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A BRLIEF KRECAP

OF
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A BRIEF RECAP CF IHE z8th LEGISLATURE

Witn & display of powmp tnat far outaistancea any snow put on
by Republican dominated sessions, the Lemocrats aarcned into loleni
falece on Veanesdey, February lo, 1955 like conguering Hawailan novules
of oia. Witain 10 ainutes, however, Hebden Porteus, former majority
flocr lezder, began cal_ing the Democrets down I .r faiiure to adnere
to legisliative customs and perliamentary procecure. Fugushimea shouted,
"Is this an indication of things to come?" In .oogking beck over the
records of tne «8th legislature, perhaps early Hepubiican doubt &s to
tne abilities and expe.iences of the young Lemccreats was weli founded.
Let us review brieily, tnen, in chronologicai coruer, tne proceedings
of this ieglislature, zna attempt to estaztiish some conclusions.

It was obviovus at tne beg.nning of ine session tnat the Lewo-
crats were not sciia on several fey issues. blll Heen, for iastance,
was adamant .n nis refusal to support one Dewocrst issue -- the iiguor
easpect of Home Rule. This was somewnat reainiscent of "opening daay"
LWO yesars ago wnen & coaiition of eight ke_.uciicéns tecdieu up with
eleven Lemocrats tc counfound the wajority party in tne House. Heen
ailso refused "to go slong with majority voies in caucus", leaving the

Democratic bloc soamewnat wes« in votling scuiusrity. in ta

)

end, how-
ever, it wes not rift between Senste Demccrets tnat aelayed leglslia-
tion, but zn unforseen split in the House. This too we shall elabor-
ate on later in the regort, &s the results may nave veen far-resching.
Governor Xing had forevecrnec tne Lemocrats that he cid not favor
& lar,e increese in taxec. This sprears te nave Lecn given siignt
regerd Ly the Lemos, as nc extensive effort was mede to bargain witn

the governor in spite of the fact tiat pesseége of a tax incresse
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Dy both houses was subject to the governcr's veto. 4pnis ill-rapport
between tne Democrats sna cnlel-executlive was 1lurther aggrevsted when
on Fetruary <%, King sutnorized tne mcving ol two voting "shanties®
Lo tne Paliace 1n order to provide more coifice space 1or the "iil-
treated" Reputlicans. This "acg-ncuseM incldent caused &an immediste
uproar on the part ¢l ange:ed [emocrats, while tne Republicans, who
haa comp.ained tnat the space provicec for tnem in the armory was' zror
the dogsﬁ sat back and gleefully watchea the Democrats seeth, uncble
to do anything apout this i0ss of yJrirciplie. Perhaps we can inter-
pret this too &s pelng & sign 01 tnings to come -- the Dewmocrats not
and bothered, tne Republiicans playing a cooi, waiting game.

By the second day, an avalanche ol almost 300 pil.s jammed the
House noprer. Hepubllicans made it gLnown pubiicliy that tnhey were
CEINg given "raw ueals" on commitliee assignuents, ninting tney were
not res. onsible should tiaings eventuaily be scrempiea. bespite thne
tremencous smount ol work to be dcne, end the dissatlisraction thnat
existed amcng commitiee members wno haa to do the work, members of
tne house 1tood 935 hours 1n an atiemytl LO 1ina out whno ileaked the
report 01 the Territorieli Commnlssion on Subversive Activities to
newsmen and Huvert Mcbhiratn, L.L.Ww.U. ragio comuentator. As can
be expecteu, the incident was tne putt of sarcastic news regoOruving
by botn dailies -- & factor that ala much in ainimlizing the importance
0l the lea<age gnd empnhasizing the smount ol time wasted.

The rirst week cf Mercn saw the governor's conservstive budget
under heavy lire Dy the Lemocrats, and & benate proposel in the ltorm
or a c&pter-measure,to revise all levies to raise sbout §8,000,000

in adaltional revenue. The HGEA Civil service plili served notice



that rough sledding wes aheaa as far as comnission membersaip and
re-ciassification were concerned. At the same time, Xaiser began
‘outting on the .ressure’with hopes of establishing another "colony™"
for tourists in the +siznds.

