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Constitutional Convention Goes on Recess
On July 12, 1975, the Micronesian Constitutional

Convention opened on Saipan, with Truk's Senator
Tosiwo Nakayama telling delegates "it is now or never for
Micronesia." Six weeks later, when the more than fifty
delegates departed Saipan for a twenty-three day recess,
some of them were saying and others were implying:
Never. The first half of the Convention produced evidence
to support both points of view. The issues will likely not
be settled until long after delegates have returned to
Saipan to resume deliberations, September 15.

The Convention's opening date coincided with the
tenth anniversary of the founding of the Congress of
Micronesia. There were other echoes of earlier days as
well. More than half the delegates have had some
connection with the Congress — serving in it now, or
before, having run for membership in it, or having worked
on its staff. Moreover, the man the delegates quickly
elected President of the Convention was a leader of that
First Congress of Micronesia in 1965 and is President of
the Congress' Senate today — Tosiwo Nakayama.

During its first days of operation. Convention delegates
concentrated on staffing the committees which are
assigned to consider and draft component parts of the
Constitution. Truk's Hans Williander headed the
Committee on Style and Arrangement, which is in charge
of the final language of the Constitution. Marshalls'
delegate Carl Heine chaired the Civil Liberties Committee,
concerned with basic human rights and freedoms.
Ponape's Heinrich Iriarte led a Committee on the
Structure of Government, while Dr. Hirosi Ismael, a
Kusaiean, chaired a Committee on Government
Functions. Ponape's senior senator, Bailey Olter, headed
the Committee on Finance, while Jacob Sawaichi, former
congressman from Palau, headed a Special Conference
Committee. The Special Conference Committee was
designed to settle special problems that might arise in the
Convention.

After establishing committee memberships, the
delegates settled down to the slow, frequently tedious
task of developing and debating proposals. Perhaps
because its subject area was readily defined and
understood, the Committee on Civil Liberties led other
committees in reporting proposals back to the Convention
floor for its consideration. This did not save the measures
from triggering substantial debate, however.

Sen. Ted Stevens (R-Alaska), and Sen. Hiram L. Fong (R-Hawaii )
(far left ), posing on the U.S. Capitol steps with the Marianas
delegation to Washington on the day the Covenant passed the U.S.
House of Representatives. Rep. Won Pat of Guam is at the far
right (in white suit ).

The first such measure — a Freedom of Speech and
Press proposal had been chosen as a non-controversial,
pump-priming item which would demonstrate how
subsequent, more complicated measures might be
considered and adopted. Still, when freedom of press and
speech reached the floor, it set off a stormy debate. Some
delegates raised fears of pornography, others worried
about potential conflicts with the cultures of various
districts. Still others were concerned that the measure
spelled out an individual's freedom without adequately
noting the restraints and responsibilities that would
accompany the exercise of such a freedom. Only after

(continued on page 2)



More on Con Con Recess(continued from page 1)

several debates — during which a number of amendments
were proposed and defeated — did the delegates approve a
reworded "Freedom of Expression." Other items passed
in the days before the recess included a "Freedom to
Petition and Assemble", a Constitutional Preamble, and a
proposal that the future government be divided into three
branches: executive, legislative and judicial. Also, in an
attempt to satisfy delegates who felt that a
broadly-worded Bill of Rights might go against the grain
of Micronesian custom, the Convention passed a
compromise measure designed to protect cultures. Any
future conflicts between individual freedoms and local
customs are to be settled by the courts, on a case by case
basis, the proposal indicates.

The Convention postponed some potentially explosive
issues. Early in the Convention, delegates were faced with
two alternative resolutions, which were introduced to
promote discussion and help the Convention develop
guidelines. One, resolution would have urged
establishment of a loose, federation in Micronesia, with a
limited central government. The other resolution would
have urged a tightly-knit Micronesia, with a strong central
government. Delegates sidestepped consideration of these
measures, however. They also postponed consideration of
eminent domain powers. Some had said that eminent
domain powers should be granted the future central
government; others had said eminent domain power
should be in the hands of district governments;still others
contended that no land should be acquired for public use
without approval of the appropriate municipal
government and land-owner.

