
/b Leners appeal ' ing to: Forrns of S Upport You Can Extend 
Mr. Alfredo y 
Chai uch,ngco 

rman or the ho1o1rd 
~;'luet Corporation 

_an Miguel Avenue M 
Metro-Manila Phlll • , andaluyong 

• pplnes 

For his company to I 
are destructive of hp ace _under review all minin . 
welfar . t e environment and . . . g proJcct, that 

e, in1m1cal lo the people 's 

~cretary Fulgenclo Factoran 
epartment or Environment Mnd :-.; 

Vlsayas Avenue, DIiiman • Miura! Resources 

Quezon City, Phlllpplnes 

For h!s offic~ to take action 
operauons of BenguetCorp; against the destructive mining 

The Commanding Officer 
Cordillera Reglon"1 Command 
Camp Dangwa, L1o1 Trlnld1o1d 
Benguet, Philippines 

For an end to military harassment of civilians protesting 
BenguetCorp's destruction of ltogon; 

Justice Jose S. Enc11rn1o1clon 
Municipal Trial Court, Itogon 
Benguet, Phlllpplnes 

For dismissal of the cases against some 50 residents of baran­
gays Ucab and Loacan in ltogon, which residents arc unjustly 
charged with Grave Coercion, for their role in protest actions 
launched against BcnguetCorp, and with the Violation of Presi­
dential Decree 463, for their persistence in small-scale mining 
activities on mineral claims controlled by Bcngue1Corp. 

Jb Letters ellpressing support 10 community or workers' organiza• 

tions in their sLrUggle for collective survival : 

Inter-Barangay Alll1o1nce or Itogon (IBA) 
clo Jose Cawldlng, Convenor 

United Concerned Citizens or Uc1o1b (UCCU) 

cfo David Dallsay 

R
urwl Area Development (TIRAD) 

Tudlng Integrated 
c/o Ollba Pl~k 

llarangay Gumutdang Consultative Comllltt 

c/o Rosita llarg&ISO 

Any of which may be sent through the 
Mining Communities Development Center, Inc. 
111 Upper General Luna Rd. Agpaoa Compound 

llagulo City, Philippines; 

llTMll•NAFLU 
c/o Domlnador Solar 

MAAGAP-MFLU 
c/o Manuel lllnhaon, Jr. 

Either of which may be addressed to 

Rm. 11 Old Lopez llulldlng 
Ses.,lon Road, llagulo City 
Philippines. 

,. Financial contributions for: 

Rail bonds and anomey's fees for people criminally 
charged in the course of their struggle against the destruc­
tive mining operations of RcnguctCorp; 

Economic projects the people arc undertaking to provide 
themselves with ahcmativc income while pursuing their 
struggle: 

Operational expenses for the campaign 10 save ltogon. 

These contributions may be sent tu the 
MCDC, Inc. 
Uoll•r Account No. 547-24-82 
Producers llank or the Phlllpplnes 
llagulo City Branch, Session Road 
llagulo City, Philippines. 

" The assistance of experts in : 

Conducting a slr\Jctural study of the silt and tailings dams 
as ~ell as o~cr infrastructure constructed by BcnguetCorp 
for ,ts opcn-p11 and other bulk mining operations in hogon; 

Investigating the extent of water and air pollution ·1 
1amin t' d d , soi can. 

a ,on, an arnage to vegetation and land C th 
Bcnguc1Corp's bulk mining projects in hogon arc ?rmn·s . 

11 

In ICl&ng; 

Studying in greater depth and breadth the s • I • 
large-scale mining projects on . d' ocia impact of 
C d'I m ,gcnous populations in th 

or ' lcn reg ion of northern Philippines. c 

Help save 
ITOGON 



Itogon . 
city f • This loWnsh ' 0 Baguio in 1P, located I . 

!
Luzon, PhilipPines ~ehCordillera moun1a5· k1lome1ers eas1 of lh 
argel • is om Ill reg · c 

. y on rninin t e to about 62 OOo ion of norih 
Philippines' De g or their needs d • people who d em 
listed 3,405 Partrne~t of Environ: comforts . In 198:pcnd 

U~til very r=!~yt miners and 1,050 g:ldanpd Na1ur~I Rcso~r!: 
mines of 13 • more than 6 000 llTlllers m this enguet C , pcop) h area. 
Suyoc Mines, Inc . orporation and its subs~di ere worked the 

Ito • . nry • the hogon. 
. gon s terrain is stce . . 

wild vegetation consists p . Its soil is rocky and d . 
area receives generous a:;;ostly of pine and cogon gras;' ;d its 
the year A . ounts of rainfall thr • u1 the 

. • nd until very recently I • ~ugh more than half 
nvers flowed deep and ' logon s Liang and Amb I 

