100 INFANTRY BATTALION VETERANS -

| JOE TAKATA FIELD DEDICATION AND ARMY 228TH BIRTHDAY by Aki Nosaka

It was 9 o'clock on Thursday morning, June 12, 2003, when three vans, sent from Fort Shafter, were lined
up at the clubhouse to pick up and transport members and families who had signed up to attend the Joe
Takata Field Dedication.

As the van we were riding entered the baseball field at Fort Shafter, the first thing that caught our eyes
were the beautiful colorful flags/banners waving in the sunlight along the infield. We, along with many
other military and other local dignitaries, were escorted to our reserved seats located in a protected area
from the intermittent rain and hot sun. Lieutenant General James Campbell delivered a moving address (a
copy is printed elsewhere in this issue) in which he mentioned the 100th Bn. and Sgt. Joe Takata
npumerous times.

Joe Takata's nephew, Francis Takata, had the honor of unveiling the huge sign, and Admiral Thomas
Fargo threw the first commemorative pitch. Nephew Joey Takata assisted in the Army 228th birthday
cake cutting ceremony.

Among those who attended were Stanley Akita, Akira Akimoto, Robert Aoki, Robert Arakaki, Otomatsu

__ Aoki, Kunio Fujimoto, Ted Hirayama, Shizuya Hayashi, Ray and Aki Nosaka, Tokuji Ono, Susumu Ota,
Ford Matsunaga, George Miyashiro, Kazuto Shimizu, Don and Kimi Matsuda, Clyde Sugimoto, Ben,
Gloria & Egan Tamashiro, Seiji and Kinuye Tanigawa, Denis Teraoka, Shigeru Tsubota, Bert Turner,
Richard Yamashina, and Hideo Yamashita.

THE PRESIDENT’S REPORT by Stanley Akita
The meeting was called to order at 10 a.m. A moment of silence was observed.

The first item on the agenda was to allow Laurie Hamano to speak to the Board about her sister’s story
of the AJA soldiers by way of a ballet, which will be held at the Leeward Community College.

The Club Secretary/Treasurer’s report was moved and accepted as circulated.

As for the Apartment Building, Robert Arakaki has made arrangements to have two painters to provide
the Club with an estimate to apply a rust retarding paint on the rusted portion of the metal railing and to
paint the rust-stained portion of the apartment.

The Air Conditioner in the boardroom is not adequately cooling off the room and the President will look
into the problem.

Announcements:

1) The Korean War Veteran’s 50th Anniversary Luau on July 25, 2003, was announced to the
members.

2) The Scholarship Fund Drive donations are around $30,000 as of this date. Our actual goal
is about $75,000, a figure that was to get us back to the amount we originally had just before the 9/11
incident. The drive is not over yet, so if you have extra cash lying around doing nothing, the 100th
Infantry Battalion Scholarship is a good place to put it.

3) The City and County of Honolulu will hold a Family Day Celebration on July 5, 2003.
We were invited to join a parade down Kalakaua Avenue, through Waikiki and ending at Kapiolani Park.



We have a booth at the park to disseminate information to the public about the 100th Infantry Battalion.

4) A letter from Representative Ed Case was read about a 3.4 billion dollar increase to the VA.
'Also attached was a letter from the Republic of the Philippines wanting to bestow medals on American
World War II Veterans who served in the U.S. Military campaigns in the Philippines. Any 100th
Infantry Battalion members who qualify, please call the club office and we’ll forward your names.

5) A dinner honoring the Congressional Medal of Honor Recipients by the Food Bank will be
held on July 3, 2003, at the Hawaiian Village Coral Ballrooom. The price per person is $50. Anyone
interested, please call the office.

6) A congratulatory donation of $115 will be made to the Hawaii Pacific Press on its 26th
Anniversary.

PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS:

Scholarship Fund Raising: As of 6/6/03 the Fund has received donations totaling about $30,000. The
enthusiasm of the membership towards the fund drive was the primary factor as to whether or not the
drive would be successful.

Before the letters were sent out, I contacted Hawaii, Maui, Kauai, Los Angeles and Oahu to find out how
many members attended their monthly meetings. Based on the numbers given to me, I sent the equivalent
of 10 envelopes to each member to be passed out to their friends and relatives. Enthusiasm was shown
by members like Kazuo Senda of Kauai and Sam Fujikawa of L.A., who must have worked very hard to
pass out the envelopes, since the response from both those areas was very good. Hawaii, Maui and
Oahu?---eh!!! 1 personally am a little disappointed, not with the amounts donated, but more with the
distribution of the envelopes. I know it would have been a lot better with a little more enthusiasm. I take
my hat off to members like Kazuo Senda and Sam Fujikawa. (P.S. We have many more envelopes, so
please call the clubhouse if you can distribute more.)

The Puka Puka Parade: Many of you readers of the PPP do not realize what is involved in the publishing
of the PPP so you can read it regularly every month. All these years, the editor and its staff of a few

volunteers work very hard to get it out on fime. Take the present editor, Joy Teraoka. Many times, she
works right through the weekend just to make the deadline for the printing day. I know that because she
has called me occasionally on Sundays regarding matters in the PPP. Her husband Denis can attest to
what I’'m saying. So members, be happy that we’ve got someone like Joy to help us with the PPP.

