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much from their 

friendship and their 

wisdom.   I also have 

never been treated 

with so much 

respect.  I would be 

in so much trouble if 

I thought it was 

because of anything 

I did.  I can see why 

people can become 

dazzled with this 

honor and respect.   

I thought I 

understood the historical impact that our veterans have 

had to help shape Hawaii to what is today but I now 

see my knowledge was very inadequate.  Their impact 

on Hawaii was tremendous and we must make sure the 

future generations know this.  Thatôs why I have put 

most of my efforts into our Education Center (EC).  If 

we donôt, the story will just fade away as our vets 

have.  I have never experienced so many funerals in 

my life.  Soon the last of our vets will be gone and it 

will be up to us to tell the story.   

Although I will not be president of our 

organization, I still will be involved in the EC.  Please 

give HARRY NAKAYAMA (our new President) the 

same support you have given me as the next two years 

will be critical in setting up how we approach our 

future.  My best wishes to Harry and the Board of 

Directors in the coming years.   

Aloha and Mahalo, LLOYD KITAOKA, 

Immediate Past President.  

As we have come to 

the end of my second 

term as President of our 

organization, I would 

like to thank all of you 

for your support.  I have 

had such good people 

around me and I would 

not have made it without 

a great support system.   

I leave with mixed 

feelings.  It has been 

such a privilege and 

honor to serve our club 

but it has been emotional and physical draining at 

times.  We have had many issues weôve had to deal 

with and some of them have very emotional.   

I know some of you have had differences with 

how we have dealt with certain issues but know this, 

weôve always faced issues with the thought of how 

would our veterans approach the issue or how it would 

benefit them.  We always start our meetings with a 

moment of silence to remember to whom we are 

accountable to.    It always puts you in the right frame 

of mind.  I also have had my dad to bounce issues 

around with to see if I see things correctly.  Most of 

you donôt have that luxury but as you know, I lost my 

sounding board in August, so I too donôt have his 

view about things anymore.   

On the other hand, Iôve met so many people in the 

last four years.  I have met leaders in government, the 

military, and many dignitaries.  I have never met so 

many prominent people in my life.  I have gained 

A MESSAGE FROM THE IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT by Lloyd Kitaoka 

Lloyd Kitaoka gives the Presidentôs Address at the 2016 Anniversary 
Banquet.  Photo by CLYDE SUGIMOTO 



IN APPRECIATION 
 

 Doomo Arigatoo Gozaimasu for 
the following generous donations 
which were received from December 
4, 2016 to January 18, 2017: 

  

EDUCATION CENTER 

$50 SUSAN MUROSHIGE   
  OMURA in memory of   
  MARY HAMASAKI 

$25 The Family of the late   
  WALLACE AND KAY   
  CHINEN  -  JOYCE,   
  EUNICE,  KARLEEN and  
  CARLTON CHINEN in  
  memory of Mary Hamasaki 

$25 Joyce Chinen in memory of  
  JUDGE TAKASHI    
  KITAOKA 

$200 IRENE K. NAKAGAWA in 
  memory of OSAMU    
  NAKAGAWA (Dog Co.) 

$100 C. MATSUNAGA in   
  memory of ARTHUR   
  KOMIYAMA 

$50 MARGARET Y. HARADA 
  in memory of TETSUO   
  TATEISHI 

$100 DARRYL A. IMAI 

$300 GERTRUDE K. UYENO in 
  memory of KIYOSHI   
  UYENO  

$42 Donation Box 

 

GENERAL OPERATING FUND 

$100 DOROTHY INOUYE in  
  memory of  SEICHI    
  HOASHI of Kauai (Charlie 
  Co.) 
 
PUKA-PUKA PARADE 
$100 TOMMY TANAKA 
 
IN KIND DONATIONS 
Donation of several hundred banquet 
chairs from a Waikiki Hotel by GARY 
NUSHIDA  
 
 

       Our sincere apologies if any 
donations were inadvertently omitted 
or are listed incorrectly.  Please let the 
Office know if your donation was not 
listed or if there are any corrections 
that need to be made.  Mahalo!  

MAUI CHAPTER NEWS by David Fukuda 

The Club 100 Maui Chapter kicked off the 75th Anniversary year 

of the formation of the 100th Infantry Battalion with a celebration at 

the Nisei Veterans Memorial Center on January 22, 2017.  In 

attendance were three members of the unit WILLIE GOO, TOM 

YAMADA, and FRED YAMASHIGE, along with over 40 spouses, 

widows, family members and friends. Also in attendance were 

HIROSHI ARISUMI (522nd veteran and President Emeritus of the 

Nisei Veterans Memorial Center) and DR. SEIYA OHATA ( the only 

Nisei who participated in D-Day invasion at Normandy). 

Three students from Kamehameha Schools Maui presented projects 

they had prepared for Living History Day held at the Pacific Aviation 

Museum at Pearl Harbor last fall.  JOHN KOA WILLIAMSON and 

JUSTIN SHIFFLER's exhibit was on MAJOR MITSUYOSHI 

FUKUDA, the last commanding officer of the 100th.  JARIN 

CORREA presented research on Mauian JAMES KAHOLOKULA, 

one of the men of Hawaiian ancestry who were 100th veterans.   

Kaholokula's grandson, BARON KAHOLOKULA was also in 

attendance and shared memories and a song which his grandfather had 

written.   

The guests were treated to a special "Flying Knives" luncheon 

prepared by chef CRIS GUTIERREZ featuring a teppanyaki lunch 

which included sushi, shrimp, scallops and steak. The Nagata family 

(TOM NAGATA) donated the dessert cake. 

