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MILITARY INTELLIGENCE SERVICE

PREMIERE OF
“UNCOMMON COURAGE: PATRIOTISM AND CIVIL LIBERTIES”

SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA
MAY 19, 2001

VIDEO MESSAGE

Aloha. I wish I could be with you this day to join you in honoring true nikkei
heroes.

Historic circumstances have resulted in an avalanche of praise and commendation
for the men of the 442nd Regimental Combat Team and the 100th Infantry
Battalion. The 442nd and 100th have been acclaimed for their courage and valor in
battle.

But how does one define courage?

The men of the 442nd and 100th were courageous, and they bravely stood in
harm’s way. Many of them were struck by bullets and shrapnel.

It also took much courage for those who stood up against our government when it
incarcerated men and women because they looked like the enemy. Yes, our nation
was wrong and admitted this wrong and apologized in 1988. But, in 1942, it took
special courage to tell a powerful nation that it had made a terrible mistake. It is
reassuring to note that there were people during those dark days who had the
courage to stand up, when some of us were reluctant to do so, and say, “You are
wrong.”

But it also takes much courage to venture into enemy territory where the enemy
might be your cousin or look like you. It takes courage to stand up for your beliefs
to the extent that you feel you must work against an enemy who may be a member
of your family. It takes courage to push forward with your mission when you are
cursed by that enemy and distrusted by those with whom you serve.

That was the courage of the men of the Military Intelligence Service.

Today we celebrate courage. Today we can be proud that in those dark days of
World War 11, courage was rather commonplace among nikkei men and women.




I join you in saluting men of courage, the members of the Military Intelligence
Service. I am honored to extend my congratulations to them on their recent receipt
of the Presidential Unit Citation for extraordinary heroism in military operations
against an armed enemy.
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The Honorable Daniel K. inouye
Fax #202 224 6747

Dear Senatar Inouye:
| am writing to request two things.

As we are doing the final edit of the documentary on the MIS for which we

interviewer vou, Uncommon Courage: Patriotism and Civil Libertles, we find

that we c2.ild use a few photos of you during the War. Do you have any that you q
could let i+ videotape and then we would return them to you?

We are unider some time pressures so we would need them this week, but we
think the ptotos of you would add to our documentary and we would very much
appreciate t 1f you could have them sent by e-mail, that would be great. My e-
mail address 1s gky@earthiink.net.

My second request has to do with the premiere screening in Sacramento on Ma m
19", If you are going to be out in California, we would love foT yBU 10 speak. Hu
realize Congress is in session so you might not be going back to Hawai'i. If

you're not would it be possible for you to yidgolape 3 message about the MIS
and, although you were in the 442", the importance of what the MIS did, and any OK
personal thoughts.

Not only is our targeted audience MIS veterans, Veterans of Foreign Wars, and L)
the JACL' we aim to attract a broad audience since this is a civil rights story and

an importart historical one as well, and so we're including the California State

Library, ares libraries, area colleges, and local law schools.

We appreriate your consideration.
Sincerely,

‘)};gzw:);

gayle k. yamada ¢
Producer/Director/Writer > )

C}J\\ g,)j)/
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By virtue of the authority vested in me as President of the United States and as
v (hiel of the Armed Forces of the United States. I bave today

Commandecr
awarded

THE PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION (ARMY)
FOR EXTRAORDINARY HEROISM
TO THFE
MILITARY INTELLIGENCE SERVICE, UNITED STATES ARMY

The Militar Intelligence Service is cited far outstunding and galiant performance of duty in
action against encmies of the United States from | May 1942 to 2 September 1945, The Military
Intelligence Service provided superior Intelligence collection and disseminstion services during
World War U] to combat forces throughout the world; its members were Interpreters, translators,
lnterragators, propagands specialists, and signa! technicians who worked in every ochedon of the
United States military establishinent snd with Allied Forces. Tbe Military Intelligance Service
partictpated in ¢y e major battle and campalgn in the Asiatic-Pacific Theater of Operations and
served in gntelhiprnce roles ln the United States and in the European Theater of Operstions, The
more than six thiusund lingulsts were assigned to combat units on every froni. primarily In the
Pacific Theater upgorting these units with critical interpretation, translation, radlo reception,
and interrogatic.n services, [he Military Intelligence Service not only played key roles in
battlefield situnti-ns, they also provided United Statey forces with an unprecedented amount of
lntimate, authotitative detailed, and timely information un enemy forces to support planning and
execution of rombat perations. The key contributions made by the members of the Military
Intelligence Service 1n providing valuable intelligence on military rgets helped advasce the
United States ant Alhed ¢ause during World War If and undoubtedly saved coantless lives and
hattened the en. of the war. The significant achievements accomplished by the (sithful and
dedicated service of (he linguistic-iatelligence speciatist graduates of the Military Intolligence
Service Languspe School, who formed the Militury Intelligence Service will never be forgotten by
our grateful Nutn. Their unconquersblc apirit and galiant deeds under fire in the face of
superior odds. ar 4 1he e self-sucrificang devotian to duty are worthy of the highest emulation.




