ] AM A RADICAL!

And he concluded,
THE TRUTH MAKES ONE FREE

THIRTY - ONE

The struggle for justice in America will be a long
one because, it is becoming evident to an increasingly
farge number of people, the very foundations upon
which the American system rests is rooted in criminal
injustice.

Only when all the oppressed American people
recognize who their common oppressor is and embark
on the historical task of changing this unjust society
into a just one will the struggle for justice in America
finally be won.

As of this writing, Dr. Saqueton has ceased his
hunger-strike but is still pursuing OUR struggle by
picketting the hospital. The International Medical

iation has 1 hed a nationwide campaign to
inform the public of the injustices committed by the
Queen of Angels Hospital and the American Medical
Association.
To Dr. Saqueton and the IMA, Struggie, don't be
afraid. MAKIBAKA, HUWAG MATAKOT!
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5 year stretch,

We are not discouraged by the actions of the prison
authorities to kecp us from visiting and supporting
our brothers inside the prisons. Since March of llhls
year, we have successfully set up an Asian American
Study Group at the California Medical !’-‘acihty at
Vacaville. Joint Communications has recxeved_ very
little to make y arrag ts for inside
sponsorship (all visiting outside groups must be
sponsored by someone working on that prison staff; a
counselor, therapist, guard etc.) nor have the
authorities made themselves available to the
prisoners. We visit and have study classes on a weekly
basis and because of the prison’s unwillingness to
cooperate with us, we never know il we \yxll be
allowed into the prison next week or if there will .b'e a
space available for us to hold classes in. At the writing
of this paper, it is uncertain that we -1 be admitted
into the prison this coming week, as we were l}uch
away at the gate last time because there was no inside
sponsor. It has been no thanks to any concern for the
men inside that the Dept. of Corrections have allowed
us to ramain at Vacaville. It has been only the diligent
work of Joint Communication with the support of
active community people that have put pressure on
the prison and the Dept. of Correction that has
allowed us to ramain this long, and even now our
presence there as a group is shaky.

It is obvious that the prison authorities don’t want
outside people coming into the prisons, because when
they do, they become educated as to the oppressive
conditions that prisoners are forced to live under, and
will begin to relate this information to the outside

society that is ignorant of prisons and the prison
system. The authorities are fearful of this exposure
because as more people are educated about prisons,
they will have a better understanding of the reasons
and of the rebellions that are taking place
everyday in this country and will begin to support the
prisoners in their just demands.

The prisons are another of the many institutions of
this country that have gone unchallenged by the
people for too long. Joint Communications is an
extention of the political work that we are involved
in daily in our communities. We support the
revolutionary demands made by the men behind the
walls of prison. We arc their sisters and brothers, and
their cry for help brings the same pain to us, as the
one that is constantly ringing in our communitics
everyday. :

We have no choice but to take action. | am not a
stringer, an animal, or beast.

1AM A Ma}'. A BROTHER, A SON, HELP!

HELP - BECOME EDUCATED ABOUT THE
PRISON SITUATION -~ HELP

contact:

Joint Communications

c/o Bill Sorro .

848 Kearny St., San Francisco, Calif.

or
c/o JACS
125 Weller St., Los Angeles, Calif.

monopoly capitalist class.
% “g:c‘f\'\;e e bt-}lc::is in the principie of self-determina-

T[on as proven by his active involvememt in the initiation

f Philippine Studfes program in the SF State curriculum
l?ap:dd Pafx'-’lck would not ;tlnlow himself 1o be used to deprive
other le of that same right,

(KﬁYAAN will feature a longer article on Kapatid
Patrick in the next issue.) “

But he was not the only victim of this *‘Uncle-Sam-
needs-you'' bit, Last summer alone, more than a dozen
Filipinos in the Cemral City ghetto area were drafted into
the U.S. military machine to become the ruling class' de-
humanized killer robots.

