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Gutierrezt 
By Eric F. Say 
Variety News Staff 

HAGATNA- Gov. Carl T.C. 
Gutierrez and Lt. Gov. Madeleine 
Z. Bordallo took their oaths of 
office yesterday despite the pend
ing legal questions surrounding 
their election victory. 

Gutierrez and Bordallo were 
sworn in by Superior Court Judge 
Frances Tydingco-Gatewood af
ter members of the 25th Guam 
Legislature were inducted into 
office earlier yesterday. 

Gutierrez and Bordallo were 
facing lawsuit before a Guam lo
cal court in connection with al
leged election fraud, and another 
election protest at the US District 
Court. 

Carl T.C. Gutierrez 

Ginger Cruz, Gutierrez's 
spokesperson, explained that the 
oath-taking was conducted upon 
advice of the governor's legal 
counsel, to avoid any legal chal-

--------------------------~ 

Speaker: 'We'll prove 
O!Xs Staynian wrong' 

Diego T. Benavente 

By Zaldy Dandan 
Variety News Staff 

HOUSE Speaker Diego T. 
Benavente (R-Prec. 2, Saipan) 
yesterday described as "noth
ing new" the Clinton 

administration's highly critical 
report on the CNMI's immigra
tion, labor, and trade problems. 

Benavente said the US Inte
rior Department has been "say
ing the same things" over the 
past years. 

He said the commitment of 
Gov. Pedro P. Tenorio and the 
Legislature to address labor and 
immigration concerns while 
maintaining local control will 
prove Interior wrong. 

"(Interior) doesn 'twant to see 
new alien workers coming in, 
and that's their main concern, 
which we continue to disagree 
with," the speaker said. 

"That's why I'm glad the gov
ernorcameoutpublicly to clarify 
reports that he has agreed to ( end-

Continued on page 23 

AGO lawyer: Senate seems 
to pref er 'weak, passive' AG 

By Haidee V. Eugenio 
Variety News Staff 

AN ASSISTANT attorney general who has just resigned from 
office said the Senate's "highly damaging and personal attacks" on 
Acting Atty. Gen. Maya B. Kara boils down to the issue of 
"control." 

Diane McDevitt, who resigned effective Jan. 2, 1999 and who 
has served the CNMI government fortwo and a half years, said that 
until now, the Senate has failed miserably in justifying its actions 
involving Kara. 

"The only possible reason is the issue of control ... For motives 
that defy logic, the Senate seems intent in ensuring a weak, passive 
AGO, and what better way to achieve this than to remove a strong, 
proven leader from the helm of the AGO," McDevitt said in a 
statement. 

She stressed that the only reason offered thus far is the Senate's 
view that Kara acted improperly in the I&S settlement issue. 

McDevitt said that shortly after assuming office, Kara delefated 
Continued on pag.a 2-3 
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lenge to the authority of the Of
fice of Governor in the future. 

The governor's office said last 
week that the gubernatorial inau
guration has been put on hold 
"out of respect to the ongoing 
federal court process relating to 
the November 1998 election." 

Cruz said legal counsel Mary 

Louise Wheeleradvised Gutierrez 
to take the oath prior to resolution 
of any of the three lawsuits con
cerning the Nov. 3 general elec
tion. 

The suits are the two poll fraud 
complaints filed by former gov
ernor Joseph Ada and his running 
mate Felix Camacho, and the 

Gutierrez-Bordallo team's peti
tion to overturn the ruling of Dis
trict Judge John Unpingco's to 
have a runoff election last Dec. 
19. 

Wheeler said should the courts 
decide that the results of the elec
tion were not val id, then Gu tieITez 

Continued on page 23 

Members of the 25th Guam Legislature pose for an official photo shortly after being sworn into office by Judge 
Frances Tydingco-(Jatewood. Front (from left): John Salas, Tony Lamorena, Mark Forbes, Carlotta Leon 
Guerrero, Speaker Tony Unpingco, Joanne Salas Brown, Lawrence Kasperbauer and Frank Aguon Jr. Back 
(from left): Simon Sanchez, Marcel Camacho, Eloy Bermudes, Eddie Calvo and Kaleo Moylan. Not present 
for the photo is Sen. Ben Pangelinan. Photo by Eduardo c. Siguenza 

·~l'akeover'tied 
with. Guam's 
status ques~? 
By Aldwin A. Fajardo 
Variety News Staff 

THE CLINTON administration 
is more likely to strongly pursue a 
takeover of the Commonweal th' s 
immigration and minimum wage 
control unless Guam backs out 
from its status quest, a ranking 
government official said. 

The Capitol Hill official insists 
that the federal government's per
sistence to take overCNMI's con
trol of minimum wage and immi
gration is intertwined with 
Guam's crusade fora redefinition 
of its status. 

"The US government does not 
want to give Guam the control 
over its own minimum wage and 
immigration and they [federal 
officials] can justify this refusal 
by taking over the CNMI's," the 
source explained. 

The source added that there are 
no other apparent reasons behind 

Continued on page ~r3 

Tenorio's special finance advi
sor has expressed optimism that 
the implementation of the Fi
nancial Management Improve
ment Plan (FMIP), will enhance 
the cash-strapped government's 
financial resources, without im
posing higher taxes or license 
fees. 

Mike Sablan said given the 
current economic condition, the 
government cannot solely rely 
on finding new revenues to re
fill its emptied coffers, as well 
as to improve the management 
of its resources. 

He stressed that it is equally 
important to improve existing 
financial systems. 

"The FMIP is a pro-active ap
proach to financial manage;nent. 
It ensures that the benefits from 
current financial and human re
sources are maximized," Sablan 

Mike Sablan 

said. 
The plan, which was imple

mented towards the end of 1998 
and will take effect until Year 
2000, targets six priority areas 
that need immediate financial 
management improvement. 

These areas are information 
technology, hospital informa
tion system, human resource 

Contmuecf on page 23 
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Macau casino partner 
shot dead over profits 
MACAU (AP)-A casino execu
tive - and reputed gang boss -
went shopping for tropical fish but 
ended up shot to death in the latest 
assassination apparently linked to 
gambling profits in the Ponugucsc 
enclave. police said Monday. 

Lee Bing-shing, a p,u'tl1er who 
ran a high-stakes VIP gamblinn 
room in the Hotel Lisbo;, the big~ 
gest casino operator in Macau, was 
dead on arrival at a hospital after 
being shot in the head late Sunday 
night in an aquarium shop. authori
ties said. 

Lee, 42. also was believed to be 
a Icade,· of the so-called 14K triad 
gang that has been caught up in a 
deadly lu1f war as Macau casino 
profits dwindle amid Asia's eco
nomic c1isis. 

Anotherman, whom police iden
tified only by the surname Hui, was 
shot in the hand and hospitalized in 
stable condition. 

It was not immediately clear 
whether Hui, 38, had any ties to 
Lee or whether he was just a by
stander who got shot, police said. 

Continued on page 23 

Train p~oblem strands travelers 
TOKYO (AP) - A mechanical 

. malfunction forced over I ,doo pas
. sengers to,spend the last night of 
. their N~w)~ear's v_acaticin: aboard. 
, stalled.trains, an official said-Mori-· aa/ ; . · : · .·. , · · . ·. 

About I ,500 people were stuck 
beginning Sunday night for nearly 
six hours on 3 trains when one of 
them traveling the 212 kilometers 
(131 miles) fr~m Minami-Otari in 
Nagano prefecture. or state, to To
kyo, developed brake trouble, said 

"No.1 tire store presents 
No.1 sportscar driving tire." 

l,,Utd/Z#!t,ij 
'The best choice for sport.scar driving!" 

,· . ' Mi%u'W-

WE SERVICE ALL MAJOR BRANDS!!! 

oil'&' ALTER CHANGE 

• Plus S3 00 waste disposal fee. 
• Includes new 011 fitter. up to 

5 quarts I OW-40 011. Lubricate 
chassis when applicable. 

• Check fluid levels. 

FRONT-END ALIGNMENT 

Front-end adjuslment only 
NOTE: Rear adjus1ment 

with extra charge 

MAINTENANCE SERVICE 

•Oil&liller ~ 
change 

• Lubricate 
chassis 

• Top oH all fluids 
• Rotate & balance tires 
• Service battery terminals 
, Inspect brakes 
• Most cars & light trucks 

Shell Gas S\aLicn on Middle Rood, Guab Rai 
Hours Mon -Sal 7.30AJ,t.7 OOPM. 

Prices valid until January 
11, 1999, whife supplies 
lasr. Not with any other 
offer. Tread design varies 
by tire size and btand. 

Open Sun 8:00AM -5:00P.M 

RP senator on stay of execution: . 
'Lady justice took Echegaray's 
place in the death chamber' 

Ramon Revilla 

SAIPAN-Philippine Senator 
Ramon Revilla expressed dis
appointment yesterday over 
the Supreme Court's decision 
to delay the execution of 
death convict Leo Echegaray. 

The senator, one of the origi
nal proponents who restored 
capital punishment for heinous 
crimes in January 1994, is on
island as a guest of former 
Saipan congressman Benjamin 
A. Sablan. 

In an exclusive interview with 
the Variety, Revilla said the re
prieve granted Echegaray three 
hours before his scheduled date 
with death sends the wrong sig
nals to criminals. 

"Unless we execute him 
(Echegaray), we cannot truly de
ter heinous crimes," Revilla told 
the Variety. 

"Criminals may think that the 
law is slanted in their favor if 
they are poor, can effectiycly 
play on the emotions of even a 
minority and blur the beastial 

t 

nature of their crime," he 
added in a statement. 

Echegaray was to die via the 
lethal injection chamberofthe 
New Bilibid Prisons in 
Muntinlupa yesterday, the first 
since the reimposition of the 
capital punishment. 

But in an en bane decision, 
the Supreme Court granting 
the petition for a temporary 
restraining order filed by 
Echegaray's lawyer, stayed the 
execution for six months. 

Revilla who earlier an
nounced that he was more than 
willing to execute Echegaray 
himself, if the appointed ex
ecutioners will heed calls from 
various sectors to boycott the 
execution proceedings said, "it 

Continued on page 23 
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I to get Y2K funding 
By Haidee V. Eugenio 
Variety News Staff 

THE CNMI is set to get funding 
from the federal government to 
review the status of its computer 
systems, particular!y to address 
concerns associated with the so
called Year 2000 glitch (Y2K). 

Insular Affairs Director Allen 
P. Slayman said that his office 
received a special one-time grant 
from the U.S. Office of Manage
ment and Budget to help ish;nd 
governments, like the CNMI, re
view their Y2K systems status. 

The financial assistance, how
ever, will only be limited to cer
tain areas of the computer sys
tems overhaul. 

"Because of limited funds and 
the fact that we are operating on a 
compressed time schedule, our 

focus will be on reviewing only 
the status of your mission critical 
systems," Stay man said in a lcttei 
to Gov. Pedro P. Tenorio. 

Stayman said that the Office of 
Insular affairs will work jointly 
with the USDA Graduate School 
to have a group of systems spe
cialists work with CNMI Y2K 
officials regarding the issue. 

The group will provide assis
tance to help the Commonwealth 
government identify potential 
problems in mission critical areas 
such as public health and safety. 
and financial management. 

"I believe that a professional 
assessment of the problems you 
may face will help your govern
ment identify and address those 
systems that are most likely to 
pose a danger to public safety or 

Pedro P. Tenorio 

major government functions be
cause of the Year2000problems." 
said the OIA chief. 

Meanwhile, Bob Webb, the 
governor's special assistant for 
telecommunications, yesterday 
lauded the federal government's 
move to assist the CNMI regard-

Judge Frances Tydingco-Gatewood of the Superior Court of Guam administers the oath of office to Gov. Carl 
T.C. Gutierrez as First Lady Geri, daughters Hannah and Carla and son Tommy look on. 

Pholo by Eduardo C. Siguenza 

Guam senators sworn in 
By Jojo Santo Tomas 
Variety News Staff 

HAGATNA -Guam's newest 
lawmakers took their oath of 
office yesterday, becoming the 
first I 5-member legislature in 
Guam's 50 years of self-gov
ernment. 

The ceremony, attended by 
more that 200 people who sat in 
the Session Hall, the Legisla
tive Public Hearing Room and 
on chairs set up in the parking 
lot, started some 40 minutes late, 
but took less than two hours to 
complete. 

After being sworn in, the leg
islators, not surprisingly, elected 
Antonio R. Unpingcoas Speaker 

by a unanimous vote. However, 
when it came to the Vice
Speaker nomination, the body 
voted for Sen. Lawrence F. 
Kasperbauer, with Sens. Ben 
Pangelinan and Eddie Calvo 
abstaining. 

Republicans had earlier an
nounced that former Vice
Speaker Tony Blaz would re
tain his post, in addition to his 
Committee on Finance and 
Taxation. Blaz was visibly 
shocked at the new develop
ment. 

No Republican would com
ment on the specifics behind 
the surprise move. Sen. John 
Salas, who nominated 

Kasperbauer. said, "We changed 
our minds ... 

When asked, Kaspcrbaucr 
would not comment, but said 
instead, "All I know is that I am 
extremely honored by the trust 
placed in me by my colleagues. 
If the Speaker wants to go off
island, it's all right." 

Sen. Joanne Brown, who re
tained her seat as Legislative 
Secretary, would not comment 
on the Republican caucus ei
ther. 

"I will say this. It's important 
to have leadership we can de
pend on for the 25th Legisla
ture," she said. 

Continued on page 22 

Allen P. Stayman 

ing the Y2K problems. 
He, however. stressed that the 

computer systems of critical 
CNMI government offices have 
already been overhauled to make 
them Millenium Bug-proof . 

"We've already upgraded most 

of the critical systems, but if we 
need to have systems specialists 
to assess what we have done here, 
we really need lo have funding for 
that, .. he said. 

Among these Y2K compliant 
agencies arc the Department of 
Finance. the Department of Puh
Jic Health. the Emergency Man
agement Office. the Office of 
Personnel Mana~cment and the 
Commonwealth, Development 
Authority, according to Webb 
who was appointed by the gover
nor a, his rqircsent,1tive to the 
Y2K committee. 

"We see improvements in this 
area and some government agen
cies arc also in the process of 
upgrading their systems to make 

Continued on page 22 

Rota Health Center gets 
ready for more patients 

By Haidee V. Eugenio 
Variety News Staff 

THE ONGOING expansion of 
the two-decade old Rota Health 
Center is smoothly rolling down 
as planned to address the in
creasing number of patients 
coming in daily. 

Terry Santos. RHC resident 
director, yesterday said that the 
hospital's average daily patient 
volume these days ranges from 
60 to 70. which is far greater 
than the 15 to 20 patients it used 
to attend a few years back. 

Santos said the skeletal struc
ture is almost complete, from 
the foundation to the walls and 
floorings. The project is ex
pected to be completed by De
cember this year. 

"We're moving on as planned. 
The new construction company 

(Sablan Construction) is con
tinuing on from where the 
former company ldt. We're 
sure this will be completed this 
year." she said. 

The expansion project will 
house 13 patients· bedrooms. 
each having two beds. The 
ground floor will hav1: 21 pa
tients' rooms. one doctors' 
room. one nurses station and 
one nurse supervisor office. 

Occupying the basement pan 
will be the five patients' beds. 
th<: physical therapy room. th~ 
hearing diagnostic rollrn. t\1c 
housekeeping room. the sanita
tion office and the central sup
ply room. 

The lower basement will have 
the morgue with four freezers. a 
small chapel, a viewing room 

Ccintiriued on page 22 

AG: US citizen kids can't be 
used as deportation shields 

By Rene P. Acosta 
Variety News Staff 

OVERSTA YERS can not use 
their US citizen children as a 
shield against deportation, ac
cording. to the Attorney 
General's. Office (AGO). 

''Like the child who kills his 
parents and then pleads for 
mercy as an orphan, .respon
dents are in no position to com
plain about··their .. self,created 
plight;The·children area pivei:
s.ionary .tacric:\.Asst. Attom~yi·· 
GeneraLRobertpoldberg sai4 · 
. ·. G61dbergsai?Shildrenoffor. · 
eigners who have become auto-. 
matic us citizens because they 

CNMI tourism expected to start picking up by late 19_99 
By Aldwin R. Fajardo 
Variety News Staff 

TIIE NORTHERN Mariana ls
lands braces for another dusky 
year with all indications pointing 
to the slow rally of the 
Commonwealth's largest rev
enue-generating tourism industry, 
business leaders said. 

This, as the Japan economy 

manifests turtle-paced growth 
which may mean fewer J apancse 
visitors to the CNMI and lower 
revenues for tourism-related busi
nesses and the government. 

But Ron Sablan, president of 
the Hotel Association of the NMI, 
is optimistic that tourist arrivals 
to the Northern Mariana Islands 
will pick up by the end of the year, 

citing intensified promotional ef
forts. 

Sablan said industry people arc 
hoping that dcplanement figures 
will remain steadfast as a result of 
the various promotional programs 
carried out by the Marianas Visi
tors Authority (MVA]. 

He added that the growth of the 
local tourism industry clings on 

how well major economies in the 
Asian Region, where the Com
monwealth is largely dependent, 
will perform this year. 

"It's going to take long for the 
tourism industry to stabilize. We 
foresee our industry to start pick
ing up toward the endofthe year," 
Sablan said. 

But he promptly added that 

MVA and the business commu
nity in the islands arc working 
closely together to come up with 
programs that would encourage 
increased inbound movement to 
tlm CNMI. 

"What we are trying to i.lo here 
is improve the arrivals so that we 
can at least shorten the economic 

Continued on page22 



Back to Normal 
HA VE you ever had that strange feeling hanging around 

whenever it seems there was something you wanted but did not 
have or did not get enough ? 

I got up from bed early yesterday morning and it was with me. 
Just a few nights back, I was with Gemma Casas, a colleague, 

joining the rush for new year's eve. We went to a supermarket 
where we found people busy buying things - fruits and some
thing else for the table, among others. 

Driving to a Finasisu party organized by another colleague, 
we noticed how thick the air was with excitement as the people 
readied themselves for the celebrations. 

But it was over after a few boring firecrackers blown here and 
there when the clock struck midnight. · 

And that was it. 
It's kind of depressing some times to know that the holidays 

are over and you will once again be grinding your nose for the 
next 12 months, making a living in a place where you need an 
Alien Registration Card to be employed. 

Driving home from work the other night, I noticed the Christ
mas lights are still all over the place, blinking. 

But they won· t be for long. 
People will soon be putting them off and rolling them back to 

their boxes as the new year gradually sinks in on them. 

*** 
At the office, I watched as Tere, our cleaner, started scrubbing 

down that white foamy thing you spray on glass doors to make 
it look like there is snow (I don't know why people in tropical 
places always try to make it appear like it is actually snowing in 
these parts of the world). · 

For Ten~. the worst of the holidays perhaps is when she has to 
report for work, bring down the office decorations and clean the 
place. It doubles her workload, 1 understand. 

We improvised a Christmas tree using pieces of the Variety's 
masthead at the Editorial room. We took some pride in our 
creativity - as we prefer to call it - having made something 
from old newspapers that was on display. 

Yesterday morning, 1 saw that Christmas tree in a plastic trash 
bag, ready to be hauled away. 

The guys next door at the Arts & Layout section made a Santa 
Claus and a snowman while those at the Accounting section 
improvised a diorama of the birth of Jesus Christ - what 
Philippines call "Belen." · 

Well, I could not find Santa Claus nor the snowman, and the 
diorama must have already been demolished. 

Looking back, 1 wonder if the holidays on Saipan - and 
almost anywhere else around the world - would have been the 
same if there had not been contests launched for the best lighted 
building or decorated room, for instance. 

In the Philippines, the whole strel,h of Ayala avenue in 
Makati transforms into a grand display of Christmas decora
tions hanging or sitting by tall buildings for the yearly contest. 

On Tinian, the community utilities agency spearheaded a 
contest for the best lighted house. 

The utilities agency would have held a similar contest on 
Saipan had it not been for the power supply problem. 

People just will not bother so much putting up decorations for 
nothing, 1 guess. 

*** 
There's a whole new year ahead and I will once again be 

putting down marks on my calendar at every day's end as the 
wait for the next holidays begin. 

Meantime, there 're lots of work remaining to be done. 
The economy is still as it was last year. 
Puerto Rico dump is still open and the Environmental Protec

tion Agency (EPA) may still be frowning on us for it. 
We may see a serious utilities problem - power and water 

supply - in the coming months. 
And there is still a host of other pressing federal and local 

concerns that need to be addressed. 
1 got up from bed feeling like I wanted to get back to the new 

year's eve - I missed something there, thus the strange feeling. 
But with CNMI's problems piled up like this, I wonder how 

the governor felt the morning he woke up duty-bound for work. 
Back to normal, governor? 

JACK ANDERSON and JAN MOLLER 

WASHINGTON MERRY-GO-ROUND 

McCain learned from S&L-scandal mistakes 
WASHINGTON - Anyone can make a mistake, 
especially a politician. Only an idiot fails to learn 
from it. 

John McCain is no idiot. 
It's hard to believe that the Republican senator 

from Arizona was practically finished as a politi
cian a mere six years ago. That's when the wreck
age ofhisrelationship with financier Charlie Keating 
ended in a rebuke by his fellow senators. It was a 
veritable slap on the wrist, but it could've been 
mortal. 

Last week, the same John McCain announced 
that he was forming an exploratory committee for a 
presidential run in 2000. It was hardly big news; 
political pundits have speculated for years that 
McCain would make an attractive candidate. 

At a time wh~n our current president is facing a 
Senate impeachment trial, it's worthwhile to look 
back on the Keating episode and the lessons it holds 
for politicians trying to put their pasts behind them. 

Keating met McCain before he had ever been 
elected to anything. It was at a 1981 Navy League 
dinner, and Keating took an instant liking to the 
Vietnam War hero who had spent five-and-a-half 
gr:ieling years in the Hanoi Hilton as a prisoner of 
war. In the years that followed, Keating would 
often recite McCain's wartime heroics as the young 
politidan looked on, embarrassed. 

They grew closer as the 80s dragged on. McCain 
and his wife would vacation with Keating at his 
beachfront estates. One of McCain's aides was 
fixed up with Keating 's daughter, and the two 
ended up marrying. 

In the meantime, Keating was becoming the 
prototype of the high-flying 80s financier. He was 
the owner of American Continental Corporation 
and Lincoln Savings & Loan, which was using 
federally insured deposits to make a complex series 
of risky loans and direct investments. Keating had 
seen the potential of a deregulated thrift industry 
and was pushing the new rules to the limit. 

It wasn't long before Washington banking regu
lators began taking a dim view of Kcating's risky 
schemes. Led by Ed Gray, the chairman of the 
Federal Horne Loan Bank Board, regulators began 
closing in. Rather than cooperate with Gray, Keating 
decided to launch a holy war against the meddle
some regulators and their rules. 

He fought back by doing what came naturally -
buying things, in this case politicians. He could buy 
anything else he wanted; why not a few senators? 
So he poured campaign contributions to a few 
select friends, among them McCain, who collected 
$ I I 0,000 from Keating. And like any businessman, 
Keating expected a return on his investmr,nt. 

The payoff came in April, 1987, when the Keating 
Five senators agreed to meet with regulators on 
Lincoln's behalf. 

At first, McCain was reluctant to interfere. He 
didn't want anyone given special favors. But 
Keating was a constituent, and part of a senator's 
job is to help his constituents. 

Sen. Dennis DeConcini, D-Ariz., met with 
Keating and said he sensed hesitation on McCain's 
part. "McCain's a wimp,"Keating told DeConcini. 
"We'll go talk to him." 

When the wimp comment got back to McCain, 
he held a private meeting with Keating and gave 
him a thorough dressing-down. "l didn't spend 
five years in Hanoi to have my courage questioned 
by you," said the senator who rarely brought up his 
war wounds. 

But despite his reservations about Keating, 
McCain soldiered on, joining the other four sena
tors in meeting with the regulators. And it all blew 
up in his face when the affair became a front-page 
scandal, a symbol of the S&L debacle and the 
financial hubris that resulted in a haif-trillion dol
lar government bailout. Once regarded as a rising 
star, McCain looked like he was finished. 

What's remarkable is what happened next. As 
soon as the news broke, McCain returned to Ari
zona and held a press conference. He told reporters 
everything he knew about the affair, and then 
some. He owned up to his error in judgment. He 
released every relevant document in his posses
sion, answered every question. He cooperated 
fully with the resulting ethics probe, despite being 
the least culpable of the five senators snared in the 
mess. 

Even more extraordinary is what happened next. 
McCain learned from his mistakes, and then some. 
He became a tireless crusader against the nefarious 
influence of big money on the political system. He 
violated Republican orthodoxy by fighting for 
campaign-finance n:form and taking on the to
bacco industry. He became a favorite of jaded 
journalists because he is one ofrhe few politicians 
who will say exactly what's on his mind, damned 
be the consequences. 

Compare that to the current White House. where 
revelations come in dribs and drabs; where long
lost billing records suddenly reappear and memo
ries arc jogged as new evidence emerges; where 
decisions arc made on the basis of overnight polls. 

Now McCain faces a giant hurdle. To mount a 
credible presidential run means raising about $20 
million. Much of that will have to come from men 
like Charlie Keating, men who expect a return on 
their investment. 

. ;. 
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Deloitte & Touche to audit CPA 
By Aldwin R. Fajardo 
Variety News Staff 

A PRIVATE accounting firm has 
been commissioned by the Com
monwealth Ports Authority to 
conduct a regular internal audit of 
the cash-strapped agency, in ap
parent move to save CPA from 
outright bankruptcy. 

Under its bond covenant, the 
Ports Authority is obligated to tap 
the services of an accounting com
pany which has the expertise and 
recognition that only six of the 
largest international accounting 
firms in the world can provide. 

CPA board chairman Roman S. · 
Palacios said one of the condi
tions stipulated in the bond agree
ment is that the agency would 
commission the services of a big 
and respectable accounting firm 

Roman S. Palacios 

to do the Ports Authority's inter
nal audit. 

Palacios said Deloitte & Touch, 
being nationally recognized, 
qualifies to be the official private 
auditing firm for CPA, adding 
that the Office of the Public Audi
tor [OPAJ has to consider the us-

ers of CPA 's financial statements 
when determining which auditor 
to select. 

Users of CPA 's financial state
ments include bond underwriters, 
Standard & Poors, bond trustees, 
the Federal Aviation Administra
tion [FAA], and the Department 
oflnterior's Office of the Inspec
tor General. 

The Ports Authority coughed 
out $30,000 for the auditing con
tract which requires Deloitte & 
Touche to perform desk reviews 
for years ending September 30, 
1998, 1999 and 2000. 

Deloitte & Touche, during the 
course of previous audits, ob
tained for CPA representation 
from the Army Corps of Engi
neers related to the value of exist
ing port facilities. The auditing 

Regents OK new NMC policies 
By Louie C. Alonso 
Variety News Staff 

THE Northern Marianas 
College's Board of Regents will 
start imposing restriction on off
island travels by college employ
ees, according to NMC President 
Agnest McPhetres. 

McPhetres said the travel re
striction is part of NMC's newly 
approved austerity measures. 

McPhetres said that instead of 
receiving per diem, a traveling 
employee would receive only the 
exact amount equivalent the travel 
expenditures. 

NMC will be providing the trav-

eler a maximum of $40 a day for 
meal and $125 a day for lodging. 

The board also approved a self
evaluation policy through which 
employees would assess their 
work performance. 