The largest single question mark facing the Convention
was the position of the Palau Delegation. Early in the
Convention, the Palau Delegation presented a "petition"
listing a series of non-negotiable demands. "If and only if"
all of their proposals were accepted, would the Palauans
consent to join the future Micronesia state. Among the
Palauan demands were: A unicameral legislature, in which
all districts would have the same voting power regardless
of size; equal contributions from all districts to the
national government; equal division of outside aid among
the districts; the unilateral right of a district to secede; the
location of the future capitol in Palau.

Several weeks after confronting the Convention with
their "petition", the Palauans offered a complete Draft
Micronesian Constitution which incorporated all of the
points they had raised in their petition. Neither the
petition, nor the Constitution, provoked much response

from other delegates. Only three individuals — and no
delegations — responded to the Palauan documents.
Meanwhile, the various parts of the Palauan documents
were meted out to various committees. It remained to be
seen when, and if, the Palauan positions would be
reported back to the full Convention. Still, whatever their
impact on the Constitution, the Palau positions
reemphasized widespread concern for the future of
Micronesia. The Marianas Delegation's participation
remained subject to U.S. Senate action on the
commonwealth covenant. The Marshalls Delegation still
lacked traditional representation. Now, with the Palau
Delegation's position there were three districts whose
commitment to the future unity of Micronesia was
equivocal.

As the Convention approached its midpoint, delegates
began evaluating what had — or had not — been
accomplished . By far the harshest appraisal came from
Palau delegate Lazarus Salii, who called the Convention "a
complete failure." Salii said that cumbersome rules of
procedure, unprofessional staff conduct, and inadequate
delegate preparation had led to the Convention's
downfall.

A Marianas delegate, Jose R. Cruz, asked whether
delegates could write an effective Constitution before all
the districts had decided their political status. By
attempting to write a Constitution before political status
had been determined, the delegates were "taking a
dangerous voyage in a leaky vessel into rough waters,"
Cruz declared.

In a long, carefully-worded speech, Yap delegate
Samuel Falanruw said that he was "troubled" that the
amount of work accomplished was "not in proportion" to
the amount of time delegates had spent on Saipan. He
pleaded with delegates to shed political ambitions and
local partisanship. Said Falanruw: "The seed of disunity is
nourished from within, not from outside. If we fail, we
will have no one but ourselves to blame."

More optismistic in his appraisal of Convention
progress was Marshalls delegate John Heine who said, "I
do not believe we have wasted our time here . . . we have
approached our work not in the white man's way or the
American way, but the Micronesian way. It may be slow
but it is very firm." Truk delegate Tatasy Wainit asked his
colleagues to place Micronesia first and district aspirations
second. He warned, "if we fail, Micronesian will
disintegrate into the unknown."

Yap's Luke Tman, Floor Leader of the Convention,
urged delegates to "renew their mandate and renew their
confidence in the task before us" during the recess.High Commissioner Edward E. Johnston (standing left) and Sir

Albert Henry, Premier of the Cook Islands and Chairman of the
recently -concluded Pacific Islands Development Commission's
(PIDC) tourism conference on Saipan, exchanging gifts during a
reception given after the completion of the Third Annual Pacific
Islands Tourism Conference. Held at the luxurious Saipan's
Continental Hotel, the four-day meeting (Aug. 11-14), was
attended by representatives from throughout the Pacific Islands as
well as Japan and the United States; and after the Conference,
whose theme was "Island Cooperation-The Pacific Way", some
representatives traveled to Japan to meet with Japanese officials
and business executives concerning Japan's Travel Industry.



Return to Bikini DelayedCongress ApprovesNominees
Nominations by the High Commissioner for two high

level legal and judicial positions were approved by the
Congress of Micronesia recently.

The nominations were Herbert Donald Soli to the post
of Trust Territory Public Defender, and the
reappointment of Kabua Kabua as Presiding Judge of the
Marshall Islands District Court.

The two nominees were confirmed by the Congress'
Joint Committee on Administrative Appointments which
is charged with carrying out the duties of the Congress
pursuant to its "Advice and Consent" authority under TT
public law.

With regard to Soil, the confirming letter to the High
Commissioner said that the Joint Committee "notes with
satisfaction" his "outstanding qualifications" and that
"his experience as Public Defender of Alaska represents
the most significant of those qualifications."

