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PREFACE

DurinG the thirty years which have passed since the
ublication of the first edition of the present work the study
f marriage and matters connected with it, especially among
he lower races, has made such progress that I have found
t necessary to reconsider the whole subject. Many new
acts have been incorporated, and some old ones have been
mitted. Various aspects of marriage, which were previously
ealt with very inadequately or hardly touched upon, have

en discussed at length. Objections raised by critics have

en carefully considered. The old theories have been in
ome cases strengthened but in other cases modified. New
heories set forth by other writers have been scrutinised.
The matter has in many points becn rearranged ; and the
ook has been rewritten throughout to such an extent that
very few sentences of the earlier editions have remained
unchanged.
4 Only some of the changes can be here briefly indicated.
A new introductory chapter on method, largely dealing
-;with problems of recent growth, has taken the place of the
old one. The statements quoted by certain writers as
evidence of peoples living in a state of promiscuity have
been more carefully examined, and the customs which have
been represented as survivals of such a state in the past have
Jbeen more fully disussed. Thus the subjects of the jus
primae moctis, relig, s prostitution, and the lending or
exchange of wives now occupy sixty-nine. pages instead of
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INTRODUCTORY NOTE TO THE
FIRST EDITION

BY ALFRED R. WALLACE

HAVING read thé proofs of Mr. Westermarck’s book I am
asked by the publishers to say a few words by way of intro-
ducing the work to English readers. This I have great
pleasure in doing, because I have seldomn read a more
thorough or a more philosophic discussion of some of the
most difficult, and at the same time interesting, problems of
anthropology.

The origin and development of human marriage have been
discussed by such eminent writers as Darwin, Spencer,
Morgan, Lubbock, and many others. On some of the more
important questions involved in it all these writers are in
general accord, and this agreement has led to their opinions
being widely accepted as if they were well-established
conclusions of science. But on several of these points
Mr. Westermarck has arrived at different, and sometimes
diametrically opposite, conclusions, and he has done so
after a most complete and painstaking investigation of all
the available facts.

With such an array of authority on the one side and a
hitherto unknown student on the other, it will certainly be
thought that all the probabilities are against the latter.
Yet I venture to anticipate that the verdict of independent
thinkers will, on most of these disputed points, be in favour

x






PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION

I NEED scarcely say how fully I appreciate the honour
of being introduced to English readers by Mr. Alfred R
Wallace. I am also greatly obliged for his kindness in
reading the proofs, and in giving me the benefit of his
advice with regard to various parts of the subject.

It is difficult for me to acknowledge sufficiently my
obligations to Mr. James Sime for his assistance in preparing
this book for the press. The work, as originally written,
naturally contained a good many foreign modes of expres-
sion. Mr. Sime has been indefatigable in helping me to
improve the form of the text; and, in our discussions on
the main lines of the argument, he has made several important
suggestions. I am sincercly obliged for the invaluable aid
he has given me.

My cordial thanks are due to Mr. Charles J. Cooke,
British Vice-Consul at Helsingfors, who most kindly aided
me in writing the first part of the book in a tongue which
is not my own. I am indebted also to Dr. E. B. Tylor,
Professor G. Croom Robertson, Mr. James Sully, and
Dr. W. C. Coupland for much encouraging interest; to
Mr. Joseph Jacobs for the readiness with which he has
placed at my disposal some results of his own researches ;
and to several gentlemen in different parts of the world who
have been so good as to respond to my inquiries as to their
personal observation of various classes of phenomena






PREFACE TO THE THIRD EDITION

I MUCH regret that the demand for a new edition of this
book should come at a time when circumstances prevent me
from undertaking such a revision of the work as I feel to be
required. Since the appearance of the Second Edition many
important facts bearing upon the subject have been brought
to light, new theories have been advanced, and old theories,
supported by fresh arguments, have been revived. To all
this, however, I can do no justice, as I am at present being
engaged in anthropological research in Morocco. This
_ edition is, in consequence, a mere reprint of the second.
But I purpose, after my return to Europe, to issue an
Appendix, in which the book will be brought more up to

date and some criticism will be replied to.
‘ E. W.

MOGADOR (Mouoc;:o),
Awugust, 1901,
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INTRODUCTION 25

certain facts which hurt its sense of modesty. But the
concealment of truth is the only indecorum known to
science ; and to keep anything secret within its cold and

passionless expanses would be as prudish as to throw a cloth
round a naked statue.


















1 THE ORIGIN OF MARRIAGE 31

and sometimes the male even acts as an enemy to his own
progeny. Yet there are various species in which the union
between male and female is of a more durable character.
This is the case with whales,! seals,* the hippopotamus,?
the Cervus campestris,* gazelles,® the Neotragus Hemprichis
and other small antelopes,® rein-deer,” the Myopotamus
bonariensis (a South American aquatic rodent),® squirrels,®
moles,1® the ichneumon,!* and some carnivorous animals,
as a few cats and martens,!® the yaguarundi in South
America,!? the Canss Azare,™* and possibly also the wolf.1®
Among all these animals the sexes are said to remain together
even after the birth of the young, the male bemg the
protector of the family.

This is frequently the case among the Quadrumana. The
natives of Madagascar assert that in some species of the
Prosimii male and female nurse their young in common!¢—
a statement, however, the accuracy of which remains to be
proved. The mirikina (Nyctspithecus trivirgatus) seems,
according to Rengger, to live in pairs throughout the whole
year, for, whatever the season, a male and a female have
always been found together.” Of the Mycetes Caraya,
Cebus Azare® and Ateles paniscus,)® single individuals
are very seldom or never seen, whole families being generally
met with. Among the Arctopitheci, the male parent is
expressly said to assist the female in taking care of the
young ones.

1 Brehm, Thierleben, iii. 679. % Ibid. iii. 593, 594, 599-

8 Ibid. iii. 578.

* Rengger, Naturgeschichte der Sdiugethiere von Paraguay, p. 354.
8 Brehm, Thierleben, iii. 206.

¢ Ibid. iii. 256. Espinas, op. cit. p. 447.

T Brehm, Thierleben, iii. 124.

® Rengger, op. cit. p. 240. 9 Brehm, Thierleben, ii. 270.
10 1bid. ii. 263. 11 Ibid. ii. 39.

1 Jbid. i. 347. 13 Ibid. i. 387.

4 Rengger, o0p. cit. P. 147 sq. s Brehm, Thierleben, i. 535.
18 Ibid. i. 244. 7 Rengger, op. cit. p. 62.

8 Ibid. pp. 20, 38.
19 Schomburgk, Reisen in Britisch-Guiana, iii. 767.
% Brehm, Thierleben, i. 228.
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one was an old female with a nursing infant, and the third
was her next oldest offspring, apparently about a year and
a half old, who had not yet left his mother’s side to shift
for himself.” From this our informant draws the conclusion
that the young one does not leave its mother until nearly
two years of age l—an assumption which well agrees with
Rajah Brooke’s statement referring to an adult female with
a young one at her breast and ““ a second a year or two
. old (probably her former offspring) in company.”’* Nor
did Wallace ever see two full-grown animals together ;
but he sometimes found females and at other times males
accompanied by half-grown young ones.? It thus seems that
the offspring of the orang-utan are not devoid of all paternal
care.

More unanimous in this respect are the statements we
have regarding the gorilla. According to Savage, these
apes live in bands, but all his informants agreed in the
assertion that but one adult male is found in every band.
‘“ It is said that when the male is first seen he gives a terrific
yell that resounds far and wide through the forest. . . .
The females and young at the first cry quickly disappear ;
he then approaches the enemy in great fury, pouring out
his horrid cries in quick succession.”4 Schweinfurth says
that the gorillas are not found in herds, but either in pairs
or even quite alone, and that it is only the young that
occasionally may be seen in groups.®! Du Chaillu found
* almost always one male with one female, though sometimes
"the old male wanders companionless”;* and Winwood
Reade states likewise that the gorilla goes *“ sometimes alone,
sometimes accompanied by his female and young one.”?
The same traveller was told that when a family of these
apes ascend a tree and eat a certain fruit, the old father

! Hornaday, Two Years in the Jungle, p. 402 sq.

* Brooke, op. cil. i. 221.

3 Wallace, Malay Archipelago, i. 93.

4 Savage, Description of Troglodytes Gorilla, p. 9 sq.

s Schweinfurth, Heart of Africa, i. 522.

¢ Du Chaillu, Explorations and Adventures in Equatorial Africa,

P- 349- .
T Reade, Savage Africa, p. 214.
VOL. 1 D
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one account sometimes two), one or more females, and one
or more young ones of different ages, and that the adult
male, or father, guards, warns, and protects his family,
and, apparently, builds a nest for them. The habits of
the chimpanzee are said to be very similar. Schweinfurth
states that this ape also is found either in pairs or even quite
alone, only the young occasionally being seen in groups.!
According to Savage, it is seldom that more than one or
two nests are seen upon the same tree or in the same neigh-
bourhood ; five have been found, but it was an unusual
circumstance. They do not live in ‘ villages." . . . They
are more often seen in pairs than in gangs.” He also
tells us that ‘“ it is not unusual to see  the old folks ’ sitting
under a tree regaling themselves with fruit and friendly
chat, while ‘ their children’ are leaping arouund them and
swinging from branch to branch in boisterous merriment.”?
Von Koppenfels says that the chimpanzec, like the gorilla,
builds a nest for the young and female on a forked branch,
and that the malc himsclf spends the night lower down in
the trce.® Mr. Guthrie was told by his native informants -
that the chimpanzee in Kamerun lives in bands, as does
the gorilla ; but “ the old males eventually become solitary,
though the young on maturing are believed to remain in
the kinship group.”4

If we ask why in certain animal species male and female
remain together not only during the pairing season but
till after the birth of the offspring, I think that there can
be no doubt as regards the true answer. They are induced
to do so by an instinct which has been acquired through the
process of natural selection because it has a tendency to
preserve the next generation and thereby the species.
This is shown by the fact that in such cases the male not
only stays with the female and young but also takes care
of them. Marital and paternal instincts, like maternal

! Schweinfurth, op. cit. i. 522.

2 Savage, ‘ On Troglodytes niger,” in Boston' . Jowrnal of Naturul
History, iv. 384 sg. See also Du Chaillu, op. cit. p. 358 ; Hartmann,
op. cit. p. 221.

3 v. Koppeniels, loc. cit. p. 418. ¥ Jenks, loc. cit. p. 61.
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1 THE ORIGIN OF MARRIAGE ow

-femme avec les produits de sa chasse et sa péche.”’! Of the
Indians of the North-West' Amazons we are told that ‘‘ the
husband, once he has obtained his wife, is entirely responsible
for her maintenance.”? Among the Charruas of Uruguay,
“ du moment oit un homme se marie, il forme une famille a
part, et travaille pour la nourrir.””® Among the Fuegians,
‘“ as soon as a youth is able to maintain a wife, by his exer-
tions in fishing or bird-catching, he obtains the consent of
her relations.”’4

Concerning the Tonga Islanders, Mariner remarks that
“a married woman is one who cohabits with a man, and
lives under his roof and protection.””$ In Samoa, it is said,
‘“ whatever intercourse may take place between the sexes,
a woman does not become a man’s wifc uunless the latter
take her to his own house.””* Among the Maori “ the mis-
sion of woman was to increase and multiply ; that of man to
defend his home.”? In Pentecost, of the New Hcebrides, the
father of the bride, or some fricnd of conscquence at the
wedding, formally exhorts the bridegroom “ to feed his wife
properly and treat her kindly.”"® Among some of the Mar-
shall Islanders even natural childven were received by the
father into his house as soon as they were able to walk.?

Among the Bangerang tribe in Victoria *“ the ordinary
business of the marricd men was to see to the safety of the
family, procure meat or-fish, and opossum skins enough to
keep them clad ”; whilst the women provided the daily
supply of wild roots and vegetables.?® With reference to the

1 Chaffanjon, L’Orénoque et le Caura, p. 11.

® \Vhiffen, North-West Amazons, p. 06.  Sec also ibid. p. 164 sq.

3 Azara, Voyages dans I’ Amérique mncvidionale, ii. 22.

! King and Fitzroy, Voyages of the Adventure and Dceagle, ii. 182,
For other instances from South America sce Rivet, ‘ Les Indiens
Jibaros,” in L'Aunthropologie, xviii. 6o7; Cardas, Las Misiones
Fransiscanas entre los iuficles de Bolivia, p. 263 (Tobas).

8 Mariner, Natives of the Tonga Islands, ii. 107.

¢ Pritchard, Polyacsian Reminiscences, p. 134.

¢ Johmstone, Maoria, p. 28 sq. > Codrington, op. cil. p. 240.

¥ Kotzebue, Voyage of Discovery iuto the South Sca, iii. 173.
Cf. Kohler, in Zeitschr. ver:l. Rechisiiss, xiv. 423.

W Curr, Recollections of Squatting in Victoria, pp. 253, 231,

























































66 THE HISTORY OF HUMAN MARRIAGE CHAP

Whether assembled or scattered, the families belonging
to the same community form distinct and very marked social
units among the Australian natives.! Mr. Stanbridge, wha
spent eighteen years in the wilds of Victoria, states that the
land of each tribe is parcelled out amongst families and
carefully transmitted by direct descent; and so sacredly
are these boundaries maintained that the member of ng
single family will venture on the lands of a neighbouring
one without invitation.* Mr. Curr remarks that among the
Bangerang in Victoria, and all other tribes he has known,
each married couple had their own sta-nsa or hut, although
unmarried men and boys of eight or ten years and upwards
lived together, and separate from their parents and sisters,
in the bachelors’ camp.? Concerning the Gournditch-mara,
Dr. Howitt says that ‘‘ each family camped by itself.” 4
Among the Central Australian Arunta, who are distributed
in a large number of small local groups each of which
occupies a given area of country and has its own headman,
every family, consisting of a man and one or more wives and
children, has a separate lean-to of shrubs.® There are
similar statements 1elating to many other tribes.® Of the
Kabi and Wakka tribes in Queensland, Mr. Mathew states
that “ the family, consisting of husband and wife, or wives,
with their children, constituted a distinct social unit. They
occupied the same gunvah (dwelling), they ate together, they
travelled together.”? Bishop Salvado writes of West
Australian natives, among whom he spent most part of bis
life, that they, ““ au lieu de se gouverner par tribus, paraissent

1 See Malinowski, The Family among the Australian Aborigines,
passim.

% Stanbridge, ‘ Tribes in the Central Part of-Victoria,” in Trans.
Ethn. Soc. N.S. i. 286 sq.

3 Curr, Recollections of Squatting in Victoria, pp. 259, 277.

4 Fison and Howitt, Kamilaroi and Kurnai, p. 278.

& Spencer and Gillen, Native Tribes of Central Australia, pp. 8,10,18.

¢ Westgarth, Australia Felixz, p. 87 (natives of New South Wales).
Henderson, Excursions and Adventures in New South Wales, ii. 109.
Mathews, Ethnological Notss on the Aboriginal Tribes of N. S.
Wales, p. 99.

7 Mathew, Two Representative Tribes of Queensiand, p. 153.
















































82 THE HISTORY OF HUMAN MARRIAGE CHAP.

Indians, Mr. Powers says that spring “‘is a literal Saint
Valentine’s Day with them, as with the natural beasts and
birds of the forest.”? Of the Californian Hupa we are told
that their marriages took place at the bpeginning of the
summer season and were preceded by a courtship which
extended through a summer and a winter.?

Dr. Cook records that the Eskimo inhabiting the country
lying between the seventy-sixth and seventy-ninth parallels
exhibit a distinct sexual season, which recurs with great
intensity at the first appearance of the sun, that little else
is thought of for some time afterwards, and that the majority
of the children are in consequence born nine months later.?
This account is in agreement with statements made by
Bosquet regarding other Eskimo.* Among the reindeer-
breeders of the Northern Yenisei valley the midwinter—
the only time when they live for any length of time in one
spot, since hunting and fishing are then impossible—is
‘“ the season of courtship and matchmaking. With the
reappearance of the sun comes the wedding.”’®

Friedrich Miiller says that among the Australian aborigines
marriage and conception mostly take place during the warm
season, when there is the greatest abundance of food, and
that the latter is even to some extent confined to this
period.® This statement is, partly at least, based on the
following remark made by Oldfield in his description of the
West Australian Watchandies :—* Like the beasts of the
field, the savage has but one time for copulation in the year.
About the middle of spring . . . the \Watch-an-dies begin

1 Powers, Tribes of California, p. 206.

* Goddard, Life and Culture of the Hupa, p. 55.