PPPARADE EDITOR’S NOTE

Thanks, Stanley, for the compliment and the plug. Much credit also goes to my wonderful staff, Robert
Arakaki, Mary Hamasaki, Hiromi Suehiro, and Evelyn Tsuda. Without them there would be no PPP.
Mary’s keen eye for proofing and editing is invaluable; Evelyn’s help with the inputting, relieves me of
much of the load; Bob and “Suey” help us with the printing, which takes hours to complete. Then there
are those who contribute their chapter reports or other articles like Ray and Aki Nosaka’s Dis and Dat.
Our volunteers who help with the collating, labeling and mailing deserve a big “mahalo”for their part,
too. “Moro” Sato, whose second home is the clubhouse, delivers our mail bags to the airport postoffice
for us. Admittedly, it does take time and effort to put together a montly PPP. But if the readers look
forward to receiving their copies and they find the publication newsworthy and a meaningful way to keep
in touch with their fellow comrades, it is worth the effort.

Our last PPP volunteers were: Bernard Akamine, Otomatsu Aoki, Akira Akimoto, Kunio Fujimoto, Mary
Hamasaki, Ed Ikuma, Sally Inouye, Shigeru Inouye, Larry and Regina Kamiya, Arthur Komiyama, Don
and Kimi Matsuda, Joichi Muramatsu, Saburo Nishime, Ken Nakagawa, Tom Nishioka, Aki Nosaka,
Takeichi Onishi, Leo Sato, “Moro” Sato, Kazuto Shimizu, Hiromi Suehiro, Goro Sumida, Denis and
Joy Teraoka, Martin Tohara, Evelyn and Ricky Tsuda, Shigeru Tsubota, Ukichi Wozumi, and Marie
Yoneshige.

THE NEXT COLLATION WILL BE ON THURSDAY, JULY 31. FROM AUGUST,
COLLATING WILL BE ON FRIDAYS.




OTHER REMINDERS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

QUSE CLEANLU
AUGUST 2, 200

8:30 A.M.

(MORE DETAILS LATER)

NO SONS & DAUGHTERS OF THE 100TH INF. BN. PICNIC FOR THIS YEAR, 2003.

EXHIBIT OF LT. SABURO MAEHARA AT CLUBHOUSE

If you visit the clubhouse, please take a few minutes to view the exhibit of The Legacy of Lt. Saburo
Maehara, KIA, April 5, 1945, near Pisa, Italy: To his daughter Susan Miki. The beautiful sketches and
letters are memorabilia cherished by his family. It is a poignant reminder of the heroes and heartbreaks
of war. Maehara was with Company C. Portrait sketches of him are by his close buddy, Keiichi Kimura
of Headquarters Company, who became one of Hawaii’s finest artists.
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LOOKINGBACK . ... by Joy Teraoka, Editor
ON GENERAL ERIC SHINSEKI’S RETIREMENT

Heartfelt congratulations to General Eric Shinseki on his retirement from the U.S. Army he has served so
well. He has made us proud, not only as a son of Hawaii but also as the first AJA to attain the exalted
rank of Army Chief of Staff. Throughout his meritorious career Shinseki has remained humble and
grateful to those who inspired, supported and gnided him.

In nominating Eric Shinseki as a West Point candidate in the 60s, Senator Dan Inouye could not have
chosen a more deserving nominee. The merit of Inouye’s choice has been validated many times over
during Shinseki’s army career.

Often, in speeches, Shinseki mentioned that during his youth on Kauai he listened to stories of his uncle
and others who fought with the 100th/442nd RCT, and how they inspired him with their courage, loyalty
and dedication. Surely, these stories contributed to the values and principles he holds and to the
dedication he demonstrates in his own actions as a soldier. After serving in Viet Nam, suffering a
serious foot injury, Shinseki could have retired honorably. However, he chose to continue his Army
career, eventually serving as commander of Army forces in Europe and NATO peacekeepers in Bosnia-
Herzegovina.

As the new Army Chief of Staff under the Clinton administration, General Shinseki set out to transform
the military into a more flexible, faster moving fighting force. He advocated use of the Crusader artillery
program and Stryker combat brigades. When President Bush came to office he chose Donald Rumsfeld
as Defense Secretary. Although both Shinseki and Rumsfeld advocated a transformation of the Army to
meet the demands of modern warfare and its relevancy to peacekeeping, they differed and disagreed on
how to achieve this. Despite the political maneuvering by Rumsfeld to diminish the General’s plans,
Shinseki carried on with dignity and integrity. He held to his principles and values without compromise.
As Shinseki has emphasized repeatedly, he is a soldier. He is a soldier’s soldier and not a politician who
plays politics.