The board has created a person
nel committee which would be 
tasked to review all plans, n10ni
tor the implementation of equal 
employment opportunity and to 
ensure that personnel policies are 
updated. 

According to McPhetres the 
commitee would also tasked to 
hear employees grievance, and 
to review employment contracts. 

Agnes· McPhetres 

The board amended the role of 
the fiscal committee and gave it 
legislative responsibility. 

firm had also assisted the Ports 
Authority in the preparation of a 
cash flow statement 

The accounting company per
formed financial audits of CPA 
from 1977 through I 985. It also 
conducted financial and compli
anceaudits of CPA for fiscal years 
1987 through 1989, and 1991 
through 1997. 

Company officials said they are 
aware of the Po11S Authority's 
commitment to have the fiscal 

year 1998 audit finalized by Feb
ruary 15 and "[we] will commit a 
significant amount of time and 
resources to help CPA achieve 
this goal." 

"We believe that we have 
demonstrated a high level of 
commitment to CPA in the past 
and will continue this commit
ment for fiscal year 1998 by 
issuing our final reports on or 
before February 15, 1999," the 
officials said. 

Marpi site to be used yvhile 
·Puerto Ricpisbeing.readied 

E!y.Joj~oass····· 
YeirietYNA'l'.~Stair ... 

'J'!l.p.S()frTD•~~te1riaha£;(. 
··· ment iasKforce isJookinginto 

the)ppssibility(ofl~mppi-i)rily 
. ·t1~ipgf!Mo/J?i ~iteru.apumpsp 

tl111t. t?eg9 ~ifO can be Closed • 
~hiJe•de.sign of (he·••.lltl1dfill 
project i~ ~iBg dQne. . ... ···· ·. 
••·.fo· all interview, .. Tim.othy• 

ViJla.gomez(the task .. f<?r~e.·s 
deputy director; likewise re
vealed that the•special body's 
review teamhas narrowed down 
its selection of the 10 firms vy
ing to prepare {tdesign for the 
Marpi lanqfill t() one and is set 
tu star\ riegoti ations for the 
project.· · · · 

The moves apparently are 
being done in a bid to pre-empt 
an impending action from the 
Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) which has 
wamed it will issue a second 

administrative orderagainstthe 
00!11ITl(;TI..YClllth government •. if 

. thep~ertO~icodumpcontinues 
· to bein operation. · 

.· The.EPAhas been seeking for 
the dump 's closure, dtingenvi
rohmenfal hazards . it poses on 
S11ipan'slagoon ,md imwediate 
vicinity; 

''Th.eYaregoing tosee if they 
can expedite... see if there is 
somethingthatcan be don.cover 
at Marpi while the design is 

. being completed," said 
Villagomez. 

· Oncethedesignhasbeencom
pleted, a second request for pro
posal will be issued for the ac
tualcon.~truction of the landfill, 
which will be built with an in
cinerator. 

TI1ere have been concems the 
Pue110 Rico dump may have to be 
used for a 1ongcrpcriod of time as 

Continuea on page 22 

Tenorio hopes to open public market during his term at DLNR Marianas Variety is now online! 
Visit us at: 

www.marianasvaricty.com 
made possible by 

By Jojo Dass 
Variety News Staff 

DEPARTMENT of Lands and 
Natural Resources (DLNR) Sec
retary, Joaquin A. Tenorio yes
terday expressed hopes his project 
on a centralized Saipan public 
market can be completed before 
his term ends, conceding that it 
can not be done overnight. 

"I hope I can accomplish this 
within my four year term. I hope 
that something will develop be
fore my tennis over," said Tenorio 
in an interview. 

"This thing is going to take a 
long time to develop. It is not 
going to take just overnight or 
even a year." Tenorio added. 

Tenorio cxplainL~d he sri 11 needs 

Senator wants CUC power 
plant project to proceed 

Thomas P. Villagomez 

By Zaldy Dandan 
Variety News Stall 

SA YING that the CNMl's need 
for a new p_ower plant is pressing, a 
ranking senator yesterday ex
pressed willingness to introduce 
legislation allowing the Common
wealth Utilities Corp. to award the 
contract to Marnbeni-Sithe despite 
the protests filed by the 12 other 
companies that offered bids for the 
$120 million project. 

"'We need the power plant, and 
we have to act now," said the chair 
of the Senate Committee on Public 
Utilities. Transportation and Com
munications (PUTC), Senate Vice 
l'rcsidcnl Thomas P. Villagomez 
(R-Saipan). 

He said he will either introduce 
the legislation giving CUC the "go
ahead," or ask his counteqn1rt in 
the House of Representatives, 
PlJTC Chair David M. Aparang 
(R-Prcc. I, Saipan), to sponsor the 
bill. 

"'We should address this issue," 
Villago,m:zsaid. "'We need to sup
port the CUC board. and I think it's 
very insulting that their decision lo 
award the project (to Marnbeni
Sithe) is being unfairly questioned." 

He described the CUC board 
members as "'experienced and com
petent" public servants who arc 
aware of their fiducimy duty, and 
who went through the review pro
cess before deciding wh;it bid to 

Continued-on pc.ge 21 

4 

to iron out the flagship project's 
funding and specifications. 

For one, he said the project was 
not included in the government's 
list of capital improvement 
projects. 

He explained it was already too 
late for him 10 submit ir before the 
special body reviewing CIP pro
posals. 

lJS Qth Cit~hlt. 
affirms· Munson 
ruling on An$'ello 

By Rene P. Acosta 
Variety News Staff 

Tl IE appellate court of the United 
States has affirmed the dismissal of 
a lawsuit filed by a school principal 
from Tinian against the Public 
School System (PSS). 

The US Ninth Circuit court has 
dismissed in full the appeal of 
former school principal John A. 
Angello against the PSS and its 
officials. 

The ruling on the case. the third 
lawsuit by Angelo against the 
appellees. was issued last D,xcm
bcr 10, but was only made public 
yesterday by the Office of the (,ov
emor through its information and 
protocol office. 

A media release from the 
governor's office said the US ap
pellate court has found US District 
CoUJ1 Judge Alex Munson correct 
when he granted the PSS motion 
for summary judgement on 

Continued on page 21 

'"Il was too late to include it in 
the CIP. I did not get the chance to 
include it there. The idea devel
oped after (the CIP deadline). Of 
course, it was developing before. 
but there was not enough infor
mation to get it done," Tenorio 
said. 

Also. he :1ddcd that ;i ·tairly 
Continued on page 22 

KUENTOS COMMUNICATJONS, INC 
"The ONI.Y choice for I111emet Sl:RN<,'£" 

www.g11a111.net 

, 
~ 

WE'RE MORE THAN JUST P1iiA! 
WE'ItE MEXICAN FOOD, TOO! 

Tacos 

Burritos 
Enchiladas 
Fajitas 
Chimichangas 
Quesadillas 
Nachos 

THURSDAY NIGHT IS TACO NIGHT! 

TACO - ONLY sl.00 
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Cot1rt rules against recusal 
By Eric F. Say 
Variety News Staff 

HAGATNA - Superior Court 
Judge Steven S. Unpingco last 
night denied a motion filed by the 
counsel of former governor Jo
seph Ada to recuse J~dge Joaquin 
Manibusan from the ongoing elec
toral fraud lawsuit ag;inst Gov. 
Carl Gutie1Tez and his nmning 
mate Lt. Gov. Madeleine 
I3ordallo. 

Citing what he called well
settled principles in common law, 
Unpingco said. ··this Court ex
presses no reservations that, based 

on Judge Manibusan's track 
records. he too can fairly and im
partially decide this case and de
spite the fact that the plaintiffs 
have alleged numerous grounds 
for disqu;lification, each-ground 
is individually. and in their total
ity, insufficient to support a find
ing of an appearance of bias." 

Unpingco said he found it 
··compelling that while plain
tiffs make arguments that are not 
entirely impl;usible regarding the 
appearance of bias, their posi
tion is not supported by case 
law.'" He added, 

··Plaintiffs point to no cases 
based on similar facts regarding 
a court's indirect or distant fa-. 
milial relations to parties, result
ing in a judge's disqualifications ... 

Unpingco heard arguments 
from opposing parties earlier 
yesterday. 

During the hearing, Curtis 
Van de veld, attorney for plain
tiff Ada, argued that although a 
third degree affinity (relation
ship) does not technically exist 
between Manibusan and defen
dant Gutierrez, it is an overall 
issue that familial contacts ex-

ists. 
In his initial complaint Van 

de veld stated that Manibusan 's 
sister, Marilyn, held close ties 
to the incumbent governor and 
that she served as the Assistant 
Director for Public Health and 
Social Services in the Gutierrez 
administration. 

He also argued that the issue 
of impartiality was raised with 
regard to some members of the 
Bordallo clan. 

Philip Carbullido and Randy 
Cun\ iffe, who represent the 
Gutierrez-Bordallo team, ar-

gued that if Yan de veld's argu
ment were to be taken literally 
regarding family relationships, 
··we might not find a judge, and 
this matter needs to move for
ward quickly."' 

Cunliffe told Variety that they 
are prepared for an immediate 
trial of the election fraud law
suit. 

"We have done our homework 
and have combed through the 
list of alleged non-citizen, un
derage and deceased voters sup
plied by the Ada/Camacho 
camp," he added. 

No special treijtm~p.t 
for MCV: MTG-- CUC 

GEPA to permit incinerator 
' . . . . . 

Sy Zaldy Danclan Guerrero said. 
Van·ety News Staff He noted that MCV is already 

COMMONWEALTH Utilities a V.irtual monopoly and has 
Corp. 's chair for telccomrnuni- raised rat.es twi.ce last year and 
cations has advised the House may raise itagain. 
Committee 011 Public Utilities, At the same time Guerrero 
Transportation and Communi- said MTC's request that''(loca-
cations not to grant special con- tion) be excluded as the basis 
sidcration to Micronesian Tele- forrefusingservice should(also) 
communications Corp. and be denied." · 
Marianas Cable Vision when it He added. "Thiswasthebasis 

By Tanya M.C. Mendiola 
Variety News Staff 

HAGATNA - A local environ
mental company will be issued a 
permit from the Guam Environ
mental Protection Agency 
(GEPA) for a solid waste incin
erator to dispose of MARPOL 
waste for the Port Authority of 
Guam. 

The solid waste incinerator fa
cility will be used specifically for 
the disposal of MARPOL waste 

which consist of discarded food 
material and food packaging from 
foreign vessels. Incineration will 
ensure the proper disposal of the 
waste. 

MARPOL waste poses a threat 
to the ecology because it carries 
exotic plant and animal diseases. 
Pacific Environmental Resources, 
Inc. (PERI) is set to start opera
tions of an incinerator facility in 
Piti by mid-Febrnary. said PERI 
General Manager David Taitano. 

Commercial Sanitation, a pri
vate business, provided solid 
waste incineration services for the 
port service until two years ago 
when they decided not to renew 
their permit, said GEPA spokes
person Grace Garces. 

After Commercial Sanitation 
discontinued the incineration ser
vice, Taitano said, Port Authority 
officials approached PERI inquir
ing about solutions for the 

Continued on page 22 
al'ts on the telecommunications for rate integration and federal 
regulatory bill. subsidies. How can you fully 

Jesu~ T. Guerrero, in a letter implementtheFcdcra!Commu- ABC 14 set to air weather forecasts 
to Committee Chair David M. nications Commission (FCC) 
Apa tang ( R-Prec. l. Saipan), rules regarding the handicap and 
s:iid the changes proposed by emergencies?" 
House Bill 11-22 are accept- Guerrero's Jetter also con-
able, ··except for the proposed tainell his comments on some of 
exclusion of MCV from regula- the bill's provisions. 
tory oversight...and the geo- Meanwhile, the chair of the 
graphical service exclusion for Senate Committee on Public 
MTC.'" Utilities. Transportation and 

Special consideration for the Communications said he will 
two companies should be de- push for the passage ofl-1.B. 11-
clined in the public interest, Continued on page 22 

By Jacob Leon Guerrero 
Variety News Staff 

HAGATNA-ABC 14(KTGM) 
announced yesterday that it will 
start to air weather forecasts from 
its facilities starting today. 

ABC 14willdoadailyweather 
forecast for Guam on ABC's 
"Good Morning America.'" 

··Good Morning America·· airs 
satellite tape delayed, Tuesdays 

CAVITE ASSOCIATION OF SAIPAN 
CHRISTMAS RAFFLE BONANZA 

DECEMBER 27, 1998 
Ot'l<'ICIAL LIST Ot' PUIZE WINNEH.S 

Grand Prize $3000.00 Gilda Andrada 06912 
1st Prize $1500.00 Pauline Salazar 08602 
2nd Prize $1000.00 Rommel Mostales 20244 

3rd Prize 21" Color TV Alyssa Danelle Abadam 13485 
4th Prize VCR 4-Head Solly Santos 12517 

Consolation 
$25.00 Mel Natalio 11116 
2 Cases Soda Ernie B. Urcia 16438 
Ovenware Moises Flores 07117 

Hedge Trimmer Bonifacio Tuazon 07934 
Brunch For 2 SDH Rey Pacano 15011 

Gift Gregorio Arellano 04393 

Gift Arthur Abadines 07495 
Flat Iron Kristian Rafael C. Alarcon 15518 
1 Sack Rice Solly Santos 12514 
1 Sack Rice lowie Teves 07076 

n-1E CAViTE AssociATiON of SAipAN, INC., 
would likE TO THANk TowN HousE INc., ANd THE spoNSORs, 

MEMbERs, fRiENds & All iNdividuAls WHO HAVE coNTRibuTEd foR THE 
succEss of THE 1998 C~misTMAS RAfflE BONANZA. 

through Saturdays and was previ
ously on Guam Cable TY. 

··we will soon be airing the 
most sophisticated, topofth;line, 
high resolution satellite imagery, 
as well as local weather radar 
images," said weather reporter 
Barbara White. 

In addition, under White's su
pervision "'ABC I 4 's Weather 
Center·· will provide up-to-date 
weather information called 
"Weather Watch" on the hour 
every hour during ABC I 4's 
broadcast day. 

CuITently ABC I 4's broadcast 
day is from 7 a.m. to I 2 midnight 
seven days a week. -

The station is scheduled to rol I 
out therestof'"ABC 14's Weather 
Center" throughout the month. 

According to Phala Murray, 
sales/marketing manager, weather 
information will soon be avail
able via the Internet, telephone, 
and on Secondary Audio Program 
(SAP). 

ABC 14 broadcasts over-the-ai1· 
on Channel 14 and is on Marianas 
Cable Vision Chanm:I 14. 

Hotel faces ADA suit 
By Rene P. Acosta 

Variety News Stall 
THE PACIFIC Islands Club (PIC) 
was yesterday sued for allegedly 
failing to proviue support struc
tures for persons with disabilities. 

Bill '"Nick'" Nicholson, filed the 
complaint against the Interpacific 
Resorts (Saipan) Corp. Inc. which 
owns PIC hotel in San Antonio. 

Nicholson, who filed the com
plaint before the clerk's office of 
the US District Court, asked that 
an injunctive relief and a declara
tory judgment be issued against 

the hotel. 
Nicholson also asked the court 

to awa1·d him damages, including 
a sum to cover the attorney's fee 
and the overall cost of the litiga
tion. 

The Variety called up the hotel 
but was told that its public rela
tions officer. Kanai Quinn, is the 
only one allowi.:d to issue state
ments. 

I lowever, when the office of 
Quin was reached, only an an
s1wri11g machine responded indi

Continued on page 22 

2 caught with 'ecstasy' 
By Jacob Leon Guerrero 
Variety News Staff 

I-IAGATNA - Two people 
face possible drug charges after 
Customs and Quarantine offic
ers found them in possession of 
the drug ··ecstasy.'' 

Customs spokeswoman Ali
cia C. Perez said Maria Leon 
Guerrero, 18, was in Seattle, 
Washington several weeks ago. 
Prior to boarding a plane bound 
for Guain, she mailed a tooth
paste t:.ibe containing the drug 
to an ither person on Guam. 

namely 18-ycar-old Min lie 
Son. 

Aware of the contents, offic
ers monitored the delivery of 
the shipment, and later appre
hended Leon Guerrero, along 
with three other people, one 01· 
whom is a minor. 

As officers searched the sus
pects they also found less than 
an ounce of marijuana contained 
in the purse of the female mi
nor. 

Leon (iucrn:ro was charged 
Continued on page-22 
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Free trade zone top 
priority for House 

By Zaldy Dandan 

Variety News Staff 
HOUSE Speaker Diego T. 
Benavente (R-Prec. 2, Saipan) 
yesterday said the passage ofleg
islation creating free trade zones 
in the CNMI will be a top priority 
for the Legislature this year. 

A member of Gov. Pedro P. 
Tenorio' s task force on economic 
recovery and revitalization, the 
speaker said he will either intro
duce or co-sponsor a free trade 
zone bill, preferably one that aims 
to attract non~labor intensive in
dustries that pose no major envi
ronmental impact. 

He said the bill is currently 
being d~afted by the task force's 
subcommittee on free trade zone, 
and will likely be introduced be
fore the end of the month. 

To ensure the bill's quick pas
sage, Benavente said he will ask 
the chair of the House Commit-

Diego T. Benavente 

tees on Commerce and Tourism, 
Natural Resources and Ways and 
Means to co-sponsor it. 

"Enacting this bill into law could 
help the government improve the 
economy, and that is why we con
sider its passage a top priority," 
Benavente said. 

In a free trade zone, industries 

will be allowed to pay a lesser 
amount of tax--0r even no tax at 
all. 

Businessman Bob Jones, who 
is also a member of the task force. 
has said that a free trade zone 
would attract firms aware of the 
advantages of doing business un
der the stability provided by the 
US flag, and by the US judicial 
and banking systems. 

The CNMI, moreover, has a 
low income tax rate, a low crime 
rate, modem medical facilities, 
US mail services at US rates, and 
public lands available for new 
development projects. 

Jones said a CNMI free trade 
zone could also benefit American 
and Asian firms with trading ties 
in both continents. 

The No11hem Marianas could 
be the commercial t1-ai1sshipment 
crossroads of the Pacific, Jones 
said. 

Bangladeshis attacked in CK 
By Rene P. Acosta 
Variety News Staff 

A GROUP of Bangladeshi na
tionals were attacked with 
stones and cans of beer by five 
suspects said to be locals in 
Chalan Kanoa, injuring four 
of the foreigners. 

The incident occured on 
New Year's Day while the 
Bangladeshis were ce\ebrat
in g their holy month of 
Ramadan. 

Those injured during the at
tack were identified as 
Mohemmed Abdul Wahab, 32; 
Asharf Ali; Nur Mohammad; 
and Enemul Haque. They sus
tained injuries in the different 
parts of their bodies. 

Ali and Muhammad were 
taken to the hospital by a po
lice ambulance. His nose was 
broken after he was al lcgedly 
punched by one of the sus
pects. 

Three of the suspects were 

arrested by responding police
men. 

The victims and their fellow 
nationals said they are filing 
charges against the suspects. 

They however expressed 
fear for their lives after the 
suspects' group allegedly 
threatened to kill them and 
other Bangladeshi nationals in 
retaliation for the arrests. 

"We now fear for our lives 
and safety since the compan
ions of the suspects in their 
group have threatened to kill 
us and our brothers," said 
Sumon, a Bangladeshi na
tional, when interviewed by 
Variety. 

"This is not our land. We 
don't stay here for long. We 
just came here to earn money 
and when we have a little we 
will just go home," said 
Sumon, who speaking for the 
victims. 

Sumon is hiding Wahab in 

his house, while the other three 
victims have already sought 
refuge at the houses of their 
other compatriots. 

The four victims were with 
26 other Bangladeshis who 
got up at 4:00 am last Friday 
to prepare their food for the 
Ramadan when attacked. 

They were inside their liv
ing quarters when assaulted. 

According to Wahab, the 
five suspects who belonged to 
a group in the area entered the 
gate which was opened and, 
without any word, rained them 
with big stones and cans.· 

They caught one of the sus
pects and turned it over to the 
responding policemen. The 
suspect later pointed to his 
companions who were also 
arrested. 

··we don't know why are 
they doing this thing to us. We 
came hear to wo-rk. We want 
peace," sa.id Sumon. 

.t .. ·• ·· .. :·,.,.~ ___ .,_ 
·······•:,~ 

S!)PE;rior Court Associate Judge John Manglona performs civil wedding rites for Anthony Bottone and his 
glflfrtend Loan Hong. The two opted for a yearend marriage on Dec. 31. Bottone is a psychiatrist at the 
Division of Mental Health and Social Services. Pharo by Rene P. Acosta 
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CDA borrowers yet 
to close $2.5M loans 

By Aldwin R. Fajardo 
Variety News Staff 

THE COMMONWEALTH De
velopmentAuthority [ CDA J is now 
inquiring about the status of some 
$2.5 million worth of loans ap
proved in November and are still 
not closed, it was learned. 

Joaquin Q. Dela Cruz, CDA loan 
manager, said the Development 
Authority has approved loans 
amounting to $2.5 million two 
months ago but borrnwers are yet 
to close the transaction. 
. Under existing regulations, bor
rowers have to close a loan transac
tion at least 90 days following ap
proval. 

Dela Cruz said the $2.5 million -
approved in November aie just a 
portion of the $6.9 million loans 
okayed by the Development Author
ity lastycarwhich remained unclosed, 
despite the 90-day grace period. 

He said the Development Au
thority is now processing one di
rect loan amounting to $25,000, 
and an application for a 90-percent 
CDA guarantee. 

He explained that a loan guaran
tee involves another financial insti
tution, which is normally a bank, 
which releases the money on con
dition that CDA should come in as 
guai·antor. 

"The borrnwers are sti II yet to 
meet the terms and conditions of 
both the banks and the CDA. Un
less they do, the loan transaction 
will not be closed. They have to 
fulfill those things in order for the 
banks to execute the loan docu
ment and in order for us to execute 
the loan guarantee to the bank," 

Dela Cruz explained. 
Development Authority chair

manJuan Tenorio earlier called for 
an immediate review· of credits 
which remain unclosed despite 
approval. Tenorio was inquiring 
about reports that a number of bor
rowers have failed to close their 
loans within the 90-day grace pe
riod. 

He said he would want to know 
if there really are loans that have 
been approved and remain unclosed 
which exceeded the 90-day period. 
The CDA chief said he just wants 
to find out the reason behind the 
apparent delay in the closure of the 
credits. 

Del,i Cruz, at the same time, said 
that there is around $6.9 million in 
total CDA guarantee loans that are 
not executed yet. "We have more 
than $6 million in total loans that 
are still pending. We need to write 
to them to inquire about the status. 
If they fail to close the loans within 
the grace period, we may have to 
cancel," Dela Cruz said. 

He said that the total amount has 
already been approved by com
mercial banks which arc helping 
the Development Authority carry 
out its tasks in helping CNMI resi
dents acquire credits. 

He added that CDA has also 
approved the guarantee statement 

-requested by the commercial banks 
for the $6 million loan. 

But Dela Cruz explained that the 
Development Authority normally 
grant borrowers extra time to meet 
all the terms and conditions both by 
CDA and the banks before loans 
are executed. 

COMPUTER SERVICE AND SALES 

100% Pure Customer 
Satisfaction/ . 

"It Doesn't Get Any Beller Than This" 

BEACH ROAD CHALAN LAOLAO (Nexl to Triple J Motors and CNMI Travel) 
Phone 235-6111. Fax 235-67'4 

OLD ISLANDER HOTEL, 
GARAPAN 

CALL 233-7480 
FOR TO-GO ORDERS 

FREE DELIVERY OF 5 
LUNCHES WffiltN A 5 

MILE RADIUS 
11ill TO 1400 HOURS 

ffli JAN TO 18Tli JAN 19119 

RITZY'S CAFE 
TEX•MEX & ~T~AKS TOO!!! 

(LUNQt 11EHI!) 

SANDWICH OFTIIE WEEK; WIREN SANDWICH HQMEMAPf IRISH CQRNW BEEF WITH 
,w1,s CHFF.<;£ llXKI ORES,ING & S()[JRKRALIT ,rnvrn ON SAN FRANCISCO RYE BREAD & your 
chrurc Qfr11/u1 frl'ri!''' fnr,; Rn1 &ll/c7t'd Omon Rin~'(; or Potalo ~lllad $7.00 
r MONDAY: BLACK LABEL "ANGUS" SIRLOIN ROAST Wn.tASHED POTATOES. 

, TUESDAY: PORK CHOPS WITH APPLESAUCE & MASHEO POTATOES/GRAVY. 

WEDNESDAY: i[_Q_2;. • ANGUS' TOP SIRLOIN ALA MONTEREY POTATOES. 

1HUASDAY: HOMEMADE MEATLOAF OA GERMAN VEAL BOCKWURST 

SAUSAGE WITH MASHED POTATOES & GRAVY. 

FRIDAY: SAUTEED FISH OF THE DAY WITH RICE & VEGETABLES 

ALL OF THE ABOVE ARE PRICED AT a7 .S0AND INCLUDE FRESH TORTILLA CH/PS. HOMEMADE 
SALSA AND BOITOMLESS ICED TEA. SOFT DRINK ARE $3.00 a glass and include a CARAFE. 

19W HAl'l'Y HOUR /'RICI, SC/lEl>UIF 
!;"VERY /JAY l'ROM /700 TO /900 HOURS: 
Al.I. IJOMESTIC 1//if:R /'I.US SAN MICUEI. STEINU,GER & 4X DRAFT ARE 
ON SAU, FOR$> 2; R[;(,UIAR PRICE IS $2.75 /'FR B07TI.E. 
WEI.I.DRINKS ARE $2 50 THIS INCI.UfJES WHITE IABEI.SCOTCfl 
REGUIAR PRICE IS $100. 
PWS· W{i HAVI;' GREAT PUl'US· /'/ZIA lll/RR/TOS SAS/l!MI 
CHl/.1-CON-CARNF AND MUCH MUCH MORE 
TRY US FOR YOUR MTER OFf[CE I/OURS DRINKING PUB"' 

CHEERS.EAZY 
Remember: living Well, ls The Best Revenge! 

PS: Every Morniay is Taco Day!! Beef Tacos $1.00 each!!! 
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Guam entrepreneurs 
get adjusted to crisis 

SBA Guam gears up 
for Navy outsourcing 

Variety News Staff 
HAGATNA - Due 10 the 
downturn in Guam's tourism 
industry, the Small Business 
Administration (SBA) Guam 
Branch Office is reporting 
more applications for Joans 
to start non-tourism busi
nesses or diversify existing 
tourism-related businesses. 

As a result, SBA Joan spe
cialist Michael P. Arriola 
said the amount of loans the 
SBA has been processing 
over the last several months 
has been double that recorded 
during the same period last 
year.. 

·'That indicates several 
things. First of all. this shows 
that ~there is a huge demand 
for credit on the part of en
trepreneurs and smal I busi
nesses wanting to start out 
either small businesses or 
expand their existing busi
nesses. 

more on local consumers, 
rather than tourists. 

Arriola said this is a good 
development considering that 
the tourism industry is still 
experiencing a slowdown. 

"The tourism numbers are 
not only down, the tourists 
coming to Guam are also not 
spending so much. Most tour
ists nowadays are looking for 
discounts. So entrepreneurs 
are also adjusting their strate
gies to accommodate 1101 only 
;xisting local demand but also 
the preference of tourists for 
more affordable goods and 
services." 

According to Arriola, G~1am 
can expect the effects of the 
Asian economic crisis to con
tinue for at least several more 
months. 

