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No more 4th term, Governor assures

Tinian employees cry

By Aldwin R. Fajardo

Variety News Staff
FOR THOSE who aspire for the
Commonwealth’s highestelected
office, this is good news.

Gov. Pedro P. Tenorio has an-
nounced he will not seek reelec-
tion in the 2001 general elections.

Tenorio said he has decided to
make this term his last in the gov-
ernment, brushing off specula-
tions that he may be seeking an
unprecedented fourth term in of-
fice.

“I am happy with the contribu-
tions my previous Administra-
tions had made for the CNMI and
our people. I have made a com-
mitment, this is going to be my
lest term in office. I am not seek-
ing reelection,” the governor said.

Tenorio is currently serving his

Teno to step
down in 2001

Pedro P. Tenorio

third term as CNMI chief execu-
tive. He is the oldest CNMI gov-
ernor and the only one who had
won three general elections. He
had served as governor from 1982

By Eric F. Say
Variety News Staff

shoreline.
Chmese

way out of the jungle.

earlier interview,

Alien smuggling problem
hits ‘crisis’ level on Guam

HAGATNA--A hundred more illegal immigrants were apprehended
by authorities over the weekend while entering the coast of Guam,
prompting authorities to describe the situation as “critical.”

A group of 70 was found off Ritidian point at 8 p.m. last Friday,
according to the U.S. Coast Guard.

The vessel used by the illegal aliens was spotted by the Navy
Special Operations helicopter on a routine mission.

The Navy officers spotted Chinese nationals walking along the

. Guam authorities were notified, resulting in the armrest of the 70

On Saturday morning, 30 more were captured while trekkm gtheir

The illegal aliens were taken to the Department of Corrections
where the holding area is becoming a “tent city.”

Their cases are processed at DOC through the federal court

system and then sent to INS centers on the mainland from further
asylum proceedings, Immigration officer Dave Johnston said in an

Prison officials described the situation as “‘critical.”

Continued on page 26

By Zaldy Dandan and
Haidee V. Eugenio
N Variety News Staff
§ HOUSE Speaker Diego T.
i Benavente (R-Prec. 2, Saipan)
¥ on Friday said the government
B should “remind” local residents
8 that the new law clarifying the
§ 1995 Fair Compensation Act
¥ that mandates equal wage and
§ benefit conditions for resident
workers in the private sector is

not yet in effect.

The speaker wasreactingtocon-
cerns raised by the private sector,
particularly the Hotel Associa-
tion of Northern Mariana Islands
(HANMI), that several of their
local workers are already demand-
ing for the compensation provided
under Public Laws 11-74 and 9-
71.

Benavente said the P.L. 11-74
cannot be implemented without
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to 1990.

He secured an unprecedented
third term, winning nearly 46 per-
cent of the total votes cast during
the 1997 polls. His November
1997 victory was questioned fol-
lowing claims that the CNMI
Constitutionlimits governors and
mayors to two four-year terms.

Buta later court decision stated
that the restriction on term limits
which was contained in the 1985
amendments to the CNMI Con-
stitution does not apply to the
governor’s first two terms.

A 1990 ruling by the Superior
Court allowed then Rota Mayor
Prudencio T. Manglona to seek a
third term, contending that the
constitutional amendment on the
term limit did not apply to incum

Continued on page 23

‘political harassment’

By Zaldy Dandan

Variety News Staff
TINIAN Republicans are con-
sidering filing a complaint with
the federal Equal Employment
Opportunities Commission re-
garding the alleged “political
harassment” in the Tinian
mayor’s Office, which has is-
sued a notice of termination to
21 of its employees.

Highly reliable sources in the
island’s Republican leadership
yesterday said the party’s sena-
torial candidate, Rep. Jose A.
Hocog, will also request the
House of Representatives to con-
duct an oversight investigation
of the Tinian mayor’s office.

Sources said the 21 employ-
ees whose termination will take
effect on June 1 are all Hocog
supporters. They said Mayor
Francisco M. Borja, a Demo-
crat, supports reelectionist Sen.
David M. Cing (D-Tinian) who

¢ is pitted against Hocog in the
. November 1999 midterm elec-
¢ tions.

But the mayor, in a separate

R

Francisco M. Borja

interview, denies that there is
anything “political” in the ter-
mination of the employees, who,
he added, total 19, ‘

“I'mnotevenacandidate,”he
said. “And most of these em-
ployees belong to my family.”

Borjasaidthe termination was
based on the employees' pro-
ductivity and availability of
funding.

In light of the government’s
austerity measures, he said his

Contmued on page 23

Gov. Pedro P. Tenorio and Rear Admiral Jonathan W. Greenert (COMNAVMAR) cut the ceremonial ribbon

signalling the grand opening of the new $43 million Saipan Seaport Friday. With them are First Lady Sophie

Diego T. Benavente
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Tenorio and CPA Execut/ve Director Carlos H. Salas.

the necessary regulations to be
drafted by the Attorney General's
Office (AGO).

He said once drafted, the regu-
lations will be referred to related
agencies and private sector groups
for their comments.

“The regulations have to go
through the usual process first
and only then can we implement
the law,” the speaker said.

Signed into law recently, P.L.

Photoby Aldwin R. Fajardo
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11-74 allows for the enforce- §
ment of P.L. 9-71, which man- §
dates that all benefits currently B
given to alien workers—subsi-
dized food, housing, transporta- J
tion, health insurance—should
also be provided to resident §
workers in the form of in-kind
benefits or cash equivalent. ;
The new law allows resident
workers to choose between in-
Continued on page 23 §
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India launches missile

By ARTHUR MAX
NEW DELHI, India (AP) —
India tested an upgraded version
of its intermediate-range missile
Sunday. defying appeals from the
United States to put its nuclear
program on hold to encourage
peace moves with Pakistan.

Information Minister Pramod
Mahajan told a hastily summoned
news conference the Agni II bal-
listic missile was successfully
launched from Wheeler Island off
India’seastern coast in the Bay of
Bengal. at 10 a.m. (0430gmut).

Government officials as saying
Pakistan was given advanced
wamning of the launch. under the
terms of an agreement signed in
February when Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpavee traveled
overland to the Pakistani city of
Lahore.

In Islamabad. Foreign Minister

China.

r

Test expected to ignite new tensions with Pakistan, US

Sartaj Aziz confirmed Pakistan re-
ceived the waming Saturday. He

refrained from responding further,”

but said the government would is-
sue a statement later.

Agni — which means *fire’ in
Sanskrit — was last tested five
vears ago. Along with the Prithvi
—or "Earth,” it is expected to be
the mainstay of India’s nuclear
delivery system. Either missile
also can carry conventional pay-
loads.

Mahajan said the range of the
new Agni was 2,000 kilometers
(1.240 miles). That would be one-
third longer than the earlier ver-
sion with a range of 1,500 kilo-
meters (930miles) which canstrike
targets deep inside the territory of
India’s neighbors Pakistan and

Philippine President Joseph Estrada (center) smil

es as Subic Bay Metropolitan Authority Chairman Felicito

Mahajan called it a textbook
launch.

Indian naval ships tracked the
two-stage missile as it soared into
the sky, leaving a trail of thick
white smoke. Press Trust of India
reported. International shipping and
airlines were warned to stay out of
the test zone.

The Agni underwent three ear-
lier tests, beginning in 1992. But
the Indian public had its first view
of the 20-meter (60-foot) missile
during the annual Republic Day
parade last January.

Sunday’slaunchcame | | months
after India conducted a series of
underground nuclear explosions
May | 1. and sought recognition as
a member of the exclusive club of
nuclear-armed nations. That test
prompted Pakistan to respond with

Payumo (left) and former SBMA chairman and archrival Richard Gordon shakes hands Saturday. Gordon
and Payumo figured in the dispute over the chairmanship of SBMA during the early days of Estrada’s

presidency.

Weeping townspeople pray
at East Timor massacre site

By CHRISTOPHER TORCHIA
LIQUICA, Indonesia (AP) —
The pews were empty at 6 a.m., the
hour of Sunday Mass. Then, under
the brazen stare of pro-Indonesian
militiamen. hundreds of fearful and
hesitant townspeople came to wor-
shipatthe siteof one of Eust Timor’s
worst attacks in years.

The faithful clutched

handkerchieves as well as prayer

books, weeping as they stood on
the same ground where militiamen
shot and hacked to death villagers
on Tuesday.

The tracks of blood have been
washed away and victims' bodies
taken to an unknown location.

“Sometimes we say, ‘It’s very
difficultiobelieve Jesus.” ButJesus
still loves you.” said Bishop Carlos
Belo. co-winner of the 1996 Nobel
peace prize for his efforts 1o solve
the long-running conflict in the
former Portuguese colony.

Indonesiainvaded East Timorin
1975, and violence between sup-
porters and opponents of indepen-
dence has escalated this year since
the government said it would con-

sider letting go of the territory.

Belo has estimated that at least
25 villagers accused of being sepa-
ratists diedinthe attack atthe Catho-
lic church compound in Liquica.
Residents claim army trucks took
the dead away soon after the vio-
lence ended.

Separatists accuse Indonesia’s
army and police of trying to cover-
up the extent of the killings.

The military says only five died
and denies witness accounts that it
took part in the bloodshed.

Nevertheless, official tolerance
of the militiamen was evident on
Sunday.

Police did not intervene when
members of Red and White Iron,
the militia group blamed for the
massacre. used sticks. iron bars
and stones to pound vehicles carry-
ing journalists who covered the
church service.

They smashed several car win-
dows and one taxi driver, bleeding
heavily from a head wound, was
taken to a hospital in East Timor’s
capital of Dili, 29 kilometers (18
miles) east of Liquica.

CAIRO, Egypt (AP) —
Sudanescrebelshave overruntwo
camps of the pro-government
militia, killing more than 120
militia fighters and wounding
about 300, their spokesman said
Saturday.

The battle took place Thursday
when guerrillas of the Sudan
People’s Liberation Army
stormed two camps of the [slumic

Front in the eastern province of

Blue Nile. SPLA spokesman
Yasser Arman said in a statement
faxed to The Associated Press in
Cairo, Egypt.

Arman said eight SPLA fight-
ers were killed in the attack.

The rebels killed 128 members
of the Islamic Front. wounded
another 300 members and cap-
wred huge amounts of military
equipment, Arman said.

No independent verification
was possible.

Armansaid the militia had been
laying siege to the SPLA-held
town of Ulu in eastern Sudan.

tests of its own, raising interna-
tional fears of a nuclear arms race
among the two belligerent nations.
The United States, taking the
lead inimposing international sanc-
tions against both countries, began
a diplomatic campaign to defuse
what it saw as a potential nuclear
confrontation. _ »
Washington has pressed India
and Pakistan to sign an interna-
tional test ban treaty, back away
fromdeveloping theirdelivery sys-
tems, and resolve the territorial and
other disputes that divide them.
The U.S. government scaled back
its sanctions late last year, citing
progress by India and Pakistan in
easing their nuclear tensions. Con-
gressional leaders said prior to
Sunday’s test they would seek leg-
islation continuing a temporary lift-

ing of the sanctions.

India and Pakistan have fought
three wars since the two nations
were carved from a British colony
in 1947. They skirmish almostdaily
across Kashmir. a Himalayanterri-
tory split between them that both
claim in its entirety.

The test also comes at a time of
political instability in India, with
the government facing the possi-
bility of losing its parliamentary
majority after the legislature re-
convenes on Thursday.

Akey coalitionpartnerhas threat-
ened to withdraw from the ruling
alliance, which could precipitate
the govemment’s collapse.

Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee, who came to power 13
months ago, won a burst of public
support for his government amid
the immediate euphoria of the
nuclear test.

(8 officials discussing
Kosovo peace options

DRESDEN, Germany (Reuters)
— Senior government officials of
the Group of Eight (G8) nations
will discuss peace proposals for
Kosovo during a meeting in the
east German city of Dresden on
Friday, Germandelegation sources
said.

The meeting, whichends on Sat-
urday, was originally called to pre-
pare for June’s G7 meeting in Co-
logne butGermany, currently chair-
ing the Group, is anxious to pro-
vide a forum for the West and
Russian toexchange views on how
the conflict can be ended.

The G8 group of major indus-
trial nations includes the six coun-
tries in the Kosovo Contact Group
- Germany. France, Britain, ltaly,
United States and Russia - plus
Canada and Japan.

The sources said the meeting
would look at ways to case the
plight of hundreds of thousands of
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An East Timorese parishioner cri
morning mass at the cathedral in Liquica, the site of a bloody massacre

Kosovo Albanianrefugees and dis-
cuss support forneighbouring coun-
tries trying to cope with the mass
exodusfrom the south Serbian prov-
ince.

A so-called “stability pact” pro-
posed by German Foreign Minis-
ter JoschkaFischerthat would seek
to stabilise the region by offering
the prospect of European Union

membership to Balkan countries.

would also be assessed.

The sources did not say whether
the high-ranking government offi-
cials, so-called political directors,
would also sound out whether a
full ministerial meeting of Western
powers and Russia was possible.

Such a meeting had been tenta-
tively planned for the end of this
week or beginning of next before
NATO dismissed out of hand
Belgrade’s offer of a ceasefire on
Tuesday, causing friction between
the alliance and Russia.

P

APREITRTY

where pro-Indonesian milittamen attacked separatist residents.  Ap

s Belo's

S S

g
Chees oo ST

3
o
i
g“ [
W |
[

;

vz

A

MONDAY , APRIL 12,1999 -MARIANAS VARIETY NEWS AND VIEWS-3

By Zaldy Dandan

Variety News Staff
FORMER Gov. Froilan C.
Tenorio on Friday marked his
20th year in CNMI politics by
founding the Reform Party,
adopting the white dove-"for
peace —asits symbol, and lash-
ing at the ruling Republicans for
“doing nothing” to improve the
slumping economy.

“We're witnessing history in
the making,” Tenorio told the
close to a hundred people who
attended the meeting at Garapan
Central Park.

“This is the first time that,a
third party has been organized
in the CNML,” he said. “We will
go all the way.”

Tenorio blamed the Republi-
can administration and Legisla-
re—both of which blame his
1994-98 administration for “ru-
ining” the government’s fi-
nances—for*‘not knowing” how
to “fix” the economy.

Tenoriosaidif Republicanleg-
islators “cannot fix the economy
now that they are in office why
should they run for reelection?”

Republicans, he said, are do-
ing “a lousy job” running the
government.

- “If they can’t fix the economy
now then they can’t fix it [in the
near future],” Tenorio said.

At the same time, the former
governor noted that some of his
more controversial policies that
Republicans criticized—retain-
ing a lobbyist in Washington,
D.C. and “assisting” the gar-
ment industry—are now being
openily embraced by leading Re-
publicans.

I hope the public will now
realize that what we were doing

Froilan: GOP incumbents don’t deserve to be reelected

New Party organized

Former Gov. Froilan C. Tenorio (left photo), former CUC director Ramon S. Guerrero (middle) and former

congresswoman Felicidad Ogumoro sign documents as the new Reform Party’s chairman and first and
second vice-chairpersons, respectively.

Speaker Diego T.
te. (R-Prec, 2, Saipan)

people who cast their
otes in the fast general elections
ntly did niot consider the
GOP “anti-business.” =~
‘Benavente noted that the vot-
ers. chose o' replace the: then-
Democratic administration and
epublican legislators.
e lesson there is tht e
1d always listen to what the
11 us to do, not us doing.
vhat we wantto do,” the speaker

was good,” he said.

Tenorio reiterated that to im-
prove the economy, the govern-
ment has to be “pro-business™
and strongly opposed to the fed-
eralization of the CNMI's im-
migration policies, which will
restrict the entry of alien work-
ers.

However, he said, the re-
sponse of the current adminis-
tration and Legislature to the
economic downturn is to im-
pose more restrictions on busi-
ness.

“I don’t see how these Re-
publicans can ever turn around
the economy,” Tenorio said.

The Reform Party, he vowed,
will offer “‘the real alternative™
in the upcoming November
elections by fielding acomplete
House slate on Saipan, includ-
ingacandidate against his uncle,
the incumbent Republican Sen.
Juan P. Tenorio, who is highly
favored to win a second term.

At the same time, he advised
Reform’s supporters in the gov-
ernment and the private sector
to “stay neutral” in the mean-
time, adding that he understand
why they should not openly sup-
port the new party.

The former governor, who
was the Democratic Party s titu-
lar head, was namedthe chair of
the Reform Party.

Former Commonwealth Utili-
ties Corp. executive director Ray
S. Guerrero—the Republican
campaign manager of Tenorio’s
opponent in the 1989 and 1993
elections, former governor
Lorenzol. DL Guerrero—is the
new party’s first vice chair.

Former congresswoman

Continued on page 21

Officials upbeat on new seaport

By Aldwin R. Fajardo

Variety News Stalf
A NEW seaport facility which
wasinaugurated Friday on Saipan
brings new hope for the CNMI
which is seriously looking at at-
tracting luxury cruise ships tore-
vitalize the islands’ severely
dampened tourism industry.

Gov. Pedro P. Tenorio is opti-
mistic that the $43 million infra-
structure will eventually help re-
plenish the government’s deplet-
ing coffers by stirring increased

business and economic activities
in the CNML

“The return will be in
billions...the completion of the
renovation and expansion of the
Saipan Harbor is the biggest gov-
emment project to date,” Tenorio
said during Friday's opening cer-
emonies.

The CNMI chief executive is
also upbeat on the new facility’s
inability to give CNMI a com-
petitive edge throughout the Pa-
cific Region for transshipment of

= 1 ¢ i

CPA board chairman Roman S. Palacios and Gov. Pedro P. Tenorio

present a éo/aque of appreciation to Samsung Engineering and Con-

struction

0. during the grand opening of the Saipan harbor Friday.

Photo by Aldwin R. Fajardo

cargoes tonieighboring countries.

“It will also mean faster load-
ing and unloading of cargo, elimi-
nate queuing of ships outside the
harbor, and the savings realized
will hopefully be passed on to
consumers,” he said.

Commonwealth Ports Author-
ity (CPA) board chairman Ro-
man S. Palacios noted the contri-
butions from shippers, agents,
retailers, wholesalers and import-
ers as the major factors in the
completion of the project.

“Butthe need foraportis where
the story really begins. Back in
the early 1980s, everybody in
Saipan knew we needed a port but
getting people interested in fund-
ing a new harbor — that took the
work of some very special
people,” Palacios said.

The project virtually started in
early 1980s when a study con-
ducted by CPA noted that the
existing harbor lacked some of
the majorqualities that would help
attract bigger vessels to call port
on Saipan.

A new design for the Saipan
seaport was developed in 1987 by
the Army Corps of Engineers
which also rejected a CPA re-

Continued on page 21

By Haidee V. Eugenio

Variety News Staff
WITH THE completion of the
$43 million Saipan Harbor Im-
provement Project, sea arrivals
are expected to boost CNMI’s
tourism industry, the Marianas
Visitors Authority said.

MVA Board chairman David
Sablan said cruise vessels and tour
operators will now be easier to
encourage in using Saipan harbor
whose completion has been
snagged by controversies in al-
most two decades.

“We are going to send the word
out to the people who are in the

tour business (that) they can now
make better use of the facilities
now that we are capable of han-
dling couple of cruise vessels,”
Sablan said during the unveiling
of the Saipan harbor on Friday
morning.

Sablan said the construction of
the harbor will help increase the
number of tourist arrivals into the
CNML

“Seaarrival is going toimprove
now with this. It’s a big enhance-
ment for us. We also see more
military ships to dock,” said
Sablan, adding thatitis very fortu-

Continued on page 21

Guam has new Labor chief

By Eric F. Say

Variety News Staff
HAGATNA — Former Guam
Senator James Underwood, who
has been assigned to take over the
Department of Labor (DOL), has
bared his plans for the depart-
ment.

In testimony before the com-
mittee on judiciary, public safety,
consumer protection and human
resources developmentchaired by
Sen. John Salas, Underwood said
he plans to move DOL forward

i

using technology and more coop-
eration between the public and
private sectors.

Focusing on Guam'’s alien la-
bor program, Underwood said he
will also do his best to see that
workers and contractors do not
abuse the program.

Late last year, DOL came -un-
der fire after a report on Guam’s
labor abuses was published by the
Guam Contractors Association
(GCA) which pointed out numer-

Continued on page 21

a




&MARIANAS VARIETY NEWS AND VIEWS-MONDAY- APRIL 12, 1999

A I\/Ieetlng Place For Our
Opmlons

And Yours

R By Haidee V. Eugenio

‘Milking cow’

EVERY time a legislation affecting the NMI Retirement Fund is
introduced, it often comes as a nightmare to the paying members.

Forthe first four months of the year, not only once did the Fund came
up with strong statements debunking several bills that tend to wipe out
the resources available forretirees’ pension if not within the immediate
future, then in the long-run.

And while the Fund puts its message across, it doesn’t lack the
boldness to offer alternatives or suggestions on how to best address
certain government concerns.

The Fund’s reaction to Senate Bill 11-99 is a classic case. The bill
empowers the Department of Finance to make deductions from retir-
ees’ pension checks for obligations owed to the government incurred
during the retirees’ employment with any government agency.

Instead of using retirees’ pension to pay for obligations, the Fund
said it would be better if the refunds on taxes by these people with
outstanding obligations are withheld instead.

Suffice to say. this suggestion seems easy to implement and will
prove effective.

Or.asaconditionof employment in the government, employees may
be required not to incur obligations more than their unused annual
leave. While this alternative does not address concerns with those
‘unpaying’ employees that have already retired, it will expel or de-
crease similar occurrence in the future.

Maintaining that the Fund is not like a bank where a member can
deposit and withdraw money, the Fund also warned against the passage
of Senate Bill 11-80 which would wipe out some $2 million payment
for the pension disbursement of members within a one-month period.

The bill, which allows a Fund member to borrow 25 percent of his or
her total contribution reserve to the Fund — including the interest —
is violative of the current Investment Policy Statement.

Fund members who will avail of the bill’s privilege risk their
standing with respect to creditable service because their contributions
would be used as collateral.

Insuchevent. the employee's retirement from government service is
delayed, thus prolonging the burden on the government by keeping
said employee for a longer period.

Alsoreceiving a thumbs down is Senate Bill 11-24, which provides
one vear of vested service credit in the Fund for every two years of

service on the CNMI government boards and commissions without’

having to contribute into the Fund.

Citing the supposedly voluntary nature of being appointed to boards
or commissions. the Fund stressed that the CNMI today has a pool of
qualified and dedicated individuals who are willing to serve without
compensation ($30 for the first four hours of meeting attendance) or
retirement credits.

“The proposed legislation adversely impacts the Fund as the addi-
tional service means an increase in benefits payments for a select
group,” said the Fund.

In the same vein. the Fund slammed Senate Bill 11-103 which allows
persons employed for the first time at age 55 or older — and with only
three years of contributing membership service — to qualify for
retirement.

Simply put, this bill requires the Fund to pay additional pension
sconer than the provisions of an existing law.

The Fund also cautioned lawmakers on the passage of a legislation
which aims to convert retroactive salary increases to vesting credit
service, saying it would expedite retirement eligibility to many gov-
ernment employees who have not even contributed to the Fund,
thereby impacting on funds available for benefits.

Once these bills are enacted into law, don’t be surprised if you are
unable to receive your pension by the time you need it most.

Worse, the NMI Retirement Fund may just be part of history.

The Fund’s million investments in the stock market obviously makes
it tempting to “borrow™ or "use™ its money to pay for the government’s
host of obligations to its employees. What other government-run
agencies would post more than $10 million carnings in a one-month
period?

Although the Legislature has areason for making the Fund one of the
government's milking cows, it does not give justice to ils contributing
members and the administration and investment people who are behind
the Fund’s ever-growing resources.

The Asian economic crisis was not able to erode the financial
stability of the Fund. Now, why does the government want to be the
one to ‘kill’ its own pension system?

WHEN SMALL COUNTRIES

WHEN B\G COUNTRIES
ABUSE HUMAN RIGHTS...

ABUSE HUMAN RIGHTS...