The Committee also stated that he had received high
recommendations from Alaskan state officials. It was also
"pleased" to note Soil's attitude and objective of
redeveloping the Public Defender's Office, and his
recognition of an "obligation to develop the capability for
the transfer of control over and authority in the Office to
Micronesian Citizens."

In the letter on Judge Kabua Kabua, the Committee
stated: "we know of no Trust Territory citizen more
highly qualified for the position . . . (his) . . . more than
twenty years of experience, plus his knowledge of the law
and of Marshallese custom, renders him highly qualified
for the position to which he has been renominated."

The Committee's letter also noted in passing, on the
general topic of Micronesian judges there was a court case
pending in the United States which could result in an
opinion whereby all court judges also would have to be
attorneys. Currently, some court judges in the United
States do not have to posess a law degree. In this
connection the letter said that "there is wisdom in
planning for the day when the bench will have to consist
of persons learned in the law."

The letter went on to state since placing
non-Micronesians in district courts was not an acceptable
alternative, "the only viable solution would seem to be
the immediate development of Micronesian capability in
the legal field so that future appointments" can be
Micronesians who are legal experts in a formal sense.

The letters of confirmation were sent to the High
Commissioner on July 14, 1975. The Joint Committee is
chaired by Rep. Polycarp Basilius. Vice Chairman is
Senator Nick Bossy, and members: Senator Wilfred
Kendall, Senator Petrus Tun, and Representatives Joab
Sigrah and Oscar C. Rasa.

The planned return in mid-September of the first
official contingent of some 150 Bikinians to their home
atoll has been postponed to permit complete analysis and
evaluation of the latest radiological survey. It was
conducted in June 1975 by the Energy Research and
Development Administration (ERDA) on Bikini Atoll.

Bikini was the site of 23 nuclear tests (including
surface and sub-surface bursts) in the period 1946-58. The
Bikinians were moved from Bikini Atoll before testing
began. They were subsequently settled temporarily on Kili
Island, also in the Marshalls. In August, 1968, President
Johnson announced that the Bikinians would be able to
return to their homeland at a later time. He directed the
Department of the Interior, Department of Defense, and
the Atomic Energy Commission (now part of ERDA) to
cooperate in preparing for their return.

Two islands of the atoll, Bikini and Eneu, were
determined in 1967 to be safe for habitation with certain
restrictions necessary for Bikini Island. Since the people
of Bikini Atoll traditionally had their main living
settlement on Bikini Island, they elected to have the new
settlement started there with the understanding that some
restrictions were needed and continual radiological checks
were to be made both before and after their return to the
island.

As part of the continuing monitoring of Bikini Atoll a
survey conducted by ERDA in June 1975, reveals the
precautionary measures recommended in 1967 may
require modification. A study of the June 1975 data is
underway and definitive recommendations are expected in
about six months from now.

The Department of the Interior, with primary
responsibility for the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands
of which Bikini Atoll is a part, has been constructing the
first phase of the new settlement on Bikini Island. The
Department recommended this week that the first official
contingent waiting on Kili should delay their move
pending further analysis of the recent radiological survey.

District Administrator Oscar Debrum of the Marshall
Islands District, representatives of ERDA and legal
representatives of the people of Bikini are scheduled to
depart Majuro, the district center, the first week of
September for Kili Island. There they will discuss with the
Bikini people the preliminary findings of the June 1975
survey prior to any resettlement recommendations.

Eneu Island, which lies four miles from Bikini Island
and forms part of the overall habitation area, has not been
placed under any restrictions. Further studies are under
consideration.

Truk District Administrator Mitaro Danis during swear-in
ceremonies in Truk last month. Administering the oath is High
Commissioner Edward E. Johnston. Looking on is Mrs. Mitaro
Danis. Danis became the first Trukese to become District
Administrator.
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Southpacific QamesOveRNew Agriculture Chief
The Trust Territory Government now has a new chief

of agriculture in the Department of Resources and
Development. David K. Idip assumed the position of the
Chief of Agriculture on July 28, 1975.

Idip, a Palauan, has been District Agriculturist for the
Truk District for the past six years. Prior to that he was
Agriculture Extension Supervisor in Truk. The new
agriculture chief at one time worked as Assistant
Superintendent of the old Trust Territory Farm Institute
on Ponape. -

He received his Bachelor of Science degree in
Agriculture from the University of the Philippines in 1964
and did one year of post-graduate work at the University
of Hawaii in animal science.