"We are not going to see as 
many Japanese tourists and 
certainly not as many Korean 
tourists as we have seen in the 
past.·· 

Arriola said things are go
ing to be a Ii ttle challenging 
for small businesses. 

is taking a leadership role in 
that," said Arriola. 

Arriola said he believes 
more people are taking out 
loans because there many 
people who have been laid 
off due to the downturn in 
the economy. 

''These are highly trained, 
highly qualified, and highly 
educated people. These are 
people from large compa
nies who have the ability and 
are now faced with the free 
time 10 strike out on their 
own. We are seeing a lot of 
inquiries from these 
people." 

Arriola added that people 
who are reaching retirement 
age are also looking at start
ing their own businesses. 

''Our local population is 
relatively young but it is be
ginning to age. We're see
ing a lot more early middle 
age people wanting to go 
ahead, take early retirement, 
and start their own busi
nesses." 

Variety News Staff 
HAGATNA . The Small Busi
ness Administration (SBA) Guam 
Branch Office is gearing up for 
the Navy's upcoming decision on 
outsourcing certain military con
tracts to the local business com
munity. 

According lo SBA loan spe
cialist Michael P. Arriola, the 
military outsourcing program may 
begin in earnest this year and the 
SBA is adding to its existing 

. preparations to assist companies 
which may be chosen for the 
outsourcing program. 

TI1is year, the Navy will decide 
whether 10 choose the bids they 
have received from the private 
sector or to remain status quo, 
that is, to retain theirexisting con
tractual relationships and- their 
existing workforce. 

"If o~tsourcing becomes a real
ity, there are a lot of opportunities 
for Guam businesses to take ad
vantage of and we at SBA are 
ready to help." 

An"iola added that Andersen Air 
Force Base is also examining op
portunities that may exist for the 
Air Force to save on costs through 
outsourcing. "So there might be 
additional opportunities there as 
well for Guam small businesses. 

In any event, we maintain close 
contacts with contracting officers 
of both the Navy and the Air 
Force." 

According to Arriola, SBA can 
help not only those taking advan
tage of military outsourcing but· 
also those businesses interested 
in getting federal government con
tracts. 

"The SBA has been at the fore
front of helping local businesses 
have access to federal contracts." 

In partnership with the Guam 
Economic Development Author
ity (GEDA), Arriola said SBA 
has been able to set up a database 
of several hundred local Guam 
companies that are interested in 
getting federal contracts. 

Through this database, we can 
do mass mailings and follow-ups. 
This data base can also be used by 
off-island prime contractors who 
are interested in contracting work 
to local businesses. Obviously, it 
makes sense for the military or 
off-island concerns to hire local 
businesses on Guam. 

These businesses are already 
here. They don't have to worry 
about set-up costs and start-up 
costs. So it makes economic sense 
for them to look at local firms 

Continued on page 23 

This also indicates a strong 
willingness of our lending 
partners, there are seven of 
them locally, to be of assis
tance and to help out with 
providing financial assis
tance to these small busi
nesses.'' he said. 

As such, Arriola is advising 
those small businesses ori
ented towards the tourism in
dustry to consider adjusting 
their strategy to focus more 
on tl)e consumer market and 
the U.S. military. 

According to Arriola, the 
SBA welcomes the increase 
in people wanting to take 
out loans to start their own 
businesses. Guam patients happy with hospital 

In examining SBA loans 
over the p·ast se::.eral months, 
Arriola said the agency dis
covered that entrepreneurs 
are being more creative about 
the type of businesses they 
want to start. He said many 
new businesses are focusing 

"There is a big potential for 
the military's outsourcing pro
gram. There are still a lot of 
opportunities for small busi
nesses in 1999. And the SBA 

"The more small busi
nesses we get off and run
ning, the greater the tax base 
that is developed for the is
land. And this means more 
revenue for the government 
of Guam to use for crucial 
services." 

By Tanya M.C. Mendiola 
Variety News Staff 

HAGATNA - Patients travel
ing abroad to receive specialized 
medical treatment have praised 
the service and treatment provided 
at the Good Samaritan Hospital. 

Alfredo Quintanilla, who suf-

CNMI economic conference slated for March 
By Louie C. Alonso 
Variety News Staff 

THE Northern Marianas Col
kgc- B usincss Development 
Crnkr (NMC-BDCJ is getting 
rcadv for the economic confer
ence· in Ma1·cl1, the center's di
rector. Jack Peters said. clarify
inl! '"rumors·· that the confer
en~e would be postponed to due 
unavailability of pertinent data. 

Peters. the conference coor
dinator said. the study would 
start early this month. and that 
the individual contract negotia
tions in the economic study 
would bc finished next week. 

The on,anizcrs said the eco
nomic co~ference committee is 
expecting to get the preliminary 
reports on the study by mid
Febrnary. 

The final report. according to 
Peters. will be completed in a 
month or two after the confer
ence. 

Peters added that the complete 
report in the study is not needed 
in the conference 011 March as 
other people believe. 

"What we :u-c going to do is gather 
to~ether all the infonnation includ
ing the 1-ccom111cndation and sug
gestions that :u-c tentative. We will 
make the prescnu1tion mid it is the 
conference people, tl1e people from 
the CNMI, who would then have 

the input that would be gathered 
and incorporated in the resolution 
of the conference and then put all 
the details in a final report." Peters 
said. 

Those who will join the cco-

nomic study committee include 
Dr. Richard Conway and Associ
ates, Juan Borja, Don Farell, 
David J. Burger. David M. 
O'Brien and Robert W. Rudolph. 

The committee facilitating the 

economic study will be conduct
ing another village meeting on 
Saipan early this month. The 
village meeting will be hosted 
by Rep. Dino Jones and Rep. 
Frank Cepeda. 

The contract subcommittee of the CNMI Economic Conference discusses the groups involved in a planned 
economic study. From left are conference coordinator Sharon Tudela, Rep. Manny Tenorio, Sen. Juan P. 
Tenorio, NMC-BDC Director Jack Peters, Rep. Oscar Babauta and Rep. Karl R:'!yes. contributed Photo 

fered from complications of dia
betes, recently received treatment 
at the Los Angeles hospital. 

Quintanilla was referred lo the 
hospital by the Guam Medical 
Referral service and underwent a 
series of complicated operations 
to correct severe blood circula
tion problems to his feet on-set by 
diabetes. 

The hospital was billed as one 
of the nation's best hospitals in 
the July l 998 issue of U.S. News 
& World Report July 1998 issue. 

State-of-the-art medical equip
ment, and a staff of 550 nurses 
and more than 650 physicians 
helped the medical facility garner 
the honor. 

Quintanilla and his family trav
eled to California for treatment 
and although they usually went to 
Hawaii for medical procedures, 
they were very happy with the 
quality of health care he received 
at the hospi ta!. 

President of Good 
Samara tan Hos pi ta! Andrew 
Lecka said the hospital staff 
tries to create an environment 
that is welcoming to patients 
that travel there to receive 
treatment. 

"With several of our doc
tors on a rotation schedule to 
visit patients in Guam and the 
vast number of services we 
offer, we· find that more and 
more Guamanians feel the dis
tance and the travel is well 
worth it," said Lecka. 

The hospital offers a com
prehensive heart care pro
gram, a neurnscicnccs pro
gram, women's health ser
vices, surgical specialties, and 
nasal and sinus disorder treat
ments among other medical 
services. 
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Few avail of CUC program 
By Jojo Dass 
Variety News Staff 

VER y: FEW residents have 
availed of a program by the 
Commonwealth Utilities Corp. 
(CUC) on the free repair of bro
ken water installation systems 
since it started two years back, 
according to CUC PIO Pamela 
Mathis. 

Mathis said this was despite 
CUC's findings indicating that 
about 90 percent of houses in 
villages on the island has a bro
ken water pipe. 

Under the program, a resident 
whose plumbing system is bro
ken need to spend for the needed 
parts while CUC does the repair 
for free. 

"Since we started with the pro
gram, very few people have 
taken advantage of it. You can 
count it by your fingers," said 
Mathis. 

"On the other hand, in our 
leak detection of about just a 
few days in any village, we dis
covered that 90 percent of 
houses have leaks," she added. 

Mathis said most of these vil
lages are in the southern part of 
the island, including Koblerville 
which has a relatively new wa
terline installation, and Chalan 
Kanoa. 

"They need to understand that 
they can save money if they fix 
the leaks," said Mathis, noting 
that with the dry season coming 
in the next few months, "the 
water they save is very pre
cious." 

The utilities agency embarked 
on the free repair and leak detec
tion program as part of measures 
to conserve the island's rapidly 
depleting water resources. 

The program came afler a re
cent study rev ca led that more than 
50 percent of potable water that is 
lost comes from the consumer's 
eml of the system. 

By Jacob Leon Guerrero 
Variety News Staff 

Hagatna - The homeless 
Pohnpei man who was struck by 
a drunk driver last Saturday in 
Anigua is in stable condition. 

/\~cordin" to the Don 
"' Weakley, assistant administra-

tor of the Guam Memorial Hos
pital, the man is doing fine al
though he sustained a number 
of bruises lo his body. 

The man did not have any 
fractured or broken bones, but 
might have sustained a minor 
concussion. 

The man, currently listed as a 
John Doe (no official identifi
cation determined), was hit by a 
vehicle driven by 19-year-old 
/\dam Kan! Foster of the USS 
Frank Cable. 

Foster, arrested for driving un
der the influence, was booked 
and released. 

YEAR'S 
RESOLUTION? 
We've got the solution! 
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Supporter of the 
"1999 Visit the Marianas Campaign" 

I cj i #t PACIFIC~~ 
PEOPLE MOVING IDEASSM 

Saipan 682-2745 • Rota 532-3599 •Tinian 433-0210 
"Whilo supplies last. tGTE Pocifica roSONCS tho right to substitue 11 phone of oquill or greater value. 

Pick upy()ur · 
''\/isit the MarianasYear'.' · 

calendar today! 

FREE 
from GTE Pacifica.* 

Just visit our Customer 
Service Centers on 

Saipan, Tinian or Rota. 

MAKE BEttER USE 
OFYOURTIMEI 
GO CELLULAR 

Sign up in January 
with either: 

ffiJ3 PA(:WK:~· AA.\i... Cellular 

StarTac 3000 
Only 

$125"' 
(with a 2-year contract 
forTaga Elite orTaga 

Ultra service) 

Plus! Get a FREE Collectible 
World Pass® 

Prepaid Phone Card! 

GET ON THE NET 
AND SAVE MONE)' 
UNLIMITED INTERNET 

ACCESS 
Sign up in January 

with either: 
Ciil..arianas 
- - ~lectronics AA.~cellular 

I ?i i 3 PACIFICA} 

and get 
FREE Activation· 

($25 Savings) 
FREE Plumeria 
Design Magnet 

Frame!· 

Sign up for 1 year, pay 
10 months in advance, 
GET2 MONTHS 

FREE! 
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Hasso Guam set 
for Janu;a.t.Y Qf;). 

ByTanya M. C. Mendiola • • Businesses at1d g~f~rr0\e1t 
Variety News Staff .·.. . ,.··.,·,.· agencies v.1itlt large awqunts f.)f' 

HAGATNk-- '.}'he, quaftfdY · ' waste mµstobiain permits for 
HassoCJ.uawhou,s.:?old~ip:3;ftl· disposal() (>•·····/) } .. ••'• 
OU s wasi7 coUectiori pr:<>gram is .•. · · .. ·.Harardo.u s··. \'{~~te•.• ryrkyrs 
slated forJa1\ 30; $aturd~y. .••.. . ~()tn P?aT1113.nvJl'On~t1~If1[0-

. The Hasse Guam Campaign · tection .A,.gency, priyatt: t!nvi- ··· 
started in the 1980s as an alter- romnentalcompanies and µie 
native fot island residents to miHtarywillcoUecvl!e"':'as~at 
dumping hazardous wastes into the si,tes and prepare tht:lllf9r, 
the island landfills. proper disposal, .. . . . ..... . 

Chemicals from hazardous GEPAencouragesthepublic 
materials may leech into the io take advantage of the free 
ground and contaminate the program · as a deterrent from 
Guam's drinking water supply dumping in the landfill or ille-
and soil. gal dump.sites. 

Tiirce collection sites will be Waste that will be accepted 
spread out methodically include used motor and cook-
throughout the island. A site will ing oil, gasoline and dieselfoel, 
be stationed in the north at the degreasing solvents, coolant, 
Yigo Mayor·s office. paint, car batteries, fluorescent 

/\ station in central Guam will light bulbs, dry cell batteries, 
beatthe Barrigada Library park- and aerosol spray paint cans. 
ing lot and a third site will be Those who drop off waste at 
lo;ated in tlievillage oflm1rajan the sites are asked to fill out a 
at the office of the mayor. sun•ey. The collection sites wi 11 

Household wastes will only accept waste Jan. 30 from 8 
be acccptcc.l in limited amounts. a.m. to 4 p.m. 

FLAG to boost membership 
Variety News Staff 

l lAG.-\T:\ .. \ -The Filipino L:1-
,l ic:, ,\,se1ciatiun ,1f Ciuam t FL:\G) 
is pL11111i11g to enlarge its m<.:m
lxrship and atfiliak with othc:r 
\\'nmcn ·s or~:111izations not only 
un Ciuarn but-also frorn thc: Phi li1;
pincs and other places. 

··The yea1· will be very interest
in!! to each one of us. As the new 
FI:1\G office1·s. \\'C look forwa1·d 
to the responsibilities:· FLAG 
Presiuent Chd Neri said Lluring 
the FLAG induction held overthc 
\l'CCkenJ. 

In audition. Nc1·i saici FLAG 

:ilso plans to initiate more cultural 
projects such as musical presen
tations in coordination with other 
cultural groups on island. 

"'In this connection. we were 
furtunatc to have for our keynote 
speaker. I3oots Anson-Roa who 
is one of the stalwarts of Phi lip
pine culture having been an artist 
hcrsc If anci having worked abroad 
to promote Philippine culture ... 

Roa. a former movie actress 
and consular officer of the Phi lip
pine embassy in Washington, is 
now the officer in charge of ll3C 

Continued on page 22 

~ NOTICE 
MARIANAS 
v,11,0111 AUTHOltln 

Pursuant Lo Public Law 8-41, Section 11, Governor Pedro P. Tenorio 
and Lt. Governor ,Jesus R. Sablan, through the Marianas Visitors 
Authority, hereby give notice that the MVA Board will both 
reconvene the December 28, 1998 Special Board Mcetmg and also 
hold a regular Board Meeting on Thursday, ,January 7, 1899, at 
9:00 a.m., at tlie Marianas Visitors Authority Conforence Room, 
Professional Building in San ,Jose. 

AGENDA 

I. Preliminary Matters 
a. Meeting to order 
b. Roll Call 
c. Adoption of Agenda 
d. Adoption of Minutes -

December :3, December 21 and December 28, 1998 
JI. Ad Agency Selection 
Ill. Managing Director's Report 
IV. Committee Reports 

a. Finance 
b. Policy 
c. Personnel 
d. PR &Ad 
e. Tourist Site Development 
r. Visit 99 
g. Legislative Affairs 

V. Executive Session 
VI. Miscellaneous/Announcements 
VII. Adjournment 

is/David M. Sablan 
Chairman, MVA Board of Directors 

The Around the Islands section covers community stories, 
local events, and cultural activities. Should you have a 
story you would like lo share, or an event Iha! needs to 

be covered, contact Laila at 234-6341 

NMC registration for 
Spring Semester starts 

REGISTRATION for new stu
dents planning to attend Northern 
Marianas College this spring be
gan yesterday through next 
Wednesday, January 11-13, but 
cun-ent NMC students get an edge; 
they can register for classes be
ginning this Tuesday through 
Thursday, January 5-7. Registra
tion hours are from 8-12:00 a.m. 
and from 1 :30-5:00 p.m. 

"With this schedule, we hope to 
avoid long lines." Director of 
Admissio;, and Records Janice 
Tenorio said. 

However, she added that, to save 
time, all students should first make 
sure they have all the necessary 
advising and academic and finan
cial aid paperwork taken care of 
before they plan to register. 

"It's important that students al
low time to process appropriate 
forms and records," she said in a 
news re lease. 

l'or example, all new students 
seeking degrees at NMC must 
take fr~e English and Math place
ment tests. The English place
ment test will be given toe.lay from 

I :00-4:00 p.m. and the Math test 
from 5:30-6:30 p.m. 

The Math placement test will 
be given today, January 5, from 
1 :00-2:00 p.m. and the English 
test will be given from 5:30-8:30 
p.m . 

All the tests are free and will 
take place in Rooms A-6 and A-
7 on a walk-in, space available 
basis. Additional tests will be 
offered as needed. 

"NMC has many courses 
available to meet a variety of 
students needs," Public Infor
mation Officer Phi lip Swett said. 

"We offer professional degree 
programs in nursing and teach
ing, both high-demand, good-pay
ing careers, all the arts and sci
en~es courses needed for a solid 
foundation for transfer to 
bachelor's programs elsewhere. 
as well as classes about current 
issues in the CNMI, computer 
applications, aerobics and jour
nalism," he said. 

The information officer 
pointed out that, in aJc.lition lo 
regular academic and vocational 

classes, NMC also offers 
courses in basic adult education 
(leading to a GEDorotherwise), 
short community classes in 
many topics, and a variety of 
skills-oriented continuing edu
cation courses. 

For more information about 
what NMC offers this spring 
semester, pick up a copy of the 
class schedule at the As Terlaje 
campus or call the Office of 
Admissions and Records at 234-
5498, extensions 1401/03, for 
more information. 

In academic year 1997-98, a 
total of 1,884 different residents 
attended one or more college 
academic or vocational courses 
at NMC on Saipan, Rota and 
Tinian. 

·111 addition, approximately 
1.300 others attended adult, 
community or continuing edu
cation courses as well. 

Northern Marianas College 
has been continuously accred
ited by the California-based 
Western Association of Schools 
and Colleges since 1985. 

GES Students of the Week 

Eric Slyter, fifth-grade student 
from Ms. Riva's class, is an 
excellent worker and proves 
this point to be true as he made 
the "A" Honor Roll and Perfect 
Attendance lists for the first 
quarter. He always assists Ms. 
Riva and his classmates when 
needed and doesn't hesitate 
to ask questions or correct oth
ers. 

Lorenza Manglona, third
grade student from Mr. Aldrich's 
class, is a friendly and bright 
young girl. She is a leader and 
other students turn to her for 
help. She sets a great example 
by coming to school with a posi
tive attitude and a smile. Be
sides being on the ''.4" Honor 
Roll, Lorenza is very polite. 

Aye Jay Bermejo, second
gradt:J student from Ms. Wells' 
class, comes to school neat and 
well-groomed. He is always pre
pared to work without being told. 
Aye jay completes his work on 
time and turns his homework in 
everyday. His writing is very 
neat. 

RegorSumpay, fourth-grade stu
dent from Mr. Etpison 's class, is a 
good role model in his class. He 
is a bright young man and has 
good moral character. He has 
perfect attendance and has com
pleted al/homework assignments. 
Regor was on the 'i'\" Honor Roll 
for the first quarter. 

LeodineAtalig, first-grade stu
dent from Mrs. lginoef's class, 
shows a lot of positive traits in 
the things that she does and 
says. She completes her 
classwork efficiently and 
promptly. She makes good use 
of her time by reading books 
and writing in her response jour
nal. She arrives to school early 
and ready for class. Leodine is 
courteous and presents a beau
tiful smile always. 

Eric Santos, sixth-grade stu
dent from Mrs. Gallardo 's class, 
is one of the smartest kids in 
Room 0202. Evidence shows 
in the way he answers ques
tions knowledgeably and how 
he does reports orally and in 
writing. Possessing leadership 
ability, Eric can handle his class
mates with ease by helping them 
with their schoolwork. 

',:1 
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The Around the Islands section covers community stories, 
local events, and cultural activities. Should you have a 
story you would like to share, or an event that needs to 

be covered, contact Laila at 234-6341 

Chelps Ifmnilies 
By Rene P. Acosta 
Variety News Staff 

THE GOVERNMENT has began 
implementing the new United 
States Welfare Refonn Law with 
the No11hem Marianas Housing 
Coivoration taking a pmt of the 
'"drastic"' law via its new housing 
program. 

The NMHChasalready initiated 
the long delayed Family Self Suffi
ciency Program (FSSP) which will 
give homeowners five years to oc
~upy government housing which 
they would give back after the pre
scribed period. 

According to program coordina
tor Bill /\gulto. within those five 
years, fa;ily members will be 
suppo1ted by the government in 
obtaining a diploma or necessary 
trainings, forthem to be able to find 
jobs. 

"The program encourages self 
sufficiency. The government will 
help any member of the family or 
the homeowner himself within that 
live ye,u· period to obtain educa
tion or training, but after five yc,u-s 
they will leave their homes," said 
Aim Ito. 

I-le said that since some of the 
homeowners are already too old to 

go to school. they can let their 
children replace them as long as 
they arc 18-ycars old and above. 

The education and training of the 
homeowner or his children will be 
suppo11ed underthe government's 
General Equivalcncy Degree or 
DEQ, according to Agulto. 

Late last week, the first batch of 
program pm1icipants composed of 
about 21 homeowners received 
their certification from the NMHC. 

/\gulto said they m-e targetting 
half of the 257 total registered fam
ily homeowners. 

"By launching this project, we 
are transfom1ing them to become 
productive members of the soci
ety," he said. 

The coordinator for the project, 
however, admitted that the new 
project would be'·a little bit" hm·sh, 
but it would even be more produc
tive for them in the end. 

The new Welfm·e Reform Law 
which was passed by the Clinton 
administration has affected all the 
federal aids which are being re
ceived from the United States. 

According to Agulto. the law has 
put a cap of two y;,us for the distri
bution or supply of food stamps to 
all its recipients. 

Guam Community_ Notes 
UOG Planetarium 

HAGATNA-'Il1e University of 
Guam Phmctu-ium is once again 
opening the skies to the community 
of Guam. 

Plam:tarium coordinator Pam 
faL~tlick w;u1ts to invite tl1e public to 
sLut off the Nt.:w Y cm· hy viewing 
the free shows at the university plan
ct:uiurn locaku on tl1c: Univc1,ity of 
Ciuarn Campus. second lloor or I he 
Malli!Scirnce Building. 

·111c celestial tour n111s li1r tlm:c 
nig\1L, st:uting Lm. 14 through J,u1. 
l (; 'Ilic tw~p;ut show is entitkd 
·'Ilic Constellation Extravagm1za." 
111c lii,tshow "Ilic Constellations·· 
begins at 6:30 p.m. ,md the second 
show "Winter Skies·· is set for 7 
p.m. ·n1c shows featun: st:u·pattems 
1-clative to the isl.md. 

111e first prn1 of the show will 
feature 88 constellations. Eighty
five constc llations c,m be seen from 
Guam. 

111c Zodiac Constellations will 
also be presented and E.'l,tlick will 
provide tips on how to locate them 
on your own. Audiences will also 
get achrmce to sec pictures from the 
Unmometria, a 17th century utl,L,. 

'!lie second pm1 of the show will 
feature the suu, in Gumn \ winter 
skies and show why the island skies 
arc different. 

·n1e free educational shows m-e 
open to the public ,md, according to 
E:L,tlick, another way to spend a 
relaxing evening. 

For mon! details call 735-2783. 

Guam Pollution 
'Il1rcc Guam beaches have been 

identified as having bacteriological 
levels above the acceptable level. 
'!lie public is advised from swim
ming, fishing or playing in the fol
lowing ,u-eas: 

• N:mo Beach, Agat 
• Talofofo I3ay. Talofofo 
• Toguan Bay, Merizo and 

U matac border 
RcsulL, for the northern rccn.:

ational b::ach sires were unav:1il
allle for this n:prnt. 

'Ilic Guam Environmental l'm
tcction Agency collects watc1· 
sampb w~ekly. from l11c island ·s 
lx:achcs for tl1c 1x1llution report. 

Childn:n, tJ1e elderly and l11ose 
withmcc.lic,tl conc.litionsllmt weaken 
the immune system ,m: mrn-e sus
ceptible to bccomingill if they mi.: in 
contact with l11e conlrm1inatcd wa
ters. 

IT&E $10,00 
winners 

Five lucky Guam residents 
boughtintheNcwYem·withab:mg 
a., gr,md prizewinners of the IT&E 
I 5tl1 Anniversary Raffle. 'Ilic live 
people we1-e awmued inc11.:rnenLs 
of$10,(XX), Friday,Jan. I. 

1l1c locally owned. long distance 
telecommunicationscomp,mygave 
away $1,000 weekly mid a car :md 
uuck quarterly thmughout the past 
year. 

The winners' names were 
drawn from a database com
piled since the beginning of the 
year. 

IT&E gave away a total in 
excess of $150,000 in cash and 
prizes. (Cmnpill'd hy1'1111yaM.C.l\1cmliul.1) 

.------------------------------i 

... , ... _~······~··-

FSSP project officers, from left, Martin Pangelinan ar:d John t;Jliver Gonzales, along with NMHC Corporate 
Director MaryLou Ada and Chairman Juan S. Tenono exp/am the program. Photo by Rene P. Acosta 

Kagman farmers assured of ample ~ater 
B J . D wellswhicharcnowbeinndril\ed farmcrsoverthereWLll havesuf-y OJO ass · "' · , .. 
V · 1 N St 'I ·1 5()() 000-oallon water lank. l1c1cnt water throul!h out the ane y ews a,. ' · , " ,, . , . c 

FARMERS al the Kagman com- which is also currently under con- year, said 1 e1:01:10. _ _ 
rncrcial farm plots ,~ill have a slruction and a 17-million gallon He sard the 1rrrgallon pro_1cct 

· v·1te· "'·er·vo·11· to be' bu·11t ·1t ·111 is bcin" cooru1n:1ted with su!Ticientwatersupply th1syear. ' , 1 res . , , . , ", . _ , 
De Joaquin A. Tenorio, secre- ahandoncd qua'.TY s1_t7. . . DLNR s Sod and Wate1 C.on-
tary of the Department of Lands At the same lime. 1 eno'.·10 said servation Service (SWC.SJ. 
and Natural Resources(DLNR) DLNR will be askmg the farmers "Tht:y (SWCS staff) /Jan: 

d tl} S·1· l'Il ,·1 1·1· v•'-V",·tr JJro_l'rnm meant completed the pi 11ing system, yesterday assure . - - - - - -
·1· · 'd tc1 ·,t; .. , .. ·1s.·t then; in observing con- nnw the" arc l'.Otnl'. to work on In an interview. cnono s.11 . 1 - • 

I d scrvation measures. the water tank. i\s soon as thcy th.: government has comp etc 
"Definitely \W will be .uctting finish the watc:r tank. they an: the installation of a piping sys- - -

tern which will be connected lo sufficient water supply and the 
at least two water well pumping farmers can farm through out the 

year. In the past, bccaus~ of insufstations. 
The system will be augmented ficicnt water during dry seasons 

with at least two more water farmers cannot farm. Now, the 

going to work on a major reser
voir which can hold 17 million 
gallons," said Tenorio. 
- He said the old quarry site to 

Continued on page 23 

NORTHERN MARIANAS COLLEGE 

SPRING SEMESTER 
REGISTRATION 

. "" ' ' . . . · ..•• -.,. '" .•. ,. --·· __ , · ..... , ... <., ,. 

