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Economic ‘‘Shot-in-the-Arm”’

Work on $2 Million Majuro Airfield Progressing

MAJURO---The Marshall islanders are
counting the days until the new $2
million-plus Majuro Airfield will be
operational.

~Fhe facility will be a tremendous
éort—in)the-arm for Majuro’s growing

," Congress of Micronesia
Senate President Amata Kabua said
recently. “‘Satellite benefits will include
an abundance of water and primary
roads.”

Majuro’s new airfield-water
catchment system under construction is
running two months late and is now
projected to be completed in
mid-February next year.

‘“We have some 65 American
International Construction workers
laboring daily to finish Phase 1,” Milton
Scoutaris, project officer for the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers, stated.

Phase 1 includes the clearing and
grading, filling, packing and excavation
of the 7,000-foot plus runaway and the
building of a 500,000-gallon central
water storage facility under the
runaway.

Phase 11--slated to be finished in
1974--will include a terminal building,
runaway-water catchment, airfield
lighting and electronic navigational
aids.

Under this phase, an 8,000-gallon
water storage tank, three skimming
wells, and three pumping station will be
build and the paving of the primary
road to Rita village, some eight miles
northwest of the new runaway, is
programmed.

The Corps of Engineers is responsible
for the implementation of designs and
specifications and American

PER International is doing the construction.

Scoutaris said future plans call for

Pﬁ e the extension of the runaway to 10,000
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feet to accomodate larger jets including
the Jumbo 747s.

Meanwhile, the construction site is
the hub of bee-hive activity where men
and machines are clawing the landscape.
Only a lonely tree stands where once
grew rows of coconut trees and lush
jungle vegetation.

American _International has landed
more than 3,500 tons of equipment
including giant cranes, heavy duty
trucks and bulky earth-moving
machines.

A self-contained base camp, six miles
from the district center, services the
AIC staff and workers.

“Majuro is the Eastern gateway of
Micronesia,”” Senator Kabua says. ““The
new airport will open the way for travel
to the South Pacific.

Senator Kabua feels that the people _

will gain the economic benefits of the
new airport facility.

“It is inevitable that we will be
welcoming many tourists and
businessmen. This will mean a flow of
fresh dollar revenues to our people,” he
said.

Meanwhile, the Trust Territory
Government was officially presented
March 24 with a feasibility study of
proposed projects in the Yap and Palau
Districts.

The study, covering proposals for a
harbor and airport in Yap, and an
airport and bridge between Koror and
Babelthaup in Palau, was prepared by
the Northrop Corporation of' Los’
Angeles, in consultation with another

" LA firm, the Ralph M. Parsons Co.

The two firms began their study in
Palau on Jan.6 of this year. The final
report and recommendations are
contained in 50 helfty volumes-—-each
set weighing more than 500 pounds.
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