Throughout his career, Shinseki has shown insight, intellect, and integrity. Shinseki will surely be sought
to continue serving his Nation and his community in other capacities. We salute General Eric Shinseki
and wish him and his wife, Patty a happy and fulfilling retirement.
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THE ESSENCE OF A NEW DAY

“This is the beginning of a new day. You have been given this day to use as you will. You can waste it
or use it for good. What you do today is important because you are exchanging a day of your life for it.
When tomorrow comes, this day will be gone forever; in its place is something that you have left
behind. . . let it be something good.”
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SGT. JOE TAKATA FIELD DEDICATION
SPEECH BY LT. GEN. JAMES L. CAMPBELL

On June 12, 2003, at Fort Shafter, Lt. Gen. James L. Campbell welcomed guests to a “twin bill or
doubleheader” as they gathered to recognize “a proud soldier and son of Hawaii in dedicating this field
in his honor, but . . . also to salute the Army for 228 years of faithful service to our Nation.” Family and
relatives of Sgt. Takata, MOH recipient Shizuya Hayashi and his daughter Mimi, Admiral and Mrs.
Thomas Fargo, members of the 100th Inf. Bn., other distinguished veterans, soldiers, civilians, family and
friends of the USARPAC team and baseball fans gathered to celebrate the beautifully transformed Fort
Shafter field.

The following are excerpts from Gen. Campbell’s commemorative speech.

Truth be known, I am very humbled to be standing before you this morning, for I know I am
in the presence of true heroes, the magnificent soldiers and family members of the famed
100th Battaliion. On the eve of our 228th birthday, I have a rare opportunity to recognize
one of our Army’s most distinguished soldiers, a man who bravely stepped forward and
valiantly fought for a cause he believed in, even when many in his own country doubted his

loyalty.

I am also very excited, because I'm standing on a baseball field not far from home plate and
I get a chance to talk about baseball--it just doesn’t get any better than that for me. . ..

Perhaps best said by Roy Campanella, Brooklyn’s all-star catcher of the 50s, “You gotta be
a man to play baseball for a living, but you gotta have a lot of little boy in you.”

I can’t help but think that Joe Takata had many of the same wonderful baseball memories as
a child, and i bet Joe had a lot of little boy in him.

Joe Takata attended McKinley High School and was a star baseball player, the leader of his
team. He went to basic training right up the road at Schofield Barracks. He was married,
but for only two months to Florence, before he put his personal plans and desires on hold

__ _to serve his country. He was a scout in the 100th Battalion, the eyes and ears for his -

commander, and eagerly tackled this challenge with the same vigor and determination that
had made him a legend on the baseball diamond.

Sixty years ago this September, the freedom of the world hung in the balance. A massive
struggle agaiinst evil and oppression was being waged thnroughout Europe and the Pacific,
and Joe Takata would play a key role. The 100th Battalion arriveD in North Africa in early
September. Three weeks later, as many of you here this morning can recall as if it were
yesterday, they landed in Salerno and began their advance into battle. B Company was in
the lead, and C Company was in reserve behind the battalion headquarters on that autumn
morning of 29 September.

Thomas D. Murphy, in his book, Ambassadors in Arms, The Story of Hawaii’s 100th
Battalion, details the final moments of Sergeant Joe Takata’s life,

“At about 10 am., as the third platoon turned a bend in the road, three German machine
guns opened up, and mortar and artillery shells began to fall around the ‘zeroed-in’ curve.
Sergeant Joe Takata said, ‘It’s the first time, so ’m going first.” Spotting one of the
German nests, he walked toward it, firing his automatic rifle. A piece of schrapnel caught
him in the head. Dying, he managed to tell one of his men, who had crawled close, where
the German gunners were. Before the enemy pocket was silenced, another soldier, Keichi
Tanaka, had died and seven more were wounded.”

Tom Nagata, in his superb work in Japanese Eyes, American Heart, captures only as a
soldier can do what happens within a close knit unit when someone within the ranks falls,
and what it meant to those who had to fight on.

“l heard Colonel Turner, who was up ahead, reporting to the Regiment by radio that
Sergeant Joe Takata had been killed by artillery shells. Colonel Turner said that Joe’s
heroic action in leading his men to outflank the enemy had caused the Germans to withdraw.

“The battalion had to move forward, but as we passed by Sergeant Takat by the roadside,
each of us offered asilent prayer to our brave comrade. I felt very sad that someone I had
just gotten to know had been killed. Joe was the first of many Americans of Japanese
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ancestry soldiers to be killed in action. I was proud that I knew him. He set the standard
for the conduct of the men from that time on. He was leading his men and doing his job
clearing the way. Ifelt that if he was willing to give his life for his country, then the rest of
us should try to do the same.”

Were Joe Takata alive today, he would be 84 years old. He would have lived a full life, most
likely a grandfather or great-grandfather. He might have been a retired businessman,
politician or educator, but my guess is that he would have done things on a baseball field
that would make folks just shake their heads in disbelief. He might even have a plaque with
his likeness displayed in the hallowed wing of inductees in the Hall of Fame in
Cooperstown.

Most importantly, if Joe Takata were alive today, he would know that his sacrifice was not in
vain, and that as a result of his individual heroism and unwavering commitment to stand and
fight in the face of danger, he had made a difference in the struggle of good over evil, and
had ensured a free world for those who would follow in his footsteps. He would also know
that he had earned the unwavering respect and gratitude of those most important to him, his
fellow soldiers. I think this extraordinary respect was best captured in a telling segment of
Thomas Murphy’s book, Ambassadors in Arms:

“In April 1944, six Iowans of the 34th Division sent a joint letter to the Des Moines
Register in which they stated that letters attacking the loyalty of the Japanese-Americans,
published in that paper, had made their blood boil. They had been privileged to fight beside
some of the Americans of Japanese ancestry in combat, were proud of that fact, and wished
to tell some people a few things. They wrote: “Whenever you have been near enough to see
these boys die for their country, then it is time to voice your opinion. There have been times,
when the Japanese, as you call them, have saved many lives, only because they have proven
themselves better Americans than some that were not of Japanese descent.