3 Cook, ‘Medical Observations among Esquimaux,’ in New
York Journal of Gynecology and Obstetrics, vol. iv., quoted by Heape,
in Quarterly Jour. Microscop. Sciemce, N.S. vol. xliv. pt. i. 37
and Ellis, Studies in the Psychology of Sex, vol. i. Evolution of
Modesty, &c., p. 126.

¢ Bosquet, ' Note on a Case of Absence of the Uterus,’ in Obstetrical
Transactions, vol. xxvii., quoted by Heape, loc. cit. p. 37.

& Miss Czaplicka, My Siberian Year, p. 102 sq. See also Idem,
Aboriginal Siberia, p. 117. :

¢ Miiller, Aligemeine Ethnographie, p. 212 sq.




































94 THE HISTORY OF HUMAN MARRIAGE CHAP.

‘ because they have provisions in the greatest plenty, and
it is their most idle time.”! The Coorg weddings generally
* come off during the months of April and May, when the
rice-valleys are dry, and there is little work to be done.”*
Superstition, too, may play a part in the matter.?> Among
the Brahmans of India, for instance, thcre are properly
but four months in the yecar in which marriage can be
celebrated, namely, March, April, May, and June, which are
considered a fortunate time for marrying. But Dubois
thinks that the principal motive which originally induced
them to fix on these months was that the country labours
were then all closed or suspended on account of excessive
heat, and the preceding harvest furnished the meéans of
supplying what the ceremony required.* In China the
spring season and the last month in the year arc regarded as
the most fortunate nuptial periods.® It is not impossible,
however, that superstitions of this kind have their root in
sexual periodicity.

It may also be said that some of the statements are too
indefinite to be quite convincing, and that a few others bear
the stamp of exaggeration. Yet allowing for all such de-
ficiencies in the material, I think there is sufficient evidence
left to show that an annual increase of the sexual desire or
of the reproductive power, generally in spring, is of frequent
occurrence in mankind. This conclusion derives much sup-
port from definite statistical data relating to the distribution
of births over the different months of the year.

In the cighteenth century Wargentin observed that in
Sweden morce children were born in one month than in
another.* The same has since been found to be the case in

! Macrae, ‘ Account of the Kookies,' in Asiatick Researches,
vii. 194.

* Richter, Munual of Coorg, p. 134.

3 See infra, on Marriuge Kitow.

¢ Dubols, Description of the Character, &<. of the People of India,
P. 103 s¢.  Sce also Pudbield, op. cit. p. 101 sq.

& Wells Willintw, T'he Middle Kingdom, i. 791,

¢ Wargentin, * Uts hivilkn MAnader tlern Minniskor drligen fédas
och d8 i Svetige,' in Kougl. Vetenshkaps academiens Handlingar,
xxviil. 249 s¢q.
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other European countries as well. According to Wappdus,
the number of births in Sardinia, Belgium, Holland, and
Sweden is subject to a regular increase twice a year, the
maximum of the first increase occurring in February or
March and that of the second in September and October.?
Sormani observed that in the south of Italy there is an
increase only once a year, but more to the north twice,
namely, in spring and in autumn.®* Mayr 2 and Beukemann*
found in Germany two annual maxima—in February or
March and in September ; and Haycraft states that in the
eight largest towns of Scotland more children are born in
legitimate wedlock in April than in any other month.®
As a rule, according to Sormani, the first annual increase of
births has its maximum in Sweden in March; in France
and Holland, between February and March; in Belgium,
Spain, Austria, and Italy, in February; in Greece, in
January. Thus it comes earlier in Southern Europe than
farther north.® Again, the second annual increase is found
more considerable the more to the north we go. In South
Germany it is smaller than the first one, but in North
Germany generally larger ; and in Sweden it is decidedly
larger.®

As to non-European countries Wappdus observed that
in Massachusetts the birth-rate likewise underwent an
increase twice a year, the maxima falling in March and
September ; and that in Chili many more children were
born in September and October—that is, the beginning of
spring—than in any other month.* In Cuba, according to

1 Wappdus, Allgemeine Bevolkerungsstatistik, i. 237.

% Sormani, La feconditd e la mortalitd umana in rapporio alle
stagioni ed ai clima d'Italia, quoted by Mayr, Die Gesetzmdssigkeit
im Gesellschaftsleben, p. 242.

3 Mayr, op. cit. p. 240.

4 Beukemann, Ein Beitrag zur Unteysuchung iiber die Vertheilung
dey Geburten nach Monaten, p. 15 sqq.

8 Haycraft, loc. cit. p. 119 sq.

¢ Sormani, quoted by Mayr, op. cit. p. 241.

7 Beukemann, op. cit. p. 26.

8 Wargentin, loc. cit. p. 252. Wappius, op. cit. i. 237.

9 Wappaus, op. cit. i. 250, 237.
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generally sought in social influences, such as the quiet
ensuing on the harvest time, the better food, the amusements
of Christmas,! or the greater frequency of marriages.®
But although I do not deny that it may have a social origin,
the explanations given are not free from objections. The
people certainly recover before December from the labours
of the field. Already Wargentin remarked that the Christ-
mas amusements take place at the end of that month
and far into January, without showing any particular
influence upon the number of births in October.? And
as- regards the supposed connection betwcen an increased
tendency to procreation and abundance of food it is worth
noticing that in the northern parts of Europe many more
conceptions take place in May and June, when the conditions
of life are often rather hard, than in September, October,
and November, when the supplies of food are comparatively
plentiful; indeed, in Sweden and thc north-western
provinces of Germany the latter months are characterised
by a minimum of conccptions.* Among the Cis-Natalian
Kafirs more children are conceived in November and
December than in any other month, although, according
to Mr. Cousins, food is most abundant among them from
March to September ; and among the Bateke the maximum
of conceptions falls in December and January, although
food is, as I am informed by Dr. Sims, most plentiful in
the dry season, that is, from May to the end of August.
Finally, the opinion that the winter maximum of conceptions
is due to the greater frequency of marriages is opposed
to the conclusion arrived at by many investigators, that the
unequal distribution of marriages over the different months
exercises little or no influence upon the distribution of births.®

1 Wappdus, op. cit. i. 241. Mayr, Bevdlkerungsstatistik, p. 171.

% Mayo-Smith, Science of Statistics, i. 75. .

3 Wargentin, loc. cit. p. 254. ¢ Beukemann, op. cif. pp. 18, 28.

* Wappius, op. cit. i. 242. Villermé, quoted by Ploss-Bartels,
Das Weib, i. 712. Diising, quoted by Rauber, Der Uberschuss an
Knabengeburten, p. 40. Bertillon, ‘ Natalité (démographie),’ in
Dictionnaire encyclopédique des sciemces medicales, ser. ii. vol. xi. 479.
Rosenstadt, loc. cit. p. 94. Mayr, Bevslkerungsstatistik, p. I71.
Heape, in Philosophical Tramsactions, ser. B. vol. cc. 298.



n  HUMAN PAIRING SEASON IN PRIMITIVE TIMES g9

I am far from venturing to express any definite opinion
as to the cause of the winter maximum of conceptions,
but I considér it quite possible that this maximum, also,
is at least in some measure a result of natural selection,
although of a comparatively late date. Considering that
the September maximum of births (or December maximum
of conceptions) in Europe becomes larger the farther north
we go; that the agricultural peoples of Northen Europe
have plenty of food in autumn and during the first part of
winter, but often suffer some want in spring ; and, finally,
that the winter cold hardly affects the health of infants,
the woods giving sufficient material for fuel—it has occurred
to me that children bomn in September may have a particu-
larly good chance of remaining alive. Dr. Beukemain states
in fact that “ the children born in autumn possess the
greatest vitality and resisting power against the dangers of
carliest infancy.”! And morc than half a century ago
Edward Smith found, by taking 3050 cases of ILnglish
children dying within one year of their birth, that the
percentage of those born in the different months varied from
less than 7 per cent. in Fcbruary and 7 per cent. in September
to nearly 11 per cent. in June—in other words, that children
conceived in May and December showed signs of the highest
vitality and those conceived in September of the lowest.2
Commenting on this very interesting fact—which was not
known to me when I first made my suggestion—Dr. Have-
lock Ellis writes, ‘‘ As we have seen, May and December are
precisely the periods when conceptions in Europe generally
are at a maximum, and September is precisely the period
when they are at a minimum, so that, if this coincidence is
not accidental, the strongest children are conceived when
there is the strongest tendency to procreate, and the feeblest
children when the tendency is feeblest.””3 This would
perhaps be an adequate explanation ecither of an increase of
the sexual desire or of a greater disposition to impregnation
in December ; and it may also explain why the spring and
early summer maximum of conceptions, instcad of dying

1 Beukemann, vp. cit. p. 59. 2 Smith, Healtih and Discase, p. 172,

3 Ellis, op. cit. i. 142 sq.
B2
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Legends of this sort can no more be regarded as evidence
of primitive promiscuity than the second chapter of Genesis
can be quoted in proof of primitive monogamy. They
may be simply due to the tendency of the popular mind to
ascribe almost any great institution to a wise legislator or
ruler, if not to direct divine intervention. But at the
same time I do not deny that they may be an echo of
social conditions in the past. The story in the Mahabharata
may allude to the laxity of morals among the non-Aryan
people of India and the Himalayas, as the polyandry of the
five Pandavas is probably an allusion to their polyandrous
practices.! Lassen fixed the abode of the Uttarakurus
beyond that great mountain chain.? The Athenian legend,
again, has been represented as a survival of mother-right ;3
but that matrilineal descent once prevailed in Greece is an
hypothesis which has been strongly contested.# Mr. Rose
suggests that the legend in question may be * the theory of
primitive promiscuity, no less a theory and no more a fact
because stated by an anthropologist who lived 2000 years
ago.” He adds that any one who has read Lucretius or
Ovid knows how much in favour this theory was among
Greek scientists.®

Statements about foreign tribes living in a state of
promiscuity abound in Greck and Roman literature.
Herodotus ¢ and Strabo 7 tell us that among the Massagetae,
although cach man had but one wife, the men used the women
promiscuously, and that when a Massagetan desired to have
the company of a woman hc hung up his quiver in front
of her chariot and had intercourse with her without shame.

1 See infra, on Polyandry.

* Lassen, Indische Alterthumskunde, i. 612, 802. Sce also Oppert,
Original Inhabitants of Bharatavarsa or India, p. 613.

3 Avebury, Origin of Civilisation, pp. 123, 127  Frazer, Mugic
Art, ii. 284. Miss Harrison, Prolegomena lo the Study of Greek
Religion, p. 262. Hartland, Primitive Paternity, ii. 134 n. 1.

' Rose, ‘ On the alleged Evidence for Mother-right in Early
Greece,” in Folk-Lore, xxii. 279 sgg. Wilamowitz-Moellendorff
and Niese, Staal und Gesellschaft dey Griechen und Romer, p. 33.

* Rose, loc. cit. p. 289.
“ Herodotus, i. 216. 7 Strabo, Geographica, xi. 8. 6.
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Considering how uncertain the information is which
people give about the sexual relations of their own neigh-
bours, we must be careful not to accept as trustworthy
evidence the statements made by classical writers with
reference to more or less distant tribes of which they evi-
dently possessed very little knowledge. In the very chapter
where Pliny states that among the Garamantians men and
women lived in promiscuous intercourse he tells us of another
African tribe, the Blemmyans, that they were said to have
no head and to have the mouth and eyes in the breast.? 1
have never scen this statement quoted in any book on human
anatomy, and can sce no reason to assume that our author
was so much better acquainted with the sexual habits of
the Garamantians than he was with the personal appearance
of the Blemmyans. Morcover, the statements referred to
above are so short and ambiguous that different construc-
tions may be put upon them. The community of women
mentioned in them does not neccssarily imply general
promiscuity within the horde or tribe but may mean group-
relations similar to those which are known to prevail among
certain modern savages; and if the existence of marriage
is denied, we must remember that the word ‘‘ marriage *’
may have many mcanings.

Promiscuity has been ascribed by medieval writers to
certain Luropean peoples. Cosmas of Prague, a Latin
annalist of the eleventh century, writes of the Bohemians
or Czechs :—* Ipsa connubia crant illis communia. Nam
more pecudum singulas ad noctes novos ineunt hymeneos,
et surgente aurora trium gratiarum copulam ct secreta
amoris rumpunt vincula.”’? Professor Kovalewsky says
that this statement as to promiscuity is directly confirmed
by that of another medizval author, the unknown bio-
grapher of St. Adalbert—who ascribes the animosity of the
Bohemian people towards the saint to the fact of his strong

1 Pliny, op. cit. v. 8:—' Garamantes matrimoniorum exortes
passim cum feminis degunt. . . . Blemmyis traduntur capita
abesse, ore et oculis pectori adfixis.”

2 Cosmas of Prague, Chronica Bohemorum, i. 3 (Migne, Patrologiae
cursus, clxvi, 60 sq.).
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opposition to the shameful promiscuousness which in his
time prevailed in Bohemia—as also by the monk Pamphil,
who lived in the sixteenth century; both speak of the
existence of certain yearly festivals at which great licence
prevailed.! But to indulge in sexual excesses once a year
is not the same as to live in promiscuity permanently ; and
as for Cosmas’ statement it should be noticed that he himsclf
distinguishes between a mythical age and an historical age,
and leaves it to his readers to dccide which of his statements
refer to the former and which to the latter.? Krck points
out that his Chronicle is almost valucless as an historical
source and that anybody who looks upon it otherwise shows
incapacity of discerning between history and myth.? But
even if we could be induced to believe that an Aryan people
a few centuries ago had no marriage, we should ccrtainly
have to admit that it had lost something which its ancestors
possessed in the past. In the Chronicle ascribed to Nestor,
who is supposed to have been a Russian monk of the eleventh
century, we read of the Drevlians that they lived like wild
beasts, that marriage was unknown to them, and that they
carried off young girls on the banks of rivers. Of three
other Slavonic tribes, the Radimich, the Viatich, and the
Severs, it is said :—"* Marriage did not cxist among them,
but games were held in the outskirts of the villages. They
met at these games for dancing and every kind of diabolic
amusement, and there every man carried off the woman with
whom he had previously come to an agreement. They had
even two or three wives.”* This description makes it
clear that when the Russian monk denicd the existence of
marriage among somc pagan tribes he did not use the term
marriage in the sense given to it by the modern sociologist.

Professor Kovalewsky says that an Arabic traveller of

! Kovalewsky, * Marriage among the Early Slavs,’” in Folk-Lore,
i. 466. Idem, Modern Customs aiid Ancient Laws of Russia, p. 10.
See also Volkov, * Rites et usages nuptiaux en Ukraine,’ in I.".1 nthro-
pologie, ii. 164.

* Cosmas ot Prague, op. cit. i. 13 (Migne, op. ¢it. clxvi. 70).