1t is imperative that we Filipinos understand the nature
of the draft system which forces our young men to kill inno-
cent people, our own people, to serve the interests of the
monopoly capitalist class in the United States, And those
who dare to refuse are physically deprived of all their
rights by incarceration,

In the Draft itself, there is a built-in class discrimina-

uon that explains why a greater proportion of poor working-
class Third World people are drafted and have the highest
degree of mortality, For instance, two of the most often
used deferments are the physical deferment and the con-
sciemions objection status, For a physical deferment, one
has to get letters from doctors and medical specialists that
explain why the medical condition (bad heart, allergies, etc.)
prevent the kind of activity the Army demands, Often the
letters have t be backed up with X-rays and expensive
tests. Who can afford doctor's examinations and special
tests? "

contributors.

Aion which means unity In its Chinese translation,
attempts to fulfill the obligation of its title by country.
spanning the various Asian groups, including Filipino,
Chinese and Japanese. There is also a photographic
essay of the North Vietnamese struggle with related
quotes from Ho Chi Minh.

Aion succeeds In bridging the contradiction in-
herent in combining political and cuitural materials
by including not only politicai essays and artlcles, but
also by selecting fiction and poetry which reflects a
particular ethnic and political consciousness of Asian

® Graphics by Jim Dong and photo essays stand

out-particularly as they relate to historical materia]
such as the American concertration camps. This
particular photo essay relates America

s treatmen
the Japanese-Americans during World i

To qualify for a C,O. deferment, one must fill out an
fnvolved application and fill owt letters of reference, In
order to answer the questions on the forms it is almost a
requirement that one has a college education, A person
without that kind of education probably would be unable to
gl:ked the kind of arguments which would persuade a Draft

ard.

For information and assistance regarding your draft
there is the ASIAN LEGAL SERVICES at sazyolmney S
telephone number 781-0978, a Chinatown-Manilatown Draft
HelP service. Or call up the Manilatown Multi=Service
Center, telephone number 989-5402,

ﬁn'n:ls is the second issue o,
t issue In pages and size, It contain,

and includes short stories b y Jeff C’WS"OVG 1
articles by Pat Sumi, Makario Saka "
Gearge Leong and Jan Miriditani and
Reggie Makabasco, Jim Dong and Edna Jundis
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community is important in ex i
Conciousness, An Asian-A g
cated to examining the cry
community is even more
fill this gap and hopefull
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more current political prisoner situation in this
f Aion and it doubles the

Sam Tagatac;
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illustrations by
An Asian-American Imagazine that can act qs a

W Asian-American artists in the
Third World
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EDITORIAL;

3 USIIT

The recent Supreme Court ruling on dese, i
by Bl_JSlNG and the controversy itg has genegteeg; t\lv‘:{;
hn\fc its effect on the Filipino community and other
Thnrd World communities. For this reason, it neces-
sitates a very serious analysis.

At first glar}ce, it would seem that BUSING was a
very progressive step forward that merits support.
White racist Amerika had finally admitted before the
people and the world that it had been practicing de
!'act segregation all along as concretely manifested in
its .educational system. The tragic-comic spectacle of
white racist parents in Pontiac, Michigan shouting
“White Power”, “Nigger Lover” and preventing “by
any means necessary™ the legal enforcement of busing
and of the support extended to them by fellow racists
(Nixon, Wallace and co.) would certainly influence
one to conclude that busing is a correct issue to back.
Truly, what the bad guys oppose, we support.

Busing, according to its liberal proponents will do
away with segregated schools and it will finally trans-
form this society into an egalitarian one.

Should the Filipino community, therefore, support
busing?

To fully answer this question, it is important that
we first understand what the problem essentially is -
that we differentiate the symptoms from the disease
itself and that we guard against subjectivism. Thus, to
“cure the sickness of the patient™, we must develop
the attitude of seeking the truth from the facts.
“Facts™ are things that exist objectively.