Thanks goes to the organizing team of FRANCINE LEE (ED 

NISHIHARA), JILL ROSS (STANLEY IZUMIGAWA), JONI 

KAWAMURA (Willie Goo), JANICE TOYAMA (JOHNNY 

MIYAGAWA), and DAVID FUKUDA (Mits Fukuda) for planning 

the event.  Members of the Maui's Sons & Daughters of the Nisei 

Veterans assisted in the set up and clean up of the facilities. 

The Nisei Veterans Memorial Center is planning an exhibit on the 

100th Infantry Battalion (Separate) at the Education Center this 

summer.  Please make plans to visit the center and bring family 

members and friends to help commemorate this historic milestone. 

FINAL CALL FOR THE ARMY RESERVE BALL 
 

Although the official RSVP deadline has already passed, if 
you are a 100th veteran who would like to go to the Army 
Reserve Ball, please contact JAYNE HIRATA at 366-3148 

or jayne.hirata@gmail.com as soon as possible.   
  

The Ball will be on Saturday, February 18, 2017 from 
5:00 pm to 11:00 pm at the Hawaii Convention Center.   
Dinner for 100th veterans and their accompanying family 

members will be complementary (no charge).   
Transportation will be provided upon request by the 

100th/442d Army Reservists to and from the venue for any 
100th veteran in need of a ride. 



ABLE CHAPTER NEWS by Jayne Hirata 
  

 Happy Year of the Rooster to all in the Able Family and belated 

congratulations to GARY HAYAKAWA who is the new Able 

Chapter President for 2017-2019.  Gary will serve on the 100th 

Board of Directors along with 100th First Vice President, 

BEVERLY SHIROMA.   

 There will be no Able Chapter meeting in February.   

 It broke my heart when I recently learned that BARBARA 

NISHIOKA, the wife of Able veteran TOMMY NISHIOKA, had 

passed away on December 30 of last year at age 92.  Private services 

have been held.  My condolences to all in the Nishioka family. 

Barbara will be greatly missed by all of us who knew her.   

 I also wanted to wish Able veteran TOKUJI ñTOKEò 

YOSHIHASHI a very 

happy belated birthday.  

(The photo of Toke and 

his birthday cake is from 

the Go For Broke 

National Education 

Centerôs Facebook 

page.)  Toke was very 

busy in the weeks prior to 

his 94th as he 

participated in a program 

at the White House on 

Generational Experiences 

of Asian Americans 

(download at 

www.whitehouse.gov/

photos-and-video/

video/2016/12/15/

generational-experiences-

asian-americans 0.  

According to GFBNEC, 

the American Airlines flight crew recognized Toke and his fellow 

WWII Nisei veterans over their airplaneôs PA system and allowed 

them to deplane first.  The veterans exited to applause and a standing 

ovation from their fellow passengers.  

 I recently took a short trip over to Maui and visited the Nisei 

Veterans Memorial Center in Kahului to see the MIS exhibit before 

it closed in January.   It was great to see quotes and photos from 

100th veterans with Maui ties including the late JUDGE TAKASHI 

KITAOKA (Baker Co.) and the late STANLEY IZUMIGAWA 

(Able Co.) on the Pearl Harbor display at the entrance to their 

Education Center.   

 I highly recommend that you see ñCompassion in a War Zoneò 

about Able Co. veteran, THOMAS ñTAROò HIGA on February 

19.  I got a sneak preview and it is a very compelling and 

entertaining documentary.  

FOR CONTINUING SERVICE 
 

ñUNDECK THE HALLSò  
 

Thank you to everyone who turned 

out for the first Descendants Chapter 

ñSpecial Eventò of the year, taking 

down the Christmas decorations at the 

Clubhouse.   There were so many 

volunteers (too many to list here), a lot 

of whom showed up early, that we 

finished in record time.  By the time the 

official start time of 9:30 am rolled 

around, everything was already pau as 

you can see in the photo below.  Special 

thanks to the 100th/442d Army 

Reservists who not only helped take 

down the decorations but cleaned the 

Clubhouse, did yardwork and even 

cooked breakfast for everyone after a 

long morning of going up and down 

ladders. 

FOODBANK DRIVE 

A big mahalo to everyone who 

brought donations of non-perishable 

food with them to their Chapter 

Christmas parties in support of our 

annual Holiday Drive.  We delivered 76 

cans and packages to the Hawaii 

Foodbank on behalf of the 100th. 

UPCOMING FUNDRAISER 

Mahalo to SHENAN ñSHENò 

BROWN and his partners at ALOHA 

DAMASHII (www.alohadamashii.com) 

for donating 50 bracelets to support of 

the February Okinawa Prefectural Peace 

Memorial Museum exhibition.   100% 

of the proceeds will be donated to the 

Museum and the Descendants Chapter.   



HEADQUARTERS CHAPTER NEWS                           
by Janice Sakoda, daughter of Gary Uchida 

December and January have been very slow news months so here 

again, ñNo news is good newsò.   

After Christmas, I had the opportunity to visit ED IKUMA twice.  

DOT TAMASHIRO and I, and then my husband and I, went to visit 

Mr. Ikuma when GARY IKUMA was visiting.  Gary and ED 

SAKODA graduated high school the same year.  Ed went to 

óIolani but if he had gone to Kaimuki High School instead, he and 

Gary might have been classmates, so they have friends in common.   

