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10 April 1944

Pvt. Richard M. Kageyama, 30101044 
Company A, 370 th Engineers 
APO 957
c/o Postmaster
San Francisco, California

Dear Mr. Kageyama, Thank you very much for your letter of 20 March 1944 enclosing a newspaper clipping from the Honolulu Star Bulletin. It was read with a great deal of interest and we appreciate your sending it to us. 

Sincerely,

???????

ADRIAN S. FISHER 
Captain, A. C.

Assistant Executive
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Dear Sir:

Enclose is a copy clipping of the Honolulu 
Star Bulletin. I hope that this will interest you 
on the subject.

It Is nearly two years "Since 
and the American Citizens (of Japanese A 
Alien) can look back confidently and rep 
critics, ”Our record speaks for us".

Pearl Harbor" 
ncestry and 
ly to the

Further, with justifiable pride, can point 
to a record of faithful service and loyalty to the 
United States as their answer to the alarmist.

RICHARD M. KAGEYAMA, 30101046 
Pvt. Co. A, 370TH Engineers
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Very truly yours,
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wear thik decorahex^ Wcauw it is 
rightfully an award to fee de­
ceased. to be retained by you as • 
sign of the "homage which the Unit­
ed States government pays one of 
America’s sons who is wounded or 
is killed in the valorous service of 
his country. , : ' ■ •

The war department believes that 
this Purple Heart Medal, which has 
a history dating back to its incep­
tion by Gen. George Washington, 
will always occupy a ptowpe of honor 
in your hearts.
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Families of Isle Soldiers Killed 
In Italy Given Posthumous Award

'A

By ELMONT WAITE 
Associated Press Staff Writer 

A proud United States army has 
given Purple Heart medals to the 
Japanese-American families of 60 
soldiers who died in action in Italy 
—because, said the colonel to 
of his little audiences, “your boy 
was an American." 

“Your soldier did not die grabbing 
land and loot and vessals for the 
Reich or for the Greater East Asia 
co-prosperity sphere," he said. 
“Your boy was an American and 
he fought and died as hosts of good 
Americans have always done 
when the cause of freedom is 
threatened.”

. .. The colonel and the sergeant 
made the speeches Saturday and 
Sunday—Col. Kendall J. Fielder,. 
because he represented Lt. Gen. 
Robert C. Richardson Jr-., com­
manding army forces in the cen- 
tral Pacific area, and Sergeant 
Howard K. Hiroki of Honolulu 
because he speaks Japanese, a 
tongue more familiar than English 
to some of the audience. 

#   #   # .
There were five little ceremonies 

—widely separated little neighbor- 
hood meetings, so the families 
could more easily attend.

The people came in quietly, some 
of them rather timidly, with polite 
bows to each other.

Some of the mothers and widows 
wept during the speeches, and 
once one of the grave-faced fathers 
reached hastily to borrow his wife’s 
hankerchief. He made it look as 
though he were wiping his -fore­
head.

#    #    #
One woman who looked as  

though she would always bring 
the finest cakes to the church so­
cials lost her determined, cheer­
ful air, leaned over against her 
neighbor and made soft little 
 moaning noises when Col. Field- 
er came to the part of his speech 
that said boys didn't need to die 
 to prove loyalty and bravery: 

#   #   
#“Your soldier knew, as you must 
know that there were some good 
Americans who out of righteous 
anger were slow to accept the fact 
of his wholehearted Americanism.

“He didn't need to die to prove 
to himself—or to you or to other 
Americans—that he was fine and 
loyal and brave. His willingness to 
serve America by fighting for her
proved that.

“Neither did it take his death to 
prove he was a hero. What he did

on the battlefields of Italy 
that; and it is to our grief 
that he could not have lived 
the fruits of his bravery, sac- 
rifice and his suffering.

 The first of the Hitler 
meetings was held at the 
Univer- sity of Hawaii where 

the absent soldiers had 
dents.

“I've slept through 
class in this hall,” Serges 
ki confessed.
The sergeant said his kn 

just a little as he unroled 
manuscript of Japanese  
to translate the colonel's

'But it was not like 
strangers; these were the 
own people, and one of the 
was for Masaharu Takeba 
he used to play baseball. 

They were together on 
land for army training, 
volunteers, before- Masah 
to Italy’s battlefront and 
geant bach to the Pacific 

The recipients of the ? 
in the front row dining 
entatian speeches, then sto? 
the audience to receive th 

# # # 
. Gravely Col. Fielder 
each by the hand, and 
a medal The only sound 
voice of the chairman, ca 
the names of the dead.

Young, attractive Mrs. 
Yamanaga. who receiv 
husband’s medal, had to 
head quickly a time or th 
others were near tears, 
one wept. They all stood 
erect.

#  #  #
Another young widow

Edith Y. Wasada, who se 
older than a schoolgirl, 
quiet little speech of resp 

She said all the relative 
lost soldiers, despite their 
were "happy to know that 
have helped to prove Ame 
is not and never was a n 
race . .

"It is up to us,” she 
carry on.’’

#  #  #
Sergeant Hiroki, who knew 

people well, said afterward 
thought they were taking 
fine.

They haven’t said a lot 
he explained, “but they to 
right."

And when you get a 
action notice, he . added 
there anyone can be 
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