The facts are that in every Ameri
rikan town an
city, there are school oS ureno;\‘re:

whelmingly white and there are schools whose stu-
dents are overwhelmingly Third World. The schools
with white students are located in relatively affluent
white middle<lass neighborhoods and the schools
with minority students are located in poor working
class ghettos. The white neighborhood schools have
relatively superior educational standards and facilities
while the ghetto schools suffer from the inferior
quality of its teaching staff and facilities-

oy b X
0 A

The truth derived from these facts is that the prob-
lem is not one of segregated schools but one of seg-
regated neighborhoods. It is the classic problem of
class segregation. On one hand, you have poor
working class people, the majority of whom are Third
World, residing in substandard communities and who
are victims of inadequate housing, education, medical
care and a litany of other inequities. On the other
hand, you have relatively affluent, white-dominated
upper middle-class neighborhoods with none of the
inequities that ghetto people have to face daily.

Some of the other tacts about the Amerikan educa-
tional system are first, at a time when much more
money are needed to expand and improve the educa-
tional facilities to keep in pace with the increasing
number of schoolchildren, the money allocation for
education is being slashed and diverted on federal,
state and local county fevels. Secondly, the educa-
tional system historically (an up to this day) has been
very racist in its failure to take account of the cul-
tures and contributions of the people of color who
helped build this country. Nowhere has there been
any significant funds and efforts directed at cor-
recting this injustice.

THIRTY - THREE

Since so much money “must” go to finance the
war in Indochina (over 70% out of every tax dof*
there is little Jeft for education. In the light of wus
fact, white racist parents know that whatever little bit
there is for education, it’ll first go to “maintaining
the high standards™ of the schools in their neighbor-
hoods. Busing is seen as a threat to them because it
might upset the delicate balance of “injustice™ that
has existed for so long. Besides, they are afraid to
have these “troublesome™ non-whites roaming around
t* ¢ir “respectable™ neighborhoods after school hours.
And finally, it is “inconvenient™ for their children.
Therefore, they oppose busing.

Now, when we oppose busing, we must be very
clear about the reasons why we oppose it. Otherwise,
we'll find ourselves on the same side as the reaction-
ary racist! If our position is unclear, opposing busing
amounts to demanding that our children have the
“right™ to remain in the overcrowded, inadequate
school facilities in our neighborhoods. How strange!

So, the position should be clear. We oppose busing,
not only because it is inconvenient but because it is
like putting Bandaid over a cancerous growth. The
problem of inadequate and racist education will NOT
be solved by busing children around the town. It can
only be solved through massive federal and state
fupn..g to improve and expand existing educational
facilicies in Third World and working class neighbor-
hoods. And through ensuring “community control”
of schools so that the non-white schoolchildren are
not taught to hate themselves while being “educated™
in a racist school system.

OUR OPPOSITION TO BUSING GOES HAND IN
HAND WITH OUR DEMANDS FOR BETTER
SCHOOLS IN OUR NEIGHBORHOODS AND
“COMMUNITY CONTROL™ OF THOSE SCHOOLS.

Busing is a liberal solution. We must beware of
liberals because their thinking is characterized by
“short-sightedness™. In fact, they are so short-sighted
that they take the same position as reactionary racists
without even knowing it!

When you have 2 house that is wholly infested by
termites and dry rot and is about to crumble, you do
not offer to paint the house as a solution to make the
house look pretty. You CHANGE the very founda-

tions of the house itself, 1o get rid of the parasitic
creatures.

The people will drive the termites away and re-
construct their own house on a just and equitable
foundation. Power to the People!

The Filipino community will do the same in
driving away liberal solutions for they will re-
construct their ownhome on a just an equitable
foundation. Makibaka, huwag matskot!