ON GOING STUDENTS ...................................... JANUARY 5 TO 7 
NEW STUDENTS .............................................. JANUARY 11 TO 13 

8:00 TO 12:00 A.M. l :30 TO 5:00 P.M. 

PICK UP A COPY OF THE CLASS SCHEDULE AT THE AS TERLAJE 
CAMPUS. NEW STUDENTS SEEKING DEGREES MUST TAKE FREE 
MATH AND ENGLISH PLACEMENT TESTS. 

CALL: 
234-5498, EXT. 1401/1403 

FOR MORE INFORMATION. 
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~ · · Elsewhere in the Pacific Robbery try at American 
Samoa Development Bank PNG Cabinet suspends 

Bougainville government 
PAGOPAGO (Pacncws) - A 
team of investigators from the 
police and attorney general's of
fice is investigating an attempted 
robbery ell the Development Bank 
of American Samoa over the 
weekend. 

tempted robbery first priority de
spite the holiday season when of
ficers are in the partying mood. 

The Development Bank is lo
cated in Pago Pago village, where 
a poker machine parlor was 
robbed of between JO and 12,000 
dollars earlier this year by masked 
1nen using guns. 

POHT :\I_O RES BY 
1 l'al'lll'\\.S I l';q1u;1 i\c·w 
( j ll j 11 L' ;[ • S Cl I, i 11 L' t Ji;[ S S ll S · 

11c·11ckd the· lloug,1i11\·illc pro
\ in,·ial g,11 ,·rnmc·nt. to en sun.: 
:1 q11c1c1th 1r:rnsitio1110 the for
m,11 cs1:1hlishmcnt of th<? 
BPupill\ilk RccDnriliatiun 
( j l1\" L'l"l\ 111L'n [. 

C:1bi11<:l cndors<?d thl' sus
pcn:-:.icn1 ~ll an c1ncrgcnl'y n1cct
in,2. :11111id11i,c.ht. ,m .lanu:1rv 1. 
sc1:,11 aft<?r thl' new Org,;nic 
l.;11, ,111 1'1·m·incial :ind l.clL'ai 
l.c·\·c•I (,,nernments C:1111(' into 
for,·,· in Bnug:lin\ ilk. 

!'rim,· '.\linist<?1· Bill Skate 
,:1id ,111 S:1turd:1y the decision 
\1 :1, made ,rn th<? basis that it 
is acceptable 10 the people of 
13,,ugaimilh: and within the 
L1\1 s ()f P:1pua Nc·11· Guinea. 

C:1hi11et k1s now assumed 
1·,,;111al rc,pnnsihilit\ for e11-
~tl·1in=1 l:1\,._ ... l'L'L11int-' to prl)\·in
ci:d 111e1tll'r, until the BR(, has 
hc·cn ,ct up :ind i, able lu d-

Bill Skate 

fccti\·ely taJ..e over its h:gisla
ti1c role. 

Bougainvilk Affairs Min
ister Sam Akoitai has been 
given the responsi bi Ii ty of car
rying. out e:-;ecutive functions, 
normally done by a premier or 
govc:rnor. 

The Prime Ministn de
scribed the grounds for sus
prnding the pro\·incial gov
ernment arc quite serious. 

WB suggests Solomons 
forestry price monitor 
110:\IAR.-\ (l'arne11s) -The 
\\",1rld B:mk h:1s re,·,1mmenlkd 
that S,,lnmnn Island., rc-c,1,1h
\i-..h ~t pri1-.·l' tP.nnitnrin~ ~yql'll\ 

f1,r ih f(1r1,.•,tr:,. '.',l'l·tur. 

In it, l':!')X rep,11"1 nn Solomon 
1,1:,nd, · cc·t1nor11::,. ihl' World 
B:ink <1y, the 111ll11itori11g ,\,-
1em \I ()1Jld s1rc11gthen rc·1enuc 
c(1Jlt...·1.:tidJ1 from L'nuntn··~ fnr
C.::,,.tn :-.L'C\11r. 

The 11:in~ :ickn<111 ledge's thal 

stL'ps taken by the government 
including the canceling of re
missions and exemptions cffcc
ti, e Novcrnbcr \997, is a posi
li\c step towards addressing the 
issue. 

I Iowe\·cr it says there arc other 
me:1surcs Solomon Islands 
needs to consider such as not 
i~suing llC\\' logging liccn~cs 
,,nd phasing out logging cx
po1·1 tax exemptions. 

Fiji PM hit over land deal 

Si1iveni Rabuka 

st·\".\ 1l'acnc11s) -- h_ji·, 
1'1 i111c \fini,lcr h:1s dra,1·n 
n111ci,111 1·nr an oiler hy 1hc 
g1J,e111mcnt t,l huy :1 lree
/J,ild nt,11c hclonging 10 him. 

Siti\·eni R,1h11k:1's 2000 
:1crc cstale is 011 Fiji's ,ec
ond l:1rgcst i.,lanJ of Vanu,1 
l.evu. 

:\ccording to newspaper 
rcpo11,. the \11ni,try 01· J\g
, icu I tun: ;q1proachcd him 
la,t ye,1r t<l buy the land for 

:1).2: ic·ul111r:tl c·,11crimc111s. 
(Jl'l""i11,111 l.c:1,kr . .l:11 

l<:1111 Rc·,ldy. h:1, ,lnc:·ihc'ci 
1!1c ~11,cr11111l·11t 111'1·cr :1: ... ~l 
h:1d 1,lca. 

I I~ ,:i::,, ,uch :i tr,m"1c-
11r111 \\nuld n:i\ur:dlv attLIL'I 
11L1hlic ,kc·p11c·is111 and ihcrl' 
\\1111ld :111,a\s he dDuh1, 
:,hout \I hc·1her ii is an arm, 
lc11g1h tr:111.saction. 

The opposition Fijian ,\s
""·ia\11,11 l':iny \\an1s the 
gm crnmcnt to just i ly its 
i11tc1c:,t in 1he l'M"s prop
erty when there arc other 
rrcclwld estates ;1vail,1hlc in 
the: area. 

The party has c:il lcJ for 
,111 independent v:1luatio11 
and a full fc:1sihili1y stuJy 
presented to parliament. 

The Ministry h,1s offered 
the PM 2500 dollars an acre. 

Rabuka says he could sell 
for a lower price, but he 
would not sell the entire 
2000 acres if he decides to 
,ell the land. 

Cancer has no cure, but can be prevented. 

He says the rising tensions. 
threats -and incre,;,ing inci
dents of lawlessness in 
Bougainvil le undermines na
tional unity and there is no 
other way of remedying the 
situation. 

Skate says the suspension 
creates a legal working space 
in which the BRG can be es
tablished on the principles set 
out in the basic agreement con
cerning the B RG which all the 
parties involvc:d in the peace 
process have agreed to sign. 

Rebel leader Joseph Kabui 
has welcomed the suspension. 

He says the government's 
decision is in line with the 
spirit of the Lincoln Agree
ment, the consultation pro
cess. and in the best interest 
01· the people. 

Kabui says the people of 
Bougainvillc including the 
rebels had consolidated their 
trust and confidence in Skate's 
undertaking during the si'.!n
ing of the Apri 1 30 ccasdire 
last year that he would respect 
their (Bougainvilleans) 
wishe.s. 

According to police, the bur
glars broke into the bank and tried 
to pry open the money safe with
out success. 

The burglars caused quite a bit 
of damage to the money vau It anJ 
offices. 

Commissionerof Public Safety, 
Tc· o Fuavai, says the joint inves
tigating team is giving the at-

More than 20 years ago, an 
American Savings bank locateJ 
in the same building housing the 
Development Bank was robbed 
of more than $300,000. 

The case was never sol veJ and 
the bank closed shortly after the 
incident. 

SUVA (Pacnew~).-Tonga's50· yeatold¢ro\VnBrin~eJupoutq'i, 
who has said .he w.iltprobably .. nevermarry,.is 1:Jeing tipJ)l':tjfqra 
political i!IJiance VJith a powerful Samoan chief. ·. .· •.•.. i i 

The·mqnthly Mat;ingiTonga: magazine hhs speculatedTup&uto 'a 
might marry Sanioan Education Minister, fjarµe Naomi. 

Her late fother,Mata'afa Mulinu 'u Two, was Samoa's founding 
prime rninistei" in 1962. · · ·. 

In Polyncsilln terms, he and now his daughter, arc considered 
royally in Samoa. 

The royal families ofT011ga, Samoa and Fiji have often intennar
ried. 

Tupouto'a m1d Fiamc were best man and bridesmaid at a royal 
wedding lastmonlh in Tonga. . 

Was this a rehearsal or a sign of things to come, asked the 
magazine with a picture of the two hand-in-hand. 

Two coast guard choppers /Jead for Barbers Point Naval Air Station after picking up three balloonists 15 miles 
nort/J of Kahuku Point on Oahu. Hawaii, after a failed attempt to make the first nonstop round-the-world flight 
in a balloon last Dec. 25. AP 

Solomons eyes more revenues Fiji ·capital's 
facelift seen 110\'IARA (l'acncws) ~The 

Solornon Islands Alliance rm 
Change government is taking 
steps to increase domestic rev
cnue collection this year. 

Prime Minister 
Bartholomew Ulufa'alu says 
1hc government will Jo ils best 
to ensure revenue collecting 
departments improve tax com
pliance by c I igi blc tax payers. 

Ile says many people and 
companies avoiding paying 
government taxes thus starv
ing the government off much 
needed funds. 

Ulufa',tlt1 says the few who 
pay taxes suffer both from the 
tax lrnrdcn and u11fai1· compe
tition from those not paying 

the correct amounts. 
Ile says the government 

plans to reduce taxes and fairly 
apply it to individuals and 
corporate entities both in the 
public and private sectors. 

Ulufa'alu also says that the 
current import surcharge and 
export duties on some com
modities will be reduced when 
revenue collection and com
pliance improve. 

The government hopes to 
raise nearly $400 million lo
cally through the Inland Rev
enue and the Customs Depart
ments, the harvesting of Alu 
plantation, the PNG Service 
grant and other revenue 
sources. 

SUV A (Pacnews) -The city 
fathers of Fiji's capital plan to 
give Suva a major facelift this 
year to prepare it for being the 
focal point in the lead up to 
the country's millenium cel
ebrations. 

The Suva City Council plans 
to spend 1.3 million Fiji dol
lars ($700.000) in capital 
works projects, to upgrade the 
capital to New Zealand civic 
standards. 

Suva's Mayor, Councilor 
Dhansuklal 13hika, says the 
council has decideJ to model 
the city's new-look along New 

Continued on page 15 
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stays RP execution 
By JIM GOMEZ 

MANILA, Philippines (AP) -
Just three hours before a con
victed rapist was to be put to death, 
the Supreme Court ordered a six
month delay Monday in the Phil
ippines' first execution in 23 
years. 

Leo Eehegaray, a poor house 
painter, had been scheduled to die 
by lethal injection later Monday 
for repeatedly raping his I 0-ycar
old stepdaughter. He had been 
waiting al a prison Jeath chamber 
for his execution when he was 
told of the court's ruling. 

proof capital punishment deters 
crime. They also say poor people 
arc more likely to be sentenced 
lo death because thev cannot 
afford good lawyers. -

Echcgaray 's stepdaughter 
said she was disappointed that 
many people, including church 

officials, sympathized with 
Echegaruy. 

"I want hi 111 to die,'' she told a 
Manila radio station Sunday. 
"My suffering worsens because 
I feel th1:y'r1: glorifying him. 
What about me'I I'm the victim. 
I was the one who wa, hurt." 

About I 00 anti-death penalty 
activists cheered outside the 
prison when they heard the news. 

The Vatican, the European 
Community and Canada had also 
urged the Philippines not to re
sume capital punishment. 

Anti-death penalty protesters gather at the National Penitentiary in 
Muntinlupa, south of Manila, to protest the scheduled execution by 
lethal injection of convicted rapist Leo Echegaray on Monday. AP 

In recent weeks, several law· 
makers had expressed doubts 
aboutwhethercapital punishment 
would Jeter crime and sought a 
congressional review of the law 
that restored capital punishment 
in 1994. 

In its 8-5 ruling, the Supreme 
Court saiJ "the merest chance that 
the Congress might reconsider'' 
meant that Echegaray, 38, de
served a postponement of his sen
tence. 

"This is definitely a victory, a 
significant first step in abolishing 
the death penalty in this country," 
said Echegaray 's lawyer, 
Theodore Te. 

Officials al the prison in 
Munlinlupa. a Manila suburb, had 
set up barbed wire roadblocks and 
deployed extra military and po
lice guards to hold back large 
numbers of reporters and the anti
death penalty activists. 

Echegaray, who was convicted 
in 1994, is the first among more 
than 800dcath·row inmates to be 
scheJuled for execution. More 
than 450 of those on death row 
were convicted of rape, includ
ing 159 who abused their own 
children or other relatives. 

His scheduled execution set 
off a debate among many Filipi-

nos over the death penalty. Sev
eral Manila radio stations 
opened their telephone lines so 
listeners could express their 
views on capital punishment. 

Some pro.death penalty ac
tivists also rallied outside the 
prison. 

"They're saying that life is 
sacred," Elena Cirio, whose son 
was killed during hazing by feJ. 
low students in 1994, said of the 
death penalty opponents. "But 
what about the life of my son?" 

President Joseph Estrada ear
lier turned down the appeals from 
the Vatican, the European Union 
and Canada, saying he W,l~ obliged 
to follow Philippine law. 

Echegaray's IS-year-old step
daughter, who was 10 years old 
when the alleged rapes occurred, 
visited Estrada last week and ap
pealed to him not to pardon her 
stepfather. 

"I felt nothing but compassion 
for her," Estrada said. "You can 
just imagine if she were your 
daughter." 

Between 1924 and 1976, the 
Philippines executed 84 people. 
In 1987, a new constitution abol
ished the death penalty but gave 
Congress the option of restoring 
it for "heinous" crimes such as 
murder, kidnapping for ransom, 

At least 10 killed, m9r~than 
70 hurt in RP grenade att.ack 
ZAMBOANGA CITY, Philippines (AP) - Suspected Muslim 
rebels lobbed a grernu.lc on a large crowd watching firemen fight a 
blaze on a southel'll Philippine isl:md, killing at least 10 people and 
injuring 74, authorities said Sunday. 

Among the injured in the grenade attack Saturday night on Jolo 
Island, Sulu Province, a Muslim rebel stronghold, were eight 
Marine soldiers and three policemen, police said. 

Police initially said nine died, but the military's Southern Com
mand said IO people died and 74 people were hurl in the atlack. 

Sulu police chief lsah llassan said the rebels tossed a grenade 
near people watching a fire engulfing a grocery store. Gun shots 
were abo heard, he said. 

Many soldiers and policemen rushed to the fire scene to p1event 
looting but several of them were also hurt. Witnesses said many of 
those injured tTawled away from the scene of the crime. 

The atlaek is suspected to have been carried Olli by Abu Say ya!' 
guerrillas avenging the recent death of its chieftain in a clash with 
authorities, Hassan said, 

·nie attm:kcrs Ocd amid the cornn10tion. Authorities could not 
launch offensives against the ;\bu Sayyaf because of the obser
vance of the Holy Muslim p.;riod of Ramadan. 

The Abu Siiyy11r is the smaller but more violent of two Muslim 
rebel groups waging a war against tbc Manila government for an 
independent Islamic state in the southern Philippines. 

rape and drug trafficking. Legis
lators, almmed by a rise in crime, 
brought back capital punishment 
in January 1994. 

Roman Catholic bishops and 
other civic groups opposing the 
death penalty say tbere is no 

Prison guards open the gates of the National Penitentiary as a van, 
purportedly carrying death convict Leo Echegaray leaves for tlie Death 
Chamber at dawn on Monday. AP 
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HK airport_ sees: record 
number of passengers -
HONG KONG. (Reuters) -
!long Kong _International Air
port at Che k Lap KLik har,dled 
l 00.000 passengers on one day. 
its highest numbc,--c,·er. during 
the Christnus and New Year 
holiday seasoi1. rhe Airporr Au-
1hori1y said. · 

D:1i ly pa,;senger throughput in 
the final rwowcck>< of Decem
ber ranged from about 80.000 
to an estimated l 00.000 on Dc
ccmbcr27 and the average daily 
number of dep:1rting and tram
fer bags increased by ;I() percent 
to -\2.000. it said. 

The Authmity said the higher 
passenger throughput did not 
impacr the efficiency of scr
, ices. with 75 percent of all 
fli!lhts le:1ving on time or within 
I 5 minures of rheir scheduled 
dq1anures. 

Niner,· percenr of passengers 

waited not longer thari IO min
utes for their bags and 9~ per
cent of all arriving and depart
ing passengers completed ·im
migration formalities within 15 
mi~utes. it said. 

The experience would prove 
useful in managing rhc evcn 
busier lunar new year period. 
the slatement said. · 

In a separate report. the Au
thority said the HKIA had won 
the ;;nnual Critics· Choice: 
Award of Travel and Leisure 
n1agazlne. 

T11c state-of-the art airport. bui It 
on reclaimed land off Lantau Is
land. opened to weeks of chaos. 

In the early days. some 10,000 
pieces of baggage were lost and 
flights were delayed up to six 
hours. 

The disastrous launch triggered 
a gove111111ent inquiry. 

HK stamp duty down by 
HK$17 -B claims report 
HO:\G K0:1\G (Reuters) - Hong Kong revenue from stamp 
duty plunged HKS 17 billion in the first eight months of l 998/99 
(April/March) from a year earlier. a local newspaper reported on 
Sunday, quoting the territory's chief tax collector. 

The Hong Kong Standard quot<:d Commissioner of Inland 
Revenue Wong Ho-~ang as blaming the steep fal1 on weak stock 
and property markets battered by the Asian crisis. 

The government collects HK$2.5 million in stamp duty for 
every HK$ I billion worth of sh,1re transactions, the daily said. 

Totn.1 property transactions last calendar year were down 45 
percent on 1997. with a mid-1998 freeze on land sales denting 
government income from taxes on property sales, Wong said. 

\Vong slid he was optimistic his department could meet its 
HKSl 14.9 billion target for tot:1.l taxes in 1998199, though this 
would be HKS22.6 billion less than the previous year. 

Last week the government said its budget was in deficit for 
HKS35.56 billion for the eight months ended November 30. 

Spending totalled HKS 148.07 billion and revenue HK$! I 2.51 
billion. 

because; 

has it all! 

MY ONLY GIFT FOR YOU MOM/DAD, IS AN 
APPOINTMENT WITH YOUR DOCTOR. 

A group of students from Taiwan's National Academy of the Arts demonstrate in a street in the island's 
northern port city of Keelung Sunday watched by hundreds of curious residents. AP 

For Asia, sorry is no 
longer hardest word 

By Mark Bendeich 
SINGAPORE (Reuters) 
Across Asia. apologies for the past 
are piling up. 

In a region where "loss of face" 
is deeply hum ii iating. an extraordi
nary era of contrition has dawned 
as governments. an army and de
feated gueJTill:1s have all expressed 
n;morse. 

In 1998, Asia's year of regrets, 
Japan put an apology for World 
Wm· JI into writing and Cambodia's 
Khmer Rouge said son-y for the 
"killing fields" in which almost 
two million people died. 

Indonesia's arn1y apologised for 
suffering inflicted by its troops and 
South Korea rcgre!led its role in the 
Vietnam War. Taiwan's premier 
said it had put to rest a massacre by 
troops which haunted it for half a 
century. 

As the millennium closes. yet 
more apologies me sought for ugly 
chapters in Asia's history. includ
ing its r·ccent economic crisis. 

South Korea. a major casualty. 
plans lo open an inquiry this 1110111h 
into ils economic slump. Company 
officials anu bureaucrats across the 
region have swallowed their pride 
amid alil:gations of mismanage
ment and conuption. 

Not everyone who wanted an 
apology got one, however. Imelda 
Marcos continued to defend the 
record of her late husband 
f'erdinand, who iulcd the Philip
pines with an iron hand until ousted 
in 1986. 

China's President Jiang 7.cmin 
ruled out any revision of the party's 
official line that the 1989 
Tiananmen Square massacre was 
prompted by a "counter-revolution
ary rebellion." 

1-Jowcvcr, Nuon Chea and Khieu 
Samphan. top lieutenants of 
Cambodia's notorious Khmer 
Rouge leader Pol Pot. did apologise 
for the group's I 970s reign of t.:r
ror. 

"Naturally, wearcson-y; nor only 
for the lives of the people. but also 
for the animals. They all died be
cause we wanted Lo win the war." 
said Nuon Chea, its ideological 
gun1. 

Australia has refused demands 
for a government apology for past 

Jiang Zemin 

treatment of Aborigines. China 
badly wants from J ap,m the same 
written wm· apology it gave Seoul 
last year. 

Many others in Asia and else
where are also seeking apologies 
from Japan for World War II. But 
from Sydney to Tokyo. govern
ments face the ire of nationalists 
who want the apologies to stop. 

China'sJiang. having foiled pub
licly during a visit to Japan in No
vember to secure the written rc
ill()rsc Tokyo gavc: iD Seoul. mark 
it clear rclarions would he fcrtcrcd 
unkss it was given. 

.. Some: people in Japan, even 
those in high positions, have dis
torted histot-y ;md beautified Jap,m 's 
invasion of China," Jiang said, re
fen-ing to Japan's 1937-1945 occu
pation. 

The Sino-Japanese row high
lights the political potency of his
Lrn-y and the vital role of ,mapology 
in healing old wounds, said Hong 
Kong political scientist Joseph 
Cheng. 

But the new mood might not 
have come about without thc eco
nomic crisis, which threw millions 
back into poverty, he said. 

"I think most of the leaders arc 
sophisticated enough to understand 
that an apology is a good way to 
r<:duce dissatisl"action." City 
Univer,ity's Cheng said. 

"It rdlccL\ the: development of dc:
mocr~1cy in the region :md the de
m,md foraccountability," he added. 

But he was cautious. 
"You may have a scenario where 

you don't have any more apologit.:s 
and have more violence and diffi
culties, such as in Indonesia with 
Moslems and Christians killing 
each other." 

John Howard 

In Indonesia, where :12 years of 
autocratic iulecollapsed along with 
the economy last May, the military 
apologised for suffering inflicted 
by troops on the restive province of 
Aceh. 

But the nation's ruling Golkar 
paity balked after a senior patty 
official was quoted in local m:ws
papcrs as saying it. too, sought 
forgiveness for past mistakes. The 
party chairman denied the reports, 
saying Golkar had never "ofti
cially .. apologised. 

In Taiwan.Premier Vincent Siew 
rt:iterakd an apology l,ir a l 947 
crackdown by Nationalist troops 
which killed thousands. 

In Australia, Prime Minister John 
Howard gave a personal apology 
to the so-called "Stolen Genera
tion" of Aborigines but stopped 
short of a government apology, 
saying today's Australians were 
not responsible for the actions of 
past generations. 

The calls for an apology grew 
after the 1997 release of an official 
reprn1 about the forced removal of 
tens of thousands of Aburi !!inal 
children from their parents 1·rom 
the 1880s to I %Os. 

It called the practice "systematic 
racial discrimination and geno
cide." Since then, about 300,0()() 

people have signed mo,e rhan l .(X)O 
"Son-y Books" to express sorrow 
lo Aborigines for the past. 

Some Asians have other reasons 
to be sony, however. 

"I am S(llTY it has come to this. I 
was thinking of rctii-ing this year," 
Malaysian Prime Minister 
Mahathir Mohamad said in Sep
tember, six days after he sacked his 
deputy and heir-apparent, Anwar 
lbrahi rn. 
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LOP-backed· bet. wins. in Japan 
Al-~o critical ;a; L.\itit Iga. of. "banzai'.· .. ·after ·Japane.sc llc~pest r;eces.sion in ·decades TOKYO (A:P) -An indepen

dent backed \Jy the ruling party 
declared victory agajnst the 

.lost thc·supporl o'f_the ruli!1g media declareci him the win- · :J°nd uncmpioymcnl has hit a 

.l,iberal"Democratic Party that ner.latc -~unday. · . posLwarhigh. Tl1c government 

rrnrn .54.21 percent in the prc
vioust:lections four years ago. 

. incumbent in a gubernarorial 
election in· southwestcin J a-

he had in past eJ·ections.. The election was held dur- estiriiales th.: economy will 
· In- addition to the -Liberal i~g the New Year holidays - shrink· 2.2 percent in l"iscal 

With 3~ percent ol the voles 
counted. indcpcndc:nt 
Tushitaka Fujiwara. 47. had 
17 .672 votes: Keiko Tanii.Ja. pan on Sunday. · · De.nio.crats, Kato also had extrcmelyu1iusuafi11Japan- 1998, which ends in March. 

Turning the lagging backing [mm the op.position u·nderlining wjdesprcad senti- Despite rhc 'unusual timing 
Libcr111: Social Democra\ic ·men ts that quick action was or tlie election. tui·nout among 

61. of the Con1111unist Parry of 
Japan. 15.167 votes and I:i_ji 
Fukuoka, 42. another indepen
dcn1. 2.02:l. 

economy around was the cen
terpiece in the r;1ce that pitted 
former Education Ministr'y 
off1cial Moriyu ki Kato, 64, 
against 'the incumbent, 
Sadayuki Iga, 73, in the Ehime 
Prefectural (state) race, 680 
kilometers (425 miles) south
west of Tokyo. 

and Komci parties. needed.to fix thc'econnmy: Ehime\ 1,195.168 cJigibl~ 
With 38 percent of ballots Japan has slipped iillo its voters was 6_:l.10 percent. up 

But Kato urged voters they 
needed a change from lga, 
seeking his fourth four-year 
term. 

counted as of late Sunday, 
Kato had 14 I',543 votes, whi"lc 
Iga h.a<l I I 3, I 40 · votes. the 
electio_n committee said. The 
official tally was not cx_pected 
until Monday. 

Japanese TY news show.eel 
Kato and his supporters lift
ing their arms· in the tradi
ti;nal Japanese victory cheer 

BY ANNIE HUANG • ... 
TAIPEI,-Taiwan(AP)-.In a11.unprecedente_d tdevised 
debate, kadingopposition politician:; assured the public 
S\1nday their party will not bring \lleisland to the brink of 
war with Beijing over.its controversial call for indepen
dence from Chi.na, 

The four participants were. divided over whether the 
party'splatform shouldbe amended, but they agreed the 
Democratic Progressive.Party tnUS[ try to ease pub]jc wari
ness that it is heading toward military confrontation with 
China. 

_ Former DPP Secretary General ChiuYih-jen objected to 
revising the platform, which would require any declaration 
of independence be put to u public referendu111. 

''Establishing a sovereign Republic of Taiwan remains 
our goal, but it does not mean we will resort to any means 
to achieve that goal," he said. 

"We must respond to voters' worries and assure them we 
will not ignore the reahty and makeany reckless moves;·· 

Chiu pointed out that ruling Nationalists still ding to the 
u_oal of eventual reunification with China although they 
have in fact moved toward establishing a de facto sovereign 
state in Taiwan. 

Lawmaker Lin Cho-shui also object.cu to changing the· 
platform, saying it still will not appease Beijing. 

Taiwan and China were politicallyscparated in 1949, but 
Beijing ch1ims sovereignty over the island and threatens to 
invade if Taiwan ever declares independence. 

The main opposition party lost badly in last month ·s 
legislative elections to the N,llion,ilisrs. and many DPP 
politicians realize its independence pl,1tform could cost 
them votes. 

