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POPULATION ESTIMATES AND CENSUSES OF HAWAII, 1778-1850%

by
Robert C. Schmitt

The first fully successful census of Hawaii was conducted in

~ January, 1850, seventy-two years after the earliest recorded demo-

- graphic statistics of the island kingdom. The first population esti-
. mates for Hawalli, made by Captain Cook and his men in 1778-1779, were
- the roughest of approximations. American missionaries prepared esti-
- mates as early as 1823 and conducted censuses of the larger islands in
- 1831-1832 and 1835-1836. Government censuses were initiated in 1847.
By 1850, officials could report a complete, comprehensive count of the
- population, tabulated by age, sex, race and geographic area and sup-

. plemented by data on births and deaths. This 72-year period, one of

- major demographic changes for Hawail, thus embraced the first great

- phase in the evolution of demographic knowledge of the islands.

Sources

; Many individuals and groups contributed statistics on the popula-
- tion of Hawaii before 1850. Their work, unfortunately, appeared pilece-
- meal in widely scattered accounts, often missed by later historians.
The following pages present an effort to bring together and summarize
- these little-known sources.-
. No statistical record of pre-contact population still exlsts,
. unless we include the legendary census of Umi:

Umi became king of Hawaii about the year 1500, and established

his court in Kona. On one occasion he is said to have col-

lected all the people of Hawail at a small plain between the

cones on the inner side of Hualalai, to number them, and this

is called the Plain of Numbering to this day, by the older

Hawaiians. Two small hills are said to have been the seats

of the king and queen, with their retalners, while the census

was being taken. Later all the people went down on the plain,

where each deposited a stone, the strongest the largest,

making huge stone-plle memorlials around the heiau, one for

each district and on the sides toward the districts. Thus

the piles showed the relative size of the population of the

districts.l
f The earliest surviving contemporary estimates are those devised
by Captain Cook and his officers. Cook himself recorded an estimate
for the Island of Kaual in January, 1778.2 Captaln James King, who
completed Cook's account of his voyage after the latter's death, of-.
fered_island-by-island estimates for the entire archipelago as of

An alternative seﬁies was recorded by William Bligh, Cook's

Master during the voyage.+ Captain George Dixon, who visited the
islands in 1787, suggested still a different total for the date of

{ Contact.5
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i Contemporary estimates are almost completely lacking for the
- eritical years between 1779 and 1822, The only exception 1s a series
! prepared by george Youngson, an English carpenter who lived in Hawaii
~around 1805. Later writers, such as Adams, have had to resort to in-
 terpolation and non-statistical sources to reconstruct the demographic
. history of the period.7
; Estimatgs by the American missionaries are available for 1823 and
- later dates. Unlike the rough approximations published by early
~’ navigators, these estimates were usually based on intimate Itnowledge
~“. of the area, house counts, and even partial enumerations.9 Even 80,
~» 1t was possible for Adams to characterize their efforts as "...not
' very accurate, but nevertheless, valuable,"1lO
T The missionaries conducted censuses of five of the larger islands
7 1n 1831-1832 and 1835-1836. Careful preparations were made to obtain
.- vital data as well as population counts: ’
8 Considering the limportant bearing which the probable decrease
of the population of these islands has upon our work,

Resolved 1. That a register be kept at each station of all
the births and deaths, as far as they come within our know-
ledge, to be embodied in the annual report of the stations.

2. That we take the best means in our power for obtaining a
correct census of the people throughout the whole group, in-
cluding both natives and foreigners, in separate lists. And
that each station obtain the cooperation of the chiefs, or

- teachers or other persons, who shall, as far as practicable,
visit and number the people at their houses. And that some

-mlssionary, at each station, shall receive the returns, add
them, and forward the account, with the names of the districts,

— to thflPrinting Committee as early as the first of November
L next, -
L Fleld work was undertaken in late 1831 and again in late 1835.
./ The data were tabulated, estimates were added for the three missing
*1slands (Molokai, Lanal, and Kahoolawe), and the island totals pub-
"/ 11shed in 1836.12 The missionaries admitted that "...There 1s some
.. reason to believe that the population in 1832 was somewhat over-

.. rated, and we think it maX be a 1little under-rated by the present
e}?zﬁ835-183§7 enumeration."13 Users of the reports were sufficient&y
', impressed; however, to urge that the count be repeated annually.l

. Efforts to complete a general gopulation census in 1840 were ap-
° .. barently successful only on Kauai.l

i The first census law of the Kingdom of Hawall was enacted on June
. T, 1839 and approved by the king on November 9, 1840: |

. Let the tax officers...enumerate the people, male and female,
together with the children who pay the yearly tax; and make a

5 separate enumeratien /Sic/ of the old men and women and those

o children who do not pay taxes--let them take a yearly account

rouE of the deaths and births, by which it may be ascertained

whether the people of the kingdom are really diminishing in
numberEGOr not, and by that means the amount of taxes can be

