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Io T.P.E NElv GUERD..L.li. PRIEST 

Because of the absolute cer.sorship of the Harcos press, few realize tho extent 
to which oartial law attempted to pC!llillel the religious sector of P'nilipp1.ne s ociet y 
or the un.fors ccn mil.i tance ~rith which these recent i.nh:;.ri tors or the tradition of 
Bl.trgos, G01J:.oz, and Zamora, t he three nartyred priests who tindered the First 
Philippine Revolutio:1 a ccntu.rj ago, have displayed i."l answer to the D:i.ctato-c·sbip. 
Excopt for tho press, the mass media O and the teachers, no other :;actor ;;.1s so 
singled out for flagellation during the first wee~s of martial law. 

WHhir, seven days of thG declaration the hatchGt men of the New Soci ety h.:ld 
dotainad 24 priests and nuns in }Llndanao alcne --al though the majoti ty wc,re only 
\\ndcl' ho-Jse arrest in order to cusrion t.l:le il!lpact on t.l:le public image -they had 
herded scores cf Khi Rho activists, whose chief' cr:ilno was their ccmpaasion for t he 
~1.Ulrul~.:i. of the sugar plantations 0 into the Bacolod stockade, raided three se!ll:inaries 
ir1 the Greater Hanila Area looking for six hu.."ltatl priests; t'he office of Fr. Ortiz 0 
Unive:-sity Rector and Con-C:on dolegate was raided and his p:ipers tho:-oughl.y r: cm\::ed 
for four hour:3 0 while Fr. Gc1.uciioso Buen, another Con-Con delegate f::-01 tho cl ergy 
was arrested i.TJ Davao.o.rltne fourteen priests who suffered prolonged arrest. t\,ro 
aro still in the stockade. Of the five protestant mini:n;ers, inc.ludjn 6 one l ay 
learlcrt arrested for provoca ticns ranging from writing ~rticles to wor~lng wi t.h 
labor unions, o:-,a was threatened with deporta t ionf and the la;fl1lan wa3 eeaten and 
to~·tured so severely that he had to be hospit.llized at v. Luna. Nuns WP.re not 
exempted from Hetroco:n sirens either. ·rr10 Sisters in Davao were p1 .. ced under 
i=edia te house arrest, and virtually every p::-ofessional social wor~er a: <>nb t :.':)ill 

p1uc6d on blacklist s. The provincial superio!' of Good Shapherd Co:ivcnt was ;;-0,nonn 
:).shed b,J Er>..rile himself on her member's alleged 11si..bversive;1 activities . Evon 
·Seminarl.:ino wer;, not exempt, fivo of them havin~ .been initia ~LY ar:r.;sted 0 anotner 
five <ixpelled frcm the Se:uin3ry thr.c'Jgh ressu.re fro;n t.'le mili ~1y , a:.d s tiJJ. 
o.n;,:,t.her s eminarian hav-'....ng been dr:i.•,en U.'!ldcreroundo Sh:>rtly, hi'! ttlli:~r; ,~as t o 
e>.cnmd up and deport five foraign priests whosa 11 crime:1 11 v2.riod f ::.'0!1 direct.L,;;; an 
anti--?·!arcos radio station in Guihulngan to :1~ubvorsive~ contont oYuri".~3.rd dul'lng 
a 1;1onii .::n in Davao del Norte. 

If. the P-ni.1.1.ppine religious sector• "-"i th Hs ... ore than 13 ~ 000 pri.As ts, !ll.i.r_i_s t~ ·s , 
evango).ists ~ sis":ers, foi-ci~ missicnarles and bisho;>s , ·,;as s t1.u1.nod ':Jy t~,is unvx~ 
pectcd on:ilauf,ht, thoy \'T ro among the first t o r ecoupo And with s ea.a vohemence o 
'i.'ae first r1.11ti-fasciot loanew ,,ere d · stl-:lbuted in thP. Ba.coled cathedral \·.:ny 
!JlJSt.31':lcusly t ho n 1·s t Sunda.w aftel' marti al law. 'ilia PC, in o~t.ra o , de.'11:l."\ded 
a co.111-uand respcns :i.bility accountability and fo ccd tho ~rish priests t.1 '.l't. dawn 
on their lmees and per s onally pi.ck up every las t lean et~ W:i i:.h.\ n t -10 wce'.<s, F •• 
l,0\ti.o Jalandcni , 3 secular from Ba-::olod. 0 !\?.~ gene to t .he hills to r oi.J> his 
p -:l.osthocd in outr.lght a mad st!'ugg.:.e a;i:l. through ::;e1·vice to the p,Jop.\e -ut.1-i:ise 
uho were a ppalJ.ing po0r and too far from the afnuent city r1r.1 c;heso In ~i:iu:i.la 
st:lJ.1 ar.c;ther art:icllate priest--activ:l.st had gone undcz-~rcund nith t ho cicy 
1·e~ist1nco 111overuent after issuei.'1g his classic i<.ppea.l to resist 1 ''Do not say t hat 
Ra·olut' n is a last resort1 :l.t is 3 first choicel 11 

With Sta.to a gent.'.l demonstrat1.ng a new form oi' piety by o. t tnr,ciing mass t o (; eek 
up o.!l 1mday s~rmons, and bro priests actually having been arras tad i.i tJ1 t own 
churcl:es dur!.ng t.'le bold Fcbr-..iary Protest }Iasses in ill.nondo, th.:i accepted St3 o 
p1•ofoctiur. cf r aligio:i took on a st.ro.nge odoro Among t.1-:e Faithful, t.h . e.r So::i,;ty 
raised l on3 s t.·1nding cc,ntredict.ions with razor like cl rit:r . For~inost a;i10n !!, t h"""l 
i s th':l c ·n·c-nt d.i"lision of the church inti:> the now r.?.d.i.calis.n. wl.i::h has been 
terincd rs. , ?.lu~ _p,n ·=--':£...!lQllL\'J>ILi.m.. as a galnot tho irJ1s1•ited c :1:1ervativo 9 1- th">ricy 
· l'lcn'v:i,l ~ in:.cturc ·,1hich scc!,s to sav e i tso .. f and i t.3 1nvcs b,1011ts throu h 1:i t t.he 
gnort-111::>. p ·losts donounc:o a s 11 sorvile ko:~towing o • ti.mid and opport-.uu .s t:. C;!.U-::h 
le~dt1rs to the p,-esent t,yr:inn✓.;o II They havo not f o:-:-::;ctten thu fi rgh · u1 silence of 
tlle i1:sti.tutioual e;hurch i n Geniany tlurjng the Nazi :rc~it1e , or the c:nne:1• i 1 1:Jii1:n 
the :.11:i t Hut i c,1l3J. church scuttJ.cd the i.nQa::ia tocy social act:l.on enc-JcJ.i c:;.l o!' cpi:> 
I-eo XIII in 1G90p ~-1ith i t!l J,~ mcl.st innuondoeso 

for tho church in tha Philippines r aflccto the, sw.a "tcop P:.'rrl'!r\.dal ,r>7:nr 
"t ci.'u:re th& t ch:ir:i.ctc· i.1.cs it-3 secu.hr society , li'itlD :i.t ::; c1.us tc: r of l~O bi:;ho 
.:nci mo~nmt.::-rs a t th:i t<ip o ' tho st:1ck , ri .. "\liy of 1;llau aro t.i1,:i.1,,n.lvcs <1111cne; t r o l ~ .< " 
J.C1rd ola "J • I t i:; Mt zurn'.'."ising t lui since mnr tl:.i.l ).a): tf o n1:-tJorlt_,r o • h.::;c r.a o 
L~on wl.l.: 01mly r ;;a ct :tona.ry ~ 1ho Protas~: n t hior a r c:ey , in p1r t~.cuJ .~:r , h~ ·far, 



•· • &Vi.Ilg de.nonstrated a unanimous endorse:nent of the US-~!arcos regimeo Repudiating 
these readtionary hierarchies, more than thirty priests, sisters, protestant 
ministers and lay leaders by their example of full time service to the National 
Liberation Struggle have served i."ltention of rlefecti.>1g frOlll t.,e En8111,Y classo As 
one of the tasks of revolutionary ecumenism they attempt to expose what has long 
been 111a of the sti.ndards weapons of reaction: that religious people have no place 
in and are necessarily opposed to a Marxist-led liberation movc:mant. 