A scrap cver tne wordmen's compensation bill resulteu in the
House regudiating a "set" compromise. Ralph Beck of the Chamber of
Commerce was bitterly denounced for having the audacity to boast
that "his grouy had been responsible for spiitting Democratic House
ranss and bringing awbout a comprowise’. Qur young Democrats wanted
it u=zde gfnown thet they were not subject to cutside pressuring, and
tnat no one couic influence them to tne extent of telling them what
tc do. It is interesting to note that tnis action took plece shortly
af'ter reiteration of &n old Repubiican charge -- "The ILw0U exerts
tremendous pressure on the Democratic party...to the extent of having
compiete contrcl over it." Was this act merely a show of repudistion?

Rather tnan delving intc the mechsnics c¢f the compensation bill
nere, 1 shalli further elaborate on a numoer of reactions that 1
received wniie aown at the legisiature. One Hepublican chucxkled while
describing the situation as one ot Democrat "priae and frustration®.
Enotner individuzl of un«nown peclitical effiliation did not hesitate
in letting me gnow that "legisiation snouid never be voted tanrough
or xilieu because of anger or biid%a pride". A Democrat, on the
contrary, insisted that this was merely a step tc Xeep "Business
groups in line so tnat they won't nave the idea that they can get
what they want anytime." This inciaent wes particulerliy interesting,
as it was an indication, pernaps, of irrationality and lacK cf poli-

tical shrewdness on tne part of sowe of our LCemocratic leadcers.
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Home Ruie, meanwhiie, was being drumaed up as teing a major
issue. Democrats polished tneir cases and sought greater public
support, oput real interest in this, considering the tremendcous buila-
up in pu.licity invoived, seemed to be lacking. Theweagain, the gov-
ernor began insisting tnat along with home rule must be reapportion-
ment...scmething that the outer island legislsators did not desire.
Since the latter were in the majority, reapportionaent was very
improbabie, but seversl members expressed fear of public buildup

ailong this iine. So rataer thnan ccocntinue deuwands Ior home rule —-

[

specisliiy in regsrds to tne outer isiands, the cry gredually subsiued
witn fear of tuhe governor wsiing respporticrment & kig issue, and
the possibiiity of tuat) rather than Home Ruie, gaining public support.
Cn April 3rd, with <0 Legisiative aays reameining, & grezt desd
of legisiation was stilii pending. £ bLuuget, & tax structure, a rev-
ision of the C-ivil service lav, & iand reform program, a nuwmber of
lzbor ciils, and & truckload oi lesser legisliation hsda yet to be
pascea. The nouse finance committee was pilodding alcng, novwever,
confident of ceing abie to get the bucget throu.h beiore the session
ended. Upon questioning severa. Deamocrztc, one & member of the fin-
cnce committee, the repiy was, "bure, we'lli finisp it in time. bBut
you cen't expect it out until we heve some inaication of how much
income the sencte tex bili is enticipating." Memvers of the Vays
ana Means couwmittee 1n the Senste took apyprorimate.y the same stana -
"fe can't do mucn untii tne House unwraps its obudget." This riai-
house ) house
cuious situetion of one pertTy vailing for tne other pzety to nexe tue
initial move and vice versa gave me the esrly lupression tnat tne
House and Senate were pleying careful gemes - both suspicious ol eacn

otner.
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recdiizing thet it was tae duty of the ifinance comgittee to
first procuce = buaget before tne senate could te ex.ectea to pro-
pose & tex biil, I detected a note of cistrust in the repiies of

House Democrats., This wvas lzate

(]

substentiated by arother Democra-
tic House memoer vwho admitted that "oif the cufi", mewbers oif botn
finance co.umittees were unabie to agree on now high tne buuget

shouid be set, wnere the auditional revenue was to come frou, who

was to ce left out, etc. The aforementioned replies of Democrats, then
seene. c.early indicative of distrust &nd aissstisfeaction cetween
rangs, «nc¢ the expg-ctzncy of bergeaining et some future date.

A budget of 1l4.0 miilion collars wss proposed by the house on

EFpril Ath, &s comparea to a.vernor King!

