
SPECIAL ISSUE 
ON CON-CON ill 

I 

w 

Constitution Presented To People 
it is, on the whole, a deri- keep in local hands politi- The 39-member convention 

Cisco Uludong vativ: of American polit~cal cal ~ontrol o ye r internal which opened last m:>nth with 
Editor :xperiences an~ falls W:th- affairs, leaving authority strong references to a sort-

Saipan - A draft constitu
t i o n for the new Corraron -
w e a 1 t h of the Northern 
Marianas has been approved 
in principle by the consti
tutional convention and is 
being presented to the peo
ple this week in pub 1 i c 
hearings throughout this 
newest American territory. 

The proposed constitution 
has some novel features, but 

11; t h L American constitu- o y e r all ?efense and for- of-Marianas nationalism, 
tional framel\Urk. . . e 1 g n affairs t o the U.S. gradually discovered, to the 

! h : draft constitution, government. chagrin of some of its some-
which is_eXJ:ected tot a k e what radical members, that 
effect w1thi1; th~ next!~ 0 Related Articles it really had no alternative 
years afte: it is ratified 

1 
*Land Alienation ••••••.••• 3 b u t to produce a docunent 

by the Mlr1anas people a n d , *Deadlock Broken .•••••••• 3 the m u s t comply with not 
approved by.the U.S. go~ern-. *Populars Blast •••••••.••• 7 only the COJTlfll)nwealth cove
ment, reaffirms t~e Marianas *Carolinians Speak out •• 7&9 nant but with the U.S. con
long-pursued ,~esire _for a *Editorial •••••••••••••••• B stitution ano other federal 
pennanent u n 1 o n Wl. th the *Commonweal th: A Sham? • ••• 9 laws as well 
United .States while at the *Draft Constitution ••• 10&11 • 
same time it attempt~ to con't on page 2 
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People . Want More 
Time to Review 

M. Bentley 
Staff Writer 

Saipan - The major com
plaint heard by the Con-Con 
delegates during the first 
day of public hearings on 
the proposed constitution 
for the Northern Marianas is 
that the people have not 
been given enough time to 
look over the constitution 
before coming to the hear
rings. 

The hearings, held at the 
Saipan Inter-Continental 
Inn, were scheduled for only 
two days and there were in
dications that they may not 
be extended as requested by 
those who testified Wednes
day. 

The Convention, which re
cessed Tuesday, began dis
tributing the 51-page docu
ment to the general public 
on Tuesday evening. 

In an accompanying open 
letter to the public, con
vention President Lorenzo I. 
Guerrero urged the people 
of Northern Marianas to ex
press their views on the 
proposed constitutional pro
visions. 

Many of those present Wed
nesday complained that they 

·C 
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were incapable of absorbing 
such a document, loaded with 
technical and legal langu
age, within 36 hours and de
manded extra time to study 
the draft constitution and 
receive legal opinions and 
interpretations from outside 
sources. 

Among those who testified 
Wednesday was Joseph F. 
Screen, who spoke on behalf 
of the Saipan Chamber of 
Commerce. Screen said that 
the Chamber was "concerned 
of the dichotomy that exists 
between Saipan on the one 
hand and Rota and Tinian on 
the other. This draft con
stitution regrettably dis
plays this dichotomy to the 
detriment of all the people 
of the Marianas." Screen 
testified .that the constitu
tion "deprives an overwhelm
ing majority of the popula
tion simple constitutional 
rights to even amend that 
document." 

Some of the major propo
sals put forth by the Cham
ber of Commerce included: 
the addition of a "grand
father clause" to protect 
personal rights in 1 on g 
terms leases already exist-

con' t on page 18 

Marianans had little time to digest the 51-page d r a ·ft 
constitution distributed Tuesday for public hearing Wednes-
day and Thursday. Municipal Councilman Plasido Tagabuel 
returns to gallery after presenting his views to CON-CON 
delegates. 

AirMike Resumes 
Full Service 

Saipan --- Continental Air 
Micronesia announced here 
Wednesday that a full sche
dule of flights throughout 
Micronesia would be resumed 
effective Thursday, Nov. 18. 

Gene Hassing, General 
Manager for the airline, 
stated that a back-to-work 
agreement has been reached 
with the striking Air Line 
Pilots Association, accord
ing tot he press release. 
Hassing also said that most 

of Continental Airlines' 
Ma.inland and Hawaii flights 
a 1 s o would resume service 
Thursday. 

Continental Air Micronesia 
has been operating a reduced 
flight schedule sinee t n e 
work stop~age began on Octo
ber 23. Service within the 
Trust Territory continued 
even though no flights were 
operated on the Mainland. 
The pilots voluntarjly con
tinued to work as a service 
to the p~ple of-Micronesia. 
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Constitution. • • 
con't from page 1 

~breover, the ·vollDTlinous prov1s1ons not f o u n d in 
"Briefing Papers" hy 1'/ilmer, o t h e r cons ti tut ions. The 
Cutler and Pickering, the article on personal rights 
Washington law finn which provides for nnre rights and 
also previously represented liberties than fotmd in a 
the Marianas i n its politi- US-styled bill of rights; it 
cal status negotiations with inclu:les rights to free edu
t he United States, pretty cation, privacy, and a clean 
nruch t o 1 d the conventior a n d healthful environment. 
what to do and whatnot to It prohibits wiretapping, 
do. The finn also is provid- capital ptmishment, and dis
ing consultants o f the con - crimina tion on the basis o f 
vention and they participate sex.The constitution also 
in all conmittee and plenary establishes Managaha, locat
sessions, providing hoth ed a few hundred f e e t off 
solicited and tmsolicited the Saipan shoreline, to he 
advice and answers to the used only for cultural a n d 
delegates•vexing questions. recreational purposes. 

Hemmed in from the start The· convention is now into 
by these built-in limita- the second half of i t s 50-
tions and what nany dele- day session and the document 
gates and outside observers it has promulgated so f a r, 
regard as undue control by while it has been approved 
t h e Office o f Transi tfon in principle, s t i 1 1 can 
Studies and Planning of the undergo major surgeries be
convention's administration fore it finally is approved 
and ftmding, the convention before December 6 w h e n it 
has yet to really generate adjotn11s sine die. The pub
nruch enthusiasm outside of lie hearings, w h i c h were 
the Saipan Inter-Continental scheduled for Wednesday and 
Inn where it is being held. Thursday, provide t h e pub-

Within its w a 1 1 s, how- lie' s only opportunity for -
ever, the convention has not input. Already, tnere are 
been all that dull. B o t h indications s o m e serious 
plenary and conmi ttee-of~ the.. questions a n d objections 
w h o 1 e sessions have been have been raised. Below is a 
characterized b y heated ex- brief surmnary of some of the · 
changes and near fist fights rrajor issues. 
aJOOng the de).egates. A t one 1. Carolinian representa
point, . in fact, the Rota and tion. While the Covenant and 
Tinian delegations threaten- the proposed constitution's 
e d to walk out tmless their preamble recognize the prin
demands for strong 1 o c a 1 ciple of Carolinian repre-
governments were not met. sentation and participation· 

The start of t h e conven- in the government, the con
tion also was marked by stitution still provides no 
well-orchestrated charges Carolinian representation in 
that the Territorial Party, either house of the legisla-
which has the nn jori ty, was ture and makes n o allowance 
rranipulating the convention · for Carolinian participation 
to its political ends. Par- in the executive branch. 
ticularly objectionable to 2. Domination by Tinian 
the Popular Par~y delegates and Rota in the legislature. 
was selection of officers For their small populations, 
and assignments of conmit- these two islands are felt 
tees, which they claimed to be over-represented in 
were made without regard to the legislature, particular
delegates' competence and 
experience.· 

Constitutional conventions 
usually propel certain indi
viduals to prominence. This 
convention has yet to pro
duces u ch an individual. 
However, Ben Fitial, a Caro
linian and a member of t h e 
Territorial Party, is emerg
i~ in the opinion of l;RnY., 
as· o n e of the few w 1 t h 
statesman's qualities. Under 
his leadership, the Connnit
tee .on Finance and Lo ca 1 
Governments has been able to 
hanuner out compromises o n 
tmrny issues, which w e r e 
a:ceptabie to a 1 1 factions 
within the convention.His 
eloquence on the floor of 
the convention has impressed 
many and his sense of hUJll)r 
has brought t h e house down 
op several occasions. 

;£ The proposed constitution 
contains a nunber o f novel 

ly in the senate, where cri
tical powers such as advice 
and consent for appointments 
are exercised. 

3. Size of legislature. 
~e Marianas has a popula
tion of some 14, 500·. and will 
have 39 legislators if the 
proposed constitution is 
approved. This is considered 
to be unreasonably high for 
such a small population. 

4. Salaries o f Legisla
tors. $12,000 is proposed 
for salaries oft he legis
lators who will be full-time 
but woo l\Ould be free to en
gage in outside business o r 
employment. · 

This is again seen as too 
high, especially in view of 
the fact that the rvfarianas 
people w i 11 be paying it 
after the .U.S. ends its 
financial help in seven 
years. 

5. Executive Branch. There 
is fear that the insistence 
of Rota and Tinian for auto
nonnus 1 o ca 1 goveTI1ments 
will lead to separate execu
tive branches of the Comrron
weal th government in these 
tw:> islands. 

6. Land alienation. While 
the Covenant left it up to 
the convention to impose 
restrictions on land acqui
sition h y outsiders, the 
proposed constitution has 
provided for complicated and 
stringent requirements de
signed to keep out$iders 
from ptrrchasing lands in the 
Marianas. 

7. Right to bear anns. 1he 
proposed constitution pro
hibits infringement on an 
individual's right to bear 
anns. Many fear that such 
provision may lead t o ille
gal use of arms. 

8. Criminal prosecutions. 
The constitution makes it a 
right for the accused to 
have legal assistance in all 
cases. There is a concern 
that the government may be 
overburdened by this provi
sion. 

The draft constitution in
tentionally leaves out many 
things to be implemented by 
law later for fear that the 
U.S. Congress may not pass 
it if it becomes too det ai l 
ed and complex. 

And while the draft con
t a ins stx:h new personal 
rights as the right to clean 
environment, it 1s silent on 
the question of the right to 
obtain proper medical treat
ment especially for the in
digent. 

All these and other issues 
are likely to be resolved 
one way or the other: be~ 
cause the convention and 

MESSAGE 
OF 

APPRECIATION 

~ 
f'.l o s t ~·1arianas nolitical 
leaders are detemined to 
have a constitutional gov
ernJ11ent as soon as possihle. 

Pcrhnps, the mst contro
versial issue left to be re
solved is the question of . 
Carolinian representation in 
the new comrronwealth goveTI1-
f'.lent. TI1c Carolinians, w f'. o· 
wake up o v e r one-third of 
the population, feel t h a t 
they must be represented in 
the legislature ancl th n t 

they have an offi ce in t h e 
executive hranch to 1 o o k 
after their interests. 111ev 
·argue that sjnce hath Tini;n 
and Rota, whose combined 
population is still smaller 
than theirs, have been given 
equal say in the senate and 
fair representation int he 
h o u s e and allowed strong 
authority in their internal 
affairs. they (Carolinians) 
should be given the same re
cognition. 

What will b e done t o sa
tisfy the Carolinians re
mains to bes e en in these 
remaining days oft he con
vention. However, many dele
gates sympathize with the 
Carolinians and privately 
have expressed support f o r 
accornrrodating their con-

. ems. 
111:1.s . and other issues are 

likely to be resolved one 
way or t h e other, because 
the convention and nnst lo
cal leaders are determined 
to have a constitutional 
government as soon as possi
ble. Once the constitution 
is drafted and approved, 
joining the .1\merican politi-

. cal family for the Harianas 
will be o n 1 y a matter of 
formality and. time. 

ON BEHALF OF MY FATHER, BROTHERS AND 
SISTERS, I WOULD LIKE TO EXTEND MY HEART
FELT THANK YOU AND "SI YOUS MAASE" FOR 
THE CONFIDENCE AND SUPPORT YOU GAVE ME 
DURING THE NOVEMBER 7 NORTHERN MARIANA 
LEGISLATURE ELECTION. AS YOUR NEW PUBLIC 
SERVANT, I'LL TRY MY VERY BEST TO SERVE 
YOU AND OUR ISLAND THE BEST I CAN. 

Senator- Elect 
Vicente Santos Borja 

• 



Land: Possible 
uture Controv~rsy? 

M. Bentley 
Staff Writer 

Sad.pan -- One of the big
gest and JOC>st sensitive con
troversies of the Constitu
tional Convention (CCN-CON), 
~ext to the local goverrunent 
issue, was t h e subject of 
land alienation. The draft 
Constitutional Article (XII) 
assures the people of the 
Northern Marianas retention 
of ownership of their most 
precious asset, land. 

Landis considered to be 
of special importance in re
gards to both scarcity and 
in the preservation of their 
cultural heritage. Restrict
ing land ownership to people 
of Northern Marianas descent 
is felt necessary to pre
serve and protect the char
acter and strength of the 
Comnnnwealth. Article XII is 
intended to protect the peo
ple and their children from 
foreign exploitation and to 
pronnte economic advancement 
and self-sufficiency. 

Who exactly can buy land 
in the Northern Marianas and 
who w i 1 1 be cliscri~inated 
against? The answer can be
come quite complicated, de
pending upon how intricate a 
family's heritage may be. To 
buy land, once th.e constitu
tion goes into effect, one 
must be of Northern Marianas 
descent; which is defined as 
being a U.S. citizen or na
tional w h o is of at1. least 
25% Northern Marianas Cha
IIDrro or 2 5% Northern Maria -
nas Carolinian blood. 

A full-blooded Chant>rro or 
Carolinian is defined as 
being a person who was born 
in the Northern Marianas 
prior to 1950 or is ad es
cendant of people living 
here before that year, and 
who was a Trust Terri tort 
(11') citizen prior to termi
nation of the Trusteeship in 
regards to the CoJ11JOOnwealth. 
Trust Territory citizenship 
began effectively sometime 
after 1951, so tmder this 
article, if you have domi
ciled in the Northern Maria
na Islands for at least 25 
years and have been a 'IT ci
tizen, then you are consid
ered to be full-blooded Cha
nnrro or Carolinian, no mat
ter what your prior heritage 
may have been. 

The 25% b 1 o o d-line re
striction enables Cha.JOC>rro 
and Carolinian blood to ex
tend ever three generations 
which will cover the 25 
years this article is in
tenda:i to last. For example: 
If a 100% Carolinian woman 
marries a Ponapean (who ob• 
viously is 0% Northern Mari
anas Carolinian or Chamrro) 
their children will be SO% 

Carolinian. The wife and 
children may buy land. The 
father mar bur 1 and only 
through· h1s wife, and were 
·she to d i e he will inherit 
her land. If these 50% Caro
linian children marry an
other "foreigner'~ of 0% Car
olinian or Chamorro "blood 
their children w j · 11 stili 
have 25% Carolinian blood 
and be ·able to buy land. 