known.
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; After several years 1t became evident that the tax officers were
“ ' not heedlng this mandate, and the king accordingly transferred re-
** pponsibllity for census enumerations and the registration of vital
. events to the newly-created Department of Public Instruction. Ap-
_proved by the king on April 27, 1846, this act specified both the con-
' tent and format (but not the frequency) of the census reports:
! The minister of public instruction shall be charged with the
stated enumeration of the inhabitants of this kingdom, of whom
it shall be his duty to make a complete census to be laid be-
fore His Majesty in privy council. The census to be taken
L shall comprise, in distinct columns, the inhabitants in each
o district, between such ages as the privy council shall direct,
ST specifying also the proportional number of each sex, and shall,
i as far as practicable, indicate their avocations /sic/ and
such other particulars as the privy council shall direct, in-
cluding %n annual billl of mortality, and of the natural 1in-
crease.
: The first census taken under the new act was begun in January,
.- 1847, Unfortunately, the Minister of Public Instruction was able to
. ... present comgéete data for only Kau District and the Islands of Lanai
- .- and Niihau, In a separate report, the Minister of the Interior com-
- plalned: "The law requiring parents to make returns of all births is
2 stringent, but the returns are not faithfully made...On account of this
. defect, I can not make full returns for the present year."19
G The census of January, 1848, like its predecessor, proved a fail-
. ure: "The efforts made by this department to secure a correct census
-~ +«..have not been successful...The reports of births and deaths are too
. lmperfect to form the basis of any calculation as to the increase or
..+ decrease of the population."20
o It was not until January, 1849 that the census enumerators man-
", aged to obtain a reasonably complete count of the population on all
... 1slands. The published results included population totals, annual
" births and annual deaths for each island, and, for_all islands com-
. bined, data on age, sex, and race or nationality.2l The 1849 count
- vas initially hailled as "...probably the most accurate census which
" has ever been made."22 Comparison with the 1850 census revealed many
ffinaccuracies, however, and the Minister of Public Instruction had to
"t admit that the 1849 count "...was taken at a time of general sickmess.
', The measles and whooping cough prevailed throughout the islands, and
1% is propable/sic/ that the enumerators/...were unable,in many cases,
| to attend properly to their duty."€3 AN eminent historian later wrote
., that ", .the official census of 1849 must be disregarded as wholly
A;iunreliable,"Zﬁ Even so, it represented a great stride forward.
. Finally, in 1850, the Kingdom of Hawali secured 1ts first fully
' acceptable population count. In scope, the 1850 census was identical
 to the one taken a year earlier. In completeness, however, it appears
' to have been far superior. Mr. Armstrong, in presenting the final
u-i‘tabulations, wrote: "This has been taken under my general superin-
.+ tendence, both in Jan. 1849 and 1850, and I give the result as I have
i received them sic/ from the School Superintendents of the several
<< distriects., They, together with the school teachers, ass%sted by the
' Am, Missionaries, were the immedlate agents of the work." He added
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- | that Eggée enumerators obtained "...greater accuracy...this year than
i last.,

Later critics had 1little reason to doubt his modest evalu-

. ation., Adams, describing this census and its successors, observed
~° that "...the data as to numbers, sex and geographical location are be-
“* 1lleved to be reasonably accurate..." although ",..the age data are not

'u;ito be relied upon."

7 thipd century B.C.2

Publication of the 1850 census provided a major benchmark in the

©ii gseventy-two-year evolution of Hawalils demographic statistics. It had
" " been a period of constantly increasing scope, refinement, and statis-
-+’i tleal sophistication in the compilation and analysis of population and
© i+ vital data. '

What did these statistics show?

Total Population

Population totals before 1778 are lacking. Radiocarbon dating,

~""isuppc.)x-t;ed by linguistic analysis, indicates that the Hawailan Islands

may have been inhabéted by 500 A.D., and perhaps even as early as the
From a small initial population--",.,presumably

»! ...not more than a few hundred persons..." according to Adams29--the

-+ Hawalians increased until "...population was pressing against the

means of subsigtence..." and even the more remete or marginal areas

©. were occupied.30 A gew writers have speculated that a peak was
.. reached before 1778.31

Evidence, however, is lacking:
The exact degree of blological equilibrium achieved by the
Hawaiians during the five centuries of their isolation will
never be known. It seems difficult to Justify the persistent

- claims that the native population of Hawaii, like that of
neighboring archipelagos in Oceanila, was in process of de-
generation and decline previous to the advent of Europeans.32
Numerous estimates are available for 1778-1779, the years of

‘. first contact., Cook!s officers were responsible for at least three, -

: %ﬁraﬁging from 242,200 to 500,000. Later students have usually expres-
.. 8ed preferences for totals between 200,000 and 400,000, although one

- went as low as 100,000.

The highest estimate 1s one suggested by Captain James King, who
completed Cook!s narrative of the voyage following the latter's death

. at Kealakekua in 1779:

In his manuscript log (as yet unprinted), Lieut. King,"after
discussing the question at considerable length, says, "The
above numbers collected together give half a million for the
population of these islands. It is mere guesswork, founded
pPrincipally upon the numbers given to Otahelti, and the com-
parative sigg and cultivation of these (Sandwich) Islands

with that."
King's published estimate was twenty percent lower, amounting to

400,000 re archipelago:

-..tigrigEZriggiparts ofpthe country are entirely uninhabited;
80 that, if the number of the inhabitants along the coast be
known, the whole will be pretty accurately determined. The
other /point/ is, that there are no towns of any considerable
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size, the habltations of the natives being pretty equally dis-
persed in small villages, round all their coasts. It is on
this ground, that I shall venture at a rough calculation of
the number of persons in this group of islands.

The bay of Karakakooa, in Owhyhee, is three miles in extent,
and contains four villages of about eighty houses each; upon
an average, in all three hundred and twenty; besides a number
of straggling houses; which may make the whole amount to three
hundred and fifty. From the frequent opportunities I had of
informing myself on this head, I am convinced, that six per-
sons to a house 13 a very moderate allowance; so that, on this
calculation, the country about the bay contains two thousand
one hundred souls. To these may be added, fifty familles, or
three hundred persons, which I conceive to be nearly the num-
ber employed in the interior parts of the country, amongst
thelr plantations; making in all two thousand four hundred.
Iff, therefore, this number be applied to the whole extent of
coast round the island, deducting a quarter for the unin-
habited parts, it will be found to contain one hundred and
fifty thousand. By the same mode of calculation, the rest of
the i1slands will be found to contain the following numbers:

Owhyhee, ~=c—wnmmrananae e ——— ~====150,000
MoWee , mmmmm e m e e e e ~~ 65,400
Woahoo,~=—== s e e e ta e - 60,200
AtoOl, mmmm e s o ————————— 54,000
Morotol, —w==—w—- e ———————— e ————— 36,000
OnecheoW, ~~=mmmeccreccwn e ———— - e e o e 10,000
Renai,w-eecenew- —————— e 20,400
Oreehoul, ~~==mmmme e —c - 4,000
Total of inhabitants,—e=—eemeccccacas 400,000

I am pretty confident, that, in this ca%ﬁulation, we have no
exceeded the truth in the total amount. :
o If King's estimate of 600 inhabitants per mile of coagt i1s ap-