‘When you have seen these boys blown to bits, going through shell fire that others refused
to go through, sleep where they could, in foxholes full of water, and other horrors not to be
mentioned--then it is time to voice opinion. If you care for any more opinions of other
members of this Division, ask for them..””

It is only fitting that, on the eve of our Army’s birthday, we recognize a most extraordinary
man, from a most extraordinary battalion, who exemplifies the courage, daring, and
determination of all soldiers who have willingly boot their boots on the ground and their
lives on the line to answer our Nation’s call for the past 228 years.

Stephen Ambrose, the noted World War 1I historian, sums it up best for me when he talks
about men like Joe Takata:

“They wanted to be throwiing baseballs, not hand grenades; shooting 22s at rabbits, not
Mlis at other young men. But when the test came, when freedom had to be fought for or
abandoned, they fought. They were soldiers of democracy--and to them we owe our
freedom.”

Edna Sakuma and Diane Chow-Hoy untied the maile lei with the assistance of Francis Takata, preceding
the unveiling of the Joe Takata Field sign. After comments by Dennis Sakuma on behalf of the Takata
family, Admiral Tom Fargo threw in the first pitch to Bryson Jhung, former Battalion Commander of the
1st Battalion, 35th Infantry CACTI and current Deputy Garrison Commander. As a boy, Jhung played

on that very field.

Gen. Campbell then thanked the guests for making the event so memorable. He closed his dedication

We salute you, Joe Takata. To you, to the men of the 100th Battalion, and to all our veterans
here today, we owe our freedom, and we will never take that for granted. Happy Birthday,
Army. Stand proud. God bless you all, and may God bless America.

THE HAWAII HERALD FEATURES ARTICLES ON THE 100TH INF. BN.

In the Friday, June 6, 2003, issue of The Hawai’i Herald there are several articles pertaining to the 100th
Inf. Bn. Under the banner “Community Focus, Dr. Kenneth Otagaki on Overcoming Adversity,”
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Warren Iwasa, editor of The Hawai'i Herald, reports on Otagaki’s presentation on May 8 at the
Japanese Cultural Center of Hawaii. Relevant to the theme “Universal Values for a Democratic
Society,” Otagaki was asked to speak on “overcoming adversity throughout his life” for the Nisei
Veterans Endowed Forum Series, sponsored by the Colleges of Arts and Sciences at the University of
Hawai’i at Manoa.

Kenneth, a familiar and active member of the 100th, is an inspiring role model for those who face the task
of overcoming adversity. We are familiar with his feat of overcoming enormous obstacles and adjusting
to civilian life after being seriously injured in World War II. Even before becoming a part of the 100th
Inf. Bn., Otagaki showed his spunk and determination to do well in life when he ran away from home at
the tender age of 14 so that he could continue his schooling--an education his family could not afford to
give its second son. By supporting himself as a houseboy, he managed to graduate from McKinley High
School. Then, as “a student of the University of Hawaii, he woke up at 4 am. to milk cows at the
university farm,”

Just prior to the bombing of Pearl Harbor, Otagaki, a recent graduate of the University, volunteered for
the Army and was assigned to the 65th Combat Engineers, a unit composed mostly of haoles. After the
infamous bombing, he and his fellow AJA soldiers were looked upon with suspicion. They were
ostracized from even eating together with the other haole members. So Otagaki requested a transfer and
eventually became a part of the 100th (after a stint in the Veterinary Corp shovelling horse manure).

Otagaki, wounded in Italy, January 1944, lost his right leg, two fingers, and the sight of his right eye.
Despite the devastating physical losses, Otagaki’s indomitable spirit and determination were not defeated.
He went on to earn a doctorate in animal science, teach at the University level, and serve as a cabinet
member under Gov. John Burns’ administration.

Recently, Kenneth was hospitalized at Tripler, but as the saying goes, “You can’t keep a good man
down.” He has returned home and has recovered to the point where he is at his post on collating days for
the PPParade. Absolutely amazing, in mind, body and spirit!

A special report submitted by Ted Tsukiyama for The Hawai’i Herald, entitled “YETERANS, THE
ONE PUKA PUKA: The Purple-Heart Battalion: A Salute” has been condensed and reprinted with
permlssmn ftom Go for Broke ]943-1993 It is a well documented account of how the IOOth Infantry
oonnected W1th the 100th itisa famxhar story, but to the vast aud1ence who are generatlons younger, it is
a valuable means of learning about the incredible legacy of the 100th Inf. Bn..

On page A-12 of the same issue (June 6, 2003) of The Hawai’i Herald another interesting story by
reporter Roy M. Kodani appears under the title “Nikkei Profiles, STANLEY MASAHARU AKITA,
President of the 100th Infantry Battalion Veterans.”

In it President Stanley Akita explains the “essence of the camaraderie that exists among veterans of the
famous One Puka Puka Battalion.” He conveys the deep feeling of respect, pride and affection the
veterans hold toward their buddies. Akita says, “Going into combat made the bond stronger. We are not
just a band of brothers, we are an entire Battaliion of Brothers.”