The new agriculture chief arrived on Saipan July 25
with his wife Kabrina and three children; they reside on
Capitol Hill.

The Fifth South Pacific Games, which started on Guam
August 1, have ended.

The ten-day games, marred by mud and rain, were
completed August 10, and the athletes representing
fourteen island nations and territories have returned
home.

At the end of the games, Micronesia—participating for
the first time—earned only two medals, both silver,
thereby finishing second to the last. Nauru got the least
number of medals in the games, with only one bronze
medal.

The two Micronesian silver medals came from
Augustine Aguon of Saipan and the Micronesian softball
team. The 19-year-old Aguon won a silver medal in
weightlifting on August 1, the first day of competition, by
placing second in the featherweight division of
weightlifting. The second Micronesian medal was earned
by the softball team on the last day of game, finishing
second after Guam.

According to unofficial medal standings as printed in
Guam's Pacific Daily News, final medal totals for the
Fifth South Pacific Games are: New Caledonia 102
medals, Tahiti 94, Papua New Guinea 64, Fiji 37, Western
Samoa 18, Guam 13, American Samoa 12, Wallis and
Futuna 11, New Hebrides 8, Solomon Islands 6, Tonga 4,
Micronesia 2, and Nauru 1. The total number of medals
awarded was 372.

The next South Pacific Games are slated to be held in
New Hebrides in the South Pacific in 1978,

*

MSAC Reviews Financial Aid
Present policies on postsecondary student financial aid

programs should be revised so that Micronesian students
could take advantage of the Federal programs, the newly
created Micronesia Student Assistance Committee
(MSAC) recommended.

The MSAC is a subcommittee of the Micronesia Board
of Education which had its first meeting on Saipan last
week to review the Trust Territory's postsecondary
student financial aid program. Scholarship, grants, loans,
U.S. federal and private student financial aids were also
reviewed during the four-day meeting.

The committee is recommending that TT financial aid
funds be awarded to increase student access to
postsecondary education and to allow students to choose
the postsecondary educational institutions and programs
they wish to attend.

Future program emphasis will be centered in improving
guidance and counseling services and financial aid
information to Micronesian residents to take advantage of
the federal programs being made available.

Deputy High Commissioner Peter T. Colemen presenting e wooden
cerving from the TT to Reer Adm. James W. Moreau, Commander
14th Coast Guard District on a recent visit to Honolulu.
Coleman visited the Coast Guard District Headquarters to discuss
Coast Guard missions in the Trust Territory.

Taiwanese Vessel Seized
A Taiwanese fishing vesel caught violating territorial

waters at Ujae Atoll, and its 16 crew members are being
held in custody at Ebeye. According to Carlos Salii of the
Attorney General's Office, the captured vessel will be in
Ebeye, pending settlement of a libel suit brought against
the vessel and major owner WutHsing Soying of Taiwan.
Ujae is an island directly west of Ebeye, in the Marshalls.

Anchoring off Ujae, the vessel, Hon Ka Li #CT3-0788
was first spotted by the crew of the Trust Territory vessel
Yap Islander as they were leaving Ujae. The ship was then
seized and towed to Ebeye by the Yap Islander.

The ship had on board fish and scrap metals which
according to reports were taken from a sunken Japanese
vessel off Nomwin Island, Truk.

The 55 foot long vessel, is said to have left Taiwan, July
2, on a fishing expedition.
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Micronesian Student Honored iHdoiesiaR Ship and Crew Resceed
A Micronesian student from Ponape has been honored

at the Maui Community College in Hawaii.
Oliver Joseph received both the Carpentry Award and

the Regent's Award at the spring graduation at Maui
Community College for "meritorius achievement in the
applied arts and sciences program." He also received his
Associate of Science degree in Carpentry Technology.

The occasion had special meaning because it was
witnessed by his wife, Selihter, who came all the way to
Maui from Ponape to attend the ceremonies.

Earlier in his last semester at the Maui Community
College, Joseph was initiated as a member of the honor
fraternity of the Phi Theta Kappa. He is the first Maui
Community College student from Micronesia to qualify
for the honor.

To be eligible for membership into this fraternity, one
must have a 3.5 grade point average, and demonstrate
scholastic ability as well as possess leadership ability and
be of good moral character.