As for me, I enjoyed chatting with Ed Ikuma.   I learn something 

new every time I talk with him. For example, I learned that he and 

my dad, GARY UCHIDA, knew each other before the war, before 

being drafted, through surfing at the Halekulani Hotel. My dad 

worked at the Halekulani and Mr. Ikuma grew up in Waikiki, where 

the popular surfing spot was in front of the Halekulani Hotel.  Both 

Mr. Ikuma and my dad enjoyed surfing in their youth, so I guess it 

was inevitable that they would meet.  (And all this time I thought 

they knew each other from Headquarters Chapter.)  I also learned 

from Mr. Ikuma that the Germans had conscripted Japanese nationals 

so it was a surprise to the 100th when the Nisei captured these 

conscripted soldiers who spoke Russian and German.  So 

interesting!  Iôm not into history but love learning little tidbits like 

this. 

Mr. Ikuma also shared that he recently received a Christmas card 

from HIDE KODA who lives in Japan.  Mr. Koda is part of B 

Co/100Bn/442RCT 

Reenactment Group.  

According to their 

Facebook site,  ñWe are 

Nisei Unit (U.S.ARMY 

"Japanese American's" 

100Bn/442RCT) 

Reenacters!!ò  Their 

next reenactment will be 

in Shiga Prefecture in 

May of 2017 and they 

would love to have a 100th descendant visit or even participate in the 

event.   

Have you noticed that sometimes an action can have an 

unexpected ripple effect?  While visiting Mr. Ikuma, I happened to 

mention that HIDENOBU HIYANE had made a donation to 

Headquarters Christmas party.  Mr. Ikuma then recalled that he and 

Mr. Hiyane were going to meet at one of the Wine Gang luncheons 

but for unknown reasons, the reunion never took place.  Mr. Ikuma 

was so happy to hear about Mr. Hiyaneôs donation, which we assume 

means Mr. Hiyane is doing well.    

Please plan to join us at our next Headquarters meeting on 

Saturday, February 11 at 10:00 a.m. 

DOG CHAPTER NEWS                         
by Joy Teraoka 

In the last issue of the Puka-Puka 

Parade, we were not able to report on 

our Dog Chapter Christmas Party.  

Better late than never, I am sharing the 

news with you now.   

On December 18, 2016, although it 

was a smaller gathering of Dog 

Chapter families, we had a warm and 

wonderful Christmas Party.  MARY 

TSUKAYAMA and her family had us 

playing a hilariously exciting game 

with three separate groups 

disassembling these large, tightly 

wrapped Saran/newspaper balls that 

hid goodies like candies, coins, and 

money within its successive layers.  

Each participant took turns throwing 

dice until he/she got a double.  That 

gave the person a chance to try to 

unwrap the ball and get some of the 

prizes within the ball.  The frenzy 

elicited peals of laughter and 

frustration.  Thanks, to the 

Tsukayamas.  It was terrific! 

RHODA KAWAMATAôs 

grandson, ERIC, was a perfect Santa, 

to the delight of our two children, 

TREVOR and BRADEN, and Santaôs 

Mother and grand-aunties, who 

perched on his knee for photos. 

HARRY NAKAYAMA made 

arrangement for the delicious food.  

Rhoda crispy-fried a huge batch of 

oama fish she caught herself.  The 

OSHIRO/TSUTSUI families brought 

tasty desserts. 

This may have been our last Doggy 

Christmas Party, but our memories of 

it will be lasting.  Thanks to all. 

If you have any news of Dog 

Chapter members, wives, widows, 

offspring, please call me at (808) 218-

7222 or email joyteraoka@mac.com.  

We would love to share it with other 

Doggies.   

Wishing you all a Happy New 

Year! 

mailto:joyteraoka@mac.com


BAKER CHAPTER NEWS                               
by Ann Kabasawa 

 

 Sorry to anyone who was 
inconvenienced due to the last minute 
cancellation of the January 2017 Baker 
Chapter meeting.  We will have a meeting on 
Saturday, February 4 at 1:00 pm.   

It was so nice to see over 150 people at 

our Company A/B Christmas party.  

Everyone enjoyed the onolicious food, many 

door prizes, wonderful visit by Santa and the 

great comraderie!!!  We were so fortunate to 

have beautiful cello music by AMY AND 

CATIE KANESHIRO and ADELE 

CHING who played the koto.  JONATHAN 

NOSAKA led the group with songs and a 

ñName that Tuneò contest too.  JOYCE 

HIYANE WALTERS so graciously 

donated her time to give massages to many 

there.  QUIK PIX HAWAII, 

PHOTOBOOTH took many family pictures 

with their beautiful background setting.   

Thank you to CLYDE SUGIMOTO and 

PAT THOMSON for taking all those 

candid shots too. 

THANK YOU TO ALL THOSE WHO 

SO GENEROUSLY DONATED FOOD, 

DOOR PRIZES AND MONETARY GIFTS.  

Most of all many, many thanks to 

MARYANN TANABE, BEV SHIROMA, 

JAYNE HIRATA, BERT HAMAKADO, 

GARY HAYAKAWA, RALPH 

STEENSEN for all your help!!! 

GREEN THUMB CLUB by Janice Sakoda 
 

I hear the Cherry blossoms are in bloom!  (or by now, maybe 

itôs past its peak season).  We are hoping to take a trolley ride to 

see the blossoms, probably on February 4.  More details will be 

sent to those on the Green Thumb mailing list.  

Also in February, we are planning a farm tour to the North 

Shore; details are still being worked out. 