TO RISE IN STOCKTON, CALIFORNIA Filipino Referral Center

The formation of some type of inform-
ation-sharing system among Filipino communities has
long existed in the backs of man minds. Not until the
Young People’s Far West Convention in Seattle,
August 18-21, did this concept begin to take shape.
The cnergies expended there produced a plan for
what is called the Filipino Information and Referral
Service. This service hopes to embrace all Filipino
communities and enclaves in the Far West ~ Washing-
ton, Oregon, California, Hawaii, and Guam.

The first move toward the organization of the
center was a meeting of the Task Force which was
designated at the Seattle Conference to do the initial
proposal-writing. Through the co-ordination of the
co-chairm en, Luna Jamero of Stockton and Ben
Menor of Mountain View, the task Force met Sept-
ember 11 for a 2-day work session.

With the aid of Rick Morada, OEO ficld represent-
ative, the Task Force focused its attention on de-
fining the problem areas most frequently confronting
Filipine people and designing the structure which
would facilitate the distribution of information. The
definition phase of the work session was implemented
by dividing the delegation into sub-committees which
dealt specifically with one of seven areas: 1) Housing,
2) Education, 3) Manpower, 4) “Old-timers”, 5)
Youth, 6) Health, and 7) Steering and budget. Dis-
cussion in each group was linited to those points
which are considered pertinent by OEO guidelines.

Summaries from each of the sub-committees were
presented to the general session after two hours of
discussion. At present the Task Force plan is to
submit the proposal, first, to the Office of Economic
Opportunity for consideration, then, if need be, to
private funding organizations.

The following day, Morada, with the help of
Morris Artiaga of Stockton's Community Action
Council, acted as a mock review board to give
delegates practical experience with the manner and
type of questioning that they will encounter when
the application is formally submitted.

The structure for the Information and Referral
Service as it now stands is one of a “hub™ office (or
headquarters) centrally located on the West Coast -
probably in Sfockton, California — with smaller “out-
post” offices maintained, possibly in Seattle, San
Francisco, and Los Angeles. These centers of oper-
ation would each have enough staff to adequately
maintain a 24-hour service. The offices would be
linked by a “hot-line” to make communication more
efficient.

Available at all offices would be a resource bank of
programs, organizations, consultants, and technical
personnel who have expeftise in the seven designated
areas. For instance if Seaside Filipinos wanted some
help in settng up a low-moderate income, Fed-
erally-financed, housing project, they might be re-

IVICE.
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ferred to Filipinos of the Stockton community who
have worked closely with the Filipino housing project
recently funded by FHA.

Also, in recognition of the void of statistical data
specific to the Filipino, the Task Force has included
in the project proposal, appropristions for an
extensive survey of Filipincs in the Far West. This is
intended to provide our communities with the solid
statistical data needed to implement more com-
prehensive programs in the future.

The follow-up meeting has been tentatively sched-
uled for the week-end of October 23, 24, 25, again, in
Stockton. In the interim, delegates are expected to
maintain contact with their respective cominunities
regarding the progress of the Information and Refer-
ral Servi
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ETHNIC CULTURAL CENTER
RISES IN SEATTLE

The importance of a physical base
for the stabilization of the political
gains of Third World people was
dealt with resolutely by the minori-
ty students of the §University of Wa-
shington in Seattle. Years of ardous

EOP Threatened

Kapatid Pete Bacho, a very active member of the
FYA, is a first year student at the College of Law of
the University of Washington. Kapatid Pete aspires to
become a lawyer so he can be able to help p_rovlde
much-needed legal assistance and aid to the Filipino

struggle and continued political agit-

ation finally resulted in the UofW
Admimstration acceeding to the
demands,

Construction began early this year
:.nd it was finally inaugurated last

Sept. 25 amidst the colorful cultural

\
presentations of the various Third
World students. The impressive
Structure boasts of: a library well-
equipped with educational mterial
on the various minority people; and

community in Seattle. Allowed to enter thc_UW Col-
lege of Law through the University’s Educanona.l pp-
portunities Program (EOP), he and other minonu?s
given the same opportunity are in danger of being
denied it as a result of a recent Seattle Superior Court
decision in the cclebrated Marco DeFunis case.