By David T. Hughes
For the Variety

Use the Net on questions on war

JUST A few short years ago our major sources of
information about what was going on worldwide
revolved exclusively around television news stories
and newspapers. Then Ted Turner begat the Cable
News Network and the world has not been the same
since.

Nowadays we still use the news media’s printed and
broadcast products, bat those of us who understand how
to use the Internet also use this resource to hear “other”
sides and voices in intemational situations.

Newspapers have a finite amount of space to which
they can devote information about what’s going on.

Toacertainextent television is the same way: They
have "X" minutes that can be used each hour.

Many times it's the SAME information regurgi-
tated hour after hour. CNN and other “All-News”
channels are pretty much the same way.

Plus, due to the myriad of editors, producers and
other gatekeepers inherent in big-time news, not all
sides have a chance for their say.

This is where the Internet shines and can help
present a well-balanced view of almost any situation.

Let’s face it — web sites of all genre are propaganda -
pure and simple. It’s in place to put the best spin possible
to the site owner’s agenda.

Never take what you read as “gospel” (unless it does
come from the Pope (grin)) and use your noggin to put
what you read into whatever perspective you pick.

Ifyou are looking forthe “official line” about the action
inKosovojustgotoany newssite - suchaswww.cnan.com,
any major broadcast network site, any major newspaper
site, news magazine sites .. in shor, any site that has
anything to do with news will be crawling with news
about what’s going on.

Don’t stop there, however. The “other side™ also has
the same say on the Internet.

Click on over to www.kosovo.com and read what the
folks of the Web Site of the Serbian Democratic Move-
ment have to say about what’s going on over there.

Look into the history of the region at
www.worldbook.com or www.cb.com.. | also sug-
gest unlimbering your favorite search engine(s) and
do a search for keywords:

« Serbia

* Yugoslavia

« Balkans

« Kosovo

» Montenegro

Other sites worth spending time on include:

» www.serbia-info.com

+ All kinds of maps are available at http://
www.lib.utexas.edu/Libs/PCL/Map_collection/

Kosovo.htm! (prepared by the CIA)

« The British Broadcasting Company has asite on
the subject at http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/
special_report/1998/kosovo/newsid_ 109000/
109883.stm

« The Military Analysis Network has an excellent
page at http://www.fas.org/man/dod-101/ops/
kosovo.htm.

« QOur nation’s official propaganda engine, the
USIA, has it’s site cranking at http://www.usia.gov/
regional/eur/balkans/kosovo/

My search using Copemic (www.copemic.com)
turned up over 300 sites related to the Kosovo crisis.

Usersofthe Intemetare fortunate because they canuse
the Al Gore’s Information Highway to gather as much
information as we wish, unfettered by editors. Please use
itandteach yourchildren that whileit’simportanttoread
newspapers and watch television news, there’s a LOT
more data available at your fingertips.

MICROSOFT UNLEASHES INTERNET
EXPLORER V

Microsoft - quietly - announced the “‘de-beta-ing”
of Internet Explorer V this past week. All of asudden
it was just “‘there” and word spread mostly through
news groups. Perhaps that’s why I didn’t have too
much trouble getting an initial download.

I encourage you to go out and upgrade your
Internet Explorer 5 if you are using 4 - OR -
Netscape. The code is a lot more compact and has
a bunch of bells and whistles - mostly in menu
areas.

The new menus will take a little getting used to
because theyre progressive.

The farther down you drag the box, the more
shows up.

Improvementshave beenmadein their NetMeeting
and Audio Player software, making them behave a
little better. Those improvements alone are worth the
download time it takes (about an hour at S6K).

MORE UPGRADES IN DIGITAL LAND

Readers who took my advice and downloaded the
Digiband digital radio software should mosey back
onovertohttp://www.digiband.com/beta4.html and
snag their version 4 upgrade.

DVD BARGAINS

If you own a DVD player it’ll be worth your time
to check out most of the major retail sites online.
Many are offering as much as 30% off. I bought
Antz, The Water Boy and Soldier for $14.95. Ship-
ping was less than state tax.

It pays to do comparison-shopping online for such
items.

R
@’
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By Haidee V. Eugenio

Variety News Staff
SAIPAN today is not just home to
prime tourist spots and garment
firms manufacturing clothing with
“Made in the USA” label, but also
of massive occupational food poi-
soning incidents, as currently por-
trayed in the Internet.

The Human rights organization
Global Exchange came up with an
articleinthe Internetentitled “Larg-
est work place food poisoning ever
recorded by OSHA found insweat-
shop garmentfactoriesonU.S. soil”
followed by a subtitle “More than
1,200sickened” and “Humanrights
group challenges U.S. retailers to
intervene.”

Among others, the human rights
group is calling on U.S. retailers to
demand that their contractors in
Saipan provide clean drinking wa-
ter and safe food following mul-
tiple food poisoning incidents in
the past weeks.

Group puts food poisoning incident in bad light online

Joseph Kevin Villagomez

“U.S. retailers can’t stand idly
by while their contractors endan-
gerthe health and safety of workers
on U.S. soil to make garments in
their name,” the report quoted
Medea Benjamin, director of Glo-
bal Exchange’s Corporate Ac-
countability Program.

The affected workers assemble

David M. Sablan

clothing for leading U.S. retailers
including the Gap, Tommy
Hilfiger,J. Crew, Target, Marvyn’s,
Filene’s, Liz Claiborne, and Polo
Ralph Lauren.

CNMI officials, as expected, are
disappointed by such portrayal of
Saipan, saying itis an orchestrated
effort by those whofiled inJanuary

Saipan sewer project nearing shutdown

By Aldwin R. Fajardo

Variety News Staff
DISAGREEMENT between the
Commonwealth Ports Authority
(CPA) and the Utilities Corpora-
tion (CUC)isthreatening toshelve
the construction of the $4.9 mil-
lion Saipan Airport Sewerline
Project.

CPA executive director Carlos
H. Salas said negotiations with
the CUC board and management
have apparently bogged down due
to differences in the payment of
additional claims made by the
project’s contractor.

*So far, CUC is not willing to

participate in the contractor’s
claim. They have to share the bur-
den of the claim. But CUC ap-
pears to be not willing to partici-
pate in the claims. And if the
contractor rejects proposal to cap
their claims to $750,000 , I am
afraid we have no other alterna-
tive but to shut down the project,”
Salas said.

CUC continues to play hard ball
in pitching for the additional
$268,000 claims made by the
project’s contractor Pacific Drill-
ing Ltd.

Utilities officials have main-
tained that the corporation should

not be made responsible for any
damages caused by CPA’s deci-
siontotemporarily stop the project
last year due to lack of funds.

*CUC has not agreed to the
restrictions on our latest meeting.
They previously said that if FAA
says CPA can only shoulder 30
percent, they would agree to un-
dertake the claim with CPA using
that allocation,” Salas said.

But he maintained thatexternal
restrictions fromthe Federal Avia-
tion Administration (FAA)allows
CPA to shoulder only 30 percent
of the total project cost, including

-By Haidee V. Eugenjo
Vanez’y News Staff

PLANS of privatizing the gov-.
,;;er‘nment run. CNMI Group

L Isurance Sl
. “These peop]e 5ust presented o
© - ushow zhey did it (pnvatxzauan)

- No'sirings attached because we
just wanted mformauon and feed-
> _ anytypeof enrollment to be able
- tocope with the CNMI ‘s internal
© financial irmoil. '

Health Secretary Joseph Kevin

- Villagomez, one of those who at-

tended the presentation, told re-

porters that the Guam representa-
' f;s were (he ones who were b=

with tﬁejpri?atiz_atioﬁblanornot,
‘Tenorio '~ have already ex-

 tion butit’s not yet final,” said
' Villagomez.

» | health insurance is a more pru-
."dent move than drastically in-

Continued on page 22

although the agencies involved
— together with Gov. Pedro P.

pressed their support to themove.
“'We are looking at every op-

vill agomez smdpnvanzma the

creasing ‘the premium rate for

COntinued on page 22

a class action lawsuit against
Saipan’s garment industry for al-
leged violation of labor laws.

Health Secretary Joseph Kevin
Villagomezsaid the reporthas 'sen-
sationalized” the food poisoning
incidents.

Saipan suffers ‘black eye’

“Theyaresensationalizingit. It’s
notasterrible as they make itsound.
If you read it, you know that it is
(made) to again attack the garment
industry and they are fabricating
all other things that are not true. It
is written by somebody who has no
knowledge of what is happening

Continued on page 22

By Ferdie de la Torre

Variety News Staff
THEGUARDIAN forone of Larry
Hillblom’s four DNA-confirmed
children has sought the disqualifi-
cation of former CNMI Supreme
Court chief justice Marty W. K.
Taylor fromsitting in the Hillblom
proceedings before the high tribu-
nal,

Antonio M. Atalig, counsel for
Milagros Feliciano, said since their
petition for a writ of prohibition
and mandamus filed in the Su-

preme Court concerns matter of
which Special Master Rexford
Kosack is involved, Taylor should
recuse himself from presiding over
the hearings.

It is clear from a reading of cer-
tain 1997 civil lawsuit that Taylor
sitting as a panel to hear the case
canreasonably be questioned since
Kosack is his (former chief justice)
legal counsel in that court action,
said Atalig on behalf of Milagros,
guardian and grandmother of
Hillblom’s daughter Mercedita.

Among the requests sought by
Milagros in the writ was the dis-
qualification of Kosack from the
girl’s guardianship proceedings.

Atalig pointed out that the law
does not require that there be any
evidence of wrongdoing on the part
of the judge or that the judge have
knowledge of any disqualifying
facts.

“Secondly, it is clear that the
outcome of the Supreme Court’s
decision on the petition for writ

Continued on page 22

COMPUTER SERVICE AND SALES

100% Pure Customer:.
o Sansfacuon' :

v 2= = Computer Service ant Seles Center

BEACH ROAD CHALAN LAOLAO (Nex! to Triple J Motors and CNM! Travel)
Phone 2356111, Fax 235-6714

... a re-awakening!
... a blast!
... a call for change!

by

GRACE CHRISTIAN
ACADEMY

e ApriL 3C (Fripay)

* May 1 (SaTurDAY)
e May 2 (Sunbpay)
7:00 pm

featuring:

FROM GRACE-TO-GRACE THEATER GROUP
GCA AUDITORIUM, NAVY HILL
.. @ musical that will steal your heart away!

_+ NECK PAIN

+ PINCHED NERVES
“+ JOINT PAIN

“« MUSCLE SPASM

« KNEE & FOOT PAIN

GNMI INSURANCE
MOYLANS
PACIFICA

* SHOULDER PAIN
* HEADACHES

U.S. LICENSED BOARD CERTIFIED DOCTORS

- 233-BACK (2225)
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By Zaidy Dandan

Variety News Staff
GOVERNOR  Pedro P.
Tenorio’s legal counsel. citing
an opinion from the Attorney
General’s Office. has said that
Rota’s legislative delegation
cannot pass a new version of
recently vetoed local environ-
mental protection bills.

A Rota legislator. who de-
clined to be identified. noted
Thursday that the governor's
legal counsel did noteven send a
copy of her letter to the delega-
tion.

The Variety learmned at the
same time that one of the Senate
legal counsel is already review-
ing the administration lawyers’
opinion.

But Rota Mayor Benjamin T.
Manglonaon Friday said he will

wyer: Rota can’t pass
vetoed local legislation

considerthe administration law-
yers’ recommendations.

In her letter to the mayor,
Juliana C. Sandvold said that
underthe CNMIsexisting laws,
the locals bills” proposals can-
not be accomplished in a local
law format.

Sandvold was referring to the
local bills that would ban all
forms of net fishing and high-
tech fishing devices between and
including Rota’sPuiiaPointand
the Coral Gardens, and estab-
lish the Pinatang Park Marine
Wildlife Reserve on the island.

Sandvold said the CNMI Lo-
cal Law Act of 1983 has re-
moved the ability of local del-
egations to create marine con-

servation areas in the jurisdic- |{.

tions and regulate fishing mat-
Continued on page 22

RFP No. 99-0013

PORT AUTHORITY OF GUAM
ATURIDAT I PUETTON GUAHAN
Government of Guam
1026 Cabras Highway
Suite 201
Piti, Guam 96925
477-5931

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

For: MANAGEMENT AUDIT

Pre-RFP Conference
Date: I\/Iav 13. 1999

Time: 2:00 p.m.

- Submission Date: May 28, 1999

Time: 4:00 p.m.

Location: PORTH AUTHORITY of GUAM BOﬂ?d Conference Room

INTERESTED PARTY MAY PICK UP RFP

FORMS/SPECIFICATIONS AT SAID ABOVE LOCATION.
#+* PROCUREMENT OFFICE 2nd Floor #+#

JOSEPH Q. CRUZ
General Manager

tion offered:

driver's license.

as required.

Guam Y6910

Law, Government of Guam,

The Department of Law, Office of the Attorney General, Prosecution Division,
pursuant to Section 3-207 of the Procurement Regulations, seeks to procure the
services of an independent contractor to provide the Department with services as a
full-time Victim Advocate. The following sets forth the general scope of the posi-

A, A contractor must have education or experience in crisis intervention coun-
seling. education or experience in criminal justice procedures and practices,
fumiliarity with Guam support service. criminal investigations and agencies.
forensic examinations and providers, as well as a current and valid Guam

B.  The term of the contruct shall be two (2) years, at a salary of $24.003.00 per
vear, plus benefits. Contractis subject to yearly renewal base on performance
and the availability of funds. The position is 100¢: federally funded.

C.  The dutics include providing assistance to victims in determining the status
of, and participation in, criminal justice proceedings; provide personal assis-
tance to all victims of crime including their families; coordinate access to
and participation with support services for counseling, act on the crime victim's
behalf vis-a-vis other social service providers and criminal justice agencies;
provide court-related services to assist crime victims in participating in crimi-
nal justice proceeding; attend educational, training and community functions

D.  Applicants for the position offered in this announcement shall set forth in
writing the applicant’s qualifications and experience relative to offered posi-
tion and shall at a minimum include a current resume.

Resumes should be sent to David S.N. Gumataotao, Program Coordinator, Office
of the Attorney General, 2-200 E, Judicial Ctr., 120 W. O"Brien Dr., Hagatna,

This ad was supported by the Victims of Crime Act grant no. 98-VA-GX-0066,
awarded by the U.S. Department of Justice and administered by the Department of

Accordzn,q to RP Consul

Federalization issue said
too complex for Filipinos

By Jojo Dass

Variety News Staff
THE ISSUE about the Clinton
administration’s federalization
bid on the CNMI is *“too compli-
cated” for Filipinonationals work-
inginthe Commonwealth todelve
into, Philippine Consul Julia C.
Heidemann said.

Heidemann said.

At the same time, Heidemann
said the Consulate is staying out
of the ongoing talks between
CNMI and federal government
representatives on the extension
of the latter’s labor and immigra-
tion laws in the Commonwealth,
explaining that the issue is an
“internal affair.”

“Filipinos are interested on their
job and not on politics. It is too
complicated for them anyway,”

Julia C. Heidemann

said Heidemann in an interview
last week.

She explained that since most
Filipinos stay in the CNMI on a
temporary basis, the issue on fed-
eralization is not in their immedi-
ate interest.

“We don’t want to have any-
thing to do with that. It is purely a
domestic issue. We don’t want to
be inthe middle of these talks about
federalization,” said Heidemann.

Heidemann said she can offi-
cially communicate on the matter
only through the US State Depart-
ment, “but what will I say ?”

Heidemann said she has been
consulted by officials regarding

how Filipinos generally feel about -

the issue on federalization.

“Ttold them, (they) may wish to
ask Filipinos, but before (they) do
so, make sure that they explain to
them what federalization is.

“For most of them (Filipinos)
who are not aware of the issue, they
think federalization means the
‘green card.” So that if you ask a

Continued on page 22

mains a responsibility of their

“PedroP. Tenono

block possibilities of them leav-
ing Saipan and illegally entering
another island.

Hiscall came following recent
reports ‘that some Chinese na-
tionals who used to work for
Saipan are illegally migrating 10
Guam. This has been the case
because employers have failed
tosendthe workersback to China,

give these workers the chance to
look for another job when their

Unfortunately, if they don’t find
any here and could not afford a

~employers, according 0 Gov _

Tenono on: Fnday mstmcted
private sector employers, espe-
cially those en*q)ioylmJ Chinese © . to.
workers, to initiate and finance © w
the mpa'matio'n of their workers -
whose permits have expired to

“One of the reason we imple-
mented. the ammnesty bill is to

employment contract expires.

51gned Iaw whlchwould glvc about

shouldnotabuse thxs newlawsince

this ‘does not strip them of their
- responsibility to send their work- -
“ers back ‘as soon as: thexr CNMI :

work permits explres :
“I want to make sure that em-
ployers remain responsible for the
repatriation of theiremployees, and
alsoforthe paymentof their wages.

if the employee has a legitimate -
case and has been awardcd wnh soC

But: he smssed that employers-

portfrom the Um!ed States Coast:ﬁ |
Guard. ‘

“More: than 300 suspected ﬁle-'
aa} Chinese immigrants have al-
ready beenarrested inGuamsince
January this year. Some of the
illegal immigrants claimed nsing
Saipan and Rota as alleaed Jumpb

Mayor pushes voluntary salary rollback

By Ferdie de la Torre

Variety News Staff
SAIPAN Mayor Jose C. Sablan
has pushed to implement a volun-
tary salary rollback among the
municipality’s employees due to
alleged deficit in personnel costs.

*“As mentioned in various staff
meetings, I plan to implement the
voluntary 10% salary rollback ef-
fective May 1, 1999 in order to
continue to provide services to
the people of Saipan,” Sablansaid.

Any employee who is not will-
ing to rollback his or her salary
will be on a seven-hour per day
work schedule, said Sablan in a

memorandum issued Wednesday
to all municipality staff.

Canice K. Taitano. president of
the Municipality of Saipan Em-
ployees Association, was reported

- as saying that employees of the

Saipan Mayor’s Office are op-
posing such salary cut.

Some employees even sug-
gested that the Public Auditor’s
Office should conduct a full-
blown audit at the Mayor’s Of-
fice.

Sablan said the Mayor's Office
is faced with $58,064 shortfall in
personnel salaries for Fiscal Year
1999 including the wages for 12

unfunded full time employees
(FTE’s) up to Jan. 29, 1999.

“Due to the Asian economic
crisis, the Commonwealth gov-
ernment is faced with the worst
economic crisis of its own since
its creation,” Sablan stated.

He explained that the CNMI
government hasimposed a 13.4%
cut for FY ’99 budget and man-
dated the Finance secretary to
withhold the Public Auditor’s fee
of 1% even if the Legislature re-
moved it from the budget.

Sablan said the total budget cut
on the Mayor’s Office is 14.4% of
the total budget or $349,417.

T e A N S A ST T A R e T R AT

e
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Poll suit reaches

By Ferdie de la Torre

Variety News Staff
THE$7.5 million lawsuit filed by
three persons against the Board of
Elections after they were alleg-
edly denied of their rights to vote
is now up in the US Court of
Appeals for the Ninth Circuit.

Assistant Atty. Gen. Robert
Goldberg filed Thursday anotice
informing the CNMI Supreme
Court that all defendants in the
case are appealing the high
tribunal’s decision to the Ninth
Circuit.

Taken for appeal is the Supreme
Court’s judgment reversing the

decisionof the trial court clearing
the BOE members from civil dam-
ages.

Goldberg filed the notice on
behalf of defendants BOE and
seven of its members.

The defendants, who all claimed
to be residents of Rota, are also
appealing the high tribunal’s de-
cision denying their petition for
re-hearing.

Danny C. Charfauros, John
Andrew Atalig, and Gina Toves
Aldan filed the lawsuit after BOE
allegedly denied their rights to
vote during the Nov. 1995 mid-
term elections on Rota.

- nity and shielded from liability

Superior Court Associate Judge
Timothy Bellas ruled, among
other things, that BOE and its
members are entitled to immu-

from civil damages in so far as
their conductdid not violate statu-
tory or constitutional rights.

Bellas said under the outdated
and unrevised election rules and
regulations that the BOE relied
upon, the Board members could
have believed that the creation of
two classes of challenged voters
was reasonable.

The Supreme Court, however,
issued an opinion last December

Robert Goldberg

: V'dlcnon ‘to condiuon its affir-

courl 'fmds 'as" unreasonable'

TUESDAY,

SATURDAY,

"CRM perrmt on

Call: 233-4000

Gontinued on page 22

PSS allowed

to termlnate_, e

By Louie C. Alonso

Variety News Staff
THE BOARD of Education has
authorized the Public School
System toissue termination no-
tices to certain employees if in
90 days it fails to secure fund-
ing for payroll.

PSS has been allowed to write
an addendum to employees’
contracts, notifying them of the
possibility of the contract’s ter-
mination if no money arrives in
90 days.

PSS recently invoked the 90-
day notice because contracts
were expiring for some non-cer-
tified on May 24 and certified
personnel on June 18.

PSS regulations allow PSS to
notify employees 90 days be-
fore the contract expires, if it
does not intend to renew the
contract.

The regulation requiring no-
tices was adopted to give em-
ployees advance notice so job
searches could be planned, PSS
legal counsel Tim Connor.

“The effect was quite oppo-
site. Employees were upset,

Continued on page 8

AS TEMPERATURE RISES... [ , _ ‘
WE coo'— DOWN OUR PRICES! We send onr CARRIER to rescue vou from this swar.

Lers cooled off from Waring Hear & Warm air

LIMITED |

9th Circuit

reversing the decision of the trial
court.

“We do not believe that mem-
bers of the BOE were entitled to
qualified immunity,” said the de-
cision signed by Special Judges
David A. Wiseman and Jane
Mack.

The judges said BOE violated
the plaintiffs’ right to Equal Pro-
tection and equal access to the
ballot.

The high tribunal’s opinion will
allow the lawsuit to continue in
the trial court for further proceed-
ings.

INTRODUCTORY SESSIONS

APRIL 13,

a:10 PRM.

and

APRIL 17

10:45 A.M.

GOLDS GYM

or 322-5540

SPACE

Carrier HOTLINE

233-C00L
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| * Slim Package
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Police applicants take
English proficiency test

By Rene P. Acosta

Variety News Staff
CANDIDATES for the police
service yesterday took the man-
datory teston English proficiency
whichis part of the hiring require-
ment and series of tests prepared
by the Department of Public
Safety.

The placement test for appli-
cants will go until tomorrow,
according to Charlene Sablan,
officer in charge for training and
development.

Sablan said 175 persons had
submitted applications when DPS
announced early last month the
vacancy for 45 additional posi-
tions for law enforcers and 10

prison guards for the Division
of Corrections.

Sablan said the application for
corrections officers started last
April 5 and will end on April
20.

Of the 45 to be hired, 10 will be
sentto Tinian and 10 toRota. The
rest will be assigned on Saipan.

Sablan said that the applicants
must pass the English test to
qualify for the next round, which
is the agility test.

Sablan said the applicants must
have a percentage higher than 93
in order to qualify for the agility
test.

The final round is the inter-

view.

OLD ISLANDER HOTEL,
GARAPAN
7 CALL 233-7480

CAFE
TEX-MEX FOOD 12 AL TR 0 15

X MEX‘ & SlIEAI(S X "
- '.I
Ex I I oo-

LUNCH MEND

FREE DELIVERY IF YOU
ORDER FIVE (5)
LUNCHES

Sandwich of the week: Angus Roast Beef'tm Thinly sliced roast

beef served on a hoggie roll, with your choice of either French Fries, or Beer
Battered Onion Rings, $7.00

MoNDAY

.- TUESDAY:

PORK LOIN ALA POBRE (SPANISH) WiTH MASHED POTATOES

A PAN FRIED BONELESS BREADED CHICKEN .
8 WEDNESDAY .| 60z TOP SIRLOIN STEAK (US ANGUS BEEF) . .
- THURSDAY: INDIAN BEEF CURRY 'WITH RICE AND CONDIMENTS
.FRIDAY: | -MIXICAN FISH:IN FOIL ) -

ALL OF THE ABOVE ARE PRICED AT $7.50 AND INCLUDE FRESH TORTILLA CHIPS. HOMEMADE
SALSA AND BOTTOMLESS ICED TEA. SOFT DRINKS ARE $3.00 a glass and include a CARAFE.

