THE ARTS of KINGSHIP

HAWAIIAN ART AND NATIONAL CULTURE
OF THE KALAKAUA ERA

The Arts of Kingship offers a sustained
and detailed account of Hawaiian public
THE ARTS art and architecture during the reign of
OF KINGSHIP David Kalakaua, the nativist and cosmo-
'F politan ruler of the Hawaiian Kingdom
from 1874 to 1891. Stacy Kamehiro
provides visual and historical analysis of
Kalakaua’s coronation and regalia, the
King Kamehameha Statue, ‘lolani Palace,
and the Hawaiian National Museum,
drawing them together in a common

historical, political, and cultural frame.

These cultural projects were part of the monarchy’s concerted effort to
promote a national culture in the face of colonial pressures, internal
political divisions, and declining social conditions for Native Hawai-
ians, which, in combination, posed serious threats to the survival of
the nation. The Kalakaua leadership endorsed images that boosted
international relations and appeased foreign agitators in the kingdom
while addressing indigenous political cleavages. Kamehiro interprets
the images, spaces, and institutions as articulations of the complex cul-
tural entanglements and creative engagement with international com-
munities that occur with prolonged colonial contact. This book will be
welcomed by readers with an interest in Hawaiian history and art and
will appeal to art and architectural historians, as well as those studying
Pacific history, cultural and museum studies, and anthropology.

Stacy L. Kamehiro is associate professor in the History of Art and
Visual Culture Department at the University of California, Santa Cruz.
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WHO OwnNs THE CROWN LANDS

OF HAWAI‘1?
JON M.VAN DYKE

2009 Ka Pdlapala Po‘okela Awards, Winner in three categories:
Excellence in Hawaiian Culture, Excellence in Text or
Reference Books, and Excellence in Nonfiction

THE 1846-1848 MAHELE (division) trans-
formed the lands of Hawai‘i from a shared
value into private property, but left many
issues unresolved. Kauikeaouli (Kame-
hameha III) agreed to the Mahele, which
divided all land among the mé7 (king), the
ali‘i (chiefs), and the maka‘@nana (com-
moners), in the hopes of keeping the lands
in Hawaiian hands even if a foreign power
claimed sovereignty over the Islands. The
king’s share was further divided into Gov-
ernment and Crown Lands, the latter man-
aged personally by the ruler until a court
decision in 1864 and a statute passed in 1865 declared that they could
no longer be bought or sold by the mo‘7 and should be maintained
intact for future monarchs.

After the illegal overthrow of the monarchy in 1893, Government and
Crown Lands were joined together, and after annexation in 1898 they
were managed as a public trust by the United States. At statehood in
1959, all but 373,720 acres of Government and Crown Lands were
transferred to the State of Hawai‘i. The legal status of Crown Lands
remains controversial and misunderstood to this day.

Jon M. Van Dyke has been a professor of law since 1976 at the Wil-
liam S. Richardson School of Law, University of Hawai'i.
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The Hawaiian Historical Society

ORGANIZED 1892

THE HAWAIIAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY is dedicated to preserving historical
material relating to Hawai‘i and the Pacific and publishing scholarly re-
search on the history of Hawai‘i and the Pacific. The Society maintains a re-
search library, publishes The Hawaiian Journal of History and limited-edition
books, and holds regular lecture meetings. The Society is a not-for-profit
membership organization funded by dues, contributions, book sales, an
endowment, and grants for special projects.

Membership in the Society is open to both individuals and institutions
and includes The Hawaiian Journal of History, Na Mea Kahiko newsletter,
membership meetings, and discounts on publications.
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Memberships at $50 level and above are available to couples and for members
with mailing addresses outside the United States.

* Consecutive annual donations in these categories are credited toward a
Life Membership.
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