March is slated to have us weeding at Kapiolani Community 

College Cactus Garden in honor of Dog Company veteran 

MORISO TERAOKA.  According to Kapiolani Community 

Collegeôs website (https://www.kapiolani.hawaii.edu/project/

cactus-garden/):   

ñIn 1988, retiree and former member of the 100th Infantry 

Battalion/442nd RCT sought and received permission to 

landscape a small portion of unused space at the Kapiᾶolani 

Community College with the intention of planting and 

cultivating a cactus and succulent garden. Working seven days a 

week with seeds and plants ordered from catalogs, he crafted a 

small but beautiful garden. Since that time, Moriso and an ever-

changing team of volunteers have cultivated the original space 

and expanded the garden to expand an immense space running 

along the lower edge of the campus. The garden is a famous 

tourist spot and botanical site, attracting many thousands of 

visitors since its creation. The cactus garden won the Outdoor 

Circle Beautification Award in 1990 and 1998. And after all 

these years, Moriso Teraoka still works in the garden he began 

as a work of passion.ò   

We hope you will join us in supporting Moriso Teraokaôs 

work and helping weed these beautiful cactus gardens.   Hope 

you will join us on our excursions and meetings!  Please email 

JAN SAKODA at bustersfriend@hotmail.com or leave a 

message at the Clubhouse for her at 946-0272 if youôd like to be 

included in our email list. 

https://www.kapiolani.hawaii.edu/project/cactus-garden/
https://www.kapiolani.hawaii.edu/project/cactus-garden/
mailto:bustersfriend@hotmail.com


 A travelling exhibition on the Battle of Okinawa 

and Messages of Peace from the Okinawa Prefectural 

Peace Memorial Museum in Itoman, Okinawa will be 

on display at the Clubhouse from Wednesday, 

February 15 until Tuesday, February 28.  The 

exhibit will be open on Mondays through Saturdays 

from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm and will be closed on 

Sundays.  Admission is free and the show is open to 

the public.   

 The exhibit consists of detailed information on the 

Battle of Okinawa from the Museumôs permanent 

collection as well as artwork by Okinawan students 

sharing their hopes for peace in the world.  There will 

also be a Battle of Okinawa display by KCC 

Cybrarian SHARI TAMASHIRO, a haiku contest by 

óIolani School students and a sale of bracelets 

generously donated by ALOHA DAMASHII (funds 

will go to the Museum and the 100th Descendants 

Chapter).  

 The Museum describes the Battle of Okinawa as 

follows (www.peace-museum.pref.okinawa.jp/

english/): 

 ñIn late March 1945, a fierce battle 

such as has rarely been seen in history took 

place on these islands. The "Typhoon of 

Steel" that lasted for ninety days disfigured 

mountains, destroyed much of the cultural 

legacy, and claimed the precious lives of 

upward of 200,000 people. The Battle of 

Okinawa was the only ground fighting 

fought on Japanese soil and was also the 

largest-scale campaign of the Asia-Pacific 

War. Even countless Okinawan civilians 

were fully mobilized.  A significant aspect 

of the Battle of Okinawa was the great loss 

of civilian life. At more than 100,000 

civilian losses far outnumbered the 

military death toll.ò 

 There will be two special events at the Clubhouse 

in conjunction with the exhibition.  Both are free and 

open to the public.  We are still working on parking 

arrangements.   

 On Sunday, February 19 from 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm, 

there will be a video presentation and lecture by the 

Museum curators on the Battle of Okinawa followed 

by a showing of the movie ñCompassion in a War 

Zoneò (ñSenjo no Chimugukuruò in Japanese). 

OKINAWA PREFECTURAL PEACE MEMORIAL MUSEUM EXHIBIT AT THE     
CLUBHOUSE IN FEBRUARY by Jayne Hirata 

 ñCompassion in a War Zoneò is an NHK 

documentary about THOMAS ñTAROò HIGA (Able 

Co.) who initially served with the 100th at the 

European Front but was later recruited by the US 

military to serve in Okinawa due to his ability to speak 

English, Japanese and the Okinawan dialect.  

Accompanying American troops to caves across 

Okinawa where hundreds of people were hiding in 

fear, Higa spoke to them in their mother tongue to 

assure them it was safe to surrender.   Higa was 

successful in eleven instances and is attributed with 

saving the lives of countless Okinawans.   Even now, 

70 plus years later, Higa is still considered a national 

hero to many Okinawans.   

 The movie is in Japanese with English subtitles.  It 

features segments on the 100th as well as interviews 

with 100th veterans, the late JUDGE TAKASHI 

KITAOKA (Baker Co.) and EDWARD IKUMA 

(HQ Co.).    It is appropriate for adults and teens but is 

not recommended for younger children due to graphic 

portrayals of WWII. 

 Children of all ages are welcome 

to join us on Sunday, February 26 

from 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm for a 

showing of ñRyujin Mabuyer:  The 

Movieò (ñNanatsu no Mabuiò in 

Japanese).  The plot of the movie is 

as follows (from the HIFF website 

at www.hiff.org).   

 ñUruma is a young Okinawan 

stage actor who lacks self-

confidence but wants to be a hero on 

stage.  One day, an evil 

organization, Majumum, rises from 

ancient time and attempts to build 

the Majimun Kingdom by taking 

over Okinawa.  When Majimun 

attacks Urumaôs stage and knocks 

him down, the soul of Ryujin Mabuyer is summoned 

into Urumaôs body and he becomes Ryujin Mabuyer 

who fights to protect the 7 Mabui stones that are 

essential for Okinawan peopleôs lives and to prevent 

Majimunôs rule of Okinawa.ò 

Please contact me at 366-3148 or 

jayne.hirata@gmail.com if you have any questions.  

Please visit the 100th Infantry Battalion Veterans aka 

Club 100 Facebook page for updates.    



