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ALOHA. THANK YOU FOR INVITING ME TO ADDRESS ISSUES OF
CONCERN ' TO: THE SENIOR CITIZENS NOT.JUST, TN MYEHOME STATE OF

HAWAII BUT ACROSS OUR NATION AS WELL.

AS CHAIRMAN OF THE SENATE SUBCOMMITTEE ON COMMUNICATIONS, I
AM AWARE OF THE IMPACT THE ELECTRONIC AGE HAS ON EACH AND
EVERY CITIZEN. THIS IS BECAUSE WE ARE NO LONGER AN
AGRICULTURAL OR A MANUFACTURING ECONOMY BUT A SERVICE

ECONOMY .

THIS IS TRUE FOR BOTH THE STATE OF HAWAII AND THE UNITED
STATES, WITH COMMUNICATIONS ASSUMING PARAMOUNT IMPORTANCE.,
ALL SECTORS OF THE ECONOMY DEPEND ON TELECOMMUNICATIONS:

WE HAVE ARRIVED AT THE STATE WHERE EVERYTHING --
PHOTOGRAPHS, INVOICES, TELEVISION PROGRAMS AND HUMAN SPEECH
-— CAN BE ENCODED AS DATA TO BE RELAYED AND MANIPULATED

THROUGH COMPUTERS.




TELECOMMUNICATIONS IS MORE THAN AN INFRASTRUCTURE. IT IS

THE HEART OF EVERY DEVELOPED ECONOMY IN THE WORLD.

A WORD, NOW, ABOUT THE IMPORTANCE OF SENIOR CITIZENS IN OUR

SOCIETY. IT HAS OFTEN BEEN SAID THAT OUR CHILDREN ARE OUR
BEST RESOURCE AND OUR BEST HOPE FOR A BRIGHTER FUTURE. I
ALSO CONSIDER THOSE WHO POSSESS THE VAST BREADTH AND DEPTH
OF EXPERIENCE THAT COMES WITH AGE TO BE A MOST VALUABLE
RESOURCE WITH MUCH TO CONTRIBUTE TO OUR COMMUNITY. WE NEED
OUR SENIOR CITIZENS TO REMIND THE COMMUNITY WHERE WE HAVE
BEEN AND TO COUNSEL SOCIETY ON HOW FAR IT HAS TO GO TO
ACHIEVE ITS GOALS. OUR CHILDREN ARE OUR IMMORTALITY. BUT
IN THEIR VEINS RUNS THE BLOOD OF THEIR ELDERS WHO GAVE THEM
LIFE.  AND: SENTOR: CIERTZRNSG ¢ e MYSELEATENCLUBDED ¢ it
SHOULD BE THE SOURCE OF INSPRIRATION, GUIDANCE AND
ENCOURAGEMENT TO THOSE WHO WILL LEAD US TOWARDS A BETTER

TOMORROW .

I MENTIONED EARLIER THE IMPORTANCE OF COMMUNICATION IN OUR

SERVICE-ORIENTED ECONOMY. COMMUNICATION IS ALSO IMPORTANT

FOR ANYONE WHO ACTIVELY PARTICIPATES IN THE AFFAIRS OF HIS

COMMUNITY. COMMUNICATION FOSTERS UNDERSTANDING, AWARENESS
AND KNOWLEDGE. THUS, THE INFORMED PERSON HAS THE ADVANTAGE
OF INFLUENCING DECISIONS AND EVENTS THAT AFFECT HIS LIFE,

HIS COMMUNITY AND THE FUTURE OF HIS CHILDREN,




WHEN YOU INVOLVE YOURSELF IN THE DECISION-MAKING PROCESS,

YOU ARE, IN EFFECT, FULFILLING YOUR OBLIGATION AS AN

AMERICAN CITIZEN., WE ARE ALL OBLIGATED TO PARTICIPATE IN
THE DEMOCRATIC PROCESS BECAUSE, HOWEVER IMPERFECT, DEMOCRACY
IS OUR WAY OF LIFE. IT IS THE SYSTEM UPON WHICH WE

BASE OUR IDEALS AND OUR PRINCIPLES. AND WITHOUT OUR IDEALS
AND OUR PRINCIPLES, THERE IS NOTHING SPECIAL OR WORTHY TO

DEFEND.

WE CAN INVOLVE OURSELVES IN THE DEMOCRATIC PROCESS IN ANY
NUMBER OF WAYS. WE CAN ENGAGE IN DISCOURSE AND DEBATE IN
SO-CALLED TOWN MEETINGS, MUCH AS THE EARLY SETTLERS DID AT
THE MASSACHUSETTS BAY COLONY IN THE MID-1600'S. 1IN THOSE
DAYS, ATTENDANCE WAS MANDATORY AND ABSENTEES WERE FINED.
THOMAS JEFFERSON'S VIRGINIA DID NOT SUBSCRIBE TO THIS
DEMOCRATIC SYSTEM BUT HE NEVERTHELESS PRAISED THE TOWN
MEETING AS "THE WISEST INVENTION EVER DEVISED BY THE WIT OF

MAN FOR THE PERFECT EXERCISE OF GOVERNMENT."