. strong M' , f . a anga 
until recently, been able lo • . _mers am,lies here have lhus 
from which they could h • -· mamtam orchards and swiddcn farm~ 

- •CS! upland • 
and coffee beans in modest . . nee, rootcrops, vegetables, 

A number of families that p:~11:~esf, as well as fruit in surplus . 
of the Liang river have ev o rom the wa1ers downstream 

en managed 10 • • • • 
terraces as well as grassy f mamtam 1rnga1cd rice 

pastures or caule . 
hogan ' s ~ ining and farming communities arc considcrabl 

st_able and relat1vely s_elf-rcliant. They arc old sclllcmcnls, visibl~ 
d~ffcr~nt from the slipshod villages charac1eris1ic of the Philip­
pines current gold-rush areas . 

Ancient minesites. Bengucl Corporation, lhe Philip­

pines' largest, most renowned, and oldest s urviving gold producer . 
started operating in ltogon in 1903 . Bui mining as a way of life 
in ltogon is older than Bcnguc1Corp. h is even older than the 
Philippines' recorded history. The m ines of hogon were among 
the sources of the gold 1ha1 Spanish conquistadores saw 1radcd 
along Luzon's northern coasts when they first arrived here laic in 

the 16th century. • 
Native oral tradition, as well as the records of Spanish ob-

r veal that gold m ining and trading was already !he main 
servers, e • 1h 171h and I 81h 
economic activi1y of people in hogofnh~uhrl,=d g:ld for lowland 

. M' · and the trade o 1g 
centuries. mm~ develo ment of society in hogon. 
cattle shaped the independent th 1 ;th century. This develop · 
Baguio and nearby areas up to e f !his century with 

• . ted al the tum o 
ment was only mtcrrup • p0pula1ions !hal !he 

f Cordillera mouniam 
American conquest o bring under full control. 
Spaniards had never been able to 

·ron United srn1es Army 

Community propOSI I • . t,ccame the first 
·r, 1·on campaign 

f the Philippine pac1 ,ca I d and sci up !heir own 
veterans O 

I extensively for gol y ihal would 
foreigners to ~r~specperations in )logon. The co~~~; claims filed 
mining and m1lhng o C was founded on min• 

1 
'nto Benguet orp 

later evo ve i 
by such veterans . 

Few, if any, of h ogon's inhabitants opposed the prospecting 
and mining activities of the new foreigners . For one, mineral land 
no longer appeared as valuable lhcn as it had al the time of 
Spanish con1ac1. By the time of American arrival, native mining 
activities in the area had begun 10 decline. The native gold­
for -cattle trad e had reached its peak decades earlier, and the ac ­
cumulation of large herds of cows, bulls . and carabaos rendered 
unnecessary the intensive exploitation of mineral resources and an 
extensive commerce in mineral products . 

Also, according 10 hogon custom, there was no such thing 
as exelu ivc ownership of mineral land . Specific mine workings 
were privately owned, but mineral land , in general. was a com­
munity proposition. Unused sec tions of mineral l>nd cou ld be 
exploited by anyone from anywhere. so long ,s he sought and 
obtai ned the permission of the community's original inhabitants 10 
settle in their midst and start a mining operat ion. 

In granting lhe new foreigners permission to prospect and 
mine, the native inhabi tants of ltogon were under the impression 
that they could go on pursuing lhcir own economic activities as 
before, engaging in a little swidden farming. raising cattle. and 
going underground every now and then 10 curnct some gold for 
purposes of ltadc. Little did !hey know lhat the foreig ners would 
stake exclusive claims to the min ing locations: that., according to 
bolh American and Philippine laws, the companies the foreigners 
would establish and laler leave behind could enjoy full ownership 
of these locations; lhal the na1ive people's own rights, as provided 
for by !heir own customary laws, would be disregarded; that the 
fo reign-established companies would co nduct large-scale opera ­
tions that would force homes, forms. and cattle off the choicest 
surface lands. 

n'ct Today. the claims 
• t ce to con • • 

F rom coex1s en . arc in the hands of 
' ineral Joca11uns d 

to practically all of llog~n s ~bsidiary, by virtue of patcnls an 
eilher Benguc1Corp or ,1s ~ con1rac1s or royally agreemenls 

I 
"'CS and lhrough opcrali~g d ' lh 'ndividual claimholders 

c.u • amcs an w1 I • 
forged wilh smaller_ comp . I I do their own mining. This has 
lhol no longer find ,1 prac11ca o 

. • n for decades. . b been the st1ua110 eaccful coextsience e1wecn 
Bui for decades, also,f Ip had been possible . From 

d th. people o 1ogon 
Bengue1Corp an e .