U

A

oroososal of $112,790,<76.

lazuhisa Pue, CLheairaan of tne senste wsys and mesns comnittee, immedi-~

%)

ately declersa 8,000,000 tex increese (nececssry to cover the

L2

House's proposed bucs.et) much toe hezvy. "Orly 106,000,000 is snti-

ci.etec uncer the precssnt tex structure, wiaich would mage acalticnal
ascescments axounting to §8,000,000 necescary. This is alinost impcs-

se.m

|—'-

sivles..4-5 million saditionai is about ell we can ra
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The mein thing thet cen ke pointed out from & stend point of Zeneral

Q

enelycis is thet there seemed to be considersble disa,reement Letween
Democrate as to the details of tax reedjustuent. ALfter ennsiderable
bergeining (and unofficial thrests by the senate tc cropose & tex
Liil thst would provide funds fer below the necessary smount) and

L

gent.eumen sgrecaenis, the ctenste offered am omnibus tex Lill dssigned

te yielo $7,5¢5,000 in adcitional revenues -- about a haiif milliion shy.
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Tne senete passed taree hone Ruie reacsures on fpril lith. Police,
liguor ana sttorney bilis went through with a vote on epproximate perty
lines with only Eill Heen crossin., &s ezriier predicted, on thne liguor
bill. Also, the senate fziled to override tne Governor's veto on tne
Vorgwen'ts compensaticn bill tnet ne returrned the . revicus dsy. 4+he
tally on this was 9-5 (party lines) - one vote short of the necessary
two-tanirds mergin needea to overrice.

On the same day, frustratea Dembcrats sgreec to duwmy their
ill aimed &t Lreszing up tane lanunoldings of Hswalii's big ecstetes.

At the same time tney decidea to"concentrate trneir lana retorm efiorts
on & series of otner iumportant party biiis wnich approacheu tie prob-
iem frow different airections." Thus HB 30, tine Maryiand Land Law
Eill, was duimped because "it dian't do wnat tne Democrats wanted 1t

to do." HB 4,5, and 292 (re:lanc measures) were tnen adopted.

Disagreement within the conservetive senate proveu to be guite
a oroblem s esrlier precicted. On about eight bi, aessures, Senete
Dewocrets zypezrec to be split over house-psssed pilis. This, acccrd-
ing to a veteran observer, was n-tiling new as yrevious sessions neve
ned them desuite Republican majerities in potn houses. <+ne lLemacrats
sroved to be susceptible to tne same proplems.

Starting tne weex< of Mondsy fpr. llth, House Lemocrets begean
Keeping a suspicious eye on Speeger Ch rles Jauhcne, who wes refer-
ring a number of billis to se.ect comunittees which he &ppointec, in-
stead of following the normsi practice of cencing thnem to regudar
standing comunittees. Cuasirmen of these select comuittees were
either Mdenuel Henriques or Williem berrendex, both Xauali Lemocrets

ena strorng Ksuhane sugporters.
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A two hour clcosed caucus wes necessary to paicia up troublie on
Tnurscay, April luz, wnen lo of the <« Democrats rose in o eq reveit
to his sutuority. ALccusztions were flung, snd & threat to strip
him of his powers anytime he abused it was made. et fLaunene caue
right vack et nis antagonists witn adaitional referrals to nis
celect comuittees. It was obvicvus things naa to coue to & lieed soon.

In the measntime, however, Senste cnu House Democrats aau gotien
together to discuss the budget end tex bill. Many items that senstors
wented to nave incliuded in the bill were not listea due to "iacg of
funds". In orcaer to see tneir desires resiized, tneretore, tne
upyer nouse wes forced to find even more revenue to pey for the
sdditions. Few items in the houce buaget couid be exciudea witnout
inflicting violent criticism or breaging campeign prowmises. dany
more heza to be inc_.uded. So the Ways and umeans went tc werx, and on
the night of April 19th, teetered at tne edge of fineal decisicn on
a nuge tex incresce till that wouldkﬁ?oauce $1<,<13,000 in new revenue.

Ihe next day, G-vernor Xing &assertea nis autnurity)as everyons
EhgeCtEGbe vetocing the police county control bill, snc =zt the szaue
time toox & swing &t the TCemocretic majority for feiling Lo mexe
statehooua ils numker one home rule objective. On tiae <«na, the
house unanimously &pproved ana sent to the fenate & $1l6,047,000
budget after having it read in full upon tae iasistence of Henrigues.

The next note ¢f interest was dissencion within tne senate cver
the tex bil_. that haa slmist been agreeu on several days pricor.