This article will not 
apply netroactively once the 
constitutional government 
takes over. I n other w,rds 
land will not be taken away 
from people :whq.- .already own 
land, but do ,uot rn e .et the 
_descent requiren~nts. . It 
c~ncerns only the acquisi
tion of lands, not the hold
ing of lands. 

Such a stance of "p u r e 
protectionism" seems t o re
sult from extreme concern 
?Verexploitat!on b y foreign 
investors, with particular 
fear of Japanese investors. 
Article XII of the constitu
tion is intended~as a safe
guard, to allow the people 
of the Northern Marianas 
time to become sophisticat
ed in land dealings, econo
mic management, and gov~ 
errunent self-sufficiency. 

Many feel the land aliena
tion issue rrost likely will 
be contested and eventually 
brought before the Supreme 
Court. What are its consti
tutional precedents, if any 
and will it h o 1 d up fu 
court? 

Race-specific legislation, 
such as this, will nm into 
obvious constitutional dif
ficulties, according to some 
legal authorities on Saipan. 
For _s1;1ch a discriminatory 
provision to be contained 
within the constitution· and 
upheld by the Supreme Court, 
compelling state interest 
and need for the preserva
tion of island lands must be 
proven, they say. These in
terests must overshadow the 
infringement upon other peo
ples' civil liberties, thus 
outweighing the obvious dis
crimination incurred. 

The Supreme Court is known 
to alnnst alwavs .invalidate 
cases that areib as -e d on 
classifications of race, ac
cording to some 'legal au
thorities. It must be shown 
that this case is not really 
based on race; rather it is 
based on residence, they say 
In order to be upheld the 
Supreme Court will have t o 
view Micronesia as a tmique 
setting with tmique needs, 
and regard state interest to 
be compelling. 

Severals i mi 1 a r land 
con't on page 18 
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Deadlock Broken 
Abby Brown 

Staff Writer 

Saipan ---The divergence 
of views which reportedly 
almost deadlocked the con
stitutional convention last 
week was resolved in a se
ries of weekerd meetings by a 
special connnittee appointed 
by President Larry Guerrero 
to find a compromise. At 
issue was local government, 
specifically the insistence 
of Rota and T·i n i an that 
their islands get their fair 
share of public services un
der connnonwealth government. 

The compromise involves 
three points, which were to 
be incorporated as "Section 
18: Pub 1 i c Services" of 
Article III, the Executive 
Branch. 

The first point allows the 
governor to delegate to the 
mayor responsibility for ex
e·cuting commonwealth 1 a w s 
and · administering public 
services on his island. The 
compromise was in using the 
word . "may" instead of 
"phall. " This enabled t h e 
preservation. of a unified 
central government w hi 1 e 
giving Rota and Tinian the 
local control and involve
ment they feel essential. 

The second point gives 

TO ALL MY 
REUATI VESJ 
FRIENDS>. 
SUPPORTERS 
AND THE 
TERRITORIAL PARTY. I I 

Rot a and Tinian resident 
assistant directors int .he . 
executive departments which 
provides u ch services on 
each island. The assistants 
are to be appointed by the 
department head with the· ad
vice and consent of the 
island's legislators. Thi~ 
point will cost · more money 
but Tinian and Rota consi
dered it essential to pre
vent their being neglected 
by the central government 
as they feel they were in 
the past. 

The third point of the 
compromise is a novel con
stitutional feature, accord
ing to one legal consultant, 
in that it gives Rota and 
Tinian constitutional basis 
for insisting on their share 
with the provision that 
"Public services autbo-rized 
by law shall be provided on 
a fair and equitable basis 
to all the citizens oft he 
commonwealth." 

The committee members who 
reached the compromise that 
asserted the deadlock were: 
Ramon Villagome~, Jesus 
Villagomez, Olympic Borja, 
Juan Tenorio for Saipan; 
Benjamin Manglona and Pedro 
Atalig for Rota, and Jose 
Cruz for Tinian. 

IN BEHALF OF MY FAMILY AND MYSELF, I 
WISH TO EXTEND MY MOST GRATEFUL APPRE
CIATION FOR YOUR VOTE OF CONFIDENCE AND 
FOR MAKING IT ALL POSSIBLE FOR ME TO 
SIT IN THE 5th NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS 
LEGISLATURE, 

I WILL CHERISH YOUR -THOUGHTFUL SUPPORT 
AND WISH TO BE A PR.ODUCTIVE PARTICIPANT 
IN OUR NEW GOVERNMENT AND IN OUR FU
TURE DEVELOPMENT, 

SI YUUS MAASE NI KONFIANSAN MlYO GIYA 
GUAHO PARA HU SETBE HAMYO TODOS, 

SENATOR-ELECT 

NORMAN TAKAI TENORIO. 
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Territorials Win One More Seat CITICORP 
Mafnas Replaces Manuel Muna 

Abby Brown 
Staff Writer 

SAIPAN----Tile Territorial 
Party eked out one nnre seat 
int he Northern Marianas 
Legislature last Friday when 
a Popular Party challenge 
failed to prevent the cotmt
ing of 35 of the 40 protest
ed ballots. The additional 
ballots gave Territorial 
Jesus P. M a f n a s 23 rrore 
votes for a total o f i, 046 
just enough to blDTlp Popular 
incwnbent Manuel D. M u n a 

·whose final total was 2,040, 
from the last place oft he 
Saipan's 16 seats. 

Election .-. Corronissioner 
Entl.11 D. Canham certified 
the election results for 
Saipan, Tin i an and ~he 
Northern Islands on Monday, 
November 16. 

Rota's election results 
rerrain in question pending 
the outcome of a dispute 
over 18 still tmcotmted ab
sentee ballots cast by Rota
nese living on Guam. 

At the rroment, Territori
als Benjamin ~fanglona (282 
votes) and Julian C a 1 v o 
(262) and ComnDnwealth '76 
(Popular) Vicente Ca 1 v o 

(261) hold RotA's three 
seats. But if the disputed 
ballots were cotmted, Terri
torial Marcelino r-bnglona 
(253) or Popul,ar Cristobal 
Inos (244) possibly could 
replace Vicente Calvo f o r 
the third seat. 

Ben Manglona 1 as t week 
filed an affidavit claiming 
that 23 ballots were cast hy 
persons who are permanent 
residents of Guaman d not 
eligible to vote on Rot a. 
Five of the ballots were 
voided last Friday because 

the accompanying affidavits 
did not have the required 
attestation. 

The Popular Party has col
lected new affidavits from 
the other 18 voters on Guam, 
again affirming their eligi
bility to vote. 

The matter needs further 
investigation, said r.anham. 
The answer hinges on domi
cile (pennanent legal resi
dence). Domicile is always a 
tough question, turning on 
intent, said Canham. Intent 
is hard to determine, he 
added, although there are 
some objective criteria 

COMPLETE 
TURKEY 
DINNER 

which we can apply. 
To make this detennination 

the AttoIT1ey General's of
fice, which is in charge of 
the investigation, will send 
a representative to Guam to 
interview the persons in
volved. 1-bpefully, a deci
sion can be made by Novemher 
22, sources said. 1'-feanwhile, 
the winners certified in 
Saipan's election are: 

Populars Hennan R. fiuer
r er o, Vicente S. Borja, 
Olympia T. Borja, Jesus S. 
Guerrero, T {erman Q. Guerrero 
Jesus V. DI:, Guerrero, Pedro 
R. Guerrero, Vicente N. San
tos, Juan DLG Cabrera, Fran-. 
cisco M. Diaz, and Joaquin 
P. Villanueva, and Territor
ials Oscar C. Rasa, Pedro P. 
Tenorio, Lorenzo I. Guer
rero, Nonna.n T. Tenorio, and 
Jesus V. ~Ja~~. 

Tinian's certified win
ners are Herrran M. ~fanglona 
and Jose R. Cruz, both Popu
lar Party meYRbers. 

Certified as the winner 
for the Northern Islands is 
Daniel Castro of the Popular 
Party. 

To Close 
Branch 

Citicorp is closing its 
operations ·at the end of 
this month, according to its 
Manager John Sablan. 

Sablan said his company is 
negotiating to sell its loan 
portfolios to one of the lo
cal banks and will be able 
to announce to their custo
mers which bank to go to for 
payment of their loans. 

Citicorp is a financial 
company owned by the First 
City Bank of New York . . 

Citicorp is the second 
lending institution to 
close job in the last two 
months. Chase Manhattan Bank 
closed its Saipan office 
last September after eight 
months of operations. 

Saipan is now served by 
three banks, Bank of America 
Bank of Hawaii and Califor
nia First Bank and the Ame
rican Savings and Loan As
sociation. 

Mal{e Yourself 
AtHome 

With Vs On 
'BhanJtscivinc 

$ 5 .9 5 per person 

Day 
INCLUDES 

SOUP OR SALAD 
TURKEY DINNER (OR HAM) 
PUMKIN PIE (CHILD'S PORTION - $4.50) 

TURKEY OR HAM 
AND ALL THE TRIMMINGS 

GLASS OF ROSE WINE 
COFFEE OR TEA 

and 
FRIENDLY SERVICE 

JlDJt811ft1ta 
Holel-Saipan 

.. HELPING YOU ENJOY 
LIFE A LITTLE MORE. 

-
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MLSC to Open 
Off ice in Kusaie 

Fentress -Stricken 
at · High Seas 

Saipan - Micronesian 
Legal Services Corpo
ration (MLSC) has 
announced p 1 ans to 
open a 1 aw office at 
Kusaie before the end 
of 1976. 

Donald Woodworth, of 
Spokane, Washington, 
hired as directing 
attorney for the 
o£fice, has arrived in 
the Trust Territory. 
Woodworth is a gradu
ate of the University 
of Washington School 
of Law in Seattle. 
Prior to employment as 
a staff attorney for 
the Spokane Legal Cen
ter, Woodworth was 
engaged in private 
practice in Seattle. 

Woodworth w i 11 be 
joined in Kusaie by 

Florian 
Appointed 
SS Head 

Saipan - Robert E. 
Florian, an adminis
trator in the U.S. So
cial Security Agency 
in Honolulu, recently 
was appointed Social 
Security administrator 
for the Northern 
Marianas by Resident 
Commissioner Erwin D. 
Canham, according to a 
release from that 
office. 

Florian who present
ly is assistant Paci
fic area manager for 
the U.S. Social Secu
rity Agency, is ex
pected to arrive on 
Saipan soon so that he 
can assume his new 
post beginning Dec. 
19, 1976, the release 
stated. 

In his present job, 
Florian is responsible 
for the administration 
of Social Security 
programs in rural Ha
waii, American Samoa 
and Guam, the release 
said. 

eneral Contracto 

box 545 Saipan M.I. 96950 

Ioanes Kanichy, w h o 
has worked as a coun
selor in MLSC~s Ponape 
Office since its in
ception in 1971. Del
son Ehmes, a Microne
sian 1 aw student at 
the University of 
Papua New Guinea, will 
join Woodworth and 
Kanichy during his 
academic semester 
break. 

"The opening of the 
Kusaie Office of MLSC 
is the response of 
MLSC's Board of Direc
tors to repeated re
quests by the people 
of Kusaie for increase 
access t o ~SC s e r• 
vices,: said Daniel E. 
Ma.cMeekin, acting 
deputy director of 
MLSC. 

Kusaie previousiy 
was served by MLSC 
attorneys and co u n
selors working in the 
ML SC Ponape Office, 
but service was limit
ed by field trip sche
dules and the demands 
of a heavy caseload at 

Notice 
Notice to the heirs 

of Concepcion Cepeda 
Cruz, deceased. 

The heirs of Copcep
cion Cepeda Cruz 4 re 
hereby giving notice 
that the said Concep
cion Cepeda Cruz has 
an inheritance from 
the late Juan M. Ada. 
Any heir of Concepcion 
Cepeda Cruz who claims 
to be entitled to the 
interest of her es
tate should advise the 
Administrator, Joseph 
c. Ad a on or before 
December 16, 1976. 

Joseph C. Ada 
Administrator 
Chalan Kanoa, Saipan 

~ 
.Johnscr.1 
OU,SCRFfD 

MOTCFfS 

2 to 135 
H.P. 

Now in stock 

!Factory Utt Price 
FrN Air Shipment 
• All Truat T1ttttorv 
D11. On• :V•r war,.ntY 

· ,,.. Br•k '" lntPNtlon 
Perts ii-S.vlce 
flnenolnt Available. 

SEE 't'OUR DEALER: 

MI.SC Ponape, according 
to MacMeekin. 

Office furniture, 
supplies, and 1 aw 
books already have 
been shipped to Kusaie 
and it is hoped that 
the office w i 11 be 
open to applicants for 
legal services by the 
time Kusaie becomes· a 
separate district Jan. 
1, 1977, Ma.cMeekiri 
said. 

ML SC Kusaie, like 
other ML SC offices, 
w i 11 provide at no 
charge, legal assis
tance in civil~ 
criminal) matters to 
persons cJD-d groups who 
coulq not otherwise 

.afford the services of 
a lawyer, Ma.~ekin 

Saipan - M/V Fentres' 
enroute from Japan to 
~alau, has developed a 
leak in one of its 
holds, acc9rding to 
a spokesman of the TT 
Department of Trans
portation and Communi
cation. 

William Schmidt said 
the vessel, which was 
striken Tuesday, "is 
in no danger of sink
ing and is expected to 
arrive in Palau ·satur
day morning." 

Schmidt, shipping 
1operations supervisor, 
said that there is a
bout six feet of water 
in the third hold and 
ship's crew has been 
able to keep the water 
at that level with 

2door 
---

3door 

pumps-aboud --the veae 
sel. 

Schmidt sa1d neither 
the government nor the 
Saipan Shipping Com
pany, which charters 
the vessel from t;·h ·• · 
Trust Territory, .- · 
what caused th~ ).ea&. 

Fentresa ia tlffJ!t: 
tedly carrying ~w 
pallets of cement for 
the Palau bridge, 2t6 
of which are in th• 
hold and, presumed da-

'maged by the water. 
Schmidt .said the go

vernment official.$ 
will bed~ in Palau 
with additional equt..,.. 
ment to pump out the 
water from the vessel 
and perfortil tempo 
repair on the i.e.k. 