1 
lhe year 1989 Bengue1Corp 

· • • 1903 up unll ' 
its begtnmngs in . f small-scale miners on claims thal !he 
10lcratcd the opcra11ons o d h !he company had no use 

legally controlled. An w ere 
company[ I d it made no cfforl 10 drive away !he occupants . 
for sur ace an • • • portanl 
Funher. Bengue1Corp was perceived 10 be playing an tm 
role in lhe region's economy and in socicly as a whole. Its o~er~-
1ions provided employmcnl 10 thousands of people from Wtthtn 
hogon itself. from all over the Cordillera, and even from the low-

lands. 
Then towards 1989, Bengue1Corp decided on a change of 

stralegy. The Jorge lodes of high -grade ore !hat !he company had 
been exploiting deep underground were by then dcpleicd . The 
time had come to move closer lo 1hc surface, where ei1her small 
but rich veins or large low-grade lodes could still be fuund . 
Using more machines 1han manpower for open -pit or surface 
mining. as well as bulk mining underground. the cu mpany could 
ernact such ore deposits at a profit. 

The new slrategy became opcra1ion•I in 1990. Today, 1he 
Anl:unok Gold Projecl, the Super Tuding Opcn-Pil Project. 
Project XYZ in Acupan, and various olhcr projects arc underway . 
As the projects progress. Bcnguc1Corp will drive more and more 
small-scale miners from their mine workings, milling hou ses, 

farms a d h 
3 000' n. omes. Alread 
• of >IS ow . y, the cumpany has 

divenin . n mme workers. Ir . . retrenche-J some 
sih ; ri~crs or using riverbanks IS levclhng mountains and 

• an la1hngs from its minin as wasi_c dumps. Wilh dust. 
pollu11ng lhe air, killing . g and milling operations 't , 
wa1cr of I vcgc1at1on, and com • . • , " 

IOgon. h is Oush' . amtnatmg lhe soil and 
balanga and Liang rivers hlnhg io_x,c material down lhc Am-
and lh L' • w ,c will carry th 

e tngayen gulf in Pan . c.sc 10 lhe Agno river 
lhc lowlands and along 1h gasinan. Farmers and fisherfolk in 

Th 
e coasts w,ll b 1h 1 • . e small -scale minin c . ~ c u llma1c vic1ims. 

tn hogon have waged g ommu~mes and workers' unions 
lh 

. pro1cs1 ac11ons tn lhc h f 
cir prcseni livelihood as II ope o saving bolh 
be 

we as lhe land and 
lo conserved for lhe s·" f f resources lha1 need 
th 

· .. e o uturc gencrat'o B 
Cir organizing efforts bl' 1 ns. ecause of 

cades._ lhcy have had I~ ~~d::c e:t1:s, mm rallic.s, and bmi­
dc1c n11on . Criminal charges h rybe harassment. arrest. and 
lhem. ave even en filed agains1 some of 

N The people 's appeals lo lhe Depar1mcn1 of Environment and 
annal Resources have gone unheeded "··•use d' lh ' D ""'-• , accor tng 10 ,s 

1 
cpar~cni,_ Bengue1Corp has outlined sa1isfac10ry measures for 

he m_iuga11on of >IS projects' environmen1al impact. Also 
3ccord1_ng lhc lhe Department, Bengue1Corp's plan 10 c.stablish an 
mdus1r_ial and rcs idcn1ial es1a1c in 1he are, after the completion of 
lls proJCClS arc in line with govcmmen1 policy on socio-economic 
development. 

The people disagree. 

The People's Calls 

wr End Rcngucl Corporalion's monopoly of mineral claims 

in hogon. . 
,,r Recognize the righl of Cordillera peoples to !heir 

pauimony, and rcspccl the ir customary Jaws on lhc use, 
disposition. and managcmcnl of land and resources 

wilhin their own territories. . . . 
,, Protec! the small-scale miners ' righl to their hvehhood. 
,, Safeguard lhc mine workers' right to em_ploymenl. JUSt 

compensation. and humane working cond,uons._ 
,,r Enforce controls on destr11c1ive mtm~g opcrauons. and 

end 10 cnvironmen1al dcgradauon. 
put and_ I rehabilitate lhe devastated ,rcas of lto~~n. 

,, Imme ,ate y rchensive and sustainable mining 
,, lmplcmenl a comp am which is pro-people 

communi1ies developmcnl progr 

and environmcnt-f~end?~e mining communi1ies by fa• 
.,. Empower !he peop e_ o f ..-nplc's org,nizations and 

. . . the formauon o r · • f 1h • 
c11t1a1ing . f the people's exercise o m 
providing mechanisms or 
dcmocraiic rights. 




