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SPEECH FOR DELIVERY BY SENATOR DANIEL K. INOUYE
AUGUST 20, 1965

SIXTH ANNIVERSARY OF HAWAIIAN STATEHOOD

MR. PRESIDENT:

TOMORROW THE SUN IN THE EAST WILL BE JUST A LITTLE

BRIGHTER AS IT BEGINS ITS DAILY ASCENSION OVER THE PACIFIC 

FOR TOMORROW WILL BE THE SIXTH ANNIVERSARY OF HAWAIIAN 

STATEHOOD. THE HAWAII OF 1965 SHARES THE PROSPERITY 

WHICH BLASES MOST OF THIS NATION AND LOOKS TO THE FUTURE 

WITH BOUNDLESS CONFIDENCE.

FROM THE CLEAR AND COOL HEIGHTS AT THE 13, 796 FOOT 

LEVEL ATOP MAUNA KEA ON THE ISLAND OF HAWAII TO THE DAZZLING 

WHITE SANDS OF WAIKIKI BEACH ON OAHU, THE HAWAIIAN ECONOMY 

CONTINUES TO DIVERSIFY AND EXPAND TO UNDREAMED OF 

PROPORTIONS.

SUGAR AND PINEAPPLE REMAIN KEY INDUSTRIES IN

HAWAII, BUT IT IS THE TOURIST INDUSTRY WHICH CONTINUES TO 

GROW RIGHT OFF THE CHARTS OF LAST YEAR’S PROJECTIONS.

TOURISTS WERE ARRIVING AT A RATE OF BETTER THAN 60,000 

PER* MONTH AS THE SUMMER SEASON BEGAN, DOUBLE THE 

TOTALS OF FIVE YEARS AGO, A YEAR AFTER HAWAII BECAME 

THE 50TH STATE. MAJOR HOTELS IN THE WAIKIKI AREA ARE 

OPERATING AT NEAR-CAPACITY LEVELS.

CONSTRUCTION IN HAWAII
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CONSTRUCTION IN HAWAII FOR THE FIRST FIVE MONTHS 

OF THIS YEAR WAS U. 6 PER CENT ABOVE THE ALL TIME HIGH 

RECORDED IN 1964 AND ANNOUNCEMENTS OF MAJOR $1 to $2 

MILLION HIGH RISE APARTMENT PROJECTS CONTINUE TO FILL 

THE REAL ESTATE SECTIONS OF OUR DAILY NEWSPAPERS.

BUT HAWAII IS WELL AWARE THAT PROSPERITY ALONE

IS NOT THE MEASURE OF A SOCIETY. IN ITS STRIVING FOR 

EXCELLENCE, HAWAII HAS CONCENTRATED MUCH OF ITS 

EFFORTS ON THE UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII, DETERMINED THAT 

THIS INSTITUTION SHALL BE STAFFED AND EQUIPPED TO GRADUATE 

STUDENTS WELL PREPARED TO MEET THE NEEDS OF TOMORROW 

IN THE PACIFIC BASIN.

THESE YOUNG PEOPLE WILL PLAY INCREASINGLY 

IMPORTANT ROLES IN BEHALF OF THE UNITED STATES IN THE 

FIELDS OF GOVERNMENT, INDUSTRY, AND THE SCIENCES IN 

AN ERA WHEN EAST. WEST RELATIONS MAY REACH NEW CRITICAL 

STAGES.

ARMED WITH THE CONVICTION THAT EAST-WEST 

RELATIONS CAN IMPROVE, RATHER THAN DETERIORATE, THE 

EAST-WEST CENTER, A FEDERAL INSTITUTION ON THE UNIVERSITY 

OF HAWAII CAMPUS IN HONOLULU, CONTINUED TO REINFORCE THE

STRONG BONDS
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STRONG BONDS WHICH NOW EXIST BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES 

AND OUR MANY FRIENDS IN THE PACIFIC.

IN THE BELIEF THAT WE CAN DO MUCH MORE FOR OUR 

FRIENDS IN NEED IN THIS VAST AREA. I INTRODUCED A BILL IN 

THIS SESSION OF THE CONGRESS TO ESTABLISH A PACIFIC MEDICAL 

CENTER IN HAWAII TO ENROLL YOUNG PEOPLE FROM ASIA AND 

SOUTHEAST ASIA. TEACH THEM MEDICAL SKILLS AND SEND THEM 

HOME TO WORK AMONG THEIR PEOPLE.

HAWAII HAS COME A LONG WAY FROM ITS EARLY 

PLANTATION ECONOMY. TODAY OUR PEOPLE TRACK ORBITING 

SATELLITES AND MANNED NOSE CONES FROM N.A.S.Az-DEVELOPED 

ELECTRONIC COMPLEXES. CHECK THE ACCURACY OF BALLISTIC 

MISSILE FLIGHTS FROM CALIFORNIA, AND SCAN THE FAR REACHES 

OF THE UNIVERSE THROUGH GIANT REFLECTING TELESCOPES.

CONFIDENT THAT THE SCIENCE OF OCEANOGRAPHY WILL 

ULTIMATELY LEAD TO GREAT SCIENTIFIC BREAKTHROUGHS 

WHICH WILL HAVE AN ENORMOUS IMPACT ON OUR ECONOMY, OUR 
PEOPLE ARE ALREADY HARD^WORK PLUMBING THE DEPTHS AND 

MYSTERIES OF THE PACIFIC. THEY ARE PREPARED, TOO, TO 

ASSIST SOME OF OUR NATION’S TOP SCIENTISTS IN PROBING THE 

VERY CRUST OF THE EARTH ON THE MOHOLE PROJECT.