·HONDA 

cuy1rc 
Civic Total Balance: 
Design and Performance 

Clean, Simple, Safe 
A lot can be said about this surprising little car 
but there is no better way than to see one for your
self. Visit your local Honda dealer today. Honda 
Civics and automobiles are distributed in Micronesia 
by UNITED MICRONESIA DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION Saipan 
Mariana Islands. Available at the following district 
Honda dealers: 

•Marianas Mlr>NAY MOTOR COMPANY Garapan, Saipan 

e'Palau BELAU TRANSFER ANO STORAGE CO. Koror, Palau, w. c. I. 

ePonape PACIFIC ISLAND DISTRIBUTING CO Ponape, E. c. I. 

•Yap YAP COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION Colonia; Yap,W.C.I. 

eTruk ISLAND DEVELOPMENT CO. Moen Truk. E.t.r. 
•Maiuro ROBERT REIMERS ENTERPRISES Majuro, Marshals JOETEN MOTOR CO. • OLEAI VILLAGE _ . ....I'. ._. _______________________________ __. 
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US. Forest Service 

lb Expand To TT 

Honolulu -- The U.S. 
Forest Service has an
nounced a major expan
sion in its program's 
forth e Trust Terri~ 
tory and other Pacific 
American territories. 

Dr. Robert Z. Calla
ham, Director oft he 
Pacific Southwest 
Forest and Range Expe
riment Station in Ca
lifornia, announced 
.here this week t h a t 
the proposed expansion 
of forest service pro
grams will be carried 
out by the Institute 
of Pacific Islands 
Forestry in Honolulu 
under the direction of 
Robert E. Nelson, who 
has been in charge of 
research at the insti
tute since 1959. 

Ate am from the 
institute will be sent 
to analyze the pro
blems and potentials 
of forestry int he 
Trust Territory, Guam 
and American Samoa, 
Callaham said. 

He said that when 
these studies are com-

pleted, they will pro
vide the base for de
velopment of long
r an g e research and 
management programs in 
the territories. 

Another major goal 
for the team, accord
ing to Callaham, will 
be to conduct experi
ments with different 
forest tree species _ 
and to make recommen
dations about the 
suitability of ea Ch 
for reforestation, wa
tershed protection, or 
timber production, on 
various sites within 
the Pacific Basin. 

"Now that we h a v e 
strengthened and for
malized our ties in 
the Pacific Basin," 
Callaham said, "we 
will work even more 
closely with the De
partment of Agricul
ture of American . 
Samoa, the Division of 
Forestry of Guam, the 
University of Guam, 
and the Forestry Divi
sion of the Trust Ter
ritory of the Pacific 
Islands." 

U.S. GRADE A FRYERS 

_REAL . FRESH 
MILK 

69C 

BANKm 
OF AMERICA 

Serving 
Saipan 
Over 
2S Years 

Get them 
printed at 

~nis 
art 
!a:Udlo 

Sctn JM e. Village 
TeL 6341 

BEEF 
LIVER 

Sakm 
refreshes naturally 

49C 
lb 

32 OZ. CAN GROUND BEEF 

'U, S, MEDI UM FRESH EGGS, .•. , , , •. , ·•· •. , .•. , .D.OZ, ,$1.09 
1GLOBE CORNED BEEF 12 oz I CAN I I I I I I I .• . 11 I I I - ' .99 
11ce CREAM .ASSORTED FLAVORS 1/2 GAL.. ,, ·•· ,• ,$1.59 
;SALAD OIL., HOME GARDEN., 48 oz. - __ JAR, , , , d · • 1.89 
LENDSEY SELECT PITTED OL I VES--3.03 CAN, , .• .69 
·nEL MONTE WHOLE SWEET PI CKLEs-22 Oz ••. , , ,· 1.29 
OCEAN9PRAY CRANNBERRY SAUCE16.bZ.CAN I I I I I .59 
!LIBBY s PUMPKIN- ___ - .16 .oz.CAN.,. , , .... • .• , , .47 
;pR I NCELLA YAMS 16 oz.CAN, , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , .57 

NEW STORE -HOURS; _ 
MONDAY THRU SATURDA¥•S.am to 9 pm. 
SUNDAYS- 8 am.TO 7 pm. 

4.s ct ,f 
lb. '. 

BONELESS 

BEEF. 
STEW 

lb. 

6.89 CASE 

·sAPPORO ICHIBAN 
Jppanese · 
Noodles 

':~i\\i'I 
20Ct~. 

package 
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EDi tor's Note: The Variety offered an opport~i ty to several k d 1 ~ 
i~c~uding: Dr. Francisco Palacios, Oscar Rasa, Ben Man lona ofe!ote egates to comment ~n.the progress of the CON~ON, 
Fitial. At press time only the following were submitte~: a, Ben Manglona of Tinian, Carlos Camacho, and Ben .... 

Territorials Made . Too Many Promises'' 
Delegate Carlos Ca~acho The Covenant was then the delegates far beyond their 
Chairman, Popular Party subject o f careful reviews means to deliver. 

The membe.rs o f the North- by t h e United States Con- This is obvious in that 

e r n 
M • g r e s s and once again i t they were able at every le-
qarianas Popular Party withstood a well-organized vel to elect Territorials 

were instrumental through- opposition. The Administra- and with no regard to capa-
out the last two decades in 
h 

t i o n further reviewed the b i 1 i t y and abilit1· es of 
t eir pursuit for a close 

1
. . 

1 1 
document a n d subsequently delegates from the minority 

po 1t1ca re ationship with 
h 

President Gerald R. Ford g r o u p. They even amended 
t e United States of Ameri- signed the Covenant on March many provisions of the rules 
ca. 24 

T h 
, 1976. o f procedures to 

e concept of a close The current Northern Mari·- the1·r obJ'ecti:·ve 
union with the United States • 
involved first with the r e- anas Constitutional Coven- As the convention pro-
integration with our ti on is another important gr es s e d it became 

brothers and sisters in step toward completing and increasingly clear that the 
Guam. This appeared at the achieving the dream and as- Saipan majority Territorial 
time to be the most feasible piration so 1 on g desired Party delegates will not be 
and realistic in view of our by our Pe op 1 e in the able to acconnnodate or com
proximity and that of our fulfillment of their politi- ply with their previously
cultural and other similari- cal destiny. made connnitment to the 
ties. Until now, there remains satisfaction of Rota and 

Through public referenda opposition to the Covenant Tinian delegations. 
and adoption of other offi- and the ~ommonwealth status. We can see and feel the 
cial legislative petitions The opposition, however, disappointment, irritations, 
and resolutions, the Popular have not been able to come if not the frustrations, and 
Party membership was sue- up with an equivalent or breach of faith. 
cessful in 1 et ting the better political alternative Fortuanately, Rot a and 
United States, the United except to confuse the issue, Tinian delegations are men 
Nations and the entire world create suspicion and finally of honor, flexible, hard-
know of our intention, our maintain the status quo. working and persistent. 
hope and desires for a close The Popular Party which The interesting aspect of 
political affiliation with represents the majority of the convention now is that 
the United States. the connnon people continues there continue toe xis t 

Locally, we knew that the to pursue vigorously this power plays, the arrogance 
majority of our people were objective, and with in- among the majority Saipan 
sympathetic and cognizant of creasing popular support and delegates and an attempt to 
this dream and desire. There approvaJ. from the popula-

turn the convention int• a 
political a r e n a fo·r the 
advancement oft heir own 
selfish personal ambition. 

Hopefully, the majority 
Territorial delegates will 
wake up and face the fact 
that now they are represen
tatives of all the people 
and not just for a few se
lected persons. 

It should be noted that 
the final result of this 
constitutional convention 
wills ti 11 have to be 
approved by three-fourths of 
all the delegates and there
after the people. 

It will be,m o st unfor-
tunate, sad, and aw as t e 
of time, money and energy if 
the constitution is not 
approved due to the short
sightedness and selfishness 
of some of the delegates. 

Let us hope and pray that 
the minds and hearts of all 
the delegates be enlightened 
with heavenly guidance and 
non-partisan, non-personal 
interests so that a dece~t, 
equitable and practical con
stitution will emerge for 
benefit of all our people i n 
the many years to come. 

were others 1both locally and tion. 
in Guam who were n O t fully The progress of the cur
knowledgable of Lhe concept rent Constitutional Conven
e f reintegration. As a re- tion and subsequent accom
sult, an identical plebis- plishment is consistent with 
cite on the reintegration the aspirations, desire, 
issue held in 1969 0 n Guam hope and dream of the majo
was defeated. rity of the people of the 

" DISCRIMINATION MUST END" 

The final out c O m e of Northern Mariana Islands. 
months of research, consul- The delegatES of the Popu
tation, studies by 1 0 ca 1 lar Party, who constitute 
leaders resulted in a pro- the minority, have tried to 
posal for Commonwealth Go- maintain so far an equili
vernment for the Northern brium and are attempting t 0 

Marianas. The Popular Party safeguard the interest, de
membership felt this to be sire and hope of the majori
ideal, practical and feasi- ty of the people. 
able. The Constitutional Conven-

Furthermore, that it was tion is far from completion, 
felt that the commonwealtn but we are satisfied and 
proposal would fully accom- happy with the progress so 
modate our people's desire far made. 
for a closer ties with the We cannot, however, say 
United States and still pro- that we are happy about the 
vi de for some degree of officials of the Con-Con and 
option in the event changes the way the majority mani
in the future were to be de- pulate the convention to en
sired. It was then that the sure dominance. 
concept of a Connnonwealth It is obvious from the be
st at us was born and ginning that there is an at
vigorously · pursued. t em Pt by the majority to 

The initial important step utilize the convention to
w as the creation oft he ward advancing individual 
Marianas Political Status and Territorial Party dele
Connnission to negotiate the gates political aspirations 
political aspirations of our and further to protect spe
people. The Status Agree- cific minority interests and 
ment, a product of years v f not that of the majority of 
neg?tiations, subsequently the people of the Northern 
was approved ovez:whelmingly Marianas. 
in a district.wide plebis- .From the outset it was ob
cite held in 1975 throughout vi?us. that delegates of the 
the Northern Mariana Islands maJority Party in the con
but not without strong oppo- vention (From Saipan) made 
sition. offers to Tinian and Rota 

Ben Fitial 
Delegate 

A 11 of the delegates to 
this Convention cant a k e 
pride in our decision of 
the last few days. The geo
graphical minority of our 
people, through their dele
gates, have expressed their 
concerns thoughtfully and 
persuasively. 

The Convention responded 
by approving the recommen
dation oft he President's 
Special Committee. Saipan 
joined with the outer Is
lands in guaranteeing Rota 
and Tinian substantial pro
tections under then e w 
Commonwealth government. T 0 

make that guarantee, the 
Sa i pan delegation made 
significant concessions 
to our colleagues from. other 
islands. 

I was pleased to support 
the Special Committee's com
promise, because as a member 
of a minority mys e 1 f I 
understand the concerns of 
those who fear the excesses 
of a majority. 

It is for my minority--the 
4,000 Carolinians in the 
Northern Mariana Islands-
that I speak today, For too 
long, we have been victimiz
ed b ·y discrimination--i n 
jobs, in education, in 
access to positions of 
govenimental power. 

J u s t as there can be no 
p 1 ace for regional pre
judices in then e w Conooon
wealth, the brutality of 
ethnic discrimination must 
cease. By degrading our 
Carolinian community, t ·h e 
majority has debased itself. 

The majority has also de
prived the Northern Marianas 
of the talents of 4,000 of 
its most productive and 
creative people.Then e w 
Commonwealth will be unable 
to afford this unthinking 
waste. 

I therefore call upon ley' 

fellow delegates to e~end 
the protection of the Con
stitution tot heir Caro
linian neighbors. Int he 
ne~ future, I will offer 
several amendments tot he 
constitutional provisions 
that we have tentatively 
adopted in principle. 

These amendments will be 
designed to assure Caro
linians of dignity, equal 
opportunity, and cultural 
integrity as wet a k e our 
p 1 ace in the new Common
w e a 1 t h o f the Northern 
Mariana Islands. 

I urge today, as I shall 
urge on the remaining days 
of the Convention, w e purge 
ourselves oft h ~ ethnic 
discrimination that has 
tainted our political, so
cial, and economic affairs. 
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CON-CON 

The Northern Marianas Constitutional Convention has pro
duced and approved in principle a document which, if rati
fied by the people and approved by the U.S. Congress, a 
likely prospect, will govern these islands for years if not 
generations before it is changed in any substantial way. 

Although one might have expected a more original document 
befitting the special circumstances of small island socie
ties, this is impossible as the delegates found out when 
they sat down to draft the constitution. They are mandated 
to work within "guidelines" set out in the Covenant and as 
noted elsewhere in this special issue on the convention, 
the tentative constitution falls within the American con
stitutional framework. 

The constitution, still in its draft form, is being pre
sented this week for public scrutiny and will undoubtedly 
undergo many changes before it is finally approved by the 
convention. But already there are two discernible features 
of the tentativ·~ constitution which, regretfully, may never 
be changed because of local politics and habits. 

The first feature is the size of the governmental struc
ture being proposed in the constitution. The constitution 
proposes a rather huge governmental structure, complete 
with a two-house legislative body, and executive branch 
envisioned to be composed of up to 15 separate departmental 
functions in addition to a local government system in Tini
an and Rota with similar if not identical functions and a 
possibly multi-divisional judicial system. The proposed 
structure rivals those in much bigger states or nations. 
Not only will it be unwieldy but much more expensive than 
what is being imagined by its framers. 

The second featu~e is also related to the size of the 
government structure. This is the notion of politics as a 
profession, a career. One cannot avoid the feeling t bat 
many of the elective and appointive offices which will be 
created under the new constitution are meant to provide a 
way of life for many of our local leaders. For such a small 
place to have too many p e op 1 e involved in politicking 
rather than in economically productive endeavors will be 
detrimental, in the 1 on g run, to the well-being of the 
commonwealth. 

As pointed out earlier, the constitutional framers cannot 
be faulted, for these are habits which have become ingraine:l. 
in the minds of Micronesians. One has only to look around 
to find an over-bureaucratic Trust Territory government and 
the many levels of elected and appointed officials through
out the Trust Territory. However, one wishes that the Mari
anas could come up with a more manageable and effective 
governmental system. 

Also pointed out in this special issue are other major 
issues which the convention must come to grips with before 
approving the constitution. These issues include, among 
others, the salary levels of elected and appointed offi
cials, land alienation, and personal rights. There will be 
pro and con arguments on whether to change them from the 
way they have been promulgated and the convention in the 
end must decide. We can only hope that its decisions on 
some of these issues will be based less on political expe
diency and more on the well-being of the commonwealth, 
especially in the long run. · 

The draft constitution already has some good provisions 
and for them the delegates deserve to be commended. But the 
Marianas founding fathers must work hard to make a more 
perfect constitution in the remaining days of the conven
tion. To do this, however, demands far more public dialogue 
and input into the draft constitution. The two days which 
the public has been given to look over the draft constitu
tion is obviously too short a time for meaningful public 
involvement in this important and historic task. 