An underground letter from a guerrilla priest uri tten in November 1972 clarifies 
this polarization of the church into two disparate forces which can be clearly 
recognized by not only their ties, but by who:n they serve: the church that emanates 
from and serves the exploiters and the church that serves the peopleo LL1<o other 
revolutionary priests, he refused to share the illusion that the t-~o ara one church: 
anie two are n!9.o To accept the two as one (when in real.icy they are essentially 
in conflict) would be to give undue consolation to those who out of self-interest, 
security, cowardi.Ee, etc. are collaborating with the US-Marcos regime." 

By January 7, 197'.3, the progressive religious sector of Philippine socie:ty, in 
spite of continuous h.arrassment and sur,eil.lance by th e military was now r eady to 
issue a fearless and clea r-cul. line of ABSOLUTE NON-COOPERATION WITH THE US-MARCOS 
DICTATORSHIP. Denouncing the overt intention of the Dict:l tor to coopt the hiera rchy 
and clergy and use bishops, priests and religious people for their cr.m s elfi3h ends 
in order to make their tyranny more acceptable to the Filipino people, t he guer r .... l l a 
priests and an extensi ve base of equally progressive Catholic and Protestant l aymen 
disavowed the use of religion for putting .some kind of a s tamp of approval on 
exploitation and tyrannyo By committing themselves to Absolute Non-Cooperation 
they 111ean: (1) No endorse:nent in either word or deed of martial law and the illusion 
of "The New Society"o (2) No endorsement for its programs (such as the sham l and 
ref om, the arrogant and fraudulent Barangays • etco) Aware that the pol.icy of. 
Absolute Non-Collaboration would demand sacri fices , if nci. t arrests , j eo~-dizing 
their security, :Lniage, buildings, projects, loans, thsy r eiterated their detanninat!!!Im 
that their pries t hood must not be allo:-rnd to deodorize the US-Narcos di ctatorship. 

·Instead they pledged to voluntarily place t heir lives and their priesthood in the 
service of the people in the concrete struggle for na~ional and social liberationv 

· T11e concluding interview with Fr. Dagohoy (not his true name), who is now 
actively com.nitted to Absolute Non-Cooperation and to the principles of r evolut ionary 
ecumenism, is typical of the widespread transf ormation of the once passive r eligi ous 
sector into t he now priest-militl.nt; into one who sees his mass work tith tl1e New 
People 1s Arrrry and the act of transporting anns by wrapping t hem in his clerical 
vestments as a profoundly religious task in order that he might dare to ssrve tha 
paopleo 

llo AN INTERVIE·T WITH FR. DAGOHOY, A Ci\THOLIC PRIEST WITH THE NEi PEOPLE: s J; .MY 
sam.vHERE IN THE COUNTRYSIDE: 

Qa Wey did you decide to "go upN and ltage armed struggle? 

~Fr. D:lgohoy: Before martial law was declared, I ~d already accepted the national 
democratic line, together nith those I worked witho Bas i cally, t his was due 
to the intensification of the pace of our work among t he peasants ruid the yout h. 
For exarople, we had been involved with a group of seven tenants whose corn 
field was bulldozed by a new lando;mer (who wanted to plant coconuts ). i'ie 
uprooted the coconut trees he planted. We got shot at but no one uas 1'.i t . 

-When he tried planting again, we uprooted the plants again and even a te tha 
UP_QQ.• 'lhe landowner filed a court case a~ainst us, 

The morning of September 2J, we had scheduled a rally; as s embl,,v time 
was at 7 a.m. Early th.at morning the mechanic of my j cet> l roke me up. 11L.lt,tild 
Harcos declar ed mar tial law! 11 \'Te W&rC;: not yet sure il martial law was declared 
nationwide or not . Anyway , the cor e group ,dot (a t t he ~ishop 1s p,llacol) a1d 
di3cussed 'tho si t uationo We agreed that we h,9.d to conti.nuo t ho work we had 
begun ( conscient i zation and organiza tion of peasants, yout h and other nec tors )o 
Bitt we couldn 1t expect to work freely in tho city. L"I fact, He decided t o 
leave it by 3 p.111. w t.er uould t>c· too la?.e -we expea'red to be picked u by 



• -'.3- • the PC. Besides, the national democratic line pointed work among peasants 
and workers as priorities in the struggle. Our province has f ew workers and 
we hnd done previous work among the peasants (although quite reformist in 
orientation and program)o So we decided to go up to the hillso But who 
precisoly7 We decided that it should be voluntary. Very secret ~ . 
C..uy I knew who had decided. Of the soventeen present, twelve decided to 
go up. 