A winority o.inion by three Dewocrats on the Ways &na Means commuittee
weasenea the senate stand considereb.y slong witn the "noncombitments
ar.d reservations” of several senztors. Dillingham snd Itsgaxi des-

. L g . L 2 ol 9 [
cribed it e&s being aescriminatory &nd unworxable’
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In lieu of the proposal, the two Repuilican csenstors offerec
: } . yoghreng

& saieg tax plan tnhat received SUP&flSlH@%SUFpOPt from sowme Demo-
cratic circles as welil tne HGEA enc HE#, Re_uwv.icans and PTA. The
IL%WU, on tne otner heand, ceue out viclent.y against a saies tax
plan. what effect tais seere nhiad to o witn tne l'inal Dewmocratic
decision to siiminete & sales tax from their bili is all a matter
of conjecture. Eut the Republicans began taxging advantege of this
ection eariy, and pointed to tbgg as "proof that the ILWU does
exert 1nflugnce on the Democratic members ci our legislatureT On
A.ril 24th,ﬁae bublicly lambastea the cemocrats for bowing to ILWU
leacership -- an incident wnich electrifiea tne senate and sudaenly
drew large crowvds into the gailery. Anotner factor that prompted
his outburst was resoiution 67, which calisd on congress tc grant
statehood to Hawaii. In essence, his arguement was based on the
supposition that the ILWU had too strong a ccntrol cver Hawsii --
a factor wnich made Comuunist subversion simpie, and Hawall as s
state weaxk. "Because of this, I wi.l not supgort statenocod at this
time". Angry lewmocrats toox turns in enswering Dilliingheam.

Inat Sunday, weary lawmaxers wor<ed under stopped cloc«s in a
acesperate effort to speed the progre:ss of major iegislation during
the lest five days. King's veto of tne attorney bili &added umore
troubles to the Lemocratic partyfs growing list. Furtnermore, fing
was not expectec to grant the Democrats an extension of time. But
there were some who did not show concern over this, &s they were
still confiaent that they "couid finish it by stopping the clocxk.”

On the m rning of April <0, the senate pessec tne tex bili by
an 8-6 margin with Nobriga voting with the Republicans. No sales

tax wes caliea for.



(3)

Immediztely alfter this, a twec-pronged atteck egainst the
senate-passed tax bili wes leunched. Business sought the revival
of the sales tax plan, and government wor<ers and teachers put on
pressure for & pay raise. DBoth groups made it plain that tney were
nct happy over the tax bill as passed by the censte.

ine House passed the Public Works Sudget billi on Aprii Z&8th,
three wee«s after the worging budget. Calling for & spending of

3 I . ‘O.F
iuthorization Fer

oW

§<8,000,000, the breasdown further revealed an
§43,700,000 for school and classroow constructicn. Both chamiers

hed to stop their cloc«s to save this znd certeain other bilis...

the rezson ceing that readings hzd to be held on separate days.

The sales tax fight continued with hope that tne House wculd
favor it, but the odas apyeared definitely azainst it. Kzuhane,
Inopyg?anu Serizawa =11 expressed their solid positions &against the
sales tax despite neavy pressure on the pgert of HGEA and the HEA. Some

Government wcrkers clsimed thet the proposec tax woula be over snd

Ch

atove their proposea 3% reise. Lavid Tresk Jr., leading the govern-

ment employses in their battle, clzimed the 3%:?gise wes an insult,
ccnsidering all the other factors involved, including the high tax.
On April <Jth, the governor's vetojon [lome rule bills that
would have _iven the counties controi ovel their pclice and liquor
comiissions were sustained in the Senate. The upper cnamover also
pasced & §110 million budget ...this was headed for en embatiled
snowocown in joint conference commnittee. The HVE enc Welfare suffered

neavy cuts in the senate version cf the budget.

With clocks stopped, the iegislature began & lengthy April <9th.
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¥iith our legislators wor«ing gratis, tempers were short, but
tne session long and arawn out. Senatcr Luarte contributed further
to this atmosphere by attempting to filibuster flouridation ocut of
contention, tut wes stopped when he ;ielded to a guestion from Nelson
Doi. 1 noted the. Ly izy 5th, the long, drawn-cut vaiting had even
alscoureaged the loobyists, as few were to be seen around the formerly
crowded hali ways of Ioiani Palace. The ey log in the jam was ob-
Viousiy the senate-pas-ed omnibus tax bill, whicn was uncer study
in the House finance coumittee. The senate, in the meantime, haa
¢liminated OQanu's 85,000,000 resl property tax ceiling, and =zt thne
same tine, pavea the way for a 257 nike in essescsment rates tarougn-
out tae Territory. 1his came in passsage of Hb 4, ana went bscx to
the House for concurrence on the fenate amendments.

