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Several weeks ago I received an invitation

to speak to this group on the general subject

of Filipino immigration as related to the

plantations and the procedures which have

been set up to carry out the obligations

incurred in the bringing of these people to

the Territory. In my initial studies it soon

became evident to me that, in order that

the significance of the move on the part of

the plantations to import these laborers

might be fully comprehended, it was neces-

sary to develop the complete picture — to

briefly review the history of labor importa-

tion into these Islands and to assess the plan-

tations’ responsibilities, or lack thereof, in

this connection. The success or failure of the

plantations in meeting their responsibilities

should then be examined. And finally, the

procedures which have been established for

implementing the carrying out of our respon-

sibilities might profitably be reviewed. This

is the approach which I shall attempt to

develop.

Research into the history of labor impor-

tation into the Kingdom of Hawaii is a

fascinating project. The first accounts of the

world-wide search for necessary labor, the

awareness of the government of the need for

such workers, and the difficulties encountered

and overcome in the securing of the laborers

provide vivid pictures of the life and times

of early Hawaii. For the history of the sugar :
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industry is inextricably interwoven into the

history of the Islands — and the importation

of plantation labor is probably the greatest

single chapter in the history of sugar in

Hawaii.

It was recognized as early as 1850 that
additional labor was required by Hawaiian
sugar and rice plantations if they were to
expand. The Kingdom recognized that it
would be greatly benefitted economically by

the building up of these industries and took
an active interest in the importation of labor.

To supervise and coordinate the importa-

tion of foreign labor, the government of the

Kingdom, in December, 1864, established a
Board of Immigration, under the Minister

of the Interior. Soon afterward a law was
passed forbidding the introduction of labor-

ers into the Kingdom without the express
license of the Board of Immigration. The

reports of this Board provide a great fund

of information concerning this activity. The

desirability of the several nationalities and
races as laborers on Hawaiian plantations is

exhaustively evaluated. Records of various

shipments, broken contracts, possible new

sources of labor, all are chronicled in the

reports made by the Board. An example of

the awareness of the government of the

advantages to be gained by immigration is
contained in the biennial report of the Hon-

orable W. N. Armstrong, president of the

Board of Immigration, dated March 31,
1882. In estimating that planters needed

some 4,000 additional laborers, he writes:

“Four thousand men, with three thousand

women and four thousand children would

make eleven thousand persons, whose trans-

portation would cost about $800,000. The

cost of transporting men would cost $3 50,000.

The cost of transporting the women and

children would be about $450,000. Whether

a part of this amount should be imposed on
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