Akita, originally a 442nd volunteer, became a C Company replacement for the 100th in Italy. He spoke in
gratitude how the older, more seasoned 100th Inf. Bn. members taught the younger replacements how to
survive on the front lines, how to identify the different sounds of artillery. The older combatants were
like big brothers to them.

The president also related some of his interesting experiences as a POW in Germany after his capture at
Biffontaine, France.

In the interview Akita talks about the membership, the original purchase of the clubhouse property, and
the purpose of the 100th Inf. Bn. Vets. today--their motto being “For Continuing Service.” He spoke of
the many ways the organization serves the community by awarding scholarships to young graduates, by
volunteering as docents at the National Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific, and by allowing aduit
education classes at the clubhouse.

Many thanks to The Hawai’i Herald for writing about the 100th Infantry Battalion Veterans in a timely
offering as the organization celebrates its 61st Anniversary.

The PukaPuka Parade is the monthly newsletter of the World War I 100th Infantry Battalion

Veterans association (aka Club 100). Published at 520 Kamoku Street, Honolulu, HI 96826.




DIS AND DAT By Ray Nosaka

I am proud to say that the Co. B Ukulele Club (Hui Hanele O'Aikane) has been together for 17 years!!
Yes, we just celebrated our 17th birthday on June 11 with a buffet luncheon at the Pagoda. I have to
admit that the membership number has diminished, but we still enjoy getting together to talk, play and
sing. ’

Stella Tanigawa and Evelyn Tsuda co-chaired this successful event which was held in one of the teahouse
rooms. Evelyn was the M.C., conducted the games, and awarded the prizes. Sakae Tanigawa presented
all of the ladies with a pokinikini lei.

Ann Kabasawa donated some prizes so everybody went home with something in their hands. Picture
taking was by Clyde Sugimoto.

Those enjoying the party were: Tom and Miki Tsubota, Don and Kimi Matsuda, Riki and Evelyn Tsuda,
Sakae and Stella Tanigawa, Marie Yoneshige, Ted Hamasu, Elaine Nakamura, Ann Kabasawa, Clyde
Sugimoto, Ray and Aki Nosaka. We were so happy to have Takako Umamoto drop in for awhile. Also,
we are looking forward to having Harry Katahara come back to join us, soon, we hope.

Our next community service will take place at the Oahu Care Facility on Wednesday, July 16 at 9:45 a.m.

MEMORIES: CIVITAVECCHIA TO PISA AND BEYOND By Saburo Nishime

The 20d and 37d Battalions of the 44204 Regiment started off the attack from Civitavecchia, and the
100th Bn. was initially held in reserve. The 20d and 3rd Bns. immediately ran into strong German
opposition and suffered many casualties. Col. Pence then committed the 100th Bn. The command of
the 100th found an opening in the German defense and immediately took advantage and attacked. Our
Second Platoon didn’t get into the action until Lt. Pluite called for our section, and we reported to
where the lieutenant was located. Lt. Pluite then fired a tracer bullet to show where a number of
Germans were located. The Germans were trying to get away and they were already quite a long
distance away; so I doubt our machine guns did too much damage. We could see the bullets from our
machine guns kicking up the dust where the bullets landed, and some of the Germans ran right through
and managed to get away with the bullets dancing around them.

The First Platoon machine gunners had their sights on an Italian “farmer” on a horse-drawn wagon as it
was pulling away from the combat area. Before the wagon could get out of sight around a bend, the
First Platoon machine gunners opened fire on the wagon, causing it to turn over, and a whole load of
mortar shells came tumbling out from the wagon. This prevented the Germans from getting hold of all
these mortar shells.

We came across a German tank that was knocked out of action by the 100th Bn. bazooka specialist
and we could see several of the tank crew lying outside the tank. The 100th Bn. riflemen captured a
number of air-cooled-engine German jeeps and the 100th Bn. drivers were driving them around. They
probably were German Volkswagens.

The battle of Belvedere was a most highly successful operation for the 100th Inf. Bn., where so much
was won with so few casualties. There would not be another battle like this. The 100th Bn. was
awarded its first Presidential Unit Citation for this battle.

With the battle of Belvedere out of the way, and while the members of the 100th Bn. were just lying
around, the 20d and 37d Bns. of the 4420d came marching up the road and got some friendly kidding
from some of the 100th Bn. members.

The following day, the 100th Bn. was moving up, along with a battalion of the 4420d. While on a hill
overlooking Sasseta, our machine guns fired on a far off hill at some Germans trying to get away. We
didn’t know where our bullets were falling, so Bolo Masaki fired a tracer with our machine gun and we
found our bullets were way over the target. By the time we adjusted our firing, the Germans were too
far away for our machine guns to be effective.

The next are series of events which took place when the 100th Bn. was advancing with the 20d and 3rd
Bns. of the 44204, and which involved separate skirmishes with the enemy.

There was this one occasion when Lt. Yamamoto sent us up forward to dig positions to set up our
machine guns. Bolo and I worked on one of the positions and Doc Hosaka and his assistant were
digging the other. Suddenly, the Germans counter-attacked on the extreme left of our position in a
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heavily bushed area. Doc Hosaka did not know a German counter-attack was in progress. Bolo
quietly called out across to Doc, telling him of the counter-attack. From somewhere in the rear area,
our machine guns opened up on the attacking Germans and they all melted away in the heavy brush.
While the attack was in progress, one of our officers called out, “Watch the right flank!” That was
right in front of us.