A letter to each legisglator Irom tane PTA touched off guite an
inciagent during the weiting vericd. Described as & "blackmsil®
threet py certein legislators, tne letter empohasizea tnat whatever
the House did, it would be remembered by the PIA's 58,000 vcting
meinibers at the next election. The Gaeth letter wes not only a littie
too strongly worcded, but csme at the wrong time. Perhaps this is
what causea Dan Inouye to remer£, "It is surprising that an orgasni-
zation such s the PTA Qoula stoop to blacgmaili."”

On May 1lth, Spezsger of the iHouse Chserles Keuhane esked Gover-
nor £Ling ior &n cificial extemnsion cf tuie session. 7Tnis the Gover-
nor refused)mainlyvbecause ne coudid not perjure nimselil oy daling
an =xtension order beck to A ril 29? deenwnlie, .egal cfficiels
were studying tie guestion of whether any cof tae legis.sture's

ections since Apr. 29 were .iegal.



(11)

Senator Dillingham resumed nis bliasting of the Lemocrets the
next dsy, wnen ne tore into tne party beceuse of its feilure to jouin
hands witia tne KRepublicans against Communism in Hawsili. Senstor

Lee, wnsc was visic®B.y disturbtec, returned witn e2n equaily eloguent

"

speech. Tne whole matier, nowever, c¢..e2rec Lo be 8 project daesignea

Lty Diliirghawm to create yublicity)and £ili tiue wnile the House

pondered the difficult guestion of tax revision.

; . ) &1W“J& C e s
Speager nauliane vwas next to lambast-nis own party. Criticlizing

thie Democratic majority in the Senate, Ksuhisne leii tacs on Gover-
nor Xing's ideas, dec.aring thea to be‘hulte acce:table"in Ihhis mind.
Tiis M"acccrd on most iteus in the uoverncr's tex erogram"m was
a surprise move &s far ss otuner uemocrats were concernea. Conjecture
is that aaunane mez, have been putiing himself in line to piay the
roie of "Ssvior" snould the G.overnor veto tae iimnai taex bill as
sgreed upon by beth hou.es. Tnen Chariey Kauhane would apgear to
be the smerter, "I told you so" man in the finel znaiysis. At any
rate, Lesuhene hed littlie tc _ose by maging sucnh & move, and in the
opinion ci scame, may nsve jocgeyea himself into & hero .osition.
"The 1955 legisiature has been opereting iilege.iy for the past
taree weexs", rosreu Manuel Henriques on iay loth. The challenge,
on tenhaif of Speaker {auhcne, csme as @ drsmetic reprisal a.ainst
15 reveliing Democrats who haa sought to fignt down apperintuents by
the speaser tc tne vital conference committee on the kucget Lili.
Claiming that alli legislation since stopgage of the clock was null
snd voiu, the »aual representative demanded &n oginion from the
attorney general. The inciaent threw botn Houses 1nto an uproary
for stoppege of the clock on the last dey was legal, obut the previous

acts (Apr. 23, <7,23) were questionsab.e.
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Ls it turned out, no official request for &n opinion was regis-
terea, inaicsting that the act was probsbly & biull by tne -~fuhane
fact.on to Keey the revels in line. After naving sowme tiwe to mull
over the situation, wost iegislestors azreeu that tne lega.ity issue
wes 1in their Isvor as long as tne journels ssy notnlng cbout "stop-
ping tae clock". £s Gevernor Ling put it, "the courts do nct loox

Ley nd the jourznl...taey neve not in the past Questiuned tne orfi-
cial record." Fesr of iiiegaliity oi tne session gradually subsided.
Ihis aid notv wesn, novever, taat eve ythlng was petched up &s
far as Hdouse Leuaocrcots we.e concerned. uine 1clicwing day, battie-
ilnes were aéﬁn drawn witn tne primxery coel of tue recels being
"eithner = couwprcmicse or azun-ne's ouster™. T.e rewei grouy, led by
vice-speager Eiluser Cravalao ana Vircent Bgpocito, were stymied oy
a counter-pian of xauhane's -- starting the clock and running it oast
mianignt. Tne Iisnt nad widenea the breach between tae tvo lactions
so @much tnat tuere siaply was no trust left on eitner sice. An exira
secgsion, the oniy way & nev sgesier cculd be e.icted, seecumeu to be
tae wcst grovauie cource of sction oy the 15 insur

Notning ca.ae of the recel tarest, s fesr of furtier cougilce-
ticns cseemea tc grip tae frustreteo nesrts of tne ,oung, ioeclistic

Democrets even grester. £ nuwber oi them even vent on recoru, Via

the two wig dailies, as fincing politics "airty end alscourezing'.