Marco DeFunis, a white student, claimed that he
was ‘discriminated’ again st when the Law School ad-

four halls for each of the majqr
minoritiess~__
The Director of the Ethnic Cultural

Center is Kapatid Roy Flores of the
FYA,

INTERVIEW WITH A FILIPINO FARMWORKER

On September 12, the sixth anniversary of the be-
inning of the United Farm Workers grape strike,
thousands of Chicano and Filipino farmworkers heard
Cesar Chavez and Dolores Huerta speak at the dedica-
tion ceremonies of the new medical center rear

Delano, Built on the union’s ‘40 acres” just O\I\s.\d!:
Delano, the clinle will serve unton workers. The clinic

27 when he was unable to get necessary medical treat-
ment at Delano Hospital. Under union contracts, em-
ployers will contribute 10 cents an hour to a health
fund which will finance many of the services available
at the new clinic. The Rodrigo Terronez Memorial
Clinic is the first of a series of projected clinics which
will serve farmworkers in Delano and other arcas.
Kapatid Joe Tolero went down to Delano for the
opening of the clinic. While there, he talked with
some of the Filipino ‘old-timers‘. Below is the short
account of this experience.

is named after Rodrigo Terronez, a farmworker and
union activist who died in January 1966 at the age of

‘Come to America, the Land of Opportunity’. So
said the farm recruiters to the Filipinos in 1923.
‘Come to America and we'll give you jobs, houses,
education and money’. These recruitments worked
because thousands of Filipinos, mostly the young,

came to Amerika.

When they arrived, the Filipinos were given their
jobs, working nine or ten hours in the ficlds for the
pay of eleven cents an hour. The Filipinos were given
their living quarters-- the labor camps. For this hous-
ing they had to turnover eighty cents of the ninety
cents they earned in a day. Education, the Filipinos
were taught how to pick grapes.

On a trip to Delano, 1 was able to talk to some of
the Filipinoswho were enticed by the ‘promises’ of
Amerika. 1 went to a labor camp, and saw an clderly
Filipino sitting in a squatting position, beside the bar-
racks. As | approached him he smiled, and then we
shook hands. We exchanged our kumustas, and 1
asked if he were willing to be interviewed. He said,

= = .
e

Asian Community Hotel

INTERNATIONAL HOTEL
848 Kearney Street

San Francisco, California
989-7803
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yes.

Q. When did you immigrate to the United States? A. |
came to the United States in 1926,

RECREATION PROGRAM @
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mitted minority students who, he alleged, possessed
lower qualifications than  he did. In deciding the
case in DeFunis’ favor, the white Superior Cournt
Judge Shorett invoked the ‘equal protection for all
citizens under the law’ clause of the 14th Amend-
ment. Unmentioned was the very uncqual fact that
out of 2,000 accredited lawyers in the King County
.area, only 16 are black and there arc no Chicanos,
Indians or Asians.

The Minority Law Students Association, in which
Pete is actively involved, questioned the validity of °
the tests that have objectively discriminated against
non-white people as being °...inadequate measures of .
potential for future success when applied to minority

students... How many white Americans could score
well on an admission exam to Black studies written in

Black slang abd on questions related to Black cul-
ture?’

‘The shock wave set off by the unpreccdented
court decision to admit Marco DeFunis to the Law
School is still reverberating through the corridors of
the Administration building’, reports the campus
paper, ‘and the fear that it may echo its way to some
unhappy consequence is plainly evident and even
more plainly justifiable’. It is predicted that the vol-
atile nature of the issuc will bring it all the way up to
the Supreme Court. ‘And with two vacancies in that
body to be filled by a reelection-secking southward-
-leaning president, there is cause indeed to consider
the whole Educational Opportunity Program to be in
real trouble’.