3 Krek, Einleitung in die slavische Literaturjesciichte, p. 1.

4 Nestor, Chronique, p. 10.
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mother, and enumerate the successive generations with the
several putative fathers.””? As an evidence of ““ communal
marriage,” this statement is contradicted by all that we
know about the marriages of the peoples inhabiting the
various islands of the Pacific Ocean. Itis true that some of
them have been said to have no marriage, but these state-
ments have been proved to be erroncous. According to one
narrator, the women of Easter Island had sexual intercourse
in a promiscuous manner.® This statement was probably
based on the fact that, although most girls were married very
early in life, there were some who remained unmarried and
acted as a kind of prostitutes, having even as many as five
lovers, owing to the great preponderance of men in the
island.® Geiseler says that each family lived by itself.¢
With reference to the Tahitians, Forster wrote, * We have
"been told a wanton tale of promiscuous embraces, where
every woman is common to every man : but when we en-
quired for a confirmation of this story from the natives, we
were soon convinced that it must, likc many others, be con-
sidered as a groundless invention of a traveller’s gay fancy.’’s
Nowhere has debauchery been practised more extensively
than among the Areois of Tahiti, who have also been accused
of having their womcen in common.®  Yet Ellis assures us
that, ““ although addicted to every kind of licentiousness
themselves, each Areoi had his own wifc ; . . . and so jealous
were they in this respcct that improper conduct towards
the wife of one of their own number was somctimes punished
with death.”? Lord Avebury observes that the original
Hawaian word for “ to marry ”’ meant “ to try,” and that
the missionaries have been attempting to replace this by
our word * marry "’ under a native form ;% but Fornander
has objected to this derivation, and Dr. Emerson has
1 Avebury, Origin of Civilisation, p. 69.
* Quoted by Tregear, ‘ Easter Island,’” in Jour. Polynesian Soc
1. .
29Gteiseler,’Dia Oster -Insel, p. 29. ¢ Ibid. p. 41.
¢ Forster, Voyage round the World, ii. 132.
¢ Turnbull, Voyage round the World, p. 3v4.
7 Ellis, Polynesian Researches, i. 239.
~ Avebury, op. cil. p 69.
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Lith,} mentions among peoples living in promiscuity the
Orang Benua of Johor, the Orang Gunung of Biliton, and the
Dyaks of Sidin, because husbands sometimes exchange their
wives—which, so far as I can sce, presupposes that they
must have wives to exchange—as also thec Dyaks of Sing-
kawang in Western Borneo, who on thc authority of Adriani
are said to have communal marriage. I have entered into
all these details because M. Pleyte has accused me of using
indirect means in my criticism,? by which he probably mcans
that I did not deal with all the statements made by Wilken.
My subsequent researches have only strengthencd my con-
viction of their cxceedingly uncritical character. For the
benefit of future champions of the hypothesis of promiscuity
I shall add the following statement, which seems to have
escaped the vigilance of my Dutch antagonists. Friar
Odoric of Pordenonc, who visited Sumatra in the carlicr
part of the fourteenth century, says that somewhere in that
island ‘‘ all the women be in common ; and no one there
can say, this is my wife, or this is my husband ! But when
a woman beareth a boy or a girl she giveth the child to whom
she listeth of thosec with whom she hath consorted, and
calleth him the father. The whole of the land likewise is
in common.”? T cannot prove that the Friar was wrong,
but he does not convert me.

Wilutzky asserts that individual marriage is unknown both
among the forest tribes in the interior of Malacca and * to
a large extent ”’ (sn westem Umfang) in Africa, for instance in
Darfur and among the Kafirs.4# That such a statement
can occur in a book with scientific pretensions written in the
twentieth century is almost incredible. Otherwise Africa
has, since the days of ancient Greece and Rome, contributed
very little to the lists of peoples put together by the advocates
of primitive promiscuity. Giraud-Teulon® refers to Dapper’s

1 van der Lith, Spaan, Fokkens, and Snclleman, Eucyclopacdic
van Nederlandsch-Indié, ii. 63.

3 Pleyte, loc. cit. p. 2051.

3 * Travels of Friar Odoric of Pordenone,’ in Yule, Cathay and
the Way thither, ii. 147 sq.

' Vilutzky, op. cit. i. 20. % Giraud-Teulon, op. cit. p. 72.
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In various cases we are told that the wantonness of
savages is chiefly due to contact with civilised races.¢ The
pioneers of a ‘ higher civilisation "’ are very frequently
unmarried men who go out to make their living in uncivilised
lands, and though unwilling to contract regular marriages
with native women, they may have no objection to corrupt-
ing their morals. It is strange to hear from a moder student
of anthropology, and espccially from an Australian writer,
that in sexual licence the savage has never anything to
learn, and that ““ all that the lower fringe of civilised men
can do to harm the uncivilised is to stoop to the level of the
latter instead of teaching them a better way.”! Mr. Edward
Stephens has a very different story to tell with refcrence to
the tribes which once inhabited the Adelaide I’lains in South
Australia. ‘“ As a rule, to which there are no exceptions,”’
he says, “ if a tribe of blacks is found away from the whitc
scttlement, the more vicious of the white men are most
anxious to make the acquaintance of the natives, and that,
too, solely for purposes of immorality. . . . I saw the
natives and was much with them before those dreadful
immoralitics were well known, . . . and I <ay it fearlessly,
that nearly all their evils thcy owed to the white man’s
immorality and to the white man’s drink.”2 Mr. Curr
observes that prior to the coming of the whites the Ban-
gerang in Victoria as a rule “ enforced constancy on the
part of thcir wives, and chastity on their unmarried
daughters.”’3 ’

Speaking of some cannibals in New Guinea, Dr. Chalmers
remarks :—* Why savages should be always spoken of as
immoral I fail to sce. They are not so when compared
with the more highly civilised countries of the world.
I am sorry to have to say that it is contact with the
civilised white that demoralises them, and they then become
loose and immoral.”¢ From Fiji ‘“ there is a mass of

1 Sutherland, Origin and Growth of the Moral Instinct, i. 186.

3 Stephens, * Aborigines of Australia,’ in Jowur. Roy. Soc. N. S.
Wales, xxiii. 480.

3 Curr, Recollections of Squalting in Vicloria, p. 24u.

{ Chalmers, Pioneer Life and Work in New Guinea, p. 112
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disgrace for a married woman to get none.! Other Eskimo
are equally indifferent to the chastity of their girls.?

Among the Siberian and other tribes belonging to the
former Russian Empire chastity is generally held in little
or no regard ; but, as we have already noticed, this seems
partly at least to be due to Russian influence. According
to earlier accounts, the bridegroom might, among several
of them, claim a fine in case the bride was found to have
lost her virtue ;* and among the Chulim, if the Mosaic
testimony of chastity was wanting, the husband went away
and did not return before the seducer had made peace with
him.¢ Among the Tungus a seducer was bound to marry
his victim and pay the price claimed for her, or, if he refused,
submit to corporal punishment.® In order to preserve the
virtue of their daughters, the Yakut employ a chastity girdle,
which is not removed even at night ; but when the bride
price has been partly or fully paid the parents take no further
interest in the matter. The Yakut are said to see nothing
immoral in free love, provided only that nobody suffers
material loss by it.* Among the Koryak the girl is even as
inaccessible to the bridegroom while he serves for her as to
a stranger; *‘intercourse of a bride with her bridegroom
before the termination of his service is deemed a sin.”?
In Circassia an incontinent daughter was generally sold as
soon as possible, being a disgrace to her parents ; and if not
a virgin, the bride ran the risk of being put away after the

! Holm, ‘Konebaads-Expeditionen til Grgnlands Ostkyst,
1883-85," in Geografisk Tidskrift, viii. 9I1.

3 Murdoch, ‘ Ethnological Results of the Point Barrow Expedi-
tion,’ in Ann. Rep. Bur. Ethn, ix. 419 sg. Turner, ‘ Ethnology of the
Ungava District,’ ibid. xi. 189 (Koksoagmiut). Parry, Second
Voyage for the Discovery of a North-West Passage, p. 529 (Eskimo of
Iglulik and Winter Island). Kumlien, Contributions fo the Natural

Htstory of Arctic America, p. 16 (Eskimo of Cumberland Sound).
3 Georgi, Beschreibung allcr Nationen des russischen Reichs

PP. 79, 104, 237, 238, 283.

¢ Ibid. p. 232.

& Ibid. p. 311.

¢ Sieroshevski, quoted by Miss Czaplicka, Aboriginal Siberia,
p. 108 ; and trans. in Jour. Anthy. Inst. xxxi. g6.

T Jochelson, Koryak, p. 735.



































































































































































































CHAPTER VI

A CRITICISM OF THE HYPOTHESIS OF PROMISCUITY :
RELIGIOUS PROSTITUTION—THE LENDING AND EXCHANGE
OF WIVES—FEASTS

VERY similar to some of the practices discussed in the
preceding chapter is a kind of religious prostitution, which
has likewise been regarded as expiation for individual
marriage.!

Herodotus tells us that at Babylon every woman was
‘obliged once in her life to go and sit down in the precinct
of Mylitta—that is, of Ishtar or Astarte—and there consort
with a stranger. A woman who had once taken her seat
was not allowed to return home till one of the strangers
threw a silver coin, which might be of any size, into her
lap and took her with him beyond the holy ground. The
silver coin could not be refused : that was forbidden by the
law, since once thrown it was sacred. The woman went
with the first man who threw her money, rejecting no one.
When she had gone with him and so satisfied the goddess,
she returned home, and from that time forth no gift, however
great, would prevail with her. The money in question
was dedicated to the goddess.? This custom is also men-
tioned by Strabo,3 but his account is simply borrowed from

1 Avebury, Origin of Civilisation, p. 437. Wilutzky, Vorgeschwhla
des Rechts, p. 37 s49-
3 Herodotus, i. 199. 3 Strabo, xvi. 1. 20.
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night and redeem the pledge.”’! In the Philippines, at the
time of their discovery, marriages were celebrated with
extremely obscene dances, ‘‘ aprés quoi l'on se couchait
péle-méle.”® In Madagascar orgies of great licentiousness
formerly accompanied the birth of a child in the royal
family ; on such an occasion the streets and lanes of the
capital appeared like one vast brothel, and the period during
which the debauchery lasted was called dndro-tsi-maty,
that is, a time when the law could not condemn nor the
penalty of death be inflicted.?

There is reason to believe that at some of the feasts, at
least, the promiscuous intercourse has the character of a
magical ritc.4 And in no casec can I regard debauchery or
a loosening of the marriage tie on some specific occasion as
evidence of a time when there was no marriage tie at all.

1 Rockhill, Land of the Lamas, p. 80 sq.

2 Mallat, Les Philippines, i. 59.

3 Ellis, History of Madagascay, i. 150 sg. Sibree, The Great African
Island, p. 253. Sir James G. Frazer (Totemism and Exogamy, ii. 638)
thinks that a trace of ‘‘ an older custom of sexual promiscuity, or
of something like it,” may perhaps be detected in these orgies.

¢ See supra, p. 92.
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we may confidently infer the one where we find the other.””?
This opinion has been shared by ‘various later writers.
Dr. Bloch, for instance, who is one of the latest, says that
mother-right ‘‘ was the typical expression of the uncertainty
of paternity which resulted from sexual promiscuity.’’2

The term ‘“ mother-right " has in recent years been adopted
by English anthropologists, and there can be no harm in
using it in the present connection if it is clearly understood
that it is not identical with ‘‘ matriarchy,” or mother-rule.
It always implies that descent is reckoned exclusively
through the mother ; a person belongs by birth to the social
group—the clan or whatever it may be—of his mother,
not to that of his father, and this, of course, carries with it
specific rights and duties. Inheritance and succession,
however, do not always follow the line of descent. Where
descent is matrilineal, a man'’s nearest heir is certainly very
often his brother by the same mother or his mother’s sister’s
son, not his own son ; but there are also cases of mother-right
in which property and rank are transmitted from father toson.

Among various peoples with mother-right the mother’s
brother is said to have greater rights over a child than the
father, or the latter’s authority is said to be very slight or
even nil ; but, as I have pointed out before, it is necessary
to receive with some caution statemecnts which attribute
unqualified power to the maternal uncle to the exclusion
of the father.® There can be no doubt that among most
peoples with matrilineal descent the father is distinctly
the head of the family.* On the other hand, there are also
peoples with patrilineal descent among whom the maternal
uncle plays a prominent part. This is, for instance, the case
in various parts of India, where a special bond between
maternal uncle and nephew is to be found, particularly
in the part taken by the former in ceremonial connected with
his nephew.® Among the Koita of British New Guinea,

1 McLennan, Studies in Ancient History, p. 88.

* Bloch, Sexual Life of Our Time, p. 189.

3 Supra, p. 40 sqq. i See supra, p. 43 sq.

* See Rivers, * Marriage of Cousins in India,’ in Jour. Roy. Asiatic
Soc. 1907, p. 611 sqq.
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prevalence of father- and mother-right among existing
savages. Among the Barea! and the Negroes of Loango,?*
inheritance goes through the mother only, although adultery
is said to be extremely rare; whereas father-right prevails
or preponderates among the Chukchee? and the Todas of
Southern India,* although patemity could nowhere be more
uncertain than among these peoples. The former have cicis-
beism and group-relations,® and among the latter there is
little restriction of any kind on sexual intercourse either
before or after marriage.® Other instances have been given
hy Dr. Hartland, who shares my view, expressed in the
earlier editions of this work, that we have no right to
ascribe mother-right to uncertain paternity, ‘“ nay, that
such an assumption is not even probably true.” He
writes :—** Motherright then is found not merely where
patemity is uncertain, but also where it is practically certain.
Fatherright on the other hand is found not merely where
patemnity is certain, but also where it is uncertain and even
where the legal father is known not to have begotten the
children. Nay, the institutions of fatherright often require
provision for, and very generally permit, the procreation by
other men of children for the nominal father.” It follow.
therefore that the unccrtainty of patemnity cannot be
historically the reason for the reckoning of descent ex-
clusively through the mother.”’® .
If mother-right has not originated in uncertainty of
fatherhood, how is it to be explained ? One answer might
perhaps be that it is due to ignorance of the fact that the
birth of a child is the result of sexual intercourse between
man and woman. Patemity, as Sir Henry Maine remarks,
is “ matter of inference, as opposed to maternity, which is

! Munzinger, Ostafrikanische Studien, pp. 484, 490.

2 Proyart, ‘ History of Loango,” in Pinkerton, op. cit. xvi. 571.

3 Bogoras, Chukchee, p. 537 sq.

¥ Rivers, Todas, p. 546 sq.

% See infra, on Polyandry and on Group-marriage and other
Group-relations.

¢ Rivers, Todas, p. 529 sqq.

7 On this subject see infra, on Polyandry. .

8 Hartland, Primitive Palernily, i. 301 sqq., particularly p. 325.










































CHAPTER IX

A CRITICISM OF THE HYPOTHESIS OF PROMISCUITY :
MASCULINE JEALOUSY

DARWIN remarks that from what we know of the jealousy
of all male quadrupeds, armed, as many of them are, with
special weapons for battling with their rivals, promiscuous
intercourse is utterly unlikely to prevail in a state of nature.
‘ Therefore,” he continues, “ looking far enough back in
the stream of time, and judging from the social habits of
man as he now exists, the most probable view is that he
originally lived in small communities, each with a single
wife, or if powerful with several, whom he jealously guarded
against all other men.”” Yet it seemed certain to Darwin,
from the lines of evidence afforded by Morgan, McLennan,
and Lubbock, that almost promiscuous intercourse at a
later time was extremely common throughout the world ; !
and a similar view is held by some other writers.?

If the facts adduced as evidence of former promiscuity
really had proved that it was general at some stage of human
devclopment, we should, of course, be compelled to admit
that jealousy on the part of the men could have been no

1 Darwin, Descent of Man, ii. 394 sq. Already before Darwin,
Virey argued (De la femme, p. 148) that promiscuity would have
caused perpetual fighting between the men.

2 Le Bon, L’homme et les sociétés, ii. 289 sq. Kautsky, ‘ Die

Entstehung dcr Ehe,’ in Kosmos, xii. 262.
Q)
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having his hands, or one of them, cut off.? In the ‘ Eaws
of Manu’ it is said that * sced must not be sown by any
man on that which belongs to another.”’2 But if jealousy
has anything to do with the sense of ownership, the reason
is that it is primarily connected with the desire of posses-
sion, which is something different.