=ty

12

{eversl eveiw went ¢s fur ss vwituarewing thneu-elves Ir1od any further
policicel ~ctivity. Ooviously, this was one uwelhod of tneir enorec-
cin, tuaelr uissp ointient &enc rrustration cover fLsunsne's victory.
reaiizea vast further repesiicon meint rundilly Oul tae C.dcd

£10 LUTCmELiC @journment {(<Lzunaae Dew moveG L0g nanas I ithe clocg to

‘A.:58) .
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May 1l7th wes certeinly a memorsbie cdey. Cver <00 peo.le, includ-

2
ing yours truly, were pec<ew into tue cnswber, ewciting the cutcome
of tie z.ticuigeted siugfest. For over twe aours, peoplie sat, ewsil-

ing toe errivel o1 cae Llevaefers wini.e sus.ense ..o

o

-

ntec Lredusily .
chortly eiter four Pu, the Leaocrets enterea asnc were cneere. 10adiy.
T syt c 4 Ry = el = 3 7 - - - S -

Iwo Linutes scter, after cetlting time 1or reconveliiis, the .rou.
croge up and boos fil.ed tie seliery. lhe mein maste. ansd flzrzliec.

m tne 1Jt:, tae aouse volea atsenf tur

[

(2 mASSas (ST L (S0 e
menaanent wes in tae fora of & rider tecgec cn to & pey wiil ana

YVESEEQ by £ k4-4 LT gin.  lauecirtlely efter tals, dsunszne glegec e
fiont vith the vezste Lemocrats, inciuding 2ill Heen, f:or faiiure
to tafLe ccrion on &n g ricuitural lzber bill bacgec vy the
Ine following cay, tnings 1004ew even m re precarious as funus vere
SOrinking, an. taere w=s serious caoubt that tiae lesisicture could
continue cn tne litt.e oserationei wmoney tnet it hisa Lleft. Lvery-
ore looxed towsr. tne 10 wan counference couuittee to predauced a
speeqay deCision.

2 senate uitiwstua, whicn consisted of "psss tae tax bill by
mianlignt ur we'llli edjourn" sunociew tane House into prowpt action.
+t pesced tie tex bili at 11:5) by & 19-10 voite. Cuce aore, f{euhane
fiew into & rege:over the "senste's hign-nanaeu action", cnu slorasa
cut of cecnfereince to dalscuss watters vith seven luvU representetives.
tringing tree senete's altiustum to tne fioor, tne cnsuber responded
and passed ine tax plen ae offered by conference vwitn e ainute to
spére. inic wis Liue usgut cf ey «qin. IwO qays later, a speciza
coalerence comulttee pourea over the wvuuget fer =0 auvurs, sna were

redy to sena it out. This c.esred the way for eujournuent within
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tne next two vays &t iesst. [t must Le notec, nowever, tnest tne
conferecs, wno nad been golng cver the gtudgel ilied Ly ilew, Wers
Speedeu up Ly & secunu senate "ulitiwsiuw". ci.. Heen nad the clocxk
run until 11:50 witn aicnight as adjournnent hour. Tue clock was
finei.y stoupeu oy t.e I'ive senate conferees wno &s4eG 1¢r more L1line.
Lsunene &galin loubasted tne fenate for tneir czctions.

£t dawn ou tne Z6th, ~Iter 'n &i. Nigat sessicn, the pudgzet
oilli, slong witn a capital iwmprovewsent budget, wss sgs.ed. Inese
cariea for ex enditures oi $1x5,75%,5<1 anc §47,521,348 resgectively.
The opersting buaget was siwmost il miilion wore tasn the §115 mil-
iion tagt tue government is spendaing in tne pre ent vlennium. The

§1<6 milliion figure incliudec £4,600,000 ior pey raisec fcor tezchers

Lo
o]

ana governwent employees, ana §4,317,744 in Fecer undas .