.. plied to a more accurate meaggrement of "general coastline" (725 miles,
.+ exeluding the leeward islets3?), an all-island population of 435,000
"+ 18 obtained. . 6

o Bligh's estimate was 242,200.30 His basis for this figure is

g Uimoun. isitor in 1787, deemed King'!s estimate
SO Capt rge Dixon, a visitor in , deem

oo uOO,gogiﬂggzgt%y exaggérated" and suggested that a 1779 total of
- 200,000 would "be much nearer the truth." Dixon'!s all-island total
- ¥Was apparently based on his own observation ?f Kaual and the previous
-~ estimates for that island by Cook and King.3 Captain V. M. Golovnin,
- Who vigited Hawail in 1818, likewlse preferred 200,000, citing the
' Opinion of European residents as his authority.3
. Among later writers, many accepted King's figure. One was

- | Artemag Bis op,39 Another was the editor of the Pacific Commercial

/Advertiser.ﬂo A. 0. Forbes published an exhaustive review of the

./ &VIdence which in balance seemed to support an estimate of 400,000.
.- A numbep of travel and history books (frequently ascribing the estimate
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he constructed the estimate with care, it hardly seems to be
more than an arbitrary approximation.

: Youngson's estimate deserves comment., It has been completely 1g-
~rnored in the published literature, and, except for Kuykendall (whose
',v:notes7 contain a reference to Freycinet!s use of the data), no modern

.-, writer appears to be aware of the Youngson figure. Freycinet!s foot-~
" note sounds skeptical; the methodology, 1f any, remains a question
" ‘mark; Youngson's qualifications as a demographer--he 1s, after all, de-
- scribed as a carpenter--are open to question; and, in fact, no other
‘historical record of Youngson's residence is available locally. Al-
" though such considerations would appear to throw some doubt on the
. valldity of Youngson'!s estimate, the fact remains that it stands the
. test of reasonableness far better than many others published for the
- years before 1832. This is particularly true if 1t is assumed to per-
. tain to 1803 rather than 1805, and thus to represe9g the population
before rather than after the great plague of 1804, It 13 quite
. close to Adams!s reconstructed figure of 266,000 for 1803. 3" The
... Youngson figures for individual islands are intermediate between
King's &779 estimates and those computed by the missionaries in the
.,1820’8? except for Molokai, Lanai, and Niihau, in fact, they appear
.;go be remarkably close to what we now judge to have been the correct
. totals.
S Relatlvely few efforts have been made by later writers to fill
- " the forty-three-year span following King's departure, David Malo was
- reported to have estimated a population of 240,000 for 1798.72 A news-
7" paper editor, writing in 1862, suggested all-island totals of 350,000 -
.. 'in 1800 and 175,000 in 1804.76  Adams proposed estimates for four sep-
~rarate dates between 1778 and 1823; 270,000 to 280,000 in 1796; 266,000
%o 280,000 in 1803-%%04; 152,000 to 154,000 in 1804-1805; and 144,000
- to 145,000 in 1819.
T The record 1s resumed in 1822, In a note dated August 10, 182278
. Tyerman and Bennet asserted that the population was "above 200,000." ;
¢ Mathison, who visited Oahu at the same time as Tyerman and Bennet, ~
fﬁwﬁote %Bat he would not put it "at more than 150,000" for the entire
- chain, \ N
L The missionaries tried to_estimate the population in 1823, Tgeir
. "official" figure was 150,000.80 Stewart reported the same total,Sl
" but his estimates for individual islands added to little more than 8
| 5141,000.ga Ellis gave the all-island total as "130,000 or 150,000;"S3
- -his data by island, differing from Stewag&'s in only a few minor de-
: taills, summed to somewhat above 139,000. The version usually quoted
. by later writers, with or without credit, was that derived by Jarves
o+ from Stewartts figures and labeled "a loose gstimate for 1823, In
- this form, the 1sland data added to 142,050.85 ~Adams's revision put

the total at 134,925. ,
? The missignégyscensus of 1831-1832, supplemented by estimates for

. the unsupve ed islands, showed a population usually reporked as
,;130,313’§7 thhough one source gave the count as 129,81k, Findings
0f both this census and the count made four years later were eventu-

+2lly pevigsed by Adams. "He did this by checking earlier figures
‘‘2gainst later ones, the figures with one island with those of another

~/Over a3 pepiod of time...He came to the point where he was ab%ggto

- .®valuate the relative reliability of individual enumerators. He

E
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~~even uncovered some double-cotnting.90 Adams concluded: "Accepting
i the data of the census, revising the estimates on the basis of later
... and more adequate information and adding, I find the population in

- 11832 to have been 124,449,191 , ‘

C The mlsslionaries published estimates for both 1833-1834 and mid-
~ ' 1834, but neither amounted to more thgn a rounding or slight adjust-
. 7": ment of the 1831-1832 census counts.9 . :
Do The missionary census of 1835-1836, like its predecessor limited
- - .to five 1slands and supplemented by estimates for_the other three,
. 'wlindicated a populgﬁion usually given as 108,579,93 although one source
. 1 reported 108,393, Adams revised this total downward to 107,954.95
T Several estimates are available for the early and middle 1840ts,
“*:' The aboggive census of 1840 suggested a total in the neighborhood of
..« 88,000, Kuykendall later estimatgg the native population at
0 :17.103,790 in 1840 and 99,626 in 1844, Horatio Hale, philologist for
<+ the Wilkes Expeditign, visited Hawaii in 1840-1841 and reported a

- figure of 100,000.9° "The 1845 total was later estimated at 90,000,99
o The official census taken in January, 1849 reported 80,641,100
-+ As noted earlier, this census was marred by considerable underenumer-

-« atlon, The population, birth and death totals obtained twelve months
.- . later suggested a "true" 1849 population of 87,063,101

a Thi gensus of January, 1850 reported an Island population of

. 84,165,10 ‘
- The trend indicated by the foregoing data is summarized in Table
« 1, Adams's estimates and census adjustments have been accepted for

... the period from 1778 to 1836 (note, however, that Adams prepared al-

i ternative estimates for several years).i03 “The 1849 figure is that

'liéimplied by the 1850 census rather than the actual 1849 count, The

1850 total is the official census count. -
o TABLE 1. TOTAL POPULATION OF HAWAII: 1778 TO 1850 -

o Population , -
e _DATE Series A] Serles B DATE POPULATION
. 1778 300,000 | 300,000 1823 134,925
. 1796 280,000 | 270,000 -1831-1832 | - 124,449
01803 emeaeee 266,000 1835-1836 107,954

