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IMMIGRATION AND EMIGRATION '
IN THE HAWAIIAN SUGAR
INDUSTRY
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Several weeks ago I received an invitation
to speak to this group on the general subject
of Filipino immigration as related to the
plantations and the procedures which have
been set up to carry out the obligations
incurred in the bringing of these people to
the Territory. In my initial studies it soon
became evident to me that, in order that
the significance of the move on the part of
the plantations to import these laborers
might be fully comprehended, it was neces-
sary to develop the complete picture — to
briefly review the history of labor importa-
tion into these Islands and to assess the plan-
tations’ responsibilities, or lack tkereof, in
this connection. The success or failure of the
plantations in meeting their responsibilities
should then be examined. And finally, the
procedures which have been established for
implementing the carrying out of our respon-
sibilities might profitably be reviewed. This
is the approach which I shall attempt to
develop.
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Research into the history of labor impor-
tation into the Kingdom of Hawaii is a
fascinating project. The first accounts of the
world-wide search for necessary labor, the
awareness of the government of the need for
such workers, and the difficulties encountered
and overcome in the securing of the laborers
provide vivid pictures of the life and times
of early Hawaii. For the history of the sugar -
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