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This report has been prepared for tabling before 
Parliament and for members of the National Trust 
in accordance with the provisions of paragraph 14 of 
the National Trust Ordinance (No. 24 of 1970). 

COUNCIL 

The Council, appointed by the Minister of State for 
Social Welfare in May 1979, consists of Commander 
Stan B. Brown as Chairman, Dr Uday Raj of the 
University of the South Pacific as Vice Chairman, 
The Director of Town and Country Planning, the 
Conservator of Forests, the Director of Housing 
Authority, the Director of Fiji Museum, The General 
Manager, Native Land Trust Board (or their nomi- 

_nees), Mr R. I. Kapadia, Mr G. Watkins, and Mr 
R. Mercer. Mr Udit Narayan was the previous Chair- 
man of the Trust. 

Twelve meetings have been held by Council in 1979. 

STAFF 

At the end of 1979, office staff consisted of one 
part-time Secretary, and one Conservation Officer. 
A typist employed until October 1979 had to be 
released due to Trust’s inability to pay wages. A 
Peace Corps Volunteer’s term with National Trust 
as Marine Conservation Officer was cut short due to 
the same reason. One Forest Ranger is employed at 
weekends and holidays at Colo-i-Suva Forest Park. 
The Trust has been obliged to employ four persons 
at Borron House since September 1979. 

The International Union for Conservation of Nature 
and Natural Resources (I.U.C.N.) Consultant has 
been with National Trust through 1978 and 1979. 

Trust has been urging Government to provide it 
with a Director, an original concept which has not 
changed. 

ACTIVITIES OF THE TRUST 

Constraints : 

The year has been a particularly frustrating one 
for members of the Trust Council. While all members 
are aware of the great need for increased Trust acti- 
vities, most plans evolve around the need for the 
appointment of a Director for the Trust’s activities. 
A stage was reached where a qualified local person 
was available, the Public Service Commission was 
prepared to appoint him, but no funds were available 
for personal emoluments. Unless full-time staff are 
made available to carry out the plans of the Council, 
the Trust will not be able to achieve its objectives, 
either now or in the foreseeable future. The above is 
the answer to so many of the queries that start off 
with the words ‘‘ Why don’t the Trust members do 
Bes ier. acl; 

Parks, Reserves and Historical Sites : 

Mr Richard Dunlap, I.U.C.N. Parks Consultant has 
been preparing a plan for the establishment of 
national parks and reserves in Fiji. Trust Council 
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and staff have given top priority to this, project as 
completion of this plan will pave way for Trust to 
achieve some of it’s main objectives as set out in 
Development Plan VII. The final draft of this plan 
is almost complete, and is being circulated. Dr Uday 
Raj has spent long periods editing the final draft 
and preparing it for publication. 

Wildlife Reserve : 

National Trust has approached an overseas agency 
for funds for the establishment of a reserve on a 
small native-owned island for the protection of the 
endangered Fiji Crested Iguana. So far, this rare 
species is found in this particular island only. The 
Trust is supporting work currently being carried 
out to protect the iguanas. 

National Trust has asked the Ministry of Agri- 
culture for updating and revision of the Birds and 
Game Protection Ordinance so that it becomes a com- 
prehensive wildlife protection ordinance. Trust also 
asked for Customs Ordinance (Prohibited Exports) 
to be re-worded to offer a blanket protection for all 
reptiles, all amphibians (except Bufo Marino) and 
all bats. 

Trust has urged Fiji Government to become a 
member of CITES (Convention on International 
Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Flora and 
Fauna). 

Tropical Rainforest : 

Need for a survey to be done in Fiji of tropical 
rainforests is seen by Trust. More studies will be 
earried out in 1980 before a proposal is made. 

Concern has been shown by a number of people 
on the destruction of native trees like the Dakua in 
Fiji. 

Momi Gunstte : 

A gift of freehold property at Momi Bay area of 
12 acres 3 roods 5 perches with two large coastal guns 
on bunkers is to be made to Trust. Land was surveyed 
and papers prepared for the take-over of the property 
by Trust. This place is to be turned into a historic 
site and a scenic lookout. The handover is due to 
take place on March 12. 

Deuba Beach Property : 

Interest has been shown and studies made on a 
beach property at Deuba by National Trust, Town and 
Country Planning Office, Social Welfare Department, 
Fiji Museum and Fiji National Sports Council. All 
are interested in having the property set aside as a 
much needed recreational area. This represents the 
only beach with public access within reach of Suva 
residents. 

Marine Parks : 

No progress has been made on the establishment 
of marine parks although proposals for these were 
put to Government as long ago as 1978. One of the 
problems to be overcome is the method of ensuing 

   



  

the rights of the mataqali while still preserving the 
reefs from overfishing and exploitation. 

Mistoric Buildings : 

There is urgent need for legislation on buildings 
and their preservation to be drawn up, and the Trust 
is working on this. 

Borron House : 

In August 1979, the death occurred of Mr J. S. K. 

Borron. National Trust took over the care and pre- 

servation of the Borron House property immediately. 