There was that night when our machine gun section was attached to a rifle company. The night attack
successfully took over from the Germans a two-story farmhouse in a wooded area. One of the
riflemen shot and killed a German who was “taking a crap” outside the building. When we all came
across the scene, the German was still in the same sitting position.

The counter-attack is almost SOP with the Germans, to try and regain their lost ground. One of the
counter-attacking Germans came past the open window of the building where arifleman, who was in
the room, let loose with his carbine on full automatic and managed to split in half the head of the
attacking German. Sometime later, some of us went over to see what souvenirs we could find. One of
the guys lifted the German’s head and found a pair of field glasses. Inside the farm house, we were not
subjected to artillery or mortar shelling. Those on the outside were subjected to heavy shelling and
suffered a number of casualties.

The following day, our machine gun section accompanied the rifle company from this farmhouse to the
side of a hill. On this hill, we got caught in the middle of a very concentrated mortar barrage, and the
shells pounded down all around our machine gun section. During a short break from the mortar
shelling, Yoshio Koji got up and yelled, “I’m getting the hell out of this area!” and he ran back, out of
range of the mortar shelling. A number of others of our section also followed Koji and got out of range
of the mortar shelling. Soon after, the German mortar shelling stopped, and luckily nobody had gotten
hit,

Some days later, the 100th Bn. was moving up in single file, and the Germans were periodically lobbing
single long-range shells at our column. At that time, our Dog Co. machine gun section was bringing up
the rear with Hq. section. I happened to come across Lt. Tetsu Ebata, who was in reserve at that time.
I knew Lt. Ebata from our relationship on Kauai. Ebata was from the town of Koloa, Kauai, and I was
from the next town. As we moved forward, I had a long talk with Lt. Ebata, until we came up to a

__ large Italian farmhouse. Our machine gun section was sent to guard the left flank as the 100th Bn.

moved down a draw to get maximum protection. After the 100th Bn. had moved past the draw, our

machine gun section pulled back toward the farmhouse. One of the long-range shells had hit the
farmhouse and had killed Lt. Ebata and another in his party. Our machine gun section went down the
draw to join the rest of the 100th Bn. companies, who were all dug in on a smail knoll.

The following day, the 3¥d Bn. of the 4421d replaced the 100th, but the 100th waited until dark to pull
back, following the same draw the baitalion had come through the day before. Our machine gun
section, following the same route, was almost to the top of the draw when we heard the sound of the
long-range German shell; and knowing it was going to fall within our immediate area, we all hit the
ground. The shell clipped the “okole” of one of our members, and the shell hit the ground hard; but the
shell failed to go off!! By the grace of God, it was a dud!! If the shell had exploded, it was right in our
midst and we were all fully exposed!! Thomas Durham Mekata yelled out, “Let’s get the hell out of
here.” Needless to say, we all scrambled out of the area A.S.A.P.

The 100th Bn. was pulled back by Gen. Mark Clark to be present at a parade honoring Secretary of
War Henry Stimson. The 100th Battalion’s relief from combat was only a short reprieve. It was sent
back to relieve the 20d B,

As usual,the 100th waited until dark to start off, but instead of going to relieve the 21d Bn. directly,
the 100th went around the right flank; and by moming, the riflemen were actively engaged in knocking
off and capturing the enemy’s strong point. While the riflemen were still fighting, our machine guns
were still not committed and we lay somewhere in the background. Capt. Takahashi came by and he
recommended that we dig in because, if the riflemen did not secure the strong point by daylight, the
area we were in would be widely exposed. So we all dug in. In the early morning hours, still before
daylight, we experienced machine gun firing that was raking over our position area; but the catch was,
the machine gun bullets that were raking our area were not coming from the front where the enemy was
located. Instead, it was coming from the rear of our location. By the sound of the firing, we knew
immediately that the sound was that of an American machine gun. Them lolo “Beanie” bastards didn’t
even know who they were firing at. They even directed a battery of their artillery shelling to rake our
area. One of our kotonk sergeants even held up his helmet to attract the “Beanie’s” attention. It soon
became daylight and the “Beanies” finally realized who they were firing at and immediately stopped
firing. The “Beanie’s” artillery officer came by and made no apology for the shelling but tried to claim
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credit for a tank that was knocked off by one of our bazooka specialists. By daylight, the 100th Bn.
was in full control. It was a good thing we had heeded Capt. Takahashi’s suggestion and had dug in,
thereby sustaining no casualties.

In this combat action, Lt. Miyashiro almost single-handedly beat off a German counter-attack with his
Browning automatic rifle and carbine and was awarded the DSC medal for exceptional courage and
devotion to duty.

Eventually, the 34th Div. advanced to Leghorn. There are photos showing us Buddaheads and
Kotonks resting along the streets in Leghorn.

For their extraordinary heroism during this Civitavecchia to Pisa campaign, two members of the 100th
recently were awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor. They were: Kaoru Moto of Co. C and
'Masato Nakae of Co. A.