Q1 Holr did you start with your work? 

Fr. Da.gohoy: We couldn't fit in my jeep --there were twelve of us. I went to get 
the bishop's car and drove to the seminary to borrow the Kombio I also got 
the 30 caliber rifle/:\ I had given to a fellow priest for safekeepingo I carried 
it away wrapped in priest's vestments! We went to town about 40 kilometers 
away. The local parish priest was sympathetic but worried about my .future. 
ijo one of my companions dared to go back home, so we split my clothes and other 
stuff. One of us didn't even infonn his wifel We decided to split into four 
groups of t.1lree each. My team prepared to hike cross-country to our area 
48 kilometers away. (We had the advantage of having saue Party elements who 
had educational materials and had provincial plans.) 

. We were very lucky to have a cargo truck travelling to our area. People 
were curious about the rifle which I had wrapped in my vestments and stuck in 
a cardboard pipe. I finally decided to l eave it in a house of a f r iend to be 
picked up by a comrade. We started with s ome United Front contacts . They 
accepted us as Underground people in hiding (wal a pap a armed strug_l e)o After 
five days, we went to help a peasant build a hut near his fann. A PC j eep came 
looking for us. (Search had intensified because our province was the only ona 
that didnJ t have any activists arrested in the whole region!). They searched 
the house we were staying in and took our hos t away for questioning. nu:si 
~..JlU,anga ang PC. They did not e\ron search my blue bag - and it contained 
40 rounds of . 30 caliber bullets plus a 022 caliber revolver. The peasant 
was released because they couldn't pin anything on h:u:D,, but we deci ded to leave 
the placeo 

Our next contact was a rich peasant, but he had also gone into hiding . 
Only his wife and children stayed behind. The hut was in a 12f orest 11 ~rithout 
trees I We found other comrades there and so eight of us had .an accidental 
reunion 0 We had educational ro•s for six dayso We decided to l eave the pla ce 
soon after because t he hut was too near the open ricefieldo Besides, t he wife 
was rather talkative. C\lr cover of visiting harvesters was ~ bi:cause 
the harvest season was still t wo weeks away o Anyway, when the rich peasant 
came back, he set up a .fake alann and forced us to leave at night. There ~ere 
leeches in the field. 

I was to find out us work progressed how true is the class b;;.sis for 
determining the political attitudes -the most reliable for ces for the ~·evol 11tion 
are the poor peasants. We finally settled among poor paasants in another barrioG 
After three days, a friendly policeman leaked the info that the pl ace was t o 
be raided for firearms and activists. The poor peasant told us: 11 1 don~t want 
to appear like driving you away, but I don 1t want anything to happen (to .you ). " 

We withdre'..,, to the next barrio. SOl!le Par-cy members brougilt mor e educa­
tional materials. We settled amone (previously unorganized ) upper-nli.dd.le 
peasants. The policy of the provincial commi ttee was to integrate with the 

· peasants, maintaining mirumal contacts '!Jhile conducting a social invest.i~ationo 
We trained the eldest daughter of the peasant to help conduct pr olii'l.lnary SI 
(number of hectares being tilled 9 number of children, et c.) After one month , 
the upper-ffliddle peasant wanted us to leave (again, class analysis! )e !:b asked 
his administrator to instruct the peasants who 1-rould 1:;et i n touch 11th 11,e ~ 
::orwi.r.ce me to surrender,. I withdrew for a while to ,mother area and stay&d 
t hero for a week. Then I uent back to stay ,rit.11 a mi dc:G.H-mi.ddle peasant who u-:is 
becoming a lov.or--:niddle wasa.nto Besides, he was young a.rid rather p!"ogr essiveo 
I worked with him in the fields, preparing rice paddieso I s tarted con ct 
wor:~ after preliminary Sio 