FLASH!! New item on the menu, Air-Flown Maine Lobster served
with a baked potato, French Fries, or Onion Rings Drawn Butter,
Garlic Toast & Corn on the Cob. 1.5 pound Maine Lobster only $24.95

Try it with one of our sugardock U.S. Imported “Certified Angus Beeftm Steaks.
Ask your service person for our special price. This item will only be served on
Fridays, Saturdays, & Sundays While supplies last!!!

Remember: Living Well, Is The Best Revenge!
PS: Every Monday is Taco Day!! Beef Tacos $1.00 each!!!

By Rene P. Acosta

Variety News Staff
FORMER Rep. Stanley Torres
has accused Police Commis-
sioner Charles W. Ingram Jr.
of lying when the latter did not
reveal his previous connection
to the company being consid-
ered by the government to build
the new jail.

Torres wrote to Gov. Pedro
P. Tenorio asking him to look
into the background of the Ha-
waii-based Wackenhut Corp.,
which is being endorsed by a
resolution filed by Rep. Frank
Cepeda.

The resolution filed at the
House urges the goveror to
award the contract to
‘Wackenhunt.

Torres said Ingram did not
disclose his association with
the company prior to his con-
firmation as commissioner on
March 13, 1998 when he filed
his Statement of Financial In-
terest.

The commissioner was not
available for comment.

Torres also said it was not
true that Ingram served as a
consultant only for one month

over Wac

Torres raps Ingram
enhut links

5000

Stanley Torres

on March 1997, since he had seen
him more than once with the
company's officials. '

In an earlier interview, Ingram
said he was hired by Wackenhut
as a consultant for one month
when the company’s officials
were on a marketing visit to
Saipan.

The company’s officials were
alsoformer Hawaiian policemen,
he said.

Torres identified Ingram’scom-
panions as Glenn K. Kawamura,
the development representative,
and District Manager Robert
Chang.

Cepeda’sresolutionis “endors-
ing Wackenhut as contractor” for

Charles W. Ingram

the project.

Torres in his letter to the gov-
ernor, said although the resolu-
tion was revised to change the
word “urges” to*‘supports”, still
“we can see writings on the wall
all over the Capitol Hill.”

The amendment has also de-
leted the word, “the project
should be awarded to
Wackenhut.”

“The powerful force from the
outside interest has corrupt(ted)
the minds of some of the cabinet
members of the CNMI, with total
disregard of the existence of the
CNMI Government Code of
Ethics,” Torres said in his letter
to Tenorio.

@:ummunmealtb Oﬂnhnes @urpnr&tmn

Governor Pedro P. Tenorio and Lt. Governor Jesus R.
Sablan, through the Commonwealth TUtilities
Corporation Board of Directors, hereby give Notice that
the Commonwealth Utilities Corporation will hold
public hearings concerning its proposed new electric rate
schedule, as published in the January 18, 1999,
Commonwealth Register, Volume 21, Number 01. The
schedule is as follows:

1. Monday, April 19, 1999, 7:.00 PM
Tinian: Tinian Gymnasium

2. Wednesday, April 21, 1999, 7:00 PM
Rota: Rota Health Center Cafeteria

3. Friday, April 23, 1999, 7:00 PM
Saipan: Multi-Purpose Center, Susupe

Written comments should be submitted to the CUC
Administration office, on the 3rd floor of the Joeten
Dandan Building, Saipan, no later than 4:30 PM on
Friday, April 23, 1999.

/sfJUAN S. DELA CRUZ Date:
Board Chairman April 8, 1999

GGTA celebrates its
25th anniversary

Variety News Staff
HAGATNA — The Guam Tele-
phone Authority (GTA)celebrates
its 25th anniversary this week
closertoits goal of attracting more
foreign investors to Guam by ex-
tolling the advantages of Guam’s
telecommunications and empha-
sizing the island’s role as a ma-
jor gateway to Asia.

By theend of 1999, GTA fore-
casts that more than $260 mil-
lion in telecommunications in-
frastructure improvements will
be completed through local and
off-island contractors.

According to GTA, Guam pos-
sesses the most advanced tele-
communications infrastructure
and systems in the region because
the island sits at the nexus of the
Pacific’s underwater fiber optics
cabling network, making Guam a
telecommunications hub for nu-
merous intemational providers.

Moreover, the implementation
of Feature Group D paved the
way for Guam to have aU.S. area
code and be included in the do-
mestic rate integration patterns of
the United States.

“All these enable Guam to be-
come a full service telecommuni-
cations hub in the Pacific. While
the island’s advanced local tele-
communications system pro-
vides the basis for international

giants to operate here already,
there is plenty of room for ex-
pansion in this industry,” GTA
stressed.

With the rapid movement of
major American companies into
the Pacific Rim areas (especially
Vietnam, Malaysia, Indonesia,
Philippines and China), GTA
believes Guam is the prime lo-
cation for major firms who rely
heavily on advanced telecom-
munications.

Also, Guam has become an
ideal location for interested
companies wishing to do busi-
ness from U.S. soil with most
Asian countries because Guam’s
rich ethnic population provides
a readily available employee
pool to meet language require-
ments in most Pacific Rim coun-
tries.

GTA adds that Guam’s stra-
tegic location, continuing mod-
ernization, ever growing infra-
structure and its ability to meet
the strategic needs of its people,
make it a more suitable location
for major international, national
and regional companies desir-
ing a presence in the Western
Pacific Rim.

The opening ceremony for
GTA Week will be held today
10 a.m. at the GTA Main Office
in Upper Tumon.

PSS.

Continued from page 7

Exercise, not necessarily to lose
weight, but to enhance circulation.

alarmed and suspicious of the
administration’s motives de-
spite written assurances that
notices were technical require-

ments,” Connor said in a pro-
posal.

Atlast week’s board meeting,
PSS budget officer Bill Matson
said if PSS gets the funding,
then there would be no need to
implement the provision.

Nominations
‘'sought for Red
Cross Board

THE NORTHERN Mariana Is-
lands Chapter of the American Red
Cross is currently soliciting nomi-
nations for the Board of Dlrectors
for the chapter.

Nomination forms are available
viafax by calling the chapter office
at 234-3459.

The nomination forms can also
be picked up at the Red Cross of-
fice on Airport Road, Monday
through Friday 8 am to 5 pm.

The NMI chapter is looking for
Board Membercandidates with the
following criteria:

» Candidates who represent eth-
nic and gender diverse populations
in the CNMI,;

+ Candidates with an ability to
influence others to support the Red
Cross with their time and talents;

« Candidates with an ability and
willingnesstocontribute tothe Red
Cross and ask others to contribute.

Allnominations will be reviewed
by the NMI Chapter Board Devel-
opment/Nominating Committee
for those which meet the specific
needs of the Board of Directors.

The committee is expecting five
vacancies in May 1999 on its nine-
teen member Board of Directors.

“Being a Board member is an
excellent opportunity to serve the
community, to expand my own
experiences and to feel good about
myself,” said Board of Directors
Chair Jocelyn Guerrero.

“The experience [ have had as a
Board Member and then chair has
allowed me to challenge my limits
and to work with a group of people
withsimilar interests in helping the
community.”

All nominations need to be re-

. turned to the chapter office no later

than April 20, 1999.
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McPhetres: NMC produced
good number of graduates

By Rene P. Acosta

Variety News Staff
SAYING that the Northern
Marianas College is not just a
degre-granting institution. NMC
President Agnes McPhetres re-
ported that the college has pro-
duced a good number of success-
ful graduates.

McPhetres. who is scheduled
to retire in December, said NMC
not only grants diploma but also
seeks to address the economic
development needs of the NMI
by offering various economic
programs.

McPhetres cited as example
NMC’s programs on liberal arts,
nursing, and law enforcement
which have produced good law-

Agnes McPhetres

yers and government leaders.
McPhetres said that since its
establishment in 1981, the liberal
arts, whichis the largest academic
program, has awarded a total of

861 students with associate de-
gree; 473 of whom have success-
fully completed four-year courses
at off-islands colleges and uni-
versities.

For nursing, the school has
passed 32 full time nurses and 64
nursing assistants since 1989; 11
nurses are set to graduate next
month. In 1989, only three stu-
dents graduated.

During school year 1997-98,
McPhetres said about 1,900 stu-
dents have enrolled in credit
courses, and about 4,000 people
were administered with services,
workshops, and courses under the
community, continuing, and adult
education as well as from the ag-
riculture and life sciences.

Palau state expedites CIPs

By MALOU L. SAYSON

For the Variety
NGARCHELONG (Palau Ho-
rizon) — The Ngarchelong State
government is under tremendous
pressure to implement its long
pending capital improvement
projects (CIP) before the funds
appropriated by the Congress are
reverted to the national coffer.

Three important projects worth
$30.000. however, were already
completed. giving boost to the
staggering fishery industry in the
area.

Vice President Tommy
Remengesau. Jr. inhis visitto this
state, lauded the initiative of
Ngarchelong Gov. Tobias F.
Aquon of implementing projects
which could serve as support sys-
tems or growth boostertothe state
economy.

In his address to the
Ngarchelong folk during the in-
auguration of the boat ramp
project. Remengesau said the gov-
ernment shall always be in sup-
port of projects which will not
only contribute to the state but
also to the national economic
srowth.

The vice president stressed that
state governments should imple-
mentCIPs which shall be comple-
mentary to and supportive of the
national CIP projects such as the
53-mile compact road around

By Louie C. Alonso

Variety News Staff
THE Board of Education has re-
pealed its Procurement Rule as it
has been preempted by the new
Public Employee Legal Defense
and Indemnification Act.

Public School Sytem’s Legal
Counsel Tim O’ Connor presented
the procurement rule proposal to
the board during a regular meet-
ing at Oleai Elementary School
Thursday night.

The Act, he said, allows the
government to defend an em-
ployee and exonerate him if he
could show that he acted in good
faithwhen he dealt with a transac-
tion.

It is also required that the em-
ployee has not acted despite the

BOE repeals procurement rule

Babeldaob.

The three projects so far com-
pleted include a concrete road
connected to the dispensary cost-
ing $15,000 and the boat ramp
and another concrete road con-
nected to the dock, both worth
$15,000 or a total of $30,000.

These projects, according to
Aquon, will definitely boost the
local fishery industry consider-
ing the increased docking capac-
ity of the area, enough space to
accommodate cold storage for fish
andeasy access for people to trans-
port their harvests or goods to the
vending place.

Aquon also noted of another
on-going CIP project, the con-
struction of the Headstart School
Building at a cost of $70,000.
“{1t’s] 60 percent towards comple-
tion,” Aquon said as he projected
that the project will be completed
in the middle of this month.

The state government has yet to
implement five other CIP projects
which have been pending since
the previous administration.

These include the construction
of the capitol building with a
project cost of $180,000 and a
flush toilet for elementary school
worth $80,000 or a total of
$200,000.

The building of playground and
youth facilities, according to
Aquon, will fetch another

knowledge of actual fraud, actual
malice or willful criminal mis-
conduct.

“With the prospectof being vic-
timized by the harsh rule, em-
ployees at PSS sometimes para-
lyzed procedures by sometimes
refusing to sign documents for
fear that CNMI funds will not be
available or for other reasons
wherein employees have con-
cluded that they cannot predict
future events,” O'Connor said in
his proposal to the board.

Connor said the procurement
rule does not allow employees to
escape its consequences ifemploy-
ees act in good faith“but it decided
in retrospect that the technical as-
pect of some of the obscure rules
are violated by the court.”

$70,000.

The state government is also
stepping up efforts to start the
construction of three major docks:

Continued on page 22
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@A FREE enhanced cellular service — use it now/!
©No roaming fees on any of your calls from Guam.

@Use only one cellular number on both islands.

SAIPANCELL

COMMUNI CATI ONS

The Choice is Clear.

Formerly Saipan Cellular & Paging. Call 235-PAGE for more information.
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Hundreds of Saipan students attended last Saturday’s Teen Sympo-

sium hosted by Teen Voice in Action. Photo by Louie C. Alonso

Hano, Hiroki
& Hano, Kasumi

Kageyama, Yasuhiko
& Kageyama, Yuko

Suzuki, Akira
& Suzuki; Aki

Nobumitsu, Hiroko
& Nobumitsu, Kisugi

Yorita, Masaki
& Yorita,Junko

By Louie C. Alonso

Variety News Staff
PRIVATE and public school stu-
dents gathered at the Hyatt Re-
gency Hotel last Saturday for the
Teen Symposium organized by
the Teen Voices in Action.

The organization has the goal
of educating and empowering
Saipan’s young people and mak-
ing them of the challenges facing
the youth.

The symposium, which ap-
pointed teens to educate fellow

teens, provided a venue for teen-
agers to share experiences and
creative way of dealing withthem.
Among of the challenges fac-
ing today’s youth are the ethnic
diversity in the community, eco-
nomic hardships. drug abuse, pre-
marital sex and teen parenting.
The Department of Public
Health also discussed teen sui-
cide, sexual violence, HIV, preg-
nancy and hallucinogenic drugs.
The symposium’s theme,
*Unity in Diversity: Be part of the

The Around the Islands section covers community stories,
local events, and cultural activities. Should you have a
story you would like o share, or an event that needs fo

be covered, contact Laila at 234-6341

osium a success

solution.”

The symposium called teens
and young adults to unite in cel-
ebrating the diversity of the Com-
monwealth by analyzing present
teen challenges and responding
to the challenges through actions.

Eventsponsorsinclude the First
Lady’s Vision Foundation, De-
partment of Public Health, Stu-
dent Leadership Council of Pa-
cific Resources for Educationand
Learning and some private do-
nors.

By Louie C. Alonso

Variety News Staff
AFTER a very successful de-
but performance on Saipan last
year, Hyatt Gilligans decided
to bring the band called The
Blocks back on the island to
swing all dance and music en-
thusiasts once more.

Gilligans formally welcomed
the band afterreplacing the Beat
Culture band.

Members of the band include
Shareluck ‘“‘Shucks™ Avenido
(male vocals), Levi G.
Aniversario, Jr (bass guitar),
Jose Reambonanza (keyboard),
Angelo Ross M. Dela Cemna
(lead guitar), Jimmy Palmos
(drummer) and its new female
vocalist Sheila Tan.

Barely a week in Gilligan’s,
the band brought back its fol-
lowers in their dancing shoes
again and gained some new
fans, too.

The band started in Cagayan
De Oro, a province in the south-
ern part of the Philippines in

The Blocks back at Gllllgans

B

The Blocks: Back after hiatus

early 90’s.

They also won prestigious rock
band competitions in Manilasuch
as the Battle of the Bands in 1994
and San Miguel Beer Rock Festin
1995.

The Blocks also played in well-
known hotels and bar joints in
Manila.

“Members of the band has al-

ready traveled indifferent Asian
countries such as in Malaysia,
Burma, Taiwan and China to
play music.

The band, who is known for
playing rock music, has also a
wide range of repertoire.

- They can play top 40°s music,
blues and sentimental ballads.
Continued on page 22
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The Around the Islands section covers community stories,
local events, and cultural activities. Should you have a
story you would like to share, or an event that needs fo

be covered, contact Lailaat 2%6&1

Cono condemns child abuse

By Louie C. Alonso

Variety News Staff
ABOUT a hundred supporters
participated in Saturday's mo-
torcade rally commencing the
celebration of Children Abuse
and Neglect Awareness Month.

The motorcade, participated
in by 40 vehicles, started at 9
a.m.

Spearheaded by the Division
of Youth Services, the rally was
graced by the presence of Gov.
Pedro P. Tenorio, Saipan Mayor
Jose C. Sablan, Sec. Thomas
Tebuteb from the Department
of Community and Cultural
Affairs and DYS chief Eloise
Furey.

Blue ribbons and balloons
were distributed during the
event.

The Department of Public

Safety provided security assis-
tance.

The motorcade ran from
Susupe reaching Tanapag and
San Roque.

Furey said the event is also
being celebrated in Tinian and
Rota.

One of the highlights of this
year’s celebration is the fund-
rasing activity called Penny
Drive in each school.

Proceeds from the Penny

. Drive, Furey said, will be used

for the expenses that govern-
ment cannot shoulder such as
providing care for foster chil-
dren.

Other activities include
poster-making contest, distribu-
tion of blue ribbons, buttons,
and all flyers to schools, gov-
ernment and private offices.

Neglect Awareness Month last Saturday morning.

Motorists join the Blue Ribbon Motorcade spearheaded by DYS for the kick-off event of Child Abuse and

Photo by Louie C. Alonso

Humanities Council

By Louie C. Alonso

Variety News Staff
THE NORTHERN Marianas
Council for the Humanities will
be sponsoring another NMI His-
tory Institute seminar for teachers
on April 17 at the Pacific Garde-
nia conference room.

The seminar will be conducted
in four Saturday sessions cover-
ing the history of the Northern
Marianas and its people.

According to coordinator Sam
McPhetres, the History Teacher’s
Institute is aimed primarily at so-
cial studies teachers at all levels

both in public and private schools.

McPhetres said graduate col-
lege credit can be earned by at-
tending the full series and it may
counttoward certification require-
ments for the Public School Sys-
tem.

Each session will focus on a
particular period in history.

The first session will tackle the
geological development of the
Western Pacific basin and how it
influenced island settlements.
Scheduled to speak are Dr. Rich-
ard Randall, geologist of the Uni-
versity of Guam, Dr. Lawrence

sponsors seminar for teachers

Cunningham, UOG’s anthropolo-
gist, who will discuss migratory
movements and the eventual
settlement in the Marianas.

The April 25 session will inter-
pret the Marianas History from
the points of view of geneticist,
linguist and archaelogist.

Renowned genetics specialist
Dr. Koji Lum of the Institute of
Statistical Mathematics in Tokyo
who did an extensive research on
origins of Pacific Islanders
through DNA research and wrote
extensively on the topic will
handle a public forum.

Dr. Rosalind Hunter-Anderson,
anexperienced archaelogistin the
Marianas and Micronesia will be
part of the presentation while
Northern Marianas College So-

cial Studies specialist James
Vincent will discuss the linguis-
tic aspects of the historical re-
search in Micronesia.
Continued on page 22

responsible contractors.

Northern Mariana Islands

RETIREMENT FUND

INVITATION TO BID

NMIRF 99-005

The Northern Mariana [slands Retirement Fund Board of Trustees is soliciting bids for the Construction of the Northern
Mariana Island Retirement Fund Building. Tinian, Commonweaith of the Northern Mariana Islands.

Sealed Bids. in one (1) original and one (1) duplicate, will be accepted in the Office of the NMI Retirement Fund,
Capitol Hill, Saipan until 2:00 p.m. Wednesday, May 19, 1999 at which time and place the bids will be publicly opened
and read aloud. Any bids received after the above time will not be accepted under any circumstances,

A bid bond of fifteen (15%) of the total bid price must accompany the bid. This security may be Certified Check,
Cashier’s Check, or Bid Bond made payable to the NMI Retirement Fund.

Specifications and Plans of the project are available on or after April 19, 1999 at the office of the NMI Retirement Fund,
Capitol Hill, Saipan. A non-refundable payment of Three Hundred Fifty ($350.00) dollars is required for cach set;
Checks should be made payable to NMI Retirement Fund.

Pre-Bid conference for this project will be held at 10:00 a.m. on Friday, April 30, 1999, at the NMI Retirement Fund
conference room, Saipan MP 96950.

The bidder is required to submit with the proposal i copy of the business permits in compliance with the licensing laws
of the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands,

The apparent low bidder will be required to submit information sufficient for the NMI Retirement Fund to make a
responsibility determination as required by Section 3-301 of the Procurement Regulations. Awards will be made only to

All bid documents received shall be the sole property of the Northern Mariana Islands Retirement Fund with the excep-
tion of bid bonds, certified check or cashier’s check which will be retumned to the bidders in accordance with the
specifications sections entitled instruction to Bidders subsection 5, Bid Guarantee.

/S/ FRED F. CAMACHO
Acting Administrator
NMI Retirement Fund

The NMI Retirement Fund reserves the right to reject any or all bids and to waive any imperfection in the bid proposal
in the interest of the Northern Mariana Islands Retirement Fund.

/S/ VICENTE C. CAMACHO

NMI Retirement Fund Board of Trustees

Chairman

Guam Memorial Hospital Authority
Aturidat Espetat Mimuriat Guahan
850 Gov. Carlos Camacho Road
Oka, Tamuning, Guam 96911

Tel. 647-2444 or 647-2330
Fax: (671) 649-0145

PUBLIC NOTICE

GUAM MEMORIAL HOSPITAL
AUTHORITY
COMMUNITY STRATEGIC
PLANNING SESSION

On Friday, April 16, 1999, the Guam
Memorial Hospital Authority will host a
community stategic planning session. The
Public is invited to attend and participate
in the development of the Guam
Memorial Hospital’s Stategic Plan for
FY2000-2003. This planning session will
be held in the GMH Cafeteria at 5:30 p.m.
All interested residents are welcome and
encouraged to attend. For further
information please contact the GMHA
Planning Department at 647-2221.

/s/Tyrone J. Taitano
Hospital Administrator
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Bill vs pyramid scheme hit

By MALOU L. SAYSON

For the Variety
KOROR (Palau Horizon) — As
he supports the legalization of gam-
bling in this country, this outspo-
ken political leader strongly op-
posesthe passage of a proposed bill
which seeks to prohibit so-called
“pyramid scheme™ following com-

plaints of several private individu-

als about the sale of certificates in

a scheme called “Pentagono.”
Senator Joshua Koshiba told

Palau Horizon that he will dis- _

agree with whoever introduces the

bill and whoever agrees to pass it

against the “'Pentagono™ scheme.
Koshiba has two paramountrea-

sons for opposing the proposed
bill. First, he said, itis unconstitu-
tional to limit the right of a person
to decide on what to do with his
ownmoney; and second, opposing
it would mean blocking free enter-
prise in this country.

He challenged Senate Commit-
tee on Judiciary and Governmental

Affairs Chair Santos Olikong, who
introduced Senate Bill No. 5-304,
last Feb. 16, toadebate on the floor.

The proposed bill seeks toamend
17 PNC by adding a new section
3008 which calls for imposition of
penalties to include a maximum of
five-year imprisonment or a fine
not to exceed $10,000, or both, to

any person who contrives, prepares,
sets up, proposes or operates the
“pyramid scheme.”

Olikong has strongly fought
against any scheme for the disposal
ordistributionof property whereby
a participant pays a valuable con-
sideration for the chance to receive

Continued on page 22

A first hand account

Office of the Governor
Saipan, MP 96950

Project
Purpose

Location

Federal Funds

F

4:30 P.M.

period.

~/

/s/Pedro I 0—-—
Governor

COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS
NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS

AMENDED

PUBLIC NOTIGE

NOTICE OF FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT
AND NOTICE OF INTENT TO REQUEST RELEASE OF FUNDS

Government of the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands
Tel. (670) 664-2000

This Notice shall satisfy two separate but related procedural requirements for activities to be under
taken by the Government of the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands.

T ELEASE OF

On or about March 24, 1999 the Government of the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands
will submit a request to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) for the re-
lease of Federal Funds under Title 1 of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974 (PL 93-
383) for the purpose of the following project:

: Tinian Community Center
: Construction of a Multipurpose Community Facility

: Tinian, Commonwealth of Northern Mariana Islands, Saipan, MP.

: Federal Community Development Block Grant will finance 100%
percent of $350,000.00 of the total cost of the project.