. 1804 280,000 | 154,000 Jan. 1849 . 87,063
1805 152,000 | ~==ee-- Jan. 1850 84,165

. 1819 | 1457000 | 144,000 N

e These estimates indicate an average annual decline of 1.7 percent
", 'between 1778 and 1823, 1.0 percent between 1823 and 1831-1832, 3.5 per-
. i cent between 1831-1832 and 1835-1836, and 1.8 percent between 1835-

111836 and 1850. , |
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NOTES

]? #This article is the first of two on demographic statistles of

- Hawail from 1778 to 1850. It describes available sources and cites
- all-lsland population totals from each source. A second article,

- .scheduled for later publicatlon, will cover geographic distribution,
~composition of the population, fertility, mortality, and migration.
o 1. Albert S. Baker, "Ahua a Umi," Hawaiian Almanac and Annual for
© 1917, p. 63. See also Clarice B. Taylor,‘"The Origin of Aha-a-Umi,"
' Honmolulu Star-Bulletin, March 14, 1960. ‘
CL 2. Captaln James Cook, Tne Three Voyages of Captain James Cook
" Round the World, Vol. VI (London: Longman, Hurst, Rees, Orme, and
... Brown, 182T), p. 212.

g 3. Ivid., Vol. VII (by Captain James King), pp. 118-119.

L L4, T®.=Commander Rupert T. Gould, "Bligh's Notes on Cook's Last
" Voyage," The Mariner's Mirror, Vol., XIV, No. 4, October, 1928, p. 385.
Co 5. Captaln George Dixon, A Voyage Round the World, 2nd Edition
~ “(London: Geo. Goulding, 1789S p. 207.

B 6. Louis de Freycinet, Voyage Autour du Monde, Tome Deuxieme,

. Deuxieme Partie (Paris: Chez Pillet Alne, 1839), p. 585.

T 7. For the work of Romanzo Adams, see his two untitled, undated,
-.-and unpublished manuscripts in the custody of the Department of Soci-
.ology of the University of Hawali. The first consists of four chap-
‘ters from a work in progress, and runs from p. 86 to p. 151. The

- .second, apparently prepared as a substitute for the first, consists of

an appendix running from p. 439 to p. 463. Parts of both are quoted in

" Bernhard Lothar Hormann, Extinction and Survival: A Study of the Re-

' ,actlon of Aboriginal Populations to European Expansion (unpubllshed
g Ssertatlion, Department of Soclology, University of Chicago,
: September, 1949).
'i 8. The Missionary Herald, Vol. XX, No. 6, June, 1824, p. 185,
" 9. WITIfiam EIIis, A Narrative of a Tour Through Hawaii. Reprint
) of the London 1827 Edition (Honolulu: Hawallan Gazette Co., Ltd., A
'1917), pp. 20-32 and 91; The Missionary Herald, Vol. XXV, No. 7, July,
1829, pp. 211-212.

10. Adams, MS, pp. 105-106 (quoted in Hormann, op. cit., p. 221),
e 11. Extracts from the Minutes of the General Meeting of the
'Sandwich Tslands' Mission, Held at Honolulu, June and July, 1835
7VT65hu' Mission Press, 1835), P. if.

12. Extpacts from the Minutes of the General Meeting of the
‘Sgndwich Islands' Mission, Held a 87ono.lu u, June and July, 3B
~\Oahu: MissIon Press, 1630), D. 1
;é7 13. diTﬁéoMigsionary He%ald, Vol. XXXIII, No. 7, July, 1837, p.

!wi 7.

- 14, e Hawaiian Spectator, Vol. I, No. 4 (October, 1838), pp.
”~h26‘427, ng Sgﬁdwich Isgands Gazette, October 6, 1838.

' 15. ~The Polynesian, August 1D, 1840 and October 17, 1840; Sir
Ge°rge SIMEEBHT_NEFFEETVE of a Journey Round the World Durin the

Xears 1841 ol. Tondon: enry Colburn, p. 11.
8y 16, '%ggslof the Hawaiian Islands," The Polynesian, September 18,
1041, ,




P e e

" HAWAII HISTORICAL REVIEW - JULY, 1964 152

; 17. Statute Laws of His Majesty Kamehameha III. An Act to Organ-

- 1ze the Executive Departments of the Hawallan iIslands. Part IV, De-
~‘pagtment of Public Instruction. General Provisions. Section III, p.
. e22.

et 18. "Report of the Minister of Public Instruction," The Poly-
e 9. Report of the Minister of the Interior...April 30th, 1847,

P 9.
S 20. Report of the Minister of the Interior (Acting Provisionally
!~ as Minister of Public Instruccion)...Apr , » Pe 3.
o 2l, "Census of the Hawalian IsIands--From Official Documents--
- Taken January, 1849," The Polynesian, November 10, 1849,
vy 22, The Friend, Novembef"15,‘1é49. Voo
e 23. T"Report of the Minister of Pub. Instruction...April 22,
~.1850," The Polynesian, May 4, 1850.
& 24T Ralph S. Kuykendall, The Hawaiian Kingdom, 1778-1854 (Hono-
> 1lulu:  The University of Hawaii, 1938), p. 330.
TEE 25. Robert C. Schmitt, "A Census Comparison of Hawali's Citi-
.+ zens," Paradise of the Pacific, Vol. 65, No. 6 (June, 1953), pp. 28-
n5.29 (revised as Hawall Department of Planning and Research, The Censuses
. of Hawail, 1500-1960, Research Report 25, July 11, 1962).
Sl 20, "Report of the Minister of Pub. Instruction...April 22,
1850:" op. cit. : ’ o ' -
o 27, ams, MS, p. 106 (quoted in Hormann, op. cit., p. 2212.
a

S 28. Kenneth P. Emory, Changing Hidden Worlds of Polynesia

... paper presented to the Social Sclilence Assoclation, December 3, 1962),

i~ Ps 5; discussion with Mrs. Marion Kelly, Assistant in Anthropology,
‘Bernice P. Bishop Museum, March 15, 1963; discusslon with Dr. Emory,