Ownership implies that a certain person or certain persons
are recognised as having a right to the exclusive disposal of
a certain thing. It owes its origin to the desire of an indi-
vidual to keep and dispose of what he has appropriated or
produced, but it is by no means identical with mere posses-
sion.? The male animal jealously keeps for himself the
female he has appropriated and is enraged if his possession
of her is interfered with, but we cannot say that his jealousy
depends on a “ sense of ownership.” Sexual jealousy, as
Mr. Shand remarks, springs from sexual love. ‘‘ But sexual
love cannot be separated from self-love, with which- it
constantly interacts ; and it is due to the desire of self-love
to possess certain things exclusively for self, such as women,
power, and reputation, that jealousy principally arises.
Thus La Rochcfoucauld observes: ‘Il y a dans la jalousie
plus d’amour propre que d’amour.’”’* The jealousy of a
man, particularly a civilised man, differs from that of a
male animal, apart from any feeling of injured rights—
ownership or any otherright. It is coloured by the nature
of his love. It is accompanied with humiliation, because
*“ the loss of possession to which jealousy refers, or the
failure to obtain it, is of such a nature as carries with it a
lowering of a man'’s self-valuation.”> There may also be
- fear of another man’s offspring being born into the family.®

1 Reade, Savage Africs, p. 61 (Fernando Po). Waitz, Anthro-
pologie der Naturvolker, ii. 472 (Fulah).

3 Laws of Manu, ix. 42.

3 See Westermarck, Origin and Development of the Moral Ideas,
ii. 1, 51 sgq.

4 Shand, Foundations of Character, p. 258. 4 Ibid. p. 258.

¢ It was a doctrine of the Roman jurists that adultery is a crime
in the wife, and in the wife only, on account of the danger of intro-
ducing strange children to the husband (Hunter, Exposition of
Roman Law, p. 1071)












































































































CHAPTER X
THE FREQUENCY OF MARRIAGE AND THE MARRIAGE AGE

AMONG the uncivilised races of men marriage not only
exists but is much more frequent than among ourselves.
As a general rule, nearly every man endeavours to marry
when he has reached the age of puberty, and practically
every woman gets married. Among some savages priests
or magicians have to remain single ; and there are inverts,
male and female, who avoid sexual intercourse with the
opposite sex. With the former I -shall deal in the next
chapter, of the latter I have spoken in another work.} I
shall now give some instances of what, with variations in
details, undoubtedly may be said to be the rule among the
vast majority of savage tribes.

Mr. Bridges wrote to me that among the Yahgans of
Tierra del Fuego none but mutes and imbeciles remained
single, except some lads of vigour who did so from choice,
influenced by licentiousness. But “no woman remained
unmarried ; almost immediately on her husband’s death
the widow found another husband.” So also among the
Lengua Indians of the Paraguayan Chaco there is no such
thing as a spinster, and even a widow rarely remains single,
unless she be old ; “ their mode of life and state of society
are such that every girl must have a recognised protector.” 2
Dr. Nordenskiéld never heard of the existence of any elderly
unmarried women among the Choroti or in any other
Chaco tribe.? The Charruas of Paraguay, according to

1 Origin and Development of the Moral Ideas, val. ii. ch. xliii.,
‘ Homosexual Love.’

3 Grubb, An Unknown People in an Unknown Land, p. 214 sq.

8 Nordenskiold, Indianliv i El Gran Chaco (Syd-Amerika), p. 88.
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to get one.! Speaking of the Sumatrans, Marsden obsertves
that the necessity of purchasing does not prove such an
obstacle to matrimony as is supposed, for there are few
families who are not in possession of some small substance,
and the purchase-money of the daughters serves also to
provide wives for the sons.? i

A poor man may find it particularly difficult, if not
impossible, to procure a wife where the males outnumber
the females, as is the case in many savage communities.
. When such a disproportion between the sexes is combined
with the practice of polyandry it need not of course lead
to celibacy among the men, but when it occurs among a
non-polyandrous people there must inevitably be a certain
number of men who are unable to marry. This must, for
instance, be the case in many of the South Sea Islands,*
where there is often a striking excess of males over females.®
Concerning the Easter Islanders we have the statement that
bachelors were very frequent among them owing to the
great preponderance of males.® With regard to the late age
at which the Solomon Islanders of Buin formerly married,
Dr. Thurnwald observes thdt it was due partly to the high
bride price and partly to the smaller number of females
compared with that of males. He adds that in spite of this
polygyny exists there ; ? and Hagen holds polygyny respon-
sible for the large number of unmarried men in other parts
of the Solomon Islands.® On the Gazelle Peninsula of New

1 Avebury, Origin of Civilisation, p. 106. Cf. Bosman, loc. cit.
PD. 419, 424 (Negroes of the Gold Coast).

2 Marsden, op. cit. p. 256 sq.

3 See infra, on Monogamy and Polygyny.

4 In Micronesia it is common for the poorer class and the slaves
to be doomed to perpetual celibacy (Wilkes, Narrative of the Uniled
States Exploring Expedition, v. 74 ; Romilly, Western Pacific, p. 69
sq. ; Waitz-Gerland, op. cif. vol. v. pt. ii. 125). In Tikopia many
people never marry (Rivers, Hislory of Melanesian Society, i. 346).

5 See infra, on Monogamy and Polygyny.

¢ Geiseler, op. cit. p. 29. Sce also Cooke, in Smithsonian Report,
1897, p. 716.

7 Thurnwald, op. cit. iii. 81.

8 Hagen, ‘ Les indigénes des iles Salomon,’ in L’ Anthropologie,
iv. 4. See also Parkinson, Dreissig Jahre in der Siidsee, p. 481 sq.
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the future bride and bridegroom are in their early infancy.!
It is said that  the male human being who is unmarried is
never called a ‘man,” whatever his age, but goes by the
name of ‘yatow,” a name given by the Chinese to un-
marriageable young girls; and the ‘man’ of thirtecn or
fourteen has a perfect right to strike, abuse, order about the
‘yatow ’ of thirty, who dares not as much as open his
lips to complain.” 3

Among the Semites we meet with the idea that a dead
man who has no children will miss something in Shé&ol
through not receiving that kind of worship which ancestors
in early times appear to have received.® The Hebrews
looked upon marriage as a religious duty.¢ According to the
Shiilpan ‘Arikh, the recognised Jewish code, he who abstains
from marrying is guilty of bloodshed, diminishes the image
of God, and causes the divine presence to withdraw from
Israel ; hence a single man past twenty may be compelled
by the court to take a wife.>5 The Mishna regards eighteen
as the normal age of marriage for a man, whilst girls were
treated as marriageable from the beginning of their
thirteenth year, when they attained their majority.®* But
at various times very youthful marriages have prevailed
among the Jews: by the thirteenth century a large pro-
portion of Jewish girls were married during their minority,
and in the second half of the seventeenth century the
bridegroom was frequently not more than ten years old
and the bride was younger still.?

Although Islam considers marriage a civil contract, it

1 Saunderson, loc. cit. p. 305. * Ross, History of Corea, p. 313.

3 Cheyne, ‘ Harlot,’ in Cheyne and Black, Encyclopadia Biblica,
ii. 1964.

¢ Mayer, Rechte der Israsliten, pp. 286, 353. Lichtschein, Ehke
nach mosaisch-talmudischey Auffassung, p. 5 sgq. Klugmann, Die
Fyay im Talmud, p. 39 sq.

8 Shulkan ‘Arikh, iv. (Ebhen ha-‘ezer)i. 1,3. See also Yebhamath,
fol. 63 b. sq., quoted by Margolis, ‘ Celibacy,’ in Jewish Encyclopedia,
iii. 636.

¢ Abrahams, Jewish Life in the Middle Ages, p. 166 sq. Idem,

Marriage (Jewish),’ in Hastings, op. cit. viii. 461. '

? [dem, Jewish Life in the Middle Ages, p. 167 sq.
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earlier is the age which it prescribes. According to the
‘Laws of Manu’' a man of thirty should marry a girl of
twelve, and a man of twenty-four a girl of eight ;! whilst
later books fix the higher limit of age in such cases at ten
or eight years and reduce the lower limit to seven, six, or
even four years.? It has bcen surmiscd that one cause of
the child-marriage was the growth of the patriarchal power
of the head of the family, who must have been adverse to
any assertion of independence on the part of its female
members, and more especially to their exercising the right
of choosing their husbands for themselves, which might
prove detrimental to the interests of the family. Moreover,
the gradual lowering of the position of women from the
high standard of Vedic times and the distrust of their virtue
induced by the example of pre-matrimonial licence set by
the Dravidian races may have operated in the same
direction ; it is hinted in the literature of the subject that
a girl would be married as a child in order to avert the
possibility of her causing scandal later on.® It has further
been said that child-marriage was introduced on account
of the frequent invasions of foreigners and the insecurity
of the times.4 As the most potent motive, however, has
been represented the desire of parents to secure appropriate
bridegrooms for their daughters.® The custom of hypergamy,
which prohibits a woman from marrying a man belonging
to a caste lower than her own, limits the number of possible
husbands for the girls of the higher classes and makes
fathers anxious to get their daughters married as soon as an
acceptable match offers. And, says Sir Herbert Risley,
‘ when the custom of infant marriage had once been started,
under pressure of social nccessity, by the familics of the
highest group, who had the largest surplus of marriageable
daughters, a sort of fashion would have been set and would
be blindly followed through all the grades.” ¢

1 Laws of Manu, ix. 94. ? Risley, op. cil. p. 189.

3 Ibid. p. 189 sq.

¢ Kanjilal, ‘ Hindu Early Marriage,” in Calculla Review, cxxviii.
168.

8 Forbes, Oriental Memoirs, iii. 302. ¢ Risley, op. cit. p. 1g0.
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having a lower marriage-rate than any other country in
Europe.!

An economic cause of the declining tendency to marry
which still remains to be mentioned is the increasing
economic independence of women. At the lower stages of
civilisation a woman is a helpless being who depends on the
support of a man, whereas modern civilisation provides her
with means of earning her living by her own efforts alone.
But besides factors of an economic charactey there are
others, equally important, which have made men and
women less inclined to enter into matrimony.

A modern writer justly points out that “ by the general
diffusion of education and culture, by the new inventions
and discoveries of the age, by the increase of commerce and
intercourse and wealth, the tastes of men and women have
become widened, their desires multiplied, new gratifications
and pleasures have been supplied to them. By this increase
of the gratifications of existence the relative share of them
which married life affords has become just so much less.
The domestic circle does not fill so large a place in life as
formerly. It is really less important to either man or
woman. Married life has lost in some measuie its advantage
over a single life. There are so many pleasures, now, that
can be enjoyed as well or even better in celibacy.” More-
over, “ by the diffusion of a finer culture throughout the
community, men and women can less easily find any one
whom they are willing to take as a partner for life ; their
requirements are more exacting; their standards of ex-
cellence higher; they are less able to find any who can
satisfy their own ideal, and less able to satisfy anybody
else’s ideal. Men and women have, too, a livelier sense of
the serious and sacred character of the marriage union, and
of the high motives from which alone it should be formed.
They are less willing to contract it from any lower motives.” 3

The marriage and divorce laws of Christian countries are
also responsible for a certain number of persons remaining

1 Mayo-Smith, op. cit. i. 96 sq.
! 'Why is Single Life becoming more General?’ in Nation
(New York), vi. 190 sq.
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Peru there were likewise virgins dedicated to the sun, who
lived in perpetual seclusion to the end of their lives, who
preserved their virginity and were forbidden to converse
or have sexual intercourse with or to see any man, or even
any woman who was not one of themselves.! And besides
the virgins who thus professed perpetual virginity in the
monasteries, there were other women, of the blood royal,
who led the same life in their own houses, having taken a
vow of continence. These women ‘‘ were held in great
veneration for their chastity and purity, and, as a mark of
worship and respect, they were called Ocllo, which was a name
held sacred in their idolatry "’ ; but if they lost their virtue,
they were burnt alive or cast into * the lake of lions.”?

Among the Guanches of the Canary Islands there were
virgins, called Magades or Harimagades, who presided over
the cult under the direction of the high-priest, and there
were other virgins, highly respected, whose function was to
pour water over the heads of newborn children, and who could
abandon their office and marry whenever they pleased.?
The priestesses of the Tshi- and Ewhe-speaking peoples on
the West Coast of Africa are forbidden to marry.* In a
wood near Cape Padron, in Lower Guinea, lives a priestly
king who is allowed neither to leave his house nor to touch a
woman.’

Among the Todas of the Nilgiris, in Southern India, the
‘“dairyman”’ or priest is bound to a celibate existence.®
Among the Hindus, in spite of the great honour in which
marriage is held, celibacy has always commanded respect in

! Garcilasso de la Vega, First Part of the Royal Commentaries of
the Yncas, i. 291 sqq.

3 Ibid. i. 305.

3 Bory de St. Vincent, Essais sur les Isles Fortunées, p. 96 sq.
Nuifiez de la Pefla, Conguista y antigvedades de las islas de la Gran
Canaria, p. 27.

4 Ellis, Tshi-speaking Peoples, p. 121. Idem, Etbe-speaking
Peoples, p. 142. Supra, p. 219 sq.

® Bastian, Die deutsche Expedition an der Loango-Kiiste, i. 287 sq.

¢ King, Aboriginal Tribes of the Nilgiri Hills, p. 19. Thurston,
‘ Anthropology of the Todas and Kotas,’ in the Madras Govern-

ment Museum’s Bulletin, i. 169, 170, 193. Rivers, Todas, pp. 8o,
99, 236.
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ascribed to them. The sexual matter and the sexual organs
are the seats of mysterious propensities, and the whole
process of generation is a mystery. Among the Maori, says
Mr. Best, ““ the organs of generation were deeply imbued
with. fapu (sacredness, sometimes  uncleanness ’) and mdna
(influence, prestige, supernatural power), both of an active
and of a passive form. This may have sprung from an
observance of the mystery of sex. . . . When a person
repeated a magic spell, he would place his hand on his genital
organs in order to give force, supernatural power (mdna)
to his incantation. This is quite Oriental. Observe sundry
passages in the Bible, where a man, when making a solemn
promise, is said to have placed his hand ‘ in the hollow of his
thigh.’ ”1 A similar practice occurs in Morocco in connec-
tion with swearing. In Tanna, one of the New Hebrides,
narak, or bewitching force, is ascribed to a man’s penis,
even the sight of which is looked upon as dangerous.* And
the widespread belief in the sorcery of indecent gestures
indicates how commonly the organs of generation have been
held to be the seat of evil-working power.®? Moreover, there
is the secrecy drawn over the sexual functions and the
feeling of sexual shame, which give them the appearance of
something illicit and therefore, it seems, has together with
other factors led to the idea that they are defiling, or even
sinful. In the next chapter we shall examine the nature and
origin of this feeling.

1 Best, ‘ Maori Marriage Customs,’ in Tvans. and Proceed. New
Zealand Institute, xxxvi. 208. See also Idem, ‘Maori Beliefs con-
cerning the Human Organs of Generation,’ in Man, xiv. 132 sqq.

8 Sommerville, ‘ Ethnological Notes on New Hebrides,” in Jour.

Anthr. Inst. xxiii. 368.
3 Hirn, Origins of Art, p. 217.
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the view 1 am advocating, considering that the deed implies
the gratification of a strong desire, and therefore may more
easily overcome the resistance of modesty than the word,
which possesses no such inducement. We must not, of
course, compare words said in public with deeds committed
in secret. Persons who indulge in indecent talk would
certainly shrink at performing openly the acts which they
speak of ; this, as we shall see, is the case among savages
as well as among ourselves.! That sexual modesty is funda-
mentally concerned with the sexual function is, in my opinion,
a fact of the greatest importance for a right understanding of
its genesis. .
Some degree of sexual modesty is in all probability
universal in mankind. There are peoples among whom men
or women, or both men and women, go absolutély naked
or cover themselves in a manner which could have nothing
to do with the feeling of shame. But, as we shall see in a
subsequent chapter, this by no means proves the absence
of sexual modesty. Cook states that in Tahiti it was cus-
tomary to ‘“ gratify every appetite and passion before wit-
nesses,” and that the principal topic in the conversation of
the people was always that which was also the principal
source of their pleasure, everything being mentioned without
any restraint or emotion and in the most direct terms by both
sexes.? The Nagas in the southern mountains of Assam,
according to a Persian historian of the seventeenth century,
‘ go about naked like beasts, and do not mind to copulate
with their women in the streets and the bazaars, before the
people and the chiefs’ ; yet the women covered their breasts.?
Charlevoix tells us that among the Guaycurils of Paraguay
those actions which require most privacy were performed in

! Dr. Ellis remarks himself (op. cit. i. 68) that in modern Europe,
as seems fairly evident from the early realistic dramatic literature of
various countries, no special horror of speaking plainly regarding the
sacro-pubic regions and their functions existed among the general
population until the seventeenth century.

* Hawkesworth, Account of Voyages in the Southern Hemisphere,
ii. 196.