The debate will be follow,:d by months of pl1blic and 
private talks before the platform comes up for formal dis
cussion at the party congress in May. 

Kuo Cheng-Jiang, u political scientist and a former DPP 
strategist, proposed changing the platform to reflect the 
DPP's position that it will not rush into declaring indepen
dence. 

"Don't look at any proposed changes as a betrayal or our 
mission," Kuo said. "Our platform is outdated and has 
negative effects. It gives the public the misconception that 
we w,mllo overthrow the s!ntus quo." 

Lawmaker Sheng Fu-hsiung agreed changes are needed. 
"Most voters back the DPP 's various reforrns but are 

reluctant to support us because our pfatform leaves them 
with fears," he said. 

··we arc obligated to change its wording to show that we 
an: a responsible party." 

Fiji ... 
Continued from page 12 

Ze:iland st,111dards bec1usc 
Suva has a lot in common with 
New Zealand and because 
New Zealand is geographi
cally closer to Fiji than other 
countries. 

Work will focus on improv-

ing .:xisting racilitics such as 
footpaths. roads. strccl light
ing and parks, among other 
things. 

Councilor Bhika says it is 
time Suva clwnges its entire 
look. cspccially whcn it is ex
pected to hc a key part or 
millcnium cclcbrations in l'i_ji. 

Ile hopes ratepayers will 
share the council's enthusi
asm and efforts. 

VINYL SIGNS: For indoor/outdoor with col
ors, style and quality, on wood, glass, metal, 
plastic cloth and walls, designed in computer 
graphics, artistically dratted, composed with 
a lot of talent and knowledge, is now avail
able at Younis Art Studio, Inc. 

VINYL BANNERS: On cloth and plastic 
materials, from 1-5 feet wide and length from 
3 feet to 50 or 75 feet and more, with any 
color, letters size and.style and rich graph
ics. 

Also hand painted signs and banners, artis
tically designed and colored on any mate
rial surface of all sizes. 

DIGITAL PRINT: Signs for inside markets/ 
stores/shops in full colors with print of the 
goods/merchandise on plastic sheets/ 
boards or on transparencies on special pa
per or cloth for ceiling hang for display or 
above shelves, counters and merchandise 
stands, can easily be produced by the tal
ented and capable sign makers at YAS Sign 
System. 

Full color digital print for back light in shops 
window or special display in the outdoor, 
such as food items, drinks cosmetics, per
fumes, jewelry and many more. 

Vinyl signs are durable, colorful and guar
anteed to last for five to seven years in all 
weather conditions and stands heat tem
perature 40-180 degrees Fahrenheit. 

For all signs need, please visit or call 

at a Younis Art Studio, Inc., in Garapan. 
Telephone Nos. 234-6341 ¥ 234-7578 ¥ 

234 .. g7g7 ¥ 234 .. 9272 or Fax No. 234-9271. 
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Euro Ill 
By THOMAS WAGNER 

TOKYO (AP) - The curo. 
the new common currency 
that is expected to increase 
Europe ·s econo111ic power 
and eventual Iv ri,·al the U.S. 
dollar on w~rlc.J I11arkets. 
enjoyed a quiet c.Jcbut in in
ternational trading in Am
tral ia anc.J Asia on Monday. 

The day's first dealings in 

\ 

the euro had been expected 
to be cautious and subdued, 
and that was clearly the case 
in Sydney. where electronic 
tr:.iding began at the ungodly 
hour of 5 a.m. (1800 gmt). 
am! in other markets such as 
Japan's and Hong Kong's. 

It was still dark in the fi
nancial c.Jistrict of Sydney 
when trading starteu be
tween banks via brokers. but 
lights could be seen frolll 
,;me of their offices in the 
skyscrapers. 

At the Westpac Bank for
ei!rn exchange trading room. 
th~re was a-hum of ~ctivity 
from traders and media tak
ing pictures and television 
footage of the opening of 
trade in the euro. 

DrcsseJ in white shins and 
tics. traders gazed intently 
at their computer screens. 
but 111any also took b;·cak:; 
in search of coffee and crois
sants for breakfast. 

At one Jcsk. an European 
Union fla!l :tnd a Swiss fla'! 
were perc\1cd atop a tcrmi-
nal. Nearby stood a small 
Japanese flag. 

In general. trading in the 
euro was light anJ unevent
fu I. 

"People are just having a 
small punt so they can say 
they dealt in the curo," said 
\Va\'ne Raven. a senior man
age;· of W cs tpac · s corporate. 
currency and commodity di
\·1;ion. 

In Tokyo anc.J Hong Kong. 
where euro trading also be
gan early. Yasuhisa 
Morikuni, a Bank of 
America executive. said: "IL 
has been quiet so far. We 
haven't seen any surprises 
this morning." 

The infant currency was 

Clerk Ayako Ogura displays traveler's check denominated in the euro 
at the main office of the Fuji Bank in Tokyo on Monday. The new 
European single currency made its debut in Japan and Asia on Monday 
with little fanfare. AP 

launched at midnight Thurs
day in Europe, following the 
announcement of official fixed 
conversion rates for the euro 
against the 11 participating 
European currencies. 

For example, the rates made 
the euro worth 1.95583 Ger
man marks, 6.55957 French 
francs. 1936.27 Italian lire and 
166.386 Spanish pesetas. On 
tvlonday, the euro was ex
pected to start trading arounJ 
the world at J 32.80 Japanese 
yen, 1.89 Australian dollars, 
70 British pence, and I. J 6675 
U.S. dollars. 

Several hours after trading 
began in Sydney, the euro was 
quoted by buyers and sellers 
atSl.1747andal 133.17yen. 

In general, Asian institu
tions were buying the new 
currency and European ones 
were selling it, dealers said. 

In Tokyo, the euro was trad
ing at $1.1755, dealers said. 

Australia was the first ma
jor financial market to trade 
the euro since the 11 Euro
pean currencies merged to 
form it. However, the currency 
did traue lightly in Bombay, 
India, on Friday, where mar
kets openeJ despite the New 
Year's holiday. 

Many banks in Asia spent 
the weekend preparing to 
launch the worlu 's euro trad
ing. On Monday, most of the 
modified computer systems 
were working just fine, but at 

1 Euro launch positive for Australia 
CANBERRA (Reuters) -
The introduction of Europe's 
new single currency, the 
curo, was a ''net positive" 
for Australia. and could help 
European investment flow 
here. Australia's Acting 
Prime Minister and Trade 
Minister Tim Fischer said 
on Monday. 

"In the broad it creates us 
many opportunities as it does 
headaches, and I sec it being 
a net positive and m:ty even 
help investment flows from 
Europe in this direction." 
Fischerto!J Reuters, follow-

ing the euro's official debut in 
Sydney. 

"'It bas been a splendid step 
forwarJ. So far all has gone 
smoothly, but the real crunch 
for many will come when the 
French franc and the 
deu tschmmk and other curren
cies cease to exist completely 
in the year 2002," he said. 

Trnde in the curo flowed 
smoothly, but quietly, in early 
trade with the euro opening at 
US$1.l747, and remaining 
within a tight range. 

This was above the 
US$l. J 685/90 rate ;mnounccJ 

by the European Commis
sion on Thursday when it 
locked in the conversion 
rate for the 11 European 
Monetary Union members 
transfetTing to the new cur
rency. 

The euro officially came to 
lifeonJanuary I, though trade 
did not being until markets 
opened fort he new ye:ir, with 
first trades at 1800 GMT 
(0500 Syuncy time). 

"Austrnlian is happy lo 
have been one of the first 
off the block with early trad· I 
ing," Fischer said. 

......... iadebut 

Sitting around a monitor with a small flag· of the European Union on 
it, dealers work on the Tokyo foreign exchange market Monday 
morning. The euro, Europe's new single currency, made its debut on 
the Japanese market Monday, with the new currency traded at 
around 132 yen. AP 

least one bank in Sydney re
ported minor problems with 
its screens as trading opened. 

On Sunday. speculation ran 
high in Asian newspapers 
about just what the euro would 
do to the region's troubled 
economies. 

"With the financial crisis in 
Asia and Russia causing anxi
eties about the dollar-domi
nated currency system. the 
eyes of the world are on the · 
euro, which has a chance of 
rivaling the U.S. dollar," 
Japan's Mainichi newspaper 
said in a front-page story. 

For those who might have 
missed the point, the article's 
headline read: "Topple the 
Dollar's Dominance!" 

The European nations that 
launched the euro represent 20 
percent of world economic out
put and 18 percent of world 
trade, and they will be a power
ful player in the world economy. 

In fact, one goal of the cur
rency is for it to help the Euro
pean Union forge a common 
market that is able to stand its 
ground against the United 
States anJ Asia. 

For the first time in decades, 
the U.S. dollar will have a ri
val as the currency of choice 
for world trade and govern
ment reserves, a real change 
in Asia, where it has long been 

dominant. 
In Beijing; Sunday's offi

cial China Daily newspaper 
said that Chinese companies 
should find it easier to raise 
money and sell goods in Eu
rope with its new currency. 

That could be a real asset 
in Asia, where many coun
tries are fighting brutal eco
nomic crises that began in 
July 1997, with huge devalu
ations in their currency and 
stock markets and a massive 
exodus of foreign investment. 

But the China Daily also said 
the euro is creating new head
aches, in part because ex
change rate risks have in
creased as international mar
kets adjust to the currency. 

While trading in the euro 
began Monday, the first busi
ness day since New Year's, 
euro bills and coins will not 
be introduced until January 
2002. 

Euro trading was expected 
to get off to a slow start in 
Asia - and later in the day 
in Europe and New York -
with few players apart from 
the big international banks 
taking positions. 

It also could take weeks 
for large ins ti tu tional inves
tors to be confiuent enough 
to start taking large positions 
in the market. 

Malaysia ready to trade in 
single European currency 
KL ALA LUMPUR, Malaysia 
(AP) - Malaysia believes a 
common Eu rope an cu rrc ncy 
will enable the country to re
duce its Jcpendence on the U.S. 
dollar, a Malaysian newspaper 
said Sunday. 

In the first Malaysian com
ment on the euro, Special Func
tions Minister Daim Zainuudin 
ckscribed its launch Friday :1s a 
good development, the New 
Sunday Times quotetl him as 
:-iaying. 

I le was quoted as saying that 

it would prov idc mm petition to 
the greenback. 

"We arc really to use the curo 
in trading with European trad
ers and that will enable us to 
reduce the use of the dollar in 
our trade," he said. 

Daim said 70 percent of 
Malaysia's ti·ade now was con
ducted in the dollar. /\skcJ 
whether the curo would affect 
the ringgit, the Malaysian cur
rcney, he said, "So l'ar it has not 
al'fcctcd the ringgit. We alsD 
havc thc eurcJ in our reserves." 

NO ONE DESERVES CANCER, SO BE SCREENED FOR ll 

Malaysia set to curb 
company directorship 

By Jalil Hamid 
KUALA LUMPUR (Reuters) 
-Malaysia has decided to rein in 
company directors who sit on too 
many boards, but the move is not 
expected to shake up corporate 
governance in the country. 

The government announced on 
Friday that a person may only be 
a director for up to five publicly 
listed companies and IO privately 
held firms, meaning a maximum 
of 15 companies. 

In Malaysia, majority share
holders normally have seats on 
the board of companies they con
trol and dozens hold directorships 
in more than five listed firms. 

But share analysts said on Sun
Jay that the new rules would not 
change the landscape of corpo
rate governance or ownership. 

"I don't think the move will 
lead Lo major structural change in 
the way corporates are governed 
or owned in Malaysia," said Yeoh 
Keat Seng, head of research at 
Smith Zain Securities, a MetTill 
Lynch associate. 

Analysts said there were a num
ber of majority slrnreho!Jers who 
were not represented on the boards 

of their companies. 
Yeoh cited Malaysian tycoon 

Ananda Krishnan who was not 
represented in Tan jong Pie, which 
he controlled. 

Second Finance Minister 
Mustapa Mohamed said on Fri
day about 50 businessmen were 
now known to be holding direc
torships in more than five listed 
companies. 

No names were mentioned but 
analysts said Halim Saad, the ex
ecutive chairman of diversified 
inuustrial group Renong • might 
be one of them. 

Renong has nine listed subsid
iaries or associates. 

A leading Malaysian newspa
per said the ruling cou!J answer 
long-awaited calls for corporate 
transparency. 

'The investing public has long 
been heard complaining about the 
unsatisfactory situation of indi
viduals being on the boarJ of two 
many of these companies," the 
New Sunday Times said in an 
editorial. 

But it also said the new policy 
was unclear. 

"For instance. can a maJority 

An.war's trial .seen. a.s 
Malaysia soap 9pera 

By Reme Ahmad 
KUALA LUMPUR,Ja11 .. 3 
(Reuters) "S~11,. SJaye," 
screamed .a newspaper head[ine. 

'We Were Sodomised;" said 
another. ·· · · · 

"Stains on MattTesi; Belong. to 
Anwru·, Shamsidar," said a third. 

Welcome to Malaysia, a pre
dominantly Moslem country 
which cuts out kissing scenes in 
movies mid frowns on rock stm-s 
with long hair. 

The sex and co1111ptiot1 trial of 
ousted finance minister Anwar 
Ibrahim has unkashcd lurid testi
mony wildly at odds with the 
nation's conservative ways. 

The proscrnlion in the eight
week-old trial says it has exposed 
the alleged sordiJ lifestyle that 
doomed Anwar. 

Prosecution wiu1esses have told 
of trysts involving Anwar. men 
and women in a posh apartment. 
Prosecutors have produced a mat
tress spotted with stains and a 
government chemist testified 
some of them were caused by 
Anwar's semen. 

Anwm·'s ex-driver has told the 
capital's High Court he was the 
fonner cabinet minister's homo
sexual slave. 

Television news shows daily 
footage of trendy women parad
ing out of the. courthouse into 
sports scdims. 

"The whole thing is like watch
ing 'Dallas', "Falcon Crest' and 
'Dynasty' rolled into one," a jour
nalist who covers the trial said, 
referring to popular · U.S. soap 
opcrns. 

"[ feel embamisscd at having 
my kids watch the news nowa
days. Semen-stained mattresses. 

much,'' ~;,id Alice, a financial 
rnanag~ra~q mother of two . ."l 
alreridy.have trouble explaining 
to riif.cll.ildren how we get ba
bies." 
.· . SC)rne aeademiC:S areworriecL 

"I don't. know. what all these 
revelations are teaching our chil
dren," said Mohamed Jamil, a 
universi_ty lecturer. 

"My won-y is what they read 
today they will do tomorrow." 

"I've stopped i·ead ing the de
tail, in the new,papcrs after the 
mallrcss ;ippcarcd, .. s:1id Shccr,:n 
/\ziz. J school teacher. "[t's quite 
embarrassing.·· 

Anwar, sack,:d ,tnd an't'.Stcd in 
September. has plended notguilty 
to five counts each of co1111ption 
,1ml sodomy. 

His dismissal and am;st trig
gered unprecedented protests by 
his supporters against Prime Min
ister Mah,1thir Mohamad, whD 
has been in power for 17 years. 

The Jemonstrations, broken up 
by riot police, have tapered offin 
recent weeks. 

Anwar, 51, says he was framed 
by associates of M11hathir, 73. 
His lawyers have. sought to dis
credit prosecution witnesses. 

While a cubinct minister, 
Anwar was a highly-respected 
leader with a revered Islamic back
ground. 

Anwar is accused oflurning his 
family's former chauffer into a 
sex. slave and· sodomising bis 
adopted brother and former 
speechwriter, who were each sen
tenced to six. months in jail in 
September ufler pleading guilty 
to being sodomised by him. 

Continued on page 22 

shareho!Jer or one with a control
Ii ng stake continue to be director'! 
What about the distinction be
tween executive and non-execu
tive directors?" the newspaper 
asked. 

··Jt is impractical .. .If strictly 
enforceJ, it will limit the ability 
of accounting firms, lawyers and 
company secretaries to act as di
rectors for foreign and local in
vestors;' it added. 

Special Functions Minister 
Daim Zainudtlin sought at the 
weekend to ease concerns about 
the new ceiling on directorships. 

"They can keep their stake but 
they must not hold more than five 
directorships," the New Sunday 
Times quoted Daim as telling re
porters in the north Malaysian 
state of KeJah. 

A group of Malaysians, holding posters to welcome the year 1999, 
celebrate at Merdeka Square (Independent Square in English) Friday 
in Kuala Lumpur. AP 
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We Design.&.. Print .. 
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Clinton to push tax cuts 
By Arshad Mohammed 

WASHINGTON (Rcutcrs)
Prcsident Bill Clinton will pro
pose .. targeted" tax cuts in his 
new budget. including a tax 
credit that· he will unveil on 
Monday for people who pro
vide long-term care to relatives, 
a U.S. official said on Sunday. 

"The tax initiatives will be 
paid for. as they were in the 
past, and they will be targeted 
to the needs that are most im
porlanl to the American people:· 
Office of Management and Bud
get Director Jack Lew told 
CNN's ··Late Edition" 
programme. 

Lew offered a brief preview 
of the president's budget for fis
cal 200CL which begins on Oct. 
I and will be sent to the Repub
lican-controlled Congress in 
s<.!veral weeks. 

He said Clinton would pro
pose new spending as well as 
focused tax cuts, but said these 
would all be "paid for" - budget 
jargon meaning that their cost 
would be offset by cutting other 
programmes or raising other 
revenues. 

The president himself an
nounced one large spending in
crease on Saturday. saying he 
would ask Congress to boost 
military spendi;g by $12 bil
lion in fiscal 2000, the first 
major rise in the U.S. defence 
budget in a decade. 

Washington ended nearly 
three decades of deficit spend
ing last year, announcing a sur
plus of about $70 billion for 
fiscal 1998, which ended on 
Sept. 30. Propelled by the ro
bust U.S. economy, surpluses 
are also expected for fiscal 1999 

Chelsea Clinton (left) and first lady Hillary Rodham Clinton take one last 
stroll along the beach in the late afternoon Friday before leaving Hilton 
Head Island, S.C. AP 

Mars lander launched 
to dig for frozen water 

By MARCIA DUNN . . . .. •.·•. ·.. . . ·.>··. . ..• ··••· .•. ·... . • • 
CAPE CA~AVERAL,. Flc,rida (AP) ;_A Mars lllUder.(!flu_ip_§d 
with a robe>! arm and shovel rocketed away3undayo~1147qp-ii!IJ.9n7. 
miJ.e(756 million-kilometer) quest to uncoverfrozenwiitrrneat'try~ 
planet's South Pole. . . . . . . . . ·.· . ··· .. ···. · < 

NASA's Mars Polar Lander took off aboard ;rBoeing rocket at 
exactly3:21 p.m, (2021 GMT). . 

The rain that managers had feared stayed away, allowing NASA 
to meet the instantaneous)aunch window ~~f pile an overcast sky. 

1.ess. than an. hour later ,Jhe final· rock~t motor ~red,. kicking the 
Polai;ymdpr outofEarthorbit and putting hon an 1 I-month course 
for?yiars: I:.,iiuneh umnagsrs cheered and applllUded. .· ..... 
•..•.. ·•~y ,birthday is. t.omo,:row and this is just about the best birthday 

· prese~tryeeverJi~~··' s~idproject scientist Richard Zurek, who is 
. tuxning52. "lli~ht.npw, J'1'1'l feeling alot younger than .that." 

and 2000. 
However, Lew said Clinton 

would stick to his pledge not to 
spend the budget surplus until 
the Social Security system is 
reformed and would continue to 
pursue fiscal discipline, saying 
this had led to "surpluses as far 
as the eye can see." 

Although he would not offer 
many details, Lew said Clinton 
would put forward a proposal 
on Monday to give a tax credit 
to people who provide long-term 
care to aging or sick relatives .. 

"With the aging of the Ameri
can population and the increas
ing level of disability amongst 
older people and others, long
term care and the burden on 
people taking care of relatives 
with disabilities has really been 
growing," he said. 

.. Tomorrow the president is 
going to announce an initiative 
that ;,ill include a tax credit for 

Bill Clinton 

people who provide long-term 
care," he said, giving no details. 
"That's just an example of the 
kind of initiative that you 'II be 
seeing on the tax side." 

Cli~ton has made a practice 
of proposing targeted tax cuts 
in recent years years, tailoring 
them to benefit lower-and 
middle-income people in spe
cific areas like higher educa-

tion. 
Lew said Clinton would keep 

his promise not .to spend the 
surplus until the Social Secu
rity system is reformed to avert 
its projected bankruptcy when 
the "Baby Boom" generation 
begins to retire in the next cen
tury. 

"The centrepiece oflast year's 
budget was the commitment to 
not spend the surplus until we 
fix Social Security first. That 
will also be the centrepiece of 
this year's budget," Lew said. 

"This budget ... will focus on 
a combination of fiscal disci
pline and investing in our pri
orities," he said. 

"We don't think that's a 
choice you can make. We have 
seen that fiscal ll.iscipline pays 
off. We have turned from a sea 
of red ink to a sea of black ink -
surpluses. as far as the eye can 
see." 

Senators disagree on plan 
to speed up Clinton's trial 

By Caren Bohan 
WASHINGTON (Reuters) 
- Members of the U.S. Sen
ate disagreed sharply on Sun
day on a plan to expedite the 
impeachment trial of Presi
dent Bill Clinton. as several 
Republicans urged a full-scale 
procee<ling with witnesses. 

With a trial to weigh 
Clinton·s removal from of
fice expected to begin within 
a week. one prominent Re
publican senator, Arlen Spec
ter or Pennsylvania, said he 
believed Clinton himsclC 
should appear before the lcg
islatiH lmdy to testify. 

Mca11whik. several sen,1-
tors said tlie president should 
considcrdel;rying his State or 
the Union address. planned 
for Jan. I 9, if the trial is not 
wrapped up hy the time he is 
to deliver the speech. 

"l think it would be un
seemly and distracting for the 
president to be giving a State 
of the Union address to Con
gress while he was undertrial in 
the Senate," Sen. Slade Gorton, 
a Washington Republican, told 
NBC's "Meet the Press" 
programme. 

Gorton and Sen. Joseph 
Lieberman, Democrat of Con
necticut, were the first to con
ceive of the bipartisan plan for 
a condensed impeachment trial. 

The plan, which was later 
floated by the Senate's top Re
publican, Majority Leader Trent 
Lott, would allow for an early 
"test vote" to sec whether the 
required two-thirds of senators 
would back the president's 
ouster if the substance of alle
gations in the Monica 
Lewinsky case were proven 
true. 

The vote would be taken 
after summary arguments 
from both sides and no wit-

Sen. Robert Torricelli, 0-N.J. (right), talks about a proposal to avoid a 
lengthy Senate trial of President Clinton as Sen. Phil Gramm, A-Texas, 
listens during NBC's 'Meet the Press' Sunday in Washington. AP 

ncsses wou!d need to be called. 
If the preliminary vote failed to 
show support for expelling 
Clinton, the Senate could then 
move on to consider censure. 

The Senate has been left to 
find a resolution to the impeach
ment issue after the Republi
can-dominated House of Rep
resentati vcs, in a vote cast 
mostly along party lines, lasl 
month approved two articles of 
impeachment charging Clinton 
with lying under oath and ob
structing justice. The charges 
stem from his affair with 
Lewinsky, a former White House 
intern. 

Democratic senators airing their 
views on Sunday political talk 
shows were generally supportive 
of the bipartisan proposal that Lott 
has been working on with Senate 
Democratic Leader Tom Daschlc. 

Sen. Robert Torricelli, a New 
Jersey Democrat, called the pro
posal a "working blueprint" that 
could help wrap up an issue many 
Americans say they have tired of. 

But Republicans were divided. 
Sen. Thad Cochran, Republi

can of Mississippi, said he per
sonally would endorse the Lott 

compromise, but said it will 
need to be discussed among 
other senators. "If it isn't ac
ceptable then we may have to 
make amendments to it or 
changes to it to accommodate 
all senators," he told CBS's 
"Face the Nation" programme. 

Sen. Phil Gramm, a Texas 
Republican known for his 
strong conservative views, 
said on "Meet the Press" that a 
trial was needed because the 
president, although acknowl
edging an improper relation
ship with Lewinsky, has dis
puted charges that he lied un
der oath and obstructed jus
tice. "We've got to hear from 
both sides to do justice," he 
said. 

Pennsylvania's Spec.tcr, a 
moderate who has said publicly 
in the past he did not think re
moving Clinton was in the 
nation's best interests, said semi
tors nevertheless had a duty to 
hold a trial, complete with wit
nesses. 

"The Constitution calls for 
a trial," he said, emphasising 
his desire to hear directly from 
the president. 
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To cope with crises 

I MF seeks broader role 
WASHINGTON (Reuters) -
Bigger central bank reserves, 
more transparent financial sys
tems and iin enhanced role for 
the International Monetary Fund 
are possible responses to last 
year's financial crises, a senior 
IMF official said on Sunday. 

IMF First Deputy Managing 
Director Stanley Fischer said 
countries with large reserves 
had, by and large, coped better 
with the turmoil than those with 
smaller ones, and this was likely 
to prompt countries to rethink 
their reserve policy. 

But efforts by emerging mar
ket economies to create current 
account surpluses to build up 
reserves could have a deflation
ary impact on the world 
economy, he said. 

The text of his remarks, pre
pared for delivery at the Ameri
can Economic Association in 

New York, was released in 
Washington in advance. 

"While volatility and conta
gion will always be with us, we 
can surely do better in reducing 
the frequency and intensity of 
emerging market financial cri
sis, and the extent of contagion, 
than we have in the last five 
year," he said. 

The IMF admits it was caught 
by surprise at the speed with 
which national financial prob
lems spread, and at the way in 
which a crisis which started 18 

· months ago in Thailand became 
a plague infecting almost all the 
developing worl'd. 

The fund responded with a 
string of international rescue 
deals, using its own money and 
cash from other lenders to try to 
prevent the problems getting out 
of hand. 

Economic output is slowing 
. ,. ., '. . 
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of the cabinet, submitted his ernment," Mohme said . 

around the world, although the 
IMF's last World Economic 
Outlook, released last month, 
still sees world growth of 2.2 
percent this year. 

Fischer said he expected fewer 
pegged exchange rates in the 
future as countries drew lessons 
from problems in Asia. 

"The virulence of the recent 
crisis is likely to shift the bal
ance toward the choice of more 
flexible exchange rate systems, 
including crawling pegs with 
wide bands," he said. 

He said the IMF could build 
on its latest experiences to be
come an international lender of 

last resort - like a national cen
tral bank which can provide 
unlimited funds to a bank which 
has short-term problems and can 
provide collateral. 

"I would argue that the Inter
national Monetary Fund, al
though it is not an international 
central bank, has undertaken 
certain important lender of last 
resort functions in the current 
system - and that role can be 
made more effective in a re
formed international financial 
system," he said. 

Long-standing proposals for 
reform include more openness 
about transactions· of central 

banks and others, better rules 
on banks and bankruptcy and 
efforts to "bail in" the private 
sector to ensure private lenders 
share the burden of rescuing 
countries which get into finan~ 
cial trouble. 

"The crises of the last five 
years have revealed major weak
nesses in the structure of the 
international economy ... Fischer 
said. 

"It is urgent to start develop
ing and implementing the solu
tions. Among them is the fur
ther development of the role of 
the international lender of last 
resort." 

