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The President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

We write to commend you for your decision to elevate the Republic of Kazakhstan under the Trafficking
Victims Protection Act of 2000. This positive reassessment of Kazakhstan’s trafficking status will encourage that
nation to continue down the path toward greater democratization and increased protection of human rights.

Human trafficking is an international problem affecting nations across the globe. It is a deplorable practice
which tears apart communities and ruins the lives of hundreds of thousands. Victims often are raped, beaten and
tortured as they are forced into modern day slavery or prostitution. Many are killed or simply disappear, never to be
heard from again.

In the past, Kazakhstan has been reproached by the international community for having inadequate laws which
fail to effectively address trafficking in persons. Kazakhstan’s new provision, however, responds to some of those
criticisms and is a positive step forward in fighting this cruel trade. Importantly, the Minister of Justice has been
appointed to lead Kazakhstan’s counter trafficking efforts. This appointment represents an increased level of
accountability on this issue. It is our hope that the Minister of Justice will help ensure a more active role by the
government in addressing this matter and in enforcing its new law.

Kazakhstan is important to the United States in several regards. It is a strong ally in our continuing war on
terrorism. Further, the country’s wealth of oil and natural gas positions it as a potentially vital partner in our pursuit
for greater sources of non-OPEC oil. At 12 years old, however, we recognize that Kazakhstan is a young country
struggling to implement meaningful democratic reforms. Certainly, the transition to democracy is not an easy one, and
this burgeoning country deserves credit for taking a solid step forward toward positive change.

We believe the new legal provision against trafficking is an illustration of Kazakhstan’s resolve to prove to the
world that it is serious about affecting true change. It is our hope that Kazakhstan will enforce its anti-trafficking
provisions and build upon this positive step as it implements meaningful reforms toward greater democratization and
improved protection of human rights.

Sincerely,
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