I F I

The Government of the Northern Mariana Islands has determined that the project will have no signifi-
cant impact on human environment. Therefore, an Environmental Impact Statement under the Na-
tional Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969 is not required. Additional project information is con-
tained in the Environmental Review Record (EER) on file at the Northern Marianas Housing Corpora-
tion (NMHC) Central Office in Garapan, Saipan and may be examined or copied weekdays 7:30 A M. to

PUBLI ME

Any individual, group, or agency disagreeing with this determination or wishing to comment on the
project may submit written comments to the Northern Mariana Housing Corporation (NMHC), P.O.
Box 514 Central Office in Garapan, Saipan. All comments received within Fifteen days or by April 16,
1999, will be considered by the Government of the Northern Mariana Islands prior to submission of a
request of funds. Comments should specify which Notice they are addressing.

RELEASE OF FUNDS

The Government of the Northern Mariana Islands certifies to the U.S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development (HUD} that the Government of the Northern Mariana Islands in its and the Gov-
ernor Pedro P. Tenorio consents to accept the jurisdiction of the Federal Courts if an action is brought to
enforce responsibilities in relation to the environmental review process and that these responsibilities
have been satisfied. The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) acceptance of
the certification satisfies its responsibilities under NEPA and allow the Government of the Northern
Mariana Islands to use Program funds.

OBJECTION TO RELEASE FUNDS

The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) will accept objection to its release of
funds and the Government of the Northern Mariana islands certification for a period of fifteen days
following anticipated submission date or its actual receipt of the request (whichever is later only if it is
on one of the following bases: (a) the certification was not execution by the Certifying Office of the
Government of the Northern Mariana Islands; (b) the Government of the Northern Mariana Islands
has omitted a step or failed to make a decision or finding required by HUD regulations at 24 CFR Part
58; (c) the grant recipient has incurred cost not authorized by 24 CFR Part 58 before approval of the
release of funds by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD); or (d) another
Federal agency acting pursuant to 40 CFR Part 1504 has submitted a written finding that the project
is unsatisfactory from the standpoint of environmental quality. Objections must be prepared and sub-
mitted in accordance with the required procedures (24 CFR Part 58) and shall be addressed to U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), Honolulu Area Office, Seven Waterfront Plaza,
500 Ala Moana Boulevard, Honolulu, Hawaii 96813-4918. Potential objectors should contact the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) to verify the actual last day of the objection

By MALOU L. SAYSON

For the Variety
KOROR (Palau Herizon) —
For a stranger, sensing a commo-
tionatthe temporary K-B Bridge,
to stop, ask what was happening
andactonimpulsetosaveaman’s
life, it's something that could not
just be ignored.

Little heroes do exist, per-
forming small miracles that un-
expectedly create big changes in
our lives. I, together with other
friends, was a witness to that
miracle in the early evening of
Easter Sunday.

The “little” hero happened to
be the 25-year old newly-ap-
pointed Ngatpang Gov. Mason
Whipps. '

Whipps was on his way home
to Koror after a day’s hard work
at the Surangel & Sons’ marina
project site over the K-B Bridge
area in Airal. It was twilight’s
final hours, and people lining up
bothsides of the temporary bridge
to fish started to increase innum-
ber.

I just took off my sandals,
placed the white canvass on the
steel ramp at the right side of the
bridge [towards Koror], and
started making the initial sketch
of a night scenery, when Jake,
. who was at my left side fishing,
saw a white car inched closely to
aman standing at the upper por-
tion of the bridge, also fishing.

At my right side was Eileen,
our business reporter, sitting be-
side Romy, our camera man.
Eileen, Romy and Jake, our
printer, for the first time went out
fishing at the K-B Bridge to cap
the Easter Sunday celebration. In
fact, they just transferred from
the left to the right side of the
bridge [going to Koror] since
their lines often got entangled
under due to the strong current.

Jake witnessed the whole inci-
dent. But, he failed to get the
plate number of the car. He saw
the man sitting beside the driver
stretched out his arm and pushed
the unsuspecting guy. The guy
lost his balance and fell off the
bridge.

When Iturnedto look atwhat’s
happening, I saw the guy franti-
cally trying to keep afloat while
shouting, “help me! help me!”
Acting on impulse I got up and
waved at a vehicle coming up the
ramp. It was a pick-up driven by
aChinese guy who willingly took
me to the nearest store where I
can make an emergency call.

Thenext car following the pick

Governor saves
man’s life at K-B

.uncle’s boat with a key in it, he

up happened to be driven by Gov.
Whipps who stopped and que-
ried what was the commotion all
about. Eileen told him that some-
body was pushed off the bridge
and that he doesn’t know how to
swim. A

Whipps turned his car around
and drove back to the marina
project site where a few boats
were docked.

On my side, we failed to track
down the suspected vehicle.
Eileen followed me at the police
station, but I stopped at the
Topside Mobil gas station where
Iplaceda911 call. Inamatter of
few minutes, I saw the police car
rushing towards Airai.

When I got back to the scene, I
was relieved to find that the guy,
identified later as Alejandro
Caraig, 59, had been saved and is
alive and well. The police were
there tooand gota few statements
fromme.

Caraig, according to his wife,
Mely, 59, thought it was the end
for him. He had resigned to
accepting death that he offered
his life to God. Caraig happensto
be a faithhealer.

My friends and I were shaking
in disbelief that this “inhumane
thing” could just happen. All
four of us went home nervous
about the whole incident and were
not able to get a good sleep that
night.

The following day, Eileen and
I went back to the marina project
site. There we saw Gov. Whipps
busy giving instructions to his
workers.

“Tdid whatIcould. I was at the
right place, at the right time,” he
told us. For Whipps, it was just a
streak of luck that the victim was
saved from drowning.

He said were it not for his

could have lost those precious
minutes to save Caraig’s life.

“If I got there a little bit later,
{he] could not have made it,”
Whipps said. He noted that the
victim was already too weak to
reach out for the boat and that he
had to be pulled up by Eric
Oiterong, one of governor’s em-
ployees, to get on board.

For the family of the victim, it
was amiracle, atimely Easter gift
for them.

Forus witnesses, it was not just
a matter of luck. :

It’s the human heart working at
its best, doing the little miracles
that make life on earth more hu-
mane.
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Elsewhere in the Pacific
Samoans prepare for
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Flag Day celebrations

APIA (Pacnews) — Samoa is
preparing to send a large delega-
tion, includingentertainers, to par-
ticipate in neighbouring Ameri-
can Samoa’s Flag Day celebra-
tions.

The Samoan Government an-
nounced this week that entertain-
ers from the villages of Moataa
and Lepa in Upolu Island, and
Sataua and Sagone in Savaii, had
been chosen to represent Samoa
at the celebrations.

The delegation will depart for
American Samoa on board the
inter-island ferry Lady Naomi at

the weekend.

Performances at the American
Samoa Flag Day celebrations of-
ten result in a financial windfall
for villages from the neighboring
independent state, where the value
of the US dollar is rarely below
double the value of Samoa’s Tala.

Lastyear’srepresentatives from
Samoa were Vailele, Fagalii and
IvaVillagers, whicheachreceived
a gift of $US6,000 from the

American SamoaGovermnment for

their participation.
The group from Iva received a
bonus $USS500 for performing at

one of the Flag Day banquets.

The American Samoan villages
who hosted the visitors also pre-
sented thousands of dollars worth
of gifts and cash for their guests.

However, the authorities in the
territory have to cope with some
Samoan entertainers who over-
stay their permits.

Participants from Samoa gain
entry through a special seven-day
permit.

About 70 of the 300 entertain-
ers who went to American Sa-
moan last year reportedly over-
stayed in the territory.

Fiji has first

SUVA (Pacnews)—Fiji’s Direc-
tor of Public Prosecutions, Nazhat
Shameem has become the
country’s first woman judge.

The Judicial and Legal Services
Commission confirmed her ap-
pointment this week.

Shameem was also the first
woman to head Fiji’s State Pros-
ecution office, a post she held
since 1994,

When informed of her appoint-

woman judge

ment, Shameem said her ambi-
tion was to become a judge when
she was studying law.

“ItwassomethingIthoughtIwould
very much want to do”, she said.

The Fiji government is yet to
announce a new Director of Pub-
lic Prosecutions.

The position is a constitutional
office - any appointment will be
made by the Constitutional Offic-
ers Commission.

PORT MORESBY
(Pacnews)—An attempt by
the Papua New Guinea Gov-
ernment to challenge the
Sandline arbitration interim
award in the Queensland High
Court has cost the State an
extra $US10 million.

The Post Courier newspa-
per obtained a copy of the
Attorney General’s submis-
sion which said the PNG Gov-
ernment owed the Sandline
mercenary project $US41
million.

The newspaper, however
could not independently con-
firm whether Cabinet had ap-
proved the release of the
$US10 million and whether
the stipulated amount had
beenreleased by the Treasury
and Planning Department.

However, aCabinetsubmis-
sion to Prime Minister Bill
Skate and the National Ex-
ecutive Council by the Attor-
ney General Michael Gene in
December last year showed
that $US2 million was to be
released immediately by the
Treasury Department.

PNG govt’s effort to fend off
Sandline has cost millions

This was for legal fees to
contest the Award. now made
in favour of Sandline. The
PNG Government made the
challenge because of its com-
mitment to protect national
assets within and abroad.

Post Courier said another
$US8 million was to be ap-
proved by Cabinet to be held
as security for costs to avoid
Sandline International from
enforcing the interim award.

The Attorney General’s sub-
mission emphasised the need
for the state to make sufficient
funding available to protect
state assets and the interests
of the people of PNG.

“It therefore requires a sub-
stantial commitment on behalf
of the Independent State of
Papua New Guinea in terms of
adequate funding to continue
to maintain and protect the
assets and interests of the State
at all stages of litigation,”
Gene said.

The report showed the Gov-
ernment engaged four Queens
Counsel (QCs) to represent

Continued on page 18

Bougainville rebels rap
plans to boycott elections

RABAUL (Pacnews)—The
Bougainville Revolutionary
Army (BRA) has raised con-
cern about plans by resistance
forces to boycott this month’s
elections on the Papua New
Guinea Island.

BRA spokesperson, Andrew
Miriki said the rebels were not
happy with the resistance force
leaders’ negative attitude to-
wards the elections to elect
the Bougainville Reconcilia-
tion Government (BRG).

“It is sad to see the resis-
tance force leaders adopting a
negative attitude while we are
putting in every effort into

what the people of
Bougainville want,” Miriki
said.

Resistance Force Com-
mander Hillary Masiria and
his sectional commanders in-
dicated this week they would
not take part in the BRG elec-
tion because the other factions,
including the rebels, had failed
to sort out a number of impor-
tant issues which would en-
sure a fair elections.

The resistance force mem-
bers cited the issue of disar-
mament and reconciliation
among Bougainville leaders as

two important concerns that
needed to be sorted out before
election.

However, Miriki said the
formation of the BRG was in
line with the Lincoln Peace
Agreement and elections
would go ahead as planned
despite opposition from resis-
tance forces.

“The resistance forces must
realise that the peace process
was a result of prayers by the
people of Bougainville after
nine years of suffering. We all
have an obligation to respect
the views of the people,” he
said.

On disarmament, Miriki said
it was senseless to talk about
disarming the factions on
Bougainville without a proper
government on the Island.

He said the BRG would be
the most appropriate author-
ity to discuss the issue of dis-
arming the people on the war-
torn island.

According to Miriki, disar-
mament would be one of main
items on the agenda following
the formation of a new gov-
ernment.

The elections are scheduled
for April 24.

Sign up in April wnth either:
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REEFS, WALLS, WRECKS,
COVES AND CAVES
Experience the magic of
diving in the Northern
~ Mariana Islands.

e

WORLD'S LARGEST DIVE

Join the attempt to be recognized by the Guinness Book of Records!

* When: April 17, 1999 - 7:00am check-in (Reservahons requ:red)
Registration deadline April 14, 1999

$20 ENTRY FEE PER DIVER - Includes entry to the achlevement bcan ef

Dive sites: o
Saipan: Chinsen shipwreck ® Tinian: Barcinas Bay * Rota: Snake Eyes sh;pwreckv

Orientation: Friday, April 16, 1999
6:00pm at American Memorial Park Ampltheatre
Banquet: Soturdcy, April 17,1999 - location to be announced

* You MUST be a certified diver to parficipate.

» Please contact participating MVA member dive shops about $20 entry fee. Sl i

» Completed applications must be tumed in o the MVA office by“ﬁ il 14, 1‘?99 ’ S

» Only the amount of divers that can be accommodated at the sel ites will be pvcked. (Emmp!e 400 dtvars con dlve o
the site(s}, 400 applications will be pre-selected by raffie on April 14, 1999. The drawing date will allow time to inform
those that were pic

¢ Afl divers must purhcxpcte in the orientation on Fndoy, April 16,1999 - 6:00pm at American Memorial Park
ompitheatre. All divers must follow instructions given by officials at the orientation day. Divers who do not follow the
instructions given will not be allowed to parficipate.

STAMP RALLY
For every 6 dives get one FREE!

When: January 1999 - January 2000
Collect dive stamps from participating Mariana dive shops.

UNDERWATER PHOTO CONTEST

Win a Nikonos V underwater camera set from leon _
o and other fabulous prizes! '

N ’ kone SCUBAFPRO. January 1, 1999 - June 30, 1999

Best of Show Exhibition: August, 1999 ot DFS Galleria

Cotegories:
m ®GALLER]A 1. Most representative of the Marianas.

o st e oo 2. Best action shot.

3. Best shot of a diver.

4. Best marine life photo.

5. Best photo by a photographer under 18 years of age. S
Turn in entries at parficipating Marianas dive shops, hotels ond phofo shops
Deadline for entries: June 30, 1999.

- SR SIDFA

Fax in your entry to the World's Largest Dive Today!

Nore: PO. Box 861
Address: Saipan MP 96950

City: State: Zip: Country: ___.____ Te|: (670) 664.3200 B
Phone: Fox Fax: (670) 664-3237
E-mail: WWW, wsﬂ-mananas.com
Signature: Date: — M&%‘ﬁrﬁ‘oﬁﬁ mva@salpan.com

RP rebels
set release
of captives

MANILA (Reuters) — Philip-
pine rebel leaders on Saturday
gave a timetable for the release
of captured police and Army
officers, paving the way for re-
sumption of stalled peace talks
with the government.

The announcement came aday
after the peaceful release of Ma-
jor Roberto Bernal, held cap-
tive for 48 days by members of
the New People’s Army (NPA)
in Sorsogon province.

“The release of Major Bernal
enhances confidence and paves
the way for further release of
the prisoners of war by the New
People’s Army in Mindanao,”
Jose Maria Sison, consultant to
the National Democratic Front
(NDF) of the Philippines nego-
tiating panel, said in a state-
ment.

Bernal was the first of five
Army and police officers to be
set free after the rebels prom-
ised their release by April 19.

The government’s negotiat-
ing panel said it would recom-
mend the resumption of peace
talks after the return of the cap-
tives.

“With the release of our five
personnel, we shall ask the Cabi-
net Advisory Committee to en-
dorse to the President the im-
mediate lifting of the suspen-
sion of talks and the reactiva-
tion of safety and immunity
guarantees,” government panel
chairman Howard Dee said in a
statement issued after the NDF’s
announcement.

The abducted officers will be
released following the verifica-
tion of the withdrawal of gov-
ernment troops in the areas
specified by the rebels, said Luis
Jalandoni, chairman of the NDF
negotiating panel.

Jalandoni said the NPA would
release Army Sgt Alipio Lozada
on April 11. General Obillo and
Captain Montealto would be
freed on April 16. Army Sgt
Wivino Demol would be re-
leased on or before April 19.

The NDF, the rebels’ politi-
cal leadership, has held peace
talks with the government since
1995.

President Joseph Estrada sus-
pended the peace talks in Feb-
ruary after the rebels seized
Army General Victor Obillo and
other officers in different parts
of the country and threatened to
launch an all-outassault onrebel

positions.
“The NDF is ready to resume
peace negotiations...,”

Jalandoni said. But he added
this would be possibie only if
the government honoured bilat-
eral agreements, including an
agreement on human rights and
safety and immunity guarantees
for panel leaders.

Speakmg in his weekly tele-
vision programme, President
Estrada said he was confident
the rebels would keep their
pledge to release the captive
officers.

“Texpect them to have a word
of honour. I expect them to ful-
fil their promise,” he said.
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Japanese elect governors

TOKYO (Reuters) — Tokyo
voters went to the polls under
rainy skies on Sunday to elect a
new governor in what is expected
to be a test of Prime Minister
Keizo Obuchi’s leadership.

The Tokyo contest is one of a
spate of local elections to be held
on Sunday. the first major elec-
toral test since Obuchi took office
last July.

At stake are governorships of
12 of Japan’s 47 prefectures. in-
cluding the metropolises of To-
kyo - the most hotly contested
battle - and Osaka in western Ja-
pan. '

There are a record 19 candi-
dates vying for the post of Tokyo
governar, but pre-election polling
indicated thatnationalist authorand
former ruling Liberal Democratic
Party politician Shintaro Ishihara
was leading the pack.

The voting could go to a second
stage if no one gets 25 percent of
the vote, a costly affair for the
heavily indebted Tokyo Metropoli-
tan government.

A poll of potential voters by na-
tional broadcaster NHK said
Japan’s moribund economy was
the main issue in the Tokyo race
and over 70 percent of eligible vot-
ers said they intended to cast bal-
lots in'the gubernatorial election.

Analysts say an Ishihara victory
would give Obuchi a domestic
black eye and a diplomatic head-
ache, given the prize-winning
novelist’s penchant for irritating
China and his advocacy of reduc-
ingJapan'sdependence on America
for its defence.

But the fate of Obuchi’s govern-
ment is more likely to hinge on
economic developmentsinthe next
few months ahead of an LDP lead-
ership election set for September.

Other candidates for the Tokyo
governorship include former
United Nations undersecretary gen-
eral Yasushi Akashi. backed by the
LLDP. ex-foreign minister Koji
Kakizawa, running as an indepen-
dent, Kunio Hatoyama, backed by
the main opposition Democratic
Party. and the communists’ Man
Mikami.

The heavy rains in the capital
and across most of Japan resulted
in poor initial voter turnout, with
8.88 percentof eligible Tokyo vot-
ers casting ballots by 11 a.m. (0200
GMT), down from the 14.15 per-
centreached at the same time in the
previous election four years ago.

Competition for the governor-
shipinthe other prefecturesisslack,
with major conservative parties ei-
ther failing to field a candidate or
joining hands to back incumbents
against independents or commu-
nist candidates.

The LDP and the Democratic
Party are backing the same incum-
bents in nine of the 12 governors’
elections.

In Osaka, major parties aban-
doned efforts to run candidates
againstcomedian-turned-governor
Knock Yokoyama, anindependent
who appears likely to easily win a
second term.

Inprefecturalassembly elections.
atotal of 4,013 candidates are run-
ning for 2,669 seats in 44 prefec-
wres throughout Japan.

Japanese voters cas ballots at Tokyo’s Daiba E/ementa/ySchoo addresses a crowd with his film star backers Hiroshi Tachi (left) and
polling station in an election for Tokyo governor Sunday. AP
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After trade talks fail in D.C. | N Korea. US mU.St pay

China’s Zhu visits Denver

‘By ROBIN McDOWELL
DENVER (AP) — Chinese Pre-
mier Zhu Rongji. disappointed by
the failure of trade talks in Wash-
ington. said that pressure from
China's opponents had merely
delayed its entry into the World
Trade Organization.

Zhu, speaking during a lun-
cheon given by Denver Mayor
Wellington Webb, said that after
a meeting with a U.S. Congres-
sional delegation “one member
whispered. ‘T am very sorry. Just

wait another twomonths. I guar-
antee you that we will ratify
that.™’

I hope we don’t have to wait
that long.” Zhu said. He did not
identify the member of Congress.

Zhu was greeted at the airport
by about 150 Chinese-Ameri-
cans waving U.S. and Chinese
flags.

In downtown Denver, about
100 people protesting China’s
treatment of Tibet banged drums
and shouted “Free Tibet before

lacked confidence,

Po]l shows‘ conf

HONG KONG (Reuters) “iH i
government and ecoriomy. has mcreasad an op"' i
published in the Sunday Mornmg o8t howed'

The Asian Commercial Research survey showed 65 per:
cent of the 600 people polled said they had confidence in the
economy over the next 12 months and 32 percent sznd they- :

dence

This was a dramatic 1mprovemem from fmdmzs of previ-
ous polls between May last year and January which showed

said.

the ritle of law,

E;ghty seven percemvwelcomed L:

a majority of people expressing pessxmmm the newsgaper _

Asked about their own financial c1rcums£ances, a sxmxlar'

65 percesnt were optimistic while 29 per_cent were fiot.
Sixty-nine percent expressed confidence in the légal sys-

tem and 71 percent said they were _confident about the tu

of law. Only 22 percent saxd they‘were

f}éent abo' :

popular

The satisfaction ratings for ‘Chan; Financxai" Secretary
Donald Tsang and Chlef Executive Tunv Chee hwa had aii

increased, the poll showed.
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us Secretary of State Madeleine Albright shakes hands with Ch/nese
Foreign Minister Tang Jiaxuan after the two signed an agreement
. Friday at the State Department in Washington that will significantly
expand air traffic between the US and China. AP

President Clinton listens to Chinese Premier Zhu Hong/l speak during ceremonies on the South Lawn of the

White House Thursday. The Premier is on a nine-day visit to the United States. AP

free trade.”

Television stations showed
footage of police ushering hand-
cuffed protesters onto a bus and
reported dozens of arrests, but
police would not confirm any
arrests.

Among the protesters was
former Chinese political pris-
oner Harry Wu, who told the
crowd: “The Chinese come over

here with a smiling face, but
they have bloody hands.”

Zhu also met with Gov. Bill
Owens.

The premier last week met
with President Bill Clinton and
spent four days in negotiations,
hoping to win China entry into
the World Trade Organization.
He offered to lower tariff barri-
ers for American financial ser-

vice firms, telecommunication
companies and other U.S. in-
dustries hoping to gain entry to
China’s market.

The administration, faced with
congressional anger over allega-
tions of Chinese nuclear espio-
nage and human rights violations,
demanded more concessions. In
the end. Clinton vetoed a final
deal.

By JANELLE CARTER
WASHINGTON (AP) — Af-
ter days of haggling over a deal
that would lower Chinese trade
barriers for American farmers,
the United States and China fi-
nally signed an agreement that
opens Chinese markets to Ameri-
can wheat, beef and citrus.

“This agreement addresses a
long-standing concernof Ameri-
can farmers and 1 was proud to
make their case directly.” Vice
President Al Gore said ina state-
ment issued Saturday through a
spokesman.

A tentative agreement had
been announced on Thursday but
hit a snag when it became clear
broader issues concerning

Zhu Rongji.

The freeze began to thaw dur-
ing a Friday meeting between
Gore and Zhu that had been

hour, butstretched into well over
anhour, administration officials
said.

scheduled to last about a half

US, China finalize deal to
open agricultural markets

“The vice president really
pushed the issue and essentially
reopened the discussion,” a
White House source, whoasked
not to be identified, said Satur-
day. “Early this morning they
put pen to paper. It's a done
deal.”

Under the agreement. China
agreed to lift its bans on ship-
ments of wheat from the Pacific
Northwest and citrus from
Florida. Texas and California.

China had imposed long-
standing bans on those products
on the grounds of worries about
plant discases. U.S. producers
complained the bans were not
hased onsound science but were
hidden trade barriers. The Chi-

that could be sold in China.

The deal brings a sigh of re-
tief from the U.S. farm industry
as wetl as many on

Capitol Hill, who viewed the
opened markets as a boon foran
agricultural economy that has
been severely impacted in the

last year by lagging imports
and low prices.

The citrus portion alone is
expected to be worth $1.2 bil-
lion in trade for one vear.

When the initial agreement
was announced during the
week, Senate Minority Leader
Tom Daschle. a South Dakota
Democrat. said itmarked “im-
portant progress in the fight 1o
fevel the playing field in in-
ternational trade so our pro-
ducers have a fuir chance to
compete and market their
products.”