Bees are dusted off of Luis Gamboa, 50, after he holds a demonstration promoting his honey, in a zoo in Lima, 
Peru Saturday. Gamboa, who has sold honey for 20 years, performs his bee demonstration all over Peru. AP 
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2israe11T;arp1anes ·attack 
Hezbollah and a radio station.' men from lsrael 's self-styled 

He said the house was badly 
damaged. Ahmed Ayyoub said By MORSHED OANDASH 

BAALBEK, Lebanon (AP) 
- Israeli warplanes attacked 
suspected guerrilla positions 
in eastern Lebanon on Sun
dav. wounding sjx people. 
Le-banese security officials 
said. 

The offidals said.the vic
tims included a Lebanese 
woman and four daughters. 

In Jerusalem. the Israeli 
armv said in a statement that 
its jets "attacked terrorist in
frastructure targets" including 
a training base used by 

"Both targets were outside "security zone" in southern 
.populated areas,'' the army Lebanon. 
statement said. Israel set up the zone in 1985 

Hezbollah is leading a guer- to try ·to shield its northern 
rill a struggle to try to oust towns from cross-border guer-
some 1 ,50_0_Israeli soldiers and ril la attacks. 
their allied Lebanese militia- The Lebanese security offi-

cials said Israeli jets fired two 
air-to-surface missiles at 
Hezbollah 's Voice of the Op
pressed radio station near the 
ancient Roman city of 
Baalbek, damaging its trans
mitter. The station went off 
the air. 

The four raiding jets also 
fired four missiles at the hills 
around the villages of Nabi 
Sheet and Janta, about 23 ki
lometers ( 14 miles) southeast 
of Baalbek, they said. They 
spoke on customary condition 
of anonymity. 

The officials said the 
mother, identified as 55-year
old Hamdah Ayyoub, was 
wounded during the raid on 
Janta along with four daugh
ters. Witnesses said they were 
not badly hurt. 

· he was not at home at the ti me . 
of the attack. 

A man was wounded in the 
same raid; .ihe officials said. 
The Christian Voice of Leba
non radio station said he was a 
Syrian soldier. 

Anti-aircraft gunners of the 
Lebanese army and the Ira
nian-backed Hezbollah guer
rilla group fired at the jets but 
apparently did not hit them, 
the officials said. 

It was the second Israeli at
tack on J anta in less than two 
weeks. On Dec. 22, Israeli 
warplanes struck suspected 
guerrilla bases there, killing a 
Lebanese woman and six of 
her children. 

Hezbollah. or the Party of 
God, retaliated with a barrage 
of Katyusha rockets into 
northern Israel that injured one 
person. Fifteen others were 
treated for shock. 

An Israeli man looks at a bombed house that was hit in a Katyusha_ roc~et attack at the northern city of Kiryat 
Shemona last Wednesday. Israeli jets this week conducted an air raid in eastern Lebanon. AP 

Ayyoub's husband, Ahmed, 
60, told reporters that.his wife 
and daughters were wounded 
by shrapnel from a missile that 
fell 50 meters (yards) from 
their house. 

Sunday's air raid came a day 
after Hezbollah's secretary
general, Sheik Hassan 
Nasrallah, warned that his 
group would bombard north
ern Israel with rockets again 
if the Jewish state carried out 
its threat to attack deep inside 
Lebanon. 

Netanyahu ally forms party ahead of Israel elections 
rated by splits in Netanyahu's Netanyahu, Lieberman - a 

By Havakuk Levison 
TEL A. Vl\/ (Reuters) - ls
rac Ii lcaucr Benjamin 
Netanyahu's longtime ally 
Avi edor Lieberman 
laun~hcd a new party on Sun
uay. aiming to rally the sup
port of Russian-speaking Is
raelis around the prime min
ister ahead of May elections. 

But political analysts dif
fered on whether hi, Yisracl 
Baiu,inu pan, - Hebrew for 
"'Israel is Our llornc·· - would 
help or hurl i\ctanyahu. 

\lichacl Ic:i1arL a loy:rlist 
in Nctanyahu·s Likud party. 
predicted Lieberman. who 
was instrumental in solidi
fying Netanyahu's control 
over Likud, would hurt the 
party by taking votes away 
in the Mav 17 elections. 

Promisi~g a social revolu
tion. Liebe;man, who immi
gratcu to Israel 20 years ago, 
told a news conference: "I 
intend to act with all of my 
power so that Benjamin 
Netanyahu is elected prime 
minister. 

But Lieberman, formerly 
Netanyahu's chief of staff 
and a fellow survivor of a 
corruption scand;il which 
ensnared them both, imme
diately ignited a public row 
by vowing to topple the "po
lice state"' he saiu Israel had 
become. 

His opening salvo - an at
tack on police, state pros
ecutors ant.I Israel's Supreme 
Court - prompted an outpour
ing of criticism across the 
political spectrum. 

Benjamin Netanyahu 

Nctanyahu ·s office issued a 
statcme;1l saying Lieberman 
spoke for himself alone. 

"'I was opposed to the for
mation of this list. I felt there 
is no room for more lists. It 
only increases the fragmenta
tion in the public,'" Netanyahu 
told reporters. 

Lieberman helped to chart 
Netanyahu's meteoric rise w 
power but failed as chief of 
staff to stop the Israeli leader 
from lurching from crisis to 
crrs1s. 

When prosecutors finally 
closed the case against him in 
1997 in connection with the 
short-lived appointment of a 
new attorney-general, they 
said suspicions lingered that 
he had had a role in the scan
dal. 

He resigned the chief-of
staff job t;o months later. 

At his Tel Aviv news con
ference, Lieberman alleged 
that police had brought 
charges against three Israeli 
politicians not for suspected 
crimes but because of their 

Avigdor Lieberman 

political stances. 
"'When I say we've become 

a police state, I mean it. When 
I say I have no faith in the 
justice system and law en
forcement in the state of Is
rael, I mean it... We need po-
1 ice who look for the murder
ers and rapists and not the 
newspaper head I ines," he said. 

Lieberman's party could 
loosen the grip of former So
viet Jewish dissident, Indus
try and Trade Mi nistcr Na tan 
Sharansky, on the one in ev
ery six Israelis who hail from 
the former Soviet Union. 

Buoyed by hundreds of thou
sands of immigrants arriving 
since 1989, Sharansky's 
Yisrael ba-Aliya party - "Is
rael of Immigration" - came 
out of nowhere in 1996 na
tional elections with the clout 
to make or break Netanyahu 's 
government. 

Israel's parliament is due to 
give final approval on Mon
day to advancing elections 
planned for 2000 to May 17, 
1999. The vote was precipi-

rightist coalition over a land- opponent of ceding West Ban 
for-security peace deal with land - was quoted in 1997 a, 
Palestinians. saying he opposed Israel 'c 

While still an aide to "sucking up" to Arabs. 

Amnon Lipkin-Shahak (top right) tours the traditionally Likud party 
stronghold of Kiryat Shemona in northern Israel Thursday. Llpkin
Shahak, a retired general, kicked off his election campaign for prime 
minister. AP 
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Arabs m.eet on Iraq stand 
By SALAH NASRAWI 

CAIRO, Egypt (AP) -The for
eign ministers of four Arab coun
tries held secret talks in Egypt to try 
to forge a united strategy on Iraq. 
Arab diplomats said Sunday. 

The diplomats said that the for
eign ministers of Saudi Arabia. 
Syria and Yemen met al the invita
tion of Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Moussa on Saturday al the 
Red Sea rcsrn1 of 1-lurghada, 415 
kilometers (255 miles) southeast 
of Cairo. 

They saiu the ministers agreeu to 
lobby the Arab League to put off a 
meeting on Iraq indefinitely for 
fear that it will fllliher split Arab 
ranks. 

ll1e diplomats spoke on custom
ary conuition of anonymity. 

Arab League foreign ministers 
hat.I been scheduleu to meet al the 
league's headqua11ers in Cairo in 
Dccembertodiscuss American and 
British airstrikes on Iraq. The Dec. 
16-19 attacks were to intended to 
punish the regime of Iraqi leader 
Saddam Hussein for failing to co
operate with U. N. weapons inspec
tors. 

At the request of Gulf states. led 
by Saudi Arabia. the meeting was 

put off until Jan. 24. 
On Sunday. Arab League Secre

tary-General EsmatAbdel-Meguid 
told rcponers that there were no 
moves afoot to further delay a for
eign ministers' meeting on Iraq. 

Talaat Hamid, spokesman for the 
22-member league, said Sunday 
that there has been no fmmal re
quest to cancel orputofftheJan. 24 
meeting. 

Spokesmen for the Egyptian and 
Syrian foreign ministers declineu 
comment on the rcp01t of the 
Hurghada meeting. An official at 
the Yemen Embassy in Cairo would 
say only that Yemeni Foreign Min
ister Abdul-Kader Bajammal was 
in Egypt. 

The Gulf states, especially Ku
wait and Saudi Arabia. have not 
forgiven Saddam for his 1990 in
vasion of Kuwait. which sparked 
the 1991 Gulf War. 

The diplomats said that Egypt 
and Saudi Arabia would prefer lo 
see bilateral discussions or small 
meetings on Iraq. 

This, they said. would deprive 
Saddam's regime of possibly us
ing the league as a platform for 
anti-Western rhetoric. 

Iraq protested postponement of 

the foreign ministcrs's meeting. 
accusing the government of Egyp
tian President Hosni Mubarak of 
maste1minding the move on behalf 
of Kuwait and Saudi Arabia. 

Iraq calls the airstrikes a viola
tion of international law and has 
accused the United States and Brit
ain of working to prolong the U.N. 
sanctions imposed after Iraq's in
vasion of Kuwait. 

It wants Arab suppo1t in getting 
the sanctions lifted. 

The sanctions, which limit the 
sale of oil and bar most trade trans
actions, have seriously damaged 
lraq·s economy. 

'n1e U.N. Security Council says 
the sanctions will not be lifted until 
Iraq fulfills Gulf War cease-fire 
resolutions that call for the climi
natio11 of its weapons of mass de
slrnction. 

The 1-Iurghada meeting came 
amid rising tension between Egypt 
and Iraq. Papers in the two coun
tries have been trading insults since 
Mubarak strongly criticized 
Saddam last week. 

Mubarak was quoted by Egypt's 
Al-Gomhuriya newspaper on Dec. 
28 as saying that while he opposed 
the American and British airstrikes. 

Militant leader accuses CIA 
By ASHOK SHARMA 

NEW DELHI, India (AP) - A 
Hindu militant leader says reports 
of his followers attacking mem
bers of India's tiny Christian mi
nority are pa11 of a CIA plot to 
discredit rightist groups and put 
Sonia Gandhi in power, newspa
pers reponed Sunday. 

1l1e Vishwa Hindu Parishad. or 
the World Hindu Council. said 
without substantiation in a state
ment it was being targeted as pa11 
of··a global conspiracy" because it 
was linked to tht: right-wing 
Bharatiya Janata Party that kads 
the governing coalition. the Pio
neer newspaper rcportcu. 

Giriraj Ki shore. the YJIP"s vice 
prcsid1.:nl. was quoted in the Asian 
/\ge as saying the: goal was to cre
ate support for Congress Party 

leader Gandhi, an Italian-born 
Catholic. 

Right-wing groups often try to 
p011ray Hindus as being threatened 
by outsiders. even though Hindus 
are the ovc1whelming majority in 
India. 

Critics say the argument is over
blown and aimed at scaring Indi
ans into supporting a fringe politi
cal agenda. 

ll1e VI-IP said it had nothing to 
do with recent attacks on Chris
tians and church propeny that have 
created political problems for the 
BJP. 

The government is facing ue
mands from Christians ,mu moder
ate Hindus lo protect minorities. 
while its hard-core supporters arc 
calling on it to act against what they 
call the forci blc conversions of poor 

Hindus lo Christianity. 
Government investigators have 

blamed right-wing Hindu groups 
for the violence .against Christians 
in western India. 

The BJP has criticized the at
tacks and called for reli!!ious toler
ance, but refused to co,;,ider a ban 
on the YI-IP or the Baj rang Dal, two 
groups accused of orchestrating the 
attacks. 

Since Christmas, Dec. 25, Ill 
churches, prayer halls or Christian 
schools have been attacked by mobs 
wielding axes, iron b·ars, hammers 
and stones in western Gujarat stale. 

111c CIA has been spending mil
lions of dollars '"using some unem
ployed and proselytized people in 
lmlia·· to disgrace the VIII', The 
Pionccrncwspapcrquotcd Kishorc 
as saying without substarniation. 

Head of Israeli Labor party, Ehud Barak (left) is escorted by security during his visit up north. Earlier Sunday, 
a guard was arrested after he was overheard saying people like Barak "need to be murdered". AP 

he felt Saddam was responsible for 
creating the situ at ion that led to the 
attacks. 

"The rnling regime is the reason 

for all the problems ... and Egypt 
naturally docs not suppon this re
gime," the paper quoted him as 
saying. 

Iraqi women, in full Islamic black robes, pass by a portrait of President 
Saddam Hussein in front of the Imam Musa AI-Kadum mosque in 
Kadhimiya district of Baghdad on Wednesday. AP 

Senator . .. 
Co~ti_nL±_ec!frorn_eci_g~? 
choose for the power plant project. 

"The board has already made a 
decision based on what they think 
would be the best deal for the 
CNMI. But then we have some 
people who disagree with the board 
and call them incompetent. That's 
not fair:· Villagomez said. 

Without a new powcrplmit. CUC 
Ext:cutivc Dir.:clor Timothy 
Villagomez earfo:r told the Variety 
that the CNMI may face a serious 
power problem beginning this ye,u·. 

CUC projects a 1xiwer shortfall of 
12.9:1 megawalts by August 2(XX). 

1-lowevcr. the Office of the Pub-

us 9th . .. 
Continued from page 5 
Angcllo's disciimination C,Ls;c. 

'Ilic plaintiff had alleged the PSS 
:md its oflicials had discriminated 
against him when they turned down 
his application to the position of edu
cation commissioner. 

I lowcvc:r, th; ddi:mhu1ts claimed 
that Angello W,Ls never interviewed 
nor hired because he submillL~d his 
application papers late. 

·111ey said the plaintiff passed his 
application two weeks after the dead
line and the other applicant who w:Ls 
hin:d W,LS more qualilied. 

Angello included in his ,tppcal the 
discrimination case: involving his 
nonhiring :Ls vice principal or the 
Olcai Elcment,uy Sc!Kxil. 

According to the s1<1lemenl. the 
appellate comt "111lcd that a multilin
gual C:unlinim1 cm1didale with p1ior 
cxpe1i11ce had better qualificutions 

lie Auditor (OPA) has upheld an 
appeal filed by one of the losing 
bidders, the Pacific Marine Indus
trial Corp. (PMICJ. and called fora 
new round of selection process. 

OP A said the process used by 
CUC was '"flawed." 

CUC officials said they may 
bring OP A's rnling to coun. 

CUC eventually decided to issue 
out a new request for proJxJsal for 
an inucpcndent evaluator that will 
review the bids all over again. 

CUC\ Villagoma admitted lh,1l 
the prcx:ess could t"urthcrcausc delay 
in the consu11ction of the power pl :ml. 
but added that the move will remove 
douhL, n:g:u-ding thc selection pro
cess for the bids. 

and that the principal of the school 
who recommended tl1e hiring had 
(legitimate) concc:ms because of her 
fXLSl contacts with Angello wcthcr he 
could work well." 

'Ilic plaintiff 11:1xi11cdly ··failed to 
1cl1ul these 11:asons witl1 m1y evi
dence of pretext.'" He: had also ··fai kd 
todiscn:dit tl1edcfcndanl 'sproffcrcd 
reasons fornol hiring him and faikd 
to show that they intentionally dis
criminated against him," as lo his 
first claim of ,rL·tion. 

As 10 his motion to inhibit 
Munson becaus.: of conflict of in
terest since he al kgcd that the judge 
was renting a house from thcCNMI 
government. the US Ninth Circuit 
had held that the issue is without 
merit. 

The cou11 had also upheld the 
judge's dismissal or the for mer 
principal's claims that his First 
Amendment mid right to due process 
wen:: violated. 
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a dale such as billing, payroll. 

Anwar ... 
Cont~nu~_'!_!rom _e_a~ 17 

Both men have said they wet~ 
coerced by police to lie mid have 
appealed against their convictions. 

A government doctor said last 
week- there was no medical evi
c..lcnce that An war's adopted brother 
was a homosexual or had been 
sodomised. 

Anwar is alleged to have slept 
with Shamsidar Taharin. the wife 
of his forn1er private secretary. A 
witness told the trial last week that 
the mattress was stained with the 
pair's sexual fluids. 

Women who are witnesses ei-

FLAG to 
~ontinued from page~ 

Ch,umel 13 in the Philippines. She 
was the keynote speaker at FLAG's 
induction ceremony. 

In mi interview with the Vmiety. 
Roa suid she is glad to see that Filipino 
org,mizations abroad continue to hold 
the Philippines dear to their heai1s. 

She said she is fully supportive of 
FLAG's efforts to promote Philip
pine culture on Guam and will do her 
best to promote more cul turJ.1 interac
tion between Gu,un and the Philip
pines. 

Du1inl'. the FLAG induction cer
emony, Ne1i said FLAG has helped 
numerable chmitable causes over the 
years including the Ame1ican Red 
C.~mss ,uid the c~untless benefici,uics 
of the group ·s University of Guam 
scholai,hip gr.mL\. 

"Up to now. FLAG continues to 
make tremendous suides in die mea 
of public service. "\11c secret of our 

Hotel . .. 
Continued from pag_e? 

eating that Quinn is out. 
Ni;holson is using a wheelchair 

following a surgery on a fractured 
cervical spine caused by an auto
mobile accident. 

In his complaint, the plaintiff 
alle;;cd that the accommodation 
bei;g provided by the hotel is not 
accessible to persons with dis
abilities like him. 

Nichobon said PIC's parking 
lot does not comply with what has 
been prescribed under the Ameri
can Disabilities Act (ADA) since 
it is not located close to accessible 
routes. 

He also noted that PIC's load
inf! zones for persons with dis
abilities (PWDs) are not marked. 

He added that the hotel light
ing. its guest room. and the places 
where the goods and services were 
being offered were not accessible 
to PWDs. 

Marpi . .. 
Continued from page 5 

- -·-·- --- . - . -

it may take a year for the landfill 's 
const111ction to be completed. 

The RfP fort he landfill 's design 
was released early last year. 

Meantime, VillagomczsaidJohn 

Tenorio ... 
Continued from page 5 

I.u·ge parcel of land'' will have to be 
authorized hy the Board of Public 
Lands (BPLJ for the project. 

"We need a fairly large parcel of 
land in order to develop this pm-
ticular public market system," he 
said. 

ther fororagainst Anwar provide a 
daily side-show for the media. 

Aside from Shamsidar. television 
news programmes regulm-ly depict 
two other women - Nom1ala Yusof. a 
sultry looking ex-model, and Ziela 
Jalil; a fom1;r actress and wife of a 
minister accused by Anwarof plot
ting against him. 

An;ther attention-grabber is 
Ummi Hafilda Ali. Shamsidar's 
sister-in-law and Anwar's main 
accuser. Anwar's lawyers have 
portrayed her as jilted by Anwar 
and jealous of Shamsidar. 

A Singapore tabloid has labelled 
Ummi, who wears expensive 
clothes and heavy make-up, the 
"Walking Wardrobe." 

continuing success is our tireless 
members and officers who are the 
backbone of our organization. It is 
because of them that the Filipino 
Ladies Association of Guam today 
rnnks a, one of the most respected 
socio-civic organizations on island.'' 

From its e~·Iiest years, Neri said 
FLAG has contributed in its own 
special way to the fabricoftheisland 's 
history. 

"Ourorganization has helped a lot 
in developing the Guam community. 
FLAG has also contributed im
mensely to the awareness of Philip
pine culture through the traditional 
Santacmzan that our organization 
holds ,mnually. Through our little 
MissSmnpaguitaandourotherfund
rnisci,, we have been able to make 
generous contiibutions to various 
~haiities on island ... 

As the new FLAG president, Neri 
promised to be ready to face the 
challenges and the responsibilities 
thattheFLAGmembershipentrustcd 
to her. 

Nicholson also alleged that 
there have been no signs posted 
within the hotel's premises say
ing where the alternative acces
sible routes forPWDs are located. 

Nicholson said the PIC man
agement is discriminating against 
PWDs by denying them access to 
the hotel. 

Nicholson asked the court to 
issue a declaratory judgement on 
each violations of the act and 
specify his rights to the hotel's 
public accommodations, facili
ties, goods and services. 

He also asked for the issuance 
of a permanent injunction to or
der the PIC mi:nagement to do all 
necessary modifications of its fa
cilities to make it accessible to 
PWDs. 

Nicholson's lawyer, William 
C. Campbell, II said the suit 
against the hotel would possibly 
be the first case to have been filed 
this year in the CNMI and the 
United States by virtue of the law. 

Harder, the appointed solid waste 
program manager, will be a1Tiving 
on Jan. 15 to begin work. 

Harder will be coordinating with 
the special body and the newly
formed solid waste division at the 
Department of Public Works 
(DPWJ. 

Tenorio said he envisions the 
project to be centralized public 
market system which wi II enable 
farmers to directly sell produce by 
renting stalls or through conces
sions. 

"I don't have any idea yet where 
the funding may he coming. 13ut 
some of this is going to come from 
the government," he said. 

NMI to ... 
Continued from page 3 

them Y2K compliant," he said. 
Experts warned that the mil

lennium bug threatens systems 
run by old computer programs 
which will interpret the Yeat· 
2000 as 1900, which has the 
same last two digits. 

As a result, any program with 

Rota ... 
Continued from page 3 

and a maintenance office. 
The RHC expansion project 

had its ground breaking in 

Guam ... 
Continued from page 3 

Pangelinan, a Democrat, said 
the move was uncalled for. 

"I was not involved in their 
caucus, but it's obvious that they 

AG: US ... 
Continued from page 3 

Goldberg was reacting to a 
court's order instructing AGO and 
the Department of Labor and Im
mi~ration (DOU) to answer the 
op;ning brief of two respondents, 
a Chinese national and a Filipino 
national, who were the subjects 
of deportation hearings. 

The respondents, Alicia 
Fabricante and Chi Min Yue al
legedly capitalized on the citizen-

CNMI ... 
Continued 1rom page 3 

upheaval," added Sablan, who 
was also elected one of the four 
MVA board members from the 
private sector. 

While admitting thatsomenon
dollar-based destinations in the 
Asia-Pacific Region have practi
cally become cheaper due to the 
regional financial turmoil, the 
HANMI president said this should 
not be the same case for the CNM I. 

"Pricing is market driven so we 
try to base ours on the existing 
trend in the market. What we 
should do is look at what values 

No special ••• 
Continued from page 6 

22, which is currently still with 
the House committee. 

''I'll be discussing the bill with 
(Apatang) so we can get it rolling 
as soon as possible," Senate Vice 
President Thomas P. Villagomez 
(R-Saipan) said yesterday. 

House Minority Leader Dino 
M. Jones (D-Prec. 4, Saipan) ear
lier urged the House Republican 

GEPA to ... 
Continued from page 6 

MARPOL waste disposal. 
The new incinerator facility, 

when operational, will be regu
lated by GEPA and must adhere 
to stringent federal guidelines, 
said Hasina Wong, a GEPA envi-

2 caught . . 
Continued_ f~om _pag~ 6 

with importation of a controlled 

inventory, and bank accounts 
could crash or give misleading 
answers starting January 1, 
2000. 

The governor also instructed 
the dir;ctor of procurement and 
supply to require that any fur
ther government purchase of 
computer hardware or software 
for the CNMI must have a cer
tificate from the vendor that it is 

March 31, 1998 which coincided 
with the 60th birthday of Rota 
Mayor Benjamin T. Manglona 
who is also one of the brains 
behind the project. 

"This project is a product of 
collaborative efforts between 

did not do what they said they 
were going to do. At least they 
could have told him (Blaz)," 
Pangelinan said. "Nobody de
serves this kind of embarrass
ment." 

Blaz did not respond to the 

ship of their children and were 
asking Superior Court Associate 
Judge Timothy Bellas to allow 
them to go on a "voluntary depar
ture" instead of being deported. 

However, Goldberg said "it is a 
matter of dire practical necessity 
that the citizenship of the children 
does not affect the immigration 
status of their parents." 

He lamented though that the 
argument has been rejected by 
everycourtinthcCommonwealth. 

Goldberg added that the two 
overstayers were allegedly ex~ 

we have, and although pricing is 
one of these [values] we should 
not be adjusting our prices be
cause other people are ad justing 
theirs," he stressed. 

Sablan also pointed out that the 
island's proximity to its target 
markets is a key component in 
efforts to make CNMI an attrac
tive destination. "What makes us 
really competitive is the proxim
ity of our destination to our mar
kets." 

The Northern Marianas is only 
about three hours air travel away 
from Japan and Korea. 

Commonwealth Development 
Authority chair Juan S. Tenorio 
said the Northern Mariana Islands 

leadership to consider the tele
communications regulatory bill 
as a top priority in the legislative 
agenda forth is year, adding that it 
could help attract new invest
ments. 

Jones said H.B. 11-22 could 
bring in new investors in the local 
telecommunications industry, 
protect consumers from monopo
lies, and lower current rates. 

He said the bill would promote 
more competitive market condi
tions and increase public 

ronmenlal health specialist. 
Wong said the incinerator will 

be used to treat the waste from 
foreign vessels entering Guam's 
port. 

Until the issuance of the incin
eration permit to PERI, the Navy 
had been handling the waste dis
posal for the port. The incincra-

substance. 
She was booked and released. 

Son was booked and confined 
on charges of conspiracy lo 
impNl a controlled substance. 

,·, ,,,,.•, 

Y2K compliant. 
Stayman also reminded that 

OIA intends to make Y2K plan
ning a ma jar component of a meet
ing in Honolulu on Feb. 3-5 that 
wi l\ be conducted for financial 
improvement management offi
cials. 

He then advised Tenorio to send 
a CNMI representative who is 
active with the government's Y2K 
program. 

the Mayor, the Rota Legislative 
Delega11on and the Municipal 
Council," Santos added. · 

The RHC has a total of some 
60 employees, including seven 
local nurses, two doctors and l 0 
manpower-hired nurses. 

Variety as of press time. 
Meanwhile, the Legislative at

taches remain the same. Douglas 
Moylan remains as legal counsel, 
as do Legislative Clerk Josephine 
Brennan-Badley and Sergeant-at
Arms Victor Duenas. 

plaiting their children to get sym
pathy. 

Fabricante's work permit has 
expired more than six years ago 
while Yue 's 30-day business 
perrnit'seffectivityendedon Nov. 
23, 1995. 

In his opposition, Goldberg said 
under the CNMI law the courts 
"lacks the po·wer to grant a volun
tary departure." 

He said the court is only lim
ited to determine whether there is 
proof for deportation, and if there 
is, it must order deportation. 

remain an exciting destination for 
Japanese visitors, citing the 
Commonwealth's historical value. 

"With regards to the Japanese 
tourists, CNMI has a sentimental 
value since we were once part of 
Japan. Veterans may have been 
telling the younger generation that 
they have lived here once which 
makes the islands special," 
Tenorio said. 

But 'he admitted that the eco
nomic situation in the tourists' 
home country is also a major fac
tor considered by travelers when 
taking outbound oroverseas trips. 
"This may be the reason why 
CNMI has been seeing a decline 
in visitor mTivals." 

subscribership. 
Introduced last February by 

Rep. Melvin 0. Faisao (R-Prec. 
3, Saipan), the 30-page bill pro
poses the creation of a Common
weal th Telecommunications 
Regulatory Commission. 