- 3 Blochmann, ‘ Koch Bihar, Koch H4jo, and A’sim, in the 16th
and 17th Centuries,’ in Jour. Asiatic Soc. Bengal, vol. xli. pt. i. 84.
EE 2
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and he does not want to submit to their disapproval;
otherwise the parents or other elder relatives of the young
man go to the bride’s parents as match-makers for him.!
The practice of employing one or more go-betweens for
arranging a marriage is extremely widespread both among
savages? and among more civilised nations.? It is common
in the Muhammadan world,* as it was among the heathen

1 Jochelson, Koryak, p. 739.

* Prichard, Through the Heart of Patagonia, p. 93 (Tehuelches)
Candelier, Rio-Hacha et les Indiens Goajives, p. 210. Russell,
‘ Pima Indians,’ in Ann. Rep. Bur. Ethnol. xxvi. 183. La Flesche,
‘ Osage Marriage Customs,’ in Americam Anthropologist, xiv. 129.
Dorsey, ‘ Omaha Sociology,” in Ans. Rep. Bur. Ethnol. iii. 2s9.
Teit, * Thompson Indians of British Columbia,’ in Memoirs American
Museum Nat. Hist., Anthropology, i. 322. Jochelson, Ywukaghir,
p. 88. Scott Robertson, Kdfirs of the Hindu-Kush, p. 533. Hutchin-
son, Account of the Chittagong Hill Tracts, p. 96 (Chukmas). Gurdon,
Khasis, p. 128. Hodson, Ndga Tribes of Manipur, p. 87. Rose and
Brown, ‘Lisu Tribes of the Burma-China Frontier,” in Memoirs
Asiatic Soc. Bengal, iii. 262. Davidson, Island of Formosa, p. 573
(Tsalisens). Worcester, Philippine Islands, p. 492 (Tagbanuas of
Culion and Busuanga). Perelaer, Ethnographische beschrijving der
Dajaks, p. 47. Meinicke, Die Inseln des Stillen Oceans, ii. 407
(certain Ladrone Islanders). Hahl, ‘ Ueber die Rechtsanschauungen
der Eingeborenen des Innern der Gazelle Halbinsel,’ in Nachrichten
itber Kaiser Wilhelms-Land und den Bismarck-Archipel, 1897, p. 78.
Junod, Life of a South African Tribe, i. 103 (Thonga). Volkens,
Der Kilimandscharo, p. 251 (Wadshagga). Baumann, Usambara,
P- 45 (natives of the Tanga coast). Ling Roth, Great Benmss,
p. 38. Thomas, Anthropological ‘Report on Ibo-speaking Peoples of
Nigeria, i. 65.—Among various peoples the proposal is, often at
least, made by the young man’s father or parents (Goddard, Life
and Culture of the Hupa, p. 55; Hutton, Among the Eskimos of
Labrador, p. 76 ; Bogoras, Chukchee, p. 584; Jochelson, Koryak,
P- 739 ; Batchelor, Ainu and their Folk-Lore, p. 224 ; Stack, Mihkirs,
p. 17; Proust de la Girondiere, Twenty Years in the Philippines,
pP. 271 [Aétas] ; Walen, ‘ Sakalava ' [Madagascar], in Aniananarivo
Annual, no. viii. 52 ; Kropf, Das Volk der Xosa-l(ajfm im Ostlichen
Siid-Afrika, p. 133; Weule, Native Life in East Africa, p. 306
[Wayao) ; Cunningham, Uganda, p. 101 [Bakoki] ; Ellis, Yoruba-
speaking Peoples of the Slave Coast of West Africa, p. 1 53).

8 Bowring, Kingdom and People of Siam, i. 118 ; Young, Kingdom
of the Yellow Robe, p. 89 (Siamese). Saunderson ‘ Notes on Corea
and its People,’ in Jour. Anthy. Inst. xxiv. 305.

¢ Westermarck, Marriage Ceremonies sn Morocco, p. 19.
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Sexual modesty is further supposed to be due, in a large
measure, to fear of causing disgust.! Dr. Havelock Ellis
points out that even savages very low down in the scale
feel repugnance to the public satisfaction of natural needs.
Thus there are peoples who consider it immodest to eat in
public.2 When Dr. von den Steinen, in the presence of
some Bakairf, ate a piece of fish offered him, they hung
their heads and were ashamed.? But I strongly doubt that
the custom of eating in solitude, where it exists, is really
in the first place due to fear of causing disgust. As Mr.
Crawley observes, it is a common belief that the presence of
other persons may contaminate the food either involun-
tarily or through their evil eye.t At any rate, the rule of
eating alone is by no means sufficiently widespread to justify
the assumption that there is in man an instinctive dis-
position to feel disgust at the sight of eating; among
ourselves there is not a trace of such a feeling, provided
that the eating is conducted in the manner prescribed by
the social etiquette. It is different with the satisfaction
of certain other natural needs. But even in the case of the
excretory functions it seems that publicity is naturally apt
to cause disgust chiefly when the function is productive of
an obnoxious smell, whereas the concealment of urination
is largely a matter of sexual modesty. As for the
sexual function, I fail to see on what ground it,
in normal cases, could be a cause of disgust, unless
it for some other reason were looked upon as some-
thing to be concealed. Sexual indecency is no doubt
disgusting, but I am inclined to believe that it is disgusting
because it is indecent, rather than indecent because it is

1 Ellis, op. cit. i. 46 sgg. Renouvier and Prat, La nouvelle mona-
dologie, p. 221 : *‘ La pudeur est d’abord une crainte qui nous avons
de déplaire, d'avoir & rougir de nos imperfections de nature.”
Crawley, op. cit. p. 139.

* Ellis, op. cit. i. 48 sq. For instances of eating in solitude see
Crawley, op. cit. p. 150 sqq.

3 von den Steinen, Unter dem Naturvdlhern Zentral-Brasiliens,
p- 66.
¢ Crawley, op. cit. p. 156 sqq. See also Westermarck, Origin
and Development of the Moral Ideas, i. 561.
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explanation has already been touched upon, namely, that
it must be supplemented by another one for the avoidance
between relatives by marriage who are of the same sex.
Dr. Jochelson believes that among the Yukaghir mother-
and son-in-law, father- and daughter-in-law, and the elder
brother and the wite of the younger one, are on terms of
avoidance ‘ probably for the prevention of sexual cohabita-
tion between them ™ ; whereas thc avoidance between
father- and son-in-law and the elder brother and the husband
of his younger sister are on such terms on account of the
feeling of bashfulness. But he seems to maintain that in
the former cases also this feeling has been a co-operative
cause of the avoidance.! To Sir James G. Frazer the rules
of avoidance likewise appear to have been adopted in order to
prevent incest between persons who were deemed too nearly
related by marriage; and he argues that the avoidance
between persons of opposite sexes were extended ‘‘ by false
analogy to include avoidance between persons of the same
sex who stood in a similar relation to each other.”® I
cannot believe, however, that any people could have been
so utterly unreasonable as to apply rules established for the
express purpose of preventing sexual intercourse between
certain persons to other persons between whom such inter-
course is entirely out of the question; and least of all can
I conceive that a very large number of peoples, many of
whom are not even savages, could be guilty of a like
absurdity.

But even apart from the awkward necessity of resorting
to different explanations of similar rules among the same
people, I find it very hard to belicve that the intention of
preventing incestuous intercourse is at the bottom of the
avoidances between relatives by marriage of opposite sexes
—even if these avoidances were better suited for the purpose
than many of them actually are. Provided that sexual
intercourse between the persons of different sexes who are

1 Jochelson, Yukaghir, p. 81 sq.
2 Ll'razer, Towemism and Exogamy, iii. 112 sq.; iv. 108 sqq. Idem.
Taboo and the Perils of the Soul, p. 85 n. 6. Idem, Psyche’s Task,

P- 93 s¢q.
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notes I find several instances of the two kinds of avoidan
being spoken of as co-existent among the same people.!

may be added that Mr. Atkinson, in his explanation
ignores the avoidance between a wife and her mother-in-lay

Professor Kohler, again, looks upon the avoidan¢
between a man and his parents-in-law as a survival of
previous custom of group-marriage : it shows that individu:
marriage 1s sométhing unusual and novel, and was formerl
illegitimate.? This is quite 1n agrecment with Kohler's tex
dency to interpret all sorts of customs as rchics from
mythical group-marriage stage, for the existence of which w
have no cvidence whatever. But the most origmal e»
planation comes from Mr. Keane. He says that the strang
reluctance of the mother-in-law to meet her son-in-la'
seems accounted for by a Patagonian practice which pe:
sisted till quite recent times. On the death of any youn
person the head of the family was required to despatc
some aged woman, a mother-in-law by preference. Henc
through fear of such a fate women acquired the habit
avoiding all contact with their sons-in-law, and the feelin
continued after the motive had been forgotten.? M
Keane does not tell us how it happened that the murder ¢
the Patagonian mother-in-law caused a panic amon
mothers-in-law all over the world.

In order to obtain a full and detailed explanation of th
rules of avoidance between relatives by marriage, as the
are found among different peoples, it would no doubt b
nccessary to examine those rules and the conditions unde

! Mason, Ethnology of the Salinan Indians (California), p. 16y
Strehlow, Die Arvanda- und Loritja-Stamme in Zentral-Australien
vol. iv. pt. i. 102 (Western Loritja). Seligman, Melanesians of Britis
New Guinea, p. 485 sq. (Southern Massim). Parkinson, Dreissi
Jahye in der Sitdsee, p. 67 (natives of Gazelle Peninsula, New Britain|
Decle, Three Years in Savage Africa, p. 159 (Matabele). Torday an
Joyce, Les-Bushovgo, p. 116. Weeks, Congo -Cannibals, p. 133 sq
{Boloki).

* Kohler, ‘ Rechtsphilosophie und Universalrechtsgeschichte
in v. Holtzendorff, FEusvklopddie der Rechtswissenschaft, i. 30.

2 Keane, Ethnology, p. 21a.
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cause of any deeper sexual bashfulness in a man than

resulting from a breach of etiquette. On the other h:
in the sexual shame felt in the presence of a near rela
there is nothing pleasing or exciting when displayed t
woman and nothing conventional when displayed by a n
Why ? Because it is rooted not in love but in aversion



CHAPTER XIIT

COURTSHIP

\WHEREVER we are able to observe an external difference
between the male and the female reproductive cells of plants,
the male cell behaves actively in the union and the female
cell passively.! In this respect there is an analogy between
plants and many of the lower animals. In the case of some
lowly-organised animals, which are permanently affixed
to the same spot, the male element is invariably brought to
the female. There are other instances in which the females
alone are fixed, and the males must be the seekers. Even
when the males and females of a species are both free, it is
almost always the males that first approach the females.®

As Darwin points out, we can see the reason why, in the
first instance, the male plays the active part :—‘* Even if
the ova were detached before fertilisation, and did not
require subsequent nourishment or protection, there would
yet be greater difficulty in transporting them than the male
element, because, being larger than the latter, they are
produced in far smaller numbers.”’? He adds, however, that,
with respect to forms of which the progenitors were prim-
ordially free, it is difficult to understand why the males
should invariably have acquired the habit of approaching
the females, instead of being approached by them. Perhaps
the explanation may be that the seeker is more exposcd to
danger than the one sought after, and that the death of a male
at the pairing time is less disadvantageous for the existence
of the species than the death of a female. At any rate, we

! Sachs, Text-Book of Botany, p. 897.
* Darwin, Descent of Man, i. 343 sq. 3 Tbid. i. 343.
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below the elbow. She then takes up a position on a log of
wood, the young men sitting on either side with their legs
closely pressed against hers. Raising her arms, the girl
leans forward, and slowly presses the knives into the thighs of
her would-be husbands. The suitor who best undergoes this
trial of endurance wins the bride, whose first duty after
marriage is to dress the wounds she has herself inflicted.?
The Kirghiz have a race called the “* love chase,” which may
be considered a part of the form of marriage among them.
“ In this the bride, armed with a formidable whip, mounts
a fleet horse, and is pursued by all the young men who make
any pretensions to her hand. She will be given as a prize to
the onc who catches her, but she has the right, besides
urging on her horse to the utmost, to use her whip, often
with no mean force, to keep off those lovers who are unwel-
come to her, and she will probably favour the one whom she
has already chosen in her heart. As, however, by Kirghiz
custom, a suitor to the hand of a maiden is obliged to give
a certain kalym, or purchase-money, and an agreement must
be made with the father for the amount of dowry which he
gives his daughter, the ‘ Love Chase ’ is a mere matter of
form.”? Among some of the Pepos of Formosa * there
was a custom of holding,on a certain day specially announced,
a running race in which all young bachelors competed. The
prize was the privilege of marrying the most beautiful girl
of the tribe.”3

In ancient India it was a custom in royal circles when a
princess became marriageable for a tournament to be held,
and the victor was chosen by the princess as her husband.

1 Wilson and Felkin, Uganda and the Egyptian Soudan, ii. 310.

* Schuyler, Turkistan, i. 42 sq. Valikhanof (Russians in Central
Asia, p. 84) mentions a Kirghiz game in which the youth who
finds most favour in the eyes of one of the girls has to perform some
dexterous feat or sing a song; if his performance is creditable the
girl rewards him with a hearty kiss.

3 Davidson, Island of Formosa, p. 581 sq. According to Dr.
Miiller (' Ueber die Wildenstimme der Insel Formosa,’ in Zeitschr. f.
Ethnol. xlii. 230), the form of marriage among some Formosa savages
consists *‘ in einem Wettbewerb zwischen den Briutigam und einen
anderen (fingierten) Bewerber.”’
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young people go through a courtship. When the lover
formally introduces himself, the young girl flies across the
fields screaming as if she had seen a wolf, but she doe$ not
run away far when the wolf pleases her.””? We shall sec
subsequently that at the weddings of many peoples virgin
coyness finds a ceremonial expression in the resistance made
by the bride.

At the end of the performance the female may also take
an active part by accepting or refusing her lover or, if there
are several lovers, by selecting one of them. We are told that
she may cxercise such a choice even when the rivals are
fighting for her ; but in such cases force is probably the chief
factor in determining the possession of the female by the
male.2 In mankind the woman's liberty of choicc is often
hampered by social factors unknown among the lower
animals ; but even among savages it is not the rule that
women are married without having any voice of their own
in the matter. This is a subject which will be treated in
detail in a subsequent chapter.

From this sketch of the principal features of courtship
we shall proceed to a discussion of their origin. In a previous
chapter I have dealt with the passion of masculine jealousy,
which is the immediate cause of the combats of males for the
possession of females; and I ventured to suggest that its
remarkable violence, even in otherwisc timid animals, may
possibly be due to its usefulness to the species as a means of
preventing promiscuity.®? But it may be useful in other
respects as well. Alrcady Burdach observed that through
the fights between rivals “ the wcak are cexcluded from
propagation and a more vigorous procreation is secured.”*
And according to later writers the fighting acts as a sexual
stimulant both on male and female: But how shall we
explain the peaceful activities of the courting male ?
In thesc activities certain secondary sexual characters
play- a most important part, and thc question of their
genesis can therefore not be passed over in silence. The

1 Johnston, George Grenfell and the Congo, ii. 678.
* Tillier, L’instinct sexuelle, p. 136.
3 Supra, p. 334 5q. ¢ Burdach, op. cil. i, 413.
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selection, he is inclined to ask :—Can we, after all, be sure
that the secondary sexual characters have no useful function
to fulfil? If they have, they, also, may be explained by the
principle of the survival of the fittest. The larger size and
greater strength of the males, and the weapons of offence or
defence many of them possess, may easily be so accounted for,
as, among the higher animals, the males generally fight with
each other for the possession of the females. The point is
whether the other secondary sexual characters can be due
to the same cause.

It is an established fact that the colours of flowers serve a
definite end. Through them the flowers are recognised by
insects in search of honey; and the insects, during their visits,
involuntarily carry the pollen of one flower to the stigma of
another, and thus effect cross-fertilisation, which is proved to
be of great importance for the vigour and fertility of the next
generation of plants. Now it is extremely interesting to note
that brilliant colours are found only in species of flowers to
which they are useful as means of attracting insects; they
never occur in plants which are fertilised by the wind.!
Wallace observes that plants rarely need to be concealed,
because they obtain protection by their spines, or their hard-
ness, or their hairy covering, or their poisonous sccretions.
Hence there are very few cases of what seems to be true pro-
tective colouring among them.? In animals, on the con-
trary, colour is greatly influenced by their need of protection
from, or warning to, their numerous enemies ; colours of
other kinds must always, to a certain extent, be dangerous
for the species. Is it probable, then, that, whilst gay colours
occur only in the flowers of those plants to which they are of
real use, conspicuous colours should occur in animals to
which they are of real danger—merely because the females
find them attractive ?