Afier entering Leghorn, the 100th Bn, was detached from the 4420d and assigned to an AAA Unit and
took on assignments along the Amo River Line. Our machine gun section was set up in a courtyard-
like location, which could have been a shopping area; and we were in direct line with the Leaning
Tower of Pisa which was on our left. The Italian civilians had all been evacuated from this area. Our
machine gun positions were set up outside the court area and were manned only at night. It was
always very quiet in our area. Our other machine gun section was located in another courtyard, some
distance from us. They experienced the enemy coming around at night, more for harassing purposes,
and on several occasions, they got into local skirmishes, with bullets flying. Thomas Durham Mekata
was killed in one of these skirmishes.

The white peaches were fully ripe on the trees outside our courtyard. We went out at night and picked
a bunch for our nightly snack. Also, there were a few chickens running around in our courtyard, and
our kotonk sergeant got hold of them and made a fine chicken dinner, together with the ten-in-one
ration we were receiving.

About this time, I had a chance to go on leave to the Rest Center in Rome. Besides making the rounds
of the various points of interest, I had snapshots of myself taken by an outside photographer who was
taking pictures with a German Leica camera. The pictures came out pretty good and they are the only
photos of myself taken during the war years.

When I returned to our machine gun section, the whole AAA Detachment had moved forward some
miles past the Leaning Tower of Pisa and was now quartered in a village residential building. From this
location, the 100th Bn. was reassigned back to the 4420d and was pulled out and headed for France.
At this time, a vacancy occurred in our section for a jeep driver and I was asked to fill that position,

which I gladly accepted. (Next: A Jeep Driver in France)
siesiesiesiesiosesiesiesiesiesfeniesiesiesesicsiosiach
HEADQUARTERS CHAPTER NEWS By Ed Ikuma and Jan Sakoda

Beginning July, HQ Chapter meetings will be held on the second Saturday of each month at 3:00 p.m.
unless otherwise published in the PPP.

Set aside Saturday, August 2nd for the annual club clean-up day. Bring old rags, old stories, new stories,
etc. and lots of elbow grease. Lunch to be served. We need help from the younger ones.

Our belated condolences go out to families of the late Stanley Hamamura and James Horikoshi. Both
were part of the Radio Section of the Battalion Communication Section.

Congratulations to all HQ members’ children, grandchildren, great grandchildren and other relatives who
graduated this year from their respective schools.

Dissa ‘n Datta

Our very respected Gary Uchida is spending his retirement years in the company of his wife, his children
and grandchildren and is looking forward to being a great-grandpa later this year. He is reported to be in
very good shape. An avid golfer and a member until a few years ago in our 100th Golf Club, Gary is now
on “no strenuous activities” status. We remember Gary as the battalion S-2 chief (intelligence section).

Fumie Hamamura is back from a trip to the mainland to attend her grandson’s graduation from college.
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CHARLIE CHAPTER NEWS by Hiromi Suehiro

We were blessed by the unexpected attendance of Manabu Hongo at our monthly meeting. He came all
the way from Haleiwa on the bus which left at 7:30 a.m. and took all of two hours for him to reach the
clubhouse. Manabu was the eleventh man at the meeting.

Our annual Fun Nite at the Nuuanu Onsen is scheduled for Thursday, August 14, from 5:30 to 9:30 p.m.
Let’s make this a nite to remember.

Many of us did not know that Tom Nakamura, who recently passed away was a Charlie. His wife’s
brother, Yoshio Sasaki, was a Charlie killed in action. So many Charlies have passed away since the first
of the year, including my wife Gloria, that I began to wonder if life is merely going through the cycle of
being born and then of dying. There must be more to life; there must be a purpose why we are here.

Bob Sato of Seattle, Washington, suffered a stroke on May 12 and is at the Everett Rehab and Care
Center in Everett, Washington. Bob was on his way to play golf with his wife Lucy, when it happened.
Luckily, Lucy, being a nurse, took him directly to a hospital. Stan, his son, says Bob is fighting it. He is
no quitter - he will overcome. Bob joined Company C in Menton, France, and was assigned to the
weapons platoon. He was in the mortar squad under “Papoose” Tomiyama, his squad leader. If you
know him, spare a couple of minutes and send a card, a note or an e-mail. I’'m sure he will appreciate it.
He is at the following address: Everett Rehab & Care Center

425-1919 112th Street SW

Everett, WA 98204

NOTICE OF MEETING

A regular meeting of Charlie Chapter will be held at the 100th Inf. Bn. clubhouse at 10:00 a.m., Monday,
July 21, 2003.

The primary purpose of the meeting is to consider the adoption of revised by-laws of our chapter. The
proposed by-laws, if adopted, will supersede the original by-laws and amendments thereto.

Any member desiring a copy of the proposed by-laws may receive one by calling the chapter secretary,
Hiromi Suehiro, at 941-3582, or by writing to him c/o 100th Inf. Bn. Vets, 520 Kamoku Street,
Honolulu, HI 96825.

Our regular reporter Warren Iwai and wife Betty are visiting their two daughters and their grandchildren
in Seattle, Washington.

MAUI CHAPTER NEWS by Tom Nagata/Stan Izumigawa

The Maui S&Ds want to develop a record of all AJAs who served with the 100 Battalion and need the
cooperation and assistance of the veterans and the spouses or families of those who are deceased. The
record will be for historical purposes to keep information available and on file for each Maui member of
the 100th. The best source of information is the Army Discharge paper (which lists many details on the
back) and an accompanying form which show other biographical data. If you have these documents,
please make copies (front and back) and bring them to our next and later gatherings. We will collect
them and pass them on to the S&Ds. If you have a photo or other material you can make a copy of, those
will be welcome also. (This notice pertains to Maui 100th veterans only.)