~  February 7, 1964. ' o R S

R 29. Adams, MS, p. 88. )

il 30. 1Ibid., pp. 87-88 (quoted in Hormann, op. cit., p. 220);

..~ Kenneth P, Emory, The Island of Lanai. A Survey of Native Culture
¢{(Bern1ce P. Bishop Museum, Bulletin 12, > Pe ;s Samue .
Z~;Kamakau, Ruling Chiefs of Hawaill (Honolulu: The Kamehameha Schools
.. Press, 1951), p. 235.

o 31. See, for example, A. O. Forbes, "The Decrease of the Hawaiian
'%figoplg and the Causes Assigned for It," The Hawalian Gazette, January
-1+ 10, 188 . ;

-ffiér 32, Andrew W. Lind, An Island Community (Chicago: The University
. o Chicago Press, 1938 . 93.
et 33.g Footnote g; %: g. Wilson, editor, in Archibald Menzies,

" Hawaili Nei 128 Years Ago (Honolulu: publisher not indicated, 1920),

- Pe 1306Y , , : ST

b 4, ee footnote 3. ' R N
B 35. gawaig Departgent of Planning and Research, Geographic Sta-
' tistics of Hawail (Research Report 15, January 15, 1962, p. 5.

e 35. Gould, loc. eit. . - e - L T

37. Dixon, Toc. cit. S
38. Capt. V. M. Golovnin, Tour Around the World (1822). MS

-ﬁj%ranslation, by Ella M. Embree, of chapters on Hawall, 1n Gregg
-/ Sinclair Library, University of Hawaili.

N i
Lo
5




"I HAWAII HISTORICAL REVIEW - JULY, 1964 153

NS 39. "An Inquiry into the Causes of Decrease in the Population of
.~ the Sandwich Islands," The Hawaiian Spectator, Vol. I, No. 1 (January,
-°1838), p. 53; also S. E. Bishop, Why Are the Hawailans Dying Out? é a
. ’fpapgr read to the Honolulu Social Sclence Associatlon, November, 1888),
_"34po o E

o 4o. Editorial in issue of November 6, 1862
4i. Op. cit,
'? 42, A. Mouritz, Our Western Outpost Hawaii (Honolulu: Published
. 'by the author, 1935), P. 2b. I have been unablé to find Mouritz's
" source for Malo's estimates. B
b 43. Rev. Henry T. Cheever, The Island World of the Pacific
. (New York: Harper and Brothers, 1851), p. BL.
Y 44, W. B. Elkin, "An Inquiry Into the Causes of the Decrease of
~~the Hawalian People," The American Journal of Sociology, Vol. VIII,
> No. 3 (November, 1902); p. 399. N :
i L5, Loc. ecit.

%

46. ISIT George Simpson, op. cit., II, p. 10.
47. Manley Hopkins, Hawali: the Past, Present, and Future of Its

i Island Kingdom, 2nd Edition ew York: . Appleton an O., N
P, 3687““—5‘-‘ ; : , T

L 48. Joseph King Goodrich, The Coming Hawaii (Chicago: A. C.

-+ MeClurg and Co., 191%), p. 84. _ ~

oo tE 49. capt. C. E. Dutton, The Hawaiian Islands and People (Wash-
- ington: Judd and Detweiler, 188UY), p. 27. ,

- 50. A. Marques, "The Population of Hawalian Islands. Is the
. Hawallan A Doomed Race? Present and Future Prospects," Journal of
.~ -the Polynesian Society, Vol. II, No. 3 (September, 1893), p. 257.

s 5I. Loc. cit, ' ‘

o 52. Editorial, "What Was Hawall's Native Population?" Honolulu
- Star-Bulletin, July 16 and 17, 1951. —
T 03. Jack A. Myerson,"Depopulation Among the Native Hawaiians"
f;ﬁggggblished M. A. thesis, University of California, Los Angeles, June,
3 3 390 : ) .
o 54, Dixon, loc. cit.

. 55. Menzies, op. cit., p. 42.
it 56. Log and MS journal, both cited in Kuykendall's notes in
- eustody of Gregg Sinclair Library, University of Hawaii.
S 57. Captain George Vancouver, A Vovage of Discovery to the North

- < Pacific Ocean and Round the World... (London: John Stockdale, 18017,

Yol IIT,"pp. 391-393. IR
. 58. Menziles, op. cit., pp. 135-136.

59. Emory, The Island of Lanai, loc. cit.

. 60. James Montgomery, comp., Journal of Voyages and Travels by
- the Rev. Daniel Tyerman and George Bennet, Esq. ... (Boston: C(rocker
S ‘an gews eI', ) VO . II, pp O - . . .
. 1, e 3.
See footnote 3 Edw

iy 2.8 History of the Hawalian or Sandwich Islands (London:

- 0xon, 1843 p. 300-377. -
b é3, Rgéagzo Adams, Interracial Marriage 1nrHawa11 (New York:
*/The Macmillan Co., 1937), p. 2; Adams, MS, p. I12. :

S 4. oOp. eit., p. 223. s




——

" HAWATI HISTORICAL REVIEW - JULY, 1964 154

o 65. Andrew W, Lind, Hawail's People (Honolulu: University of
+U . Hawali Press, 1955), p. & and p. 15,
Fod 66. Lecture notes cited by Mrs. Marion Kelly, Assistant in An-
.t 7 thropology, Bernice P. Bishop Museum, in letter to present author,
v = March 15, 1963.
i 67. Hawall Department of Planning and Research, Statistical
- Abstract of Hawaii, 1962 (May, 1952), p. 7.
R 08, Hawall Department of Planning and Research, Historical Sta-
‘tistics of Hawali, 1778-1962 (September, 1962), p. 5.
Ry 09, Loc. cilt, Translation by Dr. Lewis Schipper.
N 70. 7Ibid

SYT 71. In custody of the Gregg Sinclair Library, University of

/. Hawaii,
: 72. Adams, MS, p. 117.
73. Ibid., p. 457 (quoted in Hormann, op. cit., p. 233).
T4. Treyelnet, loc. cit.
= 75. A. Mouritz, Booklet II. History of the Pacific Navigators
-~ and _Explorers. Revised., (Honolulu: 1942), p. 27. No source glven.
E 76. Pacliflic Commercial Advertiser, November 6, 1862,

e ezgg. MS, p. 112 and p. 457 (the latter quoted by Hormann, op. cit.,
p' ] ‘
: 78. James Montgomery, comp., op. c¢it., Vol. II, p. 35.

o 79. Gilbert Farquhar Mathison, Esq., Narrative of A Visit to
- Brazil, Chile, Peru, and the Sandwich Islands (London: Charles
. Knlght, 18257, p. 439.