Wallace, in his well-known criticism of Darwin's
theory of sexual selection,® suggests that the very frequent

! Miiller, Fertilisation of Flowers, p. 14.

* Wallace, Tropical Nalure, p. 223.

3 Wallace, ‘ Colours of Plants and the Origin of the Colour-
Sense.’ in Tropical Nature, p. 221 sqq. Idem, Darwinism, ch. x.
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agreeing with one of the writers referred to above that the
importance of the instinctive coyness of the female is * self-
evident,” I think, on the contrary, that in the present state
of our physiological knowledge it is a problem which cannot
be definitely solved. But hypothetical suggestlons may
prove to be useful.

The first question which presents itself is whether the
sexual instinct in animals is so feeble that it requires some
other stimulus besides the mere presence of a suitable indivi-
dual to lead to intercourse. Dr. Havelock Ellis says that
we are deceived by what we see among highly fed domesti-
cated animals, and among the lazy classes of human society,
when we imagine that the sexual instinct is normally ever
craving to be satisfied, and that throughout nature it can
always be set off at a touch whenever the stimulus is applied.
“ So far from the instinct of tumescence naturally needing
to be crushed, it needs, on the contrary, in either sex to be
submitted to the most elaborate and prolonged processes in
order to bring about those conditions which detumescence
relieves. . . . The whole object of courtship, of the mutual
approximation and caresses of two persons of the opposite
sex, is to create the state of sexual tumescence.”’* I cannot
help thinking that this is a somewhat exaggerated statement
of difficulties experienced by wild animals and savage men
in obtaining tumescence, if by tumescence is merely meant
the vascular congestion which is an essential preliminary to
acute sexual desire.? Dr. Malinowski is probably right
in saying that in the majority of savage races sexual life
is carried on very intensely;3 the restrictions to pre-
nuptial intercourse which we have found among many of
them are certainly no evidence of a feeble sexual impulse.
And among wild animals this impulse is probably intensified
by being more or less limited to a special season of the year.
It seems to me that the excitement resulting from the
coyness of the female can hardly be needed in order to pro-
duce acute sexual desire in the male, which is easily obtained

1 Ellis, op. cit. (vol. iii.) Analysis of the Sexual Impulse, p. 44 sg.
? See ibid. p. 21.
3 Malinowski, ‘ Baloma,’ in Jour. Roy. Anthy. Inst. xlvi. 417.



































































































528 THE HISTORY OF HUMAN MARRIAGE

In some cases these practices may stimulate the
instinct as expressions of strength, courage, or endur
but generally, I presume, they do so as means of attr
attention, of exciting through the charm of novelty,
particularly, of expressing sexual desire or sexual inte:
in those who adorn themselves. If, as Robert Burtc
it, natural beauty is a much stronger loadstone when “
artificial enticements and provocations of gestures, cl
jewels, pigments, exornations, shall be annexed unto i
the main reason for this is that they are invitations to

Thus we can understand that even practices so repy
to our taste as that of perforating the septum of the
or removing teeth may be attractive, whilst their omi
if they have once been established as genuine cus
becomes positively repulsive. In Cochin China, wher
women blacken their teeth, a man said contemptuous
the British Ambassador’s wife that * she had white
like a dog " ;¢ and the Abipones of Paraguay, who
fully plucked out all the hairs with which our eye
naturally protected, despised the Europeans for their
cyebrows and called them brothers to the ostriches.®
even where a certain kind of ornamentation has be
gencral and is prescribed by custom for all the membe
the community who are of the same sex, there is gene
scope left for variety in the form of deviations or exag
tions,® and thus the old custom may still remain a pos
lure. As bright colours and other secondary sexual ch
ters in animals are marks of recognition and mear
attraction, so self-decoration in mankind is a cons
indication of sexual feelings and therefore a sexual stimv
And as display in animal courtship excites not only

! Cf. Marquardt, op. ¢it. p. 16 sq, Tregear, op. cif. p. 25§
Brown, op. cib. p. 183 sq., with reference to tattooing.

? Walker observes (Beauty, p. 41) that ** an essential condit
all excitement and action in animal bodies, is a greater ¢
degree of novelty in the objects impressing them.”

3 Burton, Anatomy of Melancholy, iii. 2. a. 3, p. s21.

¢ Waitz, Introduction to Anthropology, p. 305.

$ Dobrizhoffer, op. &i. ii. 15.

¢ This is admitted even by Mr. Finck (op. cit. p. 245).
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is said of the Comanche.! Among the Uaupes, V
observed that the men and boys appropriated a
ornaments.® In Tierra del Fuego Lieutenant Bowve
the men more desirous of ornaments than the we
Proyart made a similar observation with regard 1
Negroes of Loango ;¢ and Schweinfurth® and Barth,
had a vast experience of African races, agree that the v
usually wear fewer omaments than the men. Amor
Gambier Islanders, according to Beechey, the women *
no ormaments of any kind, and appeared quite indii
to the beads and trinkets which were offered them.”?
native women of Orangerie Bay of New Guinea, ¢
that they are tattooed, adorn themselves less than the
and none of them paint their faces and bodies, as th
frequently do.* Among the Papuans of the Mimik
trict in the same island, according to Captain Rawlin
women are given to still less self-adornment than the
and, with the exception of a few beads, wear nothing b
Join-cloth.® In the Admiralty Islands young girls *
times have a necklace or two on, but they never are dec
to the extent to which the men are,” it being evident
considered good taste for them to adomn their pers
Among the aborigines of the New Hebrides,11

! Schoolcraft, In:dian Tribes of the Uniled States, i. 235.

' Wallace, Travels om the Amasom, p. 281. Cf. v. M
op. cil. i. 597.

3 Bove, Patagonia. Terra del Fuoco. Mari Australi, p. 12¢

¢ Proyart, * History of Lcango,” in Pinkerton, Collect
Voyages and Travels, xvi. 575. ’

¢ Schweinfurth, Im Herzew vom A frika, ii. 7 sq.

¢ Barth, Reisem und EntdecAungen im Nord- und Central-,
ii. 475. * Beechey. 0p. cit. i. 138.

¢ d’Albertis, New Guinsa, i 200. See also Miklucho-)A
* Ethnologische Bemerkungen iber dic Papuas der Maclay
in Neu-Guinea," in Nafwwriundig Tijdschrifi voor Neder,
Indie, xxxVi. 296 9.

* Rawling, Land of td¢ Nex Guinea Pygmiss, p. 57.

Y Moseley, Notes by 3 Natwraiist on the Challenger, P- 46x.
in Jowr. dAmikr. Imst. vi 390. Romiliy, Western Pacific an
Guines, p. 115,

11 Campbdell 4 Yesar in the New Hodrides, p. 145.
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they were less extensively and less regularly tattooed
the men.?

The comparative scarcity of female ormaments a
many savages may to some extent be explained by Spe
suggestion that omaments partly derive their origin
trophy-badges, or Wundt’s, that they indicate ranl
fortune ; * but these explanations could only have a ki
application. In so far as self-decoration is intend
stimulate the sexual instinct of the opposite sex, we
conclude that the greater desire of the men to make
selves attractive by omamentation is in the first plac
to the likings of the women, and that the plainer appea
of the women is a consequence of the men’s great
difference to their omaments. Darwin has pointed ou
among our domesticated quadrupeds individual antip:
and preferences are exhibited much more commonly b
female than by the male ; indeed, the male as a rule
to be ready to pair with any female, provided she belo
his own species.? So also women seem generally to be
particular in their choice than men, when the union
place without reference to interest. A Maori proverb
‘“ Let a man be ever so good-looking, he will not be
sought after ; but let a woman be ever so plain, men wi
eagerly seek after her.” ¢ With regard to the Negn
Sogno, Merolla da Sorrento wrote, ‘ Women would hax
perience of their husbands before they married them, i
manner as the men were to have of them; and iu this pa
lar I can aver that they are commonly much more obs!
or fickle than men, for I have known many instances in»
the men were willing to be married, while the wome
back, and either fled away or made excuses.’”’S Amon
Eastern Central Africans described by Mr. Duff Macd
many cases are known of slave wives running away

1 Kramer, op. cit. ii. 63.

* Wundt, EtAiR, i. 152 sqq. Cf. Him, op. cit. p. 220 sq.; !
man, Kulturens ursprungsformer, pp. 200, 202.

3 Darwin, op. cit. ii. 290 sqq. ¢ Taylor, op. cit. p. 293 s

4 Merolla da Sorrento, ‘ Voyage to Congo,’ in P.nkerton,
xvi. 236.
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free husbands, but none of slave husbands running away
from free wives.! In a subsequent chapter we shall see that
endogamous restrictions, whether they have reference to
race, nation, tribe, or rank, often apply to women only ;
and there can be little doubt that this to some extent is
due to the fact that the sexual instinct of women is more
discriminating than that of men. If in countries with
European civilisation women nevertheless are more particu-
lar about their appearance and more addicted to self-
decoration than the other sex, the reason for it may be
sought for in the greater difficulty they have in getting
married. But there is seldom any such difficulty in the
savage world. Here it is, on the contrary, the man who
runs the risk of being obliged to lead a single life.

1 Macdonald, Africana, i. 141.



CHAPTER XVI

PRIMITIVE MEANS OF ATTRACTION
(Concluded)

WE have still to consider a certain class of objects
men attach to their bodies, namely, such as fall und
heading of clothing. As the term implies, the purp«
which they are used is to clothe or cover the body, o1
part of it; but the relation between self-decoratio
clothing is very intimate. Not only are ornaments att
to clothes, but the latter are frequently used for pu
of ornamentation or allurement as well as coverin
body. ‘‘ The greatest provocations: of lust are fro
apparel,”’ says Robert Burton ;! and Dr. Havelock
justly observes that one of the chief sex allurements
be lost ‘“and the extreme importance of clothes
disappear at once if the two sexes were to dress al
Indeed, it is in many cases impossible to decide whet
certain object attached to the body should be called cl¢
or ornament. And whilst clothes readily become di
tions, there is, on the other hand, every reason to b
that mere decorations have also developed into clothes

The origin of clothing may no doubt be traced to s¢
different sources. The most obvious one is the desj
protect the body from frost and damp.! When
emigrated from his warm native home and settled do
less hospitable regions it became necessary for him to
himself from the influences of a raw climate. The E:

! Burton, Anaiomy of Melancholy, iii. 2. 2. 3, p. 524.

3 Ellis, Psychology of Sex, (vol. iv.) Sexual Selection in Man, 1

3 See Stoll, Das Geschlechtsieden in der Volkerpsychologie, p. .

5}
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Islanders as well, ! bas also been attributed to fear of
influences.* Mr. Sommerville states that in Tanna,
New Hebrides, * the closest secrecy is adopted with
to the penis, not at all from a sense of decency, but to
the Narak (that is, bewitching force), the sight even ¢
of another man being considered most dangerous.”
natives accordingly wrap it round with many ya
calico and other like materials, winding and folding
until a preposterous bundle eighteen inches or two fee
and two inches or more in diameter is formed.? A
Professor Hirn observes, the reproductive organs ar
only, in virtue of their connection with the mysterious
cle of life, objects of superstitious awe, but, owing to the
consideration, they themselves may require part
protection against dangerous influences.* The Bali
other Kamerun tribes believe that the evil eye is most
gerous to the male organs of generation, causing impot«
hence the men take great care to conceal them when su
to medical examination.®* And besides the evil eye ther
innumerable spirits that constitute so mary dangers
women in particular, and the possibility of heing fe
dated by whirlwinds or rain or other natural phenom
' Cook, Jourmal of a Voyage round the World, p. 106 (M:
Idem, Voyage to the Pacific Ocean, ii. 233 (Atooi of the Sand
Islands). Rivers, History of Melanesian Society, ii. 433 (Gan
Islanders). Of the North Queensland aborigines Dr. Roth (2
Queensiand Ethnography : Bulletin 8. Notes on Government, M
and Crime, p. 7) tells us that, “‘except in those areas where introc
is practised, a man must never be seen with the preputium retract
The Romans also considered that the glans should be care
concealed by pugilists, athletes, and others who exposed 1
bodies (Stieda, * Anatomisch-archéologische Studien. III. Die
fibulation bei Greichen und R8mern,’ in A natomische Hefte, xix. ;
8 Rivers, op. cit. ii. 435. Karsten, Studies in South Amey

Anthvopology, i. 180 sq.
* Sommerville, ‘Ethnological Notes on New Hebrides,” in J

Anthr. Inst. xxiii. 368. Cf. supra, p. 417.
¢ Hirn, Origins of Art, p. 218. See also Ratzel, Volkerkunde, i.
¢ Plchn, ‘ Beobachtungen in Kamerun,’ in Zeitschr. f. Ea

xxxvi. 720.
¢ Seo Hirn, op. cit. p. 218 sq.; Landtman, Kulturens urspru

Sformer, p. 200, Karsten, op. cil. i. 173 sqq.
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garment appears—illogically, though naturally—e
and physical protection against any attack on his pro
and “ as the conception-of property also extended
father’s right over his daughters, and the apprecial
female chastity developed, this motive spread to unn
as well as married women.” It is difficult to believe
ever, that a feeling so grim and earnest as the jeak
a married man would invent a merely symbolical me
protection utterly inadequate as a preventive of ad
But the clothing of married women may hawve origin
a safeguard against supernatural dangers connecte
pregnancy and child-birth, and would then, whenge
accepted, be required by modesty and become an ind
of their married state. Where garments of some s
worn by all women, both married and uamarried, t!
the former are often more seemly than those of th
Thus among the Shulis of the Egyptian Suda:
married women wear a narrow fringe of string in fro
unmarried wearing nothing but bead ornaments.2 |
the natives of Tassai, New Guinea, the former use a
and thicker kind of petticoat of pandanus leaf, divid
long grass-like shreds, reaching to the knee; whi
worn by the latter consists merely of single lengths
fast to a string which ties round the waist.®* In ]
liku—a kind of band made from hibiscus-bark—is
marriage worn very short, but after the birth of t
child is much lengthened ;®- and a similar practice
in other islands of the Pacific Ocean.$

It has further been suggested that the fear of

64, 80. Dr. Ellis thinks that when clothing had been once est
the conception of women as property imported a new and
sanction to an emotion already based on more natural and g
facts, that of sexual modesty.

! Wilson and Felkin, op. cit.'ii. 62. Cf. ibid. ii. 97 (Baris) ; .
Kafirs of Natal and the Zulu Country, p. 6.

* Macgillivray, Narrative of the Voyage of H.M.S. Ratilesnak

3 Wilkes, op. cit. iii. 355. Seemann, Vili, p. 351.

4 Forster, Voyage round the World, ii. 280. Waitz«
Anthropologie der Naturvolker, vi. s62. Cf. Dalton, De
Etbnology of Bengal, p. 27 (Abors).
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indecent when it suggests sexual intercourse and 1
hurts the feeling of sexual modesty. It is therefo
ceivable that clothing has been adopted as a means of
the most obvious physical sign of sexual excitement.
suggestion would be better supported by facts if the ¢
used by savages were of a kind more suited to effe
concealment than it actually is, and if it were more
for the purpose than it seems to be. In any case tt
mon theory that clothing owes its origin to the fe
shame! can have a meaning only if nakedness ¢
attention to the sexual centre to such a degree as to
the idea of sexual intercourse, which, as we have :
the real cause of sexual shame. And this is eviden
the case among peoples who are used to nakedness.
modesty relating to the sexual function may be sai
universal, there are a large number of peoples among
both men and women, or one of the sexes, are in the I
going completely naked and yet show no trace of
and other peoples who when they dress themselw
utterly neglectful of what we consider the first requin
of decency.

Thus in the northern parts of the Californian Pe
both men and women have been found in a state of m
Among the Miwok, according to their own conf
persons of both sexes and of all ages were formerly
lutely naked.? Lyman found the same to be the cas
the Paiuches in Northern Colorado,* Columbus wi
aborigines of Hispaniola,® Pizarro with the Indi:
Coca,® v. Humboldt with the Chaymas of New Anda
and other travellers among various other South Am

1 Wundt, Ethik, i. 152. Schurtz, Grundsiige einer Philoso;
Tyacht, p. 9 sq. Stoll, op. c.t. p. 486 sqq. ; &c.

' Baegert, ‘ Acconnt of the Aboriginal Inhabitants of tt
fornian Penins'li.” in Swmithsonian Report, 1863-64, P. 361X.