The people should truly be involved or otherwise this 
appearance of public participation will come to haunt the 
founding fathers some day. Democracy requires that the peo
ple be given more than two days to look at this thing that 
will govern their lives for generations. 

Every once in aw hi 1 e, we see university students and 
professors poking around the islands. These people are not 
tourists. They are not businessmen. They are not missiona
ries. What are they? According to my ·friend Joel, they are 
thieves. He described them as "refined robber s" ·whose 
academic credentials mask the thievery they perpetrat~ on 
the people and islands of Micronesia. 

"Joel, what have you got against these people?", I asked 
my angry friend. 

"I am against burglary and therefore I am against these 
people", he replied. 

"But who are these people? Can you describe them more 
fully?", I asked. 

"Well, according to their papers, most of them are stu
dents of one thing or another. Some claim to be doctors of 
this and that. But, apparently they don't know a lot and 
that is why they come out here. Of course, they don't admit 
that; they always say that they are "doing research" on 
something they claim to be the missing link between this 
knowledge and that knowledge", Joel said. 

"Why do you say they are thieves?", I asked. 
"Mr. BB, sometimES you exasperate me with your s t u p i d 

questions. Look, a thief is someone who takes somebody 
else's property without compensating the person for his 
loss. These so-called "researchers" come to the islands and 
take knowledge from the people, but they don't pay the na
tives for what they receive. Therefore, the researchers who 
come to Micronesia can legitimately be called thieves just 
as we would call a person who robs a bank a thief", Joe 1 
explained. 

"But the researchers' works are important. They contri
bute a great deal to our knowledge about the human race", 
I told Joel. 

"I didn't say that their work i s unimportant. All I ask 
is that the researchers, anthropologists, biologists, etc., 
pay the natives for what they receive from them" he said. 

fl ld II J How wou that work? , I asked. 
"Well, let's ,say Professor Snootnose would like to study 

my ancestry. He comes to my house (uninvited of course) and 
says to me: "Joel, I have a taperecorder here and I would 
like you to tell me everything you know about your great, 
great, great grandfather Timang." I will tell him this: 
"Professor Snootnose, I will gladly tell you what you want 
to know provided you will gladly give me $100.00 in ad
vance". 

"But most of these researchers are 
to talk to a lot of people, and at 
Snootnose and his fellow noses will 
hous~', I protested. 

poor folks. They need 
your price, Professor 
soon be in the poor 

''That's their problem, not mine", Joel said. 
"I am sure many people would like to contribute tot he 

growth of human knowledge. And I'm sure they will cooperate 
with the university noses when they visit their places", 
I told Joel. 

"I already have a plan to protect the innocent blabbers 
from the learned noses", Joel disclosed. 

"What is your plan?", I asked with considerable interest. 
"I have drawn up a bill levying a $500 tax on researchers 

and their kinds. The bill w i 1 1 be introduced in all the 
legislatures in the Trust Territory. At the moment, I ex
pect the Northern Marianas to receive about $5,000 a year 
if the local legislature passes my bill", he explained. 

"I don't know what to say. But I think something is wrong 
somewhere", I told my friend. 

"Yes, something is definitely wrong. Something is wrong 
when some university awards a doctorate degree to Snootnose 
for something he took from me. Why don't they simply award 
me that degree and eliminate middleman Snootnose?", Joe 1 
asked the tangantangan trees in his backyard. 
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Dear Editor: 

I hope you can publish the following letter 
to the Marianas Constitutional Convention: 

Dear Mr. President: 

which I sent 

As a citizen of the Northern Marianas, I am most pleased 
that the Constitutional Convention, under your able leader
ship, appears to have overcome many if not al~ the problems 
with which it was initially confronted and is now headed 
t O w a rd s successful completion of its historic task of 
drafting a constitution for our islands. 

The Convention should especial~y be co~ended for recog
nizing and appreciating conce:rns . 0.f. our:;. ~ellow citizens i n 
Rota and Tinian. By providing· for their equal represer,ta
tion in the commonwealth legislature and permitting them 
adequate executive control over their internal a:fairs the 
convention has, I am confident, insured harmonious rela
tionships among our people, but importantly has g~aranteed 
that never again will our fellow brethren and sistel7S in 
these tw<? islands be subject to neglect by the government 
in the future. 

It is in this spirit of accommodation and recognition of 
special concerns and interests by the constitutional con
vention that I am writing to you and the honorable members 
of the convention to consider the unique .situation o! the 
Carolinian community. If I am not mistaken, there is no 
provision in the constitution, as tentati:e~y approve~, 
that insures fair representation of the Carolinian communi
ty in the legislature conrrnensurate with its numerical . pro
portion to the entire population; neither is there any pro
vision that guarantees that the Carolinian share adequately 
in the executive power of the government. 

While the proposed constitution prohibits, in the lan
guage itself and by implication, discrimination a~ain~t.any 
person on account of race, color and ancestry, discrimina
tion against the Carolinian minority can continue, as toda~ 

A PERSONAL VIEW: 
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to exist because there is no office in the executive branch 
that is charged with the function and responsibility of in
suring that the Carolinian minority is accorded similar if 
not equal privileges and opportunities provided to the ma
jority population by the government. 

It may be argued that the Carolinian minority can find 
legal avenues in the U. S. Constitution, federal statutes 
and in the Bill of Rights in the proposed constitution with 
which to promote and protect its interests. This may be 
true in theory but in many instances the law is overlooked 
and in some cases is deliberately not enforced when it is 
not politically expedient or against the interest of those 
who are charged with enforcing it. 

It may be of interest to you to know that the US District 
in Alabama re'cently abolished the municipal government in 
Mobile, Alabama because it did not provide for adequate 
representation of the black minority in that connnunity. The 
court further ordered the Mobile community to come up with 
a governmental system which gives the blacks equitable say 
in the goverrunent. 

This is the first opportunity that we have in fashioning 
our system of govern~ent that can be fair and representa
tive of our unique circumstances. If we recognized and 
acconrrnodated some of these unique characteristics but 
ignored others in this basic document now, we would leave 
open the future to possible interference by the federal 
government to set things right, a prospect that Ith ink 
none among us would like to see. 

I am, therefore, respectfully requesting that the consti
tutional convention consider the special situation of the 
Carolinian community and insure that they are represent~d 
fairly in the legislature and that they have an office ·in 
the executive branch that promotes and protects their in~ 
terests and insures that they are given a chance to equal , 
opportunities in jobs and other programs provided by the 
government and the private sector. 

Sincerely, 

Felicidad T. Ogumoro 

Commonwealth: A Sham ·ot 
Squabbling Units? 

M. Bentley 
Staff Writer 

Saipan - What precisely is 
this Commonwealth that the 
Northern ¥arianas ~o~- Ccn 
is creating through the 
covenant and the constitu
tion? 

Is it a federation of is
lands working together for 
the common welfare of all, 
or is it merely an institu
tion des-i'gned · to sort out 
the ne,~·a,s. and demands of 
these island municipalities? 
Is it to be weak or is it to 
be strong? Is it simply a 
camouflage for the old style 
of governm0nt~ ash a M of 
squabbling municipalities, 
each out for their own good? 

O r will this Commonweal th 
be a government that works 
for all the people of the 
Northern Marianas as a 

whole? 
Hopefully, the Con-Con 

will create institutions 
such as the latter. 

It 1 s or)vious to even the 
most casual of observers, 
that to a great extent Rota 
and Tinian h~ve so.far ~een 

able to ac~ieve special re
cognition of their o w n cle
mands. '.='hese demands reflect 
hack to Trust rrerri tory days 
·,rr.eD there was i n existence 
a different government, in 
which perhaps some inequi
ties a n d injustices oc
curred. 

This will a. 1 1 be chirnp;ed 
with ·the new CornT'1onwea1th. 
The three currently-char
tered island municipal.i ties 
will have equal representa
t i ·o n 'in t11e Upper House. 
According to their current 
plans 1 popularly elected 
representatives w i 1 1 have 
access ·to. the government 
with. strong · . representation 
in hot h the F.xecutive and 
Legislative branches. Wor
ries over differenc~s ~hould 
not ~ake precedence over fu
ture unity. 

The Commonwealth needs a 
strong central government 
that will enlarge in<lividual 
responsibilities, increase 
effectiveness, decrease the 
expense o-f duplicating po
wers, increase expertise, 
and 1 e s s e n bureaucratic 

red tape. Rather than com
plain of the cost of rig h 
salaries to be paid to 
legislators, why not simply 
decrease then um b ·er of 
legislators and increase 
their individual responsi
bilities and authorities. 

A full-time legislator at 
a good sala~ will not have 
to diversify his interests 
by taking on other jobs.He 
will be more directly res
ponsible to his constituents 
and the iines of authority 
to the Legislatur'e will thus 
be strengthened . . His · efforts 
w i 1 1 not be consistently 
duplicated by other public 
officials. Obviously, the 
smaller the bureaucratic 
machinery, the easier it be
comes to check and balance 
power and create a more 

effective and responsible. 
government. Haven't we had 
enough of large government 
bureaucracy? 

It is time to start think
ing about being a Common
wealth; not a federation of 
disparate island municipa
lities. Thinking must be 
forward-looking, not enmesh
ed in past inequities. And 
most of all, our Con-Con 
delegates must be trusting 
and subscribe faith and con
fidence int he institution 
they are creating. Perhaps 
they should reflect back on 
the ideals and strengths o f 
the constitutional fore
fathers of the nation to 
which they are joining. 

Ms. Bentley is a 

Variety Staff Writ~r 

Mvu:.muu Va.JUUJJ w ei.c.omu le:tteM .to :t h e 
Ecu:tOJr.. on any :to pie. o o pt.b lie. int.eJtU.to L~ 
:te;u, mu-~:t be. -6igne.d ,ln 6u..U name and a.dd/te,6.6 
Ob the. W fU.teJr..o 
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SUMMARY OF DR FT 
On the following pages, the Marianas Variety presents a 

summary of the 50-page draft constitution which in princi
ple passed First Reading at the Northern Marianas Consti
tutional Convention. Before the draft constitution finally 
is adopted, it must undergo several more steps, including: 
(1) public review, through hearings going on this week; (2) 
approval, article by article, on Second and Final Reading 
by the convention; (3) referral to the Counnittee on Organi
zation and Procedures for incorporation into a final draft 
form; and finally (4) adoption of the complete document by 
affirmative vote of at least three quarters of the dele
gates. Undoubtedly, the present draft, sunnnarized below, 
will not get through all these steps unchanged. 

We, the people of the Northern Mariana Islands, ordain 
and establish this Constitution for our Counnonwealth and 
reaffirm our respect for the Constitution of the United 
States of America. We declare our goal of establishing a 
govenunent in political union with the United States that 
preserves our personal liberty and social equality, our 
Chamorro and Carolinian heritage, our land and its resour
ces, and our culture, history and traditions. 

ARTICLE I: Personal Rights. The Bill of Rights 

1. Prohibits bills of attainder, ex post facto laws, or 
laws impairing the obligation of contracts. 

2. Guarantees freedom of religion, speech, press and 
assembly. 

3. Prohibits unreasonable search and seizure. Regulates 
the use of warrants, including the requirement of a warrant 
for wiretapping or other surveillance. 

4. States the rights of the accused in all criminal pro
secutions, including the rights to counsel, to confront 
opposing witnesses to compel testimony from favorable wit
nes~es, and to have a speedy and public tr i a 1. Provides 
protection for juveniles in criminal proceedings. Prohibits 
self-incrimination, do u b 1 e jeopardy, excessive bail or 
fines, cruel and unusual punishment and capital punishment, 

5. Guarantees due process of law. 
6. Guarantees equal protection of the laws and prohibits 

discrimination on account of race, color, religion, ances
try or sex. 

7, Guarantees the right to keep and bear arms. 
8. Prohibits involuntary quartering of soldiers in peace

time and allows it in time of war only by law. 
9. Allows legislature to provide for trial by jury for 

serious criminal and civil cases. 
10. Guarantees free public education. 
11. Guarantees the right to a clean and healthful envi

ronment. 
12. Guarantees the right to privacy except upon a showing 

of compelling government interest. 

ARTICLE II: Legislative Branch 

Legislative power will be vested in a bicameral legisla
ture: a Senate with 3 members each from Saipan, Tinian and 
Rota, and a House of Representatives with 30 members, 25 
from Saipan and the Northern Islands, three from Rota and 
two from Tinian. The house membership, based on a one-per
son-one-vote doctrine, must be reapportioned every 10 year& 

Among other qualifications, a senator must be a U.S. cit~ 
zen or national, at least 25 years old and a connnonwealth 
resident for at least 5 years before the election. Represen
tatives need only be 21 years old and reside in the common
wealth for 3 years before the election. 

Appropriations bills may only be introduced in the house. 
To be enacted, a bill must receive a majority of the votes 
cast in each house. 

Bi 1 1 s enacted by the legislature may be vetoed by the 
governor. Appropriations bills may be item-vetoed. From the 
day he receives them, the governor has 20 days to veto 
appropriations bills and 40 days to veto all other bills, 
The legislature can override a veto by a two-thirds vote of 
the members of each house. 

The legislature or a majority of the members from any 
municipality may enact local ordinances for that municipal~ 
ty. 

The legislature has the power of impeachment and can im
peach the governor and other executive and judicial offici
als charged with impeachable offenses. 

Each legislator will receive an annual salary of $12,000, 
The legislators' salaries may be incfeased no more than 
every 4 years. An advisory commission, to be created by la~ 
will study and recounnend salary levels for legislators and 
other counnonwealth officials. 

Legislators are prohibited from holding any position on 
bo~Eds or agencies created by the legislature, Legislators 
have immunity from being questioned for statements made in 
the ·legislature. They are also immune from arrest while go
ing to or from official meetings. 

The legislature will be a full-time body, Vacancies in tl"e 
legislature are to be filled by special election or, if letB 
than half the term remains, by gubernatorial appointment. 

ARTICLE III: Executive Branch 

The executive branch w i 1 1 be headed by a governor and 
lieutenant governor to be ~lecte<l jointly, at larg~ for no 
more than three four-year terms The governor and lieutenant 
governor must be U.S. citizens or nationals at 1 east 30 
years old, and commonwealth residents for at least 7 years 
right before the election. The annual salaries of $25,000 
for governor and $22,000 for lieutenant governor may not be 
increased or decreased during their terms. If the office of 
governor is vacant, the lieutenant governor w i 1 1 become 
governor; if both top spots are vacant, the senate presidert 
will become acting governor until elections are held. 

