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Local
(1 )

(2 )

(0)

(b )

There are t en districts, each with a l oca l chi ef who has his own gr oup of
advisers, No.2, No . , men, et c.

The primary chief s are e l ected by popular vote and Jlpproved by USIMJU. None
of th9m received pay f or the i r gover ni ng duties since at t he pr es ent time
thes e duties do not i nterfere with thei r normal livelihood.

( 3) There is very little interference on t he part of USNIdGU in l oell affairs.
Ohiefs feel free, howeve r , to call "at the office" anytime fo r advice and
the l ocal inhabitants know t ha t they may r eport any malfeasance of office
on the par t of the chi efs .

( 4 ) None
Regional

1
1 ) A council of the t en di stri ct chiefs meets semi-monthly at Yaptown.
2 ) Same as a-2 above .
3) The semi -I!lonthl y council meetings are at tended by Mil i t ary Government

officers . Procedur e f or t he meet i ngs is becoming f air ly uniform -- f i rst t he
un offi ce rs and t he Acti ng Deputy Ohi ef Mi l i t ary Government officer present
proposed pl ans and i deas f or consideration. Then the Council of Chiefs re­
tires fo r privat e discu s sion. When they re turn t hey M¥Y have made a defi­
nite decision or they may have dec i ded t o hold the matter over f or t wo weeks
so that t hey may discus s i t with thei r peop le . Also at this t ime t hey pre­
sent their pr obIea a and questions t o Ui litary Government. One of the moa t
fre quent gueati ons now is, ' when is a ship goi ng t o bring aome trade goods ?"
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Slowly 'they a re l earn i ng that no t only may they apeak up a t the meeting bu t
that they are expected to express the i r opinions. However i t 1s at i l l only
2 or ~ of the mor e advanced chiefs who will take part in a discussion .

(4 ) Non.
Development and expansion programs Mor e and more responsibility for self gover n­
ment is being urged upon the chiefs but it i s a s l ow process . The sel f gover n­
ment committee, composed of three native chi ef a and three Naval Offi cers eonti­
nues to work toward a program whereby t he peop l e s of Y~p will gove rn t hecaslv6s,
subject only t o gener a l polic ies U .1d down by Mil i tary Govei'rnent . irAs T!(ls"tep
tovara .indoetrinat ton i nt o democratic court methode a l l of the chiefs were in­
vited t.o hear a case befor-e a Mil i tary COmr.l:i8eion involving murder . Ai'te r
hearing t he prosecution and defense and af' t er the cour t had announced its de­
cisi on they were questioned as t o t hei r understanding of the procedure . By
means of an interpreter i t was explained t o them why there should be someone to
pr osecute , some one to defend and sever al pereone to det ermine guilt and sentence.
They agreed that the whole process was quite fai r and that the sentence ar rived
at wa s just ( although they f elt it a li t t l e lenient) . The ee lf gover nment
committee now take s part in hearings on such case~ as assault and have a s light
tendency to "t hr ow the book' at any miscreant.
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