3 Powers. I'ribes ~f California, p. 348.

¢ Waitz, op. cit. iv. 210,

& Ling Roth, 1n Jour. Anthy. Inst. xvi. 275.

¢ Waitz, op. cit. iv. 193 note.

7 v. Humboldt, Persomal Narvative of Travels to the Egu:
Regions of the New Continent, iii. 230.
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“ They are as iomocent of shame,” says Palmer, “
animals of the forests.”* Cook foumd the aborig
Tasmania quite naked, and scther travellers did the s1
if not, attributed the Lttle clothing they wore to th
sity of protecting themselves against the cold.*
various other peoples imhabiting islands in the
Ocean,? as also some tribes in Borneo* and Sumat
people of Jarai bordering upon the empire of Siam,
Nagas of Assam,” both sexes were naked or, if they (
themselves a little, did so in a2 way which coull have)
to do with the feeling of decency ; whilst in many
islands it was generally the men only who were con
devoid of covering.® Of those on the south-west ¢

Two Representative Tribes of Queensland, p. 95. Breton, Ea
in New South Wales, &c., p. 211 sq. Hendersom, Esxcursi
Adventures in New Sowth Wales, ii. s04. Tench, Narrath
Expedition to Botany Bay, p. 80. Schulze, ‘ Aborigines of th
and Middle Finke River,’ in Trans. and Procesed. Roy. So
Awustyalia, xiv. 229. Stirling, * Anthropology,” in Report
Work of the Horn Scientific Expedition to Central Austvalia,
Withnell, Customs and Traditions of the Aboriginal Natives (
Western Australia, p. 13.

! Palmer, ‘ Notes on some Austrnlian Tribes,’ in Josr. Ant.
xiii. 281 note.

! Ling Roth, Aborigines of Tasmm, P- 128 sgg. Mrs. ]
Journal of a Voyage from Calcutia to Van Dismen’s Land,
Nixon, Cruise of the Beacon, pp. 25, 28. West, History of Ta
ii. 83. Bonwick, op. cit. pp. 24, 104. Breton, op. cit. p. 398

® Wilkes, op. cit. iv. 277 (natives of Penrhyn Island) ; v. 46
of Drummond’s Island). Labillardi¢re, op. cit. ii. 274 (S
Islanders), 287, 289 (na.txves of the Louisiade Archi
son Dreissig ]alm in der Sildsee, p. 490 s¢. (natives in the
of Bougainville in the Solomons). Pfeil, Studien und Beobac.
aus der Siidsee p. 48 (various tribes in the Bismarck Archigp

¢ Bock, Head-Hunters of Bomco, p. 183.

5 Forbes, ‘' Kubus of Sumatra,’ in Jour. Anthr. Inst, xiv. 14

8 Crawfurd, History of the Indian Archipelago, iii. 5.

T Blochmann, ‘ Koch Bihir, Koch Héjo, and A'sfm, in ti
and 17th Centuries,’ in Jour. Asiatic Soc. Bengal, vol. xli. pt. i.

8 Powell, 0p. cit. pp. 74 s¢. (natives of the Duke of York (
230 (natives of New Britain). Parkinson, op. cit Pp. 342 (na
Squally Island north-east of New Ireland), 431 (nati
Wuwulu and Aua west of the Adminalty Islands). Guppy,
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It is noticeable that even the races who are more or less
clothed, such as the Wakamba, wear their garments so
carelessly that they by no means fulfil our ideas of propriety.
As a rule this nudity is confined to the men, but in Kavi-
rondo it extends to both sexes. . . . Neither the Bantu
nor the Nilotic Kavirondo are particularly low in the scale
of civilisation.”* According to Sir Harry Johnston, com-
plete nudity in the male is, or has until recently been,
characteristic of ‘‘ the Nilotic Negroes, the pagan Hamites
(Gala and Bahima), the hybrid races between the Hamite
and the Nile Negro, between the Hamite and the Bantu,
and a few Bantu races who are either very much under the
influence of neighbouring Masai or Gala tribes or have
still retained in South Central Africa the impress of Bahima
customs.”’® The peoples among whom the men either go
naked or dress without the least regard to decency as we
understand it, or did so not long ago, include the Baris,?

1 Eliot, East Africa Protectorate, p. 93 sq. Among the Nilotic
tribes of Kavirondo unmarried men go naked, whilst married men
who have a child wear a small piece of goat skin practically useless
as a covering; nor wear unmarried girls any clothes, although
married women wear a tail of strings behind but not in front (Hobley,
op. c¢it. p. 31). Among the Bantu Kavirondo the men generally
go naked, though the old men and chiefs wear a skin slung toga-wise
from the shoulder; young unmarried girls are usually nude, but
the other women wear a fringe of black string in front and a tail
behind (ibid. p. 21).

8 Johnston, Uganda Protectorate, pp. 767, 769. He adds (sbid.
P. 769 n. ¥) .—'* The only Bantu tribes which formerly were, or at
the present day are, without feelings of shame in regard to the
exposure of the person in the male are the A-kamba, A-kikuyu,
Wa-chaga, and other tribes in British East Africa living in close
relations with the Masai or the Gala; the Kavirondo, who were
similarly influenced by the Nile Negroes ; the Bakonjo of Ruwenzori,
who in this may have copied the Hima customs; the Barundi of
North Tanganyika likewise ; the Nkonde tribes of the north end of
Lake Nyasa; the Mashukulumbwe (cf. Holub, op. cit. ii. 299)
and Batonga of the Central Zambezi ; and the Zulus of South and
South Central Africa.”” Of the Bahima Mr. Roscoe writes (op. cst.
p. 103), “ Men go scantily dressed: they are often destitute of
clothing except for a small skin-cape thrown over their shoulders.” -

* Wilson and Felkin, op. cit. ii. 96.
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It must not be supposed that the pcoples who attach no
idea of shame to the entire exposure of the body are devoid
of sexual modesty or are less modest than those who cover
themselves.! Mr. Kerr Cross remarks that ‘“ as a general
rule, in Africa modesty is in reverse proportion to clothing.”?
M. Hyades assures us that the same feeling is very developed
among the Yahgans of Tierra del Fuego, who are used to
live naked : * they manifest it in their bearing and in the
ease with which they show themselves without clothing,
- compared with the awkwardness, blushing, and shame
which they exhibit, men and women, if one gazes at certain
parts of their bodies.””®* The Andamanese are said to *“ pay
no attention to their own nudity, although by nature they
are modest.” ¢ Parkinson observes that the modesty of
a perfectly naked New Ireland girl is as.great as, if not
greater than, that which is found in most of our fashionable
ladies in Europe. And he adds that “ nakedness by itself
causes no sexual excitement-in a native.”® This is un-
doubtedly true of all peoples who wear no clothing. * Where
all men go naked, for instance in New Holland,” says
Forster, “ custom familiarises them to each other’s eyes,
as much as if they went wholly muffled up in garments.’’¢
In an account of the Nagas in the southern mountains of
Assam, written by a Persian historian of the seventeenth
century, we read that ‘‘ the women only cover their breasts as
they say that it would be absurd to cover those limbs which
every one might have seen from their birth; but this was
not the case with the breasts, which since then had formed
and should, therefore, be covered.”? That the nakedness
of savages is not alluring, when one gets used toit, has been
attested by many travellers. Lery, in his description of

! See, e.g., Bonwick, op. cit. p. 57 sq.; Maupetit, ‘ La pudeur,’
in Bull. Soc. d’Anthy. Paris, ser. vi. vol. v. 405 sqq.

* Cross, ‘Notes on the Country lying between Lakes Nyassa and
Tanganyika,’ in Proceed. Roy. Geograph. Soc. N.S. xiii. 88. Cf.
Johnston, Uganda Protectorale, p. 730 (Bantu Kavirondo).

* Hyades and Deniker, Mission scientifigue du Cap Horm, vii. 239.

4 Kloss, In the Andamans and Nicobars, p. 188.

¢ Parkinson, op. cit. p. 271. ¢ Forster, op. cil. ii. 383.

7 Blochmann, in Jour. Asiatic Soc. Bengal, vol. xli. pt. i. 84.












550 THE HISTORY OF HUMAN MARRIAGE CHA

Tahiti a maro, composed of red and yellow fcathers, was i
Cook’s time considered a present of very great value, an
the women thought it * most ornamental *’ to enfold the
loins with many windings of cloth.! Seemann says th:
in Fiji the girls “ wore nothing save a girdle of hibiscu:
fibres, about six inches widc, dyed black; red, yellow, whit
or brown, and put on in such a coquettish way, that on
thought it must come off every moment.”* A simila
practice is widespread in the islands of the Pacific, fringe
made of cocoa-nut fibre or of leaves slit into narrow strip
or filaments of bark, frequently dyed with gaudy colour
being in many of these islands the only garment of th
natives. This costume, with its conspicuous tint and mobit
fringe, has a most graceful appearance and a very prett;
effect, but is far from being in harmonuy with our ideas o
modesty. In the island of Yap, according to Cheyne, * th
dress of the males, if such it may be called, is slovenly in th
extreme. They wear the maro next them, and, by way o
improvement, a bunch of bark fibres dyed red, over it.”
In New Caledonia, in Forster’s time, the natives only tiec
‘ a string round the middle and another round the neck ; "
whilst in some other groups the dress of the men consistec
of nothing but a leaf ® or a mussel or shell.®

In Kordofan the unmarried girls only tied round thei
loins a fringed leathern belt, which was frequently decoratec
with agates.” Among the Nandi they * wear little morn
clothing than a very small apron of leather ornamentec
with beads and tassels.””® Among the Negroes of Bcpir.
according to Bosman, they had no other garment than som:

1 Cook, Voyage t» the Pacific Ocean, ii. 16 sq. Idem, Journal of
Voyage round the World, p. 44. ? Seemann, Viti, p. 168.

3 Cheyne, Description of Islands in the Western Pacific Ocean
p. 144. ¢ Forster, op. cil. ii. 383.

8 Waitz-Gerland, op. cit. vi. 561, 565 (New Caledonia, New
Hebrides, Ulaua).

¢ Ibid. vi. 567 (some parts of New Guinea). Labillardisre
op. cit. i. 2795q. ; Moseley, in Jour. Anthr. Inst. vi. 397 sq. ; Parkin
son, op. cit. p. 368 (Admiralty Islands).

* Pallme, Travels in I{ordofan, p. 71.

¢ Johnston, Uganda Protectorate, p. 863 sq.
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If p=cple attach objects to other parts of the body in orde
to stimalate the passions of the opposite sex, is it not a
the more probable that the cbjects they attached to th
sexual centre itself were intended to serve the same object
While nakedness is not exciting if the eye is used to i
covering or half-covering readily becomes so. Montaigr
asks :—* Why did Poppea invent the use of a mask to hic
the beauties of her face, but to enhance it to her lovers ? . .
Why do people cover with so many hindrances, one ow
another, the parts where our desires and their own hav
their principal seat? ! Virey gives the answer, “ Th
less one sees, the more does imagination picture.”? §
also, when Mr. Ward asked a native Congo chief the reaso
why the women of his district wore no costume, the impor
of his reply was, ‘ Concealment makes the inquisitiv
hungry.”? The Khyoungtha of the Chittagong Hills hav
a tradition worth mentioning in this connection. */
certain queen noticed with regret that the men of the natio
were losing their love for the society of the women, and wer
resorting to vile and abominable practices, from which th
worst possible results might be expected. She therefon
prevailed upon her husband to promulgate a rigorous order
prescribing the form of petticoat to be worn by all womes
in future, and directing that the males should be tattooed
in order that, by thus disfiguring the males, and addsn
piquancy to the beauty of the women, the former might onc
more return to the feet of their wives.”* We can easily
imagine that among a tribe of naked savages, when someone
whether man or woman, put on a bright-coloured fringe
a few gaudy feathers, a string with beads, a bundle of leaves
a dazzling shell, or a piece of cloth, this could not fail t

1 Montaigne, Essays, book ii. ch. 15, vol. ii. 331.

? Virey, De la femme sous ses rapports physiologique, moral e
littéraire, p 300. ‘' Nur das Verborgene reizt,” says Ziminermam
(op. cit. ii. 84), “ und Diejenigen welche auf den Gesellschafts-Inseh
die verhiillende Kleidung und den heimlichen Genuss und da
Verbergen der natiirlichen Gefiihle einfiilhrten, haben gewiss di
Sitten nicht verbessert.” 3 Ward, Voicc from the Congo, p. 258

¢ Lewin, Wild Races of South-Eastern India, p. 116 sq.
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attract attention and served as an invitation. It is of great
importance for our argument that among many peoples
who generally go perfectly naked a covering is womn in
circumstances which indicate that it is used simply as a
means of sexual attraction.

We have previously noticed the important part which
dances and festivals play in the erotic life of savage peoples,
and the endeavour of young men and women on these occa-
sions to please each other by painting their bodies and
decorating them with all sorts of ornaments. Then, also,
it is the custom for them, in tribes who are otherwise naked,
to put on a scanty covering. Among the Tasmanians,
whose dances were performed * with the avowed intention
of exciting the passions of the men,”’ the women wore in the
dance a covering of leaves or feathers, which, as among
Australian natives on similar occasions, was removed
directly afterwards.! Among the Australian Pegulloburras,
who generally go entirely naked, the women on festive
occasions wear round the middle small fringes.? Pre-
paratory to their dances the Huitoto Indians of the Putumayo
region used to paint themselves all over in various colours
and adorn themselves with feather ornaments and neck-
laces, and the few who possessed clothes generally wore them
on these occasions.? Speaking of the Witoto and Boro of
the North-West Amazons, Mr. Whiffen remarks that * if
for ordinary life the attire of the Indian is of the slightest,
on the occasion of a festival or a dance the most elaborate
sartorial preparations have to be made "’ ; and he also says
of them that ‘‘ their ornaments are more important than
their dress, in fact their ornaments are their dress.”’4
Wallace writes of the Uaupés that, ‘ while dancing in their
festivals, the women wear a small tanga, or apron, made of
beads, prettily arranged. It is only about six inches square,
but is never worn at any other time, and immediately the
dance is over, it is taken off.”” Besides, their bodies are

1 Bonwick, op. cit. pp. 27, 38.

2 Curr, Australian Race, ii. 472.

* Hardenburg, Putumayo, p. 161 sq.
¢ Whiffen, op. cit. pp. 75, 79.
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interesting statcment, made by Lohmann, is that among
the Saliras only harlots clothe themselves; and they are
said to do so in order to attract through the unknown.!

In conformity with other ormaments, what we consider
decent covering is said to be more common among savage
men than women. ‘' If dress were the result of a feeling of
shame,” Professor Waitz observes, ‘ we should expect it
to be more indispensable to woman than to man, which is
not the case.””* In America, according to v. Humboldt—
among the Caribs, for instance—the men are often more
decently clothed than the women.? The same is stated of
the Nagas of Upper Assam ;4 and, with particular refer-
ence to African savages, Barth remarks, ‘1 have observed
that many heathcn tribes consider a covering, however
poor and scanty it may be, more necessary for man than
woman.”* Whether this is the rule among savage peoples
is doubtful. At any rate, the egoism of the men cannot be
blamed for the nakedness of the women. For a savage Eve
may pluck her clothes from the trees.

It is finally worth noticing that the use of a covering is
not the only way in which savage m:n ind women pay
attention to the pubic region, or draw attention to it. In
many of tiie Pacific islands this part of the body is tattooed,
even so profuscly as to give the person, at a distance, the
appearance of being dressed.® In such cases tattooing has
becn said to answer the purposes of decency in the absence

! Lohmann, quotel by Bastian, Rechisverhdlinisse bes ver-
schiedenen Volkern der Evde, p. 174.
t Waitz, Introduction to Anthropology, p. 300.