Joseph, who is the second youngest in a family of 11
children, plans to attend the University of Hawaii's
College of Education at Manoa to complete his Bachelor
of Arts degree. His aspiration is to return to Micronesia
and work as an industrial arts teacher.

An Indonesian sailing boat has been rescued in Palau
by a Taiwanese fishing boat 150 miles from Koror.

Aboard the stricken Indonesian vessel were a body of
one dead person and thirteen surviving Indonesians. The
boat drifted aimlessly for 40 days before being rescued on
July 29 by a Taiwanese fishing boat 150 miles from the
district center of Palau.

According to a police report, the fourteen Indonesians
left Morotai Island in Indonesia on their sailing boat on
May 21 to visit their relatives at neighboring Sangir Island.
From there, they were to visit Tamako Island before
returning to Morotai.

But they encountered a strong wind on their way to
the islands and therefore lost their compas and map.
While drifting, a Taiwanese fishing boat happened to pass
by but refused to render full assistance but only offered
ten pounds of rice and five gallons of fresh water to the
people on the stricken boat, the police report indicates.

The report also said that one of the Indonesians died
shortly thereafter of unknown causes. On July 29, Asahi
Maru Number 8, a Japanese fishing vessel, found
the stricken vessel and escorted it to Koror, where its crew
members were immediately taken to the hospital for
medical check-ups.

According to John Rechucher, a Marianas district
government attorney temporarily asigned to Palau as a
district attorney, arrangement with the Indonesian
Government with respect to the Indonesians' repatriation
is underway.

The Indonesians consist of 12 males ranging from 18 to
65 years of age and one 73-year-old woman.

Mental Health Workshop Held
A one-week Mental Health Workshop held in Truk

District at the Continental Hotel provided an excellent
opportunity for community resources persons to update
their skills and knowledge in the field of mental health,
according to Dr. Masao Kumangai, TT Director of Health
Services.

About 25 medical personnel attended the workshop.
The workshop was designed primarily for persons in
health services who are already providing treatment for
persons with mental health problems on either an
inpatient or outpatient basis.

During the one week period, the participants were able
to get involved in six main areas: cross cultural factors in
the determination of mental illness; crisis intervention;
family counselling; therapeutic management of persons
abusing alcohol and other drug substances;
psychopharmacology and its use with the mentally ill; and
legal aspects of providing mental health services.

The workshop was the first of its kind in the TT, Dr.
Kumangai said. It provided different people from the
districts including Headquarters Health Services staff and
the mainland the opportunity to work together in the area
of mental health.

Dr. Robert Fisher, Chief of the Mental Health Division
and Dr. Cecilia Cooper, Mental Health Specialist were the
principal organizers of the workshop.

The workshop included three principal consultants.
They are Dr. Murray Raskin, from the University of
Washington; Dr. Robert Marvit from the University of
Hawaii and Ms. Sharon Penland from the Marianas.

United Sates Congress-
women Shirley Pettis
fR-Californie),e member
Of the HouseSubcommit-
tee on Territoriel end
hauler Affairs,paid a
visit to the Trust Territory
recently on a fact-finding
tour. While in the TT,
Rep. Pettis visited Xavier
High School and the Truk
Hospital in Truk. In the
Marianas,she visited the
island of Tinian,met with
members of the Marianas
District Legislature and
the Saipan Municipal
Council. She also visited
the Micronesian Constitu-
tional Convention which
has been meeting on
Saipan sinceJuly 12. in
Ponape,Rep. Pettis visited
PATS High School and the
archeologicali ruins of Nan
Madol.Pettis also discussed
Mhr Claims, EneweUk
Rehabilitation Program,
Compensation for the
people of Rongelap and
Utirik,and the Trust Terri-
tory's budget for Fiscal
Year 76-77.

5



PERSonna nous m ramoii
Newt Deputy DistAd — may be provided housing with the

district which is his place of permanent residence. Trust
Territory citizens recruited or transferred to duty stations
beyond the normal commuting distance of their places of
residence are entitled to government housing or a housing
allowance in lieu thereof. Trust Territory citizens owning
and leasing homes to the government or to private parties
in the same commuting areas as their duty station are not
entitled to government housing. Single status employees
will be assigned to bachelor quarters or to joint occupancy
in family quarters. When an employee's dependents leave
the duty station or are not living a majority of time with
the employee, he will be reassigned to bachelor quarters.