5 80. The Missionary Herald, Vol. XX, No. 6 (June, 1824), p. 185.

B 81. T. S. Stewart, Journal of a Residence in the Sandwich Is-
ff ﬂ1ands During the Years 1823, 1824, and 1&825... {London: H. Fisher,
. . Son, and Jackson, 1828), p. 141,
o4 82, 1Ibid., pp. 25-27.
83. ©Op. cit., p. 32.
84, TbId., pp. 20-30.
85. Javrves, op. cit., p. 373.
86. InterracTal Marriage in Hawaiil, op. cit., p. 8.
g 87. Tee Tootnote 12.
T 88. W. C. Woodbridge, He Hoikehonua ("Geography")(Oahu: Mea Pai
. Palapala a Na Misionari, 1é36), back cover. ‘
S 89. Hormann, op. cit., p. 222.
o 90. Andrew W. TInd, personal discussion. .
A 91. Interracial Marriage in Hawaii, op. cit., p. L4, as corrected
. to include—EEE_ﬁ5ﬁ:ﬁEWEIIEH—%EEﬁIEEIBE_Ihd1caEea on p. 8.
O | 92, Report of the American Board of Commissioners for Forelgn
o 118sions, Read at the Twenty-olxth Annual Meeting...1835 (Boston:
"~ , table I, p. 3 Extracts from the Minutes o e General Meeting
. Of the Sandwich Islands Mission Held at Honolulu, June and July, 1830
~owvahus "MIssTon Press, 103%4), p. 32.
e 93. See footnote 12. :
94. Woodbridge, loc. cit.
95. Interracial Marriage in Hawaii, op. cit., p. 8.

96. TIr George Simpson, op. cit., II, p. ll.
97. The Hawaiian Kingdom, T778-1854, op. cit., p. 336.

TR ey




s

e

' HAVAII HISTORICAL REVIEW - JULY, 1964 s

&

i

=f35'3u 98. "Migrations in the Pacific Ocean," The Polynesian, July 2U,
- 1847, |

99. The Polynesian, August 2, 1862.

100. The Polyneslan, November 10, 1849,

101. See footnote 23.

102. Ibid. '

Sk 103. Romanzo Adams, Interracial Marriage in Hawaii, op. cit.,
p. 8; MS, p. 112 and p. ﬁ57 (the Iatter quoted In Hormann, op. clt.,
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MUSEUM IN A PARK
by
Manuel G. Jardin

L The park and museum located at 2913 Pali Highway and Puiwa Road
. was once the summer home of Queen Emma. It was also referred to as
! -the queen's mountain residence. Her town house, situated at the inter-
..~ -8ection of Nuuanu and Beretanla Streets, was known as Rooke House,
o Queen Emma was born in Honolulu on January 2, 1836, as Emma
- '.’Kaleleokalani, the daughter of Fanny Young Kekelaokalanl and George
. Naea. However, having been adopted by Thomas Rooke, M. D., she became
i known as Emma Kalanikaumaka Roolke. : -
. On June 19, 1856, she was married in Kawalahao Church to Kin
 Kamehameha IV, the 22-year-old grandson of Kamehameha the Great. Be-

, ?{gre his inauguration as king in 1855, he was called Prince Alexander
Liholiho. ’ '
Ok The marriage was not a long one, lasting a little over seven years.
- The young king passed away in his sleep on November 30, 1863, in Hono-

. lulu, at the early age of 29.
B As Dowager Queen, Emma continued to devote herself to the service
lfﬁ°£ ﬂer people for another 22 years, until death called her at the age
..~ Ol 49 years,
N Fgr the five or six years following the death of the queen on
- April 24, 1885, the summer home, affectlonately called Hanalakamalama#®
- ¥Was neglected and allowed to run down.
ik In 1891 the minister of the interior issued a permit to James
.+ Gordon Spencer to occupy the land as tenant at will, with provision
"..that Spencer expend not less than 3300 in repairing buildings.
: Hanaiakamalama was built in 1843 by John G. Lewls and later sold
-~ to John Young (Keoni Ana opio), uncle of Queen Emma, from whom she in-

i herited the property.
s Probablg tﬁe f{rst to suggest that the Queen Emma premises be set

e The English version of Hanaiakamalama appears to lose something in
. the tranglation, but Mrs. Dorothy Kahananul, Hawallan language author-

1%y, gives it as "foster child of the moon". -
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“" aside as a park was the Pacific Commercial Advertiser of June 6, 1906.
‘It urged public sentiment to save the property Irom covetous real
' estate operators,

S Apparently there was no immediate response to the Advertiser
. i.article. The subject was brought up at one of the meetings of the

- . Laimi Improvement Club but 1it, too, failed to act.

i The matter dragged on for some years. Then, early in 1910, James
. T. Taylor, a professional engineer, resident, and owner of nearby prop-
.{.~erty, approached Ernest F. Aguiar and Manuel G. Jardin on the subject

-~ of a petition to the legislature to have the Queen Emma home made a

park.

: Both Agular and Jardin were residents of upper Nuuanu and employ-
ees of the Mercantile Printing Co., owned by Ed Towse. The latter had
‘been elected representative in the legislature from the fourth dis-
‘trict; he encouraged his two employees to circulate the proposed
petition. '

; With a properly-drawn petition in hand, Aguiar and his committee
rof Jardin, Joseph E. Medeiros, Kalani Scott, and William Kaahuil started
at the city's electric power station with the Frazees. They then con-

.. tacted Charles Wight, James Taylor, Roxor Damon of Puiwa Road, and

. James Gordon Spencer (caretaker of the premises in question), going
...all the way down to George Rodiek, Alfred Castle, Richard Cooke, the

- ./Johnstones, the Schaefers, the Walkers, and the Robinsons, and ending
.. With Clive Davies at Judd Street.

