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This is the first edition of Micronesian Preservation, a 
quarterly newsletter prepared by the Trust Territory 
Historic Preservation staff. 

Our purpose in producing Micronesian Preservation is 
twofold. The first is to inform our readers of current and 
planned historic preservation activities in Micronesia with 
the idea that by informing people of our activities, we can 
help develop a greater public interest and understanding 
of historic preservation. 

Secondly, by providing this means of sharing 
information, we hope to coordinate our program with 
others that are dealing with Micronesian culture and 
history. This should increase the effectiveness of our 

. program and of those working with us. 

Interested persons and programs are invited to 
contribute articles, information and suggestions in areas 
related to Micronesian culture and historic preservation. 

Since this is the first issue, we will present a short 
outline of historic preservation in Micronesia to acquaint 
‘the reader with our program. 

Historic Preservation In Micronesia 

Historic Preservation in Micronesia is made possible 
through local action and through grants-in-aid provided by 
the National Park Service. Under the authority of the 
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, money is 
made available to identify, document and in some cases 
preserve significant properties. 

Protection from damage by Federal agencies is 
provided when properties are eligible or might be eligible 
for inclusion on the National Register of Historic Places. 
Once on the Register the property is eligible for grants to 
protect it from decay or destruction. 

The money for identifying and protecting Register 
properties is provided as 50-50 grants, with the Federal 
money matched by non-Federal money, material or 
donated work. The non-Federal match is necessary to 
demonstrate local interest in preservation. 

The Trust Territory Government, the administrative 
body in Micronesia, has been participating in the National 
Park Service program since 1974 and receives funds 
yearly. Micronesia is administratively divided into six 
island districts, each possessing a local historic 
preservation committee whose responsibility it is to 
develop priorities, generate non-Federal funds and 

generally oversee the local program. The object is to 
develop local interest and participation in district historic 
preservation projects with professional guidance by the 
Headquarters staff. Intensity of participation by districts 
varies but in all there is a developing awareness of the 
importance of historic preservation. 

Formation of the Micronesian Archeological Survey 

One of our most urgent tasks is to begiti’ systematic 
archeological surveys to identify historic and prehistoric 
properties throughout the districts. 

As western influence on even the more remote areas of 
Micronesia increases, old traditional living styles. are 
disappearing, adding to the importance of identifying and 
protecting prehistoric remains. The., increase ‘of 
construction projects throughout the islands poses a 
serious threat to archeological sites furthef necessitating 
survey work. We obviously cannot protect sites that we 
have not found so survey is vital. 

To accomplish this task Dr. Thomas King, an 
archeologist from the Office of Archeology and Historic 
Preservation of the National Park Service has been loaned 
to the Trust Territory Government for one year to 
organize the Micronesian Archeological Survey. 

Dr. King is currently communicating with archeologists 
in the states and other countries and will coordinate 
services donated by interested professionals. Donated 
services by the archeologists meet the non-Federal 
matching requirements of our grants-in-aid which allows 
the use of an equal amount of Federal money. 

One such participant in the survey, Dr. William Ayres, 
an archeologist from the University of Oregon, is 
currently in Ponape conducting a preliminary 
archeological survey. Dr. Ayres is inspecting selected areas 
representing distinct topographic regions of the island. 
The survey will locate historic and prehistoric properties 
and will also provide data to help unravel complex 
questions on the structure of ancient Ponapean society. 

As future surveys are conducted a more complete 
inventory of historic and pre-historic properties will exist, 
allowing for realistic preservation priorities to be 
established.   

 



  

  

  

  

District Preservation Activities 

Truk 

In March a Navy Civil Action Team (CAT), while 
dredging coral for road construction on Fefan Island in 
Truk Lagoon, uncovered prehistoric pottery and other 
artifacts near the village of Sapota. 

Due to the intervention of the President’s Advisory 
Council on Historic Preservation, construction activities 
were halted. When the Office of Territorial Affairs was 
unable to fund archeological salvage at the sites, the 
National Park Service sent Dr. Richard Shutler of the 
University of Iowa to lead an archeological team 
composed of Dr. Jun Takayama, Dr. Yosihiko Sinoto, 
Jeffrey Marck, and James Moses. 

Excavations were conducted on five sites with pottery, 
shell adzes, fish bones, and shell bracelets recovered from 
the two by two meter pits. 

Dr. Shutler in his preliminary report stated that the 
dredging activities had considerably damaged three of the 
five test sites. 

The sites were of particular importance because it was 
previously believed that pottery was not manufactured or 
used in the Micronesian Islands east of the Marianas. 

Shutler recommended archeological monitoring of all 
present and future road construction on Fefan and was 
particularly concerned that further coral dredging would 
seriously damage the site. 

The Navy CAT teams, scheduled for further road 
construction activities on the Island of Tol have been 
advised by the TT Historic Preservation Officer that 
preliminary archeological survey work must be completed 
before further road construction can commence. 

ARTIFACTS RECOVERED FROM SAPOTA, FEFAN 

Ponape 

Nan Madol Archeological Report Due 

A previously unpublished report on archeological 
excavations conducted at the ruins of Nan Madol in 
Ponape nearly fifteen years ago may be within a year of 
completion. 

Dr. Clifford Evans, curator of the Department of 
Anthropology at the Smithsonian Institution, in a letter 
to Dr. Thomas King, assured the Trust Territory that the 
long overdue report was nearly completed and would be 
published in the Smithsonian Contributions to 
Anthropology series “within a year or so.” Dr. Evans 
directed the 1963 excavation of Nan Madol carried out by 
the Smithsonian with a grant from the National Science 
Foundation. 

Dr. Evans explained that the report, extensively 
illustrated and of the highest quality, would be well worth 
the wait. 

Artifacts recovered from the ruins are now in the 
possession of the Smithsonian. 

RUINS OF NAN MADOL 

Marshalls 

DeBrum Plantation House Stabilization and Documentation 
Project: 

Dr. Edward Jelks, a well known American historical 
archeologist, will supervise the stabilization and 
documentation of the DeBrum Plantation House on 
Likiep Island in the Marshalls. 

The project, scheduled for early December, will 
structurally stabilize the rapidly deteriorating house and 
copy the historic documents it contains. 

Built in the late nineteenth centrury, the DeBrum 
House is the only surviving example of period copra 
plantation housing in the Marshalls. The house, full of  