China initially agreed to the
deal on the assumption it
would get U.S. approval tor
an overall package that would

week covering aviation and
opening up its vast telecom-
municattons and insurance
markets to U.S. companies.
China agreed to double the
frequency of flights between
the United States and China
under the aviation deal.
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for missile trade to stop

TOKYO (Reuters) — North
Korea said on Friday it would
continue exporting its missiles
unlessitreceived compensation
trom the United States.

The Korean Central News
Agency (KCNA). monitored in
Tokyo. said the stance was taken
in response to U.S. refusals to
compensate North Korea for fi-

nancial losses it would suffer
by suspending its missile ex-
ports.

“The U.S. insists that it can-
not make any compensation in
cash. Missile exports will not
be suspended if the U.S. refuses
to pay cash to compensate for
the DPRK’s (North Korea’s)
losses,” KCNA said.

Five nation group will
hold defense exercise

SINGAPORE (Reuters) —
Member nations of the Five
Power Defence Arrangement
(FPDA) will conduct an air de-
fence exercise over peninsular
Malaysia later this month, a
government statement said on
Saturday.

The defence group includes
Australia. Malaysia, New
Zealand, Singapore and the
United Kingdom.

The latest exercise is aimed at
protecting the airspace of pen-
insular Malaysia and Singapore
as well as improving operational
cooperation between the forces,
the circular said.

The exercise, to be conducted
April 14-21, will be coordinated
by Headquarters Integrated Air
Defence System located at the
Royal Malaysian Air Force Base
Butterworth.

Air and naval forces from the
FPDA countries willparticipate
in the exercise.

The military exercises were
suspended in August last year
after Malaysia pulled out of a
maritime and air exercise that

Mahathir may
be out of hospltal
by next week

KUALA LUMPUR (Reuters)
— Malaysian Prime Minister
Mahathir Mohamad is expected
toleave hospital early next week
after treatment for bronchitis, a
hospital spokeswoman said on
Saturday.

“He is doing very well but he
needs to rest for a few more
days,” said the spokeswoman
for the National Heart Institute,
where Mahathir was taken on
April 2 with a lung infection.

“He is likely to be discharged
early next week,” she said.

A Mahathir aide said on Fri-
day that the 73-year-old leader
may be allowed to return home
this weekend.

The spokeswoman said

Mabhathir was not seen by the
public until he said on state tele-
vision on Thursday evening
from the institute that he was
feeling better and hoped to re-
turn to work soon.

[ SAVE WATER |

had beenscheduled for Septem-
ber and October.

Malaysia cited its recession
as the reason for pulling out at
the last minute when forces were
already assembling. But some
foreign media suggested
strained bilateral relations with
Singapore may have been a fac-
tor.

The reclusive Stalinist state
reiterated its stance that noth-
ing concerning its missiles was
negotiable except the question
of exports, particularly in the
face of U.S. plans to develop a
Theatre Missile Defence (TMD)
system in Asia.

“Having deployed a large
number of ballistic missiles and
inter-continental ballistic mis-
siles in many parts of the world,
the United States, the warring
party of the DPRK, has posed
threats to the DPRK and other
countries,” it said.

“Under these circumstances,
the DPRK will never suspend
the development, production,
test and deployment of missiles
but go ahead with them,” it
added.

In March, the two nations met
inPyongyang to discuss the mis-
sile issue but failed to reach any
agreement except to meet at a
later date for more talks.

South Korean President Kim Dae-jung (left) and Egyptian President
Hosni Mubarak walk past South Korean traditional bands during the
welcoming ceremomy at the presidential palace in Seoul Friday. ap

Office of the Fob Training Partnership Act
Office of the Gobvernor

Commontwoealth of the Porthern Mariana Islands
Lotwer Bage
Caller Box 10007 Saipan, HP 96950

PUBLIC

(04/07/99)

SOLICITATION-SUMMER JOB SITES

NOTICE

GOVERNMENT AND PRIVATE SECTORS

(SAIPAN)

The JTPA Office is soliciting work sites specifically for youths participating under the Summer Vacation
Employment Program. The purpose of the program is to accord “hands-on” experience in variety of jobs
in an actual work setting. The Summer Program will serve 300 youths, commencing June 21, 1999 to
August 6, 1999. Each trainee will be compensated an hourly wage of $3.50, not to exceed forty (40) hours
weekly basis, which will be funded by JTPA Office.

In line with the Governor’s emphasis in urging the private sector to accord Employment & Training
opportunity to our local workforce, therefore, private firms are included to participate on a short term
basis. It is our intent to expose our youths to different occupations within the private sector, thereby,
giving them the benefit to seriously consider jobs within private sector.

To ensure fairness and maintain equality on student placement, we will not accept any request which
specifies the names of student(s), therefore, priority consideration will be accorded to those considered
“economically disadvantaged”. Accordingly, depending on the availability of local funds, the Program
may accommodate those students who are considered “high income” to fulfill the 300 slots.

Should you be interested in sponsoring a trainee, please submit your written request to the JTPA Office
(located directly across CUC) no later than May 7, 1999. Each request must include the following

China’s cntry into the World  nese also agreed to climinate  have allowed China 1o enter Mahathir was walking around information:
Trade Organization would not  burdensome inspectionrequire-  the World Trade Organization. and talking with other hospital 1 Number of trainee
be resolved during a visit to ments that had severely re- China had already siened ati ' . sy <
) = . _ . . 4 had already sig patients.
Washington by Chinese Premier  stricted the amount ot U.S. beel separate deals carlier in the After being hospitalised, 2. Position Description/Iraining Plan
3. Contact Person

For more information, please call Mr. Martin Pangelinan or Mrs. Laurent T. Chong at 664-1700/04. I am
looking forward to working with you on such worthwhile endeavor.

/s/Felix R. Nogis
Executive Director
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Restive Congress tackles

By Vicki Allen
WASHINGTON (Reuters) —
President Bill Clinton has had
the relative luxury of conduct-
ing the air war in Yugoslavia
without Congress looking over
his shoulder. but that ends next
week as lawmakers return to
Washington set to snipe from
all directions.

Congress ends a two-week
spring recess full of questions
and opinions on the U.S. role in
the NATO air strikes.

The White House plans brief-
ings early in the week for law-
makers who are becoming res-
tive about air strikes that many
charge have done nothing to pro-
tect the flood of ethnic Alba-
nian refugees from Yugoslav
President Slobodan Milosevic’s
effort to drive them out of
Kosovo province.

John McCain

“If they don’t see real day-
light on the Kosovo front fairly
soon, like by the end of next
week, you are going see increas-
ing pressure, particularly from
Congress, to intensify the ef-
fort, which may be ground
troops,” Dan Goure, of the Cen-

NMI CounciL For THE HUMANITIES

BOARD VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT

The Northern Mariana Islands Council for the Humanities,
a private non-profit corporation, is seeking applicants to serve
on the Council’s Board of Directors. Council members are
volunteers who work with the Council to inform the public
about Council grants and programs; attend regularly sched-
uled meetings; serve on special committee assignments;
develop administrative and programmatic policy, plans and
procedures; evaluate grant applications; raise funds; and rep-
resent the Council in national or other meeting. If you would
like to be a member of the Council, please send a letter briefly
explaining why you would like to serve along with your
resume to: Executive Director, NMI Council for the Hu-
manities, AAA 3394, Box 10001, Saipan, MP 96950. Or, if
you would like to nominate someone other than yourself,
please send a brief statement explaining why your nominee
would be a good choice to serve on the board. Applications
must be received no later than 4:30 p.m. Friday, 23 April
1999. For further information, please call 235-4785.

NMI Council for the Humanities

Request for Proposals on Diabetes and Culture

The NMI Councit for the Humanities seeks proposals for projects fo in-
crease public awareness and understanding of diabetes and ts relationship o
the indigenous cultures of the CNMI. Priority is given fo projects that are de-
signed to engage the general public in discussion and diglogue with humani-
ties scholars, heaith care providers, cultural experts and community leaders.
Projects should consider the history of diabetes in the CNMI, its specific rela-
fionship to both past and present cultural practices, and the social and eco-
nomic impact of diagbetes on the famiy and the community. Fomats might
include:

symposiums, conferences, public forums, panet discussions
spot radio and television presentations

dramatic performances

oral history coliection and publication

exhibits

demonstration projects

reading and discussion groups

publications for mass consumption

video documentaries

Eligible applicants include non profit organizations; civic, church and
community groups; public and private schools and colleges; govemment agen-
cies; and hoc groups and individuals. Applicants should submit draft proposal
by March 31, 1999 for projects that begin in May 1999; by June 30, 1999 for
projects that begin August 1999; by September 30, 1999 for projects that begin
in Noverber 1999. )

Grants may range from $2,000 to $10,000 for reguiar grant applications.
Pianning grants (up to $1,500) are available for preparation of a regular grant
application. Mini grants (under $2,000) are alse available. Mini grants and plan-
ning grants may be submitted at any time but at least 30 days prior fo the
project start date.

For applications and inquiries call 235-4785 or write 1o: NMI Council for
the Humanities, AAA 3394, Box 10001, Saipan MP 96950 or visit our office in
King's Plaza, Dondan.

The NMI Council for the Humanities is a non profit, private organization
funded in part by the National Endowment for the Humanities,

Web page: <hftp://cnmi.humanities.org.mp

tre for Strategic and Interna-
tional Studies, said. :

But the Republican-led Con-
gress is fractured over what to
do. Some argue the United
States should not have got in-
volved in the Kosovo issue at
all, while others say it must
make an all-out effort, includ-
ing ground forces. to end the
conflict.

Sen. John McCain of Arizona,
aRepublican presidential hope-
ful who has found a bully pulpit
in the Yugoslavia crisis, wants
Congress to decide soon
whether to send ground troops,
which he said must be keptasan
option.

“I think the Senate and the
House must enter into a full
debate and discussion and
votes on this issue,” McCain
said Friday on CNN.

“I have every indication that
Mr. Milosevic is obtaining his
goals and we are not obtaining
ours.” McCain said, adding that
Milosevic had managed todrive
most ethnic Albanians out of
Kosovo despite the air strikes.

Other Republicans have ex-
pressed support for air strikes,
but have said they should have
taken place sooner and harder,
and have said the White House
should have kept ground forces
as an option to try to get
Milosevic to back down.

In the House, Republicans
will push several measures to
try to block use of ground troops
and to pull out of the conflict.

Representative  William
Goodling, a Pennsylvania Re-
publican sponsoring a bill to cut
off funds for ground troops
without congressional ap-

William Cohen

proval, said he thought the
NATO plan was poorly con-
ceived. )

“Obviously they hadn’t
studied much history if they
thought a little bit of bomb-
ing, or even a lot of bombing,
was going to bring them to a
peace table,” Goodling said in
telephone interview from his
district.

While the House leadership
has not been clear on a posi-
tion, Goodling said, “I am
pretty sure that most of the
leadership probably believes
I’m doing the right thing. I'm
not sure they would say that
publicly.”

Another Republican, Repre-
sentative Tom Campbell of Cali-
fornia, called on Congress to
invoke the War Powers Resolu-
tion, which would force the ad-
ministration to withdraw forces
if Congress rejected a declara-
tion of war.

Democrats have backed the
White House, but in fairly sub-
dued fashion so far.

Some Democrats have edged
ahead of the administration,

Kosovo

joining McCain and several
other Republicans in a letter
to Clinton urging planning for
deployment of ground forces
and saying that the American
people should be prepared for
a prolonged conflict with ca-
sualties.

The House and Senate lead-
ership did not have floor ac-
tion on Kosovo scheduled
ahead of next week, but de-
bates and resolutions were
expected and Defence Secre-
tary William Cohen was to ap-
pear before key House and Sen-
ate committees.

“Congress is going to hold
the Clinton administration ac-
countable for its still-ambigu-
ous policy inthe Balkans,” Rep-
resentative J.C. Watts of Okla-
homa, a member of the House
Republican leadership, said in
a statement,

But unless Republicans
come to some general agree-
ment among themselves, ana-
lysts said they will not be able
to pressure Clinton to change
course.

“My guess is that Clinton is
going to be able to deflect
Congress, at least as a body,”
although individual critics
such as McCain may give him
trouble, said Michael
O’Hanlon, a fellow in foreign
policy studies at the Brookings
Institution.

“They will certainly take the
opportunity, to beat up on
Clinton,” O'Hanlon said. But
he said Congress likely would
back more air strikes instead
of pushing politically tougher
alternatives such as ground
forces or partitioning Kosovo.

Sen. Chuck Hagel (center), accompanied by other members of Congress, talks with reporters at Andrews

Air Force Base, Md., on Thursday after their return from Europe for consultations on NATO airstrikes and
visits with U.S. troops. Also pictured are, from left: Sen. Carl Levin, Rep. John SprattJr., Rep. Ellen Tauscher,
Hagel, Rep. Steven Buyer, Rep. Jim Turner, Sen. Jack Reed, and Sen. Joseph Lieberman. AP

PNG. ..

Continued from page 13

PNG in overseas courts for the
legal challenge.
Attorney General Gene's re-

port did not show how much
was paid to engage each of the
QCs torender their professional
advice to the PNG Government
on the interim award and to rep-
resent PNG in foreign soil.

Last week the High Court in
Queensland upheld the interna-
tional tribunal’s decision for
PNG to pay the Sandline mer-
cenary project the balance of
the aborted contract.

e it bt
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For NATO campaign in Yugoslavia:

US to add 82 more jets |

By Charles Aldinger
WASHINGTON (Reuters) —
The United States said on Sat-
urday it was sending 82 more
warplanes to Europe to increase
the intensity of NATO s bomb-
g campagn against Yugosla-
via and that other allies would
also soon add aircraft 1o the
force.

Pentugon spokesman Ken Ba-
con said the United States was
committing 24 more F-16 fight-
ers armed with HARM anti-ra-
dar missiles. four tank-killing
A-10 Thunderbolt attack air-
craft. six radar-jamming EA-6B
Prowlers. 39 KC-135 and two
KC-10 refueling tanker aircraft
and seven C130 transports.

In London the British Defence
Ministry said it will send the
aircraft carrier Invincible to the
Adriatic where jets from the
U.S. aircraft carrier Theodore
Roosevelt and the French car-
rier Foch are already pounding
Serb targets.

Bacon said Defence Secretary
William Cohen had approved a
request from NATO commander
Gen. Wesley Clark for the addi-
tional warplanes. which will join
nearly 400 U.S. attack and sup-
port planes and 200 other allied
jets now in the force.

“Basically. it will allow us to
increase the intensity of the air
campaign over Kosovo and Yu-
goslavia.” he said.

The spokesmaun also said other
NATO nations will be announc-
ing increases in their air contri-
butions to the force “"in a matter
of days™ at Clark’s request.

“The addition of these air-
craft will of course allow us to
do two things. expand the num-
ber of strikes over any 24-hour
period and give us more deep-
strike capacity as necessary.”
said Bacon.

NATO warplanes. many
based in ltaly. and warships fir-
ing cruise missiles have been
attacking Serb strategic and
military targets for nearly three
weeks in a campaign o press
President Slobodan Milosevic
to reverse whatthe alliance says
is ethnic cleansing of the Alba-
nian majority in Kosovo.

In the last week. the Pentagon
has ordered the aircraft carrier
Theodore Roosevelt and its at-
tack jetsto join the NATO cam-
paign. It is also preparing to
deploy u task force in Albania
of 24 tank-busting Apache heli-
copters and more than 2,000
troops to support them.,

Bucon spoke as President Bill
Clinton’s top national security
advisers met atthe White House
to discuss Kosovo.

They included National Se-
curity Adviser Sandy Berger,
Secretary of State Madeleine
Albright. Cohen. CIA Director
George Tenet. top Balkan ne-
gotiator Richard Holbrooke and
Army Gen. Henry Shelton.
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff.

Cohen also met at the Penta-

Wesley Clark

gon on Saturday with Canadian
Defence Minister Art Eggleton.

The security team reviewed
the military campaign, allied
unity following a supporting
statement by U.N. Secretary-
General Kofi Annan and the
humanitarian refugee situation
in the area, said White House
National Security Council
spokesman David Leavy.

Clinton, who took advantage
of a bright spring day to play
golf in suburban Virginia, also
called Annan to thank him for
remarks on Friday in which he
called on Milosevic to stop all
action by military and paramili-
tary forces and withdraw them
from Kosovo.
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Clinton told Annan his state-
ment had made clear ““there is a
united front and that President
Milosevic must end his brutal-
ity and give the Kosovars the
dignity and security that they
deserve.” said Leavy.

The president also updated
Annan on the situation on the
ground in the Serb province of
Kosovo during the [5-minute
conversation.

Also Saturday itseemed clear
Clinton was sticking to his de-
cision not to include ground
troops in the NATO operation
despite a letter from a bipartisan
delegation of senators and mem-
bers of the House of Representa-
tives urging him to at least pre-
pare for a possible ground war in
Kosovo.

The lawmakers had travelled
to NATO headquarters in Brus-
sels this week with Cohen.

They sent Clinton a letter on
Friday saying even if the air
campaign weakened the
Yugoslav military it was not
clear it will be enough to force
Belgrade to give in to NATO’s
demands of withdrawing Serb
troops from Kosovo and allow-
ing refugees to return.

Leavy said Clinton still believed
“we can achieve our objectives
throughthe phased air campaign.™

“We're going to persist until
we prevail.” he said. "And we're
confident that day by day as we

B 7 % S

Precision guided munition specialist US Airman Scot Solheim adjusts

a guided bomb at NATO's Aviano, ltaly air base. The Pentagon
announced Saturday 82 U.S. planes would join the force conducting

airstrikes over Yugoslavia.

AP/Air Force photo

attack his military infrastruc-
ture we can achieve our objec-
tives.”

Clinton is to meet Republican
and Democratic leaders from the
House and Senate on Monday
to give them an update on
Kosovo. and will meet with a
large group of senators and
House members on Tuesday.

Recent public opinion polls
have shown a majority of Ameri-
cans support the use of allied
ground troops in Kosovo.
Scenes of Kosovo refugees in
misery and reports of “ethnic
cleansing™ have combined to
stiffen support for the bombing
campaign and possible use of
troops.

Congressional Republicans
on Saturday questioned whether
vital U.S. interests were at stake
in Yugoslavia and said NATO
air strikes have hastened a hu-
manitarian disaster for ethnic
Albanians.

Inthe weekly Republican radio
address. Representative Heather
Wilson of New Mexico said
Clinton should give the nation a
“complete picture” of the situa-
tion in the Balkans and U.S. goals
and interests there.

“The president owes us an ex-
planation of what. exactly. *win-
ning" would mean. and what the
costs would be - in dollars. yes.
butmostly in liveslostand dreams
destroyed.”™ Wilson said.

EMPLOYMENT ANNOUNCEMENT

POSITION: SENATE LEGAL COUNSEL

DUTIES: The Senate Legal Counsel deadts boci oo eval
opinions, Committee reports, Senate Rules, and other Jocunn nis
for the members of the CNMI Senate and its Conmnices Advises
the Members and Commitices on proposed fegislation.
parliamentary rules, and other legislative imatters Hepresents the
Senate in litigation. Acts as parliamentarian. Reviews and dralis

employment and other contracts ol the legistative branch.

REQUIREMENTS: Attorney admitted 1o practice and in good
standing in the CNMI, Guar, FSM, or any state of the United
States. Strong writing and analytical skills and expevience with
constitutional law issuecs required. Legislative and litigation
experience helpful

SALARY: Negotiable depending upon experience.

Apply by April 16, 1999 by sending a resume and writing sample
to:

Jesus Sn. Lizama
Executive Director

CNMI Legislative Bureau
P.O. Box 586

Saipan, MP 96950

Tel. No. (670) 66.4-5643
Fax No. (670) 322-0993

EMPLOYMENT ANNOUNCEMENT

POSITION: HOUSE LEGAL COUNSEL

DUTIES: The Iouse Legal Counsel drafts legislation, legal
opinions, Committee reports, House Rules, and other documents
for the members of the CNMI IHouse of Representatives and its
Committees. Advises the members and Committees on proposed
legislation, parliamentary rules, and other legislative matters.
Represents the House of Representatives in litigation. Acts as
parliamentarian. Reviews and drafts employment and other
contracts of the legislative branch.

REQUIREMENTS: Attorney admitted to practice and in good
standing in the CNMI, Guam, FSM or any state of the United States.
Strong writing and analytical skills and experience with
constitutional law issues required. Legislative and litigation
experience helpful.

SALARY: Negotiable depending upon experience.

Apply by April 16, 1999 by sending a resume and writing sample
to:

Jesus Sn, Lizama
lixecutive Director

CNMI Legislative Bureau
P.O. Box 586

Saipan, MP 96950

Tel. No. (670) 664-5643
Fax No. (670) 322-0993
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party originated in 1991 when

Fatal train crash in Egypt

By TAREK EL-TABLAWY
SHIRBIN, Egypt (AP) — Res-
cue workers pulled out a third
body early Sunday from the wreck
of two trains that collided the
evening before innorthern Egypt.

Preliminary investigation
shows the accident was caused by
a signal operator who failed to
stop one of the trains, Egypt’s

Middle East News Agency re-
ported.

Two people were found dead
right away. said Mohammed al-
Asimi, the top Health Ministry
official inthe Dakhaliya province
where the accident occurred.

Rescue workers searching
through a wrecked carriage later
found the body of a teen-age boy

laration of an independent Pal-:

Saturday.

tion,” Mubarak said in an inter-
view with the Mainichi Shimbun
priortohistriptoJapan. “lagree
that it should be delayed for
some time.”

Mubarak said in the exclusive
interview conducted in Cairo
that if the Palestinians decided
to postpone the declaration of
an independent state, that the
delay should not be longer than
five to six months,

“It would be suitable to delay
the declaration of independence
for two to three months after the
May 4 deadline (for expiration
of interim self-autonomy from

Israel).” Mubarak told the pa-

TOKYO (Reuters) - Egyp~ ;-
tian President Hosni. Mubarak -

has advised Palestinian feader
Yasser Arafat to delay the.dec- -

» .mp t0 Japan on’ Sunday.

estinian state until at feast July,
a Japanese daily’ reported on. .

“There are tremendous pres- ©ian state betore 1
sures on ‘Arafat to somewhat e
delay the date of the declara- told
Minister. Kexzo Obuchx,-that all

per i
Mubarak begms a: three-day ;

On Thursday, Japane "For— -
il

Tokyo that he- vécmld nbt de--;:
clare an m(:leperzdent_f’alestm~ :

countries he had recently vis- -
ited’ voiced support for Pales-
tinian self-rule and urged him:
not to declare statehood before
the Isracli general election, the
officials said.

A Japanese official quoted
Arafat as telling Obuchi that,-
“For Palestine, itis a very pain-
ful decision and it is notan easy
decisionto make, butThope we
will be able to make a. decxsmn
that will satisfy everyone.”

The Palestinian leader has
repeatedly said he retains the
right to declare an independént
Palestinian state on May 4.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Pursuant to Public Law 8-41, Section {1, Governor Pedro P. Tenorio and Lt.
Governor Jesus R. Sablan, through the Northemn Marianas College Board of
Regents, are hereby giving notice that a special meeting of the Board of
Regents will be held on Tuesday, April 13, 1999 at 10:00 a.m. in the Board of
Regents conference room, As Terlaje Campus, Saipan.
AGENDUM
NMC Reorganization Plan
MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO ATTEND.

NORTHERN MARIANAS COLLEGE
Board of Regents
Announcement of a Special Meeting
Board of Regents Conference Room
As Terlaje Campus, Saipan
Tuesday, April 13, 1999
(10:00 a.m.)

whom a witness identified as a
sweet seller. The rescue opera-
tioncontinued into the early hours

~of Sunday morning, using car

headlights toilluminate the scene.

A doctor at a local hospital.
Hamza al-Saudi, said 49 were in-
jured, of which three were in criti-
cal condition.

The trains hit each other head-
on between the towns of Shirbin
and Bilgas in the Nile Delta. the
Interior Ministry said in a state-
ment.

The collision toppled one train
into a field, setting a fire that
gutted its first carriage. The other
train’s locomotive was wrecked
by the impact and caught fire.
One of its carriages overturned.