Since August 1997, FCC has 
been urging the CNMI to enact 
such legislation to allow the is
lands to comply with the 1996 
Federal Telecommunications Act 
and thus receive the numerous 
benefits offered by the law. 

tion facility will also free up space 
in the island's landfills. 

PERI will also expand services, 
at a later date, to include the incin
eration of bio-hazard waste such 
as sharps and human waste which 
consist of human blood, tissues, 
body fluids, secretion and excre
tion. 

The toothpaste tube contained 
five straws, one with five cap
sules of "ecstasy," and the oth
ers containing possible "mush
rooms," a hallucinogen. 

Kagman ... 
Continued from page 11 

be used for the reservoir will be 
walled up and fi lied with rain 
water so that the farmlands will 
actually have two water sources 
including the wells. 

"I hope this year we will have 

SBA ... 
Continued from page 8 

first. 
He added that SBA has been 

working with GEDA to fine-tune 
this data base which is already in 
place. 

In addition, Arriola said SBA 
has several tools available from 
the SBA 's website which allows 
large prime contractors to access 
companies according to geo
graphic locale or industry type. 

"For instance, somebody in 
Houston can find out what Guam 
companies are available todo land
scaping jobs here on Guam. And 
when we talk of federal contract
ing, we don't mean just construe-

Gutierrez .. 
Continued from page 1 

and Bordallo continue to hold of
fice "until the successors are 
elected and qualified." 

If on the other hand, the courts 
mled dial die Nov. 3 election results 
were valid, then Gutierrez and 

Speaker .. 
Continued from page 1 

ing local control over immigra
tion and minimum wage),'' he 
said. refcn'ing to a "Dear Teno" 
letter from President Clinton dated 
Dec. 7, thanking the governor for 
"agreeing to work with us on the 
appropri:ite application of federal 
immigration and minimum wage 
laws to the commonwealth." 

Tenorio has denied ag1·eeing to 
a "federal takeover." 

"I also didn '1 believe that he 
would have said that to lhc Presi
dent. 1'111 sure there was a misun
derstanding:· the speaker said. 
"The administration and this Le1!
islaturc remain opposed to a fc~l
ernl takeover, and I believe that a 
majority of the local people arc 
also against it." 

He reiterated that local control 
is the basis for the CNM!'s 
economy, which is dependent on 
the free flow of alien workers 
who receive wages below the fed
eral rate. 

"We need the continued assis-

Lady ... 
Continued from page 2 

was 'lady justice' that took 
Echcgaray's place in the lethal 
injection chamber. 

"It was justice for victims of 
heinous crimes that recc ivcd the 
first lethal dose - intended by 
the law - for beasts that society 
will be better off withm1t. 1 feel 
nothing but sympathy for tlw 
victim who seems to have been 
forgotten amidst all !his. 

"Apparently her claim for to
tal justice has been denied and 

more rain," said Tenorio. 
Kagman is a major supplier of 

farm produce in the island, which 
supplies up to about 80 percent of 
agricultural products sold to the 
market including the big hotels. 

"I would say that a large amount 
of agricultural produce is from 
Kagman," said Tenorio. 

tion. It can be service of any kind, 
like child care or health care." 

Arriola said local businessmen 
can also avail themselves of 
SBA 's entrepreneurial develop
ment programs. SBA already has 
the Small Business Development 
Center at the University of Guam 
which provides free consulting 
services and assists people with 
business plans free of charge. 

"We also have a program that 
allows Guam's businesses to have 
access to federal contracts, out
side of competitive bidding. 
We've even brought over several 
consultants here to help Guam 
businesses become registered as 
SBA concerns so that they can 
take advantage of federal oppor
tunities." 

Bordallo would serve a new four
year te1m beginning Jan. 4, 1999. 

Gutierrez's attorney, Phil 
Carbullido, said that after discuss
ing the issue with the San Fran
cisco attorneys representing the 
'98 team in the 9th Circuit Court 
case, he also advised Gutierrez 
and Bordallo to "proceed with a 
simple oath-taking." 

tance of alien workers, but at the 
same time we need tci put in con
trols, which is what we have 
done-and we will maintain these 
controls," Benavente said. 

And although the common
wealth and federal governments 
continue to disagr~e over the 
"takeover" issue, Benavente said 
cooperation and dialogue should 
continue. 

The Fourth Annual Report of 
the Fcderal-CNMI Initiative on 
Labor, Immigration and Law
Enforcement released by the 
Cl in ton administration last.wed: 
acknowledges the rct·orrn efforts 
of the Tenmio ,tdrninistration. 

However, according the report, 
local reform efforts "have done 
nothing about the basic problems 
in the CNMI'': continued depen
dence on foreign workers and fail
ure to address the problems in the 
garment industry. 

The report also reaffirmed the 
Clinton administration's determi
nation to support legislation that 
would apply federal immigration 
and minimum wage laws to the 
CNMI after a transition period. 

she has been rnped all over 
again." 

The law, Republic Act 7659 
or the Death Penalty Law. 
shou Id have been allowed to 
come full circle before Congress 
reviews its merits according to 
Revilla. 

"This stay in Echcgaray's ex
ecution is ill-timed, just when 
the public's confidence in our 
law enforcers and courts is 
slowly being regained through 
recent victories against crimi
nal elements particularly kid
napping syndicates, sorneth;nu 
like this crops up," said Rev·,11.~. 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 5, 1999-MARIANAS VARIETY NEWS AND VIEWS-23 

AGO ... 

her authority regarding the I&S 
matter to an assistant attorney gen
eral, and was cleared of any 
wrongdoing by the Office of the 
Public Auditor. 

McDevitt also said that Kara's 
so-called "lobbying" of the bill 
appropriating funds for the settle
ment consisted merely of passing 
along another attorney's analysis 
to House Speaker Diego T. 
Benavente upon his request. 

The former AGO lawyer also 

Takeover. 
Continued from page 1 

the US government's stubborn 
claims that workerabuse continue 
lo plague the Northern Marianas 
despite the labor reforms initiated 
by the administration of Gov. 
Pedro P. Tenorio. 

The source stressed that there 
was no mention of the labor re
form programs implemented by 
the present CNMI administration 
on the new report released by the 
Department of the Interior's Of
fice of Insular Affairs. 

"The Government of Guam 
[GovGuam] will, of course, ar
gue why the CNMI is allowed to 

CNMI ... 
Continued from page_! 

management, procurement, per
formance-based departmental 
budgets, and· management con
trols and vulnerability analyses. 

"We really need to improve the 
hospital's billing and collection 
system to avoid long-delayed ac
counts. That will help us with our 
collections. 

"A major revamp in the CNMI 
procurement system will also save 
the government money for other 
priority needs," said Sablan. 

The finance advisor also said 
that even within the Governor's 
Office. a certain department's 
computer is not compatible with 

Macau ... 
CC>n!inu_e~fr~rnpage2 

Macau authorities made no im
mediate ,UTests. 

The man who killed Lee fired at 
least three shots before fleeing on 
a stolen motorcycle that later~vas 
recovered not far from the 
aquarium shop, according to a 
report in the Hong Kong Standard 
that cited a police source who was 
not identified by name. 

The gunman appeared to be in 
his early 20s, the Standard re
ported. 

Earlier Sunday, a gunman in 
Macau fired three shots at another 

Saddam ... 
Continued from page 2 

of an independent country, and 
why have they been violating the 
air space of this country for eight 
years without a U.N. resolution 
permitting this," the Iraqi agency 
lJUOtcd him tL, saying. 

Since tlic end of the air su·ikes h,t 
month h:tq In, twice said it "almost 

made a pitch on the Common
wealth Constitution as it bestows 
power on the Senate to confirm 
the Governor's nominee for AG. 

She, however, stressed that this 
power carries with it the mandate 
to act in a reasonable and respon
sible manner. 

"That clear] y is not the case 
here, as witnessed by the Senate's 
ill-reliance on the local press to 
pressure Ms. Kara to resign, and 
when all else failed, to take dras
tic, unprecedented step of calling 
a session ... for the sole purpose 
of adopting a special report to 
state the obvious - that the Sen-

have control of its own immigra
tion and minimum wage and 
Guam isn't. Because of this. OIA 
is pursuing the federal takeover 
initiative," the source said. 

The US House of Representa
tives had rejected a proposal made 
by Guam to grant the island com
monwealth status. And in desper
ate attempt to redefine the 
territory's status, Guam Gov. Carl 
T. Gutierrez has embarked on a 
draft commonwealth status bill 
with the US Senate. 

Guam Sen. and APIL president 
Carlotta Leon Guerrero earlier 
said the most important part of the 
Commonwealth Act for Guam is 
the section on mutual consent. 

.. And what we have learned 

another department's computers. 
He cited, forexample, that while 

the boss is using a Macintosh, the 
secretary is using an IBM. 

"We need to improve this area 
for efficiency," Sablan said. 

What also makes the FMIP 
more useful is that it sets target 
dates to address each one of the 
six target areas. 

The FMIP also said that tax 
collections and enforcement arc 
high on the list of financial man
agement priorities, but separate 
plans have already been fo1mu
lated and are being implemented 
to address tht:se issues. 

A fully integrated business li
c~nsing. gross revenue. incornc 
and excise tax system is also rnr-

man, "lg Por. 25. as he played the 
popular C:hinc:se game rnahjong 
at a mahjong parlor, police said. 

According to the Standard's re
port, Macau police could not im
mediately say whether the two 
shootings were connected. 

Macau, a gambling and tour
ist spot or{ the tip of south 
China with a population of 
450,000, has been hit by a 
spate of gangland-styil: 
shootings. arson and other at
tacks that last year killed at 
least 24 people, including sev
eral government officials. 

Police say the triads. or Chi
nese gangs. bring in money by 

ce11ainly" shot down Western air
crali bllt bhm1ed diem for opening 
tire. 

Saddrnn said die United States was 
trying to placate Arab anger over iL, 
"colonialist aggression" by claiming 
to have acted in self-defence. 

W ,L,hingtommd London have both 
denied losing :my planes. 

He also c1iticised Arab nations for 
delaying until J,murn-y 24 a proposed 
summit meeting to discuss tl1e U.S.-

ate would never confirm Ms. 
Kara's appointment," said 
McDcvitt. 

She also said that the Senate's 
move to bar a passed House reso
lution to confirm Kara is not the 
will of their constituents. 

"Baning a rational reason articu
lated by the Senate for il~ outrageous 
actionsoflate in Ms. Kara's case, it is 
highly unlikely that the Senate is 
carryingoutthe will of the Common
wealth people," she said. 

McDevitt, who used to be the 
legal counsel of the AGO Con
sumer Division, will be replaced 
by Lucy Blanco of Rota. 

from the CNMl experience is that 
if you don't have mutual consent, 
then, you do not have the type of 
relationship with the federal gov
ernment that you think you have," 
she told Variety. 

"Mutual consent is absolutely 
critical. And the other sections in 
there that I feel very strongly 
which have to do with is the right 
of Chamorros to sel f-determina
tion and that's absolutely essen
tial to indigenous people of 
Guam." she stressed. 

Guenero said there is a need lo 
retain the right to determine if 
commonwealth is the ultimate sta
tus that Guam should have or there 
wou Id be another status .. that we 
choose down the road.'" 

rently being developed and thus. 
it is not included in the FMIP. 

However, the funding neces
sary to complete this separate 
project has not been identified. 
and possibk external fundin\l 
would likely be dependent upo7i 
the agreement of several U.S. flag 
te1Titories to use the core system, 
said the FMIP. 

Comprising the FMIPoversight 
committee are Mike Sablan 
(chair). the acting director of EDP, 
director of OPM, Public Health 
secretary. special assistant for 
Management and Bud\let. secre
tary of Finance. - project 
i mplt: mentor kader and me 111bcrs 
or the FMII' str,1tegic planning 
team. 

skimming profits from ea,i110,. 
but the profits - and th,~ ~an;:
stcr, ·take-have been shri~kir{u 
as fcwL't· people visit the uamin~ 
houses that arc Macau 's l1iugc;t 
industry. ,, 

The Standard, quoting the Chi
nese press in M,K:iu. said hitmen 
could be hired for about 50,000 
Macancse patacas ($6.41 Cl) per 
killing. 

The gang warfare has prompted 
officials in mainland China to an
nounce they will send an c:\ite 
detachment of soldiers to try to 
halt the violence after Maca~ re
verts to Chinese rule in Decem
ber. 

B1itish mtacks on Iraq, saying tl1e 
delay aimed at 1educing tire sense of 
urgency in tackling the air saikes. 

"The purpose of delaying the 
summit. .. wa~ to drown (die issue of 
the attacks) in a long list of issues, so 
it would no lrn1l'.er be tl1e single issue 
:L,itwouldhav~bcen if the :urnrnit 
were held while the enemy rock
ets were falling on th; Iraqi 
people," the agency quoted 
Saddam as saying. 
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Employment Wanted 

. fitlftii 
Job Vacancy 

· Announcement 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
All interested resident workers are 

urged to register at the 
Dept. of Labor & \mmigrolion, 

Division or Employment Services for 
the job/s being advertised in which 

you are quolilied and available. 
For further assistance, 

please call Allred A. Pangelinan af 
Tel. 664-2078. 

01 MAINTENANCE (BLDG. REPAIR)
Salary:S3.05 per hour 
Conlacl: TOSHINORI U. CHINEN dba 
Chine Ice Candy Manufacturing & Store 
Tel. 234-6233(1/5JT29355 

01 PAINTER-Salary:S3.25-3.35 per 
hour 
01 LAUNDRY WORKER-Salary:$3.05-
3.65 per hour 
05 COOK-Salary:S3.25-4.35 per hour 
01 COOK HELPER-Salary:$3.05-3.45 
per hour 
01 CHIEF COOK-Salary:$3.25-5.60 per 
hour 
01 ASSISTANT CHEF-Salary:$3.25-
4.25 per hour 
01 (ASSISTANT) F&B MANAGER-Sal
ary:$ 1,000.00-1.700.00 per month 
01 (ASSISTANT) FRONT OFFICE 
MAN AG ER-Salary:$ 1,000.00-1. 700.00 
per mon1h 
Contact: PACIFIC MICRONESIA COR
PORATION dba Dai-lchi Hotel Tel. 234-
6412(115)T76140 

01 SECURl1Y GUARO-Salary:S3.05 
per hour 
Contact: SAIPAN ICE & WATER CO .• 
INC. Tel. 322-4701 (1i12)T76268 

01 HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATOR
Salary:$3.50 per hour 
Contact: PELLEY ENTERPRISES, INC. 
Tel. 233-9298(1/12)T76269 

01 CARPENTER-Salary:$3.15 per hour 
Contact: H.S. LEE CONST. CO .. INC. 
oba H.S. Lee Eqpt. & Apt. Rental Tel 
23-1-6856(1 it 2)T76260 

01 CASHIER-Salary:S3.15-3.50 per 
hour 
01 DAI\CER-Satary:S3.05-3.50 per 
hour 
Contact STAR FOUR CORPORATION 
dba Starlite Disco/Karaoke Club & Star
gazer Club Tel. 234-5520(1112)T29397 

01 PIPE FITTER-Salary:S3.05-4.50 per 
hour 
Cornact: JAPAN WATER SYSTEMS 
CNMI CORP.dba JWS Saipan Tel. 322-
8602(1112)T29398 

02 COOK-Salary:$3.05 per hour 
01 WAITRESS (REST.)-Salary:S3.05 
per hour 
Contact: MICHAEL SZE PROD. INC. 
dba Hong Kong Chinese Rest. Tel. 234-
7384(1112)129399 

01 BEAUTICIAN-Salary:S3.05 per hour 
05 COOK HELPER-Salary:$3.05 per 
hour 
02 COOK-Salary:S3.05 per hour 
Conlact: AIDA L. GARONG dba MJ 
Enterprises Tel. 234-6854(1/12JT29402 

04 VIDEO [CAMERA) OPERATOR-Sal
ary:S530.00-650.00 per month 
Contact: SAIPAN TV PRODUCTION 
INC. Tel. 234-0386 29293 

03 WAITRESS-Salary:S3.05 per hour 
01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:S3.05 per 
hour 
Contact: AMERICAN ANGEL FLYING 
CO., LTD. dba Gui Fei Club Tel. 233-
0468(1/5)T29342 

01 BARTENDER-Salary:$750.00 per 
month 
Contact: SUNRA CORPORATION dba 
Cafe De Mart Tel. 233-8181 (115)T29341 

01 FIELD SERVICE ENGINEER-Sal
ary:S700.00-950.00 per month 
01 COMPUTER PROGRAMMER-Sal
ary:S1 ,000.00-1,800.00 per month 
Contact: SAtPAN COMPUTER SER
VICES, INC. Tel. 234-9110(1/5)T29339 

01 STOCKROOM CLERK-Sal
ary:S3.05-3.50 per hour 
Contact: NESTOR R. ABLOG dba Gen
eral Fashion Center tel. 233-6243( 1 / 
5JT29337 

01 BRANCH MANAGER-Sal-
ary:S1 ,soo:oo per month 
01 TYPESETTER-Salary:S3.15 per 
hour 
Con1act: ASG CORPORATION dba 
Eli1e Enterprises Tel. 233-2677(1/ 
5)T29336 

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$700.00-
850.00 per month 
Contact: GEOTESTtNG, INC. Tel. 235-
6000(1/5)T76148 

01 ABLEBODIED (SEAMANJ-Sal
ary:$3.05 per hour 
Contact: TUGS AND PILOTS, INC. Tel. 
322-7788(1/5)T76202 

01 ADMINISTRATIVEASSISTANT-Sal
ary:S4.00 per hour 
Contact: ANTONIO M. AT.ALIG, ESQ. 
dba Law Offices of An1onio M. Atalig Tel. 
234-3173(1/5)129344 

01 MAINTENANCE (ELECTRICAL) 
WORKER-Salary:$3.05-4 .00 per hour 
Conlac\: SAIPAN SHIPPING COM
PANY, INC. Tel. 322-3858(1/5)129345 

01 SUPERVISOR (STORE)-Sal
ary:S3.50 per hour 
Contact: PIER WAVE ENTERPRISES 
INC. Tel. 233-0892( 1 /5JT29346 

01 MAINTENANCE REPAIRER-Sal
ary:$3.05 per hour 
Contact: HERMAN B. CABRERA dba 
Herman B. Cabrera & Assoc. Tel. 234-
1778(1/5)T29347 

03 BAKER HELPER-Salary $3.05 per 
hour 
01 COOK HELPER-Salary:S3.05 per 
hour 
Contact: ESCOLASTICA T. CABRERA 
dba Esco's Bake House & Markel Tel. 
322-9993 ( 1 !5) T29348 

01 CARPENTER-Salary:S3.05 per hour 
01 MASON-Salary:S3.05 per hour 
Contact: RICHARD P. KAUTZ, JR. dba 
Kautz Glass Company Tel. 322-9282(1/ 
5)T29349 

--------
01 SEWING MACHINE REPAIR-Sat
ary:S3.05 per hour 
31 SEWING MACHll~E OPERATOR
Salary:S3.05 per hour 
01 CUTTER HAND-Salary:S3.05 per 
hour 
Contact: JIN APPAREL, INC. Tel. 234-
3252(1/5)T29350 

02 ELECTRONICS TECHNICIAN-Sal
ary:S3.05-4.25 per hour 
01 STOCK SUPERVISOR-Salary:$4.00 
per hour 
Con1act: SAM CORPORATION dba 
Sam Electronics Tel. 235-7268(1/ 
5JT29351 

01 LEGALASSISTANT-Salary:$12,000-
15,000 per annum 
Contact: ROBERT C. NA RAJA, A PRO
FESSIONAL CORP. dba Law 011ices of 
Robert C. Naraja Tel. 322-1132(1/ 
5)T29352 

01 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT-Sal
ary:S2,500.00 per month 
Contact: WATABE SAIPAN, INC. dba 
Watabe Wedding Tel. 235-4710(1/ 
11)M76244 

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:S1 ,300.00 
per month 
Contact: PACIFIC PARAGON, INC. Tel. 
233-3990(1/19)T29456 

01 ELECTRICIAN (MAINTENANCE)
Salary:$3.50-5.50 per hout 
Plus S 120.00 monthly food allowance 
01 ENGINEER, SALES MECHANICAL 
EQUIPMENT-Salary:$ 1,500. 00-
2, 000.00 per month 
Plus $120.00 monthly food allowance 
01 AIRCONDITIONING TECHNICIAN
Salary:$3.50-6.00 per hour 
Plus S120.00 monthly food allowance 
Contact: CHONG'S CORPORATION . 
dba Chang's Corporation Tel. 234-
6560(1/19)T76346 

01 BLDG. MAINTENANCE REPAIRER
Salary:S3.05 per hour 
Contact: JOHN C. SANTOS dba J & P 
Enterprises Tel. 234-9548(1/18)M29438 

Ready to Operate 
Restaurant 
$25,000.00 

Contact: 235-0983 

NEEDED 
2 International Cook 
Contact: Little Stone 

Cafeteria 
San Vicente 235.-5258 

• • I 

• Two Bedrooms, 'St'mi-furnis,hed 
• Air-conditioned~ 24 hrs, water 
,. \\'asher/llr~·cr Span•. in house 
• Cable, Lnwn m3intem:mt't" and 
Trash <.·ollcc1ion includrd 

.:~Safe.and CIL'an. Located in Garapanr\re;I 
fvrmi,ri: 1nr11rmiitl,_,n ,,1, c,!11 .?J.(~71.; hd'l'll·,·n Kum-6pm. 

2 Bedroom Apartment, Fully Furnished, 
I Bathroom, 24 hrs. Water, Back-Up 
Generator, I Airconditioning 18,000 BTU. 

CONTACT: 322-3793/IJ4 

!2) Bedroom. (IJ Bedroom Apartment. 
Fully Furnished. Laundry Room. Security 
G:itc w1Intcrcom. 24 hr1. hot water. 1-Iil•h 
quality and cheap price. Located in Koblervillc 

MODERN APARTMENT 
Cont,ct Person Daniel Lin Tel. 288-8471 or 483-8484 

Newly Built. I and 2 bedroom apartments 
Located at Upper Navy Hill. Fully Furnished. 
Air Conditioner on each room. 24 hour water. 
All units on second floor. laundry facility 

Coma~: 312-3607 or page 236-1023 for more infonnation 

HOUSE FOR RB\IT 
$420 PER MONTH 
Newly Renovated One Bedroom, Semi-Conc,eteHause, 
24 his. waler, Frig, Range, Hat Wale, & Ba,, near 
Rosa,y Chap,I San Vicente. Ideal mmanlic landscaped 
sening lo, art~! 01 wrier. Phone: 235-3310 afte15:00 p.m. 

JOB VACANCY 
01 Restaurant/Bar Cashier 

01 Front Desk/Clerk 

01 Air Condition/ 
Refrigeration Mechanic 

Renumeration to go with qualification. 
Contact: 

MARIANAS Hom SERVICES 
233-2150/6621 

Name: Li, Chang Huo 
Passport No.: 144458925 
D.0.8.: August 30. 1963 

Name Cai, Qing Hua 
Passport No.: 144458926 
D.O.B.: October 1. 1966 

If found, please call: 
Tel. 234-2341 /3 

' 

C§oldcn Jobstcr 
:::, $cstaurant 
/ 

WANTED 
IMMEDIATELY 
EXPERIENCED 

COOK 
Apply in person at the 2nd Floor, 

BASIC CONSTRUCTION SUPPLY CORPORATION 

Beach Road, 
Chalan Laulau, Saipan 

LOST PASSPORT 
r'!ame: HONG, XIAO FENG 
Passport #: 14 3840434 1 
Nationality: Chinese 
ID#: 350321781112003 

Stolen bog contains: 
Immigration Papers with passport 

$200 REWARD! 

If found please coll 
Beeper #236-3763 

FOR SALE 
, 1988 Nissan Sentra Hatchback, A/C, New Tires, $1,700 
, Carrier 24,000BTU Split A/C, 1 yr. old, $1,400 
, 17.9cu 11. Whirlpool Refrigerator, $600 
, 5,000 Watt Briggs & Stratton Generator, 110 & 220 Volt, $600 
• 133MHZ Pentium Computer, 2.1 GB Hard Drive, Monitor, Modem, Printer, $500 
• 1000 Watt Sharp Microwave, $150 
, Lawnboy 41/2 HP Lawnmower, $200 
, Solid Maple Sola & 2 Armchairs (all with cushions), 1 foot stool, 2 end tables, $250 

YARD SALE SATURDAY, JANUARY 9, 1999 
8:00AM,., 2:00PM • 1219 CAPITOL HILL 

wmIEWIEN11Il ® N 
is as simple as ... 
~o = ABSTAIN 

or 

rfuO = BE FAITHFUL 

riJ --
or 
CONDOM USE 

... it's your choice 
CONFIDENTIAL 

FREE TESTING 
234-5100 - 24 HOURS 

Classified Ads FIRST CALL:234-7272(PARA) 

Buckle
Up 

Saipan! 

,, . 
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EEK & MEEK® by Howie Schneider 

.~ 
.___ _ ___.L-~ (~ 
Garfield@ by Jim Davis 

0 

i . 
~ ,, 

PEANUTS® by Charles M. Schulz 
J'VE DECIDED TO 

COLLECT A BUNCH 
OF ROCKS, AND 
BUILD M'fSELF A 

NICE STURD'{ HOME __ 

! 

ALWA'{S START WITH 
THE BEDROOM .. 

-~· 

! 
I-~- -:--:-c=---- i L.~---·'_'" __ ... :_: .. ,_,,.,_,.,_,, _____ -_-_-_·_, L-=:::-::--'.::::::'.::::::::::::_..:.fl.:::3.,,4,~:.,/,:;:;'-"~Z~ 

STELLA WILDER 

YOUR BIRTHDAY 
TUESDAY, JAN. 5, 1999 

Born today, you know how to reach 
all types of goals. Whether they be 
easy or difficult, short-tetm or I0ng
Le1m, simple or complex, solitary or 
cooperative, you are one of the most 
results-rniented individuals born un
dera sign known for people who seek 
only the best for themselves Md oth
ers. A natural groundbreaker, you 
never settle for Mything less tfom 
what is original. Your c1eativity is 
precious to you, ,md is lhe wellspring 
from which your greatest accom
plishments originates. You 're notthc 
kind to stop short of completing l.t,ks 
you assign for yourself. 

You 're not one to be e,L,ily fnis
tr.ited by setbacks. You underst,md 
that progress and success involve 
making mistakes and retracing your 
steps from time to time. Still, you 
always keep your !i:xus on what lies 
around the next comer or two. The 
future is a major concern for you. 

Also born on this date m-e: Alvin 
Ai lcy,chorcographe1~ Di,me Keaton, 
actress; Robe1t Duvall, actor, Raisa 
Gorbachev, Soviet fir:-;t lady; Walter 
Mondale, U.S. senator. 

To sec what is in store for you 
tomrnrnw, find your birthday ,md 
read the co1Tcs1:xmding p,u·agraph. 

HEY, MOM! THERE'S 
SOMEBODY HERE 
ABOUT THE AD YOU 
PUT IN THE PAPER! 