(Editors notc: Kapatid Pete Bacho is presently
writing an article for KALAYAAN which will discuss
the full ramifications of this issue which will un-
doubtely have national repercussions.)

Q. How long have you been working in the fields? A.
I have been working on the farms for about forty-five
years now. It’s a hard job but I am uysed to it-

Q. Arc you married? A. No, becauso the whites would *

not let us get married. Some of my fricnds went out
of the state to get married, because they do not have
that law. (Law: The Anti-Misccgenation Laws pre-
vented the Filipinos in California from marrying the
whites, including the Mexicanas).

Q. Sir, how many people live in the barracks? A.
There arc 19 in this building.

Q. What is the rental fee? A. We pay ninety to one
hundred dollars 2 month.

Q. How are the facilities in the labor camp? A. The
toilets are broken, they leak. The sofas are no good.
If you go to the kitchen area you will sce what 1
mean.

Q. Did you participate in the 1965 Grape Strike? A.
Yes, | was a member of A. W. O. C. When we walked
out, the growers gave us three days to go back to
work. We didn’t go back to work, so the lights and
the gas were tumed off. We were told that if we
didn’t go to work we would be kicked out of the
camps. Well, we got our things and threw them out-
side the houses and camped outside. Tiien they had
guards to scare the people back to work. A lot of
people went back to work because of the guards, but
still a few stayed on with the strike. Then we merged

At this point, the interview was discontinued in
order to cover the dedication of the first Union Clinic
in Delano. Upon arrival, the car 1 was in was stopped
by picketeers protesting the dedication ceremonies of
the clinlc. There were waves of amerikan flags being
flown from the car antennas, In one instance, a fe-
male picketeer was waving a staff and howling,
‘Comm:nisls!... Communists!!® 1n the true ‘patriotic’
way, she ran across the picket lines, grab
HUELGA Nag and started loprip it to shrccglr: ::I‘m:

In her efforts to rip the fla
g completely, she
howled ‘Communists!!® e s

However, the didication

pleted without any major incident and the people
used the occaslon to reaffirm their determination to
continue the struggle,
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Community

On September 17, 1971, a new youth osganization
opened in the Mission District of San Francisco. The

Needs

At present, the group is trying to put together a
good programme that will meet the needs of the

Raided

by
S.F.P.D.

On October §, 1971, three members of the San
Francisco Police Dept. came to the United Filipino
Youth Organization (U.F.Y.0.)) office accompanied
by a youth’s father lgaking for his son,

As one staff member talked to one of the po-
licemen, two proceeded inside the office, checked the
garbage cans and surveyed the premises. One pig
asked the names, addresses, phone numbers, and ages
of those in the office. A Sgt. Fowley asked a staff
member whether UFYO is official and when
answered that UFYO is in the process of being
incorporated, (which makes a group official) he said
that meant nothing and asked more questions: “Do
you have persons with credentials working here?”,
“Are you with the City and the County of San
Francisco?" , “Do you work with Youth Guidance
Center?”, and a number of other questions he had no
business asking. When Sgt. Fowley was asked whether
he had a search warrant - as he was searching the
place for who knows what - he returned the question
by saying “ What do I need a search warrant for?”

Another officer proceeded to harass and in-
timidate the staff by saying we are guilty of con-
tributing to the delinquency of a minor/minors as
according to him, some of those present were stu-
dents who belonged in school. .

As a result of this particular incident of harass-
ment, two of our youths were busted and were taken
to Juvenile Hall.

14

Itutidmis like these (and this is not the only one)
speak for themselves - that (he police dept. lacks the
understanding and capacity to deal with Filipinos and
Filipino problems, and that the Filipino Community
must organize and help one another to deal with our
problems.

We, the staff of the United Filipino Youth Organ-
ization abhor this recent action of the police dept. We
have witnessed more recently, police cars patrolling
our office. We realize that in our efforts to love and
help our brothers (each other) we are subject to
police and other harassments - so be it....