Under the Will, Borron House is to be used by 
Government to house distinguished guests. As an 
alternative, it was offered to the Prime Minister for 
his residence. The Prime Minister stated that he did 

not wish to move his residence. Up to this date, Gov- 
ernment has not decided on whether it will use the 

house for distinguished guests or not. However, since 
the recent change of Ministry responsibilities, there 
has been considerable interest shown in the future 
of Borron House. 

Another alternative put to Government by the 
Trust was to have the house turned into a museum- 
type house, depicting the life of a former resident 
and statesman, Ratu Sir Lala Sukuna. The Trust 
had intentions of moving it’s offices immediately to 
Borron House but the Trustees objected to this. The 
Trust proposal to move its offices to Borron House 
was also opposed by Government and the lawyers of 
Mr J. S. K. Borron. However, interest has been 
shown in a counter proposal to convert the garage 
area to Trust offices. 

The Trustees are holding the $30,000 willed to 
National Trust for maintenance and preservation of 
Borron House. By the end of 1979, the Trust had 
depleted all it’s funds, and asked Government for 
extra money. This was due mainly to expenses 
ineurred on Borron House, which takes up half of 
Trust’s Government grant. The attention of Govern- 
ment has been drawn to this fact several times. 

Levuka Morris Hedstrom’s Building : 

On 31 August 1979, Carpenters Ltd. donated its 
old Morris Hedstrom building at Levuka to National 
Trust for preservation. The National Trust applied 
for Crown lease to be granted to it. 

National Trust has hopes of forming a Levuka 
sub-committee to look after its affairs there. The build- 
ing is to be renovated. A large portion of the building 
will be used as a multi-purpose hall, including a 
mini-museum, cultural centre and library. 

Trust has stated that it would like Levuka to be 
declared a historic town. 

Old Town Hall : 

The Trust Council have praised the foresight of 
those responsible for investing their money in a 
major work of restoration and preservation. They 
have some reservations on points of detail only. 

Environment Education : 

National Trust printed 1,000 copies of a teachers’ 
guide to conservation in Fiji, written by Mrs M. Knox 
and funded by World Wildlife Fund. This book ‘‘ The 
Greenbook for Fiji ’’ is being sold at bookshops and 
Trust office. 100 copies have been donated to the 
Teachers’ Training College, Nasinu. 

The manuscript of another book ‘‘ The Wildlife of 
Fiji ’’ sponsored both by Education Department and 
National Trust is ready for publication. 

The Trust acknowledges the need for printed 
material on Fiji’s wildlife, which can be of educational 
value to children and adults alike. Fiji’s children 
mostly see pictures of foreign birds and animals. Na- 
tional Trust has the material for such publications 
but as no funds are available locally, overseas aid 
is being currently sought for a series to be printed. 

Nature articles have been prepared by Trust in the 
past for the Fiji Times, but since the release of two 
of it’s workers, this has been abandoned for the time 
being. Trust also helps in the preparation of monthly 
magazine the ‘ Heritage’ produced jointly by Fiji 
Museum, Arts Council and National Trust. 

Trust held a small exhibition at the Fiji Museum in 
May. Some Suva schools were invited to put up dis- 
plays on environment pollution. Students showed a 
great deal of enthusiasm. As a result of this experi- 
ence it is hoped that the schools themselves will hold 
the exhibition in 1980. 

Pollution and Other Matters : 

National Trust has drawn the attention of several 
Government departments and private enterprise on 
the need for taking environmental consequences into 
account when disposing of waste material or using 
harmful chemicals. Trust lacks legislation for enforce- 
ment. The Ministry of Health and other Government 
ministries are urged to take a more rigorous stand 
on this matter. However, the voice is being heard— 
such matters are now often referred to the Trust for 
advice and comment. 

FINANCE 

At the beginning of 1979, National Trust had just 
over $2,000 in its Current Account plus $10,000 in 
Fixed Deposit. The Fixed Deposit was withdrawn, 
$5,000 in March and $5,000 in June 1979 and trans- 
ferred into Current Account. Annual grant from Fiji 
Government amounted to $17,830. An additional 
amount was sought from Government to keep the 
Trust from overdrawing at the end of 1979. Trust 
received an additional grant of $2,078. 

The bulk of expenses ineurred in 1979 were on the 
preparation of a plan for establishment of national 
parks and reserves. Unforseen expenses were those 
incurred on Borron House. As from August 1979, 
Trust took over the Borron House management. 
Trust’s efforts to have the House turned into a 
money-earning property has failed so far because 
of legal entanglements. 

World Wildlife Fund, through International Union 
for Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources, 
have paid $10,000 (U.S.) to Trust in 1979 for pay- 
ment of fees to it’s Consultant and his fares to 
U.S.A. at the completion of the project. The rest of 
the expenses for this project was met by the Trust. 

Council members and some members of the publie 
are concerned at the low priority Trust is given by 
Government generally. 

STAN B. BROWN 
Chairman 6 Mareh 1980 

   