FIGHTING TWO WARS ï GOV. DAVID IGE: ñAM I 
ADDING TO YOUR LEGACY?ò 

Article and photos from the HAWAII HERALD website 
(thehawaiiherald.com/2017/01/fighting-two-wars-gov-david-ige-am-i-adding-to-your-legacy/) 

 

Aloha . . . It truly is an honor and a privilege for me to be here today 

as governor of the state of Hawaiói. 

My grandparents, the Issei, immigrated to Hawaiói from Japan and 

Okinawa more than a hundred years ago in search of a better life and a 

future for their family. They came to work in the sugar plantations in 

Hawaiói ð weeding, cutting and hauling sugarcane by hand ð back-

breaking work for just pennies a day. As children, my parents, the Nisei, 

endured living conditions that were dramatically different from my 

own. 

My mother TSURUE grew up on Kahuku Plantation on the North 

Shore of Oóahu. My father, TOKIO IGE, grew up in óEwa Plantation 

on the west side. At that time, public schools in the rural communities 

only went to the eighth grade. You know, their options for their future 

were limited and many professional occupations not accessible. 

On the morning of December 7, 1941, when the bombs fell on Pearl 

Harbor, their lives changed 

forever. At first the War 

Department declared the 

Nisei as 4-C, enemy aliens, 

unfit for service. The Nisei 

felt a deep obligation to be 

grateful to the land of their 

birth ð America. They 

were eager to prove their 

loyalty. Like many others, 

my dad volunteered to 

become a member of the 

100th Infantry Battalion of 

the 442nd Regimental Combat Team during World War II, just as my 

father-in-law (SAKUJI AMANO) had done. 

The 100th Battalion, 442nd Go for Broke Regimental Combat team 

was the most decorated unit for its size and length of service in 

American military history. Over the course of the war, more than 

14,000 men served, earning eight Presidential [Unit] Citations, 21 

Medals of Honor, 2,400 Bronze Stars and more than 9,400 Purple 

Hearts. 

When my father and other Nisei soldiers returned, just as many of 

these veterans who are here today, they didnôt talk much about their 

experiences in Europe or the war at all. I had seen the scars on my 

fatherôs back and his leg when he had earned his Purple Heart. But he 

never talked about it. In fact, I never truly knew, until he passed away, 

that he earned his Purple Heart on October 29, 1944, in France, in the 

battle to rescue the ñLost Battalion.ò I also learned that he earned the 

Bronze Star. But, you know, thatôs the humility of this ñGreatest 

Generationò of veterans who we are honoring here today. 

100th veterans Rikio ñRikiò Tsuda and  

Dr. Coolidge Wakai 

http://thehawaiiherald.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/Fighting-Two-WarsRiki-and-Coolidge.jpg


The Puka-Puka Parade is the official newsletter of 
the 100th Infantry Battalion Veterans organization 
and is published monthly, eleven times a year. 

 

The opinions expressed in the PPP are those of the 
individual authors and do not necessarily reflect the 
position of the 100th Infantry Battalion Veterans.  

  

Please e-mail your articles, comments or questions 
about the PPP to club100vets@gmail.com.  

If you do not have access to email, please mail or 
deliver your articles, comments or questions to the 

Clubhouse Office.   

The deadline to submit articles for the                 
March 2017 issue is February 15, 2016 

 

100th Infantry Battalion Veterans 
520 Kamoku Street 

Honolulu, Hawaii  96826 
(808)946-0272 

club100vets@gmail.com 
www.100thbattalion.org 

 
Office Hours: 

M, T, Th, F  -  9 am to 1 pm 
W  -  9 am to 12 noon 

  

FEBRUARY 100TH INF BN VETS CLUB CALENDAR 

BOARD Meeting    Saturday, February 18 at 9:00 am 
ABLE Chapter    No meeting 
BAKER Chapter    Saturday, February 4 at 1:00 pm 
CHARLIE Chapter   Saturday, February 25 at 10:00 am 
DOG Chapter    Saturday, February 4 at 9:30 am 
HQ/MEDICS Chapter  Saturday, February 11 at 10:00 am 
GREEN THUMB CLUB Saturday, February 25 at 11:00 am 
LINE DANCING    Wednesdays, February 1, 8, 15, 22                
        from 9:00 am to 11:00 am  
    

CLUB EVENTS  
(all events at the Clubhouse unless otherwise indicated) 

OKINAWA PREFECTURAL Open February 15 to February 28  
PEACE MUSEUM     9:00 am to 1:00 pm on Mon-Sat 
EXHIBIT       Closed on Sundays 
BATTLE OF OKINAWA  Sunday, February 19, 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm 
LECTURE AND TARO HIGA 
MOVIE 
RYUJIN MABUYA MOVIE Sunday, February 26, 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Clubhouse CLOSED  Monday, February 20 for Presidents Day 

 

 

Dates and times subject to change.  Please contact your Chapter President, 
Committee Chairperson or the Clubhouse Office for information or updates.  

 

100th Infantry Battalion Veterans 
520 Kamoku Street 
Honolulu, HI  96826 
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FEBRUARY 2017 
PUKA-PUKA PARADE ADDENDUM 

The following items were submitted to be included in the February 2017 

PPP but due to space restrictions, they were unable to be included.   

FOR CONTINUING SERVICE 

A photograph or Turner Hall after the Christmas decorations were taken down and packed up. 

HEADQUARTERS CHAPTER NEWS (CONTINUED) by Janice Sakoda  

Since this is a short column, I thought Iôd share this tidbit of wisdom thatôs been making the rounds on the 

interneté 

ABOUT GROWING OLDER... 

