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April 24, 1942

Dear Mr. Bird:

Many thanks for your note 

of the 22nd enclosing the survey of 

public opinion on the Japanese 

evacuation. It is very interesting.

Sincerely,
(SINGED) JOHN J. McCLOY

i

Mr. John A. Bird 
Director of Inforamation
War Relocation Authority - 301 Administration Bldg, Agriculture
Washington, D. C.
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WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY

WASHINGTON

April 22, 1942

Hon. John J. McCloy 
Assistant Secretary of War

Dear Mr. McCloy:

At Mr. Eisenhower's suggestion, I am enclosing 
a copy of preliminary results of a Nation-wide survey 
of public opinion on the Japanese evacuation, conducted 
by the Office of Facts and Figures for the War Relocation 
Authority. I would appreciate your treating this Mater­
ial confidentially since we do not want it public 
at this time.

Sincerely yours,

John A. Bird 
Director of Information
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[£aRXPRELIMINARY RESULTS OF NATION-WIDE SURVEY OF 
PUBLIC OPINION ON JAPANESE EVACUATION

1. Which of the enemy alien groups in the United States do you think is 
most dangerous?
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Japanese -  50% Germans -  47% Italian s- 2%  
A ll the same -  11% Don't  know -  4%

2. Do you think we are doing the right thing in moving Japanese aliens (not 
citizens) away from the Pacific Coast?

Y es- t9 2 %  tNo- 2% Don't know- t0%

3. H o w  about Japanese born in the United States (citizens)? Do you 
think they should be moved?

Yes - 59% No - 255 Don't know - 16%

4. With regard to these Japanese who are moved, do you think they should 
be kept under strict guard as prisoners of war or do you think they 
should be allowed to go about fairly freely in their new communitis?

Should be kept under strict guard - 64%
Should be permitted to move about fairly freely- 29%
Don't know - 7%

5• Should the Government alone decide what kind of work evacuated Japanese 
will do or should the Japanese have some voice in the matter?

Government alone should decide - 67%
Japanese should have a boice - 23%
Don't knew - 10%

Of those who felt the Government alone should decide, the following
reasons were mentioned:

Japanese not trustworthy- 18%
Government would not have sufficient control- 10% 
We are in a war and must take all precautions - 8% 
Government should have right to use Japanese 
where most needed- 0%

Of those who felt Japanese should have some voice in the matter,
the following reasons were mentioned:

Would be most efficient- 8%
Majority of Japanese are harmless or blameless- 6% 
Psychological effect on Japanese would be better- 4%



C. Should the Japanese who are moved to new communities get the same wages
as others, smaller wages, or merely room and board?

Same wages- 33% Smaller wages- 28% Room and board-27%
Don't know- 14%

7. Of the Japanese born in the United States are those who returned to 
Japan for their education more or less dangerous than those who have 
been educated in this country?

More d a n g e r o u s  - 17 5 %  Less dangerous - 7%
About the same - 8% Don’t know - 10%

8• Do you think that on the whole the Japanese born in this country are
more or less dangerous than these who came here from Japan?

More dangerous - 10% Less dangerous - 969%
About the same - 10% Don’t know • 11%

DuBois indicates that these results will have to be checked and analysed
further before he can tell us exactly what they mean. 


