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TRUST TElllTOIY OF THE PACIFIC ISLANDS 

TO 

THRU 

FROM 

High Comnissioner ,{. 
Attorney General~ 

Acting Chief of Lands 

/ 

SUBJECT: Confirmation oeed for Rota 

• 
OATli:2/2/81 
Serial: L30009 
File: 178.88.2 

Attached are two originals and four duplicate originals of the proposed 

do':lc!. 

By routing this memorandum through the Offic:e of the Attorney Gsmeral, 
• it is requested that the deed be reviewed as to le1al form , ano if found 

acceptable that they be siqned by the ~ttornd) General aa Alien Property 
custodian. We request that the document Lhen be forwarded to the High 
commissioner for execution on behal a cf the Trust Territory Government . 

Please return all copies of tl,e executed deed to this Division for further 
action. call Erinas ac ~, 40 or 9350 to pick them. 

t:4 ·./~ 
~r~:.i 
Enr' l osures 



FEB 4 1981 

Mr. Pedro 71.. Tenorio 
Executive Director 
Marianas Public l.nnd Corporation 
P.O . Box 380 
Saipan , CM 96950 

Dear Mr. Tenorio: 

• 

Enclosed arc two originals and four duplicalc origin~ls of the confinnation 
deed which transfers title of all public ar1cl alil!H lunds on Rota to the 
Resident Commissioner of the Northern Mariana Islands. 'l'o supplement the 
deed, we have prC'parcd Exhibit A• (l :2000 reproduction of the cadastral 
parcel index . .. 43 rMf sheets} and Exhibit. B (public and alien lands 
description ... computer printout) , as att.ached. 

The Trust. Territo1-y Government is prepared to execute a confirmation deed 
for all the marine areas as soon as the Commonwealth Government's direction 
on transfer and vesting of title.is received. As you are aware , this 
was mentioned in my letter of August 9 , 1979 (copy attached). 

hn acknowll:!dying :..i l'1LC!lh .. nt is provided below . Please return one cigncd copy 
for our files. 

Sincerely yours, 
, ) I 

/ / I ·'/ I/ 1· /, . , : / 
. /. I: \' - .1/ , ,_ ~ J.~ 
Adrian P. Winkel 
High Commissione r 

Enclosures: 
1 . Confi rmation deed (2 originals & .; duplicate originals) 
2. Exhibit A (1 set original £ 2 set.~ blue lim~ copies } 
3 . l~xhibit B (] set original & 2 sel!J duplicate copies ) 

I hereby acknowledge receipt of the ·aocum,~nl as C'nclo::a.:d (or Marianas 
Pub]jc 1 ... 111d Corporation. 

"f:ter-P rtt1~ ,lJ1.12k7,:vr, 
Title 

cc: Lands & Survey, D/NR, Office of the Governor, NMI 

Date 
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• • TRUST TERRITORY OF THE PACIFIC ISLANDS 
Office of the High Commissioner 

Saipan, Mariana Islands 

-~ 
CONFIRl':ATION DEED 

...._ 

THIS CO!..-FIRMATION DEED is issued this £ r~ day of h-1,,..uA ,..'! -· 
. . 

1981 , by the High Commissioner of the Trust Territory of the Pacific 

Islands and the Alien Property cUstodian of the Trust ~erritory of the 

Pacific Islands , hereinafter jointly referred to as the "GRANTORS'', 

for purposes of ratifying, approving, and confirming t.he vesting of 

tic.le to publij lands i-n the Northern Mariana Islands in favor of the 

Resident Commissioner of the Government of the Norther ~ Mariana Islands 

of tbe Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands , p~rsuant to Secretary of 
I 

the Interior Order No . 2989, hereinafter referred to as the "GRANTEE". 

WITNESSETH THAT, 

WHE?\£AS, Order NJ1• 2989, issued by thc- United St-.1:tes Sccr~tary of 

thE> Interior, on March 24, 1976, administratively separated the !".ariana 

Islands District from the rest of the Trust Territory of the Pacific 

IslanCs and designated the separate governme1t t\l entity as the 

Government of the Northern Mariana Islands ?f thn -r :·ist Territory of 

the Pacific 1slands _,.with executive authority bcir1q '-' €': L(t'd in the ke~idenl 

Co~missioner; and 

'..;tHEREAS, Part VII, Sectic,, 1, of Secretarial Order i;o. 2989 , in 

pe.rtinent part , read~ as folloHs : 

"'!'itle to public lands of the Trust Territory of the Pacific 

Isla·1c·.!'; which are situated in the Northern Mariana Islands 

a;;d which are ,1c.tively useC by the Trust Territory Government 

is hereby transfer-::<·d to ar.d vested in the Resident 

Com."l'lissioner subject to the cont ima·C: use of such land ~y t fie 

Trust Territory Government until relocatic•r. of the capit.ol of 

the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands , suet use to be in 

accordance wi t;l the terms of agreements reached by the Resident. 

C.- ;,:;r;J /, 1 
.. \.l -- l .. ,.:- .. ~ 
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• • 
Commissioner and the High Commissioner of the Trust Territory . 

All other public lands situated in the Northern 'Mariana Islands 

title to which is now vested with the Trust Territory 

Government and which have not been transferred to the legal 

e:itity created by the :1ariana Islands District Legislature 

according to Secretary of Interior Order No. 2969 shall vest 

in t:he Resident Commissioner"; 

~·.1HEREAS, it appears from the above provision of Secretarial 

OrC.er 2989 that title to all public lands, as defined in 67 TTC 1 , 

including all alien lands, as defined in 27 TTC l, sit.uated in the 

:i:ortJ1ern Mariana Islands , was intended to pass and vest , and did 

pass and vest, in the· Resident Commissioner , in his official 

capacity as chief executive of 'the Government of th«-> tJorthern 

Mariana Islands as established by the said Secretarial Order; and 

I 
WHEREAS, in accordance with Secretarial Order 29&9, the 

Resident Commissioner, in his official capacity, ac~ed as the vested 

holder of t1 tle to all public and alien lands in the 1;orthern 

Mariana Islands , and thereafter made certain conveyances of title 

to public lands and certain grants of lesser interests thereto as 

a result thereof; and 

WHEREAS , certain questions and doubts have subseqt:.ently arisen 

as to the effectiveness of the general vesting of title to the said 

p~Olic and alien lands effectuated by Secretari~l Order 2989, and 

failed to name, list and adequately describe and identify the 

different parcels of public lands which, in effect, were conveyed 

tt> the Resident Commissioner by virtue of the said Order; and 

WHEREh.S , the High Corn.-nissioner and Alien Property Custodian of 

the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands , the lawful title holders 

to ti,e public and alien lands in the Northern Rariana l siands , did 

r.ot take any part in the transfer of title and conveyances of the 

' said public lands which vested in the Resident conunissioner pursuant 

to the Order; and 

WHEREAS , the Government of the Northern Mariana Islands under 

the Resident Commissioner, as established by Secretarial Order 2989, 



• 

·e,·RfisidentLommissioner·, ished by Secretaria1. 6"rae"r:t989, 

• • 
has since Deen succeeded by the :'.;overnment of the Commonwealth of the 

:Jorthern :•!ariar.a Islands, established by the Constitution of the: y 
)Iorttern Mariana Islands, beginning January 9 , 1978; and 

t·:lifP.EAf , pursu.mt to the Constitut ion of the Northern Mariana 

Islar.Os , all pci:.lic lands situated in the Northern ::.ar iana Islands, 

as of t~e effective date of the said Constitution belong collectively 

t.o the people of the Northern !".ariana Islands ·,,;ho are of riorthern 

:-1arianas de$cent; 

THEREFORE, in order to forever renove any doubt. as to the 

validity of the vesting of title to gublic and alien lands made in 

favor of the Resident Commissioner of the Goverrment of the Northern 

:-:ariana Islands pursuant to Secretarial Order 2989, ""'e, the High 

Cor.unissioner and hlien Property Custodian of tr.e Trust Territory of 

the Pacific Islands , granters herein, do hereby rat.ify, approve , and 
I 

ccr.:"irI!l , the vestir.g of title to public and alien laz1ds in favor of 

the Fesident Commissioner made pursuant to Secretarial Order 2989, 

effective as of the 1st day of April, 1976, and we further do by 

these presents hereby remise, release , convey, transfer, and 

forever quitclaim , unto the Resident Commissioner, his lawful 

successors and assigns, all those public and alien lands as described 

below: 

f' 

All those _lands located above the ordinary hi.gh ' water 

mark on Rota Island , Northern Mariana Islands (fo:nredj' 

i•1aria na Islands District) , as delineated and 

represented on Exhjbit A hereto , such being a 

1:2000 scale reproduction of the Rota Island Cadastral 

Parcel Index , comprised of forty-three {43) sr.cets , and 

bounded as described i n Exhibit 8 hereto, such being a 

comt'uter printout which enumerates and describes by Metes 

and bounds all public and alieri land parcels keyed to che . 
sheet m.1,.-nber of the Rota Island Ca'dastral Parcel Index , 

containing an area of 7,277.73 hectdres, mor•: or less; and 

also , all easements ar.d rights-of-way , both surveyed and 

unsurveyed located on Rota Island. 

~ 



unsur veycd loec a ted on Rotatslanv. . 
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• • 
70 HAV1: rt:~;::, TO HOLD , all and singular , the above-Joscribed 

r eal property , the rights , titles, and in terests thereto , with the• 

tenements , hereditarnents antl appur t ena nces thereunto belonging or 

in any •.dse •appertaining , and every par t thereof , unto the Grantee, 

:1is law:ul successors and assigns , forever . 

Subject to the condi t ion that all contracts , leaEe agrements1 

.aaser.ents , pernits, licenses and other forms of rights and obligations 

en~ered into by the Government of the Trust Territory cf the Pacific 

Islands prior to AJ1ril 1, 1976, and applicabl ~ to the conveye:d lands, 

stall remain in force and effect until their natural or legal 

termination, unless otherwise agreed to in writing by the involved 

parties . 

It is further the intention ~f the Granters that all interests 

in real pro_r:crty which are _hereafter determined to have been vested 

in che Grantors on or before April tl, 1976, shall vest in the Grantee , 

or his lawful successors and assigns, and it is also the intention 

of t!".e Granters to convey hereby not only any present right , title 

or interest in t..'ie above described property, but also any, every, 

ar.d all right , title, and interest after acquired by Granters in and 

to the above described property. 

IN ',i!TNESS WHEREOF , I, in the name of the Governmer.t of the 

Trust Territory of the Pacific Is lands , have caused this Confinnac.ion 

Deed tc be made. 
~_,/-(, 

GIVE!~ under my hand and official seal, this --''----- day 

:;,-/ of /J~-- •.-< "/ , 1981. 
/~ 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

Nortt.ern t-:ariana Islands 

u/<, 
7 day of On this 

Adrian P. Ninkel 
High Commissioner 

f b--,,..,-,7 , 1981 ·before me 

appeared Adrian -P. Winkel, Higi: Commissioner of the ':-rust Territory 

of t,.~e Paci{ic Islands , known to ne as the person whose name is 

• 

, 



appeared Adrian P. Winkel , HigL Commissioner of the ':'rust Territory 

of the Paci(ic Islands , known to me as the person whose name is 

• • 
subscribed to the within Confirnation Deed and acknowledged that 

r.e executed the same for the purposes t herein set forth as his free 

act and deed. 

IN WITUESS WHEREOF , I hereunto set my hand and seal this 

t.Jf-- -~ __ , ___ day of I' .o , 1981. 

~ ~~ ~ 
'.\ • £ti.M~El f . MlPIIETMS ; 
~, NOTARY PU! .. 'C ' 
<. Gj'.'~r!,r.!•"I of !ti'! lilo'1te1n /.1,,,, ),l.l I\ '.i ~ 
\ : '.'fC0"'.li'l\1;;.io1e1r1rtsonth? ..' 

,J /,.,~~~J 
/4424~ 

V Public 

r;~ WITNESS WHEREOF . I , the Alien Property .custodian of the 

Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands , have caused this Confirmatior: 

Deed to be nade. 

GIVEN under m:; hand and official seal , this 3 ref 

of ljfJn,a,-1 
I 

, 1981. 

f\ 
MJ/ 
Alien Property Custodian 

ACIClOWLEDGMENT 

Northern :-iariana Islands 

0:1 this day of J"' { \.,..._ U '-"'1 , 1981 before me '"' i 
·' 

I 

day 

appeared Daniel J . High , Alien Property Custodian for the Trust 

TLrritory of the Pacific Islands , known to me as the person whose name 

1s subscribed to the within Confirmation Deed and acknowledged that 

he executed the same for the purposes therein set forth as his free 

a.ct and deed . 

IN WITt:!::SS, WHEREOF , I hereunto set my hand and seal thi s 

',, day of -/. Z ·,tc c", ll/ , 1981. 

J 

c£.Ct,, ,, ,,. J.__~· 
, Notary Public 
GLOFJA M SINE 

Noto,~ Public 
.,.,.,.,...,,,1 of tht Norlhtm MariaM l,14,uh 

M v Commiuion upirta oA t la e 

~d4110/•~:u~,-":.\ 195....!-
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• 

. ,;ota ry Public 
GLOF-JA M. SINE 

Notar~ Public 
Ciowrn"""'t of th, Northtrn Manau laland• 

M ~ Committion. upirtl on the 
~ day 0/ -! 1 <~·-· ~- , 19 _f..2_ 

• TRUST TERRITORY OF THE PACIFIC ISLANDS 
Office of the High Comml.asioner ~>l 

Saipan,. Mariana Islands 

-
CONFIRMATION DEED ~, ' 

~HI.S CONFIRMATION DEED is issued this ___ day of _____ _ 

198, by the High Commissioner of the Trust Territory of the Pacific 

Islands and the Alien Property Custodian of the Trust Territory of the 

Pacific Islands, hereinafter j ointly referred to as the "GRANTORS", 

for purposes of ratifying, approving, a.nd confirming the vesting of 

title to public lands in the llorthern Mari ana Island• in favor of the 

Resident Collllllissioner of the Government of thP Northern l'.arisna Islands 
I 

of the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, pursuant to Secretary of 

the Interior Order No. 2989, hereinafter referred to as the "GRANTEE". 

WITNESSETH THAT : \ 
WHEREAS , Order No . 2989, issued by the United States Secrett ry of 

the Interior, on March 24, 1976, administratively separated the riana 

Islands District from the rest of the Trust Territory of the Pacific 

Islands and designated the separate gove~entsl entity as the 

Government of the Northern Mariana Islands of the Trust Territory of 
·' 

the Pacific Islands with executive authority being vested in the Resident 

Commissioner; and 

WHEREAS, Part VII, Section 1, of Secretarial Order No. 2989, in 

pertinent part, reads as follow■: 

"Title to public lands of the Trust Territory of the Pacific 

Islands which are situated in the Northern Mariana Islands 

and . which ere. actively used by the Trust Territory Government 

is hereby transferred to and vested J.n the Resident 

~ommissioner s'tbject to the . continued use of such land by the 

Trust Territory Government until relocation of the capitol of 

the Trust Ter~ry of the Pacific Isl~nds, such use to be in 

accordance with the terms of agreements reached by the RFsident 

l of 5 
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• • 
" 

Commissioner and the High Commi ■si9ner of the Trust Territory. 

All other public lands situated in the Northern Marians Islands 

title to which is now vested with the ' Trust Territory 

Government and which have not been transferred to the legal 

entity crested by the Mariana Islands District Legislature 

according to Secretary of Interior Order No. 2969 shall vest 

in the Resident Commissioner"; 

WHEREAS, it appears from the above provision of Secretarial 

Order 2989 that title to all public lands, as defined in 67 TTC 1, 

including all alie.n lands, as defi.ned in 27 TTC 1, situated in the 

"Northern Mariana Islands, was intended to pass and vest, and did 

pass and vest, in the Resident Commissioner, in his official 

capacity as chief executive of the Government of the Northern 

Mariana Islands as established by the said Secretarial Order; and 

WHEREAS, in accordance with 1Secretarial Order No. 2989, the 

Resident Commissioner, in his official capacity, acted as the vested 

holder of title to all public and alien lands in the Northern 

Mariana Islands, and thereafter made. cert..ain conveyance" of title 

to public lands and certain gr.i;tnts of lesser interests thereto as 

a result thereof; and 

WHEREAS, certain questions and doubts have subsequently arisen 

as to the effectiveness of the general ve~ting of title to the said 

public and alien i~ds effectuated by Secretadal Order 2989, and 

failed to name, list and adequately describe and identify the. 

different parcels of public land's which, in effect, were conveyed 

to the Resident Commissioner by virtue of the said Order; and 

WHEREAS, the High Coaµnissioner and Alien Property Custodian of 

the Trust Territory of the Pacific l1lands, the lawful titl~ holders 

to the public and alien lands in the Northern Mariana Islands, did 

not take any part in the transfer of title and conveyances ol the 

said public lands which vested in the Resident Commissioner pursuant 

to the Order; and 

WHEREAS, the Governm'f't of the Northern Mariana Islands under 

the Resident Connissioner, as established by Secretarial Order 2989, 

2 of 5 
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the Resident Commissioner, as established by Secretarial Order 2989, 

2 of 5 

• • 
has since been succeeded by the Government of the Commonwealth of the 

Northern Mariana Islands, established by the Constitution of the 

Northern Mariana Islands, beginning January 9, 1978; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Constitution of the Northern l".ariana 

Islands, all public lands situated in the Northern l".ariana Islands, 

as of the effective date of the said Constitution belong collectively 

to the people of the Northern Mariana Islands who are of No'tthern 

Marianas - descent; 

NOW, THEREFORE, in order to forever remove any doubt as to the 

validity of the vesting of title to public and alien lands mllde in 

favor of the Resident Commissioner of the Cov<'rnment of the Northern 

Mariana Islands pursuant to Secretarial Order 2989, we , the High 

Commis~ioner and Alien Property Custodian of the Trust Territory of 

the Pacific Islands, granters herein, do hereby ratify, approve, and 

confirm, the vesting of title to'public and alien lands in favor of 

the Resident Commissioner made pursuant to Secretarial Order 2989, 

effective as of the lat day of April, 1976, and we further do by 

these presents hereby remise, release, convey, transfer, and 

forever quitclaim, unto the Resident Commissioner, his lawful 

successors and assigns, all those public and alien lands as described 

'llelow: 
, 

All those lands located above the ordinary high water 
~OTA 

mark on~ Island, Northern Mariana Islands (formerly 

Mariana Islands District), ,,ul J6z A 1'-••s•• i.~ 

l.alata H-e1&e z.,e..._,.,,L,.:reJets M■ df.l E h qa as delineated 

and represented on Exhibit A hereto, such being a 
.-" ~ !<o-rA 

l~ scale reproduction of the ~ Island Cadastral 
for't'Y-thr~e (43) 

Parcel Index, comprised of ab t5 ie (6«+ sheet.a,_ and 

bounded as described in Exhibit B hereto, such being a 

computer printout which enumerates and describes hr metes 

and bounds all public and alien land parcels keyed° to the 
Ro-r111 

sheet number of the S..,... Island Cadastral Parcel Index, 
-i:.,-,s&~1 

.,,,.,--1/ftE c~ning an ar~L?ctares, more or less; and 

/IJ tO, . also, all easements and rights-of-way, both surveyed and 

"•~A 
unsurveyed located on ~ bland . 

#.t. ,,,,tt_ ,,,1-,:.,, e, 
3 of 5 
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unsurveyed located on 
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• • 
TO HAVE AND TO HOLD, all and singu;ar, the above-described 

real property, the rights, titles, and interests thereto, with the 

tenements, hereditaments and appurtenances thereunto belonging or 

in any wise appertaining, and every part thereof, unto the Grantee, 

his lawful successors and assigns, forever. 

Subject to the condition that all contracts, lease agreements, 

easements, permits, licenses and other forms of rights and obligations 

entered _into by the Government of the Trust Territory of the Pacific 

Islands prior to April 1, 1976, and applicable to the conv€yed lands, 

shall remain in force and effect until their . natural or legal 

termination, unless otherwise agreed to in writing by the involved 

parties. 

It is further the intention of the Crantors that all interests 

in real property which are hereafter determined to have been vested 
'I 

in the Crantors on or before Apr41 1, 1976, shall vest in the Grantee, 

or his lawful successors and assigns, and it ls also the intention 

of the Gran tors to convey hereby not only any present right, title 

or interest in the above described property, but also any, every . ........ _ 

and all right, title, and interest after acquired by Cran tors in and 

to the. above described property. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I, in the name of the Government of the 

Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, have caused this Codfirmation 

Deed to be made. -' 

GIVEN under my hand and official seal, thi.s ______ day 
-=t--C' 

of ________ • 19"9' C , 

ACKNOWLEDCMDIT 

Northern 1<.ariana Islands 

Adrian P. Winkel 
High Commissioner 

On this _____ day of __________ , ,iL._ 
appeared Adrian Winkel, High Commissione·r of the Trust Territory 

of the Pacific Islands, known to me as the person whose name is 
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of the Pacific Islands, known to me as the person whose name is 

4 of 5 

• (i • 
subscribed to the within Confirmation ~ed and scknowledged that 

he executed the same for the purposes therein set forth as his free 

act and deed. 

aet~hand and 

______ day of ________ , 1~. - f 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I hereunto seal this 

Notary Public 

IN w·ITNESS WHEREOF, I, the Alien Property Custodian of the 

Trust Territory of the "Pacific Islands, have ·caused this Confirmation 

Deed to be made. 

GlVEN under my hand and official seal, this _______ day 

of _____ , 1~ f / 

Daniel J . High 
Alien Property Custodian 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

Northern Mariana Islands • , J-/ 
On this ____ day of ___________ , l~efore me 

appeared Daniel J. High, Alien Property Cu,stodian for the Trus t 

Territory of the ~lcific Islands , kno-wn to me as the person whose name 

is subscribed to the within Cornfirmation Deed and acknowledged that 

he executed the same for the purposes the.rein set forth as his free 

act and deed. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I hereunto set !DY hand and seal this 

_____ day of _______ , l" '/'. 

Notary Public 
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• • TRUST TERRITORY OF TBB PACIFIC ISLANDS 
Office ol the Hip Commtuloaer 

Salpan. Mariam Ialandll 

-
CONFIRMATION DEED 

. I.-
THIS CONFIRMATI'lst. DEED is issued this _L_ day of & <-~ 

1980, by the High Commissioner of the Trust Territory of the Pacific 

Islands and the Alien Property Custodian of the Trust Territory of the 

Pacific Islands, hereinafter jointly referred to a s the "GRANTORS", 

for purposes of ratifying, approving, and confirming the vesting of 

title to public lands in the Northern Mariana Islands in favor of the 

Resident Commissioner of the Government of the Northern Mariana Islands . 
of the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, pursuant to Secretary of 

the Interior Order No. 2989, hereinafter referred to as the "GRANTEE". 

WITNESSETH THAT: 

WHEREAS, Order No. 2989, issued by the United Statea Secretary of 

the Interior, on March 24, 1976, administratively separated the Mariana 

Islands District from the rest of the Trust Territory of the Pacific 

Islands and designated the separate govermnental entity as the 

Government of the Northern Mari ana Islands of the Trust Territory of 

·' 
the Pacific Islands with executive authority being vested in the Resident 

Commissioner; and 

WHEREAS, Part VII, Section 1, of Secretarial Order No. 2989, in 

pertinent part, re.ads as follows: 

"Title to public lands of the Trust Territory of the Pacific 

Islands which are situated in the Northern Mariana Islands 

and which are actively used by the Trust Territory Government 

is hereby transferred to and vested in the l!eaident 

Conunissioner subject to the continued use of such land by the 

Trust Territory Government 1mtil relocation of the capitol of 

the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, such use to he in 

accordance with the terms of agreements reached by the Reaident 
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accordance terms of agreements reached- by the Resident 

• • 
COlllllissioner and the High ec-tsatoner of the. Tr.uat Territory. 