 First ~Eventually you will reach a point when you stop lying about your age and start bragging about it. 

 Second ~ The older we get, the fewer things seem worth waiting in line for. 

 Third ~ Some people try to turn back their odometers. Not me; I want people to know why I look this way. I've 

traveled a long way, and some of the roads weren't paved. 

 Fourth ~ When you are dissatisfied and would like to go back to youth, think of Algebra. 

 Fifth ~ You know you are getting old when everything either dries up or leaks. 

 Sixth ~ I don't know how I got over the hill without getting to the top. 

 Seventh ~ One of the many things no one tells you about aging is that it's such a nice change from being 

young. 

 Eighth ~ One must wait until evening to see how splendid the day has been. 

 Ninth ~ Being young is beautiful, but being old is comfortable. 

 Tenth ~ Long ago, when men cursed and beat the ground with sticks, it was called witchcraft. Today it's called 

golf. 

 And, finally ~ If you don't learn to laugh at trouble, you won't have anything to laugh at when you're old 

 
 
 

100th descendants ISAMI 
YOSHIHARA, BERT HAMAKADO, 
SOPHIE HATAKANAKA and JOHN 

OKI pack up the last of the  
Christmas decorations.    



NISEI VETERANS LEGACY FUNDRAISERS by Jennifer Okubo 
 

VACATIONS HAWAII REWARDS 

The Nisei Veterans Legacy organization is participating in the Loyalty Rewards program offered by 

Vacations Hawaii.  When you are booking your travel arrangements, please refer to ñLoyalty Rewards #2490ò or 

ñNisei Veterans Legacyò.  NVL will earn travel credit each time someone books their travel with the Vacations 

Hawaii Custom Packages department that will allow them to auction off great travel prizes at future fundraisers.  

                  ANNUAL FUNDRAISER  

The first annual Nisei Veterans Legacy Fundraiser, ñPreserving the Past, Inspiring the Futureò, will be held 

on Thursday March 2 from 5:30 pm at the PomaikaôI Ballrooms at Dole Cannery Iwilei.    The cost is $75 per 

person which includes complementary heavy pupus and one drink.  Nisei veterans are free.  This event is open to 

the public.   

There will be a  Silent Auction from 5:30 pm to 6:30 pm and the Formal Program will start at 7:00 pm with 

Keynote Speaker, GOVERNOR GEORGE ARIYOSHI. 

Registration forms are available at www.nvlchawaii.org.  The RSVP deadline is February 20.   

If you would like to donate an item to the Silent Auction, contact COURTNEY KAJIKAWA at (808)525-

7051 or JENNIFER OKUBO at (808)497-3288 or jokubo@nvlchawaii.org.  Questions about the event may be 

directed to Jennifer Okubo also.   

 
 

NVMCôS ñOUR HEROESò SPEAKER SERIES 
(E-mail from the Nisei Veterans Memorial Center) 

 
The Nisei Veterans Memorial Center announces our 2017 ñOur Heroesò Speaker 

Series.  The series will commence with ROBERT NISHIDA on Saturday, February 18, 

2017 at 2:00 pm at the Nisei Veterans Memorial Centerôs Education Center at 1 Go For 

Broke Place, Kahului, Maui.  The event is free and open to the public.   

Robert Nishida was born and raised in Pukalani and was drafted in late 1945.  He was 

chosen for language school in Schofield Barracks and was selected for assignment to the 

Counter Intelligence Corps (CIC) and shipped out to Saipan. 

The Counter Intelligence Corp (CIC) was formed in January 1942 with a 

force of under 5,000 officers and non-commissioned agents.  In the immediate 

post-war period, the CIC operated in the occupied countries, countering the 

black market and searching for and arresting notable members of the previous 

regime.   

Mr. Nishida will tell the story of his duty and assignments during his 11 

month tour in Japan. 

For more information, contact DEIDRE TEGARDEN at (808)244-6862 

or deidre@nvmc.org,  Information will also be available at the NVMC website 

at www.nvmc.org. 

 
(Article below submitted to the PPP by REID MIZUE) 

 

HOW ISAMU NOGUCHI TRIED TO CHANGE A JAPANESE PRISON CAMP 
From the ARCHITECTURAL RECORD website (www.architecturalrecord.com/articles/12216-how-isamu

-noguchi-tried-to-change-a-japanese-prison-camp) 

In early 1942, shortly after the Japanese attacks on Pearl Harbor, PRESIDENT FRANKLIN D. 

ROOSEVELT signed Executive Order 9066, a directive that sanctioned the deportation of thousands of 



Japanese Americans from the West Coast to internment camps across the nation. 

As an East Coast resident, the acclaimed sculptor and designer ISAMU NOGUCHI was exempted from this 

deportation. But nonetheless he voluntarily entered Arizonaôs Poston War Relocation Center, hoping that he 

could use art to help ameliorate camp conditions. A new exhibit now on view at the Noguchi Museum in New 

York chronicles his initial optimism, subsequent disillusionment, and how the experience shaped his practice. 

Coinciding with the 75th anniversary of Executive Order 9066, Self-Interned, 1942: Noguchi in Poston War 

Relocation Center shows objects and ephemera from his time in Poston. An ambitious 1942 camp blueprint, for 

example, depicts a meticulously planned site complete with an art center and amphitheaterðeven a miniature 

golf course. Letters document Noguchiôs requests for cost estimates for kilns, clay, and art supplies in order to 

instruct internees in traditional crafts. His vision for Poston included meandering paths and canals, a Japanese 

cemetery, as well as plantings of palm, fig, and mesquite. 