A woman passenger who re-
fused to give her name said the

impact was “like a bomb” and
that she heard people screaming
“as if they were being fried like
lambs.”

The woman started yelling in
the hospital ward: "How did two
trains crash in the middle of the
day? Can you explain that to me?

How? How?”’

One of the train drivers is be-
lieved to have been killed. The
other, Mohammed Amin Sayed
Ahmen, recounted the accident
from a bed in Shirbin Hospital,
where he lay swathed in bandages
for heavy burns.

*T got permission from the con-
trol to continue on the line,”

Ahmen said. “The fault was in -

Bensandella Station,” which
should have stopped the train go-
ing to Shirbin.

“About 50 meters (yards) on, I
saw the other train coming from
the other direction. I tried to brake,
but it was too close,” he said.

The engine and the first passen-
gercarslipped off the line and the
engine caught fire, said Ahmen,
who broke a window and jumped
out.

Egyptianrailwayshave suffered
a series of major accidents in the
past four years. The most serious
was in December 1995 when two
trains collided in fog south of
Cairo, killing 75 people and in-
juring 76.

Last November, 47 people were
killed when a train jumped its
tracks near Kafrel-Dawar, a Delta
town 30 kilometers (20 miles)
southeast of the port of Alexan-
dria.

Mubarak ends Korea visit

Egyptian PreSIdent Hosni Mubarak (center) is escorted by South Korean honor guard and bodyguards as
he arrived at National Cemetery in Seoul, Saturday. Mubarak said he will use his old ties with North Korean
leaders to help reduce tension on the divided Korean Peninsula.

Job Vacaney No. 99-008

Commonwealth Wtilitiegs Corporation
JOB VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT

1118 THE POLICY OF THE COMMONWEALTH UTILITIES CORPORATION (CUC) THAT THE CUC MERIT HIRING SYSTEM SHALL BE:
APPLIED AND ADMINISTERED ACCORDING TO THE PRINCIPLE OF EQUAL OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL CITIZEN AND NATIONAL AS
DEFINED BY THE NORTTIERN MARIANAS COMMONWEALTII CONSTITUTION AND STATUES REGARDLESS OF AGE, RACE, SEX,
RELIGION. POLITICAL AFFILIATION OR BELIEF, MARTTAL STATUS. HANDICAP OR PLACE OF ORIGIN

ACCOUNTING TECHNICIAN I

(CASHIER)

Opening Date: 04/02099
Closing Date: 04/16/99

DUTIES: Receives payments for utility services such as miscellaneous and credit card payments. Issue cash receipts
and charge vouchers for payment and inputs all utility payments into computer system. Reconciles daily cash collection
against receipts issued and maintains 99% accuracy. Prepares daily cash collection reports for bank deposits with 100%
accuracy. Files receipts sequentially regularly after each closing diy. Performs other related duties as assigned. SUBJECT
TO PRE-EMPLOYMENT DRUG SCREENING.

LOCATION; COMMONWEALTH UTILITIES CORPORATION, SAIPAN

MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS: Any combination equivalent to a high school diploma with three (3) years cashier
related experience. APPLICANTS WILL BE TESTED.

STARTING SALARY: $13,052.98 - $15,860.10 per annum
Applications are available at the Commonwealth Utilitics Corporation, Saipan, the CUC Rota or Tinian office. Copy of
diploma and/or official transcript and recent police clearance must be attached.,

FAILURE TO PROVIDE THE REQUIRED DOCUMENTS WILL RESULT IN
AUTOMATIC DISQUALIFICATION.

SEOUL, South Korea (AP) —
With a promise to help improve
icy relations between North and
South Korea, Egyptian President
Hosni Mubarak left Seoul Sun-
day, ending a three-day visit.

During his stay, Mubarak met
with President Kim Dae-jung,
Prime Minister KimJong-pil, Na-
tional Assembly Speaker Park
June-kyu and other officials to
strengthen ties and boost trade
and investment,

After a summit talk with Presi-
dentKim on Friday, Mubarak said
he will use his longtime ties with
North Korean leaders to help re-
duce tension on the divided Ko-
rean Peninsula.

Late North Korean President
Kim 1l Sung sentpilots and fighter
jets to help Egypt in its war with
Isracl in 1973,

Mubarak was chiefof the Egyp-
tian air force then. and he has kept
close relations with Pyongyang

AP

leaders ever since.

The Korean peninsula was di-
vided into communist North Ko-
rea and capitalist South Korea in
1945, The two Koreas are still in
a state of war because their 1950-
53 Korean War ended in an armi-
stice. not a peace treaty.

Mubarak also asked Seoul offi-
cials to increase investment in
Egypt. saying it could provide an
important foothold for South Ko-
rean businesses to enter the Arab
and African markets.

Egypt opened diplomatic ties
with South Korea in 1995, Two-
way trade rose to $830 million
last year. up from $580 million in
1995. South Korean investment
in Egypt was $165 million last
year.

Accompanied by five Cabinet
members and 27 business lead-
ers, Mubarak came to Seoul from
China on Friday. He left for Japan
on Sunday.

New . ..

Continued from page 3

Felicidad T. Ogumoro was named
second vice chair: former Saipan
mayor Jose S. Rios. secretary:
former CNMI personnel officer
Lupe Manglona. treasurer.

Like Tenorio. the three are
former Democrats. Rios was the
acting party chair. Manglona was
his predecessor.

Several former party leaders of
the Democrats also attended
Friday’s meeting. among them
former Finance secretary Anto-
nio R. Cabrera and former con-
gressman Manny Borja.

Reform’s articles of organiza-
tion. which were signed and nota-
rized after the announcement of
the party leaders’ names, will be
submitted to the Attorney
General's Office today.

Ray S. Guerrero, in hisremarks,
said the idea of founding a third

Jesus P. Mafnas was running fora
House seat.

“"But we decided that it was not
yet time for a new party so
[Mafnas] ran as Independent and
became the first such candidate to
win a House seat.” Guerrero said.

Mafnas. who lost to Tenorio in
the 1987 election for Washington
representative, would later rejoin
the Republican Party and serve as
House vice speaker.

Considered one of the most
influential legislators in CNMI
history, Mafnas, whose wife is
incumbent Gov. Pedro P.
Tenorio’ssister and former gov-
ernor Tenorio’s aunt, died in
the 1995 plane crash that also
claimed the life of multimillion-
aire Larry Hillblom and his pi-
lot Bob Long.

Former governor Tenorio said
with Guerrero on board the Re-
form Party “we will go all the

th

way.

Officials .

Continued from page 3

quest for funding in 1989. But the
United States Congress allocated
some $10 million for the project
in 1990.

CPA officials in 1992 decided
toscale downthe proposeddredg-
ing scope from minus 40 feet to
minus 35 feet due to financial
constraints but reinstated the origi-
nal depth when the agency even-
tually secured additional funds.

CPA executive director Carlos
H. Salas stressed the new facility
offers vessels calling port on
Saipan with speed and efficient
vital services at no wasted time
waiting at an anchorage.

Salas said the improved Saipan
seaport features 2,600 linear feet
of berthing space, a 22-acre con-
tainer yard, a deeper channel and
a wider tuming basin, as well as
safe and efficient water, fuel
and sewer systems.

The project had been hounded
by controversies following com-
plaints on the alleged!y unnec-

essary dredging work that has
reportedly undergone several
change orders. Anexecutive re-
port earlier urged the Depart-
ment of Interior and the US
Congress to audit the project
due to the increase in scope and
cost.

Aside from funding problems,
SHIP was also hounded by soil
contamination at Baker Bay
caused by wastes left by the
USS Impedance which provided
power to Saipan after Typhoon
Jean wreck havoc in the island in
1968.

Change orders were also
stemmed down from this di-
lemma, paving the way for a new
design whichactually doubled the
size of the seaport and created an
additional five acres of land for
container storage.

After the controversies, dredg-
ing and fill work which began in
June 1993 was finally completed
early this year. At least 1.5 mil-
lion cubic yards of dredged ma-
terial were hauled and disposed
of in Charlie Bay and in Marpi
Monofill area.

MVA .

Continued from page 3

nate that the U.S. Navy Seventh
Fleet's USS Blue Ridge has been
one of the first vessels to dock at
the completed harbor.

The Board chairman also
pointed out that MV A will simul-
taneously promote air and sea ar-

rivals

“We should look at both sides
and continue to promote air ar-
rival just as much as we do pro-
mote sea arrival,” he added.

The seaport facility has 2,600
linear feet of berthing space, a 22-
acre container yard, adeeper chan-
nel and a wider turning basin. It
also offers efficient water, sewer
and fuel systems.

Guam .
Continued from page 3

ous problems with the practice of
hiring off-island labor at a time
when Guam'sunemployment rate
is so high.

The GCA report also stated that
Chinese labor is flooding the con-
struction market, making for an
uneven playing field.

Underwood promised toimme-
diately address those concerns and
set up new application and re-
newal processes for H-2 workers
on island.

Underwood also announced
that the One-Stop Job Center at
Sunny Plaza in Tamuning will
now be open half-days on Satur-
days to help more people.

“T am confident you will find
that my new assignment to DOL
will be in the best interests of the
Governmentof Guam,” Salas told
the committee,

Underwood was appointed to
lead DOL by Governor Gutierrez.
Former DOL director Juan M.
Taijito now heads the Department
of Agricultre.

Underwood is credited withim-
proving the Guam Mass Transit
Authority (GMTA) and re-estab-
lishing public confidence in that
agency. He said he is confident
that GMTA is in good hands and
back on track for the future.

Underwood’s confirmation by
the 25th Guam Legislature is ex-
pected to come with ease when
the body meets later this month.

Niger eyes new leader

By TiM SULLIVAN
NIAMEY, Niger (AP) — Mili-
tary leaders met with civilian poli-
ticians to select a new head of
state after President Ibrahim Bare
Mainassara was gunned by presi-
dential bodyguards.

There were indications the an-
nouncement of his successor
would be made after government
officials attended Bare’s burial

on Sunday in his home village of
Doumega, some 250 kilometers
(150 miles) east of the capital
near Niger’s southern border
with Nigeria.

State radio continued to insist
that Bare died in an “unfortu-
nate accident.” But witnesses

and diplomats, speaking on con-
dition of anonymity, said Presi-
dential Guard members repeat-

edly shot Bare as he crossed the
tarmac at Niamey’s airport Fri-
day to board a helicopter. Some
reports said he was nearly cut in
half by gunfire.

While it remained unclear who
was behind the killing, observers
said the act appeared to have sup-
port among Niger’s often-frac-
tious military — who immedi-
ately took control of the country.

ics.

System.

at Z\ Younis Art Studio, Inc., in Garapan.
Telephone Nos. 234-6341 ¥ 234-7578 ¥

VINYL SIGNS: Forindoor/outdoor with col-
ors, style and quality, on wood, glass, metal,
plastic cloth and walls, designed in computer
graphics, artistically drafted, composed with
a lot of talent and knowledge, is now avail-
able at Younis Art Studio, Inc.

VINYL BANNERS: On cloth and plastic
materials, from 1-5 feet wide and length from
3 feet to 50 or 75 feet and more, with any
color, letters size and.style and rich graph-

Also hand painted signs and banners, artis-
tically designed and colored on any mate-
rial surface of all sizes.

DIGITAL PRINT: Signs for inside markets/
stores/shaps in full colors with print of the
goods/merchandise on plastic sheets/
boards or on transparencies on special pa-
S per or cloth for ceiling hang for display or

§ above shelves, counters and merchandise
¥ stands, can easily be produced by the tal-
B ented and capable sign makers at YAS Sign

| Full color digital print for back light in shops

§ window or special display in the outdoor,

B such as food items, drinks cosmetics, per-
B fumes, jewelry and many more.

j Vinyl signs are durable, colorful and guar-
| anteed to last for five to seven years in all
weather conditions and stands heat tem-
perature 40-180 degrees Fahrenheit.

234-9797 ¥ 234-9272 or Fax No. 234-9271.
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Bill...

Continued from page 12

compensation for getting one or
more additional persons engaged
in the scheme.

T will vote against it.” Koshiba
said despite the vigorous campaign
of the Ministry of Justice and the
Office of the Special Prosecutor

against such scheme.

The Ministry of Justice has
warned against the dangers of the
“pyramid scheme.” saying that it
will only lead to loss of money.

The OSP, on the other hand, has
recommended to the Congress and
the President to sign into law with-
out delay the proposed bill outlaw-
ing the establishment of, or in-

volvement in this “'type of fraud.” -

The Blocks ...

Continued from page 10

Vocalists Avenido and Tan can
stretch their vocal range into nth
degree.

Bassist Aniversario has a quick
hands in tapping the bass lines with
an amazing bag of guitar tech-

niques.

Aside from lending his vocals on
the side. the bassist could provide a
tight rhythm works and handles a
wide range of musical repertoire.

Keyboardist Reambonanza's vir-
tuosity in the keys gave a different
deftness and fine arrangements on
the band's music.

Dela Cerna’s steady hands on
lead guitar could go from a Led
Zeppelin's classic. blues music to
standards.

Drummer Palmos’ magnificent
pounding skills on the skins helped
in giving a defining rhythm to the
band’s music.

“Expectmore funandevery night
is a party,” the band said in an
interview.

Sponsors of Gilligans will be
doing a lot of promotional gim-
micksthatparty people could watch
out for.

Retro night and a pajama party
gimmicks are still on the works.

There will also be an alternate
band from Guam who will play
with The Blocks once a month.

Underits new management with
Ravi Raj, Hyatt’s Food and Bever-
age Manager and discotheque’s
new assistant manager Nizam
Omar, Gilligans will continue to
provide good entertainment in the-
CNML

Humanities...

Continued from page 11

On May st archaelogist Dave
Detant and Fr. Francis Hezel . S.J.
a long time historical researcher
and writeron Micronesian subjects
afong with a representative from
the local Historical and Preserva-
sonOffice will be discussing settle-

ment patterns and non-material
culture of the early Chamorros.

The seminar will be devoted to
teaching strategies and curriculum
developmentutilizing the resources
prepared for the institute and the
information presented during the
rest of the seminars will be dis-
cussed in the final session on May
8.

Palau. ..

Continued from page 9

numely. Okotol. Ollei and
Neerbuau. withacombined project
cost of $20.000. All three will
have a holding capacity of 30
fishing boats. said Aquon.
Aquon said he has to make use
of every available resource. in-
cluding workforce. to complete
all pending projects before fiscal
veur 1999 ends or else the funds
allotted for these CIPs shall be
returned to the national treasury.
Of'the 1 3employed local work-
ers. six of them, according to the
govemnor, are femalesdoing man'’s
joblike shoveling sand and gravel.

mixing cement, pushing the
wheelbarrow and leveling the area
for the Headstart playground.

These same female workers also
provide food foreverybody work-
ing on the project. showing spirit
of cooperation in the community.
said Aquon.

Withthe 24-hour power system
in place in the state, the governor
is confident that state economy
will significantly improve. The
fishery industry. which is cur-
rently producing some 3,000 to
4.000 pounds of reef fish a week.
will greatly benefit from the dock
projects.

I can promise the people of
Ngarchelong that we can do [it],”
assured Aquon.

Jones . ..

Continued from page 9

able bulk of what could have been
revenues the CNMI government
can generate.

“The investors want everything
handed down on a silver platter.
They wanttaxexemptions, tax holi-
days. No excise tax, no user fee.

They want a lot of things. They
want everything free.” said Aldan,
in an earlier interview.

“What money will government
get other than the individual in-
come taxes (of people working in-
side the zone) 7 The muitiplier
effect will only be on the dollar an
employee spends when coming out
to buy food and drinks,” Aldan
added.

Bellas. ..

Continued from page 7

DAB's decision to condition its
affirmance on the final resolution
of the Muna case.

“First, the court finds nothing
within the language of the statute
which empowers DAB to place
conditions on permits—it must
either affirm or deny the granting
of the permit utilizing the bases,”
Bellas stressed.

Second, the judge said, the con-
dition unduly burdens Lucky as it
essentially enjoins the investor
from moving forward with con-
struction on its permit.

“Finally, there is no prejudice
to respondent (Muna estate) by
finding the condition unreason-
able as it may petition the court
for injunctive relief if and when
Lucky moves forward with con-
struction or act at another time if
considers appropriate,” Bellas
said.

Lawyer . . .

Continued from page 6

ters through local law.

She said Public Law 10-57 grants
exclusive control over such mat-
ters to the Department of Lands
and Natural Resources (DLNR)and
its Division of Fish and Wildlife
(DFW).

Sandvold said Assistant Attor-
ney General Elliot A. Sattler in-
stead suggest the enactment by the
Legislature of a CNMI law clarify-
ing the control granted to DLNR.

She said the local bills’ goals
could alsobe accomplished through
their introduction and passage 4s
bills in the Legislature.

Or, she added. Rota could work
with DLNR toenactrules and regu-

lations that will create the marine
reserves. -

Sandfold assured the mayor that
the governor was disappointed to
veto Senate Local Bills 11-12 and
11-13, and “‘strongly supports the
environmental intentions of these
bills.”

The proposed local laws are con-
sidered crucial for “enhancing”
Rota’s eco-tourism efforts.

Federalization ...

Continued from page 6

Filipino if he wants federalization
he’ll say, ‘yes,”” said Heidernann.

The Clinton administration has
expressed intent to extend federal

labor and immigration laws into
the CNMI, citing a supposed ab-
normal situation created by the
Commonwealth’s dependence on
foreign labor.

It is only in the CNMI where a
visa is not required for foreigners,

coming in to work or as tourists,
this being guaranteed under the
Covenantof integration that CNMI
and federal officials signed several
years ago, as part of the
Commonwealth’s inception into
the US political family.

Employers ...

Continued from page 6

permits expired, they allegedly
borrowed a boat to find work else-
where.

According to a report by the US
Coast Guard, hundreds of Chinese

are still being smuggled into sev-
eral islands in the Pacific, particu-
larly Guam. In justa short period of
time, about 600 individuals from
China have illegally migrated to
Guam.

The US Coast Guard said that for
the past 10 months alone, Chinese
nationals have illegally entered

Guam in at least eight drop-off
points.

The Coast Guard reported that
the Chinese were using small or
large fishing vessels when they
enterGuam after sneakingintoRota
which is only about 47 nautical
miles, or 87 kilometers, north of
the US Territory.

Saipan . . .

Continued from page 5

here,” said Villagomez.

Meanwhile, the Marianas Visi-
tors Authority expressed concermns
that this portrayal of Saipan jeopar-
dizes the CNMI’s efforts of pro-
moting its tourism industry as tour-
ists may have tainted perception of
the island.

“T just like to dispel that kind of
bad rumor because we are not fa-
mous for food poisoning and that’s
not the way to infame our destina-

tion here. Thatis not we are known
for,” said Sablan.

The MVA official added that
CNMI’s Department of Public
Health and other concerned agen-
cies have been efficient in their
inspection of food establishments
to deter possible food-related inci-
dents.

The Hotel Association of the
Northern Mariana Islands
(HANMI) said these kinds of por-
trayals are predictable following
the lawsuits against Saipan’s gar-
ment industries.

“We are not surprised at all. We

knew this would happen even be-
fore the filing of the lawsuit,”said
Ron Sablan, HANMI president.

The Global Exchange report said
more than 1,200 garment factory
workers have been sickened in a
recent series of mass food poison-
ing at sweatshop compounds on
the controversial U.S. territory of
Saipan.”

It also quoted the U.S. Labor’s
Occupational Safety and Health Ad-
ministration (OSHA ) as saying these
incidents constitute the largest work
place food poisoning the agency has
ever investigated on U.S. soil.

Saipan. ..

Continued from page 5

additional claims.

CPA has signed a Memorandum
of Agreement (MOA) with CUC
for the completion of the long-
delayed $4.9 million Saipan
Sewerline Project. Underthe agree-
ment, CUC would shoulder about
70 percent of the total project cost.

“Thisisavery significant project
not only to CPA but to the entire
community of Saipan. Thisis justa
matter of getting involved in the
claim that will allow us to continue
with the project,” Salas stressed.

He said CPA has consistently
asked CUC to consider the FAA
restrictions which subject the ports
authority to cough out only 30 per-
cent of the total project cost. "Ap-
parently, that is just too many at-
tempts on our part.”

The CPA executive director
emphasized that CUC should take
a look at the total project and how
it would benefit close toathousand
households in the Dan Dan com-
munity.“We should getdifferences
out of the way.”

He also mentioned the possibil-
ity that the project contractor might
sue the ports authority. He said,
however, that in the absence of
CUC’s participation and PDL's
refusal to cap its claims the accord-
ing to FAA restictions. CPA’s
hands are tied with regards to the
completion of the project.

Salas  stressed  that  the
contractor’s claim is a legitimate
part of the total project cost, pro-
vided this undergoes proper verifi-
cation and validation processes.
adding that FAA restrictions of 30
percent for CPA and 70 percent for
CUC also apply to the claims.

“Given that kind of restrictions,

we hope CUC understands our situ-
ation. We have the money avail-
able for the $4.9 million cost. The
project will help protect 70 percent
of water up atthe airport land while
alsobenefit Dan Danresidents, he
added.

He mentioned the importance of
completing the project under the
terms of agreement signed between
CPA and CUC since the utilities
corporation will not be able to un-
dertake this project for another 10
years.

PDL contends that it continues
to incur equipment standby costs
due to CPA’s temporary suspen-
sion of the sewerline project. and
that the losses have already bal-
looned to $1.9 million by Jan. 9.
1999.

CPA however certified only
$350.000 which was later reduced
to $268.000 following series of
validationand verification process.

Gov't. ..

Continued from page 5

Privatization of the health msur-
ance, however, does not necessar-
ily mean that the government will
no longer have a role to play to
ensure that its employees are taken
cared of properly, according to
DPH.

Villagomez said once the health
insurance is privatized. the

government’'srole will be toensure
thatthe private insurance company
pays DPH diligently forevery medi-
cal services incurred by its sub-
scribers, especially from the gov-
ermment sector.

The governor also repeatedly
expressed support on any move to
privatize the govemnment health
insurance. saying it will help the
cash-strapped government sustain
its other operations and to continu-
ously provide basic services to the

community,

"I will support privatization if
that will improve the billing of the
insurance. 1like to see even some
of the government agencies priva-
tized. Privatization is not bad.” the
eovemor said,

The government health insur-
ance. which is under the auspices
of the NMI Retirement Fund. ear-
lier revealed that the amount it col-
lects in premium is far lower than
the claims given to subscribers.
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New . ..

Continued from page 1

kind or cash. However, P.L. 11-
74 only applies to resident work-
ers who do not receive the federal
minimum wage rate of $5.15 an
hour. Current CNMI rate is $3.05.

HANMI, meanwhile, warns
against lawsuits that may arise
from the private sector’s incom-
pliance with the new law unless
clarifications and amendments are
made.

HANMYI, one of the biggest pri-
vate employers in the CNMI,
added that the new law raises the
cost of doing business during an
economic crisis, creates further
instability in the investment cli-
mate, and may cause some busi-
nesses to close if they cannot ab-
sorb the cost. '

Compliance will only happen
afterthe Department of Labor and
Immigration comes up with a set
of rules and regulations govemn-
ing the implementation of the law,
according to what was resolved
on Friday during the meeting be-
tween legislative leaders, the
Saipan Chamber of Commerce
directors and HANMI officials to
outline specific problems of busi-
nesses in implementing the law.

RonSablan, HANMI president,
said the business community can-
not implement the “Resident
Workers Fair Compensation Act”
until amendments are made and
numerous ambiguities are clari-
fied through regulations.

“We agree with compensating
local workers fairly and we un-
derstand the law. But we have
difficulties implement in its be-
cause it's very vague — without

Teno . ..

Continued from page 1

bents.

Given this situation, Tenorio
can arguably seek a fourth term
since the restriction applies tohim
during his third term as CNMI
governor. But he stressed that he
is bowing out as soon as his term
expires in 2001.

“I am happy with the way I
have administered the government
and helped provide better changes
for the community during my pre-
vious terms in office. I will just
try to do my best until 2001 to
make CNMI a better place and
provide our people with a higher
quality of living,” he added.