WE CAN ALSO PETITION OUR GOVERNMENT WITH A LIST OF OUR
GRIEVANCES. AND WE CAN EXCERCISE PERHAPS THE MOST POWERFUL
INSTRUMENT OF DEMOCRACY -- THE POWER OF THE BALLOT. WE SAW
HOW "PEOPLE POWER" IN THE PHILIPPINES TRANSFORMED THAT
COUNTRY IN 1986, JUST THIS YEAR, WE WITNESSED THE MOMENTOUS
CALL FOR CHANGE IN SOUTH AFRICA, WITH THE OVERWHELMING
APPROVAL OF A REFERENDUM ENDORSING CURRENT NEGOTIATIONS FOR

A MULTI-RACIAL AND DEMOCRATIC CONSTITUTION.




THE BALLOT BOX CAN WIELD ENORMOUS POWER AND INFLUENCE BEYOND
THAT 'OF 'THE BAYONET . OR THE BARREL' OF: A GUN.' As VOTE THAT /IS
CAST IS AN THE EXPRESSION OF THE WILL OF THE PEOPLE. WHEN
PEOPLE EXERCISE THEIR RIGHT TO VOTE, THEY DEMONSTRATE THEIR
DESIRE TO HELP SHAPE THE COURSE AND DIRECTION OF THEIR

COMMUNITY, AND THEIR COUNTRY.

WHILE I HAVE WORKED TO ADDRESS ISSUES OF SPECIFIC CONCERN TO

SENIOR CITIZENS, THERE HAVE ALSO BEEN ISSUES WHICH TOUCH ON

ALL AMERICANS, REGARDLESS OF AGE. I RECENTLY WORKED OUT AN
AGREEMENT TO BUILD A VETERANS HOSPITAL ON THE GROUNDS OF THE
TRIPLER ARMY MEDICAL CENTER. I WAS ABLE TO WIN APPROVAL OF
A NUTRITION SERVICES PROGRAM FOR ELDERLY NATIVE HAWAIIANS.

I HAVE CONSISTENTLY FOUGHT AGAINST CUTS IN THE TWIN PILLARS
FOR SENIOR CITIZENS -- SOCIAL SECURITY AND MEDICARE. I WILL
CONTINUE TO SUPPORT EFFORTS TO PREVENT STATES WHICH IMPOSE
THE SO-CALLED "SOURCE TAX," WHICH IS AN INCOME TAX ON THE
PENSION INCOME OF INDIVIDUALS WHO ARE NOT RESIDENTS OF THAT
STATE. AND I WILL NOT GIVE UP THE FIGHT TO ELIMINATE THE
DISCREPANCY IN SOCIAL SECURITY BENEFITS RECEIVED BY THOSE

BORN BETWEEN THE YEARS 1917 AND 1926.

OF GENERAL INTEREST THIS YEAR TO ALL AMERICANS WAS THE
SENATE'S PASSAGE OF WHAT IS CONSIDERED THE NUMBER ONE
CONSUMER BILL BEFORE THE CONGRESS THIS YEAR -- THE CABLE
TELEVISON CONSUMER PROTECTION ACT OF 1991. JIHIS BIRL,
WHICH I COSPONSORED, PROPOSES TO SCALE BACK EXCESSIVE CABLE

RATES AND PROMOTE COMPETITION IN THE CABLE INDUSTRY.




I HAVE ALSO PUSHED FOR A NATION-WIDE STUDY ON WHETHER TO

GRANT TAX BREAKS TO THOUSANDS WHO LIVE ON LEASE LAND.

I AM HEARTENED TO SEE OUR ELDERLY —-- THE "NA KUPUNA" --

CONTINUE TO TAKE SUCH AN ACTIVE INTEREST IN THE AFFAIRS OF

OUR GOVERNMENT. YOUR PARTICIPATION IS MOST WELCOME, AND
MOST URGENT. AS A+ SENIOR CITIZEN MYSELF -- I CAN ATTEST TO
THE WILLINGNESS AND ABILITY OF SENIORS TO CONTRIBUTE TO OUR
SOCIETY. WHEN WE COMBINE OUR SKILLS, WISDOM AND OUR ENERGY
WE CAN MEET ANY CHALLENGE, AND SECURE ANY GOAL. I COMMEND

YOU FOR YOUR EFFORTS TO SERVE OUR COMMUNITY. ALOHA.
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ALOHA., THANK YOU FOR INVITING ME TO ADDRESS ISSUES OF
CONCERN TO THE SENIOR CITIZENS NOT JUST IN MY HOME STATE OF

HAWAII BUT ACROSS OUR NATION AS WELL.