ñNoguchi was an incredible idealist and an activist,ò says curator DAKIN HART. ñHe really believed he 

could galvanize the camp in the fight against fascism.ò 

But it soon becomes clear that the camp never planned to implement Noguchiôs ideas, leaving the idealist 

deflated. To make matters worse, the Japanese Americans in the camp didnôt fully accepted the designer, with 

some ñviewing him as a tool of the government,ò explains Hart. Noguchi requested to leave Poston after two 

months. It ultimately took him seven to get released. 

In a letter to MAN RAY, Noguchi wrote, ñThis is the weirdest, most unreal situationðlike in a dream ïI 

wish I were out... Here time has stopped and nothing is of any consequence, nothing of any value, neither our 

time or our skill.ò 

When Noguchi emerged from Poston, in November 1942, he was a changed artist. Rather than concentrating 

on figurative pieces, as he had before, he began vacillating between satirical jabs and abstract works. For 

example, My Arizona, a white fiberglass and Plexiglas wall sculpture, evokes a barren desert with abstracted 

buttes and mesas. Other projects hint at trauma: This Tortured Earth, a bronze relief scarred by gashes, is a 1942 

proposal for a massive earthwork to be created by aerial bombardment. 

It is only later, in the ó60s and ó70s, that his work becomes more meditative, with bronze, stone, and stainless

-steel sculptures recalling portals, voids, and doorways. They suggest transcendence, a movement toward a better 

tomorrow. ñTo be hybrid anticipates the future,ò Noguchi wrote. ñThis is America, the nation of all 

nationalities.ò 

Given the political climate, itôs an apt message for the times.  

 

(Article below submitted to the PPP by JANICE SAKODA) 

ñTAKE THE TIME TO REFLECT AND REMEMBERò 
HONORARY DEGREE CEREMONY, ROBERTSON AUDITORIUM, 

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA SAN FRANCISCO, DECEMBER 4, 2009 
REMARKS BY PATRICK HAYASHI, FORMER ASSOCIATE PRESIDENT, 

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA SYSTEM  
 

What a wonderful, beautiful day!  I have the honor of speaking to the UC community on behalf of the 

Japanese American community. I also have the honor of speaking to the Nisei who are being honored today on 

behalf of their children and grandchildren. Today, when UC honors these Nisei students, the Japanese American 

community would like to honor UC.  

Today is a wonderful day, but it is not surprising. During our darkest days, UC stood by us. When others 

treated us harshly, you treated us with kindness. When others persecuted us, you protected us. When others 

scorned us, you embraced us as family. Few people know about how UC leaders fought to protect the 

Constitutional rights, the personal welfare, and, most important, the human dignity of Japanese Americans.  



After Pearl Harbor, racial hysteria swept the nation. PRESIDENT ROBERT GORDON SPROUL, Vice 

President Monroe Deutsch and several other UC leaders helped establish the Committee on American Principles 

and Fair Play to defend the rights of Japanese Americans. When it became clear that Japanese Americans on the 

west coast would soon be put into concentration camps, many UC faculty tried their hardest to place their students 

in colleges in the mid-west. Then, when we were imprisoned in temporary assembly centers, like Tanforan, a race 

track in South San Francisco, UC faculty came to visit. They wrote letters, sent books, passed final exams through 

the fence. They brought art supplies so that we could start art classes for the children.  

At Berkeley, HARVEY ITANO earned the University Medal as the outstanding graduate of the Class of 

1942. President Sproul could have easily given the medal to the next student in line. Instead, at the 

commencement ceremony, President Sproul said, Harvey cannot be here today because his country has taken him 

elsewhere. And he arranged to have the medal presented to Harvey behind barbed wire. Here at UCSF, Dean of 
Pharmacy TROY DANIELS along with other faculty members displayed uncommon compassion, integrity and 

courage. Dean Daniels went to the Presidio to speak with the head of the western military command, GENERAL 

JOHN DEWITT. He asked that his eight Nisei students be temporarily exempted from the order to evacuate and 

be allowed to complete their pharmacy degrees.   

He also said that he and his wife would adopt HARRY IWAMOTO, his first graduate student, if that would 

allow Harry to stay. But, General DeWitt had publicly stated, "All Japanese, including those born in the United 

States, are members of an enemy race". He told Dean Daniels that all Nisei students would have to clear out of 

San Francisco. But the students and faculty had other ideas. The students stayed and they studied. The faculty 

helped them finish their coursework in record time. And then they helped them prepare for their state boards. 

When the students made their way home after curfew, they had to dodge the soldiers patrolling the city. Dean 

Daniels arranged for them to take their state boards early.  

One of these students, MASAO YAMAMOTO, told me that he was overcome with relief and gratitude when 

he learned that he had passed because he now had the foundation upon which he could build his life. After the 

Nisei students passed their exams, Dean Daniels helped them get safe passage out of San Francisco. He personally 

contacted law enforcement agencies and told them that UCSF students would be traveling to rejoin their families. 

How UCSF helped these Nisei students finish their studies is a wonderful important story. But, UCSF gave 

something much more valuable to the Japanese American community. You protected us from the bitterness, rage 

and despair that could have easily poisoned our hearts. At the worst of times, Dean Daniels and the UCSF faculty 

allowed us to see the very best in humankind. Today, UCSF completes the honorable work President Sproul, 

Dean Daniels and many, many others began 67 years ago. 

What UC does for our community today is kind and generous, decent and just. On behalf of the Japanese 

American community, from the bottom of our hearts, we thank you, we thank you very much. 