The District Personnel Officers' Workshop was held
August 18-22, 1975 on Saipan with all six District
Personnel Officers as well as Headquarters Personnel staff
members disussing the new salary plan (PL 6-67),
personnel action procesing procedures, the establishment
and certification of eligible lists, and new programs in the
Trust Territory Personnel Management System. Podis
Pedrus, Director of Personnel reviewed the past six
months of personnel management — his first workshop
review since becoming Director of Personnel — that
Personnel's primary function is service: service to
management and to employees.

The Director of Personnel and Pedro Harris, Chief of
Training Division, recently visited Yap & Palau to discuss
the work of the Committee on Training of Trust Territory
Citizen Employees, each District's role in implementing
training within the District, and to arrange district
capabilities for implementing clerical, secretarial, and first
line supervisor training. The Truk, Ponape and Marshalls
Districts will be visited for this purpose in the near future.
Information

Housing Assignment Policy (Manual of Administration
Section 273.1)

A comprehensive housing assignment policy was
approved by the High Commissioner on May 16, 1975.
The purpose is to supplement and define our policies
concerning all government-owned and government-leased
housing assignment and control, as it affects Trust
Territory and non-Trust Territory citizen government
employees authorized to occupy these quarters. Also, it
prescribes the Trust Territory-wide regulatory
standardized housing assignment and control guidelines.

In the definitions part of these rules:

Employee responsibility:

Employees vacating government quarters are
responsible for leaving those quarters clean and orderly.
After the house is emptied and vacated, the employee is
responsible for locking the premises and returning all the
keys to the appropriate housing authority. The employee
is financially responsible if he fails to do the foregoing.
Use of government housing for conducting private
business is strictly prohibited.
Housing Administration:

For each of the Districts, the District Administrator is
responsible for government housing assignment, control
and administration; except that the Director of Personnel
and his designated Housing Officer are responsible for
government housing on Saipan. Each DistAd may
establish district housing policies within established
principles and regulatory criteria having the force and
effect of administrative policy or law.
Housing Assignment Criteria:

1. Size and composition of family.
2. Nature of employee's position, relative

organizational rank and pay level.
3. Length of service with Trust Territory Government.
4. Location of employee's worksite.
5. Date registered on waiting list.

1. Appointees to temporary positions and
appointments of up to one year are not eligible for
government housing.

2. Dependent are defined as:
a. Dependent father of employee or spouse.
b. Dependent mother of employee or spouse.
c. Dependent unmarried child under age 21,

including step-children and legally adopted
children.

d. Dependent unmarried child, incapable of
self-support due to physical or mental incapacity.

3. In residence means domiciled and living in the same
house with the employee for 50 percent of the time,
except for dependent students at school away from
duty station, and dependents temporarily absent for
medical or emergency reasons.

Entitlement:
Occupancy of government housing is restricted to

entitled Trust Territory Citizen and non-Trust Territory
Citizen employees and their dependents. Employees of a
firm doing business with the Trust Territory under
contract may be provided housing if the contract so
specifies. The District Administrator — and sometimes the

Housing Reassignments:

Requests for reassignment are to be discouraged unless
for valid and compelling reasons. All moving expenses
resulting from an employee-generated reassignment
request are the employee's responsibility. Such requests
must be in writing and prior approval by the Housing
Officer must be in writing. In evaluating such requests, in
addition to the assignment criteria listed above, the
Housing Officer must give consideration to current and
future government housing requirements and the
anticipated recruitment program.
Temporary Housing Occupancy.

The Housing Officer must be notified in writing of the
temporary occupants of a house temporarily vacated for
leave, medical absence, or other reason.

(continued on page 7)6



More on Personnel
(continued from page 6)

Housing Waiting List

As housing becomes available, assignments will be
made on the basis set out above under Housing
Assignment Criteria:

A long-time employee of the Trust Territory passed
away recently in Lacomb, Oregon, at the age of 71.

Emmett E. Blakenfeld died August 10. He worked in
the Marianas district as the Construction and Maintenance
Superintendent for 20 years, beginning July 21, 1952 and
ending June 30, 1972.

He is survived by his wife, Edith, and one daughter,
Jean Marie.