AS CHAIRMAN OF THE SENATE SUBCOMMITTEE ON COMMUNICATIONS, I
AM AWARE OF THE IMPACT THE ELECTRONIC AGE HAS ON EACH AND
EVERY CITIZEN. THIS IS BECAUSE WE ARE NO LONGER AN
AGRICULTURAL OR A MANUFACTURING ECONOMY BUT A SERVICE

ECONOMY .

THIS IS TRUE FOR BOTH THE STATE OF HAWAII AND THE UNITED
STATES, WITH COMMUNICATIONS ASSUMING PARAMOUNT IMPORTANCE.
ALL SECTORS OF THE ECONOMY DEPEND ON TELECOMMUNICATIONS:

WE HAVE ARRIVED AT THE STATE WHERE EVERYTHING --
PHOTOGRAPHS, INVOICES, TELEVISION PROGRAMS AND HUMAN SPEECH
-— CAN BE ENCODED AS DATA TO BE RELAYED AND MANIPULATED

THROUGH COMPUTERS.




TELECOMMUNICATIONS IS MORE THAN AN INFRASTRUCTURE. IT IS

THE HEART OF EVERY DEVELOPED ECONOMY IN THE WORLD,

A WORD, NOW, ABOUT THE IMPORTANCE OF SENIOR CITIZENS IN OUR
SOCIETY. IT HAS OFTEN BEEN SAID THAT OUR CHILDREN ARE OUR

BEST RESOURCE AND OUR BEST HOPE FOR A BRIGHTER FUTURE. I

ALSO CONSIDER THOSE WHO POSSESS THE VAST BREADTH AND DEPTH

OF EXPERIENCE THAT COMES WITH AGE TO BE A MOST VALUABLE
RESOURCE WITH MUCH TO CONTRIBUTE TO OUR COMMUNITY. WE NEED
OUR SENIOR CITIZENS TO REMIND THE COMMUNITY WHERE WE HAVE
BEEN AND TO COUNSEL SOCIETY ON HOW FAR IT HAS TO GO TO
ACHIEVE ITS GOALS. OUR CHILDREN ARE OUR IMMORTALITY. BUT
IN THEIR VEINS RUNS THE BLOOD OF THEIR ELDERS WHO GAVE THEM
LIEE, " AND. SENFOR iCTTIAENS &3 o MYSEDE - INCLUDEDR s <. .
SHOULD BE THE SOURCE OF INSPRIRATION, GUIDANCE AND
ENCOURAGEMENT TO THOSE WHO WILL LEAD US TOWARDS A BETTER

TOMORROW,

I MENTIONED EARLIER THE IMPORTANCE OF COMMUNICATION IN OUR

SERVICE-ORIENTED ECONOMY. COMMUNICATION IS ALSO IMPORTANT

FOR ANYONE WHO ACTIVELY PARTICIPATES IN THE AFFAIRS OF HIS

COMMUNITY . COMMUNICATION FOSTERS UNDERSTANDING, AWARENESS
AND KNOWLEDGE. THUS, THE INFORMED PERSON HAS THE ADVANTAGE
OF INFLUENCING DECISIONS AND EVENTS THAT AFFECT HIS LIFE,

HIS COMMUNITY AND THE FUTURE OF HIS CHILDREN,




WHEN YOU INVOLVE YOURSELF IN THE DECISION-MAKING PROCESS,
YOU ARE, IN EFFECT, FULFILLING YOUR OBLIGATION AS AN
AMERICAN CITIZEN, WE ARE ALL OBLIGATED TO PARTICIPATE IN
THE DEMOCRATIC PROCESS BECAUSE, HOWEVER IMPERFECT, DEMOCRACY
IS OUR WAY. OF LIFE. IT IS THE SYSTEM UPON WHICH WE

BASE OUR IDEALS AND OUR PRINCIPLES., AND WITHOUT OUR IDEALS
AND OUR PRINCIPLES, THERE IS NOTHING SPECIAL OR WORTHY TO

DEFEND.