By December, breakthrough! I met four advanced elcrJcnt s and proposed to 
them through a struggle- session t he need to orcanize O not in the 1-;ay uni t.ed 
ilront groups or.· anize for court c:is os, but something basod on ~alf-r lianco , 
s i nco , e wor e frustrated more t h1n once with the court.s o l·l]zy or anize 1 To 
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solve heal.th problems together 0 To defend ourselves against the t hieves (lCX?al. 
l1.1!11pens who stole the chickens and discouraged people fr0u1 raising t hf:!ll o We 
e.l.so agreed on tho need for more education. All the time, I ,rasn 1t talking 
about revolution, It turned out later that I ha.d underestimated theino 'fuey 
lud been thinking about it all the timel They were the nucleus of t he Bar r5.o 
Organizing Committee (BOC) We had discussions t wice a week, using PhjliDDine 
~tv and R•wol n t j gn. Once t hey grasped the basic lines of the n.a t ional. 
democratic program, they were the best organizers for the barrioo 

Q: Haw do you organize? . 

Fro Dagohoyz First thero are casual contacts and conversations. If the proble!lls 
are mentioned, I try to link them to t.lie basic problems and also to the need 
for unity and s ell-reliance, If they show interest, I invite them for further 
and deeper disc:ussionso We also give out SO!lle materials, mainly translat ions 
into the local language, I drew the diagram of Chapt er 2 of £hl,~~-'1::. 
ru,d Revolution --it's quite effective -- around one manila papdr in ai ze . Q-ic,;i 
they grasp t he relationship among the different proble:-rts, the logical de:nand 
is for the program and ~napter J, The peasant 's wisdom never f ails to impress 
me, One t:iJlle, an old farmer with seven kids answered another fa rmer1s questinn: 
11HO' .. can we do that if we have no ams? 11 11We have plenty of ams,u he said, 
~but they are still with the PC, When ,t.liey cane --PAKI --and then .;.;e have their 
anns." 

Q: Any reaction fran the bishop? 

Fr, Dagohoy: Yes. Around this time, the bishop issued a circular lettor to be read 
in all churches, He asked me to CC!lle down, He also s~i d tr.at I was 
exaggerating my fears, that there was not hing to worry about. After all, even .. · 

~ activists of national stature were only ques t ioned befor e being r el ec.sed~ ( e 
implication was that I shouldn 1 t worry -I was only a provinci al figurc l J. He 
added that nry fellow priests and r eii.atives were worried for me, 

Q: What did you do to answer the bishop? 

Fr 0 Dagohoy: At first I wanted to go down and talk to IUJII personally, but t hat 
proved ittpossible, I just sent nry arguments through a t h.trd party. I told 
him: (a) It is in the interest of our faith and the chu.l'ch that I a-:: stl'U £l ing 
here in the hills; {b) Although my initial reas on for going up was to hide , 
later I found the experience enriching, educat ing, and fulfilling for my 
priesthood, I was s erving the~ people ••those neglected and depr i ved of 
service, The present struct ,.lI'e of our parishes s erve only V/, of tho poople in 
the poblacion, Priests seldom go to the barrios, If they do, i t i s to earn 
111oney for religious services. ( c )Unless we s t ruggle with the people, ,,e 
can expect the worst for the faith and the church. 

Of course, this answer was adapted to tho bishop1s language and ~enta.lity . 
For my part, the princi pal reason was the liberation of the peasants 1n th~ 
servi ce of national liberation. I then a sked f or an indef inite l eave of absence 
to case the pressure on t he bishop. If people asked where I was , he could 
say, "He 1s in Hanila or somewhere else, trying to work out his ooafusi on, 0 etc. 

A letter frO!II another bishop helped 0 It asked for understa.ndin3 t he 
different political options of priests and church i:ien in the s tn gle , t! e 
vhou ld r espect each ot her's choice and not consider being Under ground as 
degrading. ( This was after t ho r eleaso of t wo other pri est.3 l1ho were ar:-ested 
by the PC on suspicion that t hey had contact with my other companions o) 

Q: Ho11 did the peasants arrive at the need for anned ctruggle? Did thoi r r el i gious 
belief s hel p or hinder such a decisi~n? 