. There was not a single refusal to sign. The petition was given
. :to Representative Towse for presentation to the legislature. There

./were other interested people, especially the Daughters of Hawaii, in
"~..the move to make the home a park.

T On April 1, 1911, Representative Ed Towse introduced Concurrent

* 'Resolution No. 17 into the legilslature, requesting that the "Queen

-Emma Place" in Nuuanu Valley be set aside as a public park to be known
" ;. as "Nuuanu Park". .

o The resolution was adopted in the Hggselon the day of introduc~
' tion, and on April the Senate adopted also.

B ’With the gassage of the resolution, and with Executlive Order No.
4 of Governor Walter F. Frear, issued April 6, 1911, the premises were
~ ‘designated as "Nuuanu Park". Its area was 9.824 acres. .

R Official designation of the mansion as a museum came four years

7 later with the pasggge of Act 188, S. L. 1915, which directsd the
y-égovernor of Hawaii to provide for the setting aside of the "Queen Emma
‘.. flouse Reservation" as a Hawaillan museum.

a Executiie o?dep No. 31 of Governor Lucius E. Pinkham, dated July
120, 1915, provided for the Hawailan Museum and authorized the same to
- be under the direction of the Daughters of Hawali. The executive
',égpder also provided that 22,750 square feet, more or less, of the park
© . D@ prege site of the museum. :
R Siiggdt§2tt2§me much restoration has been done to make the former

. Pesidence worthy of being called Hanalakamalama. The late Mayor John

‘H Wilson, who was quite familiar with the premises, directed most of

“ithe work on the main building and also restored the lovely fern house.

oo Today the luscious, green "Nuuanu Valley Park", with an area of

},§8-55 acres, contains more than 20 varieties of trees. It 1s under the

L
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'“Jurisdiction of the city's Parks and Recreation Department. :
N The dignified home, formally called the Queen Emma Museum, no
“closely resembles i1ts appearance in the days when the dowager queen
.. 1lived there. The beauty and charm of the museum have been well de-

. -~ scribed by various writers. Probably none has given it a more detailed
"~ " treatment than Kathleen D. Mellen in her latest book, Hawalian Herit-
... 'age. The museum 18 open to the public Monday through Friday rrom 9:00

~a.m. to 4:00 p.m., and on Saturday from 9:00 a.m. to noon. Guided
tours are made from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m., and again from 2:00 to 3:00
‘p.m. »

~_NOTE: Dates, figures, and other facts cited in this article were
- tverified at the Hawail State Archives; there the author also checked
" " the petition signed by residents of upper Nuuanu fifty-three years ago.
. Mr, Jardin writes: "I have derived some pleasure in delving into the
-+~ history of“the 'Museum in a Park'!, as that was the scene of much of my
‘boyhood... :

£y

TERROR IN THE NIGHT
by

: Harvey Lee

S It all started on the afternoon of May 22, 1960. My aunt, who
‘1lives next door, told us that a tidal wave (or, more correctly, a
- . tsunami) might come because of an earthquake somewhere in Chile, thou-
.. sands of miles away.
3 With that knowledge, and from habit, we packed a few things just
~iin case--clothing, mostly, and some important papers such as birth
- certificates : :
O We kept the radio on all the rest of the day to hear what was de-
..~ iveloping., The usual things were sald--reports of wave activity from
.. -1 other areas to the line south of Hawaii. We didn't think much of the
' ivarning. '
e T%at night sirens howled and radio bulletins followed one another
~while local and state civil defense officials went into action. All I
‘. remember is that what we packed was in the parlor, and that I went to
./ bed with the sirens still blaring. .

e Our house was situated so that if a wave did come, we could get
" 'hit both from the front and from the side; we lived two or three

-~ blocks in from the ocean and two blocks from the Wailoa River.

| My next memory is of my mother yelling for us seven children to
iWake up, I could tell from her tone of voice that something was wrong.
11 sensed at once what was going on; the wave had hit. We ran to our
icar, fopgetting about what we had packed. In the car we counted heads
and found one missing. My brother, Richard, was still sleeping in the
_houge; my mother, crying and almost hysterical, rushed in to get him.

s

';éThen we took off.
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Our house was on Ohia Lane, which connects with Piopio Street.

‘.. Once out of the lane, I could hear people screaming and running along
« < the streets to higher ground. Our neighbor, a mortician, was running
o~ too with his family. The funny thing was that he had three cars. My
. “mother then began to pray aloud; my little brothers and sisters were
" +screaming and crying. In the background I could hear buildings being
v -smashed to bits. All the lights went out. As we left Piopio Street,
+‘ve stopped at the corner service statlion so that my father could go
~back to see 1if my aunt, uncle, and grandmother had got out safely, too.

‘But the nolse of rushing water and of buildings being crushed into
‘firewood made us head up Kilauea Street to another service station
.about 800 yards away. There my father left us. We walted in the car

~and prayed for dear life.

My father came back and reported: Aunt, uncle, and grandmother

_-were all right; our house was still standing, but there was a swimming
“'pool under it. We then went up to Villa Franca, where my uncle lived.
- There came my aunt, uncle, and grandmother. They told us that when

‘they got into the lane the water had come and was surrounding the car.
‘Debrls blocked the way, so they had to get out and clear it. My
‘grandmother, who had been sleeping, thought she heard a fire engine
:8hooting water; that is how she awoke. My uncle, who lives next door
o us, owns a service station on the bayfront area, so he, my father,
.and my other uncle went to see what had happened. We then settled

‘}ourselves, but couldn't sleep, so we talked of the night'!s events.

! My mother, father, next door uncle, and aunt had gone to a canal
rabout two blocks away to see the water rise and fall. My mother said

.ithat people were catching fish--mullet--because the canal overflowed.
~/Then she heard this noilse like the roar of a train and knew immedi-

ately what was happening. A big wave was on the way. She and all the
‘rest of the people there rushed to thelr homes so that they could get

"out fast. My mother outran my father; this was when I heard her yell-

‘ing to us. My cousin said that when the lights went out, blue flashes
‘came from the utility poles--the generator site had been knocked out.
" We couldn't go into the disaster area for about two days. Even

fifthen, passes from the civil defense were needed; they were given only
~ to residents, businessmen, and others involved.