THE STAFF UFYO

name: United Filipino Youth Qrganization (UFYO).
The aims of the organization is to help alleviate the
problems that are confronting the youths of the
Mission District. With the Mission District having as
much as 20,000 Filipino residents, the youth that
belong to UFYO came together concemning the
problems such as: HARD DOPE, HIGH RATE OF
SCHOOL DROP OUT , etc.

UFYO was a growing idea that soon caught on like
wild fire. It attracted many youths from all over the
district; youths that were in search of some kind of
programme that was concrete, some thing they could
relate to, At present, the membership is about 15 to
20 active young people.

After many summer months of planning and
searching for funds, Ruben Estandian (from City
College of San Francisco) and Anita Sanchez (San
Francisco State College), both residents of the
Mission District, and some of the youths from the
arca were able to secure a store front at 454 14th st.,

as the headquarter for UFYO.

‘0n Saturday October 9, the Mabuhay Fil-
ipine-Americans of Vallejo (MAFILA) held a con-
ference for the Filipino community. Filipino folks
from the surrounding areas Stockton, San Francisco
Salinas and as far away as Seattle came to contribute

to achieve the spirit which is within themselves as a
people.

Originally, the purposec of the conference was to
better coordinate the basketball tournaments held in
the various cities throughout the West Coast. They
have been in existence since 1942, Early resolvement
of lht_: tournament business however gave ample time
for discussion on the “role of the Filipino people in

Va!leio Convention

Filipino kids in the area — some of the ideas are:
English and Tagalog classes, political education
discussion groups, basketball teams, etc. In the words
of Anita Sanchez,“First of all we have some financial
worries that keep our minds going all the time, and
also setting up an effective programme that deals with
the problems of the Filipino Youth. Some of them
are not being able to understand or speak English
well, not being able to relate to the school authorities
just because the way they are treated, and why there
is such a high rate of young Filipinos in the Juvenile
Hall, why the PIGS treat the kids so bad and scream
at the parents. Instead of talking to them, they
(PIGS) scream at them!! Also, to understand why our
kids do the things they do. And that means an
understanding of the social system, educating our
kids about the system, and what we could do to help
them understand. ..; I think just the fact that we’re
saying that Filipino people want to take care of
Filipino people’s problems is in fact a very political
act. We can’t ignore the fact that we do have to fight
for ourselves. We do have to struggle; we’re aware of
that.”

crimination that 1 suffered as a laborer in the 1920°s
and 30's.” What of Filipinos now? The workers from
Interational Hotel and members of Filipino Action
Coalition from Central City in San Francisco gave an
account of their experiences in serving the Manongs
and immigrants. Dan Begonia, coordinator of Filipino
Studies at San Francisco State played a tape of Ating
Tao's (theatre group) presentation of Coconut The
play is a satire which depicts coconuts (Filipinos with
a while mentality.) it posed a serious chalienge 1o the
audience 1o check themselves out. Luna Jamero and

egonia of the Far West Task Force BANC A Tap

on their efforts to research and gain statistics for the

'W_hitc America.” The general realization that Fil-
ipinos historically have ncver been treated any diff-
erent than Black or Brown, and Yellow people in
America was the most common theme. The problems
in the institutions of education, employment, housing
poscd Erave questions to the development of Filipino
institutions wilhip this country and the more import-
ant survival of the Filipino people. Stanley Garibray,
publisher of the Pacific Frontier in Fairfield stated, *
Rascism is more subtle compared to the ovest des-

P blity of obtai ing grant money for the Filipino
communities. Their sctions, like that of others
involved in serving the people were the alternstives
which were illustrated to spread the consci of
Filipino people.

At the conclusion, the Bayanihan spirit prevailed
and the growth and development of Filipino people
were clevated. All power to MAFILA who made this
beautiful thing happen.
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at SF Civiec
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