Fro Dagohoy : Initially, the religious beliefs of tha peas:l!lt.s are .ery feudal ,,nd 
pacifis t (Christian patience , e t c. )11 But t here ;;ere u :o w:1ys t hey coul be 
overcame, In our s t udy of Philippine his tory, they clearly s:.w how t!lo f riar s 
used Chris tianity to subj ugate the Filipi nos , pr0a.ching hUl!li.li ~Y and ~1ecknoss 
and lM~ in the fa co of tho Sp:i.nish assaults on hem. no other Hay 
i s to confront t he q11ostion they ask . I s this the will of God 7 I ai:s1 cri 
11 Wl13.t i s tho will of God? Docs G d want in j us t ice? \~non ,;e prey, • ey will 
be done on oar th u. 'l'hy ki 11gd001 come , 1 do we mean exploi ta t-\.on and oppres:;j on 't 

· We must catch our desir e~ and prayers w:l.th action. Henco , ~t ru egle l Look 
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at your childre;&tbey can hardly eato They ha.few clothes. Look at 
yourselves --yoil~~ '1.and which is yuurs by right 0 n We also discuss the 
other COl1llllon problems, like usury and high rentals .and government abuses -•how 
they had to bribe government officials and still they lost their court cases. 
Cne tiJllo. the governor asked every barrio to contribute 180 pesos to build 
a monument. The people themselves asked: 11Is this democracy? Is this 
g-:.-1ernment really linked with the people? 11 • 

, , 
Q1 What about imperialism? Is it true that peasants find i t hard to grasp the 

nature of imperialism? , 

Fro Dagohoy1 I thought so before, especially when working with the united fronto But 
you should hear the fanners themselves lecture on imperialismo Even the rise 
in the price of rice is linked to the raising of oil prices --affecting the 
milling costs; same thing with taxeso We realize that the peopl e -the massss 
bear the burden so they really pay taxes for the richo Same thing with the 
landlords, Tim harvest they steal from the peasants is more than enough to pay 
their taxes. 

Q1 What about the land refom program of }!.§acos? 

Fr. Dagohoys As of now, it is limited to radio announce:nents in this province. Besides, 
the provincial committee on land fefom is headed by the vice-governor, and he 
is one of the bi& landlords! He even uses government equiµnent to clear his 
own lands. He announced recenUy that everything must remain as status quo, 
because of a lot of trou'\)le ~ 

When we discuss the actual land reform program with the peasants, they see 
how deceptive it is. The price of the land seems small --two and a half times 
the average of three nonnal harvests plus 6% interest, payable over 15 years 0 

· But this totals more than even the highes t current price of agricu.ltural l and . 
- Beisdes, even if they could own the land, under the present system they would 

be saddled with more taxes than they can pay. 

Q1 What about the provincial ?Uil.itary? W'nat is the peasants' attitude toward thev1? 

Fr. Dagohoy:: The amed struggle in Mindanao has affected even this provinceo We 
used to havo hunclr ects or 1:r001)S l.'l~ ~- !lw; as of last· l~'PO'~, thel'\l· a ro · loss 
than a hundred. The military is as abusive here as in other places . ·Extortion, 
rape. drunkenness, etco The peasants initially feared them and were rather 
servile, but after our struggle sessions and initial organization, they just 
deal with t hem for tactical reasons. Chee the peasants arc mobilized (and in 
tiro barrios . where we are, almost al.l are), the mi.li tary cannot do mucho We 
have runners to warn us of approaching troops. 

Qi Hou did you concretely prepare the people for Armed Struggle? How did they 
arrive at the need for the New People's Army? 

Fro Dagojeoys Initially, our problem was to hold them back until we had organized 
a l arger area (around 10, eb en 20 barrios). We contrasted tre New !'eople 1s t.r-m~• 
with th'3 r e:ictionary AFPo But we had to pay special attention to explaining · 
that the NPA is not going to como in frc:n another place but would arise i'rcr.i th':) 
people themselves~ otheraiae, they might look at the NPAS as an outside f orce and 
and they uo,µld lose self-reliance. What ~bout ams? While relying on ourselves 
and dapt uring t hem from the enemsr • we might ask fri ends and allies for so."'le 
initial help. Per haps the r egion will supply at least seven to ei ght guns to 
arm the pioneer Armed Propaganda Units 0 

Q1 H01-1 do you support yourself? 

Fr. Dagohoys Basically, we depend on the masses and help them in t heir uork o All 
full tiJlle !'.adres get 25 pesos a 1nontho At pre~ont I run t rying to start m .. v o-.m 
garden ~nd piggery from funds donated. But mosi:. of our work i.s with the peasants 
in the fialds. Besides. we are not too many yet, and political wo::lc t akes up 
rocst of our time. 

Q: Was your .rork under P-.irty guidan..:o fr0!11 the very beginning? 

Fr. Dagohoy1 I didn't realize it at t h9 begi nning . Our decisi ons were mere cp :ltaneous ~ 
but after a fen days I r ealized t hat some cf my CO!'lpanions were Cc,nuunis l' 

members . 
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Qa Do the people rel.Ze the presence of Parcy membe. Hcr,r do they look at the 
Canmunist Party of the Philippines? 

Fr. Dagohoy: The Barrio Organizing Camni ttee members defin.l tel.y knw. th:i t t here are 
Party members guiding themo Hence, the image of the Parcy is pr inci:,ally 
that of a guide. While :-el.ying on our 01m eff orts , hence democratic, we neeed 
k centralize our efforts and for that we need a party . We aJ.sc contrast the 
Camnunist Parcy with the present ruling party of the rich. 

At first there were mc.ny mistaken ideas collling from imperialist and church 
propaganda0 "no freed01110 They will take the children away frO!l1 the parents . 
~ piggeries ~mang ang family. No more permanent wife." etco We point 
out how really evil the imperialists are. They distort the truth and pr esent 
good points as evil. If a family is hard up and t he f ather cannot earn enough 
for the family, the wife would like to help out in t he fields, but since she has 
a baby she cannot. What if there is a barrio nurser-.r set up and i few tak1:1 up 
the task of taking care of the babies while t he mother and father world "Wny that's 
good, 11 the peasants exclaimo 1rwe should arrange it t hat wayl 11 

Qi What about Mao Tsetung thought? Do you make explicit mention of Mao when q1.1oting hiz:i 

Fr. Dagohoy1 Except in a very few cases, we usually introduce the topic this way: 
after discussing the analysis of the problems of the Philippines -•the need for 
organization and self-reliance, we introduce the need for per s cnal r emolding. 
11 The revolution will not succeed if we don't cr.ange our ways." The Five Golden 
Bays" are a real help. The peasants see the real need for attitudinal change -~ 
to be selfless and not thipk of one 1s · self-interest. They see this as necessary 
to prevent any r ecurrence of wrong tendenci es. Hence t he need for Part-J guidance. 
We study Philippine history and point out t he weaknesses of Aguinaado and t he 
others. They didn 1t succeed becau~e t hey lacked di scipline , and va cillated. 
The P"'.,asants conclude on the need for proletarian l eadership. Even tho present 
opportunish leadership of l1arcos, who sells the country to the imps~ iil.sts 9 is a 
sign of his selfishness. 

Before reading from the Red Book, I tell t hem : "I ,rill read to you from 
a man uho has given light to the world of oppress ed people. But he h:is be n 

~vilified by imperialists from other count r-ie:; and ot her enemias of the people o You 
might have heard about himo He i s Hao Tsetung. This is wh:i t he says." The 
peasant never fails to not his head in a gr eemont ,n th the quotat i ons • . 

Q: Do you conduct criticism and self-criticism sessions? How co lhe peasants talje :It? 

Fr. Dagohoy: In general, there has been no problem on t his point. But once there •.ms 
a member of the Barrio Organizing Committ ee who was r eally hare! up ar:d couldn 1t 
attend meetings regularly.. In f act, he was eat ing ~ because there was dr ought 
and corn and rice were scarce. He thought t hat t he CSC was called only for his 
case. We introduce the idea this way: rrwe must cri tic:l ~ ourselves s o that t ruth 
will always come outo This is the r espon~ibilicy of the l eadership to t he psople o 
This is our pouerful weapon to strengthen our leadership and provent vacillation 
and opportunism. 11 

Q1 What about the Christian d:imension of lhe struggle? 

Fro Dagohoyt: When we riiscuss the three proletarian virt ues -•selflessness, boundless 
sense of r es ponsibility, and resoluteness till death •·I r eal ize t -iat this :i.s 
what Christ preached in word and deedo To be l'!odcs t and humble in servini; the 
people ••this is the real Christiani cy, not the prayers and devotions~ ~,e 
fanner put it this way: 11 <Xlr devot ions and prayer s are just. like f ertilizer. 
But the important thine is the seed -the essence of Chr istianicy. This i s 
serving tho people. 11 

Q: What about your priesthood? How do you rel:i.te it to th e s trugglo 7 

Fr, ~ gohoy: Initially, t ho peasants do not bring up the t opic except indircctJ.:,· • 
They are afraid it might be too toucey a topic. But I tell the:11 that this 
s truggl e is meaningful to me not just as a ChriStian but as a riest. I con• 
s ider my pr i es thood as essonii.ally s ervice to tho pooplo, to give 1ntncss to 
j untice , love, and peace as Christ did. 'l'hen , when quoting Hao 0 I point out 
t hat as l ong as imperialism xis ts, t here Hill be no p co since it keeps 
a t tacking tho poopie . In fact , even in our l ocal si ta:it."i.on, it is not t.l10 
pr;cplu 11ho :;tar t thu :1rr.ic<l s trug;;le , They 'vllce up arms :\.n se dai'ense ar;.1in3t 
tho aggressio:1 of t.ho landlar,ds and the PC. Actually nuch o.f t ho rcl:i. -ic; i\-1..p 
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between tho st.-r;lc a i : ; ;:iric.,,thocd i s reautlk in practice. It is closely 
1.lnked to ll1Y o:m s tz-u:sl c ar.1 :ry pr i v a to a t t er:ipt t o r eoou.11d myself from ey 
P3tty-bour11eoi s hang--ups . ( I131 even o~ landl?rd origin l) Latar som9 peas a?\ts 
even say: If only all pries~ uere l ike y s o'' It1s one thing to occasionally 
visit the people and another to l i v,;: with t.:-:~ , Sanet il;ee t hey ask to celebrate 
mass (qu&ta informally, of course) an::t .._.e do. .:r t I dr, --: 1t init iate t he move. 
I let them decideo 

Another Underground priest likes to d s c~lce t he integration of the mass and 
the struggle in this· graphic manner: he says h3. t bhe mass is essenti ally the 
offering of body and shedding of bhocd for t he marw • Such is the struggle 
under~1ken by those who ,,ould give t heir lives totally to service of t he people. 
T'ney offer JJ!3.SS in the coltntrysides and f actories and other places of t he 
struggle often literally dying or being tortured because they dared to serve 
the paople. 

Qi Did you meet any problems of personal integration? 

F1·0 Dagohoy: Of course. I wasn't used to barrio life. Even the question of clothes 
and app-~arances bothered me at t he beginning. But later I found the experience 
liberating. Instead of worr-Jin~ how I appear, what I will wear, I concentrate on 
my r elationship with the people o I also found it quite hard to get away i'ro:n formal 
prayer and mass. (Even though I wasn't that faithful to reading the breviary every 
day)o Pl.us the doubts and petty-bourgeois conflicts we are heir to -- 11 Is t his really 
the will of God? .Am I really doing the right thing? 11 But this is clear to me~ In 
this present historical. stage of our life, this is the only reasonable way to liveo 
My only prob~em is how to blend with the masseso Even ll1Y ccmplexion is l;l 1rg;is l I 
also find it very diffiC'..ll. t to do hard work in the fields, especially during rainy 
season uhen it's ver-:r muddy. And without shoes, 1et there are plenty of leeches! 

The peasant I live with is lo;rer middle in stat,Js and goes to market only once f 
o. ueeko After three days, we consume what he has bought for a week, and spend the 
rest of t he week eating rice and salt n2 lapa. 

But the ideologic3l. struggle is very helpfulo 11Be resolute, surmount every 
difficul tyl II I definitely have never been more challenged in 'T!JYi" lit!e than when 
r eading the .Red Book. It's more challenging than any ascetical book , s ay Aboot 
Mannion or others. 

I cannot think of ever going back to my old life. Th3. t ha.s no more menning. 

• • • 
(We aclmonl edgs -the fine work dona by a CNL (Christians For National Liberation) 
activist in going to the countryside to compile this interview-) 

"'Civic Rasis t..:i.nce Unlimited ( CRUSH ) ·· :.,,,: :; ,h'.:i .. o ·tniehtJy bullo 1, Plc::ise s lio--

your sympatlzy- with mi..:c...t 22..'l.-l~ by x-c-i ,: ' ..... '/. s o:. t ;1· s issuo and p:i.~3i ng 'i..hC!11 on. 