WE CAN INVOLVE OURSELVES IN THE DEMOCRATIC PROCESS IN ANY
NUMBER OF WAYS. WE CAN ENGAGE IN DISCOURSE AND DEBATE IN
SO-CALLED TOWN MEETINGS, MUCH AS THE EARLY SETTLERS DID AT
THE MASSACHUSETTS BAY COLONY IN THE MID-1600'S. IN THOSE
DAYS, ATTENDANCE WAS MANDATORY AND ABSENTEES WERE FINED.
THOMAS JEFFERSON'S VIRGINIA DID NOT SUBSCRIBE TO THIS
DEMOCRATIC SYSTEM BUT HE NEVERTHELESS PRAISED THE TOWN
MEETING AS "THE WISEST INVENTION EVER DEVISED BY THE WIT OF

MAN FOR THE PERFECT EXERCISE OF GOVERNMENT,"

WE CAN ALSO PETITION OUR GOVERNMENT WITH A LIST OF OUR
GRIEVANCES. AND WE CAN EXCERCISE PERHAPS THE MOST POWERFUL
INSTRUMENT OF DEMOCRACY -- THE POWER OF THE BALLOT. WE SAW

HOW "PEOPLE POWER" IN THE PHILIPPINES TRANSFORMED THAT

COUNTRY IN 1986, JUST THIS YEAR, WE WITNESSED THE MOMENTOUS

CALL FOR CHANGE IN SOUTH AFRICA, WITH THE OVERWHELMING
APPROVAL OF A REFERENDUM ENDORSING CURRENT NEGOTIATIONS FOR

A MULTI-RACIAL AND DEMOCRATIC CONSTITUTION.




THE BALLOT BOX CAN WIELD ENORMOUS POWER AND INFLUENCE BEYOND
THAT OF THE BAYONET OR THE BARREL OF A GUN. A VOTE THAT IS
CAST IS AN THE EXPRESSION OF THE WILL OF THE PEOPLE. WHEN
PEOPLE EXERCISE THEIR RIGHT TO VOTE, THEY DEMONSTRATE THEIR
DESIRE TO HELP SHAPE THE COURSE AND DIRECTION OF THEIR

COMMUNITY, AND THEIR COUNTRY.

WHILE I HAVE WORKED TO ADDRESS ISSUES OF SPECIFIC CONCERN TO
SENIOR CITIZENS, THERE HAVE ALSO BEEN ISSUES WHICH TOUCH ON
ALL AMERICANS, REGARDLESS OF AGE. I RECENTLY WORKED OUT AN
AGREEMENT TO BUILD A VETERANS HOSPITAL ON THE GROUNDS OF THE
TRIPLER ARMY MEDICAL CENTER., I WAS ABLE TO WIN APPROVAL OF
A NUTRITION SERVICES PROGRAM FOR ELDERLY NATIVE HAWAIIANS.

I HAVE CONSISTENTLY FOUGHT AGAINST CUTS IN THE TWIN PILLARS
FOR SENIOR CITIZENS -- SOCIAL SECURITY AND MEDICARE. I WILL
CONTINUE TO SUPPORT EFFORTS TO PREVENT STATES WHICH IMPOSE
THE SO-CALLED "SOURCE TAX," WHICH IS AN INCOME TAX ON THE
PENSION INCOME OF INDIVIDUALS WHO ARE NOT RESIDENTS OF THAT
STATE. AND I WILL NOT GIVE UP THE FIGHT TO ELIMINATE THE
DISCREPANCY IN SOCIAL SECURITY BENEFITS RECEIVED BY THOSE

BORN BETWEEN THE YEARS 1917 AND 1926.

OF GENERAL INTEREST THIS YEAR TO ALL AMERICANS WAS THE
SENATE'S PASSAGE OF WHAT IS CONSIDERED THE NUMBER ONE

CONSUMER BILL BEFORE THE CONGRESS THIS YEAR -- THE CABLE

TELEVISON CONSUMER PROTECTION ACT OF 1991. THLS BEBL,

WHICH I COSPONSORED, PROPOSES TO SCALE BACK EXCESSIVE CABLE

RATES AND PROMOTE COMPETITION IN THE CABLE INDUSTRY.




I HAVE ALSO PUSHED FOR A NATION-WIDE STUDY ON WHETHER TO

GRANT TAX BREAKS TO THOUSANDS WHO LIVE ON LEASE LAND.

I AM HEARTENED TO SEE OUR ELDERLY —-- THE "NA KUPUNA" --

CONTINUE TO TAKE SUCH AN ACTIVE INTEREST IN THE AFFAIRS OF

OUR GOVERNMENT, YOUR PARTICIPATION IS MOST WELCOME, AND
MOST URGENT. AS ATSENTIOR CITIZENMYSELE ==t T, CAN ATTEST TO
THE WILLINGNESS AND ABILITY OF SENIORS TO CONTRIBUTE TO OUR
SOCIETY. WHEN WE COMBINE OUR SKILLS, WISDOM AND OUR ENERGY
WE CAN MEET ANY CHALLENGE, AND SECURE ANY GOAL. I COMMEND

YOU FOR YOUR EFFORTS TO SERVE OUR COMMUNITY. ALOHA.