All other public lands situated tn the Northern Mar:tana Islands 

title to which is now vested with the , Trust Territory f 
Government and which have not been transferred to the legal\.. 

entity created 6y the Mariana Islands District Legislature 

according to Secretary of Interior Order No. 2969 shall vest 

in the Resident Commissioner"; 

WBI;REAS, it appears from the above provision of Secretarial 

Order 2989 that title to all public lands, as defined in 67 TTC 1, 

tncluding all alien lands, as defined in 27 TTC 1, situated in the 

Northern Mariana Islan~s, was tntended to pass and vest, and did 

pass and vest, in the Resident C011111issioner, in his official 

capacity as chief executive of the Government of the Northern 

Mariana Islands as established by tbe said Secretarial Order; and 

WHEREAS, in accordance vith' Secretarial Order 2989, the 

Resident Coanissioner, in his official capacity, acted as the vested 

bolder of title to all publi.c and alien lands in the Northern 

'Mariana Islands, and thereafter 1D11de certain conveyances of title 

to public lands and certain grants of lesser interest,r the.reto as 

a result thereof; and 

'WHEREAS, cectain quest.ions and doubts have subNquently arisen 

as to the effectiveness of the general vesting of title to the said 

public and alien r:.nds effectuated by Secretarial Order 2989, and 

failed to name, list and adequately desert~ and identify the 

different parcels of public land• which, inl effect, were conveyed 

to the Resident Coulllta■ioner by virtue of the said Order; and 

WHEREAS, the High Comtissioner and Alien Property Custodian of 

the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islan.da, the l..tul title holders 

to the public and alien lands in the Northern llartana Islands, did 

not take any part in the transfer of title and conveyances of the 

said public lands which vested in the Resident COIIDissioner pur,ruant 

to the Order; and 

IIIIEREAS, the GavermNnt of the Nortbern Martana !sands under .,, 
the Resident ea.oiasioner, as established by Secretarial Order 2'189, 



tbe Red4ent Comdnioner, as eatabltelled f1f- Secretarial Order 29.89, 

2 of 5 

• • 
has since been succeeded by the GoYenment of the C--1.th of the 

Northern Mariana.tWands, establilllled by the Constitution of the 

Northern Mariana Islands, beginning January 9, 1978; and 

WHEREAS, pureuant to the Conatttution of the Northern Mariana 

Islands, all public lands situated in tlie Northern llarlana Islands, 

as of the effective date of the aa:td Conat:ttut:tan belong collect:tvely 

to the people of the Northern Mariana Islands who are of Northern 

Marianas descent; 

NOW, T11EREFORE, .:tn order to forever remove any doubt as to the . 
validity of the -vesting of title to public &l)d alien lands wade in 

favor of the Resident Coa,issioner of the Government of the Northern 

Mariana Islands pursuant to Secretarial Ordei:;, 2989, we, the lligh 

Commissioner and Alien Property Custodisn of the Trust Territory of 

the Pacific Islands, grautors herein, do hereby ratif y, approve, and 

confirm, the vesting of title to, public aud alien lauds in favor of 

the Resident Commissioner -made pursuant to Secretarial Order 2989, 

effective as of the 1st day of April, 1976, aud we further do by 

these present.I' hereby remise, release, clmvey, transfer, aud 

forever quitclaim, unto the Resident C.-1.asioner, his lawful 

successors and assigns, all tho.., public and alien lauds as descri)>ed 

below: 

All those lauds located aT>ove the ordinary high -ter 

.mark on .'ff:niau Island, Northern 'Mariana Islands (.formerly 
I 

Mariana Islands District), as delineated and repr....nted 

ou Rxbibit A hereto, sµch being a 1:2000 scale 

reproduction of the Ttnian Ialaud Cadastral 

Parcel Index, coaprised of fifty-four (54) sheets, and 

bounded as described iu Bzhtbit I hereto, such being a 

computer printout which eniaeratea and describes by -metes 

and boundll all public and alien land parcels 1teyed to the 

sheet nuaber of the Ttnian Island Cadaatral Parcel Index, 

containing au area of 9,581.33 hectares, 110re or less; and 

also, all easeaents and rtgbt11-of--y, both surveyed snd 

unsurveyed located on Tinisn Island. 

5 



unsurveyed locatedonT:lnianlsland • 

• • 
TO HAVE AND TO HOLD, all and· ringul.ar, the above-descrtbed 

real property, the rights, ti:tles, and tnterests thereto, with the 

tenements, hereditaments and appurtenanceB '1:lereunto belongtng or 

in any vise appertaining, and every part thereof, unto the Grantee, 

hi.s lawful successors and asS'igns, forever. 

Subject to the condition that all contracts, lease agrements, 

easements, permits, licenses and other forms of rights and obli:gations 

entered into by the Government of the Trust Territory of the Paciftc 

' Islands prior to April 1, 1976, and appl:tcable to the conveyed lands, 

shall remain in force and effect until their _natural or legal 

termination, unless otherwise agreed to in writing by the involved 

parties. 

tt'ta ,furtker the intention of the Grantors that all interests 

in real property which are hereafter determined to have been vested 

in the Grantors on · or before Ap'11 1, 1976, shall vest in the Grantee, 

or his lawful successors and assigns, and it is also the intention 

of the Grantors to convey hereby not only any present right, title 

or interest in the above described property, but also any, every, 

and all right, title, and interest after acquired by Grantors in and 

to the above 'described property. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I, in the name of the Government of the 

Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, baye caused this Confirmation 

Deed to be made. 
·' A 

GIVEN under my band and official seal, this f • day 

of ~✓- , 1980. 

ACKNOWLl!DGMENT 

Northern "Mariana Islands 

t:L~- J?db 
Adrian P. Wf:nkel 
High Commissione.r 

On this • ... , flf.-. day of , - .. - ...- ,,...... - 1980 before me 

appeared Adrian P. Winke.l, !Usb Coiab&toner of the Tcust Territory 

of the Pacif:l:c Islands, knavn to - as tlie person vhoae rume is 
l 



appeared Adr:tan P. Winkel, llil!h.~ec-iistoner o C t heTDJSt- Territory 

of the Pacific Is-lands, known to._ a1t tlie person vhoae rume 11t 

• • 
subscribed to the within Confu,utllm Deed and acknowledged that 

he executed the same for tlie purpeses ther!!in set forth as his free 

act and deed. 

IN WITNESS WIIEREOP, I hereunto &ect -my hand and seal this
;< _ ___:/_J_ day of }.,., ;,-1. ,._.-/---._ , 1980. 

(t iz~neiff1~~AL_~i· \L ~~ 
~ ~-.,:'."'~ !'' . : .', .. ~, .. ' r;:t_ ;: ; ,, .., 

~-....-

DI WITNESS WHEREOl', I, the Al:ten Property Custodian of the 

Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, have caused this Confirmation 

Deed to be made. 

GIVEN under my hand and official seal, this l .!J. 
of Alazi£ ~bt,C: , 1980. 

' 

Al:ten Property Cuatocuan 

, 109;,,.,.d .,,;, M___ d•y of 4,,&#k 
ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

)91Q.__ •t 'f , 20 AM/_.., Documont 

/IO '- 0 •• the Lond holstry, 

Northern Msriana ~slands 

Susµp•. S•ipan. . /) 

~~ 
On this __ 7 __ day of 7",,1,--t-~ , 1980 before -ae 

appeared Daniel J. High, Alien Property Custodian for the Trust 

Territory of the Pacific Islands, known to -ae ss the person vbose name 

is subscribed to the within Confirut:ton Deed and acknowledged that 

he executed the s,me for the purpoees tlierein set forth ss his free 

act !ind deed. 

IN WITNESS, WBEREOF, I heraunto ae.t -my hand and ae.a1 this 

--~7- day of b '?-e..-...-t''""---,-1980. 

OFFICIAL SF'\ l. 
DJZ~,-; tr.':, '. '.1 J. 'f rt·~ 

Co- ei""T!t-nr o· •-:., ; ,··r ~ . . '· • 1. ~ ~ 
N7 0:::11,:- 1,._• , .,. c jt1.!1$ r ·t tr-~ 

-~ ,, .. -">~ ,,9JJ_ 

)t: 1-::-~- .-/ t--,_l,_..,.__ 
otary 
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Marianas Public J,and Corporation 

P.O. Box 380 
s.,;pan, CM 96950 

October 21; 1980 

Mr. Kozo Yamada OCT. 2 2 1980 
Bureau of Resources 
Development. Services Department 
Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands 
Saipan, CM 96950 

Dear Mr. Yamada: 

RE: CONFIRMATION DEEDS FOR ROTA AND TINIAN 

Over the last few months, MPLC was informed by employees 
in the T.T. Lands Division that the confirmation deeds 
for Rota and Tinian have been in the process of completion, 
f or execution by the High Commissioner and the Attorney 
General, as Alien Property Cu~todian. Please advise us 
when will the deeds be executed and delivered to MPLC . 

Your kind assistance is greatly appreciated. 

JSDC/rd 

Very truly yours, 

Jose s. Dela Cruz 
Legal Counsel 

8th Floor, N1uru Building, Su1upe, Saip■n 
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Marianas Public J,and Corporation 
P.O. Box 380 

S.ipan, CM 96950 

October 21," 1980 

Mr . Ko zo Y arnada OCT, 2 2 1980 
Bureau of Resources 
Development . Services Department 
Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands 
Saipan, CM 96950 

Dear Mr. Yamada: 

RE : CONFIRMATION DEEDS FOR ROTA AND TINIAN 

Over the last few months, MPLC was informed by employees 
in the T.T. Lands Division that the confirmation deeds 
for Rota and Tinian have been in the process of completion, 
for execution by the High Commissioner and the Attorney 
General, as Alien Property Custodian. Please advise us 
when will the deeds be executed and delivered to MPLC. 

Your kind assistance is greatly appreciated. 

JSDC/rd 

Very truly yours, 

Jose S. Dela Cruz 
Legal Counsel 

Ith Floor, Nauru Building, Su1up1, Saipan 

• • 
• 

TRUST TERRITORY OF THE PACIFIC ISLANDS 
OFFICE OF THE HIGH CO MM ISSIONER . SAIPA N , MARIANA ISLANDS 96Q~O . 

. 

NOV. 2 1 1980 

Mr . Pedro A. Tenorio 
Executive Director 
Marianas Public Land Corporation 
P . O. Box 380 
Saipan , CM 96950 

Dear Mr. Tenorio: 

Enclosed please find~ confi rmation deed which transf~rs _ti tle of all 
publ ic and alien lands on Tinian to the Resident Commissione r of the 
Northern Mariana-Islands . To s upplement the deed , we have prepared 
Exhibit A (l: 2000 reproduction of the cadastral parcel index . . . 54 
map •sheets) and Exhibit B (public and alien lands description . . . 
computer printout), as attached . 

we expect t o transmit the deed for Rota Is land early next year upon 
completion of maps and de~crip tions . 

An acknowledging s tateme nt is provided below . Please sign and r eturn 
one copy for our records . 

ZZJdb 
Adrian P. Winke l 
High Commissioner 

Enc l osures : 
1 . con firmation deed (2 originals & 4 duPlicate originals) 
2 . Exhibit A (1 set original & 2 sets bl.J.le line copies ) 
3 . Exhibit !1 (l SPt. ori ;inul f, 2 sets duµ licalt.~ COfJiC S ) 

1 I, , , f•t,y l\ c k11.,M1 :~;o..: 1L~t~i1•t. vi 

l-'u l 1 1,· LiH1d coqmrucion . 

Red b!f 
~ -A . 7i1?or/a 

Name & Signature 
Gxec . 

Title 

cc: Lands & Surveys , D/NR, Office of the Governor, CNMI 

,, 



• • 
• 

TRUST TERRITORY OF THE PACIFIC ISLANDS 
OFFICE OF THE HIGH COMMISSIONER 

S AIPAN . MARIANA ISLANDS 96950 

C AIH. I; AnO MlS S 

MI C OI t 5,1,1t,,•"• . 
. 

. 

NOV. 2 i 1980 

Mr . Pedro A. Tenorio 
Executive Director 
Marianas Public Land Corporation 
P . O. Box 3B0 
Saipan, CM 96950 

Dear Mr. Tenorio: 

Enclosed please find a confirmation deed which transfe r s title of all 
public and alien lands on Tinian to the Resident Commissioner of the 
Northern Mariana I s lands. To supplement the deed , we have prepared 
Exhibit A (l:2000 reproduction of the cadastral parcel index .. . 54 
map •sheets ) and Exhibit B (public and alien lands description .. . 
computer printout) , as attached . 

we expect to transmit the deed for Rota Island early next year upon 
comple tion of maps and deticriptions. 

An acknowledging statement is provided below . Please sign and return 

one copy for our records. 

ZZJdo 
Adrian P. Winkel 
High Commissioner 

Enclosures : 
1. confirmation deed (2 originals & 4 duplicate originals) 
2 . Exhibit A ll se t original & 2 sets blJ.le line copies ) 4 

3. Exhibit ~ (l s<'t: o r i;i ncail f, 2 s• ts duplicate co1..1 i es ) 

l, 

Gxec. 
' Name & Signature 1'itle 

cc: Lands & Surveys, D/NR, Office of the Governor , CNMI 

,. 

TIUST THIITOIY OF THE PACIFIC ISLANDS 

TO 
THRU 

..,t, 
High Commissi~n&?~ l 

Attorney General ;pflc 

• 

FROM Acting Administrator, Dept. of Dev. Servicbs 

SUBJECT: Confirmation deed for Ttnian Island 

DATl: ll/5/80 
Serial; L20093 
File: 178,88.~ 

Attached are two originals and four duplicate originals of the 
subject deed. 

The deed format has been reviewed by the legal counsel of the 
Public Land Corporation on Oct. 29, 1980, and it follows the 
typical form used in the "confirmation deed" of Saipan Island 
which was executed on Aug. 9, 1979. 

Marianas 

It is requested..that the deed be reviewed as to legal form and 
if found acceptable that it be executed by the Alien Property 
Custodian and High Commiuioner on behalf of the Trua-t Territo 
Government. ry 

We have clipped the signature pages- for your convenience in 
considering the matter. 

Please return all copies of the executed deed to this Department 
for further action, 

~L~~ x,,p..,.aria 
Enclosure: a/ s 
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• • TRUST TERRITORY OF THE PACIFIC ISLANDS 
Office of the High Commissioner 

Saipan, Mariana Islands 

(I 
CONFIRMATION DEED 

.• r· }' 
THIS CONFIRMATION DEED is issued this _,,_' __ day of '• •· ' , . / · 

}980, by th~ High Commissioner of the Trust Tetritory of the Pacific 

Islands and the Alien Property Custodian of ' the Trust Territory of the 

Pacific Islands, hereinafter jointly referred to as the "GRANTORS", 

for' purposes of ratifying, approving, and confirming the vesting of 

title to public lands in the Northern Mariana Islands in favor of the 

Resident Commissioner of the Government of the Northern Mariana Islands 

of the Trust Territory of the P~cific Islands, pursuant to Secretary of 

the Interior Order No. 2989, hereinafter referred to as the "GRANTEE". 

WITNESSETH THAT: 

WHEREAS, Order No. 2989 , issued by the Uni t ed States Secretary of 

the Interior, on March 24, 1976, administratively separated the Mariana 

Islands District from the rest of the Trust Territory of th~ Pacific 

Islands and designated the separate governmental e ntity as the , 
r 

Government of the Northe rn Mariana Islands of the Trust Territory of 

.......... ...., .... 
CX>,... "'-

"'"' CX>r--CX> CD 
• 0 .... 

·' the Pacific Islands with executive authority being vested in the Resident 

Commissioner; and 

WHEREAS, Part VII, Sectio~ 1, of Secretarial Order No. 2989, in 

pertinent part, reads as follows: 

"Title to public lands of the Trust T~rritory of the Pacific 

Islands which are situated in the Northern Mariana Islands 

and which are actively used by the Trust Territof:...Government 

is hereby transferred to and vested in the Resident 

Cormnissioner subject to the continued use of such land by the 

Trust Territory Government until relocation of the capitol of 

the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, such use to be in 

accordance with the terms of agreements r eached by the Resident 

ORIGlNAI. 

[ 
• • ~ :, 

¾ • 



accor-dance with the terms· ofr-agreements reacne 
;Bro-en~ ~~-----

ORISlNAL 

• • 
Commissioner and the High Comm.issione.r of the Trust Territory. 

All other public lands situated in the Northern Mariana Islands 

title to which is now vested with the Trust Territory 

Government and which have not been transferred to the legal 

entity created by the Mariana Islands District Legislature 

according to Secretary of Interior Order No. 2969 shall vest 

in the Resident Commissioner"; 

WHEREAS, it appears from the above provision of Secretarial 

Order 2989 that title to all public lands, as defined in 67 TIC 1, 

including all alien lands, as defined in 27 ITC 1, situated in the 

Northern Mariana Islands, was intended to pass and vest, and did 

pass and ve~t, in the Resident Commissioner , in his official 

capacity as chief executive of the Government of the Northern 

Mariana Islands as established by the said Secretaria l Order; and 

WHEREAS, in accordance with Secretarial Order 2989, the 
• I' 

Resident Commissioner, in his official capacity, acted as the vested 

holder of title to all publi c and alien lands in the Northern 

Mariana Isli,nds, and thereafter made certain conveyances of title 

to public lands and certain grants of lesser interests thereto as 

a result thereof; and 

WHEREAS, certain questions and doubts have subsequently arisen 

as to the effectiveness of the general vesting of title to the said 

public and alien lands effectuated by ~ecretarial Order 2989, and 
·' 

failed to name, l;st and adequately describe and identify the 

different parcels of public lands which, in effect, were conveyed 

to the Resident Cilmmissioner by virtue of the said Order; and 

WHEREAS, the High Commissioner and Alien Property Custodian of 

the Trust Terril'.ory of the Pac ific Islands, the lawful title holders 

to the public and alien lands in the Northern Mariana Islands, did 

not take any part in the transfer of title and conveyances of the 

said public lands which vested in the Resident Commissioner pursuant 

to the Order; and 

WHEREAS, the Government of the Northern Mariana Islands under 

the Resident Commissioner, as established by Secretarial Order 2989, 

,... 



• • 
has since been succeeded by the Government of the Commonwealth of the 

Northern Mariana Islands, established by the Constitution of the 

Northern Mariana Islands, beginning January 9, 1978; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Constitution ,\..f the Northern Mariana 

Islands, all public lands situated in the Northern Mariana Islands, 

as of the effective date of the said Constitution belong collectively 

to the people of the Northern Mariana Islands who are of Northe rn 

Marianas descent; 

NbW, THEREFORE.- in orde r to forever remove any doubt as- to the 

validity of the vesting of t itle to public and alien lands made in 

favor of the Resident Conunissioner of the Government of the Northern 

Mariana Islands pursuant to .Secretarial Order 2989, we, the High 

Commissioner and Alien Prope rty Cu!\'todian of the Trust Territory of 

the Pacific Islands, grantors herein, do hereby ratify, approve, and 

confir m, the vestifg of title to public and alien lands in favor of 

' the Resident Commissione r made pursuant to Secretarial Order 2989, 

effective as of the 1st day of April, 1976, and we further do by 

these presents hereby remise, release, convey , transfer, and 

forever quitcla i.m, unto the Resident Commissioner, his lawful 

successors and assigns, all those public and alien lands as described 

below: 

All those lands located above the ordinary high water 
' 

mark on Tinian Island, Northern Mariana Islands (formerly , 
Mariana Islands District), as delineated and represented 

on Exbibi t A hereto, such being a l: 2000 scale 

reproduction of the Tinian Island Cadastral 

Parcel Index, comprised of fifty-four (5G) sheets, and 

bounded as described in Exhibit B hereto, such being a 

c'?mputer printout which enumerates and describes by met es 

and boupds all public and alien land parcels keyed to the 

sheet number of the Tinian Island Cadastral Parcel Index, 

con~aining an area of 9,581.JJ hectares, more or less; and 

also, all easements and rights-of-way, both surveyed and 

unsurveyed located on Tinian Island. 

3 of_,f 
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• • 
TO HAVE AND TO HOLD, all and singular, the above- described 

real property, the rights, titles, and interests thereto, with the 

tenements, hereditaments and appurtenances thereunto belonging or 

in any wise appertalning, and every part thereof, unto the Grantee, 

his lawful successors and assigns, forever. 

Subject to the condition that all contracts, lease ·agrements, 

easements, permit~, licenses and other forms of rights and obligations 

entered into by . the Government of the Trust Territory of the Pacific 

Islands prior to April l, 1976, and applicable to tl~~ed lands, 

shall remain in force and effect until their natural or )-egal 

termination, unless otherwise agreed to in writing by the involved 

parties. 

It is further the intention of the Granters that all interests 

in • real propercy which are hereafte.r determined to have been vested 

in the Grantors on or before April l, 1976, shall vest in the Grantee, 

or his lawful successors· and assigns, and it is also the intention 

of the Grantors to convey hereby not only any present right, titl'I, 

or interest in the above described property, but also any, every, 

and all right, title, and inte rest after acquired by Grantors in and 

to the above described property. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I , in the name of the Government of the 

Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, have caused this Confirmation 

Deed to be made. 

, a ✓,{ 
GIVEN under my hand and official seal, this __ i'f _____ day 

of /..,,--,,. ,..../...._, , 1980. 

~ 

u. -m& 
Adrian P. Winkel 
High Commissioner 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

Northern Mariana Islands 

On this ,''° ,• day of ), ; ;· 
--'----'--'---'---'-- 1980 before me 

appe~red Adrian P. Winkel , High Commissioner of the Trust Territory 

of the Pacific Islands, known to me as the person whose name is 

------



of the Pacific Islands , known to 1ne as the person whose name is 

• • 
subscribed to the with.in Confirmation Deed and acknowledged that 

he executed.,the same for the purposes therein set forth as his free 

act and deed . 

1N WITNESS WHEREOF, I hereunto set my hand and seal this 

day of i -·v· ' '• L, t•· , 1980. 

r-:~~~-~-~~~ 
1

1 

ru1. '. r::r ,. 1r• · , ·, , . ,. ;. 
I Cn':"·•-,. ., , ri · '':, ·'" ,: ·:

1 
- ~ ( ✓.-. / . 

~Public 

I. ..... L '· •. 
I ~• I •r. • ., t , 

' . _·, J., •' ~ ~ :,.: J. .-~ -~· 1: : ;-,.,\; 

I N WITNESS WHEREOF, I, the Alie_n Prope rty Custodian of the 

Trust ;rerritory of the 

Deed to be made. 

GIVEN under my hand and off icial seal, this ___t,_{4 
of t,.,' ½, 

1 
b, ~ , 1980 . 

• 1 

. • ACKNOWLEDG.MENT 

Northern Marian~ Islahds 

On this __:::;,.__ day of J -. ~-• • {. · 1980 before me 

day 

appeared Daniel J. High, Alie~ Property Custodian f or the Trust 

Territory of the Pacific Islands, known to me as the person whose name 

is subscribed to the within Confirmation Deed and acknowledged that 

he executed the same for the purposes therein set f orth as his free 

act and deed . 

IN WITNESS, ~EREOF, I hereunto set my hand and seal this 

7 day of k . ,i--~. 1980. 

~~~~ ... !~~~~j) 
(L'l'-DCi"I s. uroul. ,. .,; °' f i' l" ·> 

~\ C:•"·.•;:~~;,;;,~:t;;;·,::, ·, ,, ;; 
~~~-,.:.: 0~ 

1 

> 1,- :-.;-/J· .- L-... . 
, N ary Public 

~ 

.... 
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M~ ~mnu~\.a.1 r, ,i t•. • I'! 
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• • TRUST TERRITORY OF THE PACIFIC ISLANDS 
Office of the ijigh Commissioner 

Saipan, Mariana Islands 

-
CONFIRMATION DEED 

TRIS CONFIRMATION DEED is issued this ~ day of ) (,, ,. '' ~ '·' 

1980, by the · High COD111issioner of the Trust Territory of 'the Pacific 

Islands and the Alien Property Custodian of the Trust Territory of the 

Pacific Islands, hereinafter jointly referred to as the 
11

GRANTORS", 

for purposes of ratifying, approving, and confirming the vesting of 

title to public lands in the Northern Mariana Islands in favor of the 

Resident Commissioner of the Government of the Northern Mariana Islands 

' of the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, pursuant to Secretary of 

the Interior Order No . 2989, hereinafter referred to as the "GRANTEE". 

WITNESSETH THAT: 

WHEREAS, Order No. 2989, issued by the United States Secretary of 

the Interior, on March 24, 1976, administratively separated the Mariana 

Islands District from the rest of the Trust Territory of the Pacific 

Islands and designated the separate governmental entity as the 

Government of the Northern Mariana Islands of the Trust Territory of 

.... 

the Pacific Islands with executive authority being vested in the Resident 

Commissioner; and 

WHEREAS, Part VII, Section 1, of Secretarial Order No. 2989, in 

pertinent part, reads as follows: 

"Title to public lands of the Trust Territory of the Pacific 

Islands which are situated in the Northern Mariana Islands 

and which are actively used by the Trust Territory Government 

is hereby transferred to and vested in the Resident 

Commissioner subject to the continued use of such land by the 

Trust Territory Government until relocation of the capitol of 

the Tru.st Territory of the Pacific Islands, such use to be in 

accordance with the terlTls of agreements reached by the Resident 

DUPLICATE 
It. 

,.~-
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• • 
Conunissioner and t.he High Commissioner of the Trust Territory . 

All other public lands situated in the Northern Mariana Islands 

title to which is now vested with the Trust Territory 

Government and which have not been transferred to the legal 

entity created by the Mariana Islands District Legislature 

according to Secretary of Interior Orde r No. 2969 shall vest 

in the Resident Commissioner"; 

WHEREAS, it appears from the above provision of Secretarial 

Order 2989 that title to all public lands, as defined in 67 TTC 1, 

including all alien lands, as defined in 27 TTC 1, situated i ~ the 

Northern Mariana Islands, was intended to pass and vest, and did 

pass and vest, in the Resident Commissioner, in his official 

capacity as chief executive of the Government of the Northern 

¥ariana Islands as established by the said Secretarial Order; and 

~~EREAS, in accordance with Secretarial Order 2989, the 

Resident Comm\:asioner, in his o~ficia l capacity, acted as the vested 

holder of title to all public and alien lands in the Northern 

Mariana Islands, and thereafter made certain conveyances of title 

to public lands and certain grants of lesser inte rests thereto as 

a result thereof; and 

WH ERF.AS, certaf.n questions and doubts h~ve subsequently arisen 

as to the effectiveness of the general ve
1
sting of title to the said 

public and alien lands effectuated by Secretarial Order 2989, and 
·' 

failed to name, list and adequai:ely describe and idfntify the 

different parcels of public lands which, in effect, were conveyed 

to the Resident Commissioner by virtue of the said Order; and 

WHEREAS, the High Commissioner and Alien Property Custodian of 

the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, the lawful t~tle holders 

to the public and alien lands in the Northern Mariana Islands, did 

ot take any part in the transfer of title and conveyances of t~e 

said public lands which vested in the Resident Commi8Sioner pursuant 

to the Order; and 

WHEREAS, the Government of the Northern Mariana Islands under 

the Resident Cotmnissione r , as e stablished by Secretarial Or der 2989, 

2 of s 
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• • 
has since been succeeded by the Government of the Commonwealth of the 

Northern Mariana Islands, established by t:he Constitution of the 

Northern Mariana Islands, beginning January 9, 1978; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Constitution of the Northern Mariana 

Islands, all public lands situated in the Northern Mariana Isiands, 

as of the effective date of the said Constitution belong collectively 

to the people of the Northern Mariana Islands who are of Northern 

Marianas descent; 

NOW, THEREFORE, in order to forever remove any doubt as to the 

validity of the vesting of title to public and alien lands made in 

favor of the Resident Commissioner of the Government of the Northern ~ 

Mariana Islands pursuant to Secretarial Order 2989, we, the High 

Commissioner and Alien Property Custodian of the Trust Territory of 

the Pacific Islands, granters herein, do hereby ratify, approve, and 

confirm, the vesting of title to public"and alien lands in favor of 
I 

the Resident Commissioner made pursuant to Secretarial Order 2989, 

effective as of ~he 1st day of April, 1976, and we further do by 

these presents hereby remise, release, convey, transfer, and 

forever quitclaim, unto the Resident Commissioner, his lawful 

successors and assigns, all those public and alien lands as described 

below: 

All those lands located above ~he ordinary high water 

mark o~ Tinilln ' Island, Northern Mariana Island& (formerly 

Mariana Islands District), ag delineated and represented 

on llxhibit A hereto, ~uch being a l: 2000 scale 

rep'roduction of the Tinian Island Cadastral 

Parcel Index, comprised of fifty-four (54) sheets, and 

bounded as described in Exhibit B hereto, such being a 

computer printout which enumerates and describe~ by metes 

ana bounds all public and alien land parcels keyed to the 

sheet number of the Tinian Island Cadastral P~rcel Index, 

containing an area of 9, 581 . .33 hectares, more or less; and 

also, all easements and rights-of-way, both =rveyed and 

unsurveyed located on Tinian .Island. 



unsurveyed located on Tinian Island . 

• • 
TO HAVE AND TO HOLD, all and singular, the above-described 

real property, the rights, titles, and interests thereto, with the 

tenements, hereditaments and appurtenances thereunto belonging or 

in any wise appertaining, and every part thereof, unto the Grantee , 

his lawful successors and assigns, forever. 

Subject to the condition that all contract s , lease agreraents, 

easements, permits, licenses and other forms of rights and obligati\ns 

entered into by the Government of the Trust Territory-of the Pacific 

Islands prior to April 1, 1976, and applicable to the conveyed lands, , 
shall r emain in fo r ce and effect until their natural or legal 

t ennination, unless otherwise agreed to in. writing by t.he i nvolved 

parties. 

It is further the intention of the Grantors that all interests 

in real property which are hereafter determine<:I to have been vested 

in the Granters on or before Apfil 1, 1976, shall vest in the-Grantee, 

or bis lawful successors and assigns, and it is also the intention 

of th_e Grantors to convey hereby not only any present right°, title 

or interest in t~e above described property, but also any, every, 

and all right , title, and interest after acquired by Grantors in and 

to the above described property. 

lN WITNESS WHEREOF, I, in the name of the Government of the 

Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, have caused· t his Confirmation 

Deed to be made. 
o/~ 

GIVEN under my hand and official seal, this __ n ____ _ day 

of ~7ro--f~\ 1?80. 

~@LLJ 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

Northern Mariana Islands 

Adrian P. Winkel 
High Commissioner 

I • /S ; 
On this , · day of , " •" l ' · 

appeared Adrian P. Winkel, High Commissioner of the 

of the Pacific Islands, known t~111e as the person 

' 

t.. 



appea r ed Ad r i an P. W:tnkel , High Commiss :1:one r o f the Trust 

of the Pacif ic I slands , known to -me as the person whose 

• • 
• 

s ubscribed to the wi t hin Confirmation Deed and acknowledged that 

he executed the same for the' purposes therein set for t h as- his- free 

act and deed. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF , li.ereunto set my hand and seal this 

day of )l. •· i, • , 1980. 

P: 11( 1r\l.' '' ' 
f<f ,· ~ • ' ' ·;. fil
~~~~:>--,:,-A . ~ 

t·t -/ / . . L..,. 
~. rl ,. " ...... . ·~ • 
; "• ,/, ., ') 

, 1,-. -~, ,,S Y ,i 
--·- . ' , • ,A 

Notary Public 

~ IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I, the Alien Prope rty Custodian of the 

Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, have caused this Confirmation 

Deed to be made. 

GIVEN under my hand and official s eal, this Iv~ day· 

of AJ11,:1,w/v✓ , 1980. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENI 

Northern Mariana Islands , \ 
On this __J_ day of -"- ' -• ___ :;__ 1980 before me 

appeared Daniel J. High, Alien Property Custodian for the Trus-t 

Territory of the Pacific Islands, known to me as the person whose name 

is subscribed to the within Confirmation Deed and acknowledged that 

be executed the same for the purposes therein set forth as bis free 

act and deed. I' 
IN WITNESS, WHEREOF, I hereunto set my hand and seal this 

____ day of '·· /.. , 1980. 

\i,t!'f . f ,! t ~)~~~-~ : "'·~··' • ; 
(l,Z'-;' !" IIS.tlrJ ,,, l•'I • I 

.I c, ··· 1:.-,·~:r.-'~ ·~: ,1 • . ,' .. •1,~-;.; : 

~ 
1 . ••I 

1vr' ._r _.::::.} __ _. !J ." ti~ ...,...~ ~-rr .... ~-v-:;.;-

\ .,· . . -, ,._ ,·•• - 1 l• ,....J . . .. ,,. 

, _Jotary Public 
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,., -·• .. 
O iZ";"f II S. IH)·• \,·Jl,'1 I 

I G" •' ' '. ,:::~; J\.'~'. :~/' .. ,':' :, ~. :-.; •.· :· : 

~

' 1 - - •. · J· ~ f _..\ . ~] __ : 1J _a I_ 
...,...,.......----,, -. · .,-.,rv-, ... ... -.,.._...,....,,--.r 

' "' { ,·, - 1 •. -~-- .. 
( _Jotary Public 

a. 

• • TRUST TERRITORY OF THE PACIFIC JBLAMDS 
Office of tbe High CommlUioaer 

Sa1pan, Marlana Ialanda 

/ft°/o fetl 

~~ 
~ 

- \T,,/,n Is,k, 

~ 
1t· 
~ ~~ 
~ ~J 
J~ iP 
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CONFIRMATION DEED 

THIS CONFIRMATION DEED is issued this ___ day of _____ _ 

1980, by the High Commissioner of the Trust Territory of ' the Pacific 

Islands and the Alien Property Custodian of the Trust Territory of the 

Pacific Islands, hereinafter jointly referred to as the "GRANTORS", 

for purpo,es of ratifying, approving, and confitining the vesting of 

title to p~lic lands in the Northern Mariana Islands in favor of --the 

Resident Cmnmissioner of the Government of the Northern Mariana Island!t 

of the Trust Territory of the Pa7ific Islands, purs-uant to Secretary of 

t_he Interior Order No . 2989, hereinafter ref erred to as the "GRANTEE". 

WITNESSETH THAT : 

WHEREAS, Order No.. 2989, issued by the United States Secretary of t '-~ . 
~ ~~ 

t 
. the Interior, on March 24, 1976, administratively separated the Mariana 

~ I I 
~ ~ Islands District from the rest of the Trust Territory of the Pacific 

~ ~ Islands and designated the separate governmental entity as the 

j 

~) Government of the Northern Mariana Island& of the Trust Territory of 

!~ t~ the Pacific Islands with executive authority being vested in the Resident. 

I~ ~ COI11D1-ssioner; and 

~ I\ WHEREAS, Part VII, Section ;i, of Secretarial Order No. 2989, in 

~ ~ pertinent part, reads as follows: 

~ p "Title to public lands" of the Trust Territory of the Pacific 

~ () ~ 
~~ 
~ ""~ ~ c:, 

j"t l 
''i ~-~ 
~ 

, ca ·1 
-~ · . (V 

.i i:: • ~ 
~~ 
~~ ~ 

Islands which are situated in the Northern Mariana Islands 

and which are actively used by the Jrust Territory Government 

is hereby transferred to and vested in the Resident 

Commissioner, ~ - th& ceatinued use. of such land try the <:. 

Trust Terrlt~~l reiocet:ion of tbe .,.,,ttol of 

the Trutt"'rl!rrtt.,..,, of the PttcHic blauds, ltt.la. use to be tn 

accordance with the u=s of aareeinent!. .rea!'bed by the. Resf.daAt 
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j 

• • 
,,_. toner and tire lltgll cwtisioner of tn Trmlt--Uoq_. 

,, All other public lands situated in the Northern Mariana Islands 

title to which is now vested with the Trust Territory 

Government and wh.tch have not been transferred to the legal 

entity created by the Mariana Islands District Legislature 

according to Secretary of Interior Order No. 2969 shall vest 

in the Resident Comnissioner"; 

WHEREAS, it appe~rs from the above provis-ion of Secretarial 

Order 29~9 that title to all public lands, as definf in 67 TTC 1, 

including all alien lands, as defined in 27 TTC 1, situated in the 

Northern Mariana Islands, was intended to pa;.,. . and vest, and did 

pass and vest, in the Resident Commissioner, in his official 

capacity as chief executive of the Government of the Northern 

Mariana Islands as established by the said Secretarial Order; and 

'i WHEREAS, in accordance with Secretarial Order 2989, the 

Resident Commissioner, in his official capacit!, acted as the vested ___,,. 
holder of title to all public and alien lands in the Northern 

Mariana Islands, ,.an"d thereafter made certain conveyances of title 

to public lands and certain grants of lesser inte.rests thereto as 

a result thereof; and 

WHEREAS, certain questions and doubts have subsequently arisen 

as to the effectiveness of the general -vesting of title to the said 

' public and alien lands effectuated by Secretarial Order 2989, and 

failed to name, list and adequately describe and identify the 

different parcels of public lands wh.tch, in effect, were conveyed 

to the Resident Commissioner by virtue of the add Order; and 

WHEREAS, the Rigb Commissioner and Al.ten Property Custodian o f 

the Trust Territory of the Pacific tl.lands, the lawful title holders 

to the public and alien lands in the Northern Mariam, Islands, did 

not take any part in the transfer of title and conveyance:.of the 

said public lands which vested in the Resident Commissioner pursuant 

• to the Order; and 

WHEREAS, the Government of the Northern Mariana Islands under 

the Resident C011111issioner, as establ~ed by Secretarial Order 2989, 
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• ,~ ... ,.,J~ ........ 
Northern Mariana Islaods, 

• 
by the Govennent of the Cbmnomoealth of the 

established by the Constitution of the 

Northern Mariana Islands, beginning January 9, 1978; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Constitution of the Northern 'Mariana 

lslaods, all public lands situated in the Northern Mariana Islands, 

as of the effective date of the said Constitution belong collectively 

to the people of the Northern 11ariana Islands who are of Northern 

Marianas descent; 

NOW, THEREFORE, ' ill order to forever remove any doubt as to the 
. . 

valid:1:ty of the vesting of title to public and alien lands made in 

favor of the Resident Comm:tssioner of the Government of the Northern 

Mariana Islands pursuant to Secretarial Order 2989, we, the High 

COIIl!lissioner and Alien Property Custodian of the Trust Territory of 

the Pacif:l:c Islands, granters herein, do hereby ratify, approve, and 

; 
confirm, the -vesting of title to pub.lie aod alien lands in fs-vor of 

the Resident Commissioner made pursuant to Secretarial Order 2989, 

effective as of the 1st day of April, 1976, and we further do by 

these presents hereby remise, release, convey, transfer, and 

forever quitclaim, unto the Resident Commiaaioner, his lawful 

successors and assigns, all those public and alien lands as described 

below: 

All those lands located abave the ordinary high water 

-mark on Tinian Islaod, Northern Mariana Islands (formerly 

Mariana Islands District}, as delineated and represented 

on Exhibit A hereto, ~ch being a 1:2000 scale 

reproduction of the Tinian Island Cadaatral 

Parcel Index, comprised of fifty-four (54) sheets, and 

' bounded as described in !mi.bit B hereto, such being a 

computer printout which enumerates and describes by metes 

and bounds all public and alien land parcels keyed to the 

sheet number of the Tinian Island/ Cadastral Parcel Index, 
33 

containing an area of 9,581.@bectares, more or less; and 

also, all easements and rtghta-of-way, both 11t1rveyed and 

unsurveyed located on Tinian Island. 



unsurveyed located on Tinian lslaod . 

• • 
TO HAVE AND TO BOLD, all and singular, the above-described 

real property, the rights, titlea, aod intere~ts thereto, with the 

tenements, beredit~ts and appurtenaoces thereunto belonging or 

in any wise appertaining, and every· pert thereof, unto the Grantee, 

his ·lawful successors and assigns, forever. 

Subject to the condition that all contracts, lease agrements, 

easements, permits, licenses and other forms of rights aod obligations 

entered into by the Government of the Trust Territory of the Pacific 

Islands prior to April 1, 1976, and applicable to the couveyed lands, 

shall remain in force and effect until. thei~ natural or legal 

termination, unless otherwise agreed to in writing by the involved 

parties. 

It is further the intention of the Granters that all interests 

i:n real property which are hereafter determined to have been vested 

in the Granters on or before Apt;il 1, 1976, shall veat in the Grantee, 

or his lawful successor s and assign.a, and it is also the intention 

of the Grantors to. convey hereby not only any preaent right, title 

or interest in the above described property, but also any, every• 

0

and all right, title, and interest after acquired by Granters in and 

to the above described property. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I, in the name of the Government of the 

Trust Territory of the Pacific Islaods, have caused this Confirmation 

Deed to be made. 
·' 

GIVEN under -my hand and official seal, this ______ _ 

of ___________ , 1980. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

Northern Mariana Islaods 

Adriao P. Winkel 
High Commissioner 

day 

On this ____ day of __________ , 1980 before 11e 

appeared Adrian P. Winkel, High eo.dssioner of the Trust Territory 

of the Pacific Islaods, tnmm to - as the person whose name is 
I 
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- "el, lltgh- c-i88ioner of the Trust Territory appeareo -AdrianP :-\If.nil 

of the Pacific Islands, 1r:nOlm to - as the person whose name is 

• ., 
subscribed to the within Confl::rmatton Deed and acknowledged that 

he executed tbe same for the purposes therein set forth as his free 

I 
."•t-rd deed . ) 

~ IN WITNESS W11EREOP, r hereunto set my hand &11d seal this 

day of __________ , 1980. 

Notary Public 

i; WITNESS WHEREOF, I, the· Alien Property CU!rtodian of the 

T-ru Territory of the Pacific Islands, have caused this Confh:mation 

9eeQ ,to be made. 

~ GIVEN under my hand and official seal, this _____ _ 

& 

day 
of _________ ., 1980. 

Daniel J. High 
Alien Property CUstodian 

AC~ 

~t1ern Mariana Isl~ds 

C On this ___ d~y of ________ , 1980 before me 

appeared Daniel J. High, Alien Property custodian for the Trust 

Territory of the Pacific Islands, known to me as the person whose name 

is subscribed to the within Confirmation Deed and acknowledged that 

he executed the same for the purposes therein set forth as his free 

act"'lld deed. 

CzN WITNESS, WHEREOF, I hereunto set my hand and seal this 

____ day of , 1980 • 

• 

Notary Public 



Notary Public 

,1~ . fet~vl . s &(l, jo.,, \ 

:o/ i1 I~ -

• 
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10(30/go CONFIRMATION DEED 

TBI_S CONFIRMATION DEED is issued this --- day of ------

1980, by the High camnissioner of the Trust Territory of the Pacific 

Islands and the Alien Property custodian of the Trust Territory of the 

Pacific Islands, hereinafter jointly referred to as the "GRANTORS", 

for purposes of 

title § public 

ratifying, approving, and confirming the vesting of 

lands in the Northern Mariana Islands in favor of the .., 
Resident Commissioner of the Government of the Northern Mariana Islands 

of tbe Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, pursuant to Secretary of 

. / 
the Interior lrder No. 2989, hereinafter ref~ed to as the "GRIUll'EE". 

WI'mESSETII THAT : 

WHEREAS, order No . 2989, issued by the United State~ Secretary of 

the Interior, on March 24, 1976, adain~strative1y separated the -Mariana 

Islands District fran the rest of the Trust Territory of the Pacific 

Islands and designated the separate gov~ntal entity as the 

Government of ~e Northern Mariana Islands of the Trust Territory of 

the Pacific Islands with executive authority being vested in the Resident 

Conmdssioner; and 

WHEREAS, Part VII, Section l, of Secretarial Order No. 2989, in 

pertinent part, reads as follows: 

"Title to public lands of the Trust Territory of the Pacific 

lands which are situated in the Northern Mariana Islands 

and which are actively used by the Trust Territory Government 

hereby transferred to and vested in the Resident 

sioner subject to the continued use of such land by the 

Trust Territory Government~ relocation of the capitol of 

the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, such use to be in 

accordance with the terms of agreeaents reachbi by the Resident 

p._.,&4 "'; ti b~ a.I.I.ti -+- ~ +iu. f~ Cof::j 



accordance with- theterms of agreeaentsreaclied by Reslilen 

f&1e4 ,.,;11 b£ tJ.ih.l. ...P,- -+., -fiu.. f~ ~ 

• • 
has since been succeeded by the ~t of the a,n,,onwealth of the 

Northern Mariana Islands, estal>li■hed by the Constitution of the 

Northern Mariana Islands, beginning January 9, 1978; and 

WHEREAS, purusant to the Constitution of the Northern Mariana 

Islands, all public lands situated in the Northern Mariana Island■, 

as of the effective date of the said Constitution belong collectively 

to the people of the Northern Mariana Islands vho are of Northern 

Marianas descent; 

NOW, THEREFORE,in order to forever remove any doubt as to t.he 

validity of the vesting of title to public and alien lands -de in 

favor of the Resident COIIDissioner of the Government of the Northern 

Mariana Islands pursuant to Secretarial order 2989, we, the High 

Commissioner and Alien Property Custodian of the Trust Territory of 

the Pacific Islands, grantors 
0

herain, do hereby ratify, approve, and 

confirm, the vesting of title to public and alien lands in favor of 

the Resident canmissioner made pursuant to Secretarial order 2989, 

effective as of the 1st day <>f April, 1976, and we further do by 

these presents hereby remise, re.lease, convey, transfer, and 

forever quitclaim, unto the Re■14ent c..-luioner, hi• l&vful 

successors and assigns, all those public and alien lands as described • 
below: 

·' All those lands located above the ordinary high water 

mark on Tinian Island, Northern Mariana Islands (former10} 

Mariana Islands District), as delineated and represented 

on Exhibit A bere"to, such being a l:'.2000 scale 

reproduction of the Tinian Island cadastral 

Parcel Inda, comprised of fifty-four (S4) sheets, and 

bounded as described in Exhibit B hereto, such being a 

computer printout which en""8"ates and de■=ibes by -tes 

and bounds all public and alien land parcel• keyed to the 

sheet nlalber of the Ttnian Islands cadastral Parcel Index, 

containing an area ot{!,377.~bectarea, more or less1 . and 

also, all eu-ts and right.a-of-way, both surveyed and 

unsurveyed located on Tinian Islan;. 

I 



also, all eas-nts and riqhta-of-way, both surveyed and 

unsurveyed located on Tinian Islan;.' 

• • 
TO HAVE AND TO B:>ID, all and singular, the above-described 

real property, the rights, titles, and interests thereto, with the 

' tenements, hered.itaments ~and appurtenances thereunto beilnging or 

in any wise appertaining, and every part thereof, unto the Grantee, 

his lawful successors and aaaigns, fOrever. 

Subject to the condition that all contracts, lease agr-ts, 
,..., 

easements, perai.ts, licenses and other forms of rights and obligations 

entere!3 into by the Government of the Trust Territory of the Pacific 

Islands· prior to April 1, 1976, and applicable to the conveyed lands, 

shall remain in force and effect until their natural or legal 

termination, unless otherwise agreed to in writing by the involved 

parties. 

It is ·further the intention of the Grantors that all int_!!rests 

in real property which are hereafter determined to have been ve.sted 

in the Grantors on or before April 1, 1976, shall vest in the Grantee, 

or his lawful successors and assigns, and it is also the intention 

of the Grantors to convey hereby not only any present right, title 

or interest in the ~ des cribed property, but also any, every, 

and all right, title, and interest after acquired by Grantors in and 

to the above described property. 

IN WI'fflESS WIIEREOP, I, in the name of the Government of the 

Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, have caused this Confirmation 

Deed to be made:'\ 

GIVEN under my hand and official seal, this _______ day 

of ____________ , ,1980. 

~ 

Northern Mariana Islands 

Adrian P. Winkel 
High COlllldsaioner 

On this _____ day of __________ , 1980 before 111e 

appeared Adrian Winkel, High c:c.aisdoner of the Trust Territory 

of the Pacific I:alanda, known p, - •• the person whoee naae is 



I 

appeared ¥rian Winkel, High cc-isaioner of the Trust Territory 

of the Pacific Islands, known to - •• the person llhoae na,e is 

• I • 
subscribed to the vf:thin Confir:ution Deed and acknowledged that 

he executed the same for the purpoees therein set forth as his free 

act and deed. 

IN WI'l'IIESS IIHEREOF, I S) hereunto set my hand and seal this 

,y of _________ , 1980. 

Notary Public 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I, the Alien Property Custodian of the 

Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, have caused this cortfirmation 

Deed to be made • 

GIVEN under my hand and official seal, this _____ _ day 

of ________ _ 1980. 

Daniel J. High 

) 
Alien Property custodian 

ACr;NCMLEDGMEN'l' 

·' 
Northern Mariana Islands 

on this ___ day of ________ , 1980 before me 

. • f! 
appeared Daniel J . High, Alien Property custodian for the Trust 

Te=itory of the Pacific Islands, known to me as the person whose n...., 

is subscribed to the within Confiraation Deed and acknowledged that 

he executed the same for the purposes therein set forth as his free 

act and deed. 

IN WITNESS, WBEREOF, I hereunto set my hand and seal this 

day of __________ , 1980. 

Notary Public 



\ 

Notary Public 

• • TRUST TERRITORY OF THE PACIFIC ISLANDS 
I Office of the High Commissioner 

Salpan, Marlana Islands 

-
CONFIRMATION DEED 

T \N\A.~ 

~ 

';/ THIS CONFIRMATION DEED is issued this ___ day of _____ _ 

l'IIJ', by the High Commissioner of the Trust Territory of the Pacific 

Islands and the Alien Property Custodian of the Trust Territory of the 

Pacific Islands, ' hereinafter jointly referred to as t he "GRANTORS", 

for purposes of ratifying, approving, and confirming the vesting of 

title to public lands in the t.orthern Mariana Islands in favo r of the 

Resident Commissioner of the Covernment of the Northern ~.arihna Islands 

~f the Trust Territory of th.e
1
Pacific Islands, pursuant to Secretary of 

the .~terior Order No. 2989, hereinafter referred to as the "GRANTEE" . 

WITNESSETH THAT: 

WHEREAS, Order No. 2989, issued by the United State& Secretary of 

the Interior, on March 24, 1976, administratively separated the Mariana "'-.__ 

Islands District from the rest of the Trust Territory of the Pacific 

Islands and designated the separate governmental entity as the 

Government of the Northern Mariana Islands of the Trust Territory of 

·' 
the Pacific Islands with executive authority being vested in the Resident 

Commissioner; and 

WHEREAS, Part VII, Section l, of Secretarial Order No. 2989, in 

pertinent part, reads as follows: 

"Title to public lands of the Trust Territory of the Pacific 

Islands which are situated in the Northern Mariana Islands 

and which are actively used by the Trust Territory Government 

!s hereby transferred to and vested in the Resident 

Commissione~, subj.;-ct- to ~e co_!!tinued use of such land by tl:le 

Trust Terri~D'.,..Gove_pllll!'Jl_!' until relocat;Jon aLt.lwt uplt.Pl' of 

the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, such use to be in - -- -~ 
accordance ~'1th the terms of agreements reached ~y the Resident 
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• 

accordance ~'1th the terms of agreements reached 1:Y the Resident 

1 of 5 

• • 
~mmissioner and the High Commissi9ner of the Tru~TerritorY,, 

All other public lands situated in the Northern Mariana Islands 

' title to which is now vested with the Trust Terri tory 

Government and which have not been transferred to the legal 
( 

entity c reated by the Mariana Islands District U,gislature 

according to Secretary of Interior Order No. 2969 shall vest 

in the Res ident Commissioner"; 

WHEREAS, it appears. from the above provision of Secretarial 

Order 2.989 that title to all public lands, as defined in 67 TTC 1, 

including all alien lands, as defined in 27 TTC 1, situated in the 

Northern Mariana !slands, was intended to pass and vest, and did 

pass and vest , in the Residen t Commissioner, in his official 

capacity as chief executive of the Government of the Northern 

Mariana Islands as established by the said Secretarial Order; and 

"\ WHEREAS , in accordance wilh Secretarial Order No. 2989, the 

Resident Commissioner, in his official capacity, acted as the vested 

bolder of title to all public a nd alien lands in the Northern 

Mariana Islands, and thPreafter~made certain conveyances of title 

to public lands and certain grants of lesser intPrests thereto as 

a result thereof; and 

WHEREAS, certain questions and doubts have subsequently arisen 

' as to the effectiveness of the general vesting of title to the said 

public and alie~' lands effectuated by Secretarial c,,:'der 2989, and 

failed to name, list and adequately describe and identify the 

different parcels of public lands which, in effect, were ~onveyed 

to the Reddent Commissioner by virtue of the said Order; ·and 

WHEREAS, the High Commissioner and Alien Property Custodian of 

the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, the lawful titl~ holders 

to · the public and alien lands in the Northern Mariana Islands, did 

not take any part in the transfer of title and conveyances of the 

said public lands which vested in the Resident Co111tnissioner ~ursuant 

to the Order; and 

WHEREAS, the Government of the Northern Mariana Islands under 

the Resident Commissioner, as established by Secretarial Order 2989, 
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the Resident Commissioner, as establisheo"by1lecretar1a1"'Uraer"29 
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• • 
has since been succeeded by the Governm~nt of the Commonwealth of the 

Northern Mariana Islands, established by the Constitution of the 

Nort!iern Mariana Islands, beginning· January 9, 1978; and 

WHEREAS , pursuant to the Constitution of the Northern l'.ariana 

Islands, all public lands situated in the Northern l'.ariana Islands, 

as of the effective date of the said Constitution belong collectively 

to the people of the Northern ~.ariana Islands who are of Northern 

Maria~as descent; 

NOW, THEREFORE, in order to forever remove any doubt as to the 

validity of the vesting of title to public and alien lands made in 

favor of the Resident Commissioner of the Government of the Northern 

~.ariana Islands pursuant to Secretarial Order 2989, we, the High 

Commissioner and Alien Property Custodian of the Trust Territory of 

the Pacific Islands, gr an tors herein,, do hereby ratify , approve, and 

confirm, the vesting of titlerto public and alien lands in fsvor of 

the Resident C~issioner made pursuant to Secretarial Order 2989, 

effective as of the let day of April, 1976, and we further do by . 
these presents hereby remise, release, convey, transfer, and 

forever quitclaim, u;i'to the Resident Commissioner, his lawful 

successors and assignS, all those ~ublic and alien lands as described 

below: 

All those lands located above the ordinary high water 

r,~ tA\i 
mark ~n ~ Island, Northern !'lariana Islands (formerly 

~ -...,.;..~-~!16'-.M8D&, as delineated 

and reeresented on Exhibit A hereto, such being a 
2.aoa TiK1Ali 

l:@scale reproduction of the ~ Island. Cadastral 

t'.1f~ t ~olJ W' (S/r) 
Parcel Index, comprised of•'-' '••• E64~ sheets,_and 

bounded as described in Exhibit B hereto, such being a 

computer printout which enumerates and describes bf metes .. 
• and bounds all public and alien land parcels keyed° to the 

l l 'M.IA~ 
sheet number of the~ Island Cadastral Parcel lndex, 

containing an area of~ hf'ctares 1 more or less; and 

also·, all easements and rights-of-way, both surveyed and 
. "t'lKIAM 

unsurveyed located on i..4,pea Island. 

3 of 5 



.---------------.-xa:s-u___..-a~"""1~lil~-~ --a:-15·n-.;- ,--.. --..---,----
. ilHIAM 

unsurveyed located on ~ Island. 
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TO HAVE .AND TO HOLD, all and singu!ar, the above-described 

real propert~, the rights, titles, and interests thereto, with the 

tenements, hereditaments and appurtenances thereunto belonging or 

in any wise appertaining, and every part thereof, unto the Grantee, 

his lawful successors anl assigns, forever. 

Subject to the condition that all contracts , lease agree.-ments, 

easements, permits, licenses and other forms of rip.hts and obligations 

enter~d into by the Government of the Trust Territory of the Pacific 

Islands prior to April 1, 1976, and applicable to the conveyed lands, 

shall remain in force ~nd effect until their natural or legal ... 
termination, unless otherwise agreed to in writing by the involved 

parties. 

·rt is further the intention of the Granters that all interests 

in real property which are hereafter determined to have been vested 

in the Granters on or before ""ril 1, 1976, shall vest in the Grantee, 

or his lawful successors and assi.gns, and it 1s also the intention . 
of the Grantors to convey hereby not only any pre11ent right, title 

or interest in the qbove described property,..,, but also any, every, 

and all right, titl;, and interest after acquired by Grantors in and 

to the above described property. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, l, in the name of the Government of the 

Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, ' have caused this Confirmation 

Deed to be made:~ 

and ~bficial seal, th1s 

of ___________ , 1(9. 
GIVEN under my hand 

ACKNOWLEDGMEl>'T 

Northern 1'.ariana Islands 

Adrian P. Winkel 
High Conmissioner 

_O 

day 

On this ___ _ day of _________ , 1~, before me 

r , appeared Adrian~Winkel, High Commissioner of the Trust Territory 

of the Pacific Islands, known to me as t.hP person whose name is 
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• • 
subscribed to the within Confirmation D~ed and acknowledged that 

he executed the same for the purposes therein set forth as his free 

act and deed. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I hereunto set my hand and seal this 

______ day of ________ ,, l~ 

~ -
• 

. Notary Public 

IN WITh'ESS WHEREOF, I, the Alien Property Custodian of the 

Trust Territory of the Pacific lslands, have caused this Confirmation 

Deed to be made. 

GIVEN under my hand and £,f1cial seal, this _______ day 

of ________ , 1!@. 

Daniel J. High 
Alien Property Custodian 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

Northern Mariana Islands =: 
On this ____ day of ___________ , 19.7i before me 

appeared Daniel. J. High, Alien Property Custodian for the Trust 

Territory of the' Pacific Islands, knovn to ~e as the person whose name 

is subscribed to the within Cornfirmation Deed and acknowledged that 

he executed the same for the purposes therein set forth as his free 

act and deed. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I hereunto set my hand and seal this 

_____ day of _______ ,, l~. 

Notary Public 
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Public ~nd Corporation 
· P.O. Box 3~n 

Sllpon, CM 96,\ 
FEB.:.: 0 1880 

February 22 , 1980 

Office of Lands and Surveys 
Trust Territory of the Pacific 
Capitol liill 

Islands 

Saipan, CM 96950 

Attn: Chief, Lands and Surveys 

Dear Sir: 

I 

The Marianas Public Land Corporation would like to request your 
office for certified copies of all official Land Title Officer's 
(Marianas Distri'ct) determinations of ownership issued in favor 
of Presentacion Atalig (a/k/a Presentacion Atalig liattori), a 
resident of Rota. We would also like to have certified copies of 
all the attachments appended to each of the title determinations. 
The lands involved are all situated on Rota. 

The purpose of this request is for possible evidentiary use at a 
lawsuit presently pending between GNMI and Presentacion Atalig 
liattori, which is set for trial in April of this year. We, 
therefore, ask that you kindly furnish us with such docwnents, 
certifying that they are true and correct copies of the official 
land documents on file with your office. ,, 
Your kind assistance is greatly appreciated. 

Very truly yours, 

JoL~De:S~~ 
Legal Counsel 

JSDC/rd 

8th Floor, Nauru Building, Su1up11, S1lp1n 



Public Land Corporation 
P.O. Box J~n 

Saipan, CM 96~i 
FEB. 2 tl 1&80 

February 22, 1980 

C fic·e of Lands and Surveys 
st 'Territory of the Pacific 

pi tol Hill 
Islands 

ipan, CM 96950 

tn: Chief, Lands and Surveys 

ar Sir: 

ti would like to request your 
~e Marianas Public Land Corpora 1°nfficial Land Title Officer' s 
rfice for certified copies of al of ownership issued in favor 

· rianss District) detennination:e~tacion Atalig Hattori), a 
f Presentacion Atalig (a/k/a1Prelike to have certified copies of 
sident of Rota. We would a so ah f the title determinations. 
l the attachments appended to ea o 
elands involved are all situated on Rota. 

for ssible evidentiary use at a 
he purpose of this request is o:r and Presentacion Atalig 
awsuit presently pending ~eiw~e~n April of this year. We, 

~
ttori, which is set for r a rnish us with such documents, 
erefore' ask that you kindly fud rrect copies of the official 

fyi that they are true an co 
r:~~idoc:ents on file with your office. 

our kind assistance is greatly appreciated. 

Very truly yours, 

j c-.:.._ -L~~ 
Jose s. Dela Cruz - ---~ 
Legal Counsel 

SDC/rd 

8th Floor, Nauru Building , Su1uptt, S1lp1n 

October 17, 1979 
Serial, L 10856 
File, 170.88.2.l 

Mr. Pedro A. Tanorio 
Executive Director 

• 

---

Marianaa Public Lande Corporation 
Bai.pan, llarien.a Island• 96950 

Dear Mr. Tenorio, 

• 

Ae you are aw11re, the confirmation dead for Saip-,, I■land wu delivered to the ' 
Marianu Public Landa Corporation without the :'riginal !!lap■ and C10111puter printout. 

Listed ti.low and being h91\d carried by my wtaff for your acoeptanoe - aape .... . 
CCIIIPl&ter pri.11tout pertinent to the executed confizmation deed of SaiiNua' J■i..l, 
which wu forward.ed to your offico ~ the High CCINl\ieeioner letter datad A\19U,at ,-, 
1979. 

Saipan Haps, 

1. 

2. 

Cadastral Parcel Indexes (CPI), 36" x 43" final overlay ■ , 
1nylara, scale ls 2000 
CPI 32 1/2 .. x 43 11 or 36 11 x 43 11 workaheata, mylar■, acal• 
1:2000 ~ 

3. CPI, 36" x 43" workshoeta, blue lina print (Blp), acal• 
1:2000 

4. CPI, 18" x 23" (Exhibit A), in map binder, roproduction 
copies, tracinc:; papers, scale l 14000 

5. Olp of (4) 
6. CPI layout sheet, print, 36 .. x 43 11 scale ltJ0,000 

Saipan Public Land Calculation, 

l. computer printout , aparbound, original copy, (Exhibit U) 

64 sheata 

46 ehset■ 

59 sheet■ 

64 aheeta 
64 sheet■ 

l sheet 

l binda,: 

'l'Wo ( 2) sets (copies) of Exhibit and Exhibit U had already bean eubmitted to your 
offico. 
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Public Lands Corporation 
, Haruna Ialanda 96950 

• Tanorio1 

are &Wllre, the oonfil'IIIAtion deed for Saip.,i I■land wa■ delivered to the ' 
Public Lande Corporation without the ,'.'rigin&l map■ and COlllputer printout. 

below and being hand ~ried by my 11tatt for your aooaptance u. 11111'■ aaol 
printollt pertinent to the executed oonfiJ:mation cSaad of Saillu'.XalM!d, 
forvarded to your oftica by the High C<mlniaeioner letter dated Au;uat 9, 

Haps , 

1. Cadaatral Parcel Indaxee (CPI), 36" x 43" final averlaya, 
inylara, scale l, 2000 

2. CPI 32 1/2"' x 43 11 or 36 11 x 43" workaheeta, mylar■, acala 
l:2000 

3. CPI, 36" x 43" workahoeta, blue line print (Blp ), acala 
1,2000 

4. CPI, 18" x 23" (Exhibit A), in map binder, reproduction 
copies, tracin<J papen, scale 114000 

5 . Blp of (4) 
CPI layout shee t, print, 36" x 43 11 scale 1,30,000 

ublic Land Calculation, 

Computer printout, aperbound, original copy, (Exhibit ll) 

64 sheets 

46 sheet■ 

59 sheets 

64 sheata 
64 sheets 

l sheet 

l binder 

sets (copies) of Exhibit il and Exhibit D had already been au.bmittad to your 

--• • p ilg O 2 
OCtober 17, 1979 

Ori ginal inapa of tho 11orthe r n I s l ands wore f urni shod to Land CCllllliHion Office, CNNI. 
During hla l ast trip ; Mr. l\ure liano ocaaion, HQL, TTPI, requ■etad LCO that copia■ be 
made and furni s hed to your offico a t the ir oarlieat convenience. Additional cxiam.nt• 
and/or corrections pertaining to t ile Nor thern Ialande 111111>• ehould be referred to ua 
f or our act i on . 

An acknowl edging s t atement i s provided bolow. Pl eas e s i gn and return one copy for our 
record . 

Since r e ly yours , 

J<or:o Yainada 
Director, Bureou of nosourcoo 

Cncloaurea 

co, Marianas Land COllll\i asion 
Marianas Land Management 

I hereby acknowledge receipt of the above docpmenta aa listed for Marianaa Publi~ 
Landa Corporat ion. 

P£oll.o A .TE:1s1 D1u o 
Print Name 

~ uTt v.; D t.u!t:,<Y\.
l'itle 

., 

Date 
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ely_ yours, 

of Resources 
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USE AGREEMENT 

THIS USE AGREEMENT entered into this 30th day of December, 1976, 

between the Government of the Northern Mariana Islands (hereinafter 

referred to as NMG) and the Government of the Trust Territory of the 

Pacific Islands (hereinafter referred to as TTG). 

WHEREA_S, the NMG and TTG have entered into a certain Memorandum 

of Understa~ding No. 5, which said Memorandum provides for the 

establishment of a TT Capitol District on Saipan pursuant to the 

provisions of Secretarial Order 2989; and 

~~EREAS, the ITG requires the continuing use of certain land and 

facilities connected with its operations, which said land and facilities 

are located on Saipan outside of the boundaries of the hereinafter 

) 
designated Ca?itol District; and 

WHEREAS, the NMG is willing to grant to the TTG continuing rights 

of use in and to said areas for so long as the TTG has a need for 

major headquarters on Saipan, or until modified in writing by the 

parties; and 

WHERF.AS
1 

with respec t to communications, sites, the parties shall 

mutually agree as to_,appropriate lease terms for continued TIG 

utilization of such sites following headquarters removal, 

NOW , 1liEREFdRE, in consideration of the mutual covenants contained 

herein, ·the NHG and the TTG do hereby expressly agree ·as follows: · 

FIRST: The NHG hereby grants to the TTG the rights of use to 

all fac~lities, land and housing, except those housing units which 

!': 
'< 

are under the exclusive control and use of the NMG pursuant to the 

provision , of Memorandum No. 6, located within the area marked in "red" and 

!(.8{ . .1.. 
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• 
designated TTCD on the 'plat marked "Exhibit A"• a copy of •h ich is attached 

hereto and incorporated by reference. The area so designated shall be 

known as the TI Capitol District. Both parties he.eta expressly agree 

that the main ;oads and utilit y systems whic h run to and through the 

TT Capitol District shall not be included as part of, nor interpreted 

t o mean the TI Capitol District. 

Bo th parties he~eto agree that the TTG shall have exclusive 

jurisdiction within the TT Capitol District . 

The TTG agrees that it shall not permit the establishmen.t of commercial 

operations within th e TT Capitol Oistric .. t other than those commercial 

operations reasonably necessary for the ~erformance of its governmental. 

functions . 

SECOND: The NMG hereby gr ants to the TTG the right of use of facilities 

• 
and lands commonly referred to as the Lower Base area. tcaiman Transmitter and 

Kagman Receiver sites, which areas are marked in "red" on the maps designa.ted 

"Exhibit A11 and 11 Exhibit B11
, attached hereto and made a part hereof by 

reference. The parties agree the TTG shall have use of said land and 

facilities contained within the boundaries so de.signated on the exhibits, 

s uch use to be fully commensurate with the rights which the TTG presently 

has in said proper~y. 

Both parties agree that the Transportation Warehouse located in what 

is commonly ref~rred to as the Lower Base area, shall be made available 

for utilization by e~ther patlty under a joint Use Agreement to be effected 

between the parties at a future date. 

THIRD: The parties agree that TTG shall have the right to provide 

security for the areas designated in "red" on "Exhibit A" and "Exhibit 8
11

, 

concurrently with sim,ilar rights of the NHG i.n such areas. 

FOURTH: The parties agree that they shall have rights of ingress 

and egress to the areas des·1gnated as being under t'(e use of lTG, such 

righ t s to be in conformity with the use being made of each area . 

.,_ 



• 
FIFTH: The parties agree that any minimum wage law enacted presently 

or in the future oy the NMG shall apply within the TT Capitol District, and 

the other designated use areas, provided however, th~t such mini.mum wage 

laws shall not apply to employees of the Trust Territory Government. 

SIXTH: The parties hereto agree that this Use Agreement shall remain 

in full fot'ce and effect for as long as the TTG has a need to maintain a 

major headquarters on Saipan or until such tim.e as the parties he.reto 

cause the same to be modified in writing . Areas such as Kagman Transmitter 

and Receiver sites in which the TTG has a continuing J..M,erest, shall be 

the subject of furfher negotia tion between the parties at such t ime as 

this Use Agreement t ermina tes as a result of the major hea.Q_quarters 
\ 

facilities being r emoved from Saipan. Nothing contained i n this Agreement 

shall be construed to abridge the right of the TTG to said Transmitter 

and Receiver sites at such time as future negotiations are undertaken. 

1 T 15 SO AGREED. 

~ 0. ~ ~~~~~ 
Erwin D.· Canham Pete.r t T. Cole11an 
Resident Commissioner Acting High Commissioner 
Northern ~ariana Island Governmen< - Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands 

Date ku-t-. :JI 1,) 6 
L. 





nuST THIITOIY OF THE PACIFIC ISLANDS 

TO 

Thru 
High Commissioner 
Attorney General 

• 
OATS, August 7, 1979 

FROII Administrator, Department of Development Services 

SUB.IECT, Confirmation Deeds for Saipan and the "northern island•" 

Attached are two originals and four duplicate originals of the proposed 
deeds . 

By routing this iamorandum through the Office of the Attorney General, 
it is requested that the deeds be reviewed as to legal form, and if 
found acceptable that they be signed by the Attornay General aa Alien 
Property Custodian . • We request that the document then be forwarded to 
tbe High Commiseioner for execution on behalf of the Truat Territory 
Government. 

The format of the deeds have been reviewed and approved by the coun"l 
of the Marianas-Public Lande Corporation on June 14, 1979. And on July 
30, 1979, the Corporation counael advised Headquarters Diviaon of Landa 
to proceed on the execution of the confirmation deeds. 

Please return all copies of the executed deed~ to this Department for 
further action. 

~ .P c.9..,.:__. 
Lajs~s E. Salii 

Enclosur e : a/ s 
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mus'1.ERRITORY OF THE PAcrnc,LANDs 
Office of the High Commissioner 

Saipan, Marialla Islands 

-
CONFl.RMATION DEED 

f = .. 
. II 

0. 

c:t 14 
TilIS CONFIRMATION DEED is issued this_/ __ day of A1,,,. ,," + . 

of::V::::::- ' 1979, by the High Commissioner of the Trust Territory 

Islands and the Alien Property Custodian of the Trust Territory of the 

Pacific Islands, hereinafter jointly refe"rred to as the "GRANTORS", 

for purposes of ratifying, approving, and confinni"-g the vesting of 

title to public lands in the Northern Mariana Islands in favor of the 

Resident Commissioner of t he Government of the Northern Mariana Islands 

of the Trust Territory of the .Pacific Islands, pursuant to Secretary of 

the Interior Order No. 2989, hereinafter · referred to as the "GRANTEE". 

WITNESSETH THAT: 

WHEREAS, Order No. 2989, issued by the United States Secretary of 

the Interior, on March 24, 1976, administratively separated the Mariana 

Islands District from the rest of the Trust Territory of the Pacific 

Islands and designated the separate governmental entity as the .....__ 

Government of the Northern Mariana Islands of the Trust Territory of 

' the Pacific Islands with executive authority being vested in the 

Residellt Commis.~ioner; and 

WHEREAS, Part VII, Section 1, of Secretaria;l Order No. 2989, in 

pertinent part, reads as follows: 

"Title to public lands of the Trust Territory of the Pacific 

Islands which are situated in the Northern Mariana Islands 

and which are actively used by the Trust Territory Government 

is here by transferred to and vested in the Resident 

Commissioner subject to the continued use. of such land by the 

Trust Territory Government until relocation of the capitol of 

the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, such use to be in 

accordance with the terms of agreements r eached by the Resident 
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• • 
Commissioner and the High Commissioner of the Trust Territory. 

All other public lands situated in the Northern Mariana Islands 

title to which 1s now vested with the Trust Territory 

Government and which have not be.en transferred to the legal 

entity created by the Mariana Islands District Legislature 

according to Secretary of Interior Order No. 2969 shall vest 

in the Resident Commissioner"; and 

WHEREAS, it appears from the above provision of Secretarial 

Order 2989 that title fo all public lands, as defined in 67 TTC 1, 

including all alien lands, aa de,Uned in 27 TTC 1, situated in the 

Northern Mariana Islands, was intended to pass and vest, and did 

pass and vest, in the Resid.,;,t Commissioner, in his official 

capacity as chief executive of the· Government of the Northe.rn 

Mariana Islands as established by the said Secretarial Order; and 

WHEREAS, in accordance with Secretarial Order No. 2989, the . 
Resident Commissioner, in his official capacity, acted as the vested 

holder of title to all public and alien lands in the Northern 

Mariana Islands, and thereafter made certain conveyances of title 

to public lands and certain grants of luaer interests thereto as 

'\ result thereof; and 

WHEREAS, certain questions and doubts have subae,tly arisen 

as to the effectiveness of the genera} vesting of title to the said 

public and alien lands effectuated by Secretar.ial Order 2989, and 
·' 

failed to name, list and adequately describe and identify the 

different parcels of public lands which, in e.ffect, were conveyed 

to the Resident Commissioner by virtue of the said Order; and 

WHEREAS, the High Commissioner and Alien Property Custodian of 

the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, the lawful title holders 

to the public and alien lands in the Northern Mariana Islands, did 

not take any part in the transfer of title and conveyances of the 

said public lands which vested in the Resident Commissioner pursuant 

to the Order; and ~ 
WHEREAS, the Government of the Northern Mariana Isl ds under 

the Resident Co1J1111issioner, as established by Secretarial O er 2989, 
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9. The Island of Anatahan, containing 31.440 sq. km; 

10. The Island of Farallon de Medinills, containing 

0.844 sq. km; and 

11. The Island of Aguijan (including Naftan Rock), 

containing 7.13Cl sq. km. 

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD, all and singular, the above-described 

real property, the rights, titles, and inte.rests theretg, with the 

tenements, hereditaments and appurtenances thereunto belonging or 

1n any wise appertaining, and every part thereof, unto the Grantee, 

his lawful successors and assigns, forever. 

Subject to the condition that all contracts, lease agreements, 

~ 

easements, permits, licenses and other forms of rights and obligations 

entered into by the Government o~ the Trust Te~ritory of the Pacific 

Islands prior to April l, 1976, and applicable to the conveyed lands, 

shall re1J1ain in force and effect until their natural or legal 

termination, unless otherwise agreed to in writing by the involved 

parties. 

m WITNESS I/HEREOF, I, in t he name of the Government of the 

Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, have caused this Confirmation 

Deed to be made. 

of 
~hand 

Northern Mariana Islands 

On this L- 'j_ 

and official seal, this fff day 

, 1979. 

~/dJ!! 
Adrian P. Winkel 
High C011111issioner 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

day of ~ , 1979, before me 

· appeared Adrian Winkel, High Commissioner of the Trust Territory 

of the Pacific Islands, known to me as the person whose name is 

subscribed to the within Confirmation Deed end acknowledged that 

he executed the same for the purposes therein set forth as bis free 

act end deed. J 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, 

"'2...e-( day of 
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• 
I hereunto set my hand and seal this 

~1979. 

OFT w: •.:. s~ \I . 

Go,~~nf:,,.:.t::: ' . :·, u,/''"' 
~ ✓ uc:Lc 

NaeyPubJ-1.C 

. ~dl'Y~. --.:_·· llt~ ,, _ _,_ ._::-..; · r · .. -

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I, the Alien Property Custodian of the 

Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, have caused this Confirmation 

Deed . to be made • 

. , A:~:::1~ hand and official seal, this 
g_7t"' day 

, 1979. r - . 
. ' 

. JM;: -JJ.J 
,h_J ~ 

~ __,...,...... 
Daniel J . llig· ~ 
Alien Property Custodian 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

Noithern Mariana Islands 

On this ~ day of ~ ,1 
, 1979, before me 

appeared Daniel J. lligh, Alien Property Custodian for the Trust 

Territory of the Pacific Islands, known to me as the person whose name 

is subscribed to the within Cornfirmation Deed and acknowledged that 

he executed the same for the purposes therein set forth as his free 

act and dee9. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I hereunto . . set my hand and seal this 

~l day of 

• 

oi~, 1979. 

~ k c&-r. 
uryPublli 
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• • TRUST TERRITORY OF TIIE PACIFIC ISLANDS 
Office of the High CommiBaioner 

Saipan, Marlana Islands 

-
CONFIRMATION DEED 

th 
· THIS CONFIRMATION DEED is issued thl s <:J.._ day of ~ . I. _ . 

197?, by the High Couunissioner of the Trust Te~ritory of 

Islands and the Alien Property Custodian . of the Trust Territory of the 

Pacific Islands, hereinafter j ointly referred to as the "GRANTORS", 

for purposes of ratifying, approving, and confirming the vesting of 

title to public lands ln the tlorth_e.:n Marlana Islands ln favor of the 

Resident Commissioner of the Government of the Northern l'.ariana Islands 

of the Trust Territory of th~ Pacific Islands, pursuant to Secretary of 

the Interior Order No. 2989, hereinafter referred to as the "GRANTEE". 

WITNESSETH THAT: 

WHEREAS, Order No. 2989, issued by the United Stateo Secretary of 

the Interior, on March 24, 1976, administratively separated the Mariana 

Islands District from the rest of the Trust Territory of the Pacific 

Islands and designated the separate governmental entity ae the 
f 

Government of the Northern Mariana Islands of the Trust Territory of 

~ 

the Pacific Islands with executive authority being vested in the Resident 

Commissioner; and \. 

WHEREAS, Part VII, Section l, of Secretarial Order No. 2989, in 

pertinent part, reads as follows: 

"Title to public lands of the Trust Territory of the Pacific 

Islands which are situated in the Northern Mariana Islands 

and "hich are actively used by the Trust Territory Government 

ls hereby transferred to and vested in the Resident 

Commissioner subject to the continued use of such land by the 

Trust Territory Government until relocation of the capitol of 

the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, such use to be in 

accordance ,dth th!' terms of agreements reached by the Resident 

\ 
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accordance with tJ¥ t erms of" agreements reached- by the Reiiderit 
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• 
Commissioner and the High Collllllissioner of the Trust Territory. 

All other public lands situated in tht' Northern Mari ana Islands 

_title to which is now vested vith the Trust Territory 

Government and vhich have not been transferred to the legal 

entity created by the Mariana Islands District Legislature 

according to .Secretary of Interior Order No. 2969 shall vest 

in the Resident Commissioner"; 

WHEREAS, it appears from the above provision of Secretarial 
I 

Order- 2989 that tit~e to all public lands, as defined in 67 TTC 1, 

including all alien lands, as defined in .27 TTC l, situated in the 

Northern Mariana Islands, vas intended to pass and vest, and did 

pass and vest, in the Resident Commissioner, in his official 

capacity as chief executive of the .Gove~ent of the Northern 

'ly,':lana Islands as established by the said Secretarial Order; and 

WHEREAS, in accordance ,;1th Secretarial Order No. 2989, the 

Resident Commissioner, in his official capacity, acted as the vested 

holder of title to all public and alien landa in the Korthern 

Mariana Islands. and thpreafter made certain convey~ es of title 

to public lands and certain grants of lesse.r intflrests thereto as 

a result thereof; and 

WHEREAS, certain questions and doubts have subsequently arisen 

as to the effectiveness of the general •vesting of title to the said 

public and alien lands effectuated by Secr€ttlial Order 2989, and 

failed to name, list and adequately describe and identify the 

different parcels of public lands which, in effect , were conveyed 

to the Resident Commissioner by virtue of the said Order;.. and 

WHEREAS, the High Commissioner and Alien Property Custodian of 

the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, the lawful ti tie holders 

to _ the public and alien lands in the Northern Mariana Islands, did 

not take any part in the transfer of title and conveyances of the 

' said public lands which vested -in the Resident Commissioner pursuant 

to the Order; and 

WHEREAS, the Government of the Northern Mariana Islands under 

the Resident Commissioner, as established by Secretarial Orde,r 2989, 
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has since been succeeded by the Government of the Commonwealth of the 

Northern Mariana Islands, established by the Constitution of the 

Northern Mariana Ia lands, beginning January 9, 1978; and 

·, 
WHEREAS, pursuant to the Constitution of the Northern 1'.ariana 

Islands, all public lands situated in the Northern 1'.ariana Islands, 

as of the effective date of the said Constitution belong collectively 

to the people of the Northern Mariana Islands who are of 

Marianas descent; 

NOW, THEREFORE, in order to forever remove any doubt as to the 

validity of the vesting of title to public and alien lands made in 

favor &f the Resident Commissioner of the Governcent of the Northern 

Mariana Islands pursuant to Secntarial Order 2989, we, the High 

Commissioner and Alien Property Custodian of the Trust Territory of 

the Pacific Islands, grantors herein, do hereby ratify, approve, and 

confirm, the vesti.ng of title , to public and alien lands in favor of 

the Resident Conunissioner made · pursuant to Secretarial 01der 2989, 

effective as of the 1st day of April, 1976, and we further do by 

these presents hereby remise, release, convey, transfer, and 

forever quitclaim, unto the Resident Commissioner, his lawful 

successors and assigns, all those public and alien lands as described 

below: 

All those lands located above ' the ordinary high water 

mark oh Saipan Island, Northern Mariana Islands (form,frly 

Mariana Islands District), including Managaha Island, 

Islets Maigo Luau and Islets Maigo Fahang, as delineated 

and represented on Exhibit A hereto, such being a 

1:4000 scale reproduction of the Saipan Island Cadastral 

Parcel Index, comprised of sixty-four (64) sheets, and 

bounded as described in Exhibit B hereto, such being a 

computer' printout which enumerates and describes by metes 

and bounds all public and alien land parcels keyed to the 

sheet number of the Saipan !■land Cadastral Parcel Index, 

i 
containing an area of 7141.32 hPctares, more or le,s; and 

also, all easements and rights-of-way, both surveyed and 

unsurveyed located on Saipan Island. 
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also, all easements and rights-of-way, both surveyed and 

unsurveyed located on Saipan Island. 
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• • 
TO HAVE AND TO HOLD, all and singular, the above-described 

real property, the rights, titles, and interests thereto, with the 

tenements, hereditaments and appurtenances thereunto belonging or 

in any wise appertaining, and~ery part thereof, unto -the Grantee, 

his lawful successors and assigns, forever. 

.. 

Subject to the condition,hat a11 contracts, lease agreements, 

easements, permits, licenses and other forms of rights and obl~gat:fons 

entet'ed into by the Government of the Trust Territory of the Pacific 

Islands prior to April 1, 1976, and applicable to t he conveyed lands, 

shall remain in force and effect until their natural or lega l 

termination, unless otherwise agreed to in i:riting by the involved 

parties. 

It is further the intention- of tlle Grantors that all interests 

in real property which are hereafter de~ermined to have been vested 

' in the Grantors on or before Aprill, 1976, shall vest in the Grantee, 

or his lawful successors and assigns, and it 1s also the intention 

of the Granters to convey hereby not only any pre&ent right, title 

or interest in the above described property. but also any, every, 
✓ 

and all right, title, and interest after acquired by Gran tors 1n and 

to the above described property. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I, in the name of the Government of the 

Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, have caused this Confirmation 

Deed to be made. 

and official seal, this f$ day 

of ~ ,1979. 

Northe l"..ariana Islands 

~?u~ 
ACl<NOl.'LEDGMENT 

Adrian P. Winkel 
High Commissioner 

On \this L Cf day of ~&-,.-,-1 , 1979, before me 

appeared Adrian Winkel, High Commissioner of the Trust Territory 

of the Pacific Islands, known to me as the person whose name is 
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of the Pacific IslllDda, known to me as the person whose name. is 
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subscribed to the within Confirmation Deed and acknowledged that 

he e.xecuted the same for the purposes therein set forth as his free 

act and deed . 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I hereunto set my hand and seal this 

L--1 day of ~ , 1979. 

OFFICIAL SEAL---., 
UllAICTH $. UOUI. NOJAR'f' PU!311C ·; 

Go'lt1nmtnt ol ll•t ffo1'1-:·" f.hrh•.• l':l.1nds , 
,.,, tOlflm. :, 11:1 t ' PIICS en !ti: ;, 

1 
i: 

)..,,,,,, .. -~2-·--~~ 
~~-/V\~ 

ot r-~lie 

"'-,.. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I, the Alien Property Custodian of the 

Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, have caused this Confirmation 

Deed to be made. t~ 
and official seal, this U · day 

of n c.1 ,'11t c., · t . 1919. r 

\ .. 

JJ~ -~ 
Daniel J. Ri0_..1 . 
Alien Property Custodian 

\. ' ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

Northern Mariana Islands 

On this .....:::1..__:z day of ~ 1979, before me 

appeared Daniel J. High, Alien Property, Custodian for the Trust 

Territory of t~f Pacific Islands, known to me as the person whose name 

is subscribed to the within Cornfirmati~n Deed and acknowledged that 

he executed the same for the purposes therein set forth as his free 

act and deed. 

IN WITNESS \IHEREOF, I hereunto set my hand and seal this 

""'2. ~ day of 4~,v,-,--f, 1979. 
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TRU~,L .... ORY OF THE PACIFIC ~NDS oore ~ the High Commissioner 
Saipan, Marlana Islands 

" 

-
i /,L, 

~~- P--1 
~~4-~~ 11-c. 

CONFIRMATION DEED 

TIIIS CONFIRMATION DEED is issued this ___ day of _____ _ 

'..t 
1979, by the High Commissioner of the Trust Territocy of the Pacific 

Islands and the Alien Property Cus todian of the Trus t Territory of the 

Pacific Islands, hereinafter jointly referred to as the "GRANTORS", 

for purposes of ratifying, approving, and confirming the vesting of . 

title to public lands in the Northern Mariana Islands in fav~ of the 

Residel)t Commissioner of the Government of the Northern Mariana Islands 

of the Trust Terr_itory of the Pacific Islands, pursuant to Secretary of 

the Interior Order No. 2989, hereinafter referred to as the "GRANTEE". 
f 

WITNESSETH THAT: 

WHEREAS, Order No. 2989, issued by the United States Secretary of 

the Interior, on March 24, 1976, administratively separated the Mariana 

Islands District from the rest of the Trust Territory of the Pacific 

' 
Islands and deS'ignated the separate governmental entity as the 

Government of the Northern Mariana Islands of the Trust Territory of 

the Pacific Islands with executive authqrity being vested in the 

Resident Commis~oner; and 

WHEREAS, Part VII, Section 1, of Secretarial Order No. 2989 , in 

pertinent part, reads as follows: 

"Title t o public lands of the Trust Territory of the Pacific 

Islands which are situated in the Northern Mariana Islands 

and which are actively used by t he Trust Territory Government 

is he r e by transferred to and vested in the Resident 

• Commissioner. subject to t he continued use of such land by the 

Trust Territory Gove rnment until r e location of the capitol of 

the Trus t Territ?ry of the Pacilic Islands, such use to be in 

accordance with t he terms of agre ement s reached by the Resident 
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• • 
Commissioner and the High Commissioner of the Trust Territory. 

All other public lands situated in the Northern Mariana Islands 

title to which is now vested with the Trust Territory 

Government and which have not been transferred to the leg~ 

entity created by the Mariana Islands District Legislature 

according to Secretary of Interior Order No . 2969 shall vest 

in ·the Resident Commissioner"; and 

WHEREAS, it appears from the above provision of Secretarial 

Order -2989 that title to all public lands, as d~fined in 67 TIC 1, 

including all alien lands, as defined in 27 TTC 1, situate~ in the 

Northern Mariana Islands, was intended to Pass Jnd vest, and did 

pass and vest, in the Resident Commissioner,. in his official 

capacity as chief executive of the Government of the Northern 

Har:La~a Islands as established by the said Secretarial Order; and 

WHEREAS, in· accordance with Secretarial Order No. 2989, the 
I ~ - ............. 

Resident Commissioner, in his official capacity, acted as the vested 

holder of title to all public and alien lands i n the Northern 

Mariana Islands, and thereafter made certain conveyances of title 

to public lands and certain grants of lesser interests thereto as 

a result thereof; aod 

WHEREAS, certain questions and doubts have subsequently arisen 

as to the effectiveness of the general vesting of title to the said 

' public and alien lands effectuated by Secretarial Order 2989, and 

failed to name, \1st and adequately de_scribe and identify the 

different parcels of public lands which, in effect, were conveyed 

to the Resident Commissioner 6y virtue of the said Order; and 

WHEREAS, the High Commissioner and Alien Property Custodian of 

the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, the lawful title holders 

to the public and alien lands 1n the Northern Mariana Islands, did 

not take any part in the transfer of title and conveyances of the 

said public lands which vested in the Resident Commissioner pursuant 

to the Order; and 

•'llEREAS, the Government of the Northern Mariana Islands under 

the Resident Commissioner, as established by Secretarial Order 2989, 
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has since been succeeded by the CovernmP.nt of thP. Commonwealth of the 

Northern Mariana I1land1, eetabliahed by the Conatitution of the 

Northern Mariana Islands, beginning January 9, 1978; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Conatitution of the Northern Mariana 

Islands, all public landa situated in the Northern Mariana Islands, 

as of the effective date of the ■aid Constitution belong collectively 

to the people of the Northern Mariana Ialanda who are of Northern 

Marianas descent; 

!lOW, THEREFORE, in order to forever remove any doubt as to the 

validity of the vesting of title to public and alien lands J118de in 
I 

favor of the Resident Commissioner of the Government of the Northern 

Mariana Islands pursuant to Secretarial Order 2989, we, t!ie High 

Commissioner and Alien Property Custodian of the Truat Territory of 

the Pacific Islands, grantora herein, do hereby ratify, approve, and 

confirm, the vesting of title to public and alien lands in favor of 

the Resident Coimnisaioner mad~ pursuant to Secretarial Order 2989, 

effective .aa or' the 1st day of April, 1976, and we further do by 

these presents hereby remise, release, convey, transfer, and 

forever quitclaim, unto the Resident Coimniasioner, his lawful 

succ~ssora and assigns, al~ those public and alien lands as described 

below: 

All those lands located above the ordinary high water 

mark on the following islands located in the Northern 

Mari~na Islands (fonierly ),\ariana Islands District): 

1. The Island of Farallon de Pajaroa (Uracua), containing 

2.564 sq. km; \ 

2. The Island of Maug (consisting of three (3) islands), 

containing 2.147 sq. km; 

3. The Ialand of Asuncion, containing 7.340 aq. km; 

4. The Island of Agdhan, containing 43.504 aq. Ian; 

5. The laland of Paga, containing 47 .638 sq. Ian; 

6. The la land of Alaaagan, containing 11. 569 sq. km; 

7. The Island of Cuguan, containing 3.872 sq. km; 

8. The Ialand of Ssriguan, containing 4.975 eq. km; 
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· 9. The Island of Anatahan, containing 31. 440 sq. km; 

10. The Island of Farallon de ' Medinilla, containing 

0.844 sq. kn; and 

11. The Ialand of Aguijan (including Naftan Rock), 

containing 7 .130 •q. 11111. 

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD, all and aingular, the above-described 

real property, the rights, titles, and interests thereto, with the 

tenements, hereditamenta and appurtenances thereunto belonging or 

in any wise appertaining, a11d every part thereof, unto the Grantee, 

his lawful successors and assigns, forever. 

Subject to the condition that all contracts, lease ag,cee-,it•, 

easements, permits, licensee and other forms of rights and obligations 

entered into by the Government of the Trust Territory of the Pacific 

Islands prior to April 1, 1976, and applicable to the conveyed lands, 

shall remain in ·force and effect until their natural or legal 

termination, unless otherwi.ao! agreed to in writing by the involved 

parties. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I, in the name of the Government of the 

Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, have caused thia Confirmation 

Deed to ~de. 

GIVEN under my hand and official seal, this day 

of , 1979. 

·' 

Adrian P . Winkel 
High Coaaiaaioner 

ACKNCM.EDCKENT 

Northern Mariana Islands 

On this _____ day of __________ , 1979, before me 

appeared Adrian Winkel, High Coaiuionar of the Trust Territory 

of the Pacific Islands, known to - ltll the person whose name is 

subscribed to the vithill Confi.-ation Deed and acknowledged that 

he executed the a.-e for the purpoH• therein set forth as hia free 

act and deed. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I hereunto set my hand) and seal this 

______ day of _______ , 1979. 

Notary Public . 

IN !<1TNESS WHEREOF, I, the Alien Property Custodian of the 

Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, have caused this Confirmation 

Deed to be made. 

GIVEN under my hand and official seal, this _______ day 

of--'---------• 1979. 

J. 
Daniel J . High 
Alien Property Custodian 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

Notthern Mariana Islands 

On this ____ day of --'----------• 1979, before me 

appeared Daniel J . High, , Alien Property Custodian for the Trust 

Territory of the Pacific Islands, known to me aa the per■on whose name 

is subscribed to the within Cornfirmation Deed and aclcnowledged that 

he executed the same for the purposes therein set forth ■a bis free 

? ct 
and deed. "' 

IN WITNESS Wl!EREOP, I hereunto se~ my hand and seal this 

day, of _______ , i979. 

Notary Public 

"' 
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TRlS CONFIRMATION DEED is issued this ___ day of ______ . 

1979, by the High Commissioner of the Trust Territory of the Pacific 

Islands and the Alien Property Custodian of the Trust Territ~ry of the 

Pacific Islands., hereinafter jointly refertced to as the "GRANTORS", . 

for p~~posee o!\,ratifying, approving, and confirming the vesting of 

title to public lands in the Northern Mariana Isl.ands in favor of the 

Resident Commis.11i~ner of the Government of the Northern Mariana Islands 

of the Trust Territory of the Pacific lslands, pursuant to Secretary of 
I 

the Interior Order No . 2989, hereinafter referred to as the "GRANTEE", 

WITNESSETR THAT: 

WHEREAS, Order No. 2989, issued by the United States Secretary of 

the Interior, on March 24, 1976, •¥niatratively separated the Mariana 

Islands District from the rest of the Trust Territory of the Pacific 

Islands and designated the separate governmental entity aa the 

Government of the Northern Mariana Ialan~• of the Trust Territory of 

the Pacific Isla9ds with executive authority being vested in the Resident 

Commissioner; and 

WHEREAS, Part VII, Sectioi_, 1, of Secretarial Order No. 2989, in 

pertinent part, reads ao follows: 

"Title to public lands of the Trust Territory of the Pacific 

Islands which are situated in the Northern Mariana I1land1 

and which are actively used by the Trust Territory Government 

is hereby transferred to and vested in the Resident 

CommiHio,,.r subject to the continued use of auch land by the 

Trust Territory Government until relocation of tbe capitol of 

the Trust Territory of the Pacific Ialanda, auch uee to ~ in 

accordance with the terms of agreements reached by the Reaident 

I 
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Commisaioner and the High Colllliaaioner of the Trust Territory. 

All other public lands situated in thP Northern Mariana Islands 

title to which is now vested with the Trust Territory 

Government and which ~ave not been transferred to the legal 

E'ntity created by the Mariana Islands Distri'ct Legislature 

according to Secretary of Interior Order No. 2969 shall vest 

in the Resident Commissioner"; 

. WHEREAS, it appears from the above provision of Secretari.ai 

Order ·~989 that title to all public lands, as def'ined in 67 TTC l, 

iocluding all alien lands, as defined in 27 TTC l, situated rn the 

Northern Mariana Islands, was intended to pass and · vest, and did 

pass and vest, in the Resident Commissioner, in his official 

capaci t! as chief executive of the Government of the Northern 

Mariana Islands as established by the said Secretarial Order; and 

WHEREAS, in accordance with Secretarial Order No. 2989, the 
I . 

Resident Commissioner, in his official capacity, acted as the vested 

holder of title to all public and alien lands in the Northern 

Mariana Islands, and thHeafter made certain conveyances of title 

to public lands and certain grants of leaser int~rests thereto as 

a result thereof; end 

WHEREAS, certain questions and doubts have subsequently arisen 

as to the effectiveness of the general iresting of title to the said 

public and ali~, lands effectuated by Secretarial Order 2989, and 

failed to name, list and adequately describe and identify the 

different parcels of pub,lic landa which, in effect, were conveyed . ./ 
to the Resident Commiasioner by virtue of the said Order; and 

WHEREAS, the High Commissioner and Alien Property Custodian of 

the Truat Territory of the Pacific Islands, the lawful title holders 

to the public and alien lands in the Northern Mariana Island a, did 

not take any part tn the transfer of title and conveyances of the 

said public lands which vested in the Resident Commissioner pursuant 

to the Order; and 

WHEREAS, the Government of the Northern Mariana Islands under 

the Resident Commissioner, as established by Secretarial Order 2989, 

I --...._ 
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the Resident Commissioner, as established by Secretarial Order 2989, 
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has since been succeeded by the Government of the Commonwealth of the 

Northern Mariana Islands, establiahed by the Constitution of the 

Northern Mariana Islands, beginning January 9, 1978; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Constitution of the Northern Y.ariana 

Islands, all public lands situated in the Northern Y.artana Islands, 

as of the effective date of the said Constitution belong collectively 

to the people of the Northern Mariana Islands who are of~orthern 

Marianas descent; 

NOW, THEREFORE, in order to forever remove any doubt as to the 

validity of the ;esting of title to public and alien lands made in 

favor of the Resident Commissioner of the Government of the Northern 

Mariana Islands pursuant to Secretarial Order 2989, we, the High 

Commis:~oner and Alien Property Custodi")' of the Trust Territory of 

the Pacific islands, grantors herein, do hereby ratify, approve, and 

confirm, the vesting of title to public and alien lands in favor of 
I 

the Resident Commissioner made pursuant to Secretarial Order 2989, 

effective as of the 1st day of April, 1976, and we further do by 

these presents hereby remise, releaee, convey, transfer, and 

forever quitclaim, unto the Resident Commissioner, hi ■ lawful 

successors and assigns, all those public and alien lands sa described 

below: 

All those lands located above ~he ordinary high water 

mark on Saipan Island, Northern Mariana Islands (formerly 
·' 

Mariana I slands District), including Managaba ls land, 

Isleta Maigo Luau and Ialeta Maigo Pahang, as delineated 

and represented on Exhibit A hereto, such being a 

1:4000 scale reprojlucti.on of the Saipan laland Cadastral 

Pa.reel Index, comprised of sixty-four (64) sheets, and 

bounded as described in Exhibit B hereto, such being a 

computer printout which en.-rates and describes by metes 

and bounds all public and al11111 land parcels Ir.eyed to the 

sheet number of the Saipan Island Cadastral Parcel Index, 

containing an area of 7141. 32 hectares, more or leas; and 

also, all easements and righta-of-way, both surveyed and 

unsurveyed located on Sdpan Ialand. 

I 
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unaurveyed located on Saipan l■land. 
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TO HAVE AND TO HOLD, al~ar, the above-described 

real property, th• rights, titlu, ■nd intere■u thereto, with the 

tenementp, hereditaments and appurtenance■ thereunto belonging or 

in any wise appertaining, and every part thereof, unto the Grantee, 

his lawful succesaora and assign a, forever. 

Subject to the condition that all contracts, lease agreements, 

easements, permits, licenses and nthn forms of rights and obligations 

entered into by the Government of the Truat Territory of the Pacific 

.Islands· prior to April 1, 1976, and applicable to the conveyed lands, 

shall remain in force and effect until their natural or legar 

termination, unless otherwise agreed to in writing by the involved 

parties. 

It . is further the intention of the Grantore that all interests 

in real property vhich are hereafter determined to have been vested 

in the Grantors on or before April 1, 1976, shall vest in the <frantee, 
I 

or his lavful succesaors and a■■ igna, and it is also the intention 

of the Grantors to convey hereby not only any present right, title 

or interest in the above described property, but also any, eve.ry, 

and all right, title, and interest after acquired by Grantors in and 

to the above described property . 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I, in the name of the Government of the 

Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, h~ve caused this Confirmation 

Deed to be made. .. 
GIVEN under my hand and official seal, this ______ day 

of __________ , 1979. 

ACKNOWLEDGMEliT 

Northern Mariana Islands 

Adrian P, Winkel 
High Commisaioner 

C'n this ____ day of __________ , 1979, before me 

appeared Adrian Winkel, High Commia■ioner of the Tru■t Territory 

of the Pacific Islands, known to me •• th• person vhoae naae is 
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of the Pacific Islands, knovn to me aa th• pereon vhoae naae is 

4 of S 

• 
subscribed to the within Confirmation Deed and acknowledged that 

he executed the eame for th• purpoaea thndn Ht forth .. hi ■ free 

act and deed. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I hereunto set my hand and seal this 

day of _______ , 1979. 

Notary Public 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I, the Alien Property Custodian of the , 

Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, have caused this Confirmation 

Deed to be made. 

GIVEN under my hand and official seal, this ______ _ day 

of __________ , 1979. \ 

Daniel J. High 
Alien Property Custodian 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

Northern Mariana Island• 

On this ____ day of ____________ , 1979, before me 

appeared Daniel J. High, Alien Property Cuotodian for the Trust 

Territory of the Pacific Islands, known to me ao the person whose name 

is subscribed to the within Cornfirmati6n Deed and acknowledged that 

he executed the same for the purpoHI therein ••t forth•• hie free 

act and deed. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I hereunto aet my hand snd seal thio 

day of _______ , 1979. 

Notary Public 

·' 
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CONFIR!·IATION DEED 

THIS CONFIRMATION DEED is issued this ___ day of ____ _ 

1?79, by the High Commissioner of the Trust Territory of the Pacific 

Islands and the Alien Property Custodian of the Trust Territory of the 

Pacific Islands, hereinafter jointly referred to as the "GRANTORS", 

for purposes of ratifying, approving, and confirming the vesting of 

title to public lands in the Northern Mariana Islands in favor of the 

Resident Commissioner of the Government of the Northern Mat iana ls lands 

of the Trust Territory of the Pacif~c Islands, pursuant to Secretary of 

the Interior Order No. 2989, hereinafter referred to as the "GRANTEE". 

WITNESSETH THAT: 

WHEREAS, Order No. 2989, issued by ~he United States Secretary of 
... 

the Interior, on March 24, 1976, administratively separated the Mariana 

Islands District from the rest of the Trust Territory of the Pacific 

Islands and designated the separate governmental entity as the 

·' ~ 
Government of the Northern Mariana Islands, of the Trust Territory of 

the Pacific Islands with executive authority being vested in the Resident 

Commissioner; and 

WHEREAS, Part VII, Section l, of Secretarial Order No. 2989, in 

pertinent part, reads as follows: 

"Title to public lands of the Trust Territory of the Pacific 

Islands which are situated in the Northern Mariana Islands 

and which are actively used by the Trust TE"rritory Government 

is hereby transferred to and vested in the Resident 

CoV111)issioner subject to the continued use of such land by the 

Trust Territory Government until relocation of the capitol of 

the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, such use to be in 

accordance with the terms of agreements reached by the Resident 
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accorcfance. 

Commissioner and the High Coadssioner of the Trust Territory. 

All other public lands situated in the Northern Mariana Islands 

title to which is now vested wUh the Truat Territory 

Government and which have not been transferred to the legal 

entity created by the Mariana Islands District Legislature 

according to Secretary of Interior Order No. 2969 shall vest 

in the Resident Commissioner"; and 

WHEREAS, it appears from the above provision of Secretarial 

Order 2989 that title to all public lands, as defined in 67 TTC l, 

including all alien lands, as defined in 27 ITC l, situated in the 

Northern Mariana Islands, was intended to pass and vest, and did 

pass and vest, in the Resident Commissioner, in his official 

cap_ae-ity as chief executive of the Gove.rnment of the Northern 

Mariana Islands as establi,hed by the said Secretarial Order; and 

)/IIEREAS, in accordance with Secretarial Order No. 2989, the . 
Resident Commissioner, in his official capacity, acted as the vested 

holder of title to all public and alien lands in the Nosthern 

Mariana Islands, and thereafter made certain conveyances of title 

to public lands and certain grants of lesser interests thereto as 

a result thereof; and 

WHEREAS, certain questions and doubts have subsequently arisen 

as to the effectiveness of the general vesting of title to the said 

' public and alien lands effectuated by Secretarial Order 2989, and 

failed to name, list and adequately describe and identify the 

different parcels of public lands which, in effect, were conveyed 

to the Resident Commissione; by virtue of the said Order; and 

WHEREAS, the High Commissioner and Alien Property Custodian of 

the Trust Territory of the Pac1J.ic Islands, the lawful title holders 

to the public and alien lands in the Northern Mariana Islands, did 

not take any part in the transfer of title and conveyances 9f the 

said public lands which vested in the Resident Collllllissiones pursuant 

to the Order; and 

WHEREAS, the Government of the Northern Mariana Islands under 

the Resident Commissioner, as eatablished by Secretarial Order 2989, 
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has since been succeeded by the Government of the Commonwealth of the 

Northern Mariana Islands, eatabliahed by the Constitution of the 

Northern Mariana Islands, beginning January 9, 1978; and 

WIIER£AS, pursuant to the Con·stitution of the Northern Mariana 

Islands, all public lands situated in the Northern ~~riana Islands, 

as of the effective date of the said Constitution belong collectively 

to the people of the Northern Mariana Islands who are of Northern 

Marianas descent; 

NOW, THEREFORE, in order to forever remove any doubt as to the 

validity of the vesting of title to public and alien lands made in 

favor of the Resident Commissioner of the Government of the Northern 

Mariana Islands pursuant to Secre,tarial Order 2989, ~'e, the High 

CollllDissioner and Alien Property Custodian of the Trust Territory of 

the Pacific Islands, granters here.in, do hereby ratify, approve, and 
I 

confirm, the vesting of title to public and alien lands in favor of 

the Resident Col!Dllissioner made pursuant to Secretarial Order 2989, 

effective as of the lat day of April, 1976, and we further do by 

these presents hereby remise, release, convey, transfer, and 

forever quitclaim, unto the Resident Col!Dllissioner, his lawful 

successors and assigns, all those public and alien lands as described 

below : 

A. All those lands located above the ordinary high water 
·' 

mark on the following islanas located in the Northern 

Mariana Islands (formerly Mariana Islands District): 

1. The Island of Parallon de Pajaros (Uracus), containing 

., 2.564 sq. km; • 

2. The Island of Maug (consisting of three (3) islands), 

containing 2.147 sq. km; 

3. The Island of Asuncion, containing 7.340 sq. km; 

4, ,The Island of Agrihan, containing 43.504 sq .. km; 

5. The Island of Pagan, containing 47,638 sq, ltm; 

6. The Island of Alamagan, containing 11.569 sq. km; 

7. The Island of Guguan, containing 3,872 sq. km; 

8 . The Island of Sariguan, containing 4.975 sq. km; 

""· 
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9. The Island of Anatahan, containing 31.440 sq, km; 

10. The Island of Fuallon de Medinilla, containing 

0.844 sq, km; and 

11. The Island of Agu±jan (including Naftan Rock), 

containing 7.130 ■q. km. 

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD, all and singular, the above-described 

real property, the rights, titles, and intereata thereto, with the 

teii.ements, hereditaments and appurtenances thereunto belonging or 

in any wise appertaining, and every part thereof, unto the Grantee, 

his 18.wful successors and assigns, forever. 

Subject to_ the condition that all contract,&, lease agreements, 

easements, permits, licenses and other forms of rights and obligations 

entered into by the Government of the Trust Territory of the Pacific 

Islands prior to April 1, 1976, and applicable to the conveyed lands, 

shall remain in force and effect until their natural or legal 

termination, unless otherwise agreed to in writing by the involved 

parties, 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I, in the name of the Government of the 

Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, have caused this Confirmation 

Deed to be made. 

GIVEN under my hand and official aeal, this ______ day 

of ----~------• 1979. 

Adrian P. Winkel 
High CODDiadoner 

ACKNOO.EDGMENT 

Northern Mariana Islands 

On this _____ day of _________ _ 1979-, before me 

appeared Adrian Winkel, High Coa1iaaioner of the Trust Ter~itory 

of the Pacific Islands, known to - as the person whose name is 

subscribed to the within Confirmat~on Deed and acknowledged that 

he executed the same for the purposes therein set forth as bis free 

act and deed. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I hereunto eu my hand and seal this 

day of _______ , 1979. 

Notary Public 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I, the Alien Property Custodian of the 

'trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, have caused this Confirmation 

Deed to be made . 

. GIVEN under my hand and official seal, this ______ _ 

of __________ , 1979. 

. 
Noithern Mariana Islands 

Daniel J. High 
Alien , Property Custodian 

ACXNOWLEDGHENT 

day 

On this ____ day of ___________ , 1979, before me 

appeared Daniel J . High, Alien Property Custodian fbr the Trust 

Territory of the_Pacific Islands, known to me as the person whose name 

is subscribed to the within Cornfirmation Deed and acknowledged that 

he executed the same for the purposes therein set forth as his free 
_, 

act and deed. 

IN WITNESS WHERtOF, I hereunto set my hand and seal this 

day of _______ , 1979. 

Notary Public 

v 
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CONFIRMATION DEED 

THIS CONFIRMATION DEED is issued this ___ day of _____ _ 

1979, by the High Commissioner of the Trust Territory of . the Pacific 

Islands and the Alien Property Custodian of the Trust Territory of the 

Pacific IslandDreinafter jointly refe~red to as the "GRANTORS", 

for purposes of ratifying, approving, and confinning the vesting of 

title to public lands in the Northern !'.ariana Islands in favor of the 

Resident Commissioner of thf Government of the Northern !'.ariana Islands 

of the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, pursuant to Secretary of 

the Interior Order No. 2989, hereinafter referred to as the "GRANTEE". 

WIINESSETH THAT: 

WHEREAS, Order No. 2989, issued by the United Sta tea Secretary of 

the Interior, on March 24, 1976, administratively separated the Mariana 

Islands District from the rest of the Trust Territory of the Pacific 

Islands and designated the separate governmental entity a■ the 

Government of' the Northern Mariana Islands of the Trust Territory of 

the Pacific Island ■ 1'ith executive authority being vested in the Resident 

Commissioner; and 

WHEREAS, Part VII, Section l, of Secretarial Order No. 2989, in 

pertinent part, reads aa foll°"•' 

"Title to public lands of the Truat Territory of the Pacific 

Iolande vhich are situated in the Northern Mariana Islands 
~ 

1'hich are actively used by the Truat T,:i.,-itory Government __, 
is hereby transferred to aDd vested in the Resident 

Coanissioner subject to the coatinued uae of auch land by the 

Truat Territory Govenment until relocatioa of the capitol , of 

the Trust Territory of the Pacific la lands, auch uae to be in 

accordance with the terms of agreements reached by the Resident 
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Commissioner and the High Commiasi~ner of the Trust Territory. 

All other public lands situated in the Northern Mariana Islands 

title to which is now vested with the Trust Territory 

Government and which have not been transferred to the legal 

entity cre_sted by the Mariana !Blanda District Legislature 

according to Secretary of Interior Order No. 2969 shall vest 

in the Reaident Commissioner"; 

1/HEREAS, it appears from the above provision of Secretarial 

Order 2989 that title to all public lands, as defined in 67 TTC 1, 

including all alien lands, as defined in 27 TTC 1, situated in the 

Northern Mariana Islands, was intended to j,ass and vest, and did 

pass and vest, in the Resident Commissioner, in bis official 

• ' 
capacity as chief executive of the Government of the Northern 

Mariana Islands as establishrd by~be said Secretarial Order; and 

WHEREAS, in accordance with Secretarial Order No. 2989, the 

Resident Commissione.r, in bis official capacity, acted as the vested 

bolder of title to all public and alien lands in the Northern 

Mariana Islands, and thereafter made. certain conveyances of title 

to public lands and certain grants of lesser intP,rests thereto as 

a result thereof; end 

WHEREAS, certain questions and doubts have subsequently arisen 

as to the eff\'Ctiveness of the general vesting of title to ~he said 

pub liq and alie_n lands effectuated by S~cretarial Order 2989, and 

failed to name, list and adequately describe and identify the 

different parcels of public lands which, in effect, were conveyed 

to the Resident Commissioner by virtue of the said Order; and 

WHEREAS, the High Commissioner and Alien Property Custodian of 

the Trust Territory of the Pacific Ialanda, the lawful titl~ holders 

to the public and alien lands in the Northern Mariana Islands, did 

not tske any part in the transfer of title end conveyances of the 

said public lands <t'hich vested in the Resident Commissioner 
0

pursuant 

to the Order; and 

WHEREAS, the Government of the Northern Mariana Islands under 

the Resident Commissioner, as established by Secretarial Order 2989, 

2 of 5 



• • 
has since been succeeded by the ' eovernment of the Commonwealth of the 

Northern Mariana Islands, established by the Constitution of the 

Northern Mariana Islands, beginning January 9, 1978; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Constitution of the Northern !'.ariana 

Islands, all public lands situated in the Northern !'.ariana Islands, 

as of the effective date of the aaid Constitution belong collectively 

to the people of the Northern Mariana Islands who are of Northern 

Marianas descent; 

NOW, THEREFORE, in order to forever remove any doubt as to the 

validity of the vesting of title to public and alien landa made in 

favor of the Resident Commissioner of the Government of the Northern 

Mariana Islands pursuant to Secretarial Order 2989, we, the Righ 

Commi_ssioner and Alien Property Custodian of the Trust Territory of 

the Pacific Islands, grantors herein,' do hereby ratify, approve, and 

confirm, the vesting of title to publi-c and alien lands in favor of 

the Resident Commissioner made pursuant to Secretarial Order 2989, 
~ 

effective as of the 1st day of April, 1976, and we further do by 

these presents hereby remise, release, convey, transfer, and 

forever quitclaim, unto the Re.aident Commissioner, his lawful 

successors and assigns, all those public and alien lands as described 

below: 

AlV those lands located above the ordinary high water 

mark on Saipan Island, Northern Mariana Islands (formerly 

Mariana Islands District), including Managaha Island, 

Islets Maigo Luau and Ialeta Maigo Fahang, as delineated 

and represented on Exhibit A hereto, such being a 

1 :4000 scale reproduction of the Saipan ls land Cadastral 

Parcel Index, comprised of sixty-four (64) sheets,. and 

bounded as described in Exhibit B hereto, such being a 

computer printout which enumerates and describes b~ metes 

and bounds all public and alien land parcels keyed to the 

sheet number of the Saipan Ieland Cadastral Parcel Index, 
~ 

contaifing an area of 7141.32 hectares, more or less; and 

also, all easements and rights-of-way, both surveyed and 

unsurveyed locatl!fl on Saipan Island. 
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unsurveyed located on Saipan Island. 
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• • 
TO HAVE AND TO HOLD, all and aingu!ar, the above-deacribed 

real property, the rights, title■ , and interests thereto, with the 

tenements, hereditaments and appurtenances thereunto belonging or 

• 
in any wise appertaining, and every part thereof, unto the Grantee, 

his lawful successors and assigns, forever. 

Subject to the condition that all contracts, lease agreements, 

easements, permits, licenses and other forms of rights and obligations 
J 

entered into by the Government of the Trust Territory of the Pacific 

Islands prior to April 1, 1976, and applicable to the conveyed lands, 

shall remain in force and e_ffect until their natural or legal 

termination, unless otherwise agre_ed to in •writing by the involved 

parties. 

·it is further the intention of the Grantora that all interests 

in real property which are hereafter determined to have been vested 

in the Granters on or before April 1, 1976, shall vest in the Grantee, 

or his lawful successors and assigns, and it is also the intention 

of the Gran tors to convey hereby not only any pre_sent right, title 

'\ 
or interest. in the above described property, but also any, every, 

and all right, title, and interest after acquired by Granters in and 

to the above described property . 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I, in the name 0£ the Government of the 

Trust Territo~7 of the Pacific Islands, have caused this Confirmation 

Deed to be made. 

GIVEN under my hand and official seal,. this -

of ___________ , 1979. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

Northern Mariana Islands 

Adrian P. Winkel 
High Commissioner 

day 

On this ___ _ day of __________ , 1979, before me 

appeared Adrian Winkel, High Commiaaioner of the Trust Te_rritory 

of the Pacific Islands, known to me as the person whose name is 
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• , . 
subscribed to the within Conti nnation ~ed and acknowledged that 

he executed the same for the purposes therein set forth as his free 

act and deed. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I hereunto set my hand and seal this 

_____ day of _______ , 1979. 

Notary Public 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I, the Alien Property Custodian of the 

Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, have caused this Confirmation 

Deed to be made. 

GIVEN under my hand and official seal, this ______ _ day 

of ___________ , 1979. 

J 

Daniel J. High 
Alien Property Custodian 

ACKNOIILEDGMENT 

Northern Mariana Islands 

On this ____ day of ____________ , 1979, before me 

ap·peared Dani~,l J . High, Alien Property Custodian for the Trust 

Territory of the Pacific Islands, known 'to me as the person whose name 

is subscribed to the within Comfinnation Deed and acknowledged that 

he executed the same for the purposes therein set forth as his free 

act and deed. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I hereunto set my hand and seal this 

_____ day of _______ , 1979. 

Notary Public 
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United States Department of the l~terior 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20'140 

MAY 2 2 1979 

Honorable Adrian P. Winkel 
High COllllli ss 1 oner 
Trust Territory of the 

Pacific Islands 
Saipan, Mariana Islands 96950 

Oear Mr. Winkel : 

Thi s responds to your letter of May 7, 1979, concerning the transfer 
of public lands in the Northern Mariana Islands . 

Enclosed for your infonnati on is a copy of a 11181110randum of May 18, 
1979, f,rom the A.ttorney Adviser, Territories, which is self-
expl anatory. 

hope this i nfonnation is helpful to you. 

Sincerely yours, 

~ ---:- \ . L/~ t:.a,._,-
Mrs . Ruth G. Van Cleve 
Director 
Office of Territorial Affairs 

•. 
Enclosure 

-~ 



United States Department of the l9tcrior 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

\\'.ASHINGTON, D.C. 20'l40 

Honorab 1 e Adrian P. Wi nke 1 
High Coninissioner 
Trust Territory of the 

Pacific Islands 
Saipan, Mariana Islands 96950 

Dear Mr. Winkel: 

MAY 2 2 1979 

This responds to your letter of Hay 7, 1979, concerning the transfer 
of public lands in the Northern Mariana Islands. 

Enclosed for your infonnation is a copy of a memorandum of May 18, 
1979, from the Attorney Adviser, Territories, which is self-
exp 1 anatory. 

hope this 1nfonnat1on is helpful to you. 

Enclosure 

Sincerely yours, 

~c,".r...1,._,,_~.,,.... 

Mrs. Ruth G. Van Cleve 
Director 
Office of Territorial Affairs 

Me.inorandua 

• • UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF TH E INTERIOR 

OFFICE OF T HE SOLIC ITOR 
WASHI NGTON. D C 20240 

Nay 18, 1979 

To , Offica of Territorial Affairs 
Attention: Trevor Haydon 

From: Attorney Adviaer, Tarritori•• 

Subjec t : Confinution !)eeds, Northern Mariana Islands and Saipan 

I have reviewed the two attached dead■ and find them to be in proper 

legal fon, . We have no objection to their bain& executed. 

:iw~·' 
Robert I. llovles 

Encloeurea 



TRUST TERRITORY 01' '1'ID PACU'IC JBLAMDS 
QWce of tbe Hip Ccwmtutoaer 

8atpul, llarlaa Ialuda 

-
CONFIRMAUOII DEED 

..#HIS CONFIRMATION DEED is iaaued thia ___ day of ______ , 

1979, by the B.igh CODDissioner of the Trust Territory of the Pacific 

Islands and the Alien Property Custodian of the Trust Territory of the 

Pacific Islands, hereinafter jointly referred to as the "GRAIITORS", 

for purposes of ratifying, approving, and confindng the vesting of 

title to public landil in the Northern Mariana Islands in favor of the 

Resident CODDissioner of t~e Governaent of the Northern Mariana Islands 

of the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, pursuant to Secretary of 

the Interior Order No. 2989, hereinafter referred to as the "GRAlffEE". 

WITNESSETB THAT: 

WHEREAS, Order No. 2989, iaeued by the United Stataa Secretary of 

the Interior, on March 24, 1976, adlli.nistratively aei,arated the Mariana 

Islands District from the rest of the Trust Territory of the Pacific 

Islands and designated the separate governmental entity as the 

Government of. the Northern Mariana Islands of the Trust Territory of 

the Pacific Islands with executive authority being vested in the Resident 

Commissioner; and 

WHEREAS, Part VII, Section 1, of Secretarial Order No. 2989, in 
I 

pertinent part, reads aa foll""•. 

"Title to public lands of the Trust Territory of the Pacific 

' Islands which are situated in the Northern Mariana Islands 

and which are actively uaecl by the Trust Territory Gove.--nt 

is hereby tranaferrecl to and vested in the Resident 

C~adoner aubject to the continued uee of auch land by the 

Trust Territory Gova~t until relocation of the c,ipitol of 

the Trust Territory of the Pacific Island•, such use to be in 

accordance with the term of agreementa reached by the Resident 
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Commissioner and the High eo-isaioner of the Trust Territory. 

All other public lands situated in the Northern Mariana Islands 
I 

title to which is now vested with the Trust Territory 

Government and which have not been transferred to the legal 

entity created by the Mariana Islands Diatrict Legislature 

according to Secretary of Interior Order No. 2969 shall vest 

in the Resident Commisaionar"; 

WHEREAS, it appears from the above provision of Secretarial 

Order 2989 that title to all public lands, as defined in 6 7 TTC 1, 

including all alien lands, as defined in 27 TTC 1, situated in the 

Northern Mariana Islands, was intended to pass and vest, and did 

pass and vest, in the Resident Commissioner, in his official 

capacity as chief executive of the Government of the Northern 

Mariana Islands as established by the said Secretarial Order; and 

WHEREAS, in accordance with Secretarial Order No. 2989, the 

Resident Commissioner, in his official capacity, acted as the vested 

holder of title to all public and alien lands in the Northern 

Mariana Islands, and thereafter made certain conveyances of title 

to public lands and certain grants of lesser interests thereto as 

a result thereof; and 

WHEREAS, certain questions and doubts have subsequently arisen 

as to the effectiveness of the general vesting of title to the said 

public an~ alien lands effectuated by Secretarial Order 2989, and 

failed to name, list and adequately descr~be and identify the 

different parcels of public lands whicb, in effect, were conveyed 

to the Resident Commissioner. by virtue of the said Order; and 

WHEREAS, the High Commia,;ioner and Alien Property Custodian of 

the 'trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, the lawful title holders 

to the public and alien lands in the Northern Mariana Islands, did 

not take any part in the transfer of title and conveyances of the 

said public lands which vested in the Resident c.-1.ssioner pursuant 

to the Order; and 

WHEREAS, the Governaent of the Northern Mariana lelands under 

the Resident Comliasioner, as established by Secretarial Order 2989, 
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has since been succeeded by the Govenment of the C-.lth of the 

Northern Mariana Islands, established by the Coaatitution of the 

Northern Mariana Islands, beginning January 9, 1978; and 

' WHEREAS, pursuant to the Constitution of the Northern Mariana 

Islands, all public lands situated in the Northern Mariana Islands, 

as of the effective date of the said Constitution belong collectively 

to the people of the Northern Mariana Islands who are of Northern 

~rianas descent; 

NOW, THEREFORE, in order to forever remove any doubt as to the 

validity of the vesting of title to public and alien land■ made in 

favor of the Resident Commissioner of the Government of the Northern 

Mariana Islands pursuant to Secretarial Order 2989, we, the High 

Commissioner and Alien Property Custodian of the Trust Territory of 

the Pacific Islands, grantors herein, do hereby ratify, approve, and 

confirm, the vesting of title to public and alien lands in favor of 

the Resident Commissioner made pursuant to Secretarial Order 2989, 

effective as of the lat day of April, 1976, and we further do by 

these presents hereby remise, release, convey, transfer, and 

forever quitclaim, unto the Resident Coemdssioner, his lawful 

successors and assigns, all those public and alien lands as described 

below: 

All those lands located above the ordinary high water 

1hark on the following islands located in t~e Northern 

Mariana Islands (formerly Marians Islands District): 

1. The Island of Parallon de Pajaros (Uracus), containing 

2.564 sq. km; 

2. The Island of Maug (consisting of three (3) islands), 

containing 2 .14 7 sq. Im; 

3. The Island of Asuncion, containing 7. 340 aq. km; 

4 . The Island of Agriban, containing 43.504 sq. km; 

5. The Island of Pagan, containing 47 .638 sq . km; 

6. The Island of Aluagan, containing 11.571) sq . km; 

7. The lsland of Guguan, containing 3.872 sq. km; 

8. The Island of Sariguan, containing 4.975 sq. km; 
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9. The Isl.and of Anauban, containing 31.440 sq. km; 

10. The Island of Farallon de Medinilla, containing 

0.844 sq. km; and 

11. The Island of Aguijan (including Naftan Rock), 

containing 7 .130 sq. km. 

TO HAVE AND TO BOLD, all and singular, the above-described 

real property, the rights, titles, and interests thereto, with the 

tenements, hereditaments and appurtenances thereunto belonging or 

in any wise appertaining, and every part thereof, uni:<> the Grantee, 

his lawful successors and assigns, forever. 

Subject to the condition that all contracts, lease agreements, 

easements, permits, licenses and other forms of rights and obligations 

entered into by the Government of the Trust Territory of the Pacific 

Islands prior to April 1, 1976, and applicable to the conveyed lands, 

shall remain in force and I.Hect until their natural or legal 

termination, unless otherwise agreed to in writing by ~he involved 

parties. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I, in the name of the Government of the 

Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, have caused this Confirmation 

Deed to be made. 

GIVEN under my hand and official seal, this 

of ___________ ,, 1979. 

·' 

ACKNOWLl!ll(;t!ENT 

Northern Mariana Islands 

Adrian P. Winkel 
High Commiasioner 

day 

On this _____ day of __________ , 1979, before -

appeared Adrian Winkel, High CoaaiHioner of the Trust Territory 

of the Pacific Islands, known to - ea the person whose name is 

subscribed to the within Confirutioa Deed and acknowledged that 

he executed the s- for the purposes therein set forth as his free 

act and deed. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I hereunt:o set: my hand and seal t:hi.s 

dsy of _______ , 1979. _ 

Not:ary Public 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I, t:he Alien Propert:y Cust:odian of t:he 

Trust: Territ:ory of t:he Pacific lslaods, have caused t:his Confinaat:ion 

Deed to be made. 

GIVEN under my hand and official seal, t:his _______ day 

of -~---------• 1979. 

Daniel J. High 
Alien Propert:y Custodian , 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

Nort:hern Mariana Islaods 1 

I 
On this ____ day of ___________ , 1979, before me 

appeared Daniel J. High, Alien Property Cust:odian for t:he Trust: 

Territ:ory of t:he Pacific Islands, known t:o me as the person whose name 

is subscribed to t:he w-J.t:hin Cornfirmat:ion Deed and acknowledged that 

he executed the same for the purposes t:herein set: forth as his free 

act and deed. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I hereunt:o set my hand and seal this 
·' 
day of _______ , 1979. 

Notary Public 
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• • TRUSl' TERRITORY OF 'lllE PACIFIC ISLANDS 
Office of the High Commissioner 

Saipan, Mariana Islands 

-
CONFIRl!ATION DEED 

THIS CONFIRMATION DEED is issued this day of ____ _ 

1979, by the High Commissioner of the Trust Territory of the Pacific 

Islands and the Alien Property Custodian of the Trust Territory of the 

Pacific Islands, hereinafter jointly referred to as the "GRANTORS", 

for purposes of ratifying, approving, and confirming the vesting of 

title to public lands in the Northern Mariana Islands in favor of the 
I 

Resident Commissioner of the Government of the Northern Mariana Islands 

of the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, pursuant to Secretary of 

the Interior Order No. 2989, hereinafter referred to as the 11GRANTEE". 

WITNESSETI! THAT: 

WHEREAS, Order No. 2989, issued by the United States Secretary of 

the Interior, on March 24, 1976, administrativPly separated the Mariana 

Islands District from the rest of the Trust Territory of the Pacific 

Islands and d~~ignated the separate govem~ental entity as the 

Government of the Northern Mariana Ielan'ds of the Trust: Territory of 

the Pacific Islands with executive authority being vested in the Resident 

Commissioner; and 

WHEREAS, Part VII, Section 1, of Secretarial Order No. 2989, in 

pertinent part, reads as follows: 

"Title to public lands of the Trust 'territory of the Pacific 

Islands which are situated in the llorthern Mariana Isl.ands 

and which are actively used by the Trust .Territory Government 

is hereby transferred to and vested in the Resident 

Commissioner subject to the continued use of such land by the 

Trust Terri t ory Government until relocation of the capitol of 

t he Tr ust Territory of the Pacific Islands. such use to be in 

accordance with the terms of agrPements reached by the Resident 
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accordance with the term.s of agreements reached by the Resident 
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• • 
Commissioner and the High Commissioner of the Trust Territory. 

All other public lands situated in the Northern Mariana Islands 

title to which is now vested with the Trust Territory 

Government and which have not been transferred to the legal 

entity created by the Mariana Islands District Legislature 

according to Secretary of Interior Order No. 2969 shall vest 

in the Resident Commissioner"; and 

WHEREAS, it appears from the above provision of Secretarial 

Ord~r 2989 that title to all public lands, as defined in 67 TTC 1, 

including all alien lands, as defined in 27 TTC 1, situated in the 

Northern Mariana Islands, was intended to pass and vest, and did 

pass and vest, in the Resident Commissioner, in his official 

capacity as chief executive of the Government of the Nor thern 

Mariana Islands as established by the said Secretarial Order; and 

WHEREAS, in accordance with Secretarial Order No . 2989, t he 

Resident Commissioner, in his official capacity, acted as t he vested 

holder of title to all pub Uc and alien lands in the Northern 

Mariana Islands, and thereafter made certain conveyanceA of title 

to public lands and certain grants of lesser interests thereto as 

a result thereof; and 

WHEREAS,' certain questions and doubts have subsequently arisen 

as to·the effectiveness of t he gener~l vesting of title to the said 

public and alien lands effectuated by Secretarial Order 2989, and 

failed to name, list and ade,ately describe and identify the 

different parcels of public_ nds which, in effect, were conveyed 

to the Resident Commissioner y virtue of the said Order; and 

WHEREAS, the High Commissioner and, Alien Property Custodian of 

the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, the lawful title holders 

to the public and alien lands in the Northern Mariana Islands, did 

not take any part in the transfer of title and conveyances of the 

said public lands wh1ch vested in the Resident Commissioner 1;ursuant 

to the Order; and 

'WHEREAS, the Government of the Northern Mariana Islands under 

the Resident Commissioner, as established by Secretarial Order 2989, 
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the Resident Commissioner, as established by SecretariaCOrder2989, 
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• • 
has since been succeeded by the Government of the Commonwealth of the 

No rthern r-<.ariana Islands, established by the Constitution of the 

Northern ¥.ariana Islands, beginning January 9, 1978; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Constitution of the Northern Mariana 

Islands, all public lands situated in the NorthPrn Mariana Islands, 

as of the effective date of the said Constitution belong collectively 

t 9 the people of the Northern r-<.ariana Islands who are of Northern 

Marianas descent; 

NOW, TiiEREFORE, in order to forever remove any doubt as to the 

validity of the vesting of title to public and alien lands made in 

favor of the Resident Commissiont'r of the GovernmPnt of the Northern 

Mariana Islands pursuant to Secretarial Order 2989, ~•e, the High 

Commissioner and Alien Property Custodian of the Trust Territory of 

the Pacific Islands, gran~rs herein, do hereby ratify, approve, and 

confirm, the vesting of title to public and alien lands in favor of 

the Resident Commissioner made pursuant to Secretarial Order 2989, 

effective as of the 1st day of April, 1976, and we further do by 

these presents hereby rP.mise, relPase, convey, transfer, and 

forever quitclaim, unto the Resident Commissioner , his lawful 

successors and assigns, all those public and alien lands as described 

below: 

~11 those lands located ab~ve the ordinary high water 

mark on the following islands located in the Northern 

Mariana Islands (formerly Mariana Islands District): 

1. The Island of Farallon de Pajaros (Urscus), containing 

2. 564 sq. km; 

2. The Island of Maug (consisting of three (3) islands), 

containing 2 .147 sq. km; 

3. The Island of Asuncion, containing 7.340 sq. km; 

4. The Island of Agrihan , containing 43.504 sq . km; 

5. The Island of Pagan, cont.aining 47 .638 sq. km; 

6. The Island of Alamagan, containing 11 .569 sq. km· 

7. The Island of Guguan, containinB 3.872 sq. km· 

8. The Island of Sarlguan, containing 4.975 sq. km; 
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9. The Island of Anatahan, containing 31. 440 sq. km; 

10 . The Island of Farallon de Medinilla, containing 

0.844 sq . km; and 

11. The Island of Aguijan (including Naftan Rock), 

containing 7 .130 sq .. km. 

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD, all and singular, the above-described 

real property, the rights, titles, and interests thereto, with the 

tenements, hereditaments and appurtenance.s thereunto belonging or 

in any wise appertaining, and every part thereof, unto the Grantee, 

his lawful successors and assigns, forever. 

Subject to the condition that all contracts, lease agreements, 

easements, permits, licenses and other , forms of rights and obligations 

entered into by the Government of the Trust Territory of the Pacific 

Islands prior to Aprill, 1976, and applicable to the conveyed lands, 

shall remain in force anq effect until their natural or legal 

termination, unless otherwise agreed to in writing by the involved 

parties. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I, in the name of the Government of the 

Trus t Territory of the Pacific Islands, have caused this Confirmation 

Deed to be made. 

GIVEN under my hand and official seal, this _____ _ 

of ___________ , 1979. 

Adrian P . Winkel 
High Commissioner 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

Northern Mariana Islands 

day 

On this ___ _ day of __________ , 1979, before me 

appeared Adrian Winkel, High Commissioner of the Trust Territory 

of the Pacific Islands, known to me as the person whose name is 

subscribed to the within Confirmation Deed and acknowledged that 

he executed the same for the purposes therein set forth as bis free 

act and deed. 
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act and deed. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I hereunto set my hand and seal this 

day of _______ , 1979. 

Notary Public 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I, the Alien Property Custodian of the 

Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, have caused this Confirmation 

Deed to be msde. 

,GIVEN under my hand and official seal, this ______ _ day 

of __________ , 1979. 

Daniel J. High 
Alien Property Custodian 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

Notthern Mariana Islands 

On this ____ day of' ____________ , 1979, before me 

appeared Daniel J. High, Alien Property Custodian for the Trust 

Territory of the Pacific Islands , known to me as the person whose name 

is subscribed to the within Cornfirmation Deed and acknowledged that 

he executed .,the same for the purposes therein set forth as his free 

act and deed. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I hereunto set my hand and seal this 

day of _______ , 1979. 

Notary Public 
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• • TRUST TERRITORY OF 111E PACIFIC ISLANDS 
Office of the High Commissioner 

Sal.pan, Marlana Islands 

--
CONFIRMATION DEED 

THIS CONFIRMATION DEED is issued this ___ day of ______ , 

1979, by the High Commissioner of the Trust Territory of the Pacific 

Islands and the Alien Property Custodian of the Trust Territory of the 

Pacific Islands, hereinafter jointly referred to as the "GRANTORS", 

for purposes of ratifying, approving, and confirming the vesting of 

title to public lands in tpe Northern Mariana· Islands in favor of the 

Resident Commissioner of the Governmf'nt of the Northern Mariana Islands 

of the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, pursuant to Secretary of 

the Interior Order No. 2989, hereinafter referred to as the "GRANTEE". 

IITfflESSETH THAT: 

WHEREAS, Order No. 2989, issued by the United States Secretary of 

the Interior, on March 24, 1976, administuitively separated the Mariana 

Islands District from the rest of the Trust Territory of the Pacific 

Islands and :designated the separate governmental entity a.s the 

Government of the Northf'rn Mariana Islands of the Trust Territory of 

the Pacific Islands with executive author~ty being vested in the Resident 

Commissioner; and 

WHEREAS, Part VII, Section 1, of Secretarial Order No. 2989, in 

pertinent part, reads as follows: 

"Title to public lands of the Trust Territory of the Pacific 

Islands which are situated in the Northern Mariana Islands 

end which are actively used by the Trust Territory Government 

is hereby transferred to and vested in the Resident 

Commissioner subject t o the continued use of such land by the 

Trust Territory Government until relocation of the capitol of 

the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, such use to be in 

accordance "itb the t,nna of agreements reaci,ed by the Resident 
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accordance ~~tb the terms of agreements reached by°the Resident 

1 of S 
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Commissioner and the High Commissioner of the Trust Territory. 

All other public lands situated in the Northern Mariana Islands 

title to which is now vested with the Trust Territory 

Government and which have not been transferred to the legal 

e-ntity created by the Mariana Islands DiE-trict Legislature 

according to Secretary of Interior Order No . 2969 shall vest 

in the Resident Connnissioner"; 

WHEREAS, it appears from the above provision of Secretarial 

Order 2989 that title to all public lands, as defined in 67 TTC 1, 

including all alien lands, as. defined in - 27 TTC 1, situated in the 

Northern Mariana Islands, was intended to pass and vest, .and did 

pass and vest, in the Resident Commissioner, in his official 

capacity as chief executive of the Government of the Northern 

Mariana Islands as established by the said Secretarial Order; and 

' WHEREAS, in accordance with Secretarial Order No. 2989, the 

Resident Commissioner, in his official capacity, acted as the vested 

holder of title to all public and alien lands in the Northern 

Mariana Islands, and thereafter made certain conveyances of title 

to public lands and certain grants of lesser intPre-sts thereto as 

a result thereof; and 

WHEREAS, certain questions and doubts have subsequently arisen 
~ . ·' 

as ~ the effectiveness of the ge.neral vesting of title to the said 

public and alien lands effectuated by Secretarial Order 2989, and 

failed to name, list and adequately describe and identify the 

different parcels of public ,lands which, in effect, were conveyed 

to the Resident Commissioner by virtue of the said Order; and 

l.1!EREAS, the High Commissioner and Alien Property Custodian of 

the Trust Teuitory of the Padf!c Islands, the lawful title holders 

to the public and alien lands in the Northern Mariana Islands, did 

not take any part in the transfer of title and conve-yances of the 

said public lands which vPsted in the !(esldent Commissioner pursuant 

to the Order; and 

WHEREAS, the Government of the Northern Mariana Islands under 

the Resident Commissioner, as._established by Secretarial Order 2989, 
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has since been succeeded by the Government of the Commonweal th of the 

Northern Mariana Islsnds, beginning January 9, 1978; and 

WHEJU:As , pursuant to the Constitution of the Northern ¥.ariana 

Northern Marisna Islands, established by the Constitution of the 

Islands, all public lands situated in the Northern ¥.ariana Islands, 

as of the effective date of the said ConstHution belong collectively 

to the people of the Northern Mariana Islands who are of Northern 
Marianas descent; 

NOW, THEREFORE, in order to forever remove sny doubt as to the 

validity of the vesting of title to public and alien lands made ln 

favor of the Residen t Commissioner of the Government of the Northern 

·~ Mariana 1itl.inds pursuant to Secretarial Order 2989, we, the High 

Commissioner and Allen Property Custodian of the Trust Territory of 

the Pacific Islands, grantors herein, do hereby ratify, approve, and 

confirm, the vesting of title to public and alien lands in favor of 

the Resident Commissioner made pursuant to Secretarial Order 2989, 

effective' as of the 1st day of April, 1976, and we further do by 

these presents hereby remise, release, convey, transfer, and 

forever quitclaim, unto the Resident Commtssioner, his lawful 

successors and assigns, all those public and alien lands as described 
below: 

4, All those lands located above the ordinary high water 
·' , 

ma rk on Salpan Island, Northern Mariana Islands (formerly 

Ma~lana Islands District), including Managahs Island , 

Isleta Maiga Luau and Isleta Mai~o Fahang, as delineated 

and represented on Exhlblt"A hereto, such being a 

1:4000 scale reproduction of the Saipan Island Cadastral 
I 

Parcel Index, comprised of sixty-four (64) sheets, and 

bounded as descrtbed in Exhibit B hereto, such being a 

computer printout which enumerates and describes by metes 

and bounds all public and alien land parcels keyed t o the 

~heet number of the Saipan Island Cadastral Parcel Index, 

containing an area of 7141.32 hPctares, more or less; and 

also, all easements and rtghts-~f...,,,y, both surveyed and 

unsurveyed located on Saipan Island. 

' 
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~b~li surveyed and 
unsurveyed located on Saipan Island. 
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TO HAVE AND TO HOLD, all and singular, the above-described 

real property, the rights, titles, and interests thereto, with the 

tenements, hereditaments and appurtenances thereunto belonging or 

in any wise appertaining, and every part thereof, unto the Grantee, 

his lawful successors and a~signs, forever. 

Subject to the condition that all contracts, lease agreements, 

easements, permits, licenses and other forms of rights and obligations 

entered into by the Government of the Trust Territory of the Pacific 

Islands prior to April 1, 1976, and applicable to the conveyed lands, 

shall remain in force and effect until their natural or legal 

termination, unless otherwise agreed to in writing by the involved 

parties. 

It is further the intention of the Grantora that all interests 

in real property which are hereafter determined to have been vested 

in the Granters on or before April 1, 1976, shall vest in the Grantee, 

or his lawful successors and aa■ igni, and it ls also the intention 

of the Grant.ors to convey he reby not only any pres ent right, title 

or interest in the above described property, but also any, every, 

and all right, title, and interest after acquired by Granters in and 

to the above described property. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, . I, in the name of the Government of the 

Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, have caused this Confirmation 

Deed to be made. 

GIVEN under my hand and official seal, this ______ day 

of __________ , 1979. 

ACl(!IOIILEDGMENT 

Northern . l'.ariana Islands 

Adrian P. Winkel 
High Cotunissioner 

On this ___ _ day of __________ , 1979, before me 

appeared Adrian Winkel, High CommiHioner of the Trust Territory 

of the Pacific Islands, kpown to me aa the person whose name is 
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subscribed to the within Confirmation Deed and acknowledged that 

he executed the same for the purposes therein set forth as his free 

act and deed. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I hereunto set my hand and seal this 

day of _______ , 1979. 

Notary Public 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I, the Alien Property Custodian of the 

Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, have caused this Confirmation 

Deed to be made. 

GIVEN unde'i. _my hand and official seal, this _______ day 

of ___________ ,' 1979. 

Daniel J. Hi gh 
Alien P-roperty Custodian 

ACKNOl.'LEDGMENT 

Northern Mariana Islands 

On t hi.~ ____ day of ___________ , 1979, before me 

appeared Daniel J. High, Alien Property Custodian for the Trust 

Territory of the Pacific Islands, knmm to me as the person whose name 

is subscribed to the within Cornfinoation Deed and acknowledged that 

he executed the same for th"'e purposes therein set forth as his frer 

act and deed. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, l hereunto set my hand and sPal this 

_____ day of ________ , 1979. 

Notary Public 
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TIUST TEIIITOIY OF THE PACIFIC ISLANDS 

Hi&h Collllissioner DATS , 2/27/79 

Actine Attorney General 

SUBJECT: Transfer of Public Lands in the Northern Mariana Islands 

We have reviewed the aeaoranclua dated February S, 1979 fro11 C. Brewster 
Chapaan, J r . to Director, Office of Territorial Affairs re1ardin1 the 
title to public land in the Northern Mariana Islands. Mr. Chapaan 
concludes that the leeal title to such lands r-1na with the Trust 
Territory Governaent althou&h Secretarial Order %989 aay have trans
ferred soae interest in the property, such as equitable title, to the 
Resident Coaaiuioner. Thia office is not in full asr._t with the 
reasonin& or conclusion set forth in the aeao, however, discussions have 
been had with the Marianas Public Land Corporation desiped to achieve a 
solution to whate~er probl• there 11ay be. 

We have aareed with the Land Corporation to execute a collfi:raatton deed 
which will finally and absol11tely quit claia any ia~t in the le1al 
title which the Trust Territory Governaent MY have in all public lUllb 
situated in the Northern Mariana Islands. It was aareed that the docu
ment will preserve and protect the use ri&hts of the Trust Territ•rit. 
Govern11ent in facilities and land which we now control. The Bureau of 
Lands has sufficient information to prepare a land inventory suitable 
for enclosure in the confirlllltion deed and are actively workine on that 
project now . 

It is my belief that all areas of concern expressed by the Marianas 
Public Land Corporation have been addressed in ■eetin1s and acrenents 
satisfactory to ' all parties have been reached. The exact timetable of 
execution is not known, nor insisted upon, for the reason that accuracy 
is preferred over expediency • 

We will keep your office fully informed of developaents and apprise you 
of any difficul ies which may surface • 



TIUST TEIIITOIY Of THE PACIFIC ISLANDS Of/ic, o/ tA, Hith Co•,wlu/u,r, Sa,,u 

Hi&h Co111111issioner DATI: 2/27 /79 

Acting Attorney General 

SUBJECT: Transfer of Public Lands in the Northern Mariana Islands 

We have reviewed the meaorandua dated February 5, 1979 fro■ C. Brewster 
Chapaan, Jr. to Director, Office of Territorial Affairs reaarding the 
title to public land in the Northern Mariana Islands, Mr. Chapun 
concludes that the le&al title to such lands reaains with the Trust 
Territory Governaent althouah Secretarial Order 2989 -Y have trans
ferred soae interest in the property, such as equitable title, to the 
Reliunt C-1uioner. Thia office is not in full aareeMnt with the 
reasonin& or conclusion set forth in the aeao, however, discussions have 
been had with the Marianas Public Land Corporation desiped to achieve a 
solution to whatever probl• there aay be. 

We have &,reed with the Land Cozporation to execute a confiraation deed 
which will finally and u10l11tel1 quit clab any iatereat in the le&al 
title llllich the Trult Territory Govenment aay have in all public lands 
situated in the Northern Mariana Islands. It was aareed that the docu
■ent will preserve and protect the use riahts of the Trust Territory 
Govemaent in facilities and land which we now control. The Bureau of 
Lands has sufficient inforaation to prepare a land inventory suitable 
for enclosure in the confiraation deed and are actively working on that 
project now. 

It is my belief that all areas of concern expressed by the Marianas 
Public Land Corporation have been addressed in ■eetin&s and agreements 
satisfactory to all parties have been reached. The exact timetable of 
execution is not known, nor insisted upon, for the reason that accuracy 
is preferred over expediency. 

We will keep your office fully informed of developments and apprise you 
of any difficul ies which may surface. 

• •• United States Department of the Interior 
OFFI~ OF THE SECllETAllY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240 

Hoo. Adrian P. Winkel 
High o:mnissiaier 
Trust Territocy of the 

Pacific Islands 
Saipan, Mariana Islaoo.s 

Dear Mr. Winkel: 

FUl l 1:l79 

Enclosed for yo,.n- infonnatial is a oopy of a Februacy S, 1979, 
memorandln fran the Assistant Solicitor, Territories, ooooerning the 
transfer of piblic lands in the Northern Mariana Islands. 

I thought 1'0'J might be interested in this IIIBIIOrardun becauae 
Mr. Milner reported to me that during hia IeOent trip to Saipan 
there was sare queatial oo -whether a foxmal. oom,eyanoe of title need 
be made. 

I rope this infome.tioo is useful to 1'0'.1· 

Enclosure 

Sincerely yours, ~,.v ..... €1w-
Mrs. Ruth G. Van Cleve 
Duector 
Off~ of Territorial Affairs 



• •• United States Department of the Interior 
OFFlq OF THE SECRETARY 

WASHlNGTON, D.C. 20'140 

Hoo. Adrian P. Winkel 
High O:mnissialer 
Trust Territory of the 

Pacific Islands 
Saipan, Mariana Islands 

Dear Mr. Winkel: 

Fm 1 • i:l79 

Dlcloaed for yoor infODll!ltial is a oopy of a February 5, 1979, 
IIBIDrlllldln fran the Assistant Solicitor, Territories, oonoemi.ng the 
transfer of public lands in the Northem Mariana Islands. 

I thcught ycu might be intexested in this lll!!IIIClCand\111 because 
Mr. Milner NpOrtlld to me that durin;J his i:ecant trip to Saipan 
thare - IIClle queetial oo wether a fcmnal oomieyanoe of title need 
be lllllde. 

I hc.pe this infm:mlltion is useful to ycu. 

E)lclosure 

Sincerely yoors, 

~-.,.v--~ 
Mrs. Ruth G. Van Cleve 
Director 
Office of Territorial Affairs 

• UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

OFFICE OF THE SOLICITOR 
WASHINGTON, D .C. 202<10 

Fe_bruary 5,, 1979 

Memorandum 

To: 

From: 

Director, Office of Territorial Affairs 

As1istant Solicitor, Territories 

Subject: Public Lands in the Northern Marlana Islands 

Thia ia in response to your• morandum of January 25, 1979, in which 
you a1k ifs fol'll&l. conveyance 11 needed to transfer public land 
from the Truat Territory to the Harianaa Public Land Corporation. 

The material submitted to this office doea not contain any infowtion 
setting forth the position of the High Coaaissioner so we can only 
B68Ullle what happened. In addition, we have no infonaation concerning 
any correspondence or agre-nta that eight have been entered into 
between the Reeident C~aaioner and the High CoaaJ.aaioner. Aaau■ing 
that Hr. Ruak 1a correct and that no written conveyance bas be_en made 
to tha Harianaa Public Land Corporation, it appear■ that the_ lligh 
Coaaiaaioner has taken the poaition that Secretarial Order 2989 
conveyed the public land■ in the Harian• Ialanda to the Reaident 
COIBiuione~. 

Part Vil, Section 1 of S.8. 2989 states: 

"Section 1. Title to public lands in the Trust Territory 
of the Pacific Illanda which are aituated in the Northern 
Mariana Island■ and which are actively uaed by the Trust 
Territory Gove.,,_nt ia hereby tranaferred to and veated 
in the Reaident C,-iaaioner . • , All other public landa 
situated in the Northern Mariana lalanda title to "'11ch 
i■ now ve-ated with the Truet Territory Govemaant and 
which have not been tranaferred to the legal entity 
crested by the Mariana Ialanda Diatrict t.eaialature 
according to Secretary of the Interior Order No. 2969 
shall vest in the Resident Co-iadoner " 

The t~anaferring to or vesting title to pµblic land• in the Resident 
co ... issioner 1a not a complete tranaaction. While the Secretarial 
Order may have tranaferred aoae inter.et in the property to the 
Resident Coiai■aioner, auch •• equitable title, it did not traN1fer 
full legal title. The legal title reaaiu with the Truat Territory. 
An equitable right become■ coaplete to receive leaal title by an 
appropriate ■ode of tran■fer and until that act 1■ perfor..d the land 
is not diapoaed of. 



Meaorandwa 

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

OFFICE OF THE SOLICITOR 
WASHINGTON , D .C. 202<10 

February 5,, 1979 

To: Director, Office of Territorial Affairs 

From: Aaaistsnt Solicitor, Territories 

Subject: Public Lands in the Northern Marians Islands 

This is in response to your memorandum of January 25, 1979, in which 
you ask if a fonial conveyance 1■ needed to transfer public land 
fro■ the Truat Territory to tha Marianas Public Land Corporation. 

The material aubaitted to this office does not contain any info.,;,,,.tion 
setting forth the position of the High Coaaisaioner ao we can only 
a&&uae what happened, In addition, we have no infonution concerning 
any correapondence or agre-nta that sight have been entered into 
between the Re■ident Comaia ■ioner and the High Coaai■aioner. Assuming 
that Kr. Rualt 1■ correct and that no written conveyance haa been made 
to the Mariana■ Public Land Corporation, it appear■ th.at the lilgh 
Coaia■ioner ha• taken the poaition that Secretarial Order 2989 
conve,ed the public landa in the Mariana Island• to the Resident 
COlaia■ioner. 

Part VII, Section 1 of S.O. 2989 atates: 

"Section 1. Title to public landa in the Trust Te rritory 
of the Pacific Ialanda which are aituated in the Northern 
Mariana Ialanda and which are actively uaed by the Trust 
Territory Governaent i■ her.by transferred to md veated 
in the Resident COlaiaaioaer . . . All other public l_anda 
situated in the Northern Mariana Ialanda title to which 
1■ now veated with the Trust Territory Coverna■nt and 
which have not been tranaferred to the legal entity 
created by the Mariana Ialanda Dietrict Legislature 
according to Secretary of the Interior Order No. 2969 
shall vest in the Reaident Co-iuioner " 

The transferring to or veatina title to public landa in the Resident 
Collllliaaioner 1■ not a coi■plete tranaaction. While the Secretarial 
Order may have tranaferred eOM inte....,t in th■ property to the 
Resident Coaai■■ioner, aucb u equitable title, it did not tranafer 
full legal title. The legal title reaaine vith the Trust Territory. 
An equitable right becomea coaplete to receive leaal title by IUl 
appropriate aode of tran■fer and until that act ia perforaed the land 
ls not diopoaed of. 

ft 

We have read Secretarial Or~• 2969 and 2989 and it ia our opinion 
that the Tnaat Territory -t tranafer the legal title of the lands to 
the liortben Mariana Ialmda b1 an appropriate in■ truaent. Such 

· inatr-t should describe the land in sufficient detail so that it 
can be recopi■ed and located. 

F-roa a practical atandpoint, the Karianu Public Lan~ Corporation would 
not kDov what lan.da vere beina tranaferred to it without a written 
instru•nt describing the land involved. 

C. arewater Chapman, Jr. 



... 
We have read Secretarial Or~• 2969 and 2989 and it 1• our opinion 
that tba Truat Tarrttory -t transfer the legal t i tle of the lands to 
the Northan, Mariana I■laDda by an appropriate instrument. Such 

· tnatr-t ahould describe the land in aufficient detail ao that it 
can b■ r■copia■d and located. 

Froa a p~actical atandpoint, th■ Harianaa Public Lan~ Corporation would 
not 11:Dow what land• -re being transferred to it without a written 
inotruant describing the land involved. 

'\ (' .. J -•. -- \,:, \. 

C. Bre.,.ter Chapman, Jr. 

----■ •-ff•INI 

TIUST TUll10IY Of TNI PAClflC ISLANDS 

TO Attornay G■naral 

Acting Chief of Lands 

SUUICT, Confirmation Deeds for Northern Mariana Islands 

OATS• March 16, 1979 
Serial :Ll8708 
Fil■ :178.88.2 

Baaed on all pa■ t diacua■ions with and corrupondence from your 
Office, we balieve tha Truat Territory Govarnment 1a atill taking 
the legal poaition that the operative doc.,_,t that divuted the 
Trust Terrltory Gov~t of title to public and alien landa in 
the Northern Mariana Ialanda waa Secretarial Ordar No. 2989. We 
concur to thia position from an edminiatrative point of vuiw in 
that if Order No. 2989 -re not the operative doc.,_,t than all 
of the homeatead quitclaim deed• and public land leaae ear-ta 
executed by the Reaident Cc-iaaionar between April 1, 1976 and 
January 9, 1978 would not be valid. The eclm1Diatrative and poaaibly 
legal conaequencea that would ariae from euch a rul:l.Da would indeed 
be difficult to cure. 

Accord:l.Daly, in accordance with recent diacuaaioaa bet-en -i.era 
and counaal of the Northam Karienae Public Land Corporation, :,our 
Offica and thia Diviaion, we have prepared a coufir.ation deed, which, 
if executed by both the High Commissioner and the Alien Property 
Custodian, will confirm that title to all public and alien lAnda in 
the "northern islands" and marine erus wu veated in the Raeident 
Coaniseioner as of Aprill, 1976. 

We hope to have a similar deed ready by March 23, 1979 confirlling title 
to all public and alien lands on Saipan Island. Tha deed■ for Tinian 
and Rota will take somewhat longer aa the aurveying and mapp:l.Da process 
is not yet. complete. 

We, then, ask that you review the draft dead (original and two (2) 
duplicate originals attached), and if it is found acceptable that it 
be executed by yourself as Alien Property Cuatodian. Pleaae then 
return all copies of the document to this Division for further 
processing. 

The format of the deed has not been reviewed by the Public Land 

~~~a~~?~ 
Dennis Pacht 

Attachments. a/s 
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TRUST TERRITOftYOF 111E PACIFIC ISLANDS 

Office o! the 8.1gb Commissioner 
Saipan, Marlana Islands 

-·• 

(I 
CONFIRMATION DEED 

KNOW ALL HEN BY THESE PRESENTS: THAT 

WHEREAS, Order No. 2989, issued by the Secretary of the Interior 

on March 24, 1976, administratively separated the Mariana Islands District 

from the rest of the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands and designated 

the new organizational entity as the Government of the Northern Mariana 

Islands of the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands with executive 

authority being vested in the R'isident Commiss ioner ; and 

WHEREAS, Part VII, Section l of said Order states in part that "Title 

to public lands ( located in the Northern Mariana I s lands) and which are 

actively used by the Trust Territory Government is hereby transferred to 

and vested in the Resident Commissioner (subject to continued use by the 

Trust Territory Government), and (all) other public lands situated in the 

Northern Mariana Islands title to which is now vested with the Trust 

Territory Government (not previously conveyed to a legal entity created 

pursuant to Secretarial Order No . 29 69) shall vest,in the Resident ·' 
Commissioner; and 

WHEREAS, this language was interpreted to mean that title to all public 

lands, as defjned in 67 TTC 1, and all alien lands, as defined in 27 TTC 1, 

in the Northern Mariana Islands passed to and was vested in the Resident 

Co111111issioner on the effective date of said Order No. 2989, such date being 
Aprill , 1976; and 

WHEREAS, in accorqance with such interpretation, the Resident 

Commissione r acted as the vested owner of all public and alien lands and 

made certain conveyances of t itle and grants of lesser interests; and 

WHEREAS, certain questions have subsequently arisen as to the 

e ffec t iveness of the vesting of title of all public and alien lands in 

t he Northern Mariana Islands in the Resident Commissioner. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, to forever remove any doubt as to the intentions 

or interests of the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, we, the High 

Commissioner and Alien Property Custodian of the Trust Territory of the 

Pacific Islands, as of the 1st day of Awil, 1976, have given, quitclaimed, 

ratified, approved, and confirmed, forever, unto the Resident Commissioner 

of the Government of the Northern Mariana Islands of the Trust Territory 

of the Pacific Islands, all right, title and . interest of the Government 

of the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands and the Alien Property 

Custod!an of the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands , in and to the 

following real property: 

A. All those lands located above the ordinary high water 

mark on the following islands located in the Northern 

Mariana Islands (formerly Mariana Islands District): 

• l. Farallon de Pajaros (Uracus), containing 2.564 sq. km; 

2. Maug (consisting of three (3) islands), containing 

2 . 147 sq. km; 

3. Asuncion, containi ng 7. 340 sq. km; 

4 . Agrihan, containing 43.504 sq . km; 

5. Pagan, containing 47.638 sq. km; 

6. Alamagan, containing ll. 569 sq. km; 

7. Guguan, containing 3.872 sq. km; 

·' 
8. Seriguan, containing 4.97> sq. km; 

9. Anatahan, containing 31.440 s q. , km; 

10. Farallon de Medinilla, containing 0.844 sq. km; and 

11. Aguijan (including Naftan Rock), containing 7.130 sq . km. 

B. All those lands located below the ordinary high water mark 

within the geographic 1,oundaries of the Northe~iana 

Islands (formerly Mariana Islands District), as hefined in 

Section 1(1) of Title 3 of the Trust Territory Code. 

SUBJECT to the condition that all contracts, lease agreements, 

easements, permits, licenses, and other forms of rights, privileges 

and obligations entered into or obtained by whomsoever prior to April l, . 
1976, and applicable to the conveyed lands, shall remain in force and 

2 of 3 



ll • • 
effect unt il their natural or legal termination, unless otherwise agreed 

to in writing by the involved parties. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I, in the name of the Govet'!'ment of the Trust 

Territory of the Pacific Isli,.nds, have caused this Confirmation Deed 

to be made. 

GIVEN under my band and official seal, this ______ day of 

19 

High Commissioner 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I,, the Alien Property Custodian of the Trust 

Territory of the Pacific Islands, have caused this Confirmation Deed 

to be made. 

GIVEN under my hand and official seal, this ______ day of 

----------· 19 --

Daniel J. High 

·' 
Alien Ptoperty Custodian 

' * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

RECORDING DAT:A 

Filed and recorded in Book ___ , Page ___ , this 

of ____________ , 19 __ , at _____ A.M./P.M. 
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Clerk of Courts 
Commonwealth of the Northern 
Mariana Islands 

day 
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Mi.A,.._,~ -L,.....,, L_._., -,,,_, U. ~ wy ,.... ,. ,,.,, 
.... 

Public Land Corporation 
P.O. lox 8 

Soipon, Mariano lllandl _, 

February 8, 1979 

- •"_,._,.. ,__ Mr. Kozo Yamada, Chief 
,_ c _ Division of Lands and Surveys 
::::;;,:, Trust Territory of the Pacific 

Islands 
Capitol Hill 
Saipan, CM 96950 

Dear Hr. Yamada : 

This is to confirm in writing the meeting held at your office on 
January 30, 1979, with respect to the Harianaa Public Land 
Corporation's request to receive fraa the Tr1111t Territory 
Government an inventory, together with survey descriptiona, Mps, 
and other pertinent land docwaenta, of aU public land• in the 
Northern Mariana Islands. Aa we agreed at that -ting, your 
office will. provide us with copies of such land doc.-nta and 
descriptions sometime this 1DOnth. 

In ~ddition, we agreed that the Trust Territory Government will 
execute a confirmation deed to such public lands in favor of the 
Marianas Public Land Corporation, the entity created by the 
Co111110nwealth Constitution to receive title to au public lands in 
the Northern Mariana Islands, in the name of the people of the 
Commonwealth. Such a deed will confirm the vesting of title of 
Northern Mariana Islands public lands made to the Resident 
Commissioner pursuant to Secretarial Order Ko. 2989. It will 
also specify by inventory and descriptions the different public 
lands that vested in the Resident Convnissioner by virtue of that 
Order, as well as clear up confusions or questions as to the 
title transfer based on that ·Order. 

We also discussed at · our meeting the question of liability that 
have arisen or may arise in the future in cOnnection to the titles 
to certain public lands vis a vis private claims to certain public. 
lands. We did not reach any agreement at that time as to who 
should be responsible regarding liability, and we felt that s uch 
question may have to be ultimately resolved with the United Stat 
Department of Interior. 

I 



Marianas Publle Land Corporation 
P.O. Boa 8 

Salpon, Mariano lllancll _, 

Hr. Kozo Yamada, Chief 
Division of Lands and Surveys 
Trust Territory of the Pacific 

Islands 
Capitol Hill 
Saipan, CH 96950 

Dear Hr, Yamada: 

February 8, 1979 

This is to confirm in writina the meeting held at your office on 
Janllllry 30, 1979, with respect to the HarianA■ Public Land 
Corporation'■ request to receive frcm the Tru■t Territory 
GowmMnt an inventory, toptber with survey descriptions, asps, 
and other pertinent land ~t■, of all public land■ in the 
Nol!'tbltm llal'iane I■ lan". Aa we agreed at that -ting, your 
office vill. p&'Oride u■ with copies of such land docWNnt■ and 
daacriptiona ■cmetime thi■ 110Dth. 

In •ddition, we agreed that the Trust Territory Government will 
execute s confirmation deed to such public lands in favor of the 
Marianas Public Land Corporation, the entity created by the 
Conmonwealth Constitution to receive title to all public lands in 
the Northern Mariana Islands, in the name of the people of the 
Connonwealth. Such a deed will confirm the veatina of title of 
Northern Mariana Islands public lands made to the Resident 
Commissioner pursuant to Secretarial Order No. 2989. It will 
also specify by inventory and descriptions the different public 
lands that vested in the Resident Commissioner by virtue of that 
Order, as well as clear up confusions or questions as to the 
title transfer baaed on that ·Order. 

We also discussed at· our meeting the question of liability that 
have arisen or may arise in the future in connection to the titles 
to certain public lands vis a vis private claims to certain public. 
lands. We did not reach any agreement at that time as to who 

f 

should be responsible regarding liability, and we felt that such -'!-",. 
question may have to be ultimately resolved with the United Stat \ n / / 110'• -.,_ 
Department of Interior. \ ,· 4} 1/ ~ )\ 

RECEIVED -~ \ 

Hr. Kozo Yamada 
Page 2 
February 8, 1979 

We greatly appreciate your furnishing this office with the land 
inventory, maps, survey descriptions, and other pertinent land 
doc1.111ents of Northern Marianas public lands. Thank you for all 
your kind assistance. 

cc: Chairman of the Board, HPLC 
Attorney General, TTPI 

Very truly yours, 

Pedro A. Tenorio 
Executive Director 



Mr. Kozo Yamada 
Page 2 
February 8, 1979 

We greatly appreciate your furnishing this office with the land 
inventory, maps, survey descriptions, and other pertinent land 
doc1.111ents of Northern 'Marianas public lands. Thank y_ou for all 
your kind assistance. 

cc: Chairman of the Board, HPLC 
Attorney General, TTPI 

Very truly yours, 

Pedro A. Tenorio 
Executive Director 

tuiaiaS i,JBLIC LAIID ~ 
((ommont..,raltb of tbr Jlortbtrn ~ ,Ma$ 

etfiu of ltJt 6obfrnor 

January ll, 1979 

High C011111is■ioner 

Trust Territory of 
Office of tha High 
Saipan, CM 96950 

the Pac. Ialanda 
Commissioner 

Dear High C.,_i■■ioner Winkel: 

Receipt of the letter of December 11, 1978 ~f Nr. Ko&o Y-4A, 
chief of Land• and Survey, ia hereby ackn""1ed9ed• 

Please be advised that the Marianas Public 1-4 Co~ation 
re■pectfully di■agreea with your position~ no 4ae4 i• required 
to be iuued by the Tru■t Territory of the lacific Island•. 

Secretarial Order No. 2918, Part V tranef___. tit:l.e to public 
land• and VHtad it in the United Stata• ~ c::-iaaianar 
for the Northern Mariana Ielanda. 110 fo,cad -~ce - ..... 

Secretarial Order No. 2969, Sllcti.ona 1 and• pzari.ded tbat "Upan 
request, the High c.-taeioner is authori&ed end directed, 
subject to valid existing rights, to transfer end con-y, pursuant 
to the provisions of thi• order, to each district le9al antity 
all right, title and interest of the ao-t of the Trust 
Territory of th• Pacific Ielande in public l-4e ... • Section 5 
reserved types of land which were not tr~ ea did Section 
6 . Section 7 required the High ec.aia•i- to aal<e the conveyance 
without unreaa6nable delay. As Section 7 --4 the powers and 
duties of the Division of Landa and Surve,a r99arding public 
land• mentioned in thi• Order, Mr. y....sa•• reply cannot serve 
any purpose (eg. ratification, acknovladga■nt, etc.). 110. con
veyance has been made to date although proper request wee mad• on 
November 27, 1978. 

Secretarial Order No. 2989 , Part II, SactiaD l vested th• executive 
authority of the Government of the Northern Mariana Islands in a 
United State• Resident CoaaiHioner. Part VII, Section 1 provided 
that title to public land• ■hall vast in tlle U.S. --•ident 
ec-i■■ionar. No conveyance was ...Se aitllar to the Onita<! State• 

,_.. 



JillT.S ~I.IC I.AJID coaPO--nwlfj 
<ommontJraltfJ of dJt Jlortl)rm ~ Jidanbs 

etticr of tlJt t)obtrnor 

January ll, l979 

The Hon. Adrian P. Winkel 
High ConniHioner 
Truat Territory of the Pac. Islands 
Office of the High commissioner 
SAip-,,, CM 96950 

Doar High C.-i■aioner Winkel: 

Roceipt of the letter of December 11, 1978 c.f Mr. -ICDzo Yu,ada, 
chief of Land• and Survey, is hereby acknowl..sged. 

Ple ... be adviaed that tha Marianaa Public Land Co~ation 
ra■pectfully diaegr••• with your po■ition tbat no deed is required 
to be i■■ued by tha Tru■t Territory of tha '9cific I■l.Anda. 

aecntarial Oder 110. 2918, Part V transf___. title to public 
landa and veated it in tha United State■~ c:-i■■ioner 
fo,: tbe 110rtbem llariana l■landa. 110 fomal ~-c• _. aada. 

secntarial Order 110. 2969, secti.ana land• pzoridad that "Upon 
reque■t, the Hi911 ~•■ioner i■ authoriz■d and directed, 
aubject to valid eai■ting right■, to tran■f■r and con-Y• pur■uant 
to tha provi■i_. of this Order, to each di■trict 1-c)al entity 
all right, title and intare■t of the Qow,-t of tha Tru■t 
Territory of tha Pacific I■landa in public 1-4■ ••• • section 5 
reeerved type■ of land which -r• not traaafernd a■ did Section 
6. section 7 required the High co-ia■ioeer to aalte the conveyancs 
without unrea■onabl• delay. Aa Section 7 n'IOlutd th• power• and 
dU:tie■ of the Divi■ion e>f Landa and surve,. regarding public 
land• mentioned in thi• Order, Mr. Yuada'• reply cannot aerve 
any purpo■e (eg. ratification, acknovledc;iaent, etc.). ~ con
veyance haa been -de to date altho1>9h pnper request waa aade on 
November 27, 1978. 

secretarial Order No. 2989 , Part II, section l ve■ted th• executive 
authority of the Government of the Northan Mariana Ialand• in a 
bnitad state• 11118aident c.-iaaioner. Part VII, section 1 provided 
that title to public land■ ■hall ve■t in the u. s. Re■ident 
o:-iaaioner. No conveyance wa■ made eitller to tha United Stat•• 

,., . 

The Hon. Adrian P. Winkel 
January 11, 1979 
Page 2 

• 
R.ealdent Coanisaioner or from him. The poaition of U.S. Raaident 
C.-iaaioner terminated January 9, 1978. 

Article XI, Section l of the Ccam>onwealth Conatitution declare• 
lhat ■ubject lands are public lands that belong collectively to 
the people of the Cc-,nwealth who are of Northern Mariana■ 

de■cent. Section 3 give• juriadiction over all but aul:aerged 
land to the Marianas Public Land Corporation which act• aa a 
truatee of public lands for the people of the C,-inwealth. 

l'he owner of real property can diveat hia■elf of title thereto 
only in acme manner preacribed by law and the appropriate -thod 
of m&king a voluntary tranafer of real property ie by deed. 
Although the Secretarial Order■ .,.y be given legal effect a■ a 
contract to convey land they are not proper to oonvey title to 
land. The High C.-iuioner and the Alien Property cu■todian 
heve held title to the public land■• 'l'heir aignatur•• a• granter• 
are ••••ntial to the validity of any tran■fer of real property. 
The Secretary of Interior .. y have authority to order tha con
veyance but lac:lta the legal ~ity of grutor. Aa a conveyance 
ia not effective until delivery it i■ abYiowo fr- the aft911611e 
in SecNtarial Order No. 2969, Sectiona 1, 4 and 7 that thia _. 
not intended to be a deed of conw,yanoe but aaly the autboriutiaa 
to grant one. It i■ ••■-ti&l for• writing to be operative aa a 
legal conveyance that the lancf granted -■t be deec:ribed with 
sufficient definitane■• and certainty to le>cate it and di■tingui■h • 
i~ frc:m other lands. 'l'he majority rule of 1- give■ effect to 
such language aa "all my land", "all public land", etc., only 
where it appear■ that the granter ovn■ only one piece of property 
t o which the deacription can apply. The public land in the 
Ccaaonwealth can not be protected by 57 T.T.C. 11202 without an 
adequate deacri~tion contained in a recordable conveyance. 

For the above reasons, we repeat our requeat that your government 
prepare and ■ublllit a formal conveyance of all right■, title and 
interest of the Trust Territory of the Pacific I•land■ in public 
lands located in the Commonwealth of th• Northern Mariana Island■ • 
l'ha conveyance should adequately 'deacribe the land• conveyed 
naming the Marianas Public Land Corporation on behalf (or in 
truat for) of the People of the c,-,nwealth of tha Northam 
Mariana Islands. 

Aa an interim measure, plea■• aupply ua with an inventory li■ting, 
da■cribing all public land■ in the c-,wealth. 



The Hon. Adrian P. Winkel 
January 11, 1979 
Page 2 

Realdent Coanisaioner or !rem him. The poaition o! U.S . Reaidant 
~••ioner terminated January 9, 1978. 

Article XI, Section 1 of the Ccmmonwealth Constitution declare• 
that au.bject lands are pu.blic lands that belong collectively to 
the people of the C.-onwealth who are of Northern Marianas 
deacent. Section 3 give• juriediction over all but aubmerged 

. land to the Harianu Pu.blic Land Corporation which acts a■ a 
~ruatee o! pu.blic lands tor the people of the C.->nwealth. 

'lbe ownar of real property can diveat hiaaelf of title thereto 
only in a.- 1111N1er preacrilled by law and the appropriate -thod 
of malting a volWltary tranafer of real property i■ by deed . 
IU.though the Secretarial Orders -y be given legal effect as a 
contract to convey land they are not proper to oonvey title to 
land. The High Ccmaiaaioner and the Alien Property custodian 
haw held title to the pu.blic lands. Their aignatures as grantors 
are e■Nntial to the validity of any transfer of real property. 
'lbe Secretary of Interior -y ha,,. authority to order the con
vey- but lacks tbe legal ~ity of gru,tor. As a con,,.yanca 
is not effectiw until deli-,. it is mw1oua f~ the language 
1A ~ order IID. 2969, le~ 1, 4 end 7 that this vu 
not intudN to be a dM4 of conw,y- bl& only the euthorication 
to gru,t one. It is eaNDtial for a vritin9 to .be operative u a 
le9al conveyance that the lend granted _.t be described with 
sufficient definitenesa and certainty to locate it and distinguieh 
1!; froa other lands. The majority rule of law gives effect to 
such lanCJWlge u "all Jll'f land", "all public lend", etc., only 
when it appear• that the grantor owns only one piece of property 
to which the deecription can apply. The public land in the 
ec-.nvealth can not be protected by 57 T.T.C. 11202 without an 
adequate deacription contained in a recordable conveyance. 

Por the above reaaona, we repeat our requeat that your governmant 
prepare and await a formal conveyance of all right■, title and 
intere■t of the Trust Territory of the Pacific I■lands in pu.blic 
land■ located in the C01111110nwealth of the Northern Mariana Island,. 
The conveyance ahould adaqwately ·deacribe the lands conveyed 
naming the Marianas Pu.blic Land Corporation on behalf (or in 
truat tor) ot the People of the CC....nwealth ot the Northern 
llariana

0

Ialands. 

As an interilll meaaure, pleaaa supply u■ with an inventory listing, 
describing all pu.blic land• in the C.-.nweelth. 

'n'le Hon. Adrian P. Winkel 
January ll, 1979 
Page 3 

• 
Your cooperation , underatanding and ianediate reaponH to thia 
request will be most highly appreciated . 

Thank you . 

Pu.blic 

cc: 
secretary of Interior 
Speaker, House NIil Legialature 
President, Senate NMI Legislature 
Governor, NM1 . __.,.,... 
Kozo Yamada, TT ~ 
GNNI Waahington Repreaentativee 
Con9reaaman Phillip Burton 



VAIIIBTY Ne .. • Vien. 11, 1975. Vol . ,. No., 

DistAD . . Public 
Lands ~ivel"Slip Bill 

SAIPAN, (HNS)-~-A bill 
"designating the entity to 
receive, hold and administer 
public lands" in the Maria
nas to be returned by the 
High Commissioner has been 
signed into law by District 
Administrator Francisco C. 
Ada. Ada signed t~e bill 
Wednesday (April 9). 

Secretarial Order 2969 is
sued by Interior Secretary 
Rogers C.B. Morton December 
26, 1974, returns public 
lands to Micronesian control 

after each district legiala
tQre enact legislation based 
en U.S. land policy. 
• ·The bill acknowledges that 
the Secretarial Order re
serves to the Trust Terri
tory government "u n t i 1 
separate administration or 
termination of the Tr,1stee
ship 11 whichever comes first, 
t h e "paramount power of 
eminent domain to take lands 
for public pu tposes . pu rsuani: 
to land" and also gives the 
TT Government "the right to 
regulate all activities af-

tecting conservation, nAvi
gation. or cormnerce in and 
to ·ch e· navigable waters; 
tidelands, submerged lands 
and lagoons •.• ", provided 
that the TT Government does 
not "interfere with the 
exercise of all prior tradi
tional rights in and to such 
lands." 

According 
members of 
Public L a 
shall be: 

to :· h e bill , 
t h e Marianas 

n li C'1rporation 

· - The Mayors of Saipan, 
Io ta and Tini an; 

-Sixteen persons appointed 
by the Marianas District 
Legislature, n o more than -
eight of whom shall be mem
bers of the legislature and 
at least two of whom shall 
be representatives of the 
United Carolinian Associ
ation; 

-Fifteen persons appointed 
by the Municipal Council of 
Saipan, no more than seven 
of whom shall be members of 
the Council; 

-Nine persons appointed by 
the Municipal Council of 
Iota; no more than four of 
whom shall be members of the 
Counc 11 ; and 

-Seven persons appointed 
by the Municipal Council of 
Tinian, no more than three 
of whom shall be members of 
the Council . 

Revenues generated from 
the use, sale, disposition 
and administration of the 
Trust Lands shall be de-

' posited in the General Fund 
of the Mariana Islands Dis
trict Legislature, according 
to the b.ill. 

The Legislature is also 
empowered to "enact laws 
providing for the exercise 
Of t he power of eminent 
domain, creating adjudi
ca~ory bodtes for settlement 
of claims to title or rights 
fo 1 the lands transferred and 
establishing a program for 
.homesteading on the land 
transferred to the district 
le1?:al entit,·." 

The Bill i s now Public Law Mo. 100- 11175. 
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