Tenorio has expressed opti-

mism that his non-confrontational
approach in running the govern-
ment will bring the Administra-
tiontoaccomplishing its programs
of action despite the current eco-
nomic turmoil.

He emphasized that he is happy
about the way major concerns
raised by the federal government
have been addressed by his Ad-
ministration. He said thatthe gov-
emment was able to meet its ex-
pectations and targets for the first
few months of his administration.

He admitted however that even
when something has been accom-
plished another thing always comes
up. “We are doing our best but
when you accomplish something,
another thing always comes up so
it’s a never-ending process. We
justwouldlike todo whatis best for
the people and the community.”

Tinian,. . .

Continued from page 1

office has been under a seven-
hour work day since last year.

But a Tinian Republican, who
declined to be identified, said the
employees’ relation with the
mayor is “besides the point.”

“The point is they’re not for his
candidate, Cing, they re for Hocog
and they are being terminated
because of that,” the Tinian Re-
publican alleged.

SAN JOSE MOTEL

DAY TIME - $15.00
ONE NIGHT - $20.00
WEEKEND - $25.00
Free Services: Hot Water, VCR and Video Tape,
Drinking Water.  Rooms available for monthly rental
325000 $300.00  $350.00  $400.00
Call Tel. 235-8899

Then a Democrat, Hocog ran
with Borjainthe Unity slate inthe
1997 general elections.

Last month, however, the Tinian
Republican Party announced its
endorsement of Hocog's senato-
rial candidacy.

Hocog will be running with
Municipal Council Chair Henry
H. San Nicolas, who will seek the
island’s lone House seat.

Cing, for his part, will seek a
third term reportedly with Coun-
cil Chair Norman Palacios, a Re-
publican, as the House candidate.

FOR RENT
S Bedroom House
Furnished or Unfurnish
Located at As Perdido
Call: Glen at 235-2379 or
Cris at 235-1176

Taylor’s . ..
Continued from page 5

could substantially affect the inter-
est of Kosack since any decision
would affect the Special Master

procecdings.” he said.

Atalig added that Kosack is the
lawyer for Taylor in an on-going
civil action of which Taylor is a
party and his interest could be sub-
stantially affected by the outcome
of such petition.

Earlier. Hillblom s estate execu-
tor Bank of Saipan had sought the
removal of GuamJudge Alberto C.
Lamorena 11T from sitting in the
related Hillblom proceedings be-
fore the Supreme Court foralleged
conflicts of interest,

This is to inform the general public that SEDINIA D.
HABOC (a.k.a. DINIA), whose picture appears hereon,
is NO LONGER connected with WDI Saipan, Inc. dba
Capricciosa Restaurant effective April 6, 1999. Any
transaction and dealings she has from this day on will
not be honored by the company.

From the management of WDI Saipan, Inc.

PUBLIC NOTICE

TO ALL OUR VALUED CUSTOMERS:

rules and regulations.

“It’s so ambiguous, we can ex-
pect a whole series of lawsuits
when businesses have difficulties
complying. We wouldrather work
with our leaders to get out list of
questions resolved before the
trouble begins,” said Sablan in a
HANMI statement released on
Friday.

Businesses’ concerns include
the re-definition of standard
hourly wage, the benefits that
would be included’, the exemp-
tionorinclusionof executive ben-
efits and the time period needed
to average the cost of benefits.

HANMI also raised the possi-

bility of business closure if they
are unable to provide the benefits
to all, the calculation of the value
of medical benefits when em-
ployer self-insures, and the in-
creased cost of doing business
among large business entities.

In some instances, one could
say businesses are actually penal-
ized for hiring locals, said
HANML

Forexample, aprominent Saipan
business has 37employees of which
36 are locals and one is non-resi-
dent. Thealienworkersisamiddle-
management level accountant, a
position for which the company is
unable to hire a local.

The average cost of the per-
sons’ benefits is $4,000 per.year.
The cost must be added to the
salaries of 28 locals working in
the company who make less than
the U.S. minimum wage. The
total added cost to the business is
$112,000 per year.

“After the discussion . . . there
seemed to be a consensus among
the group that there should be
some changes to the law. The law
really opens up a can of worms
because it was so briefly worded.

“In these (hard) economic
times, we really can’t afford to
create further instability,” said
Sablan.

We Design & Print

« Brochures ¢« Calendars » Books « Menu Covers
- Posters + Corporate Logo « Letterheads
» Business Cards and more . ..

Younis Art Studio, Inc.

P.0. Box 231 Saipan MP 96950 Located in Garapan
Tel.: 234-6341 + 7578 + 9797 « Fax.: 234-9271
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R

We've been a medium for
the public exchange of
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events that touch your life
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__#*Marianas ff’e —
Classified Ads Section

DEADLINE: 12:00 noon the day prior fo publication

NOTE: If some reason your adverfisement is incorrect, call us
B | immediotely to make the necessary corrections. The Marianas Variety
News and Views is responsiole only for one incorrect insertion. We
| reserve the right to edit, refuse, reject or cancel any ad at any time.

Employment Wanted

~ Job Vacancy

“Announcement

PUBLIC NOTIGE

All interested resident workers are
urged to register at the
Dept. of Labor & Immigration,
Division of Employment Services for
the job/s being advertised in which
you are qualified and available.
For further assistance,
please call Alfred A. Pangelinan at
Tel. 664-2078.

01 MASON-Salary: $3.05 per hour

01 CARPENTER-Salary: $3.05 per hour
Contact: SU CORPORATION Tel. 288-
9430(4/12)M30455

02 (ASST) GENERAL MANAGER-Sal-
ary: $1,000-53,000.00 per month
Contact;: COMMONWEALTH MARINE
LEISURE CORP. dba Marine Sports &
Leisure Tel. 234-9157(4/12)M30453

01 AIRPLANE PiLOT-Salary: $2,200.00
per month

Contact: AVIATION SERVICES, LTD.
dba Freedom Air Tel. 234-8328(4/
12)M30454

03 PHYSICAL THERAPIST-Salary:
$3.05 pe rhour

Contact: OOSAKO, LTD. dba Qosako
Restayrant Tel. 233-3783(4/12)M30444

01 SUPERVISOR, ELECTRICAL-Sal-
ary: S3.75 per hour

01 STEELWORKER-Salary: S3.30 per
hour

01 ELECTRICIAN-Salary: $3.05 per
hour

Contact: WORLD ELECTRIC & CONST.
CO., INC. Tel. 235-6233(4/12)M30446

01 SALES SUPERVISOR-Salary: $3.50
per hour

Contact: LUCKY CORPORATION dba
Lucky Star & Shoe Mart Tel. 235-1998(4/
12)M30450

01 STOCK CONTROL CLERK-Salary:
$3.05 per hour

Contact: LIM'S CORPORATION dba
Daora Mart & Gift Tel. 233-1828(4/
12)M30451

02 JANITOR-Salary:53.05 per hour

04 PACKER-Salary:S$3.05 per hour

01 QUALITY CONTROL SUPERVISOR-
Salary:$4.50 per hour

04 STOCK CLERK-Salary:53.05 per
hour

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:S3.50 per
hour
01 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT-Sal-
ary:S3.05 per hour
23 CHECKER-Salary:53.05 per hour
03 EMBROIDERY MACHINE OPERA-
TOR-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: WINNERS CORPORATION
Tel. 2235-1804(4/19)M30552

01 COMPUTER PROGRAMMER-Sal-
ary:$3.05-4.00 per hour

01 PLUMBER-Salary:53.05-5.00 per
hour

Contact: SAIPAN ICE & WATER CO.,
INC. Tel. 322-4701(4/19)M77898

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:5650.00-
1,000.00 per month

05 TRUCK DRIVER, DELIVERY
ROUTE-Salary:$3.05-3.25 per hour

01 REFRIGERATION MECHANIC-Sal-

ary:$1,500.00 per month

01 COMMERCIAL CLEANER-Sal-

ary:$3.05 per hour

01 CARPENTER-Salary:S$3.05 per hour

01 MARKETING MANAGER-Sal-

ary:$1,100.00 per month

Contact: JG SABLAN WATER & ICE
CO. INC. Tel. 234-3221(4/22)Th77977

CLASSIFIED
ADS FIRST

01 BEAUTICIAN-Salary:$6.80 per hour
Contact: HATAMATA INTERNATIONAL,
INC. dba Dolce Hair Mode Salon Tel.
233-2338(4/19)M30543

01 MECHANIC (HEAVY EQUIPMENT)-
Salary:53.50-4.00 per hour

Contact: GAUDENCIO C. MACALINAO
dba Unity Trade Service Inc. Tel. 322-
7461(4/19)M77896

01 AUTOMOBILE MECHANIC-Sal-
ary:$3.50 per hour

$110.00 housing allowance pius $50.00
gasoline ailowance per month taxable.
Contact: STS ENTERPRISES, INC. Tel.
235-3760(4/19)M30545

01 LICENSED MEDICAL TECHNOLO-
GIST-Salary:510.00-14.00 per hour

Contact: DIAGNOSTIC LABORATORY
SERVICES, INC. dba Bio Pathology

. Laboratory Tel. 235-0233(4/19)M30547

01 MASON-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: QUINCY CORPORATION dba
Micronesian Marine Tel. 234-9696(4/
19)M30549

01 CASHIER-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: AMERICAN JOINT PARTNER
CO., LTD. dba Beijing Store Il Tel. 233-
5717(4/19)M30551

01 SUPERVISOR, REAL ESTATE-Sal-
ary:$1,500.00-4,200.00 per month
Contact: NIIZEKI INT'L. SAIPAN CO.,
LTD. Tel. 234-5050(4/19)M77895

01 COOK-Salary:$3.75-4.50 per hour

Contact: MICRONESIA SYSTEMS,
INC. dba Plumeria Resort Tel. 322-
6201(4/19)M30553

01 DRESSMAKER-Salary:$3.05-3.25
per hour

Contact: CLEOFE CABRERA Tel. 234-
7651(4/26)M30631

01 (ASSISTANT) COOK HELPER-Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: YH CORPORATION dba
Ajiichiban Restaurant Tel. 235-3211(4/
26)M7£026

01 (SUPERVISOR) (PARTS & SER-
VICE)-Salary:$528.67 per month
Contact: KEICO MOTORS SAIPAN
LTD. Tel. 234-0173(4/26)M30633

01 SALESPERSON-Salary:5750.00 per
month

Contact: COMMERCIAL TRADING OF
SAIPAN dba Saipan Hardware Tel. 234-
6886(4/26)M30635

01 (RADIO NEWS JOURNALIST)
NEWSCASTER-Salary:$5.00-7.50 per
hour

Contact; FAR EAST BROADCASTING
CO., INC. dba Radio Station KSAI Tel.
234-6520(4/26)M30634

01 COMMERCIAL CLEANER-Sal-
ary:S3.50 per hour

Contact: L & M ENTERPRISES Tel. 322-
6322(4/26)M78040

01 MANAGER-Salary:$3.50 per hour
Contact: ZHEN HUA CORPORATION
dba Just For You Beauty Salon Tel. 233-
2228(4/26)M30624

01 DELIVERER ROUTE TRUCK
DRIVER-Salary:$3.05 per hour

01 WAREHOUSE WORKER-Sal-
ary:53.05 per hour

Contact: D.L.Z. AMERICAN CORP. dba
Xin Hua Mart & Xin Hua Auto Shop Tel.
288-1388(4/26)M30626

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$1,400.00
per month
Contact: ANTONIO S. CAMACHO dba
Westpac Freight Tel. 322-1212(4/
26)M30630

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$3.05-4.30
per hour

Contact: MYUNG SUNG CORPORA-
TION dba Int'l. Insurance Tel. 234-
1941(4/26)M30629

01 MAINTENANCE REPAIRER,
BUILDING-Salary:$3.05-3.50 per hour
01 GARDENER-Salary:$3.05-3.50 per
hour

Contact: HOTEL NIKKO SAIPAN, INC.
dba La Fiesta San Roque Tel. 322-
0998(4/26)M78028

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE E RGENY[ NEEB
COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN g 'aay R
MARIANA ISLANDS AN T / ’ .’
In the matter of the ) o S
adoption of The CNMI Museum
JAKE TUTOR ACACIO. urgently needs palm
By: PAUL EDWARD STRICKHART fronds to complete roof
nd GLADYS ELIZABETH of utt constructed on
STRICKHART
Petitioners. museum grounds,
FCD AD Civil Action No. 99-0082
Please call: 664-2160

NOTICE OF HEARING v
APARTMENT FOR RENT.
Carpeted 2-Bedroom, Fully
Furnished Apartment in
San Antonio, Close to stores, church
and beach. Nice location.

For appointment to see, Call: 235-0526
Serious Inquiries only.

HOUSE FOR RENT
2 BEDROOM,
CONCRETE HOUSE
24 HOURS WATER
AS LITO AREA

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that Peti-
tioners, through the undersigned coun-
sel, will bring the Petition for Adoption
in this matter for hearing on April 29,
1999 at 9:00 a.m. at the Superior Court,
Saipan, CNMI.

DATED this 12th day of March, 1999.

/s/DAVID A. WISEMAN
Attomey for Petitioners

CALL: 288-8138

APARTMIENT FOR RENT

Studio Type - $270/month
Furnished, Good Power &
Water, Single or Couple
only. In Koblerville

Tel. 288-2222

DOCENTS,
TOUR GUIDES

Volunteers needed for
. PNNll)l N!ﬂS(:\ﬂﬂl;l i 1999 Harley Davidson
Training hegins April £h| | (ystom Sofail-Motoreycle
Call now: 664-2160 INQUIRE IF INTERESTED
(670) 322-6319

ST AN SALES & M TING
Hard Rock SUPERVISOR

s’ s SALES & MARKETING
REPRESENTATIVE

Hard Rock Café is currently seeking qualified applicants who are
out-going with great interpersonal skills. Marketing and public
relations is a plus. Good communication skills both oral & written.
Japanese speaking preferred.

Please respond in person with your resume to:
HARD ROCK CAFE
2nd Floor. DFS Galleria, Beach Road, Garapan
Look for ltes V. Mohammad

B> EOoN M~ B

e Commercial Space

« Korean/Japanese Restaurant
CW/Complete Furnishing/Equipment)

« Studio Type Units Good For Staff Housing

Across
Dai-ichi/Hyat! Hotel
234-7452/9580
Ask for Ruben

is now looking Tor a professional, fun-loving

\\'l\() can P('l't-()l'n):
* Magic tricks and/or comedy shows
1 vou think vou have what it akes,
I’l\'-l\" r"\l"l“(‘ iﬂ I)('l\(ll\ \\ill\ '\Ulll' resunme ton
FIARD ROCK CAYL
Indd Floor, DS Galleria, Beach Road, Garapan
Laok tor Jet

Great & exdting opportunitios await vou.

"Where food, fun & entertainment never endS"

APARTMENT FOR RENT

- 1 & 2 Bedroom, Fully Furnished,
Split Type A/C on all Rooms
Including Living & Dining

Breezy Atmosphere, Ccean View,

Spacious Parking

24 Hours Power & Water
W/Standby Generator

W/ Laundry Facilities

Please call:
235-7171/7272
287-7070

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT
OF GUAM

In the matter of the estate
of

Vicente Garrido Tajalle,
Deceased. )
Probate Case No. PR-0014-99

NOTICE OF HEARING
PETITION

THIS NOTICE IS
REQUIRED BY LAW. YOU
ARE NOT REQUIRED TO
APPEAR IN COURT
UNLESS YOU DESIRE.

NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN that EDITHA E.
TAJALLE has filed a Petition
For Letters of Administrations
upon the Estate of the decedent
named above, reference to
which petition is hereby made
for further particulars.

A hearing on the petition is
set for April 22, 1999 at 10:00
a.m., of said date, in the Court-
room of the Superior Court of
Guam, Judicial Center, 120
West O’Brien Drive, Hagatna,
Guam.

Dated: February 25, 1999

Clerk, Superior Court of Guam

By:/s/Josefina L. Aquino
Clerk

TFTOLRL RENT

New 2-Bedroom Apartment Units
Near Kobler Elem. Sch., Coral Ocean Point

24 hour water, fenced location. air-con in each
bedroom, refrigerator. stove. water heater &
trash collection. 235-4341 evening.

AUTO INSURANCE

$23 pay additional we'll cover you better.
15t Fines $100- $150 « Higher Fines $350 - 5500
Starting June 1st
Come to 7.12 Insurance

Across P.G Hotel in CK.

- HOUSE FOR RENT .

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms
w/swimming pool, nice view,
w/laundry facilities,
price reduced
CALL: 322-3685

Apartment For Rent

2 Bedroom Apartment
(Furnished)

North of P1C Hotel
Call: Sally at 234-3694

|
i
;
i
{
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EEK & MEEK® by Howie Schneider

WHAT DO <00 DO
FOR A LVING?

REALLY, WHAT
KIND OF THINGS
DO Y00 WRTE?

©1999 by h A, Inc.

SATURPAR NIGHT, AND
THE MOON (S FULL

LZ:8 GINI WeT

OUT OF THE NIGHT, A CRY TO

—

DONT QYOU MEPN .,
NQOCO, 1 GUESS

WWW.ComicZone.com

ALL THAT 19 WILD AND FREE..

ARE 9

HOW WOULD You
LIKE TO BUY A

A YSALESMEN ARE A
wHAT? | DYING BREED.

SELL YOUR
DRAWING?

DID YOU I COULDN'T..

I'M A DYING
BREED..

STELLA WILDER

YOUR BIRTHDAY

MONDAY, APRIL 12, 1999
Born today, you are a peace-
lover from start to finish by
knowing how to turn the bad
into good. You are a go-getter
and an aggressive advocate for
all causes if it wins your sup-
port. You are not the kind to
take things lightly, particularly
in affairs that involve close
friends, family members and
loved ones. You are one of the
most ambitious individuals born
under this or any other sign, and
you’re not the kind to willingly
share whatlittle vulnerability you
have with anyone, whether it in-
volves family, friends or strang-
ers.

You are one of those fortunate
individuals who knows a great
deal about a great many topics,
and yet you rarely have to pick up
abook. Your instincts and talents
so varied and keen that you will
never seem to have trouble learn-
ing a new activity or skill. You
love to learn!

Alsobornonthis date are: David
Letterman, comedian and talk-
show host; Herbie Hancock, mu-
sician; Shannen Doherty, actress;
Andy Garcia, actor; David
Cassidy, actor, singer, and enter-
tainer; Vince Gill, singer.

To see what is in store for you
tomorrow, find your birthday and
read the corresponding paragraph.
Let your birthday star be your
daily guide.

TUESDAY, APRIL 13

ARIES (March 21-April 19)
— You may feel as though

you're being “overactive” to-
day, even when you are doing
the bare minimum. Assignments
come at you from all sides.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
— You can expect some finan-
cial assistance today, though
you may not recognize it for
whatitis at first. Keep facts and
figures straight.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
— You’'ll be hardworking and
on-target throughout much of
the day. It may surprise others
that you're willing todo so much
without any kind of break.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
— Someone knows how to bring
out the best in you today, and at
the best moment. You should
pay attention to what he or she
has to say to you.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) —
You may have to deal with more
than your share of mundane is-
sues today. You're the only one
in a position to recognize when
certain things must be done.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
— Communication on all levels
is likely to be more difficult for
you than usual. You may feel as
though you're speaking a for-
eign language at times.

LIBRA (Sept.23-Oct. 22) —
You may be called upon to fol-
low someone else’s path
throughout much of the day in
order to figure out what went
wrong before it’s too late.

SCORPIO (Oct.23-Nov.21)
— You’re going to have to be
quite multi-faceted throughout

the day, capable of doing a vari-
ety of different things all at once.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21) — There may be a
delay in the transfer of mes-
sages during the first part of the
day. Later, you’ll have to work
doubly fast to “catch up.”

CAPRICORN (Dec.22-Jan.
19) — It’s time to “grin and
bear it” one more time today,
thankstoa “friend” whodoesn't
know that he or she is encroach-
ing on your territory.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb.
18) — Love is likely to take a
more prominent position in your
life at this time, but you mustn’t
make the mistake of thinking
that it is risk-free.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
— You’'re eager to experience
something new and exciting to-
day, but you mustn’t go so far
out of your way that you perma-
nently risk a current project.

" CROSSWORD PUZZLER

ACROSS . contestant
39 Body of .
1 Married water Answer to Previous Puzzle
4 She plays 3(1) I\doreRvapid NIOIVIA I'LEDMG A
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“You say you're my son? Do you have
@% any identification?”
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“If you must hit a tree, remember that maples
are hardwood and pines are softwood.”
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Big unit gives Arizona first win

ATLANTA (Reuters) — Randy
Johnson signed a four-year, $53
million contract in the offseasonto
be the ace of the Arizona staff and
on Saturday he delivered his new
team its first win of the season.

“The Big Unit" struck out 15 in
a six-hitter to carry the Arizona
Diamondbacks an 8-3 victory over
the Atlanta Braves.

Johnson struck out at least one
batter in every inning and walked
justtwoinhis57th careercomplete
came. Outof 123 pitches, he threw
83 strikes.

Tony Batista provided the of-
fence witha four RBIday. He went

5-for-5 with a solo homer in the
fourth inning and run-scoring
singles the sixth, seventhand ninth
to set a team record for hits in a
game.

Damian Miller added three hits
and two RBI and Matt Williams
also had three hits for the Dia-
mondbacks. who banged out 16
hits in support of Johnson's stellar
performance.

Atlanta starter and reigning Cy
Young Award winner Tom
Glavine, who won all three of his
starts against Arizona last year, al-
lowed five runs over six innings.

In Los Angeles, Kevin Brown
started eamning his record $105
million salary by allowing three
hits over eight innings as the Dodg-
ers blanked the Colorado Rockies
2.0 for their fifth win in six games.

Raul Mondesi belted his fourth
homer and Eric Karros also
homered forthe Dodgers, whose 5-
] start is their best since 1988, a
year they wentontowin the World
Series.

InPittsburgh, Ed Sprague belted
his fourth career grand in a six-
run fifth inning to lead the Pirates
to 2 9-3 victory over the Chicago
Cubs.

Kurt Miller relieved Cubs
starter Brad Woodall in the fifth
and preceded to walk Kevin
Young and Jason Kendall on eight
pitches to load the bases before
Sprague drove an 2-1 offering
overthe centre-field fence tomake
it 7-3. :

In Montreal, Todd Pratt, filling
in for injured Mets star catcher
Mike Piazza, hit a two-out single
that scored Matt Franco all the
way from first base in the 11th
inning to lift New York to a 4-3
victory over the Expos.

Pratt was 0-for-4 with two

| Ocean . . .