MAINLAND CHAPTER by Sam Fujikawa

Saturday, June 14, was the Fourth celebration and anniversary of the Go for Broke Monument. Keiko
Agena, who co-stars in the popular TV show “Gilmore Girls”, emceed an impressive program which
included many dignitaries and participants who took part in honoring the Nisei WWII veterans and
their comrades whose names are engraved on the monument. To mention a few of the many who gave
meaningful speeches and greetings to the over 400 attendees in the audience were Christine Sato-
Yamasaki, Executive Director and President of the Go for Broke Educational Foundation; Co-chairmen
Col. Young O. Kim (Ret.) and Manabi Hirasaki; California State Assemblyman George Nakano; Los
Angeles City Councilwoman Jan Perry; and keynote speaker Attorney Dale Minami. Many members
from the 100th were spotted in the audience: Douglas Tanaka and his grandson Craig, who represented
the 100th Infaniry Battalion during the floral presentations, George and Howard Tanaka, Mas and
Elma Takahashi, Bill Sato, Harry Fukasawa, Steve Tagami, Toke Yoshihashi, Don Miyada, Toe
Yoshino, Fumi Sakato, Chuckie Seki, Ted Toguchi, Kaz Yoshitake, Hank and Elsie Hayashi, Al and
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Connie Takahashi, Ken and Hisa Miya, Ted and Chizu Ohira, Sam and Teri Fujikawa; Eva, Norman
and Kiana Noda.

We have more names to add to the 88 reservations listed in last month’s newsletter for the October
mini-reunion: Margaret Okimoto, Nagata Okimoto, Sus and Margaret Ota, Tom and Mabel Yogi.

We welcome new members to our club: Mark Kojima, Mel and Emily Ozeki, Eva and Norman Noda,
Harrison Hamasaki.

From Diane Tanaka Regarding Col. Young Oak Kim Petition

The Go For Broke Educational Foundation, along with the Korean American community and mainland
veterans, have been working on a petition to have Col. Young Oak Kim's Silver Star action upgraded to
Medal of Honor. This action took place in Italy soon after the crossing of the Rapido River at Hill 600
between the dates of November 5-7, 1943.

The purpose of this research is to locate witnesses who saw Col. Kim's Silver Star actions. Unfortunately,
we are doing this 20 years too late, as many of the men who served in B Company with Col. Kim during
this action are now deceased or do not remember. Some of the names Col. Kim has provided are: Emest
Tanaka, Slim Nakano, and Jack Mizuha. We believe these men are no longer with us but are hoping that
there were others who remember this series of actions that involved capturing German POWs and taking
out several German machine gun nests. According to our research there was about 2/3 of B Company,
2nd Platoon, involved in these series of actions.

In May 2003, a petition package requesting the U.S. government to upgrade Col. Kim's Silver Star with a
Medal of Honor was submitted to U.S. Rep. Edward Royce. Congressman Royce immediately submitted
this packet to the U.S. Army. The official review process began to see if one of his decorations is able to
be upgraded to a Medal of Honor.

We thank everyone in advance for any information you may have about a possible witness for these
actions. Or if you need additional information on the Hill 600 action itself, please contact Diane Tanaka at
the Go For Broke Educational Foundation at (310) 222-5709 or <diane@ goforbroke.org>.

R

%@%wm

Edward Itsuo Kajiwara Company Hq. (Mainland)  Passed away February 27, 2002
Kiyoshi Uyeno Company C Passed away May 22, 2003
Thomas T. Nakamura Company A/C Passed away May 25, 2003
Our deepest sympathy to their families
- e E——
STANLEY’S CORNER by Stanley Akita
ONE LINERS TO THINK ABOUT:

Accept that some days you are the pigeon,
and some days you are the statue.

If you lend someone $20 and never see that person again,
it was probably worth it.

It may be that your sole purpose in life is
simply to serve as a warning to others.

Birthdays are good for you:
“ the more you have, the longer you live.

When everything is coming your way,
You're in the wrong lane.
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SECRETARY’S REPORT

Mary M. Kajiwara IM of Edward Kajiwara $200
Choichi Shimabukuro IM of Kenichi Suehiro $ 50

~ Akizaki, Terry & Akinori (Honolulu)
Eshima, Kenichi & Clara (Honoluiu)
Fujiki, Stanley (Honolulu)
Fujiwara, Frank (Honolulu)
Goo, Willie & Janet (Maui)
Hamada, Shizuichi (Pearl City) - In Memory of Hideo Doi
Ichiyama, Wallace (Honolulu)
Ige, Mitsue (Pearl City) .
Iwatsuru, Akira & Beverlee (CA) -~
Kaisen, Gavin J. (Hilo)
Kaya, William & Ethel (Hauula)
Kobata, Edward A. (Ariz.)
Kurokawa, Yasuyuki & Jane (Papaikou, HI)
Lee, Lynne M. (Honolulu)
Maeda, Saichi (Hilo)
Maruyama, Wallace & Evelyn (Honolulu)
Minