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S YNOP S I S :

Im p re g n a b le  a s  the  Osaka C a s t l e  had b e e n , a t  l e n g t h  

i t  was e n c i r c l e d  by Tokugawa’ s t r o o p s .

The f a l l  o f  th e  c a s t l e  b e i n g  imminent ,  H id e y o r i  t r i e d  

to  s t a b  h i s  mother  Yodo-gim i who had gone c r a z y ,  b u t  i n  v a i n  

and c r i e d  b i t t e r l y .

G u n - f i r e s  b l a z e d  up i n  th e  n e ig h b o rh o o d  a s  i f  h a s t e n i n g  

the  doom o f  th e  Toyotomi f a m i l y .



The Melee With in  the Main Cas t l e.

The c a s t l e - g a t e  opened a s l a n t  i s  seen somewhat down 

stage l e f t  from w ith in  the main c a s t l e .  A ll  the stone w alls  

on the r i g h t  o f  the gate  are a ls o  seen from within the

c a s t l e .

The random r e p o r ts  o f  guns come w ith in h e a r in g .

J u s t  then,  i n the d i r e c t i o n  of the i n t e r i o r  are  r a i s e d  

wa r - c r i e s  s im u ltan eou sly .  F r om outs ide o f  the gate  a g re a t  

many s o l d i e r s  of  the c a s t l e  who have been put to rout  come 

running with t h e i r  r e s p e c t iv e  weapons when a number of  

s o l d i e r s  o f  the Ea s t  Force cone runn ing a f t e r  them and 

with in  the gate  the opposing f o r c e s  engage in  a melee.

A fter  a l l  the s o l d i e r s  o f  the c a s t l e  y i e l d  to t h e i r  enemy

and run o f f  over t h e r e .

Thereupon a l l  th e men of the E a s t  Force leave running

a f t e r  them.

J u s t  then,  from the r i g h t  Chief  Cook Ozumi Yozaemon, 

aged 4 5 -6 ,  dressed as a cook in  a w a r r i o r ' s  fa m ily ,  turning 

up hi s  p lea ted  s k i r t ,  tucking up h i s  c lo t h e s  with a cord and 

wearing a sword a t  s ide  comes running in a f l u r r y ,  runs 

about as i f  seeking fo r  somebody, once runs out o f  the 

g a t e ,  again comes back in a minute, s t ops a t  a s u i t a b l e  

p la c e ,  looks a t  the d ro p -cu r ta in  and seems to be susp ic ious

o f  i t .
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Yo: I  wonder where she has gone. She must have

been h e re ,  though.

Judging from her back dressed in  white the 

fam ily  c r e s t  o f  the h ol lyhock ,  I was sure i t  was 

the Lady, so I s ta r te d  running a f t e r  h e r ,  but 

due to the w h ir l in g  smoke and the disturbance  

I l o s t  her s ig h t  and couldn ' t  c a tc h  up with 

her a f t e r  a l l .  However, she c a n ' t  walk so 

f a s t  as  a man, so I don' t  think she went f a r .

I  wonder where she has gone. I 'm a f r a id  she 

might have hurt  h e r s e l f .

Oh, how I f e e l  anxious about h e r !  (H e s i ta t e s  

to  go and seems to be w orr ied .  Ju s t  then, 

over there  i s  heard a w a r -cry . )

Heavens! They' ve penetrated  in to  i t  from over 

th e r e ,  as w e l l .

Well,  t h e r e ' s no time to  l o s e .

( T r i e s  to  run o f f  to the l e f t .  J u s t  then,

 from over th ere  a young warrior we a r in g  an

armour and a b e l ly -band  over h i s  naked body 

comes running near the gate f i g h t i n g  v i o l e n t l y  

with a few s o l d i e r s  o f  the E a s t  Force brandishing 

a h a lb e rd .  Thereupon Yozaemon g e ts  confused and 

h ides  h im s e l f  behind the stone w a l l s .

The young w arr ior  f i g h t s  with them b ra v e ly ,  

but g e ts  wounded. A l l  o f  a sudden, again a 

war-cry i s  se t  up.



K a j i :

J u s t  t h e n ,  from the d r o p - c u r t a i n  a group o f  

wounded s o l d i e r s  o f  the  c a s t l e  - -  m ost  o f  them 

wear armours over t h e i r  naked b o d i e s ,  but  some

o f  them a r e  a l m o s t  n a k e d -----come n ear  th e

g a t e  f i g h t i n g  h a r d  w i th  numbers o f  s o l d i e r s  o f  

the E a s t  F o r c e  and a g a i n  engage in  a m e l e e .

At t h e  same t i m e ,  from the d r o p - c u r t a i n ,  t h e  

o ld  and weak, male and f e m a l e ,  o f  the c a s t l e  —  

t e a - b o n z e s ,  f a t  m a i d - s e r v a n t s ,  p e o p le  b e n t  w i th

y e a r s ,  women, ol d  men and c h i l d r e n -----come,

i n  g r e a t  numbers,  ru n n in g  t o t t e r i n g l y  i n  t h e i r  

r e s p e c t i v e  c l o t h e s  and s t r u g g l e  to  be o f f  th roug h  

t h i s  r o u g h - tu m b le .

During t h e  t i m e ,  a  v a r i e t y  o f  a c t i o n s  a r e  

c a r r i e d  o u t .

A f t e r  a l l  a r e f u g e e  comes ru n n in g  in  a f l u r r y  

t a k i n g  Sen-him e (young l a d y ) ,  who i s  c l a d  in  

w h ite  w i t h  the  f a m i l y  c r e s t  o f  t h e  h o l l y h o c k ,  

by the hand.  I n  l e s s  than  no t i m e ,  two w a i t i n g -  

m a i d s ,  Hanano and N i s h i k i g i ,  come ou t  r u n n in g  

g a l l a n t l y  and go i n t o  the  main s t a g e .  K a j i - N o -  

Ha, a w a i t i n g - m a i d ,  l o o k s  around i n  dee p t h o u g h t . )  

W e l l ,  r i g h t  now. ( T r i e s  to  g o o u t  o f  t h e  g a te  

i m m e d i a t e l y .  J u s t  t h e n ,  Yozaemon who came out 

from  behind t h e  s t o n e  w a l l s  and runs  forw ard  

d i r e c t l y . )
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Yo :

K a j i : 

Yo:

Kaji:

Sen:

Yo:

Oh, j u s t  a minute, p l e a s e .  You’ r e  Kaj i - N o -  

Ha- sama, a r e n ’ t  you? (Bending forward)

I ’ l l  lead the way.

P le a se  wait  a moment. (Turns round when 

a l l  o f  them s to p .  Kaji-No-Ha looks a t  

Yozaemon.

Oh, you’ re from the la rg e  k i tch e n  and -------- .

Th at ’ s r i g h t .  I ’m Yozaemon. I t ’ d b e 

dangerous f o r  you to go th e r e .

Go round t h i s way and to  the back-door.

( S t a r t s  going and bows to Sen-hime)

This man i s  Ozumi  Yozaemon who has worked 

in  the la rg e  k i tch e n  o f  the c a s t l e  by order 

o f  Honda-Sado-No-Kami-dono and of whom I 

to ld  you a while ago.

W ell ,  then, you and a woman named Tokiwagi  of 

whom I ’ve heard ----------------- .

W ell ,  t h a t ’ s r i g h t .  I t ’ s I th a t  s e t  f i r e  to 

the large  k i t ch e n  by tak ing  advantage o f  t h e i r  

unguarded moment.

That was because I only wanted to save you 

from the t r o u b le .  I ’ l l  give a f u l l  account

o f  i t  l a t e r  o n ------------ .

T h ere ’ s no time to l o s e .

Now, go t h i s  way, p l e a s e .



(Yozaemon t r i e s  to go round to the r i g h t .

J u s t  then, a wounded s o l d i e r  of  the c a s t l e  

who came to l i f e  a while ago and has been 

w riggl ing  r i s e s  to h i s  f e e t  t o t t e r i n g l y . )

The S o l d i e r s  o f  the C a s t l e :  Ugh!

(Brandishes the blood-smeared sword and 

s t r i k e s  a t  Yozaemon, who g e ts  a s to n ish e d ,  

makes a s w if t  pa rry  a few times and s e i z e s  

the s o l d i e r  by the arm with h i s  hands .)

Yo: Don’ t  worry about me, but go r i g h t  away.

(Lets  the arm go suddenly and s tep s  back .

J u s t  then the s o l d i e r  o f  the c a s t l e  f a l l s  

forward and stumbles over another wounded 

s o l d i e r .

In the meantime, K a j i - No-Ha leads the Lady 

by the hand, followed by Hanano and N is h ik ig i  

and they go i n to  the r i g h t  h u r r i e d l y .

Another wounded s o l d i e r  over whom the 

s o ld ie r  stumbled comes to  l i f e ,  too and 

s t r i k e s  a t  Yozaemon d e sp e ra te ly  to g e th e r  with 

the s o l d i e r .  Thereupon Yozaemon makes a 

s w if t  parry ,  draws h i s  sword, l o s e s  no time 

i n  k i l l i n g  one o f  them, k i l l s  the other  

immediately and s t r a i g h te n s  h im s e l f  on the 

l e f t .  Again a r a t t l i n g  sound; a w a r -cry .

------- Act Drop -------

- 5 -



The U p sta irs  Granary o f  the C a s t l e .

In f r o n t  as well  as on both s ides  the three s ides  of  

the gran ary  are seen from w ith in .  Here and there are 

windows, but a l l  o f  t h e m are c l o s e d .  There i s  a s t a i r c a s e  

used fo r  in g r e s s  and e g re ss  down s ta r e  l e f t .

By the wall  to  th e  l e f t  o f  the s t a i r c a s e  there are p i le d  up 

a number o f  b a le s  o f  dried r i c e .  Against the wall th ere  are 

placed a few mats.

Somewhat to the r i g h t  from the s t a i r c a s e  there i s  a h igh- 

brimmed mat used fo r  H idey ori ’ s s e a t .

There are  placed some high-brimmed mats used f o r  Yodo-dono ' s  

temporary s e a t  down s tage r i g h t .  Behind the s ea t  there are 

a golden fo ld in g  screen in the fashion  of Momoyama, a few 

p ie c e s  of  gold lacquered fu r n i tu r e  and a ha lberd .

Yodo-dono with a long overdress which Sen-hime threw o f f

i n  her hand has a f i t  of spasm and i s  about to throw back 

h er  head v i o l e n t l y  when Shoei,  Okura, Kyotei and a l l  the 

o th e rs  hold her down.

A ll  o f  a sudden the boom of guns and r i f l e s ;  a war-cry .

Lady Yodo laughs v i o l e n t l y ,  but a f t e r  a while her laughing 

voice changes to a t e a r f u l  one and she q u ie t s  down a f t e r  a l l . )  

Nun Shoei :  Now i s  a very urgent time whether the Toyotomi

fam ily  w i l l  e x i s t  or die out,  though. 

Okura-kyo: She has had a more v io l e n t  f i t  of  spasm than

 u su a l .
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Lady Kyoten: 

Nun Shoei:

Waiting-Maid:

A l l :

Shurinosu ke : 

Nun Shoei: 

Okura-kyo: 

Shurinosuke: 

Okura-kyo:

We’ve no remedy f o r  her i l l n e ss in  r e a d i n e s s . 

Ah, i t ’ s annoying.

(Then Lady Yodo again groans and i s about to 

throw back her h ead .)

Gracious!

She’ s going to throw back her head a g a in .

(Again s t a r t  r i s i n g  to t h e i r  f e e t . )

Madam, Madam!
( J u s t  then, from downstairs comes up h u rr ie d ly  

Ono Shurinosuke in  armours wearing a yellow 

surc oat over i t  and bandaging h i s  arm which

seems to be s l i g h t l y  wounded and g e ts  astonished

to see t h i s  s c e n e . )

Oh, the Old Lady ---------- . Well,  she has had a
 

f i t  o f  spasm again ,  I ' m a f r a i d .

Oh, Shurinosuke- dono, I ’m glad you’ve come in 

good t im e.

Qh, Harunaga! (Turns to the w a i t in g - m a id . )

You mustn't  l e t  her  hand go.

Wh a t ' s the matter with her?  Has she become 

q u ie t  y e t?

Now, she s eems to have b e c ome q u ie t  a l i t t l e .  

(Thereupon Okura-kyo and Nun Shoei go back 

to th e i r  r e s p e c t iv e  s e a t s  somewhat to the 

l e f t  and confront Shur in o s u k e . )

As I t o l d you a while ago, I ordered K aji -N o- 

Ha to l e t  the Lady leave here s e c r e t l y ,  so 

the Old Lady got very much angry and s a id ,
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Nun Shoei :

Lady K y o te i :

Okura-kyo:

Nun Sho e i :

—  8 -

"Now th a t  you've l e t  the only hostage run 

away from h e re ,  a l l  o f  you must have com-  

municated s e c r e t l y  with the enemy of  the

Kanto d i s t r i c t  and betrayed u s . "

So saying, she assumed a h o r r i b l e  look.

Since th ere  remained the Lady’ s long ov erd ress ,  

she held i t  t i g h t l y  l i k e  th a t  and pierced i t  

with her sword ( f o r  se l f - p r o t e c t i o n )  as i f  

s tabbing a l i v i n g  person with i t  and s a i d ,

" I  say, I e y a s u ! I wanted to l e t  her j o i n  the 

m a jo r i ty  with me and to  f o r e s t a l l  you, though. 

(Comes forward a l i t t l e  on her knee s . )  We t r i e d  

to check h e r ,  but she th r u s t  us away, pushed
 

us aside and ran about here and there c r a z i l y .

A f te r  a while she had a f i t  o f  spasm and we've 

had such a hard time of i t .

What with the matter and what with the o th e r

we hardly had time to inform her of  the m essenger 's

words.

Even i f  we had to ld  her  of  i t ,  she wouldn't 

acknowledge surrendering to them as from her 

lo o k s .  Harunaga, what do you say?

Shurinosuke-dono, what do you say?

( I n the  meantime, Lady Yodo t r i e s  to  throw

back h e r  head again when Lady Kyotei and the 

waiting-maids hold her down.)



Shur in o s u k e :

Nun S h o e i :

Sh urin o su k e :

No w o n d e r --------------. In her such cond it ion

we ca n ’ t t e l l  her o f  the very message.

However, i f  she makes no rep ly  to i t  r i g h t  

now, I ’m a f r a i d  any t ro u b le  might happen due

to the melee.

As fo r  the Ju n io r  M in is te r  o f  S t a t e ,  he s a id ,

" I f  i t ’ s Mother’ s s t r i c t  order , I ’ l l  have no

o b je c t i o n  to i t ,  but w i l l  never have the 

d isg race  of surrender so as to save my own 

l i f e .    

I  think the House o f  Toyotomi today i s  doomed, 

so I want you a l l  to urge Mother f o r c i b l y  to 

be prepared f o r  death and rep ly  to the messenger 

th a t  we w i l l  disapprove the t e r m s , " but as  in  

the proverb the longer the rep ly  i s  withheld

the longer our trouble  l a s t s , so anyway I ’ d 

l i k e  to have him agree to the terms of surrender .  

Well,  we’ re o f  the same mind with you.

We’ ve cudgeled our brains  so as to  save the 

Lord’ s l i f e  a t  the worst,  though. (Heaves a 

s ig h .  Meanwhile, Shurinosuke determinedly 

draws near to h e r . )

Mother, there  i s  no help for  i t  now.

Even i f  sh e ' s  sane, s h e ’ s s c e p t i c a l  by nature 

and always bears a deep-rooted grudge a g a in s t

the House o f  Tokugawa and says tn a t  she w i l l  

never see Ieyasu even though she d ie s ,  so i f
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Shurinosuke:

Okura-kyo: 

Shurinosuke:

Okura-kyo: 

Nun Shoei:

We t e l l  her of  i t  openly,  she won’ t  agree

to  i t . Now ---------------

( G e s t i c u l a t e s .  Shoei and Daizo understand 

h is  gesture  and draw near to him. 

Shurinosuke whispers s omething to  them 

for  a w h i le . )

Now the Old Lady i s  not sane,  so I ' l l  concoct  

th a t  she approved o f  i t  and immediately 

arranged f o r  him to leave h ere ,  anyhow.

Well,  then, do you mean to say th a t  we’ l l  

have to deceive our lord?

I t ' l l  be f o r  the sake o f  h i s  House to 

deceive him. (Both of  them nod.)

Then, I ’ l l  t e l l  him of i t  r i g h t  away.

You must know how to turn the t r i c k ,  but 

I hope you’ l l  convince the others  of  i t ,  as 

she has l o s t  her s e n se s .

I f  our lord asks the matter o f  you, I hope 

y o u ' l l  be c a r e f u l  in  your rep ly  so as  not 

to  make c o n t ra d ic to ry  remarks.

Take i t  e asy .  Don’ t  worry about i t .

Then, r ig h t  away.Very well.
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Okura-kyo: 

Nun Shoei : 

A l l :

(Then Shurinosuke goes down the s t a i r c a s e  

h u r r ie d ly .

Meanwhile, suddenly Lady Yodo bu r s t s  out 

laughing m e r r i ly ,  b ut a f t e r  a l l  her 

lau gh ter  changes to t e a r f u l  v o ic e .  The 

waiting-maids make a row, so the o ld  women 

q u ie t  t h e i r  ner ves and nurse Lady Yodo.)  

Madam!

Madam!

Cheer up, cheer up!

( J u s t  then, in  the d i r e c t i o n  of  the i n t e r i o r  

or outside o f  the window a war-cry i s  

heard. A s t r a y  b u l l e t  s t r i k e s  the window 

when the wall  comes crumbling down, the 

ba l e s  o f  dried r i c e  p i led  up by the window 

f a l l  down and smoke flows in to  the granary.  

Something burns down, followed by a t e r r i f i c  

sound. This  boom of guns i s  so unexpected 

and near th a t  a l l  o f  them g et  a s to n ish e d ,  

unconsciously l e t  Lady Yodo go, jump back 

on both s id e s  and face downward uninten-  

t i o n a l l y .

J u s t  then, Lady Yodo suddenly r i s e s to her 

f e e t ,  runs forward d i r e c t l y  and g l a r e s  a t  

the f r o n t . )
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Y o d o -g im i :  Oh, t h e y ’ v e come h e r e  a g a i n .

( S t a n d s  up and s h a k e s  h e r s e l f . )

B l a s t  them ! I f  th ey  c u r s e  me a t  any c o s t ?  

( P u ts  h e r  hand, on the sword and t r i e s  to 

draw i t ,  but s t a g g e r s  a few s t e p s  backward 

a s  i f  b e i n g  a f r a i d  o f  s o m e t h i n g . )

Yodo-gim i: T h e y ' r e  c u r s i n g  me, t h e y ’ re  c u r s i n g  me.

( I n  the meantime,  a l l  o f  them come to  

t h e m s e l v e s ,  run up to  h e r  from b o th  s i d e s   
and f r o n t  and r e a r  and then  t r y  to  h o l d  

h e r  back when she t h r u s t s  them away and 

w r i g g l e s .  J u s t  then  Toyotomi H i d e y o r i - k y o ,  

aged 2 3 ,  we a r i n g  an armour o f  r e d -  

th re a d e d  p l a t e s ,  swords and wooden shoes  

comes up,  fo l lo w e d  by U j i i e  Na i z e n ,  aged 

4 0 ,  i n  armours and w i t h  s l i g h t l y  wouded 

p a r t s  d r e s s e d .

A l l  o f  them s a l u t e  H id e y o r i  and in fo rm  

Lady Yodo o f  i t . )

O k u ra -k y o : E x cu se  me, but  ou r  l o r d  has  come o v e r .

Nun S h o e i :  The J u n i o r  M i n i s t e r  o f  S t a t e  h a s  come

o v e r ,  you s e e .

O k u ra-k y o :  Madam, our l o r d  h a s  come o v e r .

Nun S h o e i :  Cheer up,  c h e e r  up, p l e a s e .

(Then,  Lady Yodo s t a r e s  round and s l a n t s  

up h e r  e y e s . )
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The Junior  M in is te r  o f  S ta t e ?

Ju nio r  M in is te r  o f  S ta te  Hideyori-dono i s  a 

Japanese genera l  and the commander-

i n - c h i e f  of the army ------  the commander-in-

ch i e f  - - - - - - .

( I s on the point of saying so, but looks 

c l o s e l y  over there  vexa t i ou s l y . )

Oh, how vexing!

Who do you think I  am?

I ’m Commander-in-Chief H ideyori ’ s mother --------

(Bursts  in to  t e a r s .  Ky o t e i  t r i e s  to nurse 

Yodo-gimi and ge ts  near to her when she 

th r u s t s  her as ide  ro u g h ly . )

B l a s t  i t !

(Suddenly her eyes f l a s h wi t h  a n g e r . )

Wh a t ,  what? Concubine?

Why could you c a l l  me c oncubine? Say i t  again .  

Say i t  again .

The whole land o f  t h i s  c ountry Japan i s  

j u s t  as good as my v a n i ty  c a s e .

(G lares  f o r  a while with no word.)

Hmm. Sounds i n t e r e s t i n g .

(Seems as  i f  l i s t e n i n g  to somebody’ s 

words and a f t e r  a w hile ,  again grows 

e x c i te d  suddenly.)

Say, i s  th e re  anybody here?

C al l  J ibu  Shosuke, J ibu Shosuke------

(Suddenly r i s e s  to her f e e t  s ta g g e r in g ly ,



Lady Kyot e i :  

A l l :

Hideyor i :

U j i i e :

so a l l  of  them get a s ton ish ed  and try  t o 

check her when she pushes them aside  and 

i s about to run to the r i g h t ,  so  they 

a l l  can hardly hold her b a ck . )

Oh, how shameful of  you! P lease  compose 

y o u r s e l f .

P l e a s e ,  p le a se .

(Then they soothe h e r .  J u s t  then Hideyor i  

who has been standing absent-mindedly l i k e  

a stone f ig u re  up to now looks a t  t h i s

scene and heaves a s i g h . )

How shameful of  you, Mother!

Have you l o s t  your senses?

(Takes the reserved s e a t  o f  the l e f t  d i s - 

c o n s o l a t e l y .

U j i i e  Naizen seems to be unable to master 

h i s  emotion a nd when Lady Yodo i s  forced  

to take her sea t  by them he p la c e s  h is  

hands before  her and looks up c l o s e l y  at  h e r . )  

I' m sorry to say th a t  you' re  in a shameful 

c o n d i t io n .

On such an important occasion  your pent-up 

worries  have b e f a l le n  you a t  a time, so 

you've taken leave o f  your se n s e s ,  h a v e n ' t  you? 

We l l ,  the honor of the House o f  Toyotomi w i l l  

depend on your words t i l l  hundreds of yearslater.

-  14 -



- 15 -

F i l i a l  as  the Junior  M in is te r  o f  S ta te  i s ,  

h e ' l l  pocket any i n s u l t  according to your 

words, but i t ’ s hard fo r  us to  f o r e t e l l  any 

s e c r e t  d e s ire  o f  th e  Kanto F o r c e s .

Should you surrender to them today, i t ' d  be 

a d isg race  to the honorable House o f  Toyotomi, 

I  th in k .

I  hope y o u ' l l  calm y o u r s e l f  and think the

i n t e r e s t s  over.

Would you r a th e r  die nobly than y i e l d  d i s -  

g r a c e f u l l y  or would you plead to Tokugawa- 

dono f o r  your own l i f e  l i k e  Shuri ' s  and beg 

f o r  h i s  mercy? P lea se  answer me now.

( U j i i e  persuades her keenly of  i t  

with t e a r s  in h i s  e yes .

Meanwhile, Lady Yodo looks c l o s e l y  a t  

U j i i e ,  gradually s i t s  a t  ease and as soon 

as U j i i e  f i n i s h e s  speaking, she u t t e r s  

her words.)

Yodo-gimi: Oh, never mind, never mind. You needn't

worry so much about i t .

Come over h e r e .  I say, come over here ------ .

(Holds out her hand c o q u e t t i s h ly  and 

t r i e s  to h o l d  U j i i e ' s  hand, so U j i i e  

g e ts  s t a r t l e d  and crawls back. In l e s s  

than no time, Yodo-gimi n e s t l e s  c l o se to 

him. )



G r a c i o u s ! You n e e d n ’ t  run a w a y -------------

(Then,  Nun Shoei  p l u c k s  h e r  by the s l e e v e  

from th e  l e f t  and t r i e s  t o  c h e c k  h e r .

Lady Yodo l o o k s  ba ck  s h a r p l y  a t  h e r . )

Who c o u l d  p o i n t  a t  me?

(Her e y e s  f l a s h  w i th  a n g e r .

Thereupon Nun Sh o e i  l owers h e r  h a n d . )

Who could  re p ro v e  my c o n d u c t? 
(Looks b a c k  a t  Okura-kyo who h as  been on 

the  r i g h t  and c a s t s  a sh arp  g l a n c e  a t  h im. 

Thereupon Okura-kyo t u r n s  away h i s  f a c e  

from  h e r . )

I ’m j u s t  a s  good a s  the  r u l e r  o f  t h i s  c o u n t r y .  

(S a y s  so a r r o g a n t l y .  Thereupon t h e y  a l l  

drop t h e i r  h e a d s . )

Whosoever may see me - - - - -  -----

(Again  c o q u e t t i s h l y . )

I  don’ t  mind a t  a l l  ---------------

( P o s e s  e n c h a n t i n g l y  and t r i e s  to  take  Uj i i e  

by th e  hand a g a i n .  U j i i e  g e t s  a s t o n i s h e d ,  

jumps s e v e r a l  s t e p s  b a ck w a rd ,  i s  i n  a c o l d

sweat and bends h i s  head t r e m b l i n g l y . )

H ere ,  h e r e ,  w h ere ,  where a r e  you g o in g ?

( S t a n d s  up e n c h a n t i n g l y  and t r i e s  to  c a t c h  

up w i th  h im .

U n d e rs ta n d in g  H i d e y o r i - k y o ' s  mind , a l l  o f  them 

have  been u n a b le  to  h e a r  h e r  words and

-  16 -



Hideyori :

Okura-kyo: 

Nun Shoei:  

Lady Kyotei : 

Three:

bending t h e i r  heads,  but get  astonished and 

hold her back from both s i d e s . A ll  o f  a 

sudden Lady Yodo changes c o lo r ,  w rigg les 

and seems to be in f e a r  and trem b lin g .)

Gracious!  You've caught me.

(Gets confused and t r i e s  to  run o f f  to the 

r i g h t . )

Oh , i s n ' t  there anybody h e r e ,  anybody here?

I ' l l  never be taken prisoner  a t  any c o s t .

(Wriggles and runs amuck.

Hideyori  who has been looking a t  h is  m other 's  

condit ion  d is c o n s o l a t e l y  cannot master h i s  

emotion and sheds t e a r s .  All of  a sudden 

he unsheathes h i s  s h o r ter  sword, runs up to 

Lady Yodo and puts h i s  hand on her c h e s t . )

Save us,  m e rc i fu l  Buddha.

(Los es no time in  t ry in g  to s tab  h e r .

Thereupon Okura, Shoei and Kyotei get astonished 

and c l i n g  to h i s hand from both s ides  and 

f r o n t  and r e a r .

W el l ,  what are  you g o in g to do?

Excuse me, my lo r d ,  but out o f  your mind---- ---------

 Are you? Ah, how dangerous!

P lease  l e t  your hand go.

(Then a l l  o f  them stop him t e a r f u l l y . )

- 17 -
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Hideyor i :

Lady K y o t e i :  

Nun S h o e i :

O k u r a -k y o :

Nun S h o e i :  

T h r e e :

Lady K y o t e i :  

T h r e e :

Don’ t  s ta n d  i n  my way, d o n ' t  s t a n d  i n  my way. 

L e t  me go ,  l e t  me g o .  M o th e r ' s  l i f e  w i l l  

n e v e r  be s a v e d .

I f  she l i v e s  o u t ,  i t ’ l l  be a d i s g r a c e  to  

h e r  a s  w e l l  a s  to  our House.  I ,  H i d e y o r i ,  w i l l  

a s s i s t  h e r  a t  h e r  s e l f - i m m ol a t i o n  and l e a d  the 

way to the  R i v e r  S t y x  f o r  h e r  by k i l l i n g  m y s e l f  

w i th  the  same sword.

Don' t  s t o p  me.

L e t  me g o .  Get out  o f  way.

( S a y s  s o  t e a r f u l l y . )

W e l l ,  no wonder you lament  i t  and a r e  angry  

a t  i t ,  so we' v e no words t o ch e ck  y ou ,  but 

y ou s e e , she h a s  ta k e n  l e a v e  of  h e r  s e n s e s .

Even i f  she h a s  to  d i e ,  I  hope  she' l l  do so 

a f t e r  she comes to h e r  s e n s e s .

I  hope y o u ’ l l  p ersuad e  h e r  o f  i t  and th e n  

u r g e  h e r  t o k i l l  h e r s e l f .

T o g e th e r  w i th  h e r  we --------

We’ d l i k e  to  exchange  wor d s  w i th  h e r  once 

more and go on a jo u r n e y  to  the o t h e r  world 

w i th  h e r .

S h e ' l l  come to h e r  s e n s e s  soon,  I  can a s s u r e  

y o u .

J u s t  a  m in u te ,  j u s t  a m in u te ,  j u s t  a  m in u t e ,  

p l e a s e .



Yodo- g i m i :

H id e y o ri :
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(Each of them checks him t e a r f u l l y .

Meanwhile, Lady Yodo whose c h e s t  has been 

held by Hideyori seems to be speech less  with

amazement and g e s t i c u l a t e s  l i k e  a crazy woman. )

Gracious me!

Wha t  are you going to do with me, what are  you 

going to do with me?

( Then Hideyori cannot master h i s  emotion, 

bu t  throws away the  sword, s i t s  down there 

and sheds t e a r s . )
 

Well ,  Na iz e n ,  pardon me.

Although I  think i t  unmanly, I c a n ' t  help 

shedding t e a r s . A while ago I shed t e a r s  of  

rem o rse fu lness ,  because I was a f r a i d  th a t  my 

deceased fa th e r  T a ik o 's  g r e a t  work would 

come to naught due to my i n c a p a b i l i t y .

However, now I ' v e  shed t e a r s  o f  blood s in k in g  

deep in my h e a r t  owing to a l l  worldly passions 

such as rem o rse fu ln e ss ,  wrath and r e g r e t .

Pardon me. I  c a n ' t  help c ry in g .

(Shakes h im self  and c r i e s  b i t t e r l y  cover ing

h i s  face with the hands.

Uj i i e  cannot master h i s  emotion, e i t h e r ,  but 

seems to be g r i e f - s t r i c k e n  with no word.

All  the others  a l s o  drop t h e i r  heads and 

look t ro u b le d .  As f o r  Lady Yodo,  she looks 

from one to the other  and b u rs ts  out laughing 

in  an uncanny v o i c e . )
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Y o d o - g i m i :

Nun S h o e i :

Lady K y o t e i :

Yodo- g i mi :

Lady Kyo t e i :

Ha, h a ----- ------- .  D o n ' t  c r y ,  d o n ’ t  c r y .

Y o u ' r e  b o t h  men, a r e n ’ t  you?

Oh, how fu n n y ,  how f u n n y ! 

Ha, ha -----------

( S p l i t s  h e r  s i d e s  w i th  l a u g h t e r . )

Oh, how sh am efu l  o f  y o u !

Can’ t  you r e c o g n i z e  the  J u n i o r  M i n i s t e r  o f  

S t a t e  t o  whom you gave b i r t h ?

(Weeps. K y o t e i  a l s o  weeps and draws c l o se 

t o  Lady Yodo and t a k e s  h e r  by the h a n d . )

W e l l ,  Madam, Madam.

Now, p l e a s e  t a k e  your  s e a t  h e r e .

( P o i n t s  t o  H i d e y o r i . )

Can’ t  you s e e  t h a t  nobleman?

(Then K y o t e i  r i s e s  t o  h e r  f e e t ,  t a k e s  Lady 

Yodo to  H id e y o r i  by l e a d i n g  h e r  by th e  hand 

and t u r n s  to  H i d e y o r i . )

D o n ' t  you know t h i s  nobleman?

( L e t s  Lady Yodo pay a t t e n t i o n  to  H i d e y o r i .  Lady 

Yodo looks  c l o s e l y  a t  H i d e y o r i  f o r  a w h i l e . )

Oh ,  I  know t h i s  man. H e’ s my son H i d e y o r i .

( S a y s  so  e a s i l y . )

My g o o d n e s s !

W e l l ,  t h e n ,  h ave you come t o  your  s e n s e s ?
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Hideyor i : Why, you’ re r i g h t .

(Looks c l o s e l y  a t  Lady Yodo.)

Well , then, you’ve come to  y o u r s e l f ,  I th in k .

(Draws near to h e r . )

Now th a t  you’ re a l r i g h t ,  Mother, I ’ve got something 

to  t e l l  you.

P lea se  l i s t e n  i n t e n t l y  to what I ,  Hideyor i ,  

am going t o say.

(Then Hideyor i  a d ju s t s  h i s  c l o t h e s ,  p la c e s  

h i s hands before Lady Yodo and says q u i e t l y : )  

I t ' s about your rep ly  to the messenger through 

Shurinosuke whom you int im ated  your i n t e n t i o n  a 

while ago .

I a p p re c ia te  your m e r c i f u l  words with the 

i n t e n t i o n  o f  l e t t i n g  me, Hideyor i ,  l e a ve t h i s  

c a s t l e  a t  the worst so as t o r e t a i n  the b l ood- 

t i e s  o f  the House of  Yoyotomi, but even i f  I beg 

f o r  Ogosho ’ s ( I e y a s u ’ s )  mercy and you an I are 

spared our l i f e  once, when I sound the s e c r e t  

d e s i r e  of the Kanto F o r c e s ,  the l ineage  o f  the 

House of Toyotomi w i l l  not l a s t  long.  I t ' s 

only Ogosho 's  temporary s tratagem to show mercy 

t o u s .

I ’ d r a t h e r  k i l l  myself  nobly and apologize  t o 

my deceased f a th e r  f o r  my unworthiness than l iv e  

out and be put to  shame in the future  ----------
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Y odo- g i m i :

H i d e y o r i :  

Yodo- g i m i :

( I s  on the poi n t  o f  s a y i n g  so and wipes h i s  

t e a r s . )

M o th e r .  U n t i l  then I thought  you would a l s o  

be prepared  f o r  d e a t h ,  so was a t  e a s e  and 

p re p a re d  f o r  d e a t h .  Howev e r ,  i t  was cowardly  

o f  you to  say such t h i n g s  to  S h u r i ,  u n l i k e  y o u ,  

j u s t  now.

(Says  so s t r i c t l y  and keeps back h i s  t e a r s . )  

T his  was because  you had mercy on me out  o f

your m a t e r n a l  l o v e .  So I th ink and -----  - -

( I s  about to  say mor e ,  but can h a r d l y  say  

f u r t h e r  and c r i e s  b i t t e r l y .  Lady Yodo l ooks 

c l o s e l y  a t  him i n q u i r i n g l y . )

Oh, oh ,  t e a r s  a r e  running down your cheeks  

l i k e  w a t e r .

Oh, oh ,  t e a r s  a r e  running t h i s  way, t o o .

Oh my! T e a rs  a re  r u n n in g .  Ho, ho ------------ .

(Then a l l  of  them g e t  a s t o n i s h e d .  H id e y o ri  

a l s o  g e t s  s u r p r i s e d ,  l o o k s  up and lo o k s  

c l o s e l y  a t  Lady Yodo s o r r o w f u l l y . )

Oh, how s i l l y  of  y o u ----- ----- ----- -

(C le n ch e s  h i s  t e e t h  and drops  h i s h e a d . )  

(Looking from one to  a n o t h e r )

Ha, h a -----------------

(Laughs u n c o n s c i o u s l y .  H id e y o ri  r i s e s  to  

h i s  f e e t  in  t e a r s  and goes  b ack  to h i s  s e a t .
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Shu r i n o s u k e :

U j i i e :

S h u r i :

A l l  of  them are  h e a v y - h e a r t e d  w i th  no word.

J u s t  then  Ono Shu r i n o s u k e  comes up h u r r i e dl y . ) 

The m e s s e n g e r s  a g a i n  p r e s s e d  us f o r  an answer 

s t r i c t l y  and t h r e a t e n i n g l y  s a i d  t h a t  th ey  

would bombard our p o s i t i o n  im m e d ia te ly  i f  

our answer should  prove to  be u n s a t i s f a c t o r y ,  

so I  had no t ime t o  a sk  f o r  your  m andate ,  b u t  

j u s t  now. I  r e c e i v e d  your  m o t h e r ’ s p e r m i s s i o n  

and ,  anyway t o l d  t he m e s s e n g e r s  o f  y our c o n s e n t  

to  i t ,  my l o r d .

( U j i i e  Na i z e n  g e t s  a s t o n i s h e d  t o h e a r  i t ,  

suddenly  c h a n g e s  c o l o r  and t u r n s  to  S h u r in o s u k e ) 

Oh, how a b s u rd  your arran ge m en t  i s !

Do you t h i n k  i t  y our w i l l  a s a  r e t a i n e r  t o 

put  your  l o r d  to shame?

Look? H is m other  h a s  ta k e n  l e a v e  of  h e r  s e n s e s ,  

you s e e .

Are y ou g o in g  t o expose  h e r  such  e x c i t e d  

c o n d i t i o n  t o p u b l i c  view so a s  to be s n i g g e r e d  

a t  by th e  c h u r l s  o f  the K a n t o d i s t r i c t  and 

to  b r i n g  d i s g r a c e  on the Toy o t omi f a m i l y ?

( S a y s  so s t r i c t l y .  Thereupon Sh u r i n o s uke 

seems to  be s u l l e n ,  but  i n t e n t i o n a l l y  k e e p s  

s e l f - p o s s e s s e d . )

W e l l ,  i s n ’ t  g e t  e x c i t e d ,  Na i z e n .  Unwor t h y  a s  I  

am, how c ou l d  I ,  Sh ur i  Ha r u n a g a ,  make a r r a n g e -  

m e n ts  t o b r i n g  d i s g r a c e  on our l o r d ?



-  24 -

U j i i e :

S h u r i :

U j i i e :

A f t e r  I  n e g o t i a t e d  w i th  th o s e  two envoys about  

the m a t t e r ,  I  t o l d  them t o b r i n g  a s u i t a b l e  

palanquin h e r e  w i th o u t  f a i l ,  so h e r  f i g u r e  

would n e v e r  be exp osed  to  p u b l i c  g a z e ,  I  can 

a s s u r e  y o u .

A lthou gh you to o k  me to  t a s k  f o r  my arrangem ent  

as  a b s u r d ,  h i s  Mother c o n s e n t e d  to s u r r e n d e r ,  

you know.

I t ’ s rude o f  you toward our l o r d  to s ay such a 

t h i n g .

(S a y s  so s t e r n l y . )

I t ' s  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  me to  comprehend h i s  m o t h e r ’ s 

w i l l .

I  know she h as  been  out  o f  h e r  s e n s e s  s i n c e  a 

w h ile  ag o ,  so she c a n ' t  have g iv e n  su ch  

i n s t r u c t i o n s  to  you .

I  g u e s s  y o u ' r e  s o  a f r a i d  to  d ie  t h a t  you must 

have framed up h i s  m o t h e r ' s  w i l l  and f o r c e d  

h e r  to  s u r r e n d e r . 

Bu t t o n  your mouth, U j i i e  N a i z e n .

I t ' s  rude o f  you to s a y  t h a t  I  framed up h e r

w i l l  a s  compared w i th  your mind.

I t  was a u d a c i o u s  o f  you to  use such e x p r e s s i o n  

" a s  compared w i th  your mi n d . "

U t i l i z i n g  h i s  m o t h e r ' s  p a r t i a l i t y  to  you,  

you and y o u r  mother have b een  e x c e e d i n g l y  rude 

and n e g l i g e n t  o f  y ou r  d u t i e s .
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S h u r i : 

U j i i e : 

S h u r i : 

U j i i e :

Hideyor i : 

Both :

Yodo- g i m i :

Nun Shoe i :

The present  d i s a s t e r  i s  a s c r ib e d  t o the 

rashness  of  you and your mo t h e r .

I s i t  a s cr ib e d  t o our rashn ess ,  eh?

Yes .

T e l l  me the r e a s on f or  i t .  Now, t e l l  m e ----

Oh, I ' l l  t e l l  you.

(Then b oth  of  them get  e x c i t e d  as i f

p u t t in g  t h e i r  hand on th e h i l t  of  the 

sword r e s p e c t i v e l y . )

Behave y ou r s e l v e s !

Very w e l l .

(Became q u i e t .  J u s t  then. Lady Yodo 

who has been ly in g  fa ce  downward suddenly

as i f  l i s t e n i n g  t o  t h e i r  dispute — ---------)

Ha, ha ------------- .

(Laughs m e r r i l y .  Then Nun Shoe i  q u ie t ly  

draws near t o Hid e y o r i  and p la c e s  her 

hands r e s p e c t f u l l y . )

Excuse me, my l ord, but I ' l l  t e l l  y ou .

I f  y ou a c t  a g a in s t  y our mot h e r ’ s l a s t  words,  

y our lack  o f  f i l i a l  p ie ty  w i l l  be spoken i l l  

of  by people t i l l  fu tu re  g e n e r a t i ons.

I dare to remonstrate  with you in  the hope 

th at  you’ l l  pocket the temporary i n s u l t  and 

leave t h i s  c a s t l e  for  the sake o f  your 

p o s t e r i t y .
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Yodo-gimi :

Gkura-kyo:

S h u r i :

Nun:

Lady K y o t e i :  

Nun S h o e i :  

Okura-kyo:

( I n  l e s s  than no time ---------- ----------- )

H a , h a ! (Again lau ghs  s c o r n f u l l y .

Okura-kyo a l s o  draws n e a r  to  h e r  a g a i n  in  

t e a r s . )

On such an im p o rta n t  o c c a s i o n  she i s  out  

o f  h er  s e n s e s , but when we f o r c i b l y  urged  

h e r  to  k i l l  h e r s e l f , she s a i d ,  "Spare my 

l i f e  by a l l  means, p l e a s e .  I  won’ t  d i e ,  I 

won’ t  d i e . "

When I  r e c a l l  h e r  words ------ --------- .

( I s  on the  poi n t  o f  s a y i n g  s o ,  but b u r s t s  

i n t o  t e a r s .  Shurinosuke c u t s  him s h o r t . )  

Although we owe her  a g r e a t  d e a l ,  w e 'v e no

o t h e r  way to save  her  l i f e ,  so anyhow,-------------

Since  the m esseng ers  w i l l  hav e a  p a l a n q u i n in

r e a d i n e s s  f o r  h e r  and come -------------- .

I t ’ l l  be f o r  the  sake o f  yo ur  House — ---------.

I t ’ l l  be f o r  the  sake o f  your m o t h e r -------------

P l e a s e  change your  mind and le a v e  t h i s  c a s t l e .

anyway.

S h o e i ,  Okura and K y o t e i :  P l e a s e  do s o .

A ll  Wa i t i n g - M a i d s :  P l e a s e  do s o .

( A l l  of  them p l a c e  t h e i r  hands and  
 

e n t r e a t  H ideyo ri  to  do s o .  Meanwhile,

Lady Yodo, who h a s  s a t  up and has  been

lo o k in g  c l o s e l y  a t  t h i s  s c e n e ,  a g a i n  now

-----------------------)



Y o d o - g i m i :

H i d e y o r i :
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Ha, h a ,  h a ,  h a - - - ---------
 

(Laughs m o ck in g ly .  H id e y o ri  seems to be
v

in  deep thought and a f t e r  a  while  lo o k s  

s h a r p l y  a t  them a l l . )

What w i th  your  r e q u e s t  and --------

( I s  on th e  p o i n t  o f  s a y in g  so and lo o k s  

a t  Lady Yodo. )

What w i th  h e r  sad p l i g h t ,  I  r e c a l l  her  words 

as  f o l l o w s .

" I f  I have to  d i e .  I ' l l  exchange f a r e w e l l  cups  

of  r i c e - w i n e  w i th  you and d i e  n o b ly ,  so you 

m u s t n ' t  l e a v e  me nor t r i c k  me i n t o  l o s i n g  my 

l i f e . "  So she s a id  on a c e r t a i n  n i g h t  when 

she s u f f e r e d  a  g r e a t  d e a l  from h e r  c h r o n i c  d i s -  

e a s e .

Thus she spoke r e s e n t f u l l y  to me out of 

g r o u n d l e s s  su s p i c i on ,  but  I c o u l d  c l e a r l y  

u n d e rs ta n d  her  m a te rn a l  lo ve  toward me .

( I s  about to say mo r e ,  but  b l i n k s  his  

ey e s ,  dro p s  h i s  head and sheds t e a r s .

As f o r  Lady Yodo, she s t a r e s  round and  

lo o k s  from one t o  a n o t h e r . )



Shurinosuke: 

Uj i i e :

A l l :

Yodo-gim i: 

H id e y o ri :
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Well, then, w i l l  you grant  our p e t i t i o n ,  my 

lord?

Well, then, w i l l  you c a p i t u l a t e ?

(Seems to be s u r p r i s e d . All  the o th ers  

say g l a d l y : )

Well ,  w i l l  you leave t h i s  c a s t l e ?

( J u s t  then Lady Yodo happens to n o t ice  

Sen-hime’ s long overdress  which i s  beside 

H id e y o r i ' s  s e a t  as i t  was a while a g o . )

Oh, Sen-hime ------------

(Runs d i r e c t l y  up to  the long overdress  and 

t r i e s  to pick i t  up, but  t o t t e r s when 

Hideyori  supports her and looks  c l o s e l y  

a t  h e r . )

Whatever i n s u l t  I may pocket ------------------

(Keeping back Lady Yodo. )

Mother’ s l i f e  cannot be r e p la c e d .

(Sheds t e a r s .  Meanwhile, Lady Yodo holds 

the long overdress  t i g h t l y ,  g l a r e s  over 

there and shakes h e r s e l f  in  r i s i n g  to 

her f e e t .

A l l  o f  them look t r o u b le d . )

------------  CURTAIN -----------