The governor will submit to the legislature a proposed 
budget. The governor's budget report will explain his dis
pos~tion of budgetary requests from each mayor. The governa 
may not reprogram funds appropriated by the legislature. Tl"e 

governor shall make an annual report with recommendations 1c' 
the legislature on commonwealth affairs. The governor h a · s 
the power of pardon, except for impeachments, and the power 
to declare a state of emergency in certain cases. 

The governors ha 1 1 appoint an attorney general and a 
public auditor with the advice and consent of the senate. 
The public auditor may be removed only for cause and with 
the concurrence of 2/3 of the legislators. 

A department of education will be headed by a superinten
dent of education who will be appointed by a board of edu
cation appointed by the governor. 

The governor, subject to the advic.e and consent of t h e 
senate, will appoint his department heads and he may remove 
them. 

Executive offices and funct~.ons will be allocated· by law 
amoRg not more than 15 principal departments. The legisla
ture--or the governor by executive order which later must 
be approved by the legislature · -- may make changes in the 
-structure and function of departments and agencies, 

A civil service commission shall be established by the 
legislature to oversee a merit system for personnel of the 
executive and judicial branches. 

The governor may delegate to each mayor certain responsi
bilities for executing the laws and administering public 
services. Public services on Rota and Tinian will be super
vised by a resident assistant director in the departments 
providing such services. The assistant will be appointed by 
the department head with the advice and consent of Rota's 
or Tinian's legislators, Public services are to be provided 
on a fair and equitable basis to all citizens of the com
monwealth. 

ARTICLE IV: The Judicial Branch 

Judicial power shall be vested in a judiciary which for 
the first five years will have a trial court. The tr i a 1 
court will have jurisdiction in land and other civil cases 
involving values up to $5,000, and in criminal matters for 
which the fine would not exceed $5,000 or 5 years . in jail, 
Rota and Tinian each will have one full-time trial court 
judge, Land matters will be handled •by a specialized deci
sion of the court for at least five years: ~fter that the 
legislature may give th~ trial court additional civil and 
criminal jurisdiction. 

Atter tive years, the legislature may set up an appeals 
court to hear appeals from the trial court. 

The U.S. District Court for the Marianas shall have trial 
and appellate jurisdiction in all civil and criminal cases 
not vested in the commonwealth courts. 

The governor shall appoint judges to 6-year terms. Judges 
must be at least 30 years old and U.S. citizens or nation
als, The legislature shall set judges' salaries, which may 
not be decreased during their terms. Judges are subject to 
impeachment. Judges may not hold other government position~ 
practice law, financially support or hold office in politi
cal parties, participate in political campaigns or run for 
'elective office. 

The judi~iary may make rule~ subject to later approval of 
the legisiature, governing administrative matters of the 
judiciary, 

ARTICLE V: Washington Representative 

Commonwealth interests will be represented in the U.S. by 
representative elected to a two~year term (renewable to 
four years by popular initiative). The representative must 
be a U.S. citizen, at least 30 ye a rs old, and a common
wealth resident for 7 years before his election. The legis
lature shall set the representative's salary and expense 
allowance. 

The representative shall submtt an annual report summari
zing his official activities on behalf of the commonwealth. 

A vacancy in the position shall be filled by gubernato
rial appointment (with senate advice and consent) or, if 
more than half the term remains, by special election. 

ARTICLE VI: Local Government 

Local govenunent is established, with a mayor elected by 
and for each island or group of islands. 

Among other qualifications, the mayor must be a U.S. 
citizen, at least 25 years old, and a three years' resident 
of the counnonwealth, His term is 4 years, His salary will 
be set by law but may not be reduced during his term.The 
mayor will be paid from commonwealth revenues; hts assis
tants will be paid from local t xes designated by law and 
specifically authorized by the legislature or a majority of 
the representatives and senators of his island. 

The mayor wil~ serve on a governor's advisory council of 
mayors to advise on local matters; review and submit recom
mendations to the governor about the adequacy of governmen
tal services and appropriations; investigate complaints on 
local matte~ and submtt findings and recommendations to the 
governor and other agencies; propose items for inclusion in 
the annual budget, review and recommend amendments tot he 
budget before the governor sub~its it tot he legislature 
(budget proposals made by the mayor may only be rejected 

for good cause); regulate local Jll<itters in accordance with 
law; expend revenues raised by local taxes destgnated by 
law for such purposes; and appoint and supervise employees 
provided, bj law to assist him. 

The present chartered municipality form of local govern
ment will cease, but local ta~es and local ordinances will 
remain in effect until otherwise provided by the legiala
ture, No additional agency of 1 o ca 1 government is to be 
established for at least 5 years, after which the legisla~ 
ture may establish new or revised local government agencie~ 
But no more than one agency of 1 o cal gpvernment is per~ 
mitted for each island or island group. And any new agency 
of local government must have the approval of two thirds of 
the qualified voters of the island concerned. 

ARTICLE VII: Eligibility to Vote 

Among other requirements, a voter must be at least lfyears 
old, domiciled in the Commonwealth, a commonwealth resident 
as provided by law, and a U.S. citizen or national, unless 
the legislature requires U.S. citizenship. Literacy as · a 
qualification is prohibited. 

The legislature is to provide criteria for determining 
domicile and residency. 

ARITICLE VIII: Elections 

Elections for governor, lieutenant governor, legislators 
and Washington Representative shall be h· e 1 don the first 
Sunday of November. Other elect1ons shall be held as pro
vided by law. 

The legislature shall provide for voter registration, no
mination of candidates, absentee voting, and allot her 
matters of election procedures and administration. 

ARTICLE IX: Initiative, Referendum and Recall 

The people may enact laws by initiative by filing a pro
perly executed petition signed by 20% of the total number 
of qualified voters of the municipality for local laws, or, 
for counnonwealth laws, by 20% of the total number of quali
fied voters in each of two municipalities. 

The attorney general will certify the initiative petition 
and submit it to the voters at the next general election. 
The petition must have been filed with the Attorney General 
at least 180 days before the election. 

For local law, the petition must be approved by 2/3 of 
the registered voters of the municipality. For c0Dm1onwealth 
laws, 2/3 of the registered voters of the commonwealth must 
approve. Such laws, once approved, will take effect 30 days 
after the election. 

The people may reject an act of the legislature by refer
endum by filing a similar petition signed by 20% of the to
tal number of qualified commonwealth ·voters. The attorney 
general will certify the petition and submit it to voters 
at the next general election. The petition must be approved 
by a majority of the votes cast, If approved, repeal of the 
law will be effective 30 days after the election date. 

All elected officials are subject to recall by the voters 
of the connnonwealth or by the political subdivision from 
which the officials were elected. A recall petition stating 
the grounds for recall must be signed by a number of quali
fied voters equal to at least 40% of the persons who were 
to vote for that official. As with the initiative petition, 
the recall petition is ~ertified by the Attorney General 
and placed on the ballot for the next regular general elec
tion. The recall petition must be approved by a majority of 
the votes cast. Recall petitions cannot be filed against an 
official more than once a year and not during his first six 
months in office. 

ARTICLE X: Taxation and Finance 

Taxes can be levied and appropriations made only for pub
lic purposes. 

Every five years the governor shall give the legislature 
a report assessing the social, fiscal and. economic impact 
of any tax exemptions established by law. The report shall 
include the governor's recommendations on exemption policy 
or laws. 

Commonwealth debt is limited to not more than 10% of the 
aggregate assessed valuation of real property within the 
Northern Marianas. Borrowing for the regular operating 
expenses of the commonwealth govenunent or i t s political 
subdivisions is prohibited. Any public debt must be autho
rized by 2/3· of the members of each house of the legisla
ture. 

ARTICLE XI: Public Lands 

Public lands, except for submerged lands, will be the 
responsibility of the Marianas Public Land Corporation 
which shall be the legal entity set up by Secretarial Order 
2969. Submerged land will be regulated by law. 

The corporation will have nine directors to be appointed 
by the governor with the advice and consent of the Senate to 
six-year terms (except the first board members, whose terms 
will vary, Of the nine, two will be Saipan residents, two 
from Rota and two from Tinian; one w i 1 1 be of Carolinian 
descent, and one will be a resident of the Northern 
Islands. Among other qualifications, the directors must be 
U.S. citizens or nationals, commonwealth residents for at 
least 5 years, must speak Chamorro or Carolinian and must 
be of Marianas descent, · 

The directors shall publish an annual report to public on 
public land management, including any transfers of public 
land, 

The interest of each of the directors in any commonwealth 
land also shall be published. 

After 10 years, the corporation may be dissolved by an 
affirmative vote of 2/3 of the members of each house of the 
legislature. 

Fundamental policies of the corporation will include the 
establishment of a homestead program for agricultural and 
village homesteads, Titles to homesteads may not be granted 
for five years, and transfer of a homestead may not be made 
for ten years after receipt of the homestead, except for 
persons who already have resided on the land for at least 
20 years before the effective date of the constitution. 

Except for the homestead program, titles to public lands 
may not be transferred for ten years from the date oft he 
constitution. Leases may not exceed 25 years, including all 
renewal rights. A majority vote by senate members is neces
sary for the transfer of any interest in more than 5 
hectares of land to any person or legal entity for commer
cial purposes. The corporation may not transfer any inte-



NOVEMBER 18, 1976-MARIANAS VARIETY NEWS AND VIEWS-PAGE.11 

FT CONSTITUTION 
ARTICLE VII: Eligibility to Vote 

Among other requirements, a voter must be at least lfyears 
old, domiciled in the Commonwealth, a commonwealth resident 
as provided by law, and a U.S. citizen or national, unless 
the legislature requires U.S. citizenship. Literacy as · a 
qualification is prohibited. 

The legislature is to provide criteria for determining 
domicile and residency. 

ARITICLE VIII: Elections 

Elections for governor, lieutenant governor, legislators 
and Washington Representative shall be h· e 1 don the first 
Sunday of November. Other elect'ions shall be held as pro
vided by law, 

The legislature shall provide for. voter registration, no
mination of candidates, absentee voting, and allot her 
matters of election procedures and administration. 

ARTICLE IX: Initiative, Referendum and Recall 

The people may enact laws by initiative by filing a pro
perly executed petition signed by 20% of the total number 
of qualified voters of the municipality for local laws, or, 
for commonwealth laws, by 20% of the total number of quali-
fied voters in each of two municipalities. 

The attorney general will certify the initiative petition 
and submit it to the voters at the next general election. 
The petition must have been filed with the Attorney General 
at least 180 days before the election. 

For local law, the petition must be approved by 2/3 of 
the registered voters of the municipality. For commonwealth 
laws, 2/3 of the registered voters of the commonwealth must 
approve. Such laws, once approved, will take effect 30 days 
after the election. 

The people may reject an act of the legislature by refer
endum by filing a similar petition signed by 20% of the to
tal number of qualified commonwealth ·voters. The attorney 
general will certify the petition and submit it to voters 
at the next general election. The petition must be approved 
by a majority of the votes cast. If approved, repeal of the 
law will be effective 30 days · after the election date. 

All elected officials are subject to recall by the voters 
of the commonwealth or by the political subdivision from 
which the officials were elected. A recall petition stating 
the grounds for recall must be signed by a number of quali
fied voters equal to at least 40% of the persons who were 
to vote for that official. As with the initiative petition, 
the recall petition is certified by the Attorney General 
and placed on the ballot for the next regular general elec
tion. The recall petition must be approved by a majority of 
the votes cast. Recall petitions cannot be filed against an 
official more than once a year and not during his first six 
months in office. 

ARTICLE X: Taxation and Finance 

Taxes can be levied and appropriations made only for pub
lic purposes. 

Every five years the governor shall give the legislature 
a report assessing the social, fiscal and. economic impact 
of any tax exemptions established by law. The report shall 
include the governor's recommendations on exemption policy 
or laws. 

Commonwealth debt is limited to not more than 10% of the 
aggregate assessed valuation of real property within the 
Northern Marianas. Borrowing for the regular operating 
expenses of the commonwealth government or its political 
subdivisions is prohibited, Any public debt must be autho
rized by 2/} of the members of each house of the legisla
ture. 

ARTICLE XI: Public Lands 

Public lands, except for submerged lands, will be the 
responsibility of the Marianas Public Land Corporation 
which shall be the legal entity set up by Secretarial Order 
2969. Submerged land will be regulated by law. 

The corporation will have nine directors to be appointed 
by the governor with the advice and consent of the Senate to 
six-year terms (except the first board members, whose terms 
will vary, Of the nine, two will be Saipan residents, two 
from R.ota and two from Tinian; one w i 1 1 be of Carolinian 
descent, and one will be a resident of the Northern 
Islands, Among other qualifications, the directors must be 
U.S. citizens or nationals, commonwealth residents for at 
least 5 years, must speak Chamorro or Carolinian _and must 
be of Marianas descent. 

The directors shall publish an annual report to public on 
public land management, including any transfers of public 
land. 

The interest of each of the directors in any commonwealth 
land also shall be published. 

After 10 years, the corporation may be dissolved by an 
affirmative vote of 2/3 of the members of each house of the 
legislatu1;e. 

Fundamental poiicies of the corporation will include the 
establislunent of a homestead program for agricultural and 
village homesteads, Titles to homesteads may not be granted 
for five years, and transfer of a homestead may not be made 
for ten years after receipt of the homestead, except for 
persons who already have resided on the land for at least 
20 years before the effective date of the constitution. 

Except for the homestead program, titles to public lands 
may qot be transferred for ten years from the date oft he 
constitution. Leases may not exceed ZS years, including all 
renewal rights, A majority vote by senate members is neces
sary for the transfer of any interest in more than 5 
hectares of land to any person or legal entity for corrnner
cial purposes. The corporatioq may not transfer any inte-

,· 

rest in public lands located within 150 feet of the high 
water mark of any sandy beach. The corporation is to adopt 
a comprehensive land use plan. 

The Marianas Public Land Trust is established and w i 1 1 
have 3 trustees appointed (and removed) by the trial court. 
The trustees shall make reasonable and prudent investments; 
for the first 10 years these shall be only in obligations 
of the U.S. government. If a Marianas Development Bank is 
created and holds the entire amount of U.S. economic assis
tance for economic development loans (Section 702(c) of the 
Covenant), the Trust will use up to 55% of its receipts in 
any given year to increase the total capital available to 
the bank to the sum of $10,000,000. If in any subsequent 
year the bank has more than $10,000,000 in total capital, 
then the bank will repay to the Trust the excess above that 
sum until the Trust has been made whole. 

The Trust is to make available the interest, and as 
necessary, the principal of the amount received for lease 
of property at Tanapag Harbo~ for the development and main
tenance of a memorial park. 

The Trust will publish an annual report on revenues re
ceived and expenses incurred. 

ARTICLE XII: Restrictions on Alienation of Land 

Permanent and long-term interests in land may be acquired 
only by persons of Northern Marianas descent. Exceptions 
are made for transfers to a spouse~by inheritance, and for 
transfer to a mortgagee, who may hold the interest for five 
years. 

A person of Northern Marianas descent is defined as a US 
citizen or national "of at least one-quarter Northern Ma
rianas Chamorro or Northern Marianas Carolinian blood or a 
combination thereof or an adopted child of such person if 
adopted while under the age of 18 years." A person is con
sidered to be a full-blooded Northern Marianas Chamorro or 
Carolinian if he was born or domiciled in the Northern Ma
rianas prior to 1950 and was a Trust Territory citizen 
prior to termination of the trusteeship with respect to the 
commonwealth. 

A corporation will be considered of Northern Marianas 
descent if it is incorporated in the commonwealth, has its 
principal place of business in the commonwealth, has direc
tors at least 51% of whom are of Northern Marianas descent

1 

and has voting shares at least 51% of which are owned by ' 
persons of Northern Marianas descent. If a ,. corporation 
ceases tn be qualified, its interest in the land will :~e 
forfeited to the government. 

ARTICLE XIII: Eminent Domau 

The government may exercise the power of eminent d~ 
to acquire private property for a public purpose. Private 
land may be taken only if no suitable public land is avai
lable; and just compensation must be provided. 

The legislature may repeal any current statute of limita
tions in order to provide just compensation for past trans
actions which the legislature feels were not duly compen-
sated for. · 
ARTICLE XIV: Natural Resources 

Marine resources over which the commonwealth !!_as or ~ill_ 

have jurisdiction are tc be controlled, protected and pre
served for the benefit of the people, The transfer of any 
interest in marine resources is to be controlled by law. 

Managaha is to remain uninhabited and be used only for 
cultural or recreational purposes. Sarigan and or any other 
island provided by law are to remain uninhabited and be 
used for the preservation of bird and wildlife. 

Places and things of cultural or historical importance 
are to be protected and preserved by law. Such things are 
not be removed from the jurisdiction of the commonwealth. 

ARTICLE XV: Education 

Free, compulsory public elementary and secondary educa
tion are provided. Higher education is provided. 

ARTICLE XVI: Corporations 

Private business corporations may be organized, extended 
or amended only by general laws. 

ARTICLE XVII: Oath of Office 

Legislators and government officers and employees are re
quired to take an oath to support and defend the Common
wealth constitution and laws, the Covenant, the U.S. Con
stitution, and U.S. treaties and laws applicable to the 
Northern Marianas, and to faithfully discharge their duties 
to the best of . their ability. 

ARTICLE XVIII: Constitutional Amendments 

Constitutional amendments may be proposed by constitu
tional convention, legislative initiative, o r . popular ini
tiative. 

Constitutional Convention, The legislature may~and must 
7 years after the constitution is ratified-- ask voters to 
approve the holding of a convention to propose amendment& 
The people may also, by legislative initiative, ask the 
legislature to ask the voters. Voters must approve the 
question by two thirds of the votes cast. The call for con
stitutional convention is not subject to veto by the govern
or. 

Legislative Initiative, The legislature may propose con
stitutional amendments by an affirmative vote of 3/4 of the 
members of each house present and voting. 

Popular Initiative. The people may propose constitutional 
amendments through a petition signed by voters e qua 1 in 
number to at least 50% of the number of registered voters 
so registered from each municipality. The amendment so pro
posed must be approved by a majority of the legislature be
fore being submitted for ratification. 

Ratification of Amendments. Proppsed amendments will , be 
submitted to the voters for ratification. An amendment pro
posed by legislative initiative must receive an affirmative 
vote of a majority of votes cast. Amendments proposed by 
constitutional convention or popular initiative must have 
the approval of a majority of the votes cast and at least , 
2/3 of the votes cast in each of two of the three municipa
lities. Proposals for amendment are not subject to guberna
torial veto, 

At the first day of hearinqs on the initial draft of the lt)rthern,M:irianas 
Constitution young and old came to listen 'bw the questions raiserl on tne 
articls of the Constitution. 

THE ONLY INFORMATIVE LOCAL NEWSPAPER, 
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As They See Us: Jacques Decornoy in LE MONDE, PARIS. 

MICRONESIA: 2,~00 Islands For Uncle Sam 
WATER IS NOT NEUTRAL 

Saipan - You could have a worse in
troduction to Micronesia than flying 
over it. It is worth taking the long 
way around, rather than the direct 
flight from Honolulu to Saipan. During 
the stops when the plane takes on fue\ 
the passenger takes on his first im
pressions. Not necessarily them o st 
hazy, either. 

So we cross the frontier of Microne
sia, from the United States. There 
must be a frontier somewhere, some 
break. Alright then, let's look for 
?ne. The map says that the plane will 
put down at Majuro, in the Harshalls 
group, after 3,700 kms. Make no mis
take, we do not leave the United 
States as quickly as that. 

Two hours flight and the aircraft 
dives for a runway set up~n the ocean. 
A white line on the Pacific, an atoll
cum-landing-place, like a big station
ary aircraft-carrier. An atoll-base: 
Johnson, a · weird estate of the US Air 
Force. 

No room here for frills, fqr coconut 
palms or lawns. Just the runway, a few 
outhouses hemmed in between the tarmac 
and the ocean. The nearest neighbours 
are 1,500 kms away. Passengers are 
requested to remain on board. 

·Take-off. This time it is really a 
departure for "something else". Head
ing South-West. We will lose a day on 
the way. A good 2,000 kms and Hicrone
sia appears. 

-~ -

Call or Visit: 

Appears? The word is accurate. Right 
in the middle of the Pacific an atoll 
is an apparition, from the plane, as 
from the boat. It is so very flat. The 
immense blue gives way suddenly to a 
ring of jade, marking a reef. A little 
round brush-stroke in dark green (the 
dark green of the coconut palms). A 
few metres wide here, twenty or thirty 
metres there: Majuro. 

Majuro, a name that means nothing. 
Besides noon e knows anything about 
the :fa rs hall Islands. No one? Oh, y2s. 
Everyone does, without knowing it. To 
the north of the archipelago, Eniwetok. 
Ears prick up. Vague memories. Not far 
away: Bikini. Not everyone understands 

Another stop at Kwaj2lein. ~ o t an 
international airport, but one that 
serves a missile-launching site. It is 
written large on the building.Here 
passengers can stretch their legs. But 
only in a small room, and then only 
with a security badge. 

Americans, military and civil, leave 
for nearby atolls on craft of the US 
Air Force. Here we are back in America 
When are we going to 1 eave it? And 
what would happen if we didn't leave 
it, or only for a moment? 

1100 kms. Here are the first of the 
Carolines. And, first of all, Ponape, 
Just a biscuit surrounded with a crown 
of coral reef. The crown is there al
right, but the .island is mountainous. 
An enormous jade- colored rock seems to 
guard the airport. 

ISLAND BOTTL 
p. o. box 266, Saipan, lelephone: 9 · 

LARGE LINE OF DIET 

Micronesia? Yes, no doubt about it. 
It is Micronesia, high, wide and poor. 
Not a single permanent building. A 
sort of hut, bu i 1 t from wood and 
roofed with a type of corrugated iron. 
A jostling, fr:i.endly crowd. 

Our sacrifice to the spirit oft he 
times - we pass through security 
checks for weapons. Where could one 
ever hijack this plane to? 

GREEN FLOTSAM ON A BLUE BACKGROUND 

The pilot made good time between Po
nape and Tr u k (700 lans). So he can 
take us on a bit of sightseeing. We 
miss nothing of the island of Tr u k; 
just as well, because the spectacle is 
superb. 

The atoll encloses a lagoon that 
carries in it seven mountainous is
lands. There , ·s the point where the Ja
panese installed their HQ. They lost 
about sixty ships here. 

The pilots k i ms over the lagoon, 
,names certain of these submerged 
wrecks, fat cigar shapes, spring-green 
on a blue background. We lando 

Totalitarian sun. But it is beaten 
at its own game. This star is not the 
brightest thing here, rather the 
dresses of the women and the girls are 
like day-glo posters. 

As on the previous stops, a young 
girl from Palau, a south-west archi
pelago we will visit later, meets 

Coke 
Sprite 
Fanta Ora 
Grape 
Root Beer 
Ginger Al: 
Quinine 
Club· Soda 
Mi Pibb · · 
DIET DRINK 
Tab 
Tab Orange 
Tab Lemon 
fresco 

con' t on page 15 
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Christmas 

Gifts 
is Coming: Abby Brown 

Staff Writer 

Saipan --- With Christmas 
less than six weeks away, it 
is not at all too soon to 
shop for gifts to send 
abroad. Micronesian handi
craft is a natural choice 
to send to f o 1 ks on the 
Mainland. The Marianas 
Variety this week made a 
small survey of crafts items 
in stock at local shops. 

We visited Arts and Crafts 
of Micronesia and Sablan 
Handicrafts on Beach Road in 
Garapan; the Saipan Cottage 
Industries shop in the Far
mer's Market building in 
Chalan Kanoa; Mac Handicraft 
(Camacho's) in San Roque, 
and the Continental Hotel's 
gift shop. 

Arts and Crafts of Micro
nesia has by far the widest 
selection of Micronesia 
crafts. Sablan Handicraft 
and the Continental Shop 
also ca:rry gifts from the 
other districts. Sablan Han
dicrafts, Saipan Cottage In
dustries, and Mac Handicraft 
mostly stock items from the 
Marianas. 

If one ts determined that 
~he~ gift be from the Trust 
Territory, be careful, be
cause all the shops, except 
Cottage Industries, have 
some items -- especially in 
jewelry and wood--made in 
the Philippines. 

All the stores have fair-
1 y good stocks and expect 
some additional shipments 
before the holidays. 

As with soma n y things, 
the choice will depend 

i n part o n the budget. If 
p r i c e is no concern, one1 
might choose one of the 
following three items, which 
start at $20 and go up: 

(1) The Marshall's Ki 1 i 
bag, a finely woven purse of 
coconut fiber, is a peren
n i a 1 favorite, as can be 
seen by the prices which now 
range from $25 to $45, de
pending on size. It used to 
be that Kili bags were hard 
to get, but the price has 
gone up so high that the 
stores seem to be ab 1 e to 
stock them; 

(2) The Palauan story
board, carved i n natural 
woods or carved and painted, 
has escalated drastically in 
price. Arts and Crafts of 
Micronesia has several nice
ly painted ones for around 
$50. 

(3) The Ponapean round 
tray, in brown pandanus and 
white coconut fiber, deco
rated with shells or tor
toise, is lovely and a 1 so 
expensive, ranging from 
about $25 to $45. 

There are three other 
items sure to be welcomed by 
one's most special recipi-

From Micronesia 
en ts, but one 
find a contact in Palau or 
Ponape to help get them. 
They •re the very graceful 
.and practical Kapingamarangi 
coconut graters, the Kapin
garna.rangi sailing canoe, 
and, perhaps most special of 
all, an original painting by 
Charles Gibbons, Palau's own 
11 Grandma Mos es . " The grater 
or canoe probably will range 
from $30 to $80. A Gibbons 
original will be over $100. 

For smaller gifts, and for 
those on budgets, there is 
st i 1 1 a nice variety of 
gifts under $20, especially 
from Ponape, the Marshalls 
and Truk. Many of t h e s e 
items are lightweight, so 
they can be air mailed. 

Marshalls: For under $10, 
one might choose a w o v e n 
cigarette case, as ma 11 
basket, coasters or hot 
pads, or single woven flo
wers. Between $10 and $20, 
one c a n find a larger bas
ket, open or lidded, stick 
chart (traditional naviga
tional aid); flower stand, 
or a new i t e m, a charming 
woven basketful of woven 
flowers. Marshallese goods 
are available at Arts and 
Crafts, Sablan, and Mac. 

Ponape: Under $10 are the 
woven fans, coasters et s, 
woven barrettes, tortoise 
jewelry, and small carved 
wood fish, From $10 to $25, 
look for wind chimes of sea 
urchin spines, dance pad
dles, carved wooden sharks 
with real shark teeth, the 
popular torto'ise- and coconut 
fiber p u r s e, and the new 
dressy octagon-shaped 
shoulder bag of coconut 
fiber with cowry shells. 

Truk: The very ine~en
sive Trukese "love stick is 
always a great conversation 
piece, with its · story of 
Trukese courting customs. 
Also under $10 are woven 
barrettes, plain cigarette 
cases, Trukese masks, and 
pandanus purses, plain o .r 
multi-colored. Arts and 
Crafts also has a 1 a r g e 
supply of the popular, large 
round pandanus m a t s ( $16) 
f o r wall hangings . A foot
note must be added, unfor
tunately, that some oft he 
Truk crafts have deteriorat
ed in quality recently. 

Palau: Fors om e reason, 
the lovely tortoise, black 
coral and shell jewelry made 
in P~lau doesn't work its 
way to S a i p a n. Arts and 
Crafts does, however, have a 
few attractive clay bead 
necklaces and black coral 
pendant necklaces at $8 and 
$9. Another idea is to buy a 
Charles Gibbons print ($3.50 
each or set of 5 for $16.80) 

Yap: Yap is the most poor
ly represented in the handi
c r a f t department . Might 
choose a betel nut bag or 
stone money piece or pendant 
for under t10. 

Ma:rianas: Saipan has some 
nice, woven pandanus bags 
for under $20, and the Bo Jo 
Bo Wishing dolls are always 
popular ( $ 5. 50 a p a i r a t 
Mac, a 
where.) 
Saipan 's 

little more else
Aside from these, 
handicraft industry 

• 

still seems to be flounde
ring. Many efforts a.re being 
ma.de, but much oft he pro
duct is subpar. Some nice 
jewelry can b e found: paper 
shell puka, shell and seed 
leis, and shell pendants ~ 
K i d s might enjoy a carved 
coconut face from Sablan 
Handicrafts ( $4 and $5), and 
cottage industries has some 
animal statues made from co
conut. 

4. C. TENDRHJ ENTERPRISES 

·mMAlDA 

P.O. BOX 137 

SAIPAN, M.I. 96950 

• 
TELEPHONES 

Wholesale: 6444 

Office: 6445 

Accounting: 6446 

oept. Store: 644~ 

Aut<lmotlve: 6448 

• 
•••••• 

JIJMAZDA 
"version" 

e STATION WAGONS 
e SEDANS 
e PICKUPS 

see them soon at 
t=IJ SAIPAN S~l!~~fa CO., INC. 

SAIPAN, MARIANA ISLANDS 
96950 
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SA/PAN'S 
2nd 
FARMERS 
AG-FAIR 

The second annual 
Saipan Agricultural 
Fair is slated for De
cember 5 and will be 
·held within t h e com
pounds of the Northern 
Marianas Legislature 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

The fair is s po n
sored by the Saipan 
Chamber of Commerce 
and the Saipan Munici
P a 1 Government, each 
contributing about 
SlOOO for Prizes. 

Best Farmer's Prize 

The fair will 
feature some 21 varie
ties of local plants 
and crops, including 
beans, cabbage, peppe~ 
radish, tomatoes, 
onions, melons, cucum
bers, watermelons, 
sweet potatoes, yam, 
taro, tapioca, egg
plant, banana, citrus, 
squash, papaya, pine
apple, and ginger. 

The fair also will 
have a display of 
handicrafts and rare 
1 o ca 1 crops. The 
prizes for each of the 
21 categories will be 
$25 for first place, 
$15 for second place, 
and $10 for third 
place. 

A tiller, costing 
over $300, will be 
awarded to the "Farmer 
.of the Year." 

First class mail 
$18.00 a year 

COME AND ENJOY 
THE TRADITIONAL Thanksgiving 

DINNER at the 

t'~'%\~aipan Beacb 
\.}' INTER.-CONTINENTAL INN 

JlAND \'° ' 
NOVEMBER 2S, 1976 (6:00 p.m. · 10:00 p.m.J 

*HOLIDAY RELISH BOWL 
*FRUIT COCKTAIL WITH SHERBET 
*DOUBLE CONSOMME 
*ROAST YOUNG TURKEY 

SAVORY STUFFING 
GIBLET GRAVY 
CANDIED YAMS 
BRUSSELS SPROUTS 
CRANBERRY SAUCE 

*WALDORF SALAD 
*BRANDY MINCE PIE 
*COFFEE/TEA 

FOR RESERVATIONS CALL-9803 EXT,-1414 

ADULTS: $JO. 00 

CH I LDREN UNDER 12: $5.so 

o OIWE ~OLLAIC. o 11 

466 715 
\V.\SH IN(~:TON, D.C. 

715 

the first dollar in your 
77Christmas Cluti 
is onus! 
Until December 31st. when you open your '77 Christmas Club here, w deposit the 
first cloffllr for you. That's how much we want to be your Santa's helper! 
Vou can choose among Clubs of $50, $100, $250, $500 - or more. Save as little as 
one ·dollar a week for a worthwhile fund before next year's holiday . 
01Jr Christmas Clubbers have all the rights and privileges of Passbook Savers ... 
•h• same high 6% a year Interest and exactly the ame access to our valuable 
fr•• aervlces. 
All thla adds up .to· more - The American Way - so come in soon. Have us start 
your1877C ........... Club. 
Offer end9 D1ee111ter 31st. -open as many Clubs as you Ilka, 'but our offer applies 
to only OM CM» per -,.r. 

AEAMERICAN SAVINGS 
& i..OAN ASSOCIATION 

In Dededo on Marine Drive at Harmon Loop Road-632-4311 • In Agana at A pinall and Hernan Cortes Avenue-472-6876 

Chalan Kanoa Saipan, Post Office Box 324, Mariana Islands 96950 • Telephone: 6476 
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What, When & Where? M. Bentley 
Staff writer 

GARAPAN CARNIVAL 

On Saturday, November 20th, there will be a Carnival
Fiesta at Garapan's Church following High Mass. There will 
be food, drinks, concession booths, games, a local band, 
dancing, and entertainment. Money and food have been dona
ted _by local business and community leaders. A 11 proceeds 
will go to the building of anew Church. Come and join in 
on the celebration! 

VOLLEYBALL 

The 1976 Girls Interscholatic Volleyball league -will 
start on Tues. Nov. 23 at the Mt. Carmel Gymnasium.The 
time for these power volleyball matches will be 3:15 and 
3:45. The public is invited to watch. 

SOCCER 

A first for Saipan. A soccer league will start on Friday, 
Nov. 26 at the Marianas High School Athletic field. Ga.mes 
will be played four times a week on the soccer "pitch" with 
the kick-off for all games at 3: 30. The public is cordh.lly_ 
invited to watch their "Youth in Action." 

"FLICKS" 

The Saipan Flicks Club will be sho~ing "The Graduate" for 
members at the Gateway Restaurant on Wedneday, November 
24th, at 8:30 pm. '!'here are memberships still available. 

AGRICULTURAL FAIR 

~he Saipan Chamber of Connnerce is sponsoring an Agricul
ture Fair on December 5th. Entries include some 46 catego
ries of various vegeta:hles, fruits, and livestock. If in
terested in entering, contact either the Farmer's Co-Op at 
6532 or Rill Sakovich at q458. 

MOVIES 

The Gateway Restaurant at Saipan's .Airport will feature 
"Sankisan Maru," about a d i v i n g expedition in the Truk 
Lagq·on, on November 22nd, at 7: 30 pm. 

ROCK CONCERT 

The Island Y o u t ;:;h Council is sponsoring a. Rock Concert 
featuring "Brown & Proud" at Mt. Carmel's Gym on Friday, 
November 19th from 7:00 pm u n ti 1 midnight. The cost is 
$1.00 per person. 

DAN-eE-

There will be a dance at Ch a 1 an Kanoa's Auditorium 
featuring "The Cortez Bros," ·on November 22nd, at 7: 30 pm.· 
The cost is $1.00 per person. 

BASKETBALL GAME 

Don't miss the Island Basketball League in action every 
Monday, Wednesday, a n d Friday night at Mt. Carmel's Gym. 
The first game is at 7:30 pm, followed by an 8:30 pm game. 

MUSIC AND DANCE FESTIVAL 

A Music and Dance Festival wil1 be sponsored by the Sai
pan Rotary Club on Sunday, No·~ember 21st, at 6:00 pm. Th e 
Festival will be held at the Inter-Continental Hotel's Pool 
and Beach area. Performances will be given by: the Inter
Continental Band with Suzanna, the Rotary Club Choir, the 
Square Dancers, Dave Potzin, Johnny B., Singeru, the Conti
nent a 1 Dancers, and the Tahitian Dancers. Food will be 
served buffet style. The cost per ticket is ·$6.oo. You can 
obtain tickets from Rotary members orb~ them at the door. 

(Arly happening you want the public or your members to 
know, contact the Variety) 

Micronesia For Uncle Sam . •• 
con't from page 12 
Micronesians of her own generation at . 
the aerodrom~ Chats in English. An 
Pxr.hange of school souvenirs. 

Do Micronesians know each other 
then? Crucial problem, the sole real 
problem. But today we are only flying 
over. Where is he taking us to? 

To America again! 1,017 kms and 
there is Guam. 

Guam, America since 1898, a slot of 
.American territory out of the map of 
Micronesia. Guam and its bases (B-52's 
for Vietnam), its hotels full of Ja
panese (a favourite place for honey
mooners, it seems). Guam, queen on 
Washington's strategic chess-board. 

Last flea-hop, once again into Mi
cronesia. Saipan, at last. The Mariana 
Islands, Saipan, capital of the Trust 
Territory of this Micronesia given 
over into the hands of the Americans 
after the Japanese debacle. H a v e we 

reached our goal? Have we dropped an
chor for a time in Micronesia? 

frong again. We have landed on Am
biguity Island. For Sa i pan is no 
longer more than the tempo~ary capital 
of the Group. In 1975 the peop]..e of 
the Marianas voted in favour of a new 
status, that of American territory, 
separating from the emerging Microne
sian entity. 

Where are we then, af;ter such a long 
flight? Micronesia hides, evaporates, 
an illusion in the ocean. Here we are, 
right next to Japan and to China, but 
once again in the United States. A 11 
that w~s necessary was the vote of a 
few thousand Mariana Islanders for the 
map of the universe to be redrawn, 
without moving the peoples of the 
·world, without producing headlines in 
the world's nE1Wspapers. 

THE 

iation Services, Ltd. ) 

SAIPAN .INlERNATIONAL AIRPOR~ 

For a phenomenon of crucial impor
tance is under way here. Between t h .e 
key that is Hawaii and the other k e _y 
that is the Marianas, the Pacifici ha&·. 
become an undisputed American 1 a ke: 
The strategy of the future finds here 
one of its major turning-points, at 
the conjunction of powers American, 
Japanese, Chinese and Soviet. And . i ·t · 
is here also · that they ·- are beginning 
to sketch in an outline • 

From Tinian, a few . kilometres from 
Saipan, left on a certain day in 1945 
an aeroplane, the one that spelled the 
end for Hiroshima •••• The runway has 
been eaten up by the jungle but, al
riady, the P8:11tagon is thinking of re
claiming the field. The future has·al
r ea d y begun. The American 'future? 
Doubtless, but what about the Microne
sian future? . 

·· (Tobe continued next week) 

·_BRING. Tl-£ 
':FAMILY!'! 

Charter Flights Available To_ 
ANNOUNCES THE PR.Otro RETURN 

of the 

PAGAN -TINIAN -GUAM 
In Addition-1 We Off•. The foUowJ119. 

.. f'Jlcht_ Training Air Taxi and Charter 
Sky Tours Aircraft Maintenance 
Aircraft Sales 

Sunday ~ite. 

etlRMBR.RB 
Buffet 

6:00 • 9:30 e M. 

. Jtist
55.a 

All .,au.:can.eatl · 
Children under 12· 

$4·qp . . 
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Marianas Club In Hawaii 
BODlllulu --- T h e 

llorthern Marianas Club 
ot Bava.ii recently was 
organized to give fi
nancial .and other as
sistance to Northern 
Marianas students and 
residents in Hawaii, 
according to a release 
from the club. 

'l'he club is the most 
recent attempt t o or
ganize Northern Mari
anas students and re
aidents in Hawaii, and 
it is hoped that the 
club will succeed as 
an organization tor 
Borthern Mariana Is
landers, the release 
said. 

The club will visit 
Marianas medical pati
ents who are hospi
talized in Hawaii, the 
release ·said. 

Tl!e club also plans 
fund raising activi
t~es. 

The club~s constitu
tion was approved Sep
tember 25. The follow
ing club otticers were 
elected October 9: 
Augustin Camacho, pre
sideni; Carlos Salas, 
vice president; Henry 
Sablan. treasurer; and 

Josephine Guerrero, 
secretary, the release 
said. 

The club will meet 
every first Saturday 
of the month. 

Basketball 
League 

Opens 

The club was orga- Saipan -- An island~ 
nized with the assis- wide men's basketball 
tan c e of Ignacio league opened with two 
Villanueva, T r u s t games Monday, November 
Territory student 15, according to a 
coordinator Marianas Community 

• Development Office 
release. 

Saipan Municipal 
Council Speaker Joe 
Rios presided for the 
official opening. 

Results of the first 
week's games: 

Garapan Knights, 63 
Broncos, 42 

Northern Marianas Club of Hawaii offi
cers pose in front of East-West Center. 
From left, Camacho, Salas, Guerrero and 
Sablan. 

Eagles, 71 
76'er, 65 
Royal Flush, 44 
Sixers, 41 

lnasmucli as tlae great Fatlzer lzas given us this year an abundant harvest of Indian corn, wlzeat, bean.f. 
squaslae8, and garden vegetables, and has made tlie forests to abound witla game and tAe ,ea witla p.tla and 
clams, and inasmuclz as He has protected us from the ravages of the. savages. has sf>ared us from pest;lence and 
Jisease, has granted us freedom to worship God according to the dictates of our o·wn conscience: now, I. your 
magistrate, do proclaim that all ye Pilgrims, with your wives and little one.f, do gatlzer at ye meetin.g !.ouH, o,r 

ye lai1/, between the !,ours of 9 and 12 ;n the day time, on Thur.,day. November.ye 29tl. of tl.e vear of our Lord 
one thousand si:t hundred and twenty three, and tl.e third year since ye Pilgrims landed on ye Pilgrim Roch. 
tlaere to listen to ye pastor, and renJer tl.anJugiving to ye Almighty God for all His b/,,.,;,.,.,, 

WILLIAM BRADFORD 
Y • Gournor ol Y • Colon11 

c~ It iill nf W~auksgiuitty Jart r'""<aen 
J u November 25. 1976 ~~~ 

To Begin the F easte 

Consomme A La Royal 
An Appetite Whetter 

Stuffed Celery with Caviai; Olive and Cheese 
1A glass of Califoria Wine 

Followel by the Main Course 
Roasted Turkey wi!h a savory dressing 

Aecom pan1ed by a Sauce ot Cran berries 
and a Gravy Made with Giblets and Stock 

Sweet Potatoes that are Candied 

Mashed Potatoes and Sweet Peas 
Vegetables from·the Community's Gardens 

Salad ala Season 

! f 

r To Complete the Feaste 

Pumpkin Pie . I 
t.·_ 1 

_ADULT:_.$7.50 
Coffee or Tea CHILDREN:.$4.50 

Aa,A.iirAi08iAlA18
RD I Et 

Water 
Sports 

Shopping 
Center. 

Marine Equipment• Diving Equipment 
Fishing Supplies• Boats & Motors 

CORAL REEF MARINE CENTER 
P.O. Box 2792, Agana, Guam 96910 

Shop by mail! 477-6335 

I SPECIAL i 
DISCOUNT SALE!! 

NEC. 14" COLOR TV 

~ 375.00 

NEW ARRIVALS 

CONSTRUCTION 
MATERIALS 

Lowest on the Island 

GALVANIZED IRON SHEET 
8', 10', 12'x32 
Gage 26 

RE-INFORCED IRON ROD 
4' x 8' -ASSORTED 

HITACHI BRAND 

CASSETTE TAPE 
RECORDER 

w/F.M. A.M. S.W. RADIO 
,$80.00 -- $120.00 

NEWEST 4 TYPES MODELS 

AND MANY OTHER 
DI sea UNT SALES 

MARIANAS COOP 
CHALAN KANOA 

MUNtCIAi\L Bi..00.. TEL - 6484 

· .$-lpan Is not 111,1 
~·~nOUgh.>for liffftt' 



Police Reports: 

WHO•DUN•IT? 
M. Bentley 

Staff Writer 

Nover-.be~ J..lt it , Furrlo.ry and Grand Lar~eny: 
Car~os C. ElPncc , 33, a ~ San Vicente reported that his 
::-ious e was bur glad. ze:3, thoup;h n o fore ed entry was evident. 
Blanco reporteo that ~5,000.00 cash was stolen from his re
frigerator. Evidently, Blanco had placeo 200 twenty dollar 
bills and 20 fifty dollar bills into a white envelope.in
side the refrigerator and found the money to be miss-

ing. 

November 12th, Vehicle Accident: 
A three car accident occurred on Beach Road in front of Mt. 
Carmel at T:50 am. It was a series of ~ear-end collisions, 
causing a domino effect. Jesus T. Viliagomez, 35, of Sa n 
Vicente struck the car of Godofredo S. Mostales, 23, of San 
Antonio, who in turn struck the car of Judy G. Pundole, 31, 
of San Vicente. Villagomez's vehicle suffered frontal da
mages, while the other two vehicles suffered rear damages. 

November 13th, Assault and Battery and Disturbing the 
Peace: A fight occurred at the Marianas Inn, a bar i r~ Su
supe. Evidently; Bernard Ngi.raipai of San Antonio received 
a black eye from the suspect, Bernard Sbangioh of Susupe 
Village. Sbangioh fled from the scene of the crime. 

November 15th, Grand Larceny: 
The Pangelinan Building of Susupe Village ·was burglarized 
on Monday of $32.00, an electric toothbrush, and one calcu
lator -with adapter. No forced entry had been made. 

November 15th, Vehicle Accident: 
A two-car collision occurred on 16 Highway in San Jose. A 
Toyota station wagon driven by Rudol'fo T. Castro, 21, of 
Chalan Laulau w a~ struck by another Toyota station wagon 
driven by Nicolas M. Manglona, 32, of San Vicente. Both 
vehicles were traveling in the same direction when the col
lision occurred. Only minor vehicle damages resulted. 

November 16th, .Petty Larceny: 
Oleai Elementary School was apparently burglarized by some 
baseball bandits. The principal of Oleai reported that the 
school had been burglarized of a bat, a base ball, and a 
baseball glove. 

November 16th, Vehicle Accident: 
A single-car accident occurred on 2/W Highway in front of 
the Chamorro Monument at 3: 30 am. The car o f Edward S. Ca
brera, 25, o f Susupe Village went off the highway and. into 
the bushes with Cabrera inside. 

November 16th, Cheating: 
A case of "cheating" was reported at the Inter.;.Continental 
Hotel's Bar in Garapan. The two suspects, Mariano Nekaifes 
and Juan Rasiang came to the bar and drank two drinks, and 
reportedly made a hasty departure without paying. 
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\e ................... s._~ 
,I Special & 

Hall Price 
Sale 

MICRONESIAN CONSTRUCT.ION CO. 
ARCHITEClS•E NGINE E RS• BUILDERS•CONSTRUCTION SUl'l"LY 

P.O. BOX· 63 • SAIPAN • MARIANA ISLANDS 

IS OFFERING 

A DISCOUNT OF 50% ON THE PRICES OF ALL 
MERCHANDISE IN THE STORE, 

Electrical Fillings 

Light Fillings 

Plumbing Fixtures & 

Fittings 

Paints, Adhesives 

Building 
Materials 

· Tiles, Ceiling 
Boards. 
Hardware,· 
Tools, Hinges 
Locks, Bolts, 
Screws. 
Many other Items 

•••••• 
Shop now al MCC 

and take advantage ol 
this special offer 

•••••• 
500" 011 for 

a limited period only 

All sales cash. & final 
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People Want More Time. • • 
con't from page 1 

ing or corporate charters 
and the like;" that current 
laws concerning hand guns be 
maintained, and that Section 
12 on privacy should be de
leted. The Chamber of Com
merce also proposed that the 
legislature meet for "t w o 
45-day sessions spaced six 
months apart" ••• " as any le
gislature that meets perpe
tually has a tendency to try 
to usurp the preregoativesof 
the Executive Branch." 

The Chamber of Commerce's 
testimony seemed pr~ily 
concerned with Rota and 
Tinian's ability to control 
the legislature, the compo
sition of the legislature, 
and the 1 and alienation 
issue. 

Screen testified that the 
Chamber was "opposed to a 
bicameral legislature as 4n
necessarily expensive," and 
felt that both the Senate 
and House of Representatives 
were too large "in relation 
to anticipated revenues, po-

h " pulation, and geograp y. 
The Chamber proposed that 
the Senate be comprised of 
six members only and that 
the -House of Representatives 
have 17 members, 14 from 
Saipan, 2 from Rota, and 1 
from Tinian. This would com
ply adequately with the one. 
man one-vote rule with each 
representative having about 
800 people to represent. 

The Chamber urged that the 
salaries of legislators be 
lowered from $12,000,00 to 
$8,000.00 annually, as this 
was "too expensive for o u r 
small Commonwealth in view 
of the very low wages earned 
by most of our people." The 

Chamber criticized the pro
vision for a "mayor for the 
islands north of Saipan ••• as 

1 " an unnecessary uxury. 
Screen testified that the 

1 and alienation provision 
"tends to discriminate 
against future citizens of 
the Northern Marianas, in
cluding those whose ancestry 
were once full-blooded 
Northern Marianas descent." 
The Chamber recommended that 
t h e "1/ 4 bloodline be de
leted," along with the 
necessity of having been a 
T.T. citizen prior to termi
nation of Trusteeship in re
spect to the Commonwealth, 
as this bars full-blooded 
Ghamorros and Carolinians 
who have since taken up Ame
rican Citizenship. 

rhe Chamber felt that the 
"51% requirement for invest
ment in the Northern Maria
nas by outside capital" be 
reconsidered. 

The Chamber also testified 
that the provision for con
stitutional amendment as is 
written allows only 12,6% of 
the population (Rota and Ti-
nian) to thwart the desires 
of the majority, some 87.4~. 

Dave Sablan, General Mana
ger of Micro! Corporation, 
testified in the November 
17th morning session, voic
ing demands aligned with 
those put forth by the Cham
ber of Conm1erce. However, 
Sablan differed from the 
Chamber's line of argtnnent 
by saying that the land ali
enation clause should be 
maintained until the United 
States allows the people of 
the Northern Marianas the 
right to vote in U.S. presi
dential elections.Un ti 1 
this is done, Sablan urged 
that the land alienation 
clause not be compromised. 

Dino Jones, a former Sai
pan Municipal Council member 
from San Roque, proposed 
that the procedure of advice 
and consent also be given to 
the Lower House and urged 

that municipal governments 
be restored until jobs can 
be located. 

Manuel Sablan, Trust Ter
ritory Superintendent of 
Public Safety, testified 
with grave concern that the 
Department of Public Safety 
not be incorporated into the 
Attorney General's Office. 
Sablan urged the constitu
tion to allow lawyers to be 
lawyers and law enforcers to 
be law enforcers. 

Sen. Herman R. Guerrero, 
testified that he felt the 
$12,000.00 legislative sala
ry is justified. Guerrero 
said that if less than 
$12,000.00 were to be 
offered legislators, the job 
would be less attractive and 
it would draw p e o p 1 e of· 
lower caliber. High salaries 
are required to have "quali
fied" and "potentially good" 
legislators, according to 
Guerrero. 

He voiced concern primari
ly over the composition of 
the legislature, stressing 
that it was not balanced 
according to the one-man-one. 
vote rule. Guerrero said 
that the number of legisla
tors was far too high, turn
ing the legislature into an 
employment agency rather 
than an effective and opera
tive branch of government. 
Guerrero urged the delegates 
to take special considera
tion of minority groups, 
partiuclarly in regards to 
electoral districting. 

The public hearings also 
drew the support of a U.S. 
Government class, from Mari
anas High School. Class mem
bers asked about the defini
tion of compulsory education 
and what was meant by higher 
education. Onestudent ques
tioned whether higher educa
tion was post-secondary edu
cation and would it include 
special education. Delegates 
replied that higher educa
tion means all education be
yond high school and w i 1 1 

include special education 
programs. 

With the public hearings 
now a~ accompli, the 
Con-Con delegates now can 
proceed with their tight 
schedule on amending the 
constitution and polishing 
it up before bringing it to 
public vote.Many people 

Land. • • 
con't from page 3 

alienation cases have 
reached the Supreme Court, 
according to reports h y the 
Plebiscite Corranissioner 
Erwin D. Canham, and their 
restricting of property own
ership, was held to be con
stitutional. The Supreme 
Court has held that the con
stitution may not be used to 
cause misbhief to people 
tmder U.S. jurisdicti~n; and 
that laws which protect eco
nomically weak minorities 
are permissable tmder the 
law. Laws restricting pro
perty ownership of land 
exist in both Hawaii and 
American Sanna, and a r e 
considered effective in li· 
mi ting t h e ownership o f 
land toper sons of 
local descent. 

Another possible defense 
of the land alienation arti
cle is the Indian Commerce 
Clause. In this clause, Con
gress established land ten
ure patteTI1s which could be 

TO ALL MY 
FRI ENDS, 
RELATIVES 
AND s UPPORTERS I I I 

were disappointed in these 
hearings, feeling that they 
were simply a technical for
mality which was pursued far 
too hurriedly. From here the 
constitution w i 1 1 be p~e
pared for its final test, 
approval by the U.S. Con
gress. 

regarded as discriminatory 
and in direct violation of 
the Equal Pnotection Clause , 
according to a study done by 
a UCLA law . intern last year. 
If the Northern Marianas 
could possibly be viewed as 
an indian reservation in 
tenns of protecting lands 
and culture, then perhaps 
this clause will suffice as 
precedent. Marianans roost 

definitely are not American 
Indians, but if Congress and 
the Supreme Court justify 
them as such, then this ar
ticle may be upheld. 

The land alienation mea
sure was passed overnhelm
ingly in the Con-Con. 6b
viously the 1~£al consult
ants have faith in its con
stitutionality; the Marianas 
people were assured of this 
when the covenant was nego
tiated last year. But it re
mains to be seen as to what 
exactly the full legal rami
fications will be. 

MY WIFE AND FAMILY WISHES TO EXTEND 
guR SINCERiST APPRECIATION AND 2,216 
. THANK YOU AND "DANKULO NA s1 ·vuus 
MAASE" TO ALL THOSE WHO VOTED FOR ME 
IN THE RECENT ELECTION FOR THE NORTH~ 
ERN MARIANAS LEGISLATURE, 

"TO ALL THE ELECTED CANDIDATES; OUR 
WARMEST CON·GRATULATIONS," 

Senator 
PEDRO P. TENORIO 

and FAMILY 
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Cerqueda, Vega -'°' _____ ,, .... AVIS 
0 

Tennis Champs 
• Abby Brown 

Staff Writer 

SainAn --- Christine 
Cerqueaa steadiea her 
w a y throu~h f o u r 
matches to win the 
wo~en's singles title 
in the Saipan Reach 
Inter----rontinental's 
intronucto:r:v tennis 
tournament Novemher 
12-14. In the finals, 
Cernueda heat Kuharii 
Ngirrnenganpel 7-5, ~-? 
to win first place. 

Ro~er Vega found the 
going a bit easier on 
his way tot he men's 
singles title. Vega, 
who even before the 
tournament was sus
pected by many to be 
Saipan's best player, 
ha a a.n e a s y fi rs t 
round against the un
fortunate Robert Ma,i or 
who as a novice of 10 
days, and perhaps the 
worst draw of the 
tourna~ent by getting 
Vega on the first 
round. . Vega's second 
round was won by for
feit when his opponent 
sprained an an k 1 e. 
Vega finally met some 
competition from run
ner-up John Halloran 
but st i 1 1 won in 
straight sets of ~-0, 
6-0. 

The tournament com
mittee did not "seed" 
players in this tour
nament because it had 
no objective basis for 
doing so, according to 
tournament organizers. 

In the men's doubles 
finals, Vega and part
ner Franz Reksid de
feated Ponciano Rasa 
and Ermes Ngiralbaed 
6-3, 6-1. 

The mixed doubles 
finals were postponed 
by mutual consent of 
the participants when 
one of them fell vic
tim to the flu. The 

st artinp.- right 

early morning 
a t night o n Saturde.y 
d·: n order t o complete 

all the matches 
during'. t h e weekend." 
said Loftus. 

1 

Most partici~ants 
were good sports ~hout 
thee a r 1 y and~late 
matches and the m'.Jmber 
of events they han to 
play in one day, he 
sain. Some had as many 
8. s three rigorous 

matches in one day. 
'!We realize t h i s 
posed some hardship," 
said Loftus. 

The tournament com
mittee was encouraged 
by the obvious inte
rest in tennis on Sai
pan and hopes to spon
sor more tournaments 
in the near future. 

Duty Free Shopp9t'8 

IS ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS 
FOR PRELIMINARY INTERVIEW FOR 

MATURE, MIDDLE AGED 

SALES PERSONNEL 
* MUST BE ABLE TO WORK WELL WITH 

PEOPLE 
* ABILITY TO SPEAK JAPANESE 

FLUENTLY 
* ABILITY TO SPEAK ENGLISH FLUENTLY 

IS NOT NECESSARY 
* MUST BE ABLE TO WORK FLEXIBLE 

HOURS 
* GOOD COMMUNICATIVE ABILITIES 

APPLICANT WILL BE INITIALLY SCHOOLED 
IN JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND LATER IN 
RETAILING-FULL TIME POSITIONS ARE 
AVAILABLE, 

THOSE INTERESTED ARE INVITED TO COME 
AND SEE MARIAN VILLAGOMEZ AND FILL 
OUT AN APPLICATION AT OUR OFFICE AT 
SAIPAN INTER-CONTINENTAL HOTEL 
ANYTIME, ,; 

MON. thru FRI~ - 8~00 AM. - 5:00 PM. 
: 

0 :· 

CAR RENTAL ON GUAM 

$13:76* 
FLAT RATE 
NO MILEAG.E 

*non discountable 

Standard Transmission 

Non Air Conditioned 

AVIS RENT A CAll 

ADVANCE RESERVATION, 
SAIPAN, TEL: 6722 

You know it, 
~~Saipan! 

Theres just one 
word for beer. 

And you know it! 

© 1976 Jos. Schlitz Brewing ea:. Milwauliee, Wis. 

JOIN US FOR A SPECIAL MENU 
OF TRADITIONAL FAVORITES. 
5 PM TO 10 PM. 
THANKSGIVING DAY. 

November 25, 1976 

COMPLETE DINNERS FROM $4.95 
WITH SPECIAL CHILDREN's 
PLATE AT HALF PRICE. 

RESERVATIONS SUGGESTED, 
CALL US AT 9814 OR 9815, 
EXT. 1 20 0 R 1 08. 



· just arrived! 

'77 Model 

DATSUN 

From the wind tunnel to the 
dragstrip, that's where this coupe 

.. seems to be going! Spectacular! 
Dashing! Daring! ):ou'll find 
your: own words of praise when 
you feast your eyes on 
the coupe of coupes ! 
Fast back. Fast action. 
The phenomenal 
DATSUN 120Y 

Remember, 
we're at 

., . 

4DoorSedan 

&OETEN MOTOR SALES 

---

OLEAI 
VILLAGE 

....._ ______________ ·---~·~··---- -----------..... 
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