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Honorable John J. McCloy, 
Assistant Secretary of War, 
Washington, D. C.

1344

Dear Mr. McCloy:

Reference is made to the suit recently filed by Mrs. Shizuko 
Shiramizu, et al., against myself and several other defendants, seeking 
an injunction to restrain enforcement of exclusion orders against the 
petitioners.

It appears that Mrs. Shiramizu's husband had been inducted into the 
Army of the United States in January 1941, and assigned to the 100th 
Infantry; that in January 1944 he had been seriously wounded in active 
combat, was awarded the Purple Heart and a few days later died from his 
wounds; and that her brother is at present a corporal in the Army of the 
United States, stationed in India. No evidence of disloyalty on her 
part has been found and there appears to be no reason why her exclusion 
from prescribed areas of the Western Defense Command should be continued.

Accordingly, I sent a representative to confer with Mrs. Shiramizu 
and to offer her a permit to return to the prohibited area. Mrs. Shiramizu 
stated that she was not particularly interested insofar as her own personal 
return is concerned, but that she had brought legal action in order to 
restore the rights of her race which she felt had been improperly taken 
away.

As the case now stands therefore, Mrs. Shiramizu has been offered 
an opportunity to return, has refused it, and has by so refusing given 
us an excellent argument to be used when the case comes before the court, 
as it can be argued that the procedure exists for her return, that she 
has refused to avail herself of that procedure and therefore is not en­
titled to consideration by the court.

When the President was in San Diego ten days ago, I called upon him 
to pay my respects. We discussed the matter of Japanese exclusion and 
the suits now pending. The President went into the matter of the relocation 
of the Japanese at some length. He seemed to feel that there should be 
no difficulty in accomplishing a solution of the problem whereby one or 
two Japanese families would be placed in each of several thousand small 
communities throughout the nation. He went into detail in showing how the 
plan would work in his own county.
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Page 2, Ltr to Mr. McCloy.

The solution envisaged by the President would be entirely satisfactory 
if the Japanese excludees would conform. However, although a few thousand 
will do so, it is ray opinion and the opinion of all of those who are closely 
connected with the problem that the great majority of the Japanese will 
insist on going back to the areas from which they were originally removed. 
There is more than a question of obstinacy involved, for if one or two 
families should be located in a single white community, they would be 
isolated from their own people and would particularly be deprived of the 
religious, social and cultural contacts to which they are accustomed and 
which the Japanese particularly treasure. In addition, it must be appre­
ciated that the economic factor is an important one. For example, a 
Japanese dentist or merchant will have great difficulty in establishing 
himself in a white community.

I think that we must base our action on the fact that a major portion 
of the excludees will wish to return to their original homes and that if 
they are not returned a very large number of them will bring legal action 
to accomplish it.

Again with reference to the Shiramizu case, may I report that it is 
proceeding as planned and that your instructions relative to obtaining 
maximum delay are being complied with. In addition, everything possible 
is being done to keep publicity connected with the case at a minimum.
I believe that the action already taken in offering Mrs. Shiramizu an 
opportunity to return will greatly reduce the publicity, as it removes 
much of the possibility of newspaper publicity based on the sympathy angle.

Very sincerely,

C. H. BONESTEEL 
Major General, U.S.A. 

Commanding


