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ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

2400 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, DC 20301-2400

24 JAN 2007

INTERNATIONAL In reply refer to:
SECURITY AFFAIRS 1-02/000491

The Honorable Neil Abercrombie
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Representative Abercrombie:

Thank you for your letter to President Bush concerning reports of widening
American military action to include Iraq.

The global campaign against terrorism continues, but the President has
made no decisions with respect to military action against Iraq. The
Administration’s Iraq policy was under review before September 11, 2001, and
remains under review. I can assure you as well that the Administration will
consult closely with Congress when any decisions are made.

Saddam Hussein’s regime, however, remains a threat to the Iraqi people,
Iraq’s neighbors, and vital United States interests. He continues to oppress his
country’s civilian population, prevents the delivery of humanitarian assistance
through the United Nations oil-for-food program, and evades Iraq’s international
obligations to declare and destroy Iraq’s weapons of mass destruction capabilities.

Once again, thank you for taking the time to convey your concern.

Sincerely,

Peter W. Rodman