IN 1966
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IN 1966, A COMMUNICATIONS SATELLITE WILL BE 

PLACED IN A STATIONARY ORBIT OVER HAWAII, MAKING DIRECT 

TELEVISION BROADCASTS TO THE ISLANDS FEASIBLE FOR THE 

FIRST TIME IN THE HISTORY OF THE ISLANDS.

FOR ALL THIS, HAWAII HAS NOT FORGOTTEN ITS GREAT 

HERITAGE FROM THE HAWAIIAN PEOPLE -- THE POLYNESIANS 

WHO FIRST CHOSE THIS PACIFIC PARADISE AS THEIR PERMANENT 

HOME.

THAT HERITAGE IS THE SPIRIT OF ALOHA -- THE LOVE, 

IF YOU WILL, FOR THEIR FELLOW MAN -- A DEEP SOCIAL 

CONSCIOUSNESS.

ALTHOUGH YOU MAY DETECT A NOTE OF PRIDE AS I 

SPEAK HERE TODAY, I TRUST THAT YOU WILL ALSO FIND A DEEP 

SENSE OF HUMILITY. MANY OF MY COLLEAGUES HERE TODAY 

HELPED MAKE HAWAII'S ETERNAL DREAM OF STATEHOOD A 

WONDERFUL REALITY SIX SHORT YEARS AGO.

AS WE MARK THIS HISTORIC ANNIVERSARY, I HOPE THAT 

ALL OF MY SENATE COLLEAGUES WILL ONCE AGAIN ACCEPT THE 

DEEP GRATITUDE OF THE PEOPLE OF HAWAII AND WILL SHARE

WITH US IN THIS TIME OF SOLEMN REJOICING.



Mr. President: . f

1 The sun in the East wm just a little brighter as it 

beg^M^its daily ascension over the Pacific morwia-g for 
WvW bk.

■teeday'.ic the sixth anniversary of Hawaiian statehood. The 

Hawaii of 1965 shares the prosperity which blesses most of 

this nation and looks to the future with boundless confidence.

From the clear and cool heights at the 13,796 foot level 

atop Mauna Kea on the Island of Hawaii to the dazzling white 

sands of Waikiki Beach on Oahu, the Hawaiian economy continues 

to diversify and expand to undreamed of proportions.

Sugar and pineapple remain key industries in Hawaii, but 

it is the tourist industry which continues to grow right off 

the charts of last year’s projections. Tourists were arriving 

at a rate of better than 60,000 per month as the summer season 

began, double the totals of five years ago, a year after Hawaii 

became the 50th State. Major hotels in the Waikiki area are 

operating at near-capacity levels.
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Construction in Hawaii for the first five

months of this year was 11.6 per cent above the all time high 

recorded in 1964 and announcements of major $1 to $2 million 

high rise apartment projects continue to fill the real estate 

sections of our daily newspapers.

But Hawaii is well aware that prosperity alone is not 

the measure of a society. In its striving for excellence, 

Hawaii has concentrated much of its efforts on the University 

of Hawaii, determined that this institution shall be staffed 

and equipped to graduate students well prepared to meet the 

needs of tomorrow in the Pacific Basin.

These young people will play increasingly important roles 

in behalf of the United States in the fields of government, 

industry, and the sciences in an era when East-West relations 

may reach new critical stages.

Armed with the conviction that East-West relations can 

improve, rather than deteriorate, the East-West Center, a 

federal institution on the University of Hawaii campus in 

Honolulu, continued to reinforce the strong bonds which now 

exist between the United States and our many friends in the • 

Pacific.
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In the belief that we can do much more for our friends 

in need in this vast area, I introduced a bill in this session 

of the Congress to establish a Pacific Medical Center in Hawaii 

to enroll young people from Asia and Southeast Asia, teach them 

medical skills and send them home to work among their people.

Hawaii has come a long way from its early plantation

economy. Today our people track orbiting satellites and manned

nose cones from NASA-developed electronic complexes, awd check

the accuracy of ballistic missile flights from California, and

scan the far reaches of the universe through giant reflecting 

telescopes.

Confident that the science of oceanography will ultimately 

lead to great scientific breakthroughs which will have an 

enormous impact on our economy, our people are already hard at 

work plumbing the depths and mysteries of the Pacific. They 

are prepared, too, to assist some of our nation's top scientists 

in probing the very crust of the earth on the Mohole Project.

In 1966, a communications satellite will be placed in a 

stationary orbit over Hawaii, making direct Television broadcasts 

to the islands feasible for the first time in the history of the 

islands.
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For all this, Hawaii has not forgotten its great heritage 

from the Hawaiian people—the Polynesians who first chose this 

Pacific paradise as their permanent home.

That heritage is the spirit of aloha—the love, if you 

will, for their fellow man—a deep social consciousness.

Although you may detect a note of pride as I speak here 

today, I trust that you will also find a deep sense of humility. 

Many of my colleagues here today helped make Hawaii’s eternal 

dream of Statehood a wonderful reality six short years ago.

As we mark this historic anniversary, I hope that all of 

my Senate colleagues will once again accept the deep gratitude 

of the people of Hawaii and will share with us in this time of 

solemn rejoicing.