Housing Appeals

An employee who feels agrieved because of housing
assignment or reassignment matter may appeal under the
procedure in Part 14, Trust Territory Personnel
Regulations, Code of Public Regulation, Title 61, Trust
Territory Code. Palau Senator Lazarus Salii has accepted an

appointment to the Palau Status Commission—a step
which could lead to his resignation from the Congress of
Micronesia. Says Salii, Chairman of the Congress of
Micronesia's Joint Committee on Future Status, "If I feel
my continued presence in the Congress of Micronesia
renders me ineffective in my primary task in Palau, I will
resign from the congress."

The appointment of Senator Salii is to fill the vacancy
in the newly-formed Palau Political Status Commission
created by Father Felix Yaoch, S.J., who has left for the
Philippines to complete his tertianship.

briefly
High Commissioner Edward E. Johnston has

nominated Koichi L. Wong for the position of Trust
Territory's Director of Public Works. The nomination has
been submitted for confirmation to the Congress of
Micronesia's Joint Committee on Administrative
Appointments.

Wong, a Palaun, has been the Deputy Director of
Public Works since August of 1972, and presently serves
as Acting Director for that Department. He assumed this
responsibility June 9, when the former director, James R.
Wheeler, resigned.

High Commissioner Edward E. Johnston has signed
into law a bill to provide a new salary schedule as well as
new policies and standards with respect to the
compensation of the TT Government employees. Passed
by the Congress of Micronesia in its recent special session,
the measure—now Public Law 6-65—establishes a
minimum wage of 80 cents per hour, which represents a
31 percent increase over the present 61 cents per hour
minimum wage. The salary schedule will be implemented
not later than the first pay period following January 1,
1976.

Charles Schmitz, the new United States Deputy
Representative for the Micronesian Status Negotiations
replacing James W. Wilson, Jr. who resigned in April,
visited the Trust Territory recently on a familiarization
tour. During his visit, Schmitz met with the District
Administrators and political leaders of the different
districts to discuss matters relating to political status
negotiations.

The PEACESAT (Pan Pacific Education and
Communications Experiments by Satellite) terminal on
Saipan became the only source of information for some
participating countries at the South Pacific Games which
recently concluded on Guam.

From August 4 to August 10, three minute summaries
of South Pacific Games action were relayed to other
terminals daily. While some island nations received SPG
reports through wire services or their own correspondents,
many others had no way, other than through PEACESAT.

Members of the Congress of Micronesia's Joint
Committee on Resources and Development departed
Micronesia recently for Tokyo, Okinawa, Taipei, and
Manila where they discussed matters relating to industry
and trade. Among topics discussed in the meetings were:
Micronesian Claims, loans for Micronesian Development
Bank, shipping, copra export and processing, fishing and
fish processing, farming, and cottage and handicrafts
industry.

Another delegation representing the Congress left for
Tokyo, and Bangkok to attend meetings of the Economic
and Social Commissioer for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP).
The meetings considered the coordination of joint
prospecting for mineral resources in Asian offshore areas,
as well as, other matters pertinent to the Trust Territory.

A group of trainees form the Revenue Division from all
districts departed Micronesia for Honolulu recently to
undergo a three-week in-service training with the U.S.
Customs Service in Honolulu, where they have been
studing procedures relating to inspection of air and
surface carriers, classification and documentation of
taxable and duty free items, documentation of damaged
or non-receipt of taxable items for tax rebate purposes,
bonded warehouses arrangements, compilation of customs
data, disposal of confiscated items, and post office
inspection.
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Happenings at Hawaii fob Corps

Makelen Mark of Ponape addressing his fellow
graduates during graduation ceremonies at the Hawaii
Job Corps. Mark, who graduated in business
occupations, will enter college in the fall to study
accounting.
Thirteen other students from the Trust Territory
graduated in welding, body and fender, auto
mechanics, and carpentry.

Menar Beljejar, Majuro, receiving his Job Corps
diploma from Assistant Job Corps Director Henry
Pang. Menar graduated in welding.

Clark Finik, Truk, was awarded his diploma in welding from the
Hawaii Job Corps. Presenting the diploma is Henry Pang, Assistant
Director.

The Hawaii Job Corps /Hawaii-Kai Baptist Church softball team
posing before a game. The team is competing for the 2nd place
position in the Baptist Church league. All but a few players are
from the Trust Territory .
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