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MAJOR COOPER COMPLETF.S 22 ORBITS 
LANDS ON TARGET ON TIME 

Air Force Major (and former u.s. Marine) Leroy Gordon Cooper landed within the 
target area designated for his recovery landing within seconds of the time pro­
grammed for him by Mercury Control Center at Cape Canaveral. The uneventfui 
splash-in some 120 oiles southeast of Midway was cade within sight of the USS 
KEAASARGE, an aircraft carrier and one of 28 ships deployed in the Pacific to 
assist in the recovery of space capsule Faith 7. 

Observing the traditions of the u.s. Navy, Major Cooper requested "peroission 
to come aboard"· the USS KEARS.AR.GE and this was readily given by Captain Rankin 
and seconded by CoDDodore King, task force comander. When the space capsule 
was hoisted aboard the vessel, it was placed in a specicl. crndle on the hatch 
of elevator No. 3. The hatch of the capsule was then blasted off ' and NASA offi­
cials leaned into the capsule to disconnect the onny hoses, tubes, ·and wires 
which ran fro~ Cooper's spnce suit to instruoents within the cnbin. His blood­
pressure was taken, and he was then peroitted to leave the capsule as a Navy 
band played "Air Force Blue" nnd a red carpet was rolled out in front of the 
capsule. A Mnrine Guard of Honor was also present. Cooper was escorted to the 
sick bay of the carrier where his space suit was reooved and he was given a show­
er. After additional physical exnoinations he received a congratulatory tele­
phone call froo President of the United States John F. Kennedy. 

Here are sooe of the nvailnble and core spectacular facts concerning the flight 
of Major Cooper in Faith 7: 

With one exception, the entire flight of 34 hours nnd 20 seconds went perfectly. 
The exception was failure of converters in both the priraary nnd alternate elec­
trical sources for operation of the retro-rockets. This failure neant that 
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GODING OUTLINES PUBLIC HEALTH PLANS 
Recruitment has been underway for the last several months for additional per­
sonnel for the public health depaptment of tte Territory, High Commissioner 
Goding announced in an official meoorandum dated May 3. A prograo of in-service 
training for present nedical staffs in the districts under specialists i~ the 
various fields of cedicine, surgery, and public health is expected to begin as 
soon as the AESCP gets rolling. 

The in-service trainers would be•tationed in the districts for periods of one 
to two years and then rouited so that each district staff would-re& l,cr~ benef~s 
of each specialist's field. Wjrth one trainer in each district a continuous -
and effective progr&1 is to be" carried out for the betternent of oedical services 
for the people of the Trust Territory. 

The sudden death of Dr. H.E. Macdonald has necessit~ted' teoporary changes in the 
public health territory...wide organization. lfr. John de Young is Acting Director 
of Public Health. or. Arob~ti Ricking will go fron the Mnrshalls to Saipan where, 
in his position as Special Assistm,.t to the Director of Public Health,he will be 
assisted by Mr. Walter M. Ownbey in continuing the public hc.nlth prograos of the 
territory. The u.s. Naval Hospital at Guam has offered additional assistance 
during the period Dr. Macdonald's position is vacant. 

SIX RECEIVE SCHOLARSHIPS 
Six young men of Ponape District are recipients of scholarships which will take 
theo to Gusa or the Philippines quring the 1963"64 acadeoic year. Daro Weital 
will return to the Philippine Nornal College to cooplete his degree in education. 
Beginning their studies at the same school this year are Yosiwo George, Henry 
Edwin, and Masaki Thomson, all in education. 

Mitchuo Tioothy will begin a two-year scholarship in pre-engineering at the 
College of Guao and Kikuo Apis will attend the College of Agriculture, Univer­
sity of the Philippines. 

Those students going to the Philippines oust be enrolled before July 1, when the 
najority of schools there resuoe the year•s work. 

CORRECTION 
The oissing $1,000.00 reported last week was not brought to light until late in 
February this year after an error in the district •s January cash report was call­
ed to the Adcinistration 1s attention by Headquarters. This ooney, collected in 
Deceober, 1962,. was not nccounted for by Snred Charley until the following oonth. 
It was not brought forward when the Administrative Assistant counted the cash 
With Charley on December 28. An alert eoploy~e in Headquarters finance caught 
an error in Charley's January cash report which led to discovery of the shortage. 