Kokoro kara, arigato, arigato gozaimasu. 

And, now, I would like to speak to the Nisei ~ those who are here today, and those who are with us in spirit. I 

speak on behalf of your children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren. 

You never talked much about the camps because you wanted to protect us. Immediately after Pearl Harbor, 

community leaders were picked up by the FBI. My mother's cousin was arrested because he taught kendo.  A 

week later, the FBI told his wife where she could claim his body.  No word was heard about many others who had 

been arrested ~ sometimes for weeks, months and even years. This was a terrifying time. You were given just 

seven days to prepare to go into the camps. You sold your family's possessions for just pennies on the dollar. You 

desperately tried to find homes for your pets. Many of your parents were already quite old. My grandfather was 

75 at the time. So much of the burden fell on you. You were told that you could take only what you could 

carry. In your hearts, you understood that all you could really carry were your aging parents and your little sisters 

and brothers.  You carried us with strength and grace and shielded us from pain.  You told us about the good parts 

of life in the camps ~ the dances, the baseball games, the festivals, and the weddings.  

Sometimes, very rarely, you spoke about the hard parts ~ about the beatings by a few hateful guards, about the 



suicides, about the arguments over the demands of patriotism and the demands of democracy, bitter arguments 

that turned friend against friend, brother against brother.  

You told us about old Mr. Wakasa who had adopted a stray dog. One day his dog got caught in the barbed 

wire. When he went to free him, the guard in the watchtower ordered him to back away from the fence. But Mr. 

Wakasa was deaf and he continued to help his little dog. So, the guard shot and killed him.  

When you spoke of the harshness of the camps, you made sure we knew that there was always kindness.  My 

mom and dad told me that when I was born, the Quakers sent a bassinet. Teachers from back home wrote letters 

and sent books. At Gila River, a 15-year-old RUTH MIX lied about her age, so she could help out in the camp 

hospital. There, she and other workers smuggled in medical supplies, sanitary napkins, clothing, shoes, anything 

to help.  You told us about their acts of kindness and courage but you never talked about your own.  But, now 

your stories are being told.  

One UC grad, LILLIAN MATSUMOTO, worked at an orphanage for Japanese-American children. When 

the evacuation order was given, Lillian could have gone to the camp with her family.  Instead, she, along with all 

the other orphanage workers, chose to stay with their orphans. Together, they all went to Manzanar and started 

the Children's Village, a place where these children who had nobody else could grow up protected and loved.  

At Manzanar, California; Topaz, Utah; Heart Mountain, Wyoming; Poston, Arizona; Jerome, Arkansas; 

Amache, Colorado ~ at all the camps, you immediately volunteered to teach classes in makeshift schools. You 

cared for the sick in hospitals. You buried the dead. You helped deliver the next generation of children. You 

never talked about your courage.  

In 1943, the government gave you a questionnaire and asked, "Are you willing to go into combat and fight for 

America?" Some, like my uncle and father, had the courage to say, "No. Hell no! We will not fight until our 

constitutional rights are restored!" Many of you were sent to Tule Lake, an especially harsh, high security 

concentration camp. Others had the courage to say, "Yes. Hell yes!"  

Many, like YORI WADA, former chair of the UC Regents, joined the MIS and served as scouts, code-

breakers and translators in the Pacific. Many others joined the 100th/442nd, the Japanese American Regimental 

Combat Team, and fought in Europe and became the most decorated regimental combat team in history.   

And, today, we pay special tribute to those who never returned ~ to those who fought and fell at Anzio, 

Salerno and Monte Cassino. We remember the hundreds of men who were killed or wounded while saving the 

Texas Lost Battalion.  

We remember the Nisei broke through the Gothic Line. Two attempts to break through had already failed. 

The 100th/442nd decided to try. One night, for eight hours, they climbed up a 4,000 foot cliff face to get behind the 

Germans and break the Gothic Line. They climbed quietly. They could only hear each other breathing. But every 

once in a while they felt a gust of wind. And they knew that one of their friends had lost his grip and was falling. 

The men who fell knew that if they cried out everyone would be slaughtered, so they fell to their deaths silently.  

After the war, you came home to start your lives again. America was characterized then, as now, by violence 

and prejudice, decency and generosity.  

One of the Nisei we are honoring today, GRACE AMEMIYA, pursued her nursing career and served in an 

Army hospital in Iowa caring for wounded GIs. The hospital director worried about her safety, because former 

POWs would be returning from the Pacific campaign for treatment at the hospital, The director told Grace that 

should never walk alone and that he would provide her with escorts.  But, the GIs she cared for, those who could 

walk, said, "No, we will escort Grace wherever she wishes to go."  

With incredible forbearance and fortitude, you rebuilt our homes and our communities. Throughout your 

lives, you guided yourselves by one simple precept, "Kodomo no tame ni" "For the sake of the children." For our 

sake. You taught us, by example, the importance of hard work, sacrifice and service. You helped us build our 

lives upon your lives.   

Everything we have accomplished Ĥall the happiness we have felt was made possible by your sacrifices by 



your strength and resolve. For all that you have given us; we thank you from the bottom of our hearts. Kokoro 

kara. Arigato, Arigato Gozaimasu.  

And, most of all, on this wonderful day, we all congratulate you. Let's have a quick Japanese lesson. In 

Japanese, congratulations is "Omedeto Gozaimasu." Now, everyone ~ on three, One, two, three. OMEDETO 

GOZAIMASU!! 

 
PHOTOS FROM THE ABLE AND BAKER CHRISTMAS PARTY  

Photographers CLYDE SUGIMOTO and PAT THOMSON 
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