(3]

e
Leter on in the wsy, tne Senatle 150 p&sced L€ ounicus tax

Liil by &an 8-o vote, csendin, it to tne governor who is ex. ected 1o

@

veto it. Aiong with seante bili .8, House Lili 4 was &lso passed,
whicn boosts tie tax 1eVy on reci _rogerty cn cehu ircu $16.<5 per

4

$1,000 valuaticn to & weximua -f 20 per $1,000...a rise ci abocut
25%. Neigabor isleuds could rsisc their tsx les%.
A complicetion arose alter cajourn.ent of wotia nouses in tre

tn. It wes tearec tuat & title error wouia <£ill

~1

af'ternoon oI tne «
the ziready ap. roved pay reise Ior tezcuers ena governient wor.iers.
dhe wetter is stili pencing, ana a decisicn by the ettorney cenerel
is fortocouming in tioe neasr tuture. QOutsiae of tinis, enctions ren
wild sna "pairs egalin" speecnes lfiiled thne nailis wiaere just & weeg
previous, various factions were cursing e&cii otaer {or uncooperativ -

nesg aena dirty; politics. Jsuhane receivea & si.ver cofiee set froa




21l Lae meubers of tne gouse.  SpeeCilEs 1duGLll, SEwinne were oliered
11 CLOSil,, &5 tae 88 &*le;;s;eture arev to & Llong-delisje ilinex
ln sanalyzing our «<obtn .egis.elure, iet us first exswlne its
ECCOWpLiLonGEnTLS. TweiVe m&8jO0r &CCOMpLISANENTS ®WOULGL PIroRIPLYy 1nciude:
i. fppropriated a bulget of &accut ko miiiion
<. PESSEG £ UEWlCrslic UTEX Lilis. redsing §-,000,000 in ile. Tevenues
Z. Uresieq Turee nev & enCies Lo Coost tae eCondlyi
2. & tourist auticrity
0. &I} econocudlic creuit a_sncy
C. &N €nidrgeu inausiri&s and Ia8ria resesicCil GgenCy
L. fnockec ofi resi sroperty tex ceiling
5. P2essel & DonG lsgsue tudget ior croiter lmproveuents totsilag
$49,45-,848, including reeligruient of .g.afauz Ave,
0. AGOpLEG & new CiVil service ccue, &nC geve pay increcses Lo g v-
Ernu-Nt wor<ers, ULELCUers, chd uﬂlVerSLLJ stell meuwbers.
7. vorgaent's COmJechtLUnQ - unea; .oysient, expendea iandustriss safety,
iacres sec ainiaud v RS
4. pPesseq two ltinc reform bills
a. sonying in forect reserves
b. £1llow ccunties to zone for tex purposes - best use of land
J. reduced UH tuition frow $<00 to §170 a yesr
Pupii tescaer ratio in DP1 rscuced to Zk-a
10. incressed tuncs for L2l, Lepertu-nt o Pubadc wveifere - acre eid
$l fcopted insurvance CoGe
lc. Lyorogrictea §500,800 to pay costs of secsgion
Les, ite toe croticisa tust nod veen ne&,eq on tue Lewnocrats
for tueir wisputes zna ¢lovnese, Lue recori saoks tnel Lune Deuccrat
in tue Legislature aid succeed in pusning Larougit & 1zrg e s.ere of
Tiaeir proui.es and -arty Lialis -- &olivdg. i greally Cuénged 1or.s.

.
sll

Vir quJ__L

oI tne bLiiie on Cavil vcerive and EACAR S SN Lent EHAJ.L > E8ES

went Larodgd 2idhy witi wouillieuw 10Vws vl pally sa00l LiiaS. as
four no.we-ru.: LlilS passeu, put were Li..eu Ly the governir. reuuc-
tion in pupii-teccner retio ves &150 &cuaieved, & L.€ cuugst cailied
for = nev 3< to i1-retio. Eo in enslyzing tae &ccowpiisaments o1 oa
Cemocrets ir the lsgisiatare, vwe may .enerasly sy tnel they aid
cccom, lisn wost of whet they seld they were going out to Gc.


proxi.es
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Qur thnira ccnsiderstion sgaouid be that of tne wejority party's
actions Jdaring tais session.
For trne iirst tiuwsz, tne Deaccreis nove learnea whzt it is to

neve tne res casibliisiy, of opersting sessicn. 1t a.peerec as 1if

[R}]

tney ceme in vith chips on taeir shoulders, biesting &t vhat they
felt were tne sins of the gpast. Lul trelr nigua.y ideadlistic atti-

tuge gZraduclly subsiced, anu Uhnelr worGS QECE.LE LOre SOLEr &S tney
szw Lhne sericusness ol tneir tosk. One thing is certain -- tnet
tne Democrzt. .esrnea a lot by practical expgerience during tnis
session, and shouid £now wast mistaes to svoid in the tuture.

Te may s2y that tneir inexperience vwes quite aetrimsntei. ine
youn, Lemocrats were tne first to ecmit tnis. éEAnotner contention
is that tney tried to "bite off more taen taey coula caevw"™. lnis
toc tney reallizec, out cniy at a very lste date. diney were too
far comnitted to puil out any proaises or pisnks Dy tae tlae the
secssion rezily sut sterted. Anca finesily, tae split in the House
will probebly nave father-reaching effects then the Lemocrats would
iixe to nave the gpubiic beiieve. Despite @il the reversa.s end
it is difficult toc be-

gooa wilil speecnes otfered on clos

-

wn
+
u
0'(:
Q.
[25)
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.

lieve tnst everytning has been men€éed to everyone's satisfaction.
Intra- yarty rivalries snd tension &re touna to crop udp &s & resulit
of this yecr's split. The mstter might even have besring on the
Democrat party's success in the nsxt eiection yesr. 10 most peopie,
Xeuhene appearsd tu be & dictatoris. giant wno was seriously aeamag-
ing the name of tne Deuocrailc psrty. This kS attributebie tc two

uzin reasons: i)"power" poliicyand z)close tie witn powerful support

group -— the ILWU. It woulc be difficult to guess now fLeuneane wil

'_44

maxe out in future politics.
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Ls for inhe minority ,erty, we mey say thet taey too lezrned
a biy -esson -- winat sort of role tane ainority party nieys in the
legislature. House repubiicans movec into tucir new roieg of "ain-
ority party! with restraint. mataer than trying to bocg down the
session by empioying a lot cof technica. pa..ismentary points, the
Republicans ieft it to tne Deuwocrets to feua among tneuwseives and
in that way, create tueir own disoreer anc confusion. 1'm sure
the hepubiicans sensea & split coming in tne House vefore tne Demo-

. . : would

crets theaselves. A few people in tne party toid me that there mey
be &n open breag Letween Cauhsne anc tnhe young:.group kefore the
session was over. Sure encugin, the Fepublicans enca & few cthers
who anticipated a breax fairly esrliy vwere not disagppoiuted. LAnc
what hand did the GOP have in this revolt? NONE! Ly playing the
weiting geme and streining tnemseives only when necessery, the Rep-
ublicens wer: ablie to steer eway froin cunflict anu strengthen tnem-
seives I'or tne next election czmuzign.

Tane only meajor criticism; to ievy ageinst botn groupgs are:

bgzeinst the LDemocrsts - insufficient minoirity party representation
on comnittees, refusai to looL over Repurklican sponsored bills.

tgeinst tue Republicans - poor . attenasnce, (punctuaiity), more caucus.

e
On tne evidence cf material gethiered &nc hesra, @ arrived at the

Foreqaaina "
. - : ! : X
e maeben—ef conclusions. In sumiary, tney SEe:

\. Legisiature sccomplisned quite ¢ bit.

2.The Dewocrate .ere sbie to fulfiil most of tueir plang.

3,Tne wms jority party learned & lot thnis session via practicel ex-

4,Tne minority party slso learned by playing & new ro.e, "1ferience.
-- one of neigfulness and cool-heeded action

$.Tne major criticisms were besed primerily on better distribution
of jobs, equal trestment of minocrity bilis, and punctusaiity.

To tiiis list of conclusions, I would lixe to &sdd a few words:
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The repért is incompliete witnout a discussion of Governor
King's vetoes which wiil follow adjournment. Yet, I think we would
pe safe in saying that the Z28th Hawziian legislasture will go down
in the Territory's history as being & memoratle one. Not oniy was
the clock stopued for the longest period in _the an:ials of legisla-
tive bodies, but the session marzea the first time the Democrats
came to power in Hawaii, hclding the majority in botu Houses. It
was the first time a crew so politically inexperienced heid sway
in the confines of the lower chaiber in Ioiani Paliace, and the first
instance of a severe Democratic split that threatened overthrow of
the speaker and immediate adjournuent. Add to this the passing of
Hawaii's largest operating budget, andc concoumitently, the largest
tex bill in locsl history. Yes, these znd other factors contribu-
ted in making this session unique in various weys, so it was imper-
ctive tnat the undersigned got & general picture, via a daily news-

pager clipping file, of Hesweii's memorable Z8th legislature.