AROUND THE ISLAND: SEVENTH AND LAST LAP 
Notes froc the Diary of a Bridge Tester: ( 

May 11, 1963 
6:00, Tice of Departure 

Many of the "regulars" set out froo the Kolonia dock on whnt wns · the lnst lap 
of the "Around the Islllnd Tour11

• The bents took off on schedule 1 delivering 
the oud-w.uopers to the beginning of the trail, which proved to be the ciddle 
of the strew at Pnlang, the scene of the last hike's finale. Actually this 
was nn icproveoent over .the cuddy track offered ashore, but we finally had to 
face the overland route. 

For about the first three oiles little was hetti:'d but the "sli.p.slush, slip­
slush, slip-slush" of our feet as we picked thee up c!lhd set thee down. True, 
a few other ejaculations punctuated the rhythc, but since the editor would de­
lete thee they have been ooitted froo this account. After a considerable 
stretch of ups and downs we reached a shaded, gushing strcoo where we bathed 
our ouddy beings and had a plensant rest ns we watched Paul Mcllutt's ·eel, 
swin by. 

Several plateau ceadows afforded us ensy tracking and nagnificent views of the 
ocean, Ant Islands, and the Nah.~ar Loud countnins. The spectacular volcanic 
tube known as Pwisen Malik (beat said in Ponapean) was enjoyed froo the trail, 
nnd Paul McNutt and Dan Saocet contemplated the feasibility of cliobing it. 
As with nany of CU1n's drear.1St the plan never left the talking stage. 

The site of Palikir School was the occasion for con~ratulations to be offered 
to Maynard Neas and Royal Gifford who had coopleted the entire circuit of the 
Ponape Island Hike at this point. Recognition was also afforded Paul; since 
he had nissed only one of the planned hikes offered in this itinerary, but 
hnd covered the sane area on earl ier expeditions. A round ofq,plause was in 
order and was given after we had again bathed our feet and enten lunch. 

Then the suburban track froo Pnlikir to Kolonia Town was begun. Since the 
beauties of this trek had been covered in the fourth lap of the Around the 

.... 

Island Tour, and so reported by your worthy editor in the March 22 edition ·1 
of the PONAPE-PER, we will note only two new incidents which occurred on this 
trip. One is surely a •sign of great ioport. The rear guard of hikers began 
asking the tine of ·day, but since no one carried a watch the responses were 
highly speculative, except for Lynn McNutt's authoritative response," It is 
11:00 o'clock", and to prove her point she casually pointed to ·a r ock in the 
trail bearing this inscription. Since I wlls pacing with Lynn • • I know she 
had neither the tioe nor opportunity to write the information herself. Call 
it what you will, but there were those of us who threw snlt over our right 
shoulders when we arrived hooe. 

The second incident proved to be out and out skulduggery and sleight of foot. 
Lynn McNutt and Mary Reddin shifted into high gear as we left Palikir School, 
nnd in short order had a gain of probably a half a oile on the other trudgers. , , 
Taking no rest• they continued at n fine clip, parting coopany as they reached 

(Continued on next page) 



LOOKING BACK • • 0 

Three years ago Deputy High Coi:::Jcia­
sioner Joseph c. l>utnrun sent letters 
of coamendotion to Messrs~ Kahlej 
Pearce, Du Pont and Hawley for tieir 
work in the fomation of the Ponope 
Recreation Associlltion ~ • • Mr. 
Doris Clinton Mooney arrived to be 

PONAPE-PER
1 

May 17 1 19~3 

"Sentinel of the Senyavinsn· Editor: _ 
R.J. Umhoefer. Contributing ·Editors: 
Diane Sammet, Daniel Peacock, Tom Ta­
tekowa, Maynard Neas, Stewo Pelep• 
Feature Writer:. Joan Sutcliffe. Pub­
lished Weekly in Ponape, E.c.1., Trust 
Territory of the Pacific Islands. 

Page's cncp canager ••• and the Social Developoent Cor:n:.1ittee1 the first of 
its kind,oet here as one of the cotlI!littees of the Inter-district Advisory 
Connittee, now known ns the Council of Micronesia. 

Two years ago this week Mr. -Goding brought Assistant Secratary of the Interior 
John A. Carver to Ponape ••• Dr. Pretrick was getting r _eady for a trip to 
Port Moresby to attend a sub-regional study group of the South Pacific CoCDis­
s ion ••• and the Ponape Players were in the throes of last rehearsals before 
presenting their ousical "The City Wife"• 

A oere 12 conths ago this week Poruipe gave its victorious ball teao a raucous 
welcoce hcce after they wooped Majuro 17-1, 19-1 ••• the Micronesian Froducts 
Center was established at Guot1 ••• Roger St. Pierre was oppointed Public De­
fender • • • ond Mr. Merle Hunt arrived to see if Bank of Hawaii really wanted 
to open a branch here ••• they ·did and will ••• and Koloninls went to Bingo 
and had a pre-gace Ownbey Italian ceotball sandwich or two, or three, or four. 