As I rode in the car down Piopio Street, I could see that half of

:"fit was in shambles, while the other half was undamaged. Just before

- 'We reached the turn into our lane, I saw a building right in the middle

' 0f the street.

There was this smell of rotten fish and other decaying things

‘?éround the whole area. I found mullet in our yard and under our house. .

Sand from the ocean was everywhere. I found several orchld plants and

'-¢0ther things. None of the three houses belonging to us, to my uncle,
.. and to my grandmother was damaged, but the house next door to my grand-
" mother's was 1lifted off its foundation and moved. The water had gone

into the house, and sand was all over. From this house on, all the

véVOOd, tires (some brand new),

. ‘ feet.
- rest were damaged. One of our neighbors' homes was moved 500
< iAnothep neighb%r never did find his house. As I surveyed the area, I

ame--canned goods, oil cans, liquor, ply-

fou i dn
woond everything one coul recapping rubber (Walloa Tire Recaps was

L
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‘" .at the waterfront), paints from the City Mill, bathtubs, also from City

© v-M111, safes (I saw several) and many more odds and ends. All these

" things came from businesses near the waterfront--the firms already
- mentioned, plus Mitchell Laundry, Pick and Pay, Kitagawa's (a combina-

“ ‘.tion service statlion and car dealer), etec.

g Near our house was thls Japanese Buddhist church and right beside

* 1t two others. Cars, brand new and old, were everywhere., They were

+--all smashed. In this area widespread dlsaster was evident. The night

-~ ibefore it had been a bustling neighborhood, but that night it was a
~."shambles. The canal where my mother and father had been was filled

- with debris. A house of friends sat right on top of the canal. Mud
‘. and sand were thick, and glass was strewn all over.

Sy On the main street, Kamehameha Avenue, the sight was the same.
2'Moving toward town, I could see a cow alive on the bay front; I won-
“idered how she got there. Parking meters were bent to almost a ninety-

degree angle. The Hilo Theater was a mess. Only the shell was stand-
‘ing; the interior was a complete loss. It had been Hilo's finest.
.. The wave put two other theaters, Mamo and Wailkea, out of commission

. for keeps,

e Not far from where I was standing I could see my uncle's service

. co:8tation, Utility poles were lying near the station, and several

«.. -boulders weighing over a ton rested where the night before gas had
.‘been pumped. Nothing was left; luckily, however, the gas supply tank
»wasn't damaged. My uncle's folks retrieved oll cans, and we washed

. - them, stacking them in piles.

Lo I could see the business district had suffered greatly, too. A

"....lot of stores were either completely or partially wiped out.
Tt The clean-up was community-wide. High school students pitched in,
~ . -I was at my uncle's house in Villa Franca and went down to our house to

" :iclean up., We couldn't drink the water; it was polluted. There was no
. electricity. Water marks could be seen on those buildings left stand-

o ing. . -

ks

T Had the wave been one foot higher, our house would have been
_'moved off its foundation. Our neighbor across the street was sleeping
~“7.when the wave hit (he lived in a ground-level house). He was in bed,
-7 ..&nd the water that surrounded him woke him up. : : ~
. We couldn't move back for about two weeks. No one died in our
: ﬁneighborhood, but a sixteen-year-old boy I knew who lived on the
.- Walkea Peninsula was killed when he went back to his house to turn
roeroff something he had forgotten. Sixty-one persons died, both young
o .and old. .
st That is essentially what happened. Probably I have left out
. 'many details because I was in a state of shock, not believing that
a'fsomething such as this could be unleashed to destroy and kill as 1t
. :41d. Even though I had my camera with me, I did not take pictures,
. ;because I wasn't thinking. It never occurred to me to take what I
"i8aw., I pegret this very much now that I think of it.
N The question that ran through the city was: Why were so many
~v:caught unawares? We were. I can only say that in previous waves
. “ Nothing as big as this had happened. Several false alarms from prior
. 'Warnings caused this one to be taken lightly. Some sald that the
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m,nlg

.. <signals were mixed. My opinion is that apathy among the people was
"~ the main fault.

A

~ “IMERCHANT STREET NOTES CONTINUED:

B James Campbell paid $35,000 for the land he bought along Merchant
- “Street from his Queen Street holdings to the Hoffman premises (Pacific
. Commercial Advertiser, February 18, 1882).

C. R. Bishop bought the Hoffman premises on Merchant Street at

h”fabout the same time, "...doubtless for the expansion of the bank."
.+ Pacific Commercial Advertiser, February 4, 1882),

On March 3, 1846, the Cabinet Council resolved that Honolulu Hale

~§be fitted up for three additional offices, to be available fop govern-

‘ment needs for the following two years or untll new offices were built,

- Mr, Ricord and Mr. Wyllie were to be housed upstairs, and the premier,
" Mr. Judd, and Mr. Richards below (Cabinet Council Minute Book, No. 1,
¢ ips. 1. Archives of Hawail).

+i", THE OLD CORNER :

g H. J. Nolte's 0ld Corner restaurant opened in 1858 at the corner
~i.of Queen and Nuuanu Streets. It was advertised in the 1876 Hawaiian

+:Almanac and Annual as a "Billliard, Coffee & Refreshment Saloon".

MANUSCRIPTS SOLICITED FROM ALL ISLANDS., HISTORICAL SOCIETIES AND

-~ INDIVIDUALS ARE INVITED TO SUBMIT PAPERS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND REPORTS

" .|OF ACTIVITIES TO THE REVIEW.
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Manuel G. Jardin tells another story of earlier days in

";iNuuanu Valley, his boyhood home.

Harvey Lee 1s a June, 1964 graduate of the Kamehameha

ﬁ}fSchool for Boys. In his article he tells of his experiences in the
{Hilo tidal wave of 1960.
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") ASSOCIATE EDITORS:
© 1, For the Island of Maul: Mrs. Raymond R. Lyons, Makawao, Maui.
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