Continued from page 28

(Girls, 12:years and under
Eri Yamazak W 1832
Flar Deright MAC 1838
Haruka Shirkawa WM 19.00
Ami Iching WM 1925
M Katod W 1932
Jerabres Tofeshup 80 240
Samantha Telem N 2448
Brng Lim e W
Nozomi Miyazawe X N2
Reyra Tebieh $C WA
Fusako Ingishi nw HAD
Boys, {2:years and under
Ryoya Taquehi W 1751 {record)
Sho Saso &C 1757 (record)
Jeremy Wirkdeld ¢ 18R
Dean Palanos 8¢ 191
Caros Feger S 1942
Vichad Oh 8¢ A%
Eaiie Poppe BN 4%
Jonoe Meere 8¢ 14
Thomas Yoon 5S¢ 448
Jushn Mania VAN 2804
Takash Hasegava W 24
Robert Maron AR
Joseph Esieves AT
Girs, 14-years and under
Tomom Inoue W 33
Tomoyo hakamura W B3
Ami Hasegava Wi Uk
Tamixo Wirkheld 8¢ HA
Megqum Kubola W B
Sap Chave BN
Kaz Hes W Rne
3t Pere SOV
\ Sarhibn Hasepua W ay
Deires PanvgelnanSsC i
Jennier Kelir WAL 4835
Yok Tedenao MEN 025
Boys, 14years and under
Seur Gn Lz2 ¢ B2
Kin Duznas MEN 3550
Rayzor Tetuteb ¢ 4%
Naoyuki Uchyama W 4909
Wormen, senior division
Naoko Kanda HU 3300
Yoshimi Nishimiya WM
Namiz Kanda Us 310
Tracy Feger $C UM
Yikai Nokaga W 53
Audra Windeld G Bk
Yoshko Fumiyama W3k
Dadna Palars ¢y
Jenfer Prece ¢ IM
Kelvo Yamamoto W 10547
Men's senior rvsion
Justn Perce S N4
Tokutake YoshikunKY 3735

Satory Takahashi W a4

Kazuhiko Okawa Wi 10601
Women, masters division
Nooke Foreli S 256
Mowa Kobara WM 847
Kathiyn Ladoulis S, 4056
Sachi Kojma W41
Fumko Yamada PSR
Emi Walanabe WM 8307
Takako Uchiura 0SS 5309
Kyoko Sefiguch WM 5538
Toshiko KawashimaWWi4 548
Alsuko WakebayashiCSS %55
Nobuko Iohikawa W %0
Hroko Hoshino WM 507
Men, masters division
DanOKeele - WC 24
Kevin Seely 8¢ B
Suart Smith S 06
Cofin Thompson & B
Yusyhke Katsumata W oM
B Sakovich 8¢ 4%
Hrotashi inoue KY 485
Toshihzo twase 16 464
Fiala Talesshi Ky 462
Tokio Usukura X 5534
Aisushi Toneri W 6115
(tohko Mo XAX 6205
Women, 20-29 years old {1.3)
Tomoko Aso WM 2414
Hiomi Suzki WM 2703
Norko Mog [
Men, 20:29 years old (1.%)
Vince Seman ¢ 24
David Denight Gum. 257
Daisuke Umegak Ky 2708
Wornen, 3039 fno entry)
Men, 30-39 years old {1.3}
Gegy Krese S B
Hike \ilagomer S$C 28
asasuga Suk T uB
Ty louka 6 23
Manaby Imi W 2103
Edde Temeng! ¢ A2
Women, 40-49 years old
Chloe Wur Spn. 2156 {record)
Cardl Lyn Prerce 8C R
Biko Sakai &S 54
Suzie Kindl 8¢ 213
Norko Takanashi S 35
Yuko Kanda WM 322
Jamiang Friedon Sn. 3146
Christne Sanlos Son. 3020
Masayo Tekeuchi 0c 425
Men, 4049 years old
Yl Welch 8¢ %48
Junj Hoshino 0C ¥
Women, 50-59 years old
Rycxo Saito $§ AN
Hatsuko Suzuki A
Edvina Scinfa S, 4708
Hanko Sdake 8§ -
Men, 50-50 years old
Jm Denight S B4

strikeouts before he came through
with the winning hit.

Piazzawill missuptothree weeks
with sprained right knee ligaments
he suffered in Friday’s win over
Montreal.

In St Louis, Eric Davis delivered
a two-run single in the bottom of
the eighth inning to lift the Cardi-
nals to a 4-2 victory over the Cin-
cinnati Reds.

Juan Acevedo (1-0) pitched 1
1/3 scoreless innings to earn the
win in relief of rookie Jose
Jimenez, who gave up two runs
and six hits with four strikeouts in
seven innings.

By DENNE H. FREEMAN

jacket.

both sides on the par-4.

O’Meara rallies but,
is still a long shot

AUGUSTA, Georgia(AP)— Besides being the defending Masters
champion, Mark O’Meara is also a realist.
He feels he’s too far back for another Sunday charge to the green

I don’t have much of a chance, to be honest,” O’ Meara said after
shooting a 3-under-par 69 to get to 1-under 215. “I'm probably out
of the tournament unless there is a miracle.”

Jose Maria Olazabal was the leader at 209.

The diabolical 17th hole took the steam out of O’Meara’s bid on
Saturday. Masters officials movetf the tee back 25 yards (23 meters)
to 425 yards (388 meters) and planted numerous pine trees down

Also, somebody forgot to water the green.

Swim. ..

Continuéd from page 28

Each of them swam slightly
off course. The misjudgment
added a few yards of running to
the finish line.

Saipan’s Amanda Johnson
crossed the line first at 15.21, for
the gold.

One second behind for second
place was Rudolph, also of Saipan,
with a 15.22 timeslip.

Guam’s Sophina Taitano was
just three seconds back, at 15.24,
for third place.

the boy’s eight-year old and
under division had Japan’s Uta
Ichinoedging out Saipan’s Rezne
Wong by three seconds for first
place. Ichino came in at 14.07,
Wong was second at 14.10.

Ichino swims for the
Watermates Swim Club of Japan.

For the first time in the events
history publicelementary schools
fielded their own team. Young-

sters from San Vicente and WSR
elementary schools sent their
swimmers to the event.

Steve Marron and Brenda
Atalig each won sixth place fin-
ishes in the ten and under age
bracket.

That division were won by
$SC’s Ken Tanzawa and Myana
Welch with times of 16.36 and
19.22, respectively.

Rocball . ..

_quti_nued from page 28

won the next three overtime sets
for the ballgame.

Despite winning the first three
(sets) Mandatory Sub failed to
“juice out” Shut Up, thereby forc-
ing the ballgame into o-kon (extra
sets). Shut Up won all three extra
sets, 8-1, 10-0, 9-3.

Inotherrocball action, NoFear,
an MHS alumni rocball team,
faced Brotherhood in an exhibi-
tion tournament. The ballgame
served as a welcomed challenge
for Brotherhood who have been
inactive for awhile.

Olympian. ..

Continued from page 28

weightlifting programs such as at
Hopwood Jr. High and the
Marianas High School.

He will also be working with
the CNMI National Weightlifting
team which is in training for the
May—June, South Pacific
Games.

Pilar Denight of the Manukai
Swim Club was only six-tenths of
a second behind winner Eri
Yamazaki of Watermates Swim
Club, in girls 12-under.

Yamazaki’s time was 18.52.

For the master’s division the
introduction of the 2.5km was
welcomed. Twenty-four competi-
tors took part inthe new and longer
course.

Dan Okeefe of Guam, winner
of several Cocos Island swims in
the past, won the 2.5km race with
a time of 32.46. _

In second place was Saipan’s
Kevin Seely at 35.27.

Nicole Forelli topped the
women’s master’s division.
Forelli of Saipan came in first at
42.55 beating Japan’s Miwa
Kohara by about one minute at
43.47.

The other master’s event, the
1.3km, pitted several former
S.S.C. members. Vince Seman
won the 20-29 age division.
Seman’s time of 22.41 was three
minutes faster than second place
finisher David Denight,of Guam,
at25.57. Inthirdplace was Japan’s
Daisuke Umegaki, at 27.08.

“The organizers of the Ocean
Swim were also privileged again

to host two physically handi-
capped swimmers from the
Dragon Castle swim club,” said
Sakovich.

Junji Hoshino won a second
place medal in his 40-49 year old
age group. His time was 35.53.

That event was won by SSC’s
Val Welch with a 26.48 timeslip.

“Races were much more com-
petitive this year due to the stron-
ger showing of Japanese swim-
mers...,” added Sakovich.

Saipan bagged 12 top finishes,
Japan won eight, while Guam
could only walk away with one.

Of Japan’s better distance
swimmers, Naoko Kanda—
winner of the recent Tateyama
and Atami Open Water
Swims—won the senior
women’s 2.5km event at 33
minutes.

Kanda attends Hesei Inter-
national University in Japan.

“No event is successful
without the support of volun-
teers and sponsors. The Hong
Kong Shanghai Banking Cor-
poration and Joan Kosack,
who helped present the
awards. CRM and DPS Boat-
ing Safety and the Saipan Dia-
mond hotel,” said Sakovich.

Yokohama . ..

Continued from page 28

Kashima Antlers, champions in
1996 andlast season, slipped from
first to second place on 14 points
when they could collect only two
points from a “‘golden-goal” victory
in extra time away to Kyoto Purple
Sanga.

It was Kyoto's sixth consecutive
defeat and they are the only team in
the league without a point.

Shimizu S-Pulse, managed by
former Tottenham captain Steve
Perryman, are third on goal differ-
ence behind Kashima after winning
3-1 away to Avispa Fukuoka.

Elsewhere, Urawa Reds’ former

Japanese international striker
Masahiro Fukuda came back from a
three-game injury layofftoscore twice
in a 3-0 victory against Bellmare
Hiratsuka at Tokyo's National Sta-
dium.

Two of the Reds’ goals were cre-
ated by Yugoslav World Cup
midfielder Zeljko Petrovic, who was
returning from suspension after be-
ing sent off against Sanfrecce
Hiroshima two weeks ago for two
yellow cards.

The first of those cautions was for
displayingaT-shirtsaying*America-
NATO - killers™ but this time he
adhered to the league'srequest forno
more political slogans.

Alien ...

Continued from page 1

“The continual influx of these
people is placing ahuge demand
on personnel, facilities and re-
sources,” a prison official said.

Gov. Carl T. Gutierez, DOC
Director Angel Sablan, INS rep-
resentatives will meet today to
plan out strategies and seek as-
sistance from Washington.

U.S. District CourtJudge John
S. Unpingcois alsomeeting with
Justice Department head Janet

Reno in Wanshington to seek
legal assistance.

There are now over 270 Chi-
nese illegals being held at DOC.
It costs the Government of
Guam over $90 per day tohouse
and feed the detainees.

In an earlier interview, Di-
rector Sablan said the Federal’
Government has not reim-
bursed DOC at all and the ex-
pense is directly hurting the
department.

Since January, over 400 Chi-
nese illegals have stepped on to
American soil via Guam,

e
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MANCHESTER. England (AP)
— Prince Naseem Hamed knocked
out Paul Ingle in the 1tth round
Saturday night o retain his WBO
featherweighttitle forthe 1 2thtime.
Hamed totally dominated the first
cight rounds. flooring Ingle in the
first with a left hook and again in
the sixth with a left to the body.
Butl umed. whohad hardly been
hit until then. suddenly began to
look tired and vulnerable as Ingle
took charge in the ninth and 10th
and bloodied the champion’s nose.

Then. 45 seconds into the 11th |

round, Hamed landed ashortleftto
the top of Ingle s head that sent the
English challenger toppling back-
wards to end the scheduled 12-
round fight at the MEN Arena.

Hamed. whoextended hisrecord
to 32-0, with 29 knockouts, said he
may have broken his right hand in
the fight and would goto ahospital
for X-rays.

Ingle. the former European and
Commonwealth champion. lostfor
the first time after 21 wins.

Hamed weighed 126 pounds,
one-half pound more than Ingle.

Later. on the same bill, 40-year-
old Thomas “Hit Man™ Hearns won
the lightly regarded 1BO
cruiserweight title with a unani-
mous decision over fellow Ameri-

WBO Featherweig

ht

can Nate Miller.

Hearns, aformerfive-time world
champion fighting in Britain for
the first time as a pro, rarely got to
display his punching power as a

Champion Prince Naseem Hamed of Britain (right)
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Hamed wins by KO

listless Miller turmed the fight into
a drab, lackluster affair.
The judges scored the fight 118-

112, 117-112 and 118-111 for

Heams.

lands a punch on challenger Paul

Ingle at the Manchester Arena, Saturday. Naseem retained his title with an eleventh round stoppage. Ap

Agassi and
Brooke Shields

to divorce

BEVERLY HILLS, Calif.
(Reuters)— Actress Brooke Shields
and tennis star Andre Agassi have
thrown in the towel and announced
on Saturday they are divorcing after
almost two years of marriage.

Shields’s publicist Lisa Kasteler
issued a statement from her Beverly
Hills office on behalf of the couple
saying,"Wehavetheutmostiove and
respect foreach otherand will remain
the best of friends.™

Agassiwas publicly lessforthcom-
ing on Satwrday, telling repoters in
Hong Kong, “We have filed for di-
vorce and we are divorced ... it is
over.”

Thenormally flamboyant U.S.ten-
nis star spoke toreporters after reach-
ing the final of the $350,000) Hong
Kong Open and gave no reason for
the bustup of the marriage.

Agassi married Shields - starof the
hit U.S. sitcom “Suddenly Susan™
andstarof suchfilmsas Pretty Baby™
- in 1997 in & quict Roman Catholic
ceremony. Shields, then 31, practi-
cally sprinted up the steps of the
church, almost tripping in a dress
with a five-foot (1.5-metre) tain.

Dragomir, Seles reach finals

AMELIA ISLAND, Florida
(Reuters) — Anna Koumnikova
was again derailed inherbid forher
first WTA Tour singles title as the
Russian teenager fell to unsceded
Romanian Ruxandra Dragomir in
the semifinals of the Bausch &
Lomb Championships on Satur-
day.

Dragomirhalted the ninth-seeded
Kournikova's impressive run on
the Amelia Island clay by scoring a
6-3 7-5 victory that set up a final
against second seed Monica Scles.
who annihilated former champion
Conchita Martinez 6-0 6-1.

The 38th-ranked Dragomir.
owner of four carcer WTA Tour
titles. became only the second
unseeded playerinthe tournament’s
20-vear history to reach the final,
joining Carling Bassett, who went
on 1o lose to Chris Evert in 1983,
“It would be huge torme to beat

05
!

Monica,” Dragomir said. T don’t
want to think about it too much
because I'll get too excited.™

Koumikova, by far the tour’s
highest profile player never to win
atitle, looked on her way toridding
herself of that distinction.

After reaching the Hilton Head
final last week - where she lost to
Martina Hingis - Koumnikova con-
tinued playing some of the best
tennis of her career, posting deci-
sive upsets of top seed Lindsay
Davenport and sixth seed Patty
Schnyder here.

But Dragomirrallied fromdown
a break in cach set to halt the 17-
year-old Russian glamour girl’stitle
quest.

“1 mixed up my game a fot and
she doesn’t like that,” said
Dragomir, who won five consecu-
tive games after falling behind 0-2
10 seize control of the first set.

“She likes it when you give her
rhythm and the same pace. [ had to
play with a lot of spin on the ball
and come to the net sometimes. [
made her miss probably more than
she usually does,” added the Ro-
manian, whomade just 1 4unforced
errors compared with 35 for
Kournikova.

Dragomir, 26, recovered from a
1-3 deficit in the second set, which
featured five consecutive service

" breaksbefore the Romanianclosed

out the match by holding serve at
love.

“Iprobably tried to finish points
too quick because I didn't want to
do a lot of running,” said
Kournikova, who pulled out of
the doubles with a minor hip in-
Jury.

“I don’t want to use that as an
excuse because she played well.”
added Kournikova.

Second seeded Monica Seles of Sarasota, Fla, reaches to return a shot during her semifinal match against

Conchita Martinez at the Bausch & Lomb Championships, Saturday in Amelia Island, Fla. Seles defeated

Martinez 6-0, 6-1. AP

To the depths of NBA history.

the shot clock.

Cavaliers 81, Hawks 67

their third consecutive loss.

Miami humiliates
Chicago, 82-49

CHICAGO (AP) — How low can these Chicago Bulls go?

The Miami Heat held the Bulls to the lowest point total since the
introduction of the shot clock, humiliating the shell of a team that once
won six championships 82-49 Saturday night.

The Bulls had been on the other end of the previous low-scoring
game, limiting Utah to 54 points last June in Game 3 of the NBA Finals,
but that was when they had Michael Jordan, Scottie Pippen and Dennis
Rodman. The previous low for a regular-season game was 55, by
Indiana against San Antonio on March 29, 1998.

The Bulls also set an NBA low with only 18 field goals, one fewer
than the previous mark by Indiana against New York in 1985. And they
just missed another league mark for offensive futility, making just 23.4
percent of their shots (18-of-77). The worst shooting performance ever
was .229 by Milwaukee against Minneapolis in 1954, the first year of

The Heat opened the game with a 15-0 run behind a smothering
defense. The Bulls trailed 23-8 at the end of the first quarter, 45-23 at
the half and 67-33 after three quarters.

At Cleveland, Shawn Kemp had 24 points and 12 rebounds, and
Cleveland held Atlanta to 29 percent shooting.
The Cavaliers broke a two-game losing streak and handed the Hawks

Olazabal takes one-stoke lead

By DOUG FERGUSON
AUGUSTA, Georgia (AP) —
Greg Norman never did find his
ball.

Somewhere during that lonely
walk over Hogan's bridge and
back to the 12th tee on Saturday,
he may have found something
even more critical to his chances
of finally winning the Masters —
composure.

The reward is another spot in
the last group Sunday, this time
trailing Jose Maria Olazabal by a
stroke.

Despite the stroke-and-distance
penalty for losing his ball in the
bushes behind the green, Norman
kept his poise by knocking his
nextshoton the green and making
a22-foot (6.7 meters) putt to save
bogey.

Even though his ball landed in
adivotonthe nexthole, leading to

another bogcy, Norman never
once thought about his past fail-
ures at Augusta National or won-
dered if it was only a matter of
time before another collapse.

“That’s when Thad to fight hard
and keep my composure,”
Norman said.

He birdied the 18thto get within
one stroke of Olazabal. putting
him in the final pairing at a major
championship for the first time
since his disastrous 1996 Muas-
ters, when he squandered a six-
stroke lead.

Is fate finally on his side?

“I"m a little more at peace and
atease withmyself,” Norman said.
“Don’t get me wrong. Tomor-
row, I'm going out there to win.”

Olazabal had a great recovery
of his own, coming out of the
woods to make a two-putt paron
No. 18 for a 1-over 73.




By Tony Celis

Variety News Staff
OLYMPIAN Gold Medalist,
Sevdilny Marinov of Bulgaria will
spend a week on Saipan, it was
learned from NMASA.

Marinov, a weightlifter, had
won the Gold Medal in 1988 and
the 1992 Olympics. He alsowon
in the 1990 Commonwealth
Games.

Narinov’s visit was organized
by Oceania Weightlifting
Federation's. president, Paul
Coffa.

Marinov will visit as many
country members of the Interna-
tional Weighting Federation,
which includes the CNMI.,

“There is minimal expense to
our association, and this is one of
the benefits of belonging to such
international federations,” said
NMASA.

Marinov 1s scheduled to arrive
in the CNMI between April 30
and May 10. His visit will coin-
cide with the preparation of the
All Schools Weightlifting Cham-
pionships, and would probably be
a big assistance to local
weightlifters. The All Schools
event is scheduled for May 8, at
Ada Gymnasium.

The weightlifting Olympian is
scheduled to provide assistance
to many of the island’s

Continued on page 26

Rocball playoffs
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Pammpants to the 6th Rota B/ue Tr/ath/on

start Wednesday| -

AFTER months of playing in the sweltering noon heat, the long

awaitedrocball championship playoffs will kick off, starting Wednes-

day, at Marianas High School’s (MHS) Pugua—-rocball—Court
Leading to Wednesday’s playoffs, was last week’s semi- ﬁnals

Miyatsuka (champion), Taro Shirata (2nd pla

Rota Mayor Benjamin T. Manglona.

OIymplan to help thl

join Ms NM! [nternational Michelle Sablan (from /eft) H/deya
ce), Kiykazu Onishi (3rd place), Stuart Smith, Frank Calvo and

Contributed photo

Ocean Swim sets new records

Sub, in trrple overtime (O-Kon).

onship.

ballgame between team Shut Up and Mandatory Sub.” .
Shut Upeventually defeated the M.H. S’s faculty team Mandatory

With the win, Shut-Up will face D-Ex, today Thewinner will get
their chance and challenge undefeated Brotherhood in the champr—

In women’s division, Islanders will go up against Kawabonga. the
undefeated Islanders will have their work cut out for them, as
kawabonga has been steadily improving their game.

Down but not out, Shut Up came back from a three set deficit and

Continued on page 26

JAL donates to Palau’s I.S.S.L.

KOROR (Palau Horizon) —
The private sector is throwing
n .re support to government
sports programs, one of which is
the Inter-Scholastics Sports
League (ISSL).
Japanese Airlines Manager
Ken'ichi Inoue for Palau just re-
. cently handed to President
Nakamuraa$5,000 check in sup-
portto the ISSL which was started
off by the Ministry of Education
right after the August 1998
Micronesian Games.
According to Education Min-

ister Billy Kuartei, the ISSL is
being participated by fourregions
encompassing over 20 elemen-
tary schools, including private
schools.

Through the ISSL, the govern-
ment could scout for future na-
tional athletes that could compete
both at the national and interna-
tional levels,

Kamabara, Ltd., a Japanese
freightlinerconnected withthe Palau
Shipping Company donated $2,000
amonthago. WCTCgave theISSL
$1,200 worth of fuel.

Yokohama flattens Osaka, 6-0

TOKYO (Reuters) — Japanese
World Cup striker Shoji Jo scored
ahattrick as YokohamaF Marinos
demolished Cerezo Osaka 6-0 in
J. League action at the 2002 World
Cup venue of Yokohama Interna-
tional Stadium on Saturday.

Jo, who attracted the interest of
Spanish clubs Real Mallorca and
Tenerife last year, took his tally
for the season to six in six games
and moved two goals clear at the

top of the scoring chart.

The victory pushed Marinos
into fourth place in the 16-team
table on 12 points, three off the
pace being sct by 1997 champi-
ons Jubilo Iwata.

Jubilo won 1-0 away to Hristo
Stoitchkov’s Kashiwa Reysol
with a second-half header from
Hideto Suzuki and now have 15
points.

Continued on page 26
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By Tony Celis

Variety News Staff
THE H.B.S.C. 21st Ocean Swim
event attracted close to a hundred
participants from nine swimming
clubs in Japan and two from
Guam. In addition San Vicente
and WSR elementary schoolseach
fielded their own teams, the
Saipan Swim club and several
others from Sarpan made up this

.,,ﬁl

OceanSIm _
official results l

Girls, eight-years and under
Name

! Tean Time {
-+ Amanda Jofnson $C 1521 i
' Maa Ruddlp 8¢ s
[+ Scphia Tatamo M 1524
i Meissa Haaby 8¢ 1901
Boys, eight-years and under
Uta Ichin WM 4
Reme Wong S8 1410
& Sk Yoon 8¢ 152
Michae! Camacho S5 1% ]
Seij Hrabayashi 8C BF B
1 Taichi Hatsumoto W B3
4 Tak Al W 7%
Dylan Couz Man 1933
Jmmy Mania Man 211
(Girls, fen-years old and under
Myana Weich 8¢ 102
Melssa Colman SC a0
Nataska Good 6 212
Chisting Chang SC 244
Tetis Chang 8¢ Ay
Brenda Atalg WSR3
Share Joseph WSR 5048
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Continued on page 26
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year’s open water competition,
held off the Saipan Diamond ho-
tel.

“Good water conditions brought
stiff competition especially in the
young group events,” said Bill
Sakovich in a press release to the
Variety.

Saipan’s Sho Saso battled
Japan’s Tyoya Taguchiinthe 11-
12 year old age group.

The young Japanese swimmer,
Taguchi, however was six-sec-
onds quicker crossing the finish
line and wound up with the “gold”.

Bothswimmers setanew course
record with their 17:51 and 17:57
timeslips, respectively.

The old record was set and held
by Josh Taitano back in 1994.
Taitano’s time was 18:01.

Other course records were also
established in the “masters” divi-
sion.

Chloe Wurr of Saipan set a
record in the 40-49 age bracket
with her 21.55 time slip.

The new record was almost two
minutes faster than that set
priviously by Carol Lyn Pierce.

Kimiko Numazawa of Japan,
swimming in the 60-years and
over bracket shattered the old
record by over eight minutes. He
cameinat 30:04 minutes. Kimiko
swims for Sakuranbo Suiyukai
swim club of Japan.

One of the tougher events was
the eight-year old and under divi-
sion 0.6km course. The course
ran from the Diamond hotel’s
shoreline to the first WWII tank
and back around.

The trio of Amanda Johnson,
Mara Rudolph, and Sohpina
Taitano were neck and neck in
this event.

Continued on page 26

the finish line last Saturday.
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Swimmers from the HBSC 21st Oceam Swim emerge andrun to wards
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