AROUND THE ISLAND Continued froo page 3 

Page Road, Lynn tnking the low road to her h~on Mob Hill, and Mary taking 
the high road toward ?age to the PICS cutoff road. Whnt should she discover 
when she neared Saacet•s lanai, but thot 11Daring Don Sannct" had led his troops 
over the hills on a short cut home. In high glee the tricky troops reported 
they'd been hocie a half an hour, cut a reliable young spy, with the initials 
P.T., reported that only a five oinute gain could be rightfully claioed. The 
saving grace was that they weren•t huooing the theoe song, "And I'll be atr ,. ·. 
Saa::iet's Befcre Ye"'• 

Your roving reporter asked the ''Man on the Trail II the inevitable question as 
he reached his goal: ''Would you do it again?" The following mswers are saoples 
of the trudgers• true feelings: 

Dan SllPOCt: ''No1 cy shoes are worn out." Paul McNutt: "Well, if soocone else 
will carry oy lunch!' Dume Sm:::n::iet: "Show oe the way to go hoce~" Royal Gif­
ford: "Where else can you weave core yarn and keep it?" Lynn McNutt: "Those 
souvenirs keep calling ce:11 Maynord Neos: "The boat leaves the snce tine, the 
saoe place." Your reporter: "Are there cold drinks in the boat?" 

It is ruoored that MAD cagazine htls offered several of the ~eobers contracts 
for the Olyopic Gaces to be held in Japan in 1964.-M.R. 
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BID SALE •• I 

PAGE COMMUNICATIONS ENGINEERS 

Iteos described below will be offered for sale to the highest bidder. '. 

ITEM 1. International Harvester 6x6, 2½ ton, 1945 . .,.. ;t •, 
Model No. M-SH-6~360, Serial 28826 , 

ITEM 2. Flatbed, i½ ton, Chevrolet 1959 
Serial No~ 4BS8T-115330 
Engine No. 3836848, GM~7 

Location: Page Cocuunication Engineers. 

Closing Date of Bids: 6:00 p.n. 1 May 21~ 1963. 

L • 

Iteos cay be inspected at the above location. Iteos will be sold on an as-is, 
where-is, basis, with no warranty of condition. 

All sealed bids are to be presented to Mr. John R. Lewis, Station Manager, Page 
Cot:1C.1unications Engineers~ Page Cot1C.unications Engineers reserves the right to 
reject any and all bids• 

SHIPPING NEWS 
!1/V TUNGARU arrived Rabaul last evening. M/V KASELElll.,IA will not arrive Ponape 
until Monday, thereby delaying departure for Kusaie one day. On her last trip 
before departing for Guao and Japan, the KASELEIU,IA will call at Mokil to lift 
co~ra and deliver trade goods and stop briefly to offload passengers and aedi­
ca1 supplies at Pingelap enroute to Kusaie, 

M/V PACIFIC ISLANDER was 12 days behind her announced schedule when she depar­
ted Kobe for Yokohaca this week. M/V TUNGARU plans a June 1 departure for the 
eastern islands, Majuro, and Kwajalein. She will carry Kusaiean fresh fruits 
and vegetables to the Marshalls and receive cargo froo Kwajalein where arrange­
nents have been nade to offload Mr. c. Etscheit's Ponape-bound cargo from ves­
sels calling at the J?MR facility. 

DR. ROSEN EXPECTED TODAY 
Dr. Leon Rosen, head of the Pacific Research Section, National Institute of 
Allergy and Infectious Diseases• is expected here today for a week's visit. 

District Director of Public Henlth Dr. Ciro Barbosn said be was "very pleased" 
thnt Dr. Rosen was spending a week here because there are a nunber of unidenti­
fied ceningitis cases on the island. 
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FRIGIDITY IS NOT GOOD 
TOO MUCH1 THAT IS 

Deep freezes and refrigerator freezihg cooportoents sh9uld be defrosted regularly 
to prevent a heavy accUilulation of ice. Ice acts as insulation and reduces the 
effectiveness of your freez.er or ~e~rigerator. The core ice• the core electric 
power required to keep your goodies. ftozen and chilled, 

Mr. Bert Pearce has suggested that tooorrow be COFCU Day fer all those ·having 
deep freezes down at the dock warehouse. ODFCU Day is, as you guessed, Operation 
Deepfreeze Clean Up Day. Sooe of you cay wont to defrost your units. All of you 
will want to clean up the exteriors of units to reoove the dust and grine froo 
the last ship operation. 