3 v. Humbeoldt, op. cit. vi. 10. ¢ Dalton, op. cit. p. 41.
5 Barth, Reisen, ii. 473. Cf. Moller, Pagels, and Gleerup, op. cit.
i. 269. ’

¢ Finsch, ' Die Bewohner von Ponapé,’ in Zeitschr. f. Ethnol.
xii. 311, 314. Waitz-Gerland, op. cit. vol. v. pt. ii. 188 (Vaitupu);
vi. 34 (Samoa). Kramer, op. cit. ii. 65 (Samoa). Wilkes, op. cit. iii. 355
(Fiji). Mariner, op. cit. ii. 266 (Tonga). Cook, Voyage to the Pacific
Ocean, ii. 192, 232 (Atooi of the Sandwich Islands). Tautain,
‘Sur le tatouage aux iles Marquises,’ in L’Anthropologie, vii. 247.
Hale, U.S. Evploring Expedition, vol. vi. Ethnography and Philology,
p. 39 (Polynesians).
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Rio Branco in Brazil! The Jews, Muhammadans, Abys
sinians, and a few other peoples being excepted, it is per-
formed when the boy attains manhood ; and where it is in
use it is generally considered a necessary imi to
marriage, ‘‘ uncircumcised ”’ being a bad word and ‘the
women often refusing all intercourse with such a man.?

Many different explanations of this custom have been
suggested.? A frequent belief is that it was adopted from
hygienic motives. But, as Andree points out, circumcised
and uncircumcised peoples live in the same neighbourhood
side by side, without any difference in their physical con-
dition ;* Sturt observes that in Australia “ you would meet
with a tribe with which that custom did not prevail, between

! Wallace, Travels on the Amazon, p. 517. For the distribution
of circumcision see Andree, ‘ Die Beschneidung,’ in Archiv f. An-
thropologie, xiii. 53 sqq.; ldem, Ethmographische Parallelenm und
Vergleiche, Neue Folge, p. 166 sqq. ; Ploss-Renz, Das Kind, ii. 157 sqq. ;
Stoll, op. cit. p. 499 sqq.; Zaborowski, ‘' La circoncision, ses origines
et sa répartition en Afrique et A Madagascar,’ in L'Anthkropologie,
vii. 653 sgg.—The prevalence of circumcision in ancient Japan
has been inferred from the present notion that it is a shame
‘ pour les Japonais d'dtre kawakamuri, c’est-d-dire d’avoir le gland
recouvert par le prépuce. . . . Tout Japonais qui se respecte se
présente soit aux bains publics soit 4 une visite médicale, avec un
gland enti¢rement découvert *’ (Laloy, * Déformations des organes
génitaux chez les Japonais,” in L'Anékropologie, xiv. 375).

* Andree, in Archiv f. Anthropologie, xiii. p. 75. Bastian, Rechtsver-
hdluisse, p. xx. Krimer, Die Samoa-Inseln, ii. 61. Ellis, Yoruba-
speaking Peoples of the Slave Coast, p. 67. Weeks, ' Anthropological
Notes on the. Bangala of the Upper Congo River,’ in Jour. Roy. Anthr.
Inst. x1. 402.

* See, e.g., Hovorka, in Miltheil. Anthyop. Gesellsch. Wien, xxiv.
135 ; Waitz-Gerland, op. cit. vi. 41, 784 ; Spencer, Principles of Socs-
ology, ii. 67 ; Miiller, Aligemeine Etknographie, p. 337 sq. ; Burton,
‘ Notes on the Dahoman,’ in Memosrs Anthr. Soc. London, i. 318 ;
Reade, Savage Africa, p. 539 sq.; Modigliani, Un viaggio a Nias,
p- 702; Thomson, Fijians, p. 217 ; Meiners, Aligemeine kritische
Geschichte der Religionen, ii. 467 ; Trusen, Dis Sitiew und Gebrduche
der altew Hebrder, p. 117 sqq.; Frazer, Magic Ari, i. 92 sqq.: Idem,
Folk-Lore in the Old Testament, ii. 330 ; Gray, ‘ Circumcision (Intro-
ductory),” in Hastings, Encyclopedia of Religiom and Ethics, iii.
664 sq7.

¢ Andree, in Archiv f. Anthropologie, xiii. 78.
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two with which it did.””* Moreover, as Spencer remarks,
while circumcision does not exist among the most cleanly
races in the world, it is common among the most uncleanly ;2
among the Herero and Bechuanas, for example, the boys
are circumcised, though these peoples are described as
exceedingly filthy in their habits.® It seems more probable
that circumcision has something to do with the superstitious
fear of sexual ‘ uncleanness.”4 Mr. Purcell states that in
Australian tribes practising it ‘ no man, woman, or youth,
that has been circumcised, will take food from a boy of
his own tribe who has not undergone the rite. Should a
man from an uncircumcising tribe visit these people, they
won't eat in his presence, as they don’t consider himclean.” 5
So also in Fiji uncircumcised youths were regarded as un-
clean, and were not permitted to carry food for the chiefs.®
The Yoruba-speaking peoples of the Slave Coast call circum-
cision ‘ the cutting that saves.”?” The Muhammadans
regard it as ‘cleansing’’: by circumcision ‘ the boy
becomes clean, and capable of performing religious exercises,
of praying and entering the mosque.” 8

The most satisfactory explanation which has been sug-
gested for this practice is, in my opinion, that it at once
makes the boy a man and gives him the appearance of sexual
maturity,® or that it by giving him such an appearance is
supposed to make him a man capable of procreation.1®
Grown-up girls would then no longer have any objection
to him, and circumcision, also, might thus be regarded as
a means of sexual attraction, whether intended to be so or

1 Sturt, Narrative of an Expedition into Central Australia, ii. 140.

* Spencer, Principles of Sociology, ii. 67.

3 Galton, Narrative of an Explover in Tropical South Africa,
P. 192 sq. Andersson, Lake Ngamsi, p. 465.

¢ Cf. Crawley, Mystic Rose, p. 137 sq.

§ Purcell, ‘ Rites and Customs of Australian Aborigines,’ in
Verhandl. Berliner Geselisch. Anthrop. 1893, p. 287.

¢ \Williams and Calvert, op. cit. p. 144.

7 Ellis, Yoruba-speaking Peoples of the Slave Coast, p. 67.

8 Ploss-Renz, Das Kind, i1. 167. Klunzinger, Upper Egvpt, p. 195.

9 Ploss-Renz, op. cit. ii. 147. Andree, Ethnographische Parallelen,
Neue Folge, p. 211 sq. von den Steinen, op. cit. p. 198 sq.

19 Parkinson, op. cit. p. 182 (New Dritain).
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not. In Tanna, one of the New Hebrides, where the pref
is so cut as to leave a wing on each side forming a k
lump underneath, it is considered that ‘‘ the larger
operation, the more of a man does it make the boy.”’?
von den Steinen observes that the Brazilian practice
stretching and tying up the prepuce has the same ef
as circumcision and may therefore be performed from
same motive, although he also regards it as a protec
against insects.? Among the Pawumwa Indians if
especially unmarried men who are addicted to it.3

Among many peoples of Africa and in certain tr
of the Malay Archipelago and South America the §
also undergo a sort of circumcision, which is likewise loo
upon as a necessary preliminary to marriage.4 S
autem gentes, quarum contrarius mos est, ut clitoris
labia minora non exsecentur, verum extendantur, et sa
longissime extendantur. Atque ista etiam deform:
insigne pulchritudinis existimatur.® De indigenis Ponaj
haec adnotat Finsch: labia interma longius extenta
pendentia puellis et uxoribus singulare sunt incitament:
quae res eodem modo se habet apud alias gentes, ut a
Hottentottas.® Speaking of this practice among
Bawenda in Northern Transvaal, a German missionary s
that it is considered a matter of great importance for
marriage of a girl. Before the young man pays the bi
price he tries to satisfy himself as to the accuracy of
information he has received on the matter; for ‘‘ the m
the labia pudendi protuberate the more pleased they ar

! Gray, ‘' Some Notes on the Tannese,’ in Report of the Fo.
Meeting of the Australasian Association for the Advancemneni
Science, held at Hobart, in 1902, p. 659.

t von den Steinen, 0p. cit. p. 199.

3 Haseman, in American Anthropologist, N. S. xiv. 342.

4 See Ploss-Bartels, Das Weib, i. 246 sqq.; Ploss-Renz, .
Kind, ii. 220 sqq.; Gray, in Hastings, op. cit. iii. 667 sqq.

8 Ploss-Bartels, Das Weib, i. 243 sg. Ploss-Renz, Das Ki
ii. 215 sgq. ¢ Finsch, in Zeitschr. f. Ethnol. xii. 316.

7 Wessmann, ‘ Reife-Unsitten bei den Bawenda in Nord-Tr:
vaal,’ in Verhandl. Berlincy Gesellsch. Anthrop. 1896, p. 363.
also Stannus, ‘' Notes on some Tribes of British Central Africa,
Jour. Roy. Anthy. Inst. x1. 317.
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a man or woman should be discovered without the m
or liku, they would probably be killed.””! Among
Pelew Islanders the women have an unlimited privil
of striking, fining, or, if it be done on the spot, killing :
man who makes his way into their bathing-places.t
those Australian tribes where a covering is worn by
women they will retire out of sight to bathe.* The won
of Nukahiva have only one small covering, but are
tenacious of it that the most licentious will not cons
to take it off ; and the men, who wear nothing but a str
round the prepuce, are utterly ashamed if it happens
fall off.4¢ The Admiralty Islanders, according to Mosel
always cover themselves hastily on removing their pu
shell for barter, and evidently consider that they are
posing themselves “ either indecently or irreligiously ”
they show themselves perfectly nude.® Facts of this s
however, can be easily explained without the supposit
that the covering which is now required by decency a
was at first adopted from a similar motive.

“ The ideas of modesty,” Forster truly remarks, .
different in every country, and change in different peri
of time.” ¢ Speaking of the mouth omament worn by °
women of Port des Francais in Alaska, which makes !
lower part of the mouth jut out two or three inches,
Pérouse says, ““ We sometimes prevailed on them to p
off this ornament, to which they with difficulty agree
they then testified the same embarrassment, and ms
the same gestures, as a woman in Europe who discov
her bosom.” 7 Von Humboldt wrote :—'* A woman in so
parts of Asia is not.permitted to show the ends of her finge:
while an Indian of the Caribbean race is far from consider
herself naked, when she wears a guajuco two inches bro
Even this band is regarded as a less essential part of dr

1 Wilkes, op. cit. iii. 356. * Semper, Dic Palau-Inseln, p. 6§

3 Curr, The Australian Race, i. 99. * Lisiansky, op. cit. p. 85 .

8 Moseley, in Jour. Anthr. Inst. vi. 3g8. Cf. Labillardi
op. cit. i. 279 sq. ; v. Krusenstern, op. cit. i. 156.

¢ Forster, op. cit. ii. 383.

* La Pérouse, Voyage round the World, ii. 142.
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than the pigment which covers the skin. To go out of the
hut without being painted with arnotta, is to transgress
all the rules of Caribbean decency.”! In Tonga a man
would consider it very indecent not to be tattooed.* A
Muhammadan woman who is used to veil her face would
blush exceedingly for showing it bare. The Tubori women
in Central Africa, who wear only a narrow strap to which
is attached a twig hanging down behind, feel greatly
ashamed if the twig happens to fall off.* Savages in
Sumatra and Celebes who carefully cover the knee consider
it highly improper to expose it.4¢ In China a woman must
not show her foot to any other man than her husband ; it
is even improper to speak of a woman’s foot, and in decent
pictures this part of the body is always concealed under the .
dress.5

These instances are sufficient to show how relative and
conventional the ideas of modesty often are. Where it is
the custom to paint or tattoo the body, people are ashamed
to appear unpainted or untattooed. Where women are
in the habit of covering their faces, such a covering is con-
sidered indispensable for every modest woman. Where
people for some reason or other have come to conceal the
foot, the knee, or the ends of the fingers, their modesty
prevents the exposure of the part which is hidden. Nobody
would doubt that in these cases it is the covering that has
caused the feeling of modesty and not modesty that has
caused the covering. Or are we to believe that the shame
we should feel if we walked about barefooted is the original
cause of our wearing boots? The feeling of shame, as
Bain puts it, ““is resolved by a reference to the dread of
being condemned, or ill-thought of, by others.””® Custom
is a tyrant who threatens with condemnation, disgrace, or

! v. Humboldt, op. cit. vi. 12 sq. 3 Mariner, op. cit. ii. 267.

3 ‘Dr. E. Vogel's Reise nach Central-Afrika,’ in Petermann'’s
Mittheilungen, 1857, p. 138.

¢ Crawfurd, History of the Indian Aychipelago, i. 209.

8 Stricker, ‘ Der Fuss der Chinesinnen,’ in Archiv f. Anthropolo-
gie, iv. 243.

% Bain, Emotions and the Will, p. 211.
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scorn anybody who acts in defiance of its rules. Whatever
be the foundation for a certain practice, and however trivial
it may be, people have a tendency to disapprove or deride
any marked deviation from it for the simple reason that such
a deviation is unusual. The young ladies of Balonda,
wholly unconscious of their own deficiency, could not main-
tain their gravity at the sight of the naked backs of Living-
stone’s men. ‘‘ Much to the annoyance of my companions,”
he says, * the young girls laughed outright whenever their
backs were turned to them, for the Balonda men wear a
dress consisting of skins of small animals, hanging before
and behind from a girdle round the loins.”! By d
the custom may be associated with religion and then becomes
even more powerful than it was before. We are told of a
Fijian priest who, like all his countrymen, was satisfied
with a masi, or scanty hip-cloth, but on hearing a descrip-
tion of the naked inhabitants of New Caledonia and of their
idols, exclaimed contemptuously, * Not have a smasi and
yet pretend to have gods!’”’* And, as Peschel remarks,
‘ were a pious Mussulman of Ferghana to be present at our
balls, and see the bare shoulders of our wives and daughters,
and the semi-embraces of our round dances, he would
silently wonder at the long-suffering of Allah, who had not
long ago poured fire and brimstone on this sinful and shame-
less generation.’’3

Like the uncovering of any other part of the body, so
also the exposure of the pubic region, if usually concealed,
would be apt to cause a feeling of shame as a transgression
of the rule of custom. But this is by no means the complete
explanation of the shame felt at such exposure. Sexual
modesty, which lecads to the concealment of the sexual
function, is apt to be hurt by the sight of a part of the body
which too openly directs the thought to that function.
Such is not generally the case with nakedness when the eye
is used to it, but it is different with a nakedness to which

! Livingstone, Missionary Travels and Researches in South Afyica,
p. 305.

? Williams, quoted by Peschel, Races of Man, p. 171.

3 1bid. p. 171.
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in modern anthropology to look for superstitious origins
of savage customs. With this tendency I am in full sym
pathy. My research work in Morocco has convinced me
that in very many cases the belief in magic forces is at the
bottom of customs which have never before been traced to
such a cause; and I have little doubt that in the genesis
of practices which we have now discussed superstition has
played a larger part than is known at present.! But at the
same time it should be remembered that the sexual impulse
is even more primitive than the belief in mysterious or
supernatural forces and agents. We have therefore no
right to assume, without direct evidence, that what is now
looked upon as a sexual stimulant originally was some-
thing else ; and even if it is known to have been so, it may
from the beginning have been a sexual stimulant as well
An object may be attached to the body both as a charm
and as an ornament ; and the little apron of a savage girl
may have been adopted for the double purpose of conceal-
ing something unpleasant or disgusting and of positively
increasing her attractions.?

It has been argued that savages would not endeavour to
ornament themselves in order to become attractive to the
opposite sex unless their girls enjoyed great liberty in the
choice of a mate; that such liberty is generally wanting
in the savage world ; and that consequently the practices
which have been interpreted as means of attraction must
have another meaning. This argument, however, suffers
from several defects. Men are not indifferent to the feelings
of women and the impression they make upon them even
though they can force to submission the women they desire.
Where a girl is not allowed to choose her husband she may
nevertheless be able to choose her lover. Though not con-
sulted when asked in marriage, it may lie in her power to

1 This has recently been much emphasised by Dr. Karsten
(op. cit. passim), who, in fact, assigns superstitious motives to all
sorts of ‘‘ sclf-decoration '’ as practised among the South American
Indians. See also Frazer, Totemism and Exogamy, iv. 194, 200—~202,
207 ; Landtman, Kullurens ursprungsformer, p. 203.

* Cf. Ellis, op. cit. vol. i. Evolution of Modesty, p. 59.
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influence the proceedings in some way or other, and if given
away against her will she may manage to dissolve the
union. But very frequently savage women have consider-
able liberty to choose their husbands ; and we have reason
to suppose that under more primitive conditions they were
freer in that respect than they are at somewhat higher stages
of culture. This subject will be discussed in a following
chapter.

END OF VOL 1.






