Let your bi1thday star be your daily 
guide. 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 6 
CAPRICORN (Dec.22-Jan.19) 

- Someone you see almost eve1y
day is likely to play a more imJX)rtant 
role in your personal affairs at this 
time. Do what you can to reach out 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
- You should be able lo enjoy put
ting on a repeat pe1fotmW1ce today. A 
famili,u-opJX)rtunity comes yourway 
quite by surpiise during the evening 
hours. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) -
Take the bull by the horns toclay, ,md 
insist that you be given the ch,mce to 
accomplish something you may have 
failed at in the recent past 

ARIES (March 21-April 19) -
You musm 't let brief indecision hold 
you back all day long. A quick 1ecov
c1y is necessary if you me to scrne a 
major gain al this time. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
Routinc affairs may seem even less 
intetcsting thm1 usual toclay, but your 
di1cct involwment is still necessmy. 
Otl1ers me depending on you. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) -
You will enjoy incte,L-;cd emotional 
security Hxlay. ,L,a result of a f1icncl 's 
sudden outburst of supfXJI1 ,md hon-

esty. Things are looking up. 
CANCER (June 21-July 22)

Pressure increases today, mid you 
will be expected to accomplish mo1e 
th,m usual in a short span of time. Try 
to buckle down. 

LEO(July23-Aug.22)-Alittle 
more aggressiveness on your part 
may give you !he edge you need, but 
always maintain self-control. Keep 
tabs an your temper. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) -
You may not have a fom grasp of 
yourcum.:ntcircu mstances as lhe day 
begins, bu l key lessons c,m be Jem11ed 
on the SJXlL Listen up! 

LIBRA(Scpt.23-0ct.22)-Take 
the initiative toclay, and lead the pack 
towm-ds a major victoty. Take care 
that you ,u·en 't simply resting on 
your laurels. Spread your wings. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
- You will not be able to progress 
through the day risk-free. Indeed, 
ce1tain developments may present 
unusual personal dangers. Stay 
alert! 

SAGITTARIUS(Nov.22-Dec. 
21) - You may come pcrik,usly 
close to "'overdoing it"' 1od,ty. Take 
care you don't lose sight of your 
own pri111a1y goals. Strc:nnlinc your 
efforts. 

THERE'S NOTHING FISHY ABOUT IT! CLASSIFIED ADS REALLY GET RESULTS! 

CROSSWORD PUZZLER 
ACROSS 

1 Excavate 
4 Club dues 
8 Applaud 

12 Cannes 
season 

13 "When in-, 
do as the ... 

14 African river 
15 Armed -
17 Max·-'-

Syaow 
19 Roberts ID 
20 "You-

There" 
21 ODE 

opponent 
22 - in 1he hole 
23 Solely 
25 Seabird 
26--Eliot 
27 Cover 
28 LP replace-

ments 
29 Actress 

Carroll -
32 Niven ID 
33 TV's 

Fernandez 
35--

cummings 
36 Comforted 

38 N.J. ca~r 
39 Ev•,ryone 
40 i;1.:m alien 
41ft:xisted 
,42 - -bitsy 

., 43 Article 
45 "2001" 

computer 
46 Fuss 
47 Apiece 

(abbr.) 
48 Kin to ump 
49 Fill with love 
52 Revise 
54 Ms. Bagnold 
56 Anger 
57 Title 
58 -Calhoun 
59 Is able to 

DOWN 

1 Alphabet trio 
2 Japanese 

statesman 
3 "Promised 

Land" star 
4 Word with 

agent or fall 
5 Harvest 

goddess 
6 Printer's 

measure 

Answer to Previous Puzzle 
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7 Number ol 
Dwarfs 

8 News 
network 

9 Roman 51 
10 Mr. Baldwin 
11 Pierre's dad 
16 Sob 
18 "JFK" dir. 
21 Firearms 

cache 
22 Question 
23 ··ve

Shoppe" 
24 Ship with the 

Pinta and the 
Santa Maria 

25 Begley, et al. 
26 -kwan do 
28 "El-" 
29 Sandwich 

order, for 
short 

30 Lampreys 
31 Depend (on) 
33 Obtain 
34 A Brown 
37 Witness 
39 Kind of power 
41 Vanilla cookie 
42 Mountain on 

Crete 
43 Ending with 

six 
44 "Mary--

Little Lamb" 
45 That man 
46 Actor Garcia 
48 Hwy. 
49 Goddess of 

healing 
50 Man -

mouse 
51 Stimpy's pal 
53 "-No 

Angel" 
55 Negative 

vote 

by Dick Rogers 

This family tree shows Mr. and Mrs. Tom Smith and 
their descendants for three generations. Francis 
Smith, a great-grandchild, appears in the bottom 
row. Remember that only the male child carries 
on the family name when he marries. Which one 
of the great-grandchildren is Francis Smith? 

~ ·c..o-::,1-T-;~ ") 
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B~iing';"J;n-y Quarry dies 
TEMPLETON, California (AP) peated blows to the head. 

B --.lc!Ty Qu:my. a popular heavy- Among the highlights of 
weight who fought Muhammad Ali Qua!Ty's career were two lights 
and Floyd Patterson then cvcntu- against Patterson, the fom1cr heavy-
ally lapsed into a punch-drunk fog. wc1ghtchamp1on. Both bouts were 
has died after being taken off life in Quany's hometown of Los An-

Jerry Quarry stands in front of photographs documenting his boxing career on t~e wall of his brother's hof!1e 
in Hemet. Calif. Quarry, a popular heavyweight who fought Muhammad Alt and Floyd Patterson died 
Sunday, in Templeton, Calif. AP 

NFL 49ers sign Haley 
SAN FRANCISCO (Reuters) 
- ln :.ide,perate attempt to shore 
up their pa,s rush. the San Fr:m
cisco 49ers signed retired defen
sive end Charles Haley in time 
for Sunday· s playoff game against 
the Green Bay Packers. 

TI1c34-yc.u--oldHaley.theonly 
player in NFL history to play for 
fivc Super Bowl-winning teams. 

1 was forced to retire from the Dal
\ las Cowboys after the \ 996 sea

son dL1e to back problems. 
Haley was signed by the Niners 

after a workout and physical ex
amination on Saturday. 

He was likely to be used in 

pass-rushing situations in Sunday's 
NFC wild card game against the 
Packers. 

San Francisco has been knocked 
out of the playoffs each of the last 
three years by Green Bay. 

Since star defensive tackle Bryant 
Young suffered a broken leg in a 
November 30 win over the New 
York Giants, the Niners have just 
five sacks in last four games. 

To make matters worse. starting 
1ightend Chris Doleman, who leads 
th~e team with 14 I /2 sacks, is play
ing with a tom muscle in his shoul
der. 

Haley, a five-time Pro Bowler, 

was to be paid $ I 0,000 for 
Sunday's game and an increas
ing scale if the Niners 11dvance. 

Haley won Super Bowls with 
San Francisco after the 1988 and 
1989 seasons and Dallas follow
ing the 1992, 1993and !995cam
paigns. 

During his first stint in the Bay 
area, he had several disputes with 
49ers management. 

Back problems forced Haley 
to miss IO games in 1996 before 
he decided to retire. He is 18th on 
the NFL's all-time sacks list with 
97 1/2, with another 11 in the 
postseason. 

DEATH & FUNERAL ANNOUNCEMENT 

Mother: Maria Reyes Camacho 
Brother: Francisco R. Camacho 

In loving memory of 

Ambrosio 
Reyes 

Camacho 
Born: Dcccmhcr 7, 1947 Died: December 27, 1998 

PREDECEASED BY: 

Father: Jose Rios Camacho 
Father-in-Law: Napoleon Legaspi Poblete 

SURVIVED BY: 

Wife: Ma. Theresa Poblele Camacho 
Brother & Sisters-in-Law: 

Son: Charles Evans Poblete Camacho 
Sister & Brother-in-Law: 

June C. Poblete, 
Marie Ann C. Poblete 

Vicente & Malou Camacho, 
Daniel & Maggie Camacho, 
Jose Rios San Miguel, Juan Reyes Castro 

Mother-in-Law: Ambros Angel: 
Virginia Cerniaz Poblete Trishia Dianne C. Poblete 

Nightly Rosary is being said at 8:00pm at the family residence in Kagman II. 
Viewing, last respect and funeral will be announced at a later date. 

Thank you, 
THE FAMILY 

support. I k was 53. gdes. and the first ended in a draw 
Quan-y was hospitalized Dec. 28 and he won the second on a contro-

with pneumonia. then su ffcrcd car- vcrsial split decision. 
diac am:st while at Twin Cities Quany. a 6-foot ( 1.83-meter), 
Community llospital. He died at I 95-pound (88-kilo). blond who 
?,:52 p.m. Sunday after family mem- seemed to be easy to cut, earned his 
bcrs directed doctors to n:move l ifc biggest payday. $338.0(X), by fight· 
support. said Claude Sutherland. a ing Ali when Ali returned from his 
lon!!.timc familv friend. banishment in 1970. 

""It was a fan~ily decision to take Early in the fight in Atlanta, the 
himolTlife support when they were two butted heads and a gash opened 
told h.: would probably be bcdrid- above Quan-y's left eye. Ali pep-
dcn." Sutherland said. "They're pered the spot with jabs, spraying 
pretty distraught... blood, and stopped Quany in three 
QuaiTy, whoeamed$2. I million in rounds. 
purses as a top contender in the QuaiTy futilely pleaded with the 
1960s and '70s. later was living on referee not to stop it. 
money provided by thdederal gov- Ali cut QuatTy again to win a 
emment. rematch in seven rounds, and Joe 

By the age of 50, the pounding he Frazier bloodied him badly in the 
had taken in the ting turncd him into second of their two fights, winning 
aconfused.childlikemrn1whoserela- in five at Madison Garden in I 974. 
tives had to take cm-c of him. Qua!Ty turned to cocaine and 

""He won the last fight of his life alcohol on the downslopes of his 
bv going home to G;d,"" Quarry's cm·eer,clullinghisreflexesandleav-
n;other.~Arwanda, said, according ing him vi1tually defenseless in the 
to Sutherland. ring. He finished his pro career 

·n1e medical name for his condi- with a 53-9-4 record after having 
tion was dementia pugilistica, se- fighting more than 200 bouts as an 
verc brain damage caused by 1-c- amateur. 

IVYBL ... 
Continued from page 28 

important documents ready be
fore opening day .. 

Rogo\ofoi shares his thoughts 
with -Tudela. in that they both 
believe of the need for sports 
activities for the island's young 

SSA ... 
Continued from page 28 

While most of their ballplayers 
arc veterans of baseball/softball, 
both teams made their first ap
pearances in the SSA Co-eel 
lca!!UC this vear. 

.J~st-4-Fu;i will be challenging 
Mix-A-Lot for this year's 1998 
SSA Co-ed League Champion
ship title. 

Just-4-Fun, had earlier defeated 

Jaguars .. . 
Continued from page 28 

Brunell said. "I was able to 
move :.t little bit, and as the 
game went on it started fed
ing all right." 

Meanwhile, Taylor easily 
won the matchup against fel
low rookie Robert Edwards, 
who finished with just 28 
yards 011 17 carries. 

Each of them rushcd for more 
than 1.000 yards this season. 

New England's up-and
down season ended at 9-8 and 
with a rash of injuries, plal'-

SPG ... 
Continued from page 28 

and Beth Nepaial have all sur
vived tht.: first team cut. 

"While many of our aspiring 

population. 
However. none has kept a 

lower profile in this !VYBL as 
Congressman Heinz 
Hofschneider. 

A longtime supporter of nu
merous youth activities, Con. 
J-lofschneider had quietly as
sisted a great deal to get the 
IVYBL this far. 

the 199"/ SSA Co-ed champions 
TC Clan, to get to the champion
ship play. 

·Opposing them will be Mix-A
Lot. A tough and durable team 
Mix-A-Lot, will be looking to get 
this year's championship title. 

The ballg:.irnes will continue to 
be played at the Susupe Softball 
Hdd. 

Game one will be played to
night beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

Games two and three (if needed) 
are scheduled forllmrsday Jan. 7. 

ing doubt whether Pete Carroll 
w~I return for a third season. 
Carroll could not rely on quar
terback Drew Bledsoe. n:
ceiverTerry Glenn and middle 
linebacker Ted Johnson, all 
sidelined with injuries. 

After winning their first home 
playoff game, the Jaguars ( 12-5) 
travel to New York to play the 
Jcts next Sunday. 

It will mark coach Tom 
Coughlin ·s first meeting with his 
old ;11entor, Bill Parcells, si1ll'C 
the Jaguars lost to the Pam:lls
coached Patriots in the 1996 AFC 
Championship game. 

players are young, m.my of th..:111 
have shown th!! willingness to 
learn. and the com mi tmcnt need,·,.! 
to make a strong CNM I women's 
volleyball tca111,"said Barcinas 
during an earlier intervit.:w. 
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Sampras to miss Australian Open 
ADELAIDE (Reuters) - Dual first grand slam event. "He's had those sort of prob-
U.S. Open champion Patrick The decision me:.ins Sampras, \ems for a long time, when he 
Rafter said on Sunday world num- who pleaded fatigue after an ex- docs play a lot of tennis he docs 
bcr one Pete Sampras' decision to hausting end-of-season campaign seem to break down a bit." 
miss this month ·s Australian Open to retain his top ranking, could Rafter, returning to competi-
might boost his chances of taking lose it after the Australian Open, tion after recuperating from a knee 
the top ranking. starting in Melbourne on January injury, said Sampras' absence 

Rafter, ranked fo_urth in the 18. would not lead to a change of 
world, said his New Year's reso- Rafter, who was challenging tactics on his part for the A~stra-
lution was to claim the number Sampras for the top spot at the lian Open. 
one spot by year-end. end of 1998, is among the leading He will be striving to become 

'"I would like to think I can be contenders for the crown. the first Australian male to win 
number one by the end of the But Rafter expressed surprise the singles title at his home cham-
year, hopefully," Rafter said. Sampras would pass up a chance pionship since 1976 when Mark 

'"Pete, as you know, is not com- to equal Australian Roy Edmondson upset compatriot 
ing to the Australian Open now, Emerson's record of 12 grand John Newcombe. 
so it might give me a little bit slam singles titles. "'You takeonematchatatime," 

.~ more of a chance.:. Him missing . "He 'sobviously very tired,he's said Rafter. "I realise I can lose to 
,;_,t from the Australian Openjust .had a very heavy year la~t ye~r :anyoneatanytime,so(Iwill)just 
)l : m~kes it)1litt!efa~r~ promjsi!]g( · · and he does~·~ li~e. to. play too. : ·knuc~Ie~own and hopefully get a 
-~. . :;·/ · ~ : Ai.!~Q'ali~t1~9,p~p'~fici.~Js:s~i~/:·:. mu.chi" s~i~. ~?ft~r;_ ~n:ArJelaj_9~·?.":·gopq <)raw."· .. ,_:'· · :> ··, . . · 
I . ; . ·: : ·.::,. i:~11 ~~t~1~~i ~!}*mpras_:.YfP.\!-~cl'.;~: o;foi;th.eAti~.-t~~lisi~T,~n:.~tt .. ~c.,o!1t~.-E~! :.:"~ijf~rjs. st:h. ~~t.(l_~~)?.j)fay.<i·n·, •. ' f.J . ': ~ . : '. _ takp ~~ak:from the gan_:ie;They :toumame~c,:starting'onMon.day. :·;.: Ade1a1de and· then- a ·wania·ment, J 
· ' · had been fold by his agent that he· . "We've ·aif seen' that before; so : i'n Sydney as warm ups to the Aus: • 

was too tired to vie for the year's he's struggling with that." tralian Open. 

Mari.no, Elway meet again 
By DAVE GOLDBERG 

LIKE twins separated at birth, 
John Elway and Dan Marino 
met just once since being drafted 
in that great quarterback class 
of 1983. 

Next week, they meet for the 
second time in four weeks. 

Marino at Elway (well, Mi
ami at Denver). That matchup 
was set up when Jacksonville 
beat New England 25-10 Sun
day, sending the Dolphins, who 
beat Buffalo 24-17 on Satur
day, to Mile High Stadium. 

"We know it's going to be an 
uphill battle playing on the road 
when they have two weeks to 
prepare and an opportunity to 

get their team healthy,"' said 
Jimmy Johnson, whose Dolphins 
beat the Broncos 31-21 in Miami 
on Dec. 21. 

"That's why teams with a bye 
playing at home have such a high 
winning percentage in the play
offs. By the same token, anything 
can happen, and we like the op
portunity to go take a few 
chances." 

The Dolphins-Broncos game 
will be late nex.t Saturday, pre
ceded by San Francisco at At
lanta, a matchup set up by Steve 
Young's 25-yard touchdown pass 
to TetTell Owens with three sec
onds left that beat Green Bay 30-
27. 

The Jaguars will be at the 
NewYorkJetson Sunday. Then 
Minnesota, which finished with 
the NFL's best record, will host 
Arizona, which upset Dallas 20-
7 for its first playoff victory in 
51 years. 

According to the early odds, 
only the 49crs-Falcons is ex
pected to be close. Atlanta is 
favored by 3 points. the margin 
the oddsmakers gene rail y pro
vide for home field. 

Minnesota is favored by 14 
I /2 over the Cardinals; Denver 
is an 11 1/2-point favorite over 
Miami; and the Jets arc a 7-
point favorite against Jackson
ville. 

Swiss Ch(istina Nigg receives a hit in. her face fro_m Canadian Katie Burton during their /BC Super 
featherweight World champt0nsh1p bout m Aarau, Switzerland, Saturday. Katie Burton gained the title due 
technical knock out in fifth round. AP 

NBA lockout expected to end 
By RICK GANO 

CHICAGO (AP) - Clyde 
Drexler. who retired as a player 
after last se,1son, expects the 
American National Basketball 
Association lockout to end wit 
an abbrcviatt.:d season to folio 

'"I'd be very much surpri, 
there is not a season," said D 

who now coaches his former col
lege team, the University ofHous-
ton. 

'Tm looking at a 41-gamc sca
s0n and playoffs. The owners re
. lly wanted that. The players 

1ed a full season." 
· who played in the NBA 

., c.:ars and was voted_'.)nc of 

its 50 greatest players, said the 
players' union is solidified and 
won 'tcrack. The deadline forcan
ccling the season is Thursday. 

'"The players' union represents 
the voice of the players," he said. 
'"I don't think there will be a (full) 
vote. Don't try to divide the 
union." 

Sampras pulled out of the Australian Open Friday, citing fatigue from a 
relentless schedule which allowed him to remain No. 1 for a record sixth 
straight year. AP 

J{raji.cek questions ITF 
handling ,of Korda case 
SYDNEY,Australia(AP) ;_ Fom1er Wimbledon champion Richard 
KrajiceJcras questioned ,thefateITJati9nal Tennis Pederation 's han<llinu 
of thei:>efrKorda drug c~e and says players deserve more detai Is on th; 

incident. •'. > ... · 
KordaisfnJ~.tog~fond his t\ustralianOpen crown this month despite 

testing pbsifiye to the banned steroid Nandrolone at Wimbledon in July. 
Most major spc11ts,underlntemati6rial Olympic Committee guidelines. 
ban first-time steroid offenders for two years. 

The ITFhas yet to toe the IOC line but has provision for a maximum 
one-year suspension. 

The ITF opted for iu; minimum penalty in sentencing Korda, accept
ing the player's claim that he took the drug unknowingly. 

The 30-year-old Czech was stripped of 199 r:rnkings points :md 
$94,529 prize money he em11cd at Wimbledon. 

Krajicek said Monday the ITF needed to fully ~xplain iu; lenient 
stance. 

··Now is the time for the players to statt asking questio1is about wh:tt 
really happened.'' the world No, JO said after a practice session at White 
City, venue for next week's adidas International. 

''It's a very sensitive issue to talk about but I don't understand it. If he 
tested positive maybe he must have done it but maybe there must .be 
another side to the story. 

Moss breezes to 
rookie award 
NEW YORK (AP) - It is just 
like Randy Moss to run away from 
the competition. 

The game-breaking wide re
ceiver for the Minnesota Vikings 
was a landslide winner of The 
Associated Press' American Na
tional Football League Offensive 
Rookie of the Ye,~· award Sun
day. 

Moss, who led the NFL with 17 
touchdown receptions and aver
aged 19 yards per catch, received 
44 votes from a nationwide panel 
of 47 sports writers and broad
cnstcrs. 

Indianapolis quarterback 
Peyton Manning, the top overall 

pick in the 1998 draft, received 
two votes. 

The other vote went to Jack
sonville running back Fred Tay
lor. 

Moss, who refused to be inter
viewed after learning he won the 
award, was chosen 21st in the 
draft. 

Although he was an All-Ameri
can and a dangerous receiver at 
little-known Marshall University, 
off-field problems made most 
NFL,teams leery of selecting him. 

Regardless, the Vikings did and 
were rewarded with an All-Pro 
year in which Moss made 69 re
ceptions for 1,31?, yards. 

_., 
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IVYBL opens in Koblerville 
By Tony Celis . 
Variety News Staff 

THE ISLANDWIDE Village 
Youth Basketball League 
(IVYBL) is set to open its 
youth basketball season to
night at the Koblerville bas
ketball court. 

Having postponed the 
league's opening twice dur-

,, ing December, Tony 
Rogolofoi is now very opti
mistic about the success the 
league will have. 

Opening ceremony is slated 
for, 4 p.m. at the Koblerville 
village basketball court. 

After the ceremony, the first 
basketball games will be 

Patrick Tudela 

played. 
The first basketball game will 

feature Koblerville youths host
ing the team from Capital Hill. 

•.•' ~ ., 'I"_) ~~ ·:,:.. •·:,,,;1· ',:.::.,• • 'ct'r • 

Other basketball games are 
scheduled for play throughout the 
island villages. 

During the past couple of 
months many of the island's vil
lage basketball courts have un
dergone some renovations. 
Backboards have been repaired, 
new basketball rims and nets in
stalled, and boundary lines 
painted. 

The IVYBL begun months ago 
as only an idea of Patrick Tudela. 
Tudela, a Public School System 
(PSS) employee, perceived the 
need for a basketball league to 
cater to the island's 12-14 year 
old. 

"I wanted to give these young 

SSA Co-ed '98 championship 
best-of-three starts tonight 

By Tony Celis 
Variety News Staff 

JUST-4-FUN's Carol Ngiraidis 
is crossing her fingers, fortonights 
first ballgame, of a best-of-three, 
championship series in the Saipan 
Softball Association (SSA) Co
ed League. 

"We won two ballgames to 
reach the championship series. 
We won our first ballgame just 
before Christmas, and then we 
won the second ballgame just be
fore New Year, so I feel pretty 
good going into this champion
ship series. 

"But, really this league is mostly 
for fun,"added Ngiraidis. 

It may be a surprise for many 
co-ed softball fans, but the two 
teams going into the champion
ship series are first timers in this 
league. 

Continued on page 26 

Jaguars upset Patriots 
NEW YORK (AP)- Fred Tay
lor ran for I 62 yards and Jimmy 
Smith caught a momentum
-shifting 37-yard touchdown pass 
Sunday, leading the Jacksonville 
Jaguars to a 25-10 victory over 
the New England Patriots in the 
American National Footbal I 

. League wild-card playoffs. 

f···· 

The game was the first of two 
"wild-card'' playoff games Sun
day, with Green Bay playing the 
49ers in San Francisco in the other. 

Returning from a sprained ankle 
he sustained five weeks ago,Jack
sonvi Ile quar1erback Mark Brunell 
never performed as expected, fin
ishing I 4-for-34 for 16 I yards. 

But hi~ 37-yard scoring stri kc 
to Smith, who simply outran 
New Englan's Pro Bowl 
cornerback Ty Law on a side
line pattern, gave the Jags con
trol after Patriots cut a 12-point 
halftime deficit to 12-10. 

"It was a little difficult," 
conti11ued on ·µ-a·9e 26 

Spanish rider Joan Roma :ides his KTM through a pool of water during the second stage of the Dakar Rally 
between Rabat and Agad,r, Morocco, Saturday. Roma leads the race. AP 

SAIPAN 

! ..... 
,, I, ,' !" ~ 

Tony Rogolofoi 

boys something to keep them
selves busy, especially during 
their school vacations. It is also a 
way to keep them away from the 

streets and away from 
drugs,"said Tudela in an ear
lier interview. 

Tudela's idea was shared 
with Tony Rogolofoi. 

Rogolofoi an employee of 
the Department of Community 
and Cultural Affairs (DCCA) 
was the right man to seek as
sistance from, as he has a great 
deal of experience in the sports 
activities of the island, both as 
a player and an organizer. 

Rogolofoi had been busy 
with getting this league off the 
ground. Besides the repairs of 
the village's basketball courts, 
he was also busy getting other 

Continued on page 26 

SPG women's volleyball 
team continues practice 

By Tony Celis 
Variety News Staff 

FIFTEEN aspiring volleyball players continue to pursue their goal 
of making the CNMI National Women's Volleyball team. The team 
is being put toget-her for the upcoming South Pacific Games (SPG) 
beginning in May. The 1999 SPG will be hosted by Guam. 

According to the women's volleyball team headcoach Jonas 
Barcinas, the players were evaluated in numerous areas of volleyball 
that the coach feels is desirable for a competitive team .. Those areas 
include; ball serving, rolling and diving, blocks, spikes, and attitude. A 
total of I 35 possible points was used to evaluated the players. 

The final team cut will be made later this month. 
Eun Lee, Cathy Atlao, Iris Calvo, Moses Kadya, Aurora Santos, 

Olai Uludong, Beny Remarii, Emy Quitugua, Lani Buekis, Klans 
Rey, Percy Body, Hiroko Amemiya, Robin Lizama, Martha Satur, 

Co-nlinued on page 26 

Bowling Friday Night League 
team and individual standings 

Team w L Pct. 
Mark Sharks 47.0 21.0 69.12 
JG Sablan 46.0 22.0 67.65 
Micro! Toyota 46.0 22.0 67.65 
TheOnabs 39.0 29.0 57.35 
Joeten Enterprises 35.0 33.0 51.47 
Saipan Stevedore 34.0 34.0 50.00 
Wushin Corporation 32.0 36.0 47.06 
No Contest 31.0 37.0 45.59 
lnt'I Marketing 27.0 41.0 39.71 
Ambyth Shipping 26.0 42.0 38.24 
NMBA Youths 24.0 44.0 35.29 
Calculators 21.0 47.0 30.88 

High Scratch Games High Scratch Series 
Team ................................... Score ........... Team ............................... Score 
Mark Sharks ........................ 993 ............... JG Sablan ....................... 2798 
JG Sablan ........................... 973 ............... Mark Sharks .................... 2734 
High Handicap Game ........ High Handicap Series 
Mark Sharks ........................ 1104 ............. Mark Sharks .................... 3067 
Joeten Enterprises .............. 1049 ............. Joeten Enterprises .......... 3062 
High Scratch Games ......... (ind) ............. High Scratch Series ...... (ind) 

Yasu lrinaka ........................ 268 ............... Mark Halstead ................. 620 
Simon Manacop .................. 242 ............... Paul Pangelinan .............. 610 
Alex Castro Jr ..................... 235 ............... Yasu lrinaka .................... 600 
High Handicap Game ........ High Handicap Series · 
Yasu lrinaka ........................ 294 ............... Yasu lrinaka .................... 678 
Simon Manacop .................. 253 ............... Pedro Pangelinan ........... 651 
Alex Castro Jr ..................... 247 ............... Jack Cruz ........................ 643 
Janathan Tenorio ................ 247 ............... ----------

---------·--------------' 
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