To the oft-asked question, When can I toke oy deepfreeze hoce?, the answer is as 
before: Just as soon as we have three generators in operable condition and are 
confident that two of thee can be kept on the line at all ti.oes-thnt's when. 

Tides 0 0 0 

Saturday, May 18 Sund.o.y, M.ny 19 

HIGH 0107 2~3 0116 2.a 
1119 2.9 1237 3.0 

LOW 0536 2.1 0658 1.1 
1842 1.1 1914 0.9 

MASAO ROBERT TO STUDY IN HONOLULU 
The Headquarters Scholarship Cono.ittee has recoonended that Masao Robert, elec­
tronics student froo Pingelap• take his second year of study at the Honolulu 
Technical School. Masao has taken all of the avoliable courses on Guam in his 
field of interest. 

GOOD FOR FOUR YEARS 

The College of G.Jat:1 last week posted official notices to the effect that it had 
been accredited as a four-year college. according to Cynthia R. Olson, supervi­
sor of student activities for the Trust Territory on Guoo. 

DOESNt.T ANYBODY SHAVE? 

For sale: NCRELCO floating head electric shaver. 110-220 v. Brand new. Only 
$16.00. See R.JU. 

FOU!ID: Money lost yesterday afternoon in Leo Etscheit's Store was found by a 
resident of Uh. Owner cay claic ooney at Constabulary office. 



MAJOR COOPER Continued froo page 1. 

control ships on the surface of the eatth could not fire the. rockets if nnything 
had happened to 'Cooper. It oe~nt that he ha~ to fire theo canually hioself• 
rather thnn push a button to effect the blast~off• As it turned out, he cumu­
ally fired the rockets successfully, 

Faith 7 left the launching pad aboard its rocket within four oinutcs of scheduled 
blast-off. 

Major Cooper has been described as "laconic" and "utterly ioperturbable"'. Just 
before blast-off he took a cat nap in his space capsule and slept again during 
theecond orbit although his sl~ep period was progrru:med for ouch later in the 
flight. After an eight-hour programed sleep he was asked how he felt. His 
murwer: "Fine"'• 

So well did the Faith 7 caintain her prograc:oed schedule , that during the re-entry 
period there was a tioe• at about 251 000 feet, when there was an expected cooouni­
cations blackout thllt occurred within two seconds of its progracced tice. 

During re-entry the exterior of the capsule reached 3•000 degrees Fahrenheit, and 
slowed froc a speed of 17 1646 oiles per hour to only 270 oiles per hour within 
the space of five oinutes. 

Cooper had been weightless for over 33 hours and the effect of re-entering the 
earth•s atoosphere was unknown• for no hucan being had been weightless that long 
before. Other Astronauts had earlier experienced considerable shock after only 
~ or three orbits of weightlessness. Apparently no physical h.:iro. caoe to Cooper 
as he was able to walk froo the cnpsule to the ship's sick bay. 

Faith 7 was in the choppy seas of the Pacific only 47 oinutes between landing 
and pick-up by the carrier's crone. 

In the Pacific area alone there were 28 ships, 72 aircraft• and 19.000 specially 
trained personnel ready to assist in the recovery of Faith 7. 

Although the cabin tenperature of Faith 7 was at an averngc of 100 degrees, 
Cooper's space suit kept hie at a coofortable 67 degrees throughout the flight. 

It is believed that Faith 7 passed most .directly over the Caroline Islands dur­
ing the fourth of the 22 orbits. 

In 34 hours and 20 seconds Major Cooper travelled over 600,000 miles-the same 
distance for a trip to the moon and back. His speed through space was 17,646 
miles per hour. 

Major Cooper did not screoc "l ru:i eoglel" or anything else for that mntter._ Af­
ter 48 hours aboard the carrier he will be flown by jet to Honolulu for a tre­
nendous welcoce. His greatest concern: neeting Mrs. Cooper and their children 
in Honolulu. Why? Because 10 years ago that's where he oet his wife and carried 
her. 
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