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Itogon's mining and farming communities are considerably
stable and relatively self-reliant. They are old settlements, visibly
diffcrcnl from the slipshod villages characteristic of the Philip-
pines’ current gold-rush areas.

Ancient minesites. Benguet Corporation, the Philip-
pines' largest, most renowned, and oldest surviving gold producer,
started operating in Itogon in 1903. But mining as a way of life
in Itogon is older than BenguetCorp. It is even older than the
Philippines’ recorded history. The mines of Itogon were among
the sources of the gold that Spanish conquistadores saw traded
along Luzon's northern coast
the 16th century.
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Few, if any, of Itogon's inhabitants opposed the prospecting
and mining activities of the new foreigners. For one, mineral land
no longer appeared as valuable then as it had at the time of
Spanish contact. By the time of American amval, native mining
activities in the area had begun 1o decline. The nauve gold-
for-cattle trade had reached its peak decades carlier, and the ac-
cumulation of large herds of cows, bulls, and carabaos rendered
unnecessary the intensive exploitation of mineral resources and an
extensive commerce in mineral products.

Also, according to Itogon custom, there was no such thing
as exclusive ownership of mineral land. Specific mine workings
were privately owned, but mineral land, in gencral, was a com-
munity proposition. Unused scctions of mineral land could be
exploited by anyone from anywhere, so long as he sought and
obtained the permission of the community's original inhabitants to
settle in their midst and start a mining operation.

In granting the new foreigners permission to prospect and
mine, the native inhabitants of Itogon were under the impression
that they could go on pursuing their own economic activities as
before, engaging in a little swidden farming, raising cattle, and
going underground every now and then o extract some gold for
purposes of trade. Little did they know that the foreigners would
stake exclusive claims to the mining locations; that, according to
both American and Philippine laws, the companies the foreigners
would establish and later leave behind could enjoy full ownership
of these locations; that the native people’s own rights, as provided
for by their own customary laws, would be disregarded; that the
foreign-established companies would conduct large-scale opera-
tions that would force homes, farms, and cattle off the choicest
surface lands.
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Then towards 1989, BenguetCorp decided on a change of
strategy. The large lodes of high-grade ore that the company had
been exploiting deep underground were by then dcplf:lcd. The
lime had come to move closer to the surface, where either small
but rich veins or large low-grade lodes could still be found.
Using more machines than manpower for open-pit or surface
mining, as well as bulk mining underground, the company could
extract such ore deposits at a profit.

The new strategy became operational in 1990. Today, the
Antamok Gold Project, the Super Tuding Open-Pit Project,
Project XYZ in Acupan, and various other projects are underway.
As the projects progress, BenguetCorp will drive more and more
small-scale miners from their mine workings, milling houses,
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The people’s appeals 1o the Department of Environment and
Natural Resources have gone unheeded b 3 ding to this
Department, BenguetCorp has outlined satisfactory mexs:ncs for
the mitigation of its projects' environmental impact. Also
according the the Department, BengueiCorp's plan to establish an
industrial and residential estate in the area after the completion of
its projects are in line with government policy on socio-cconomic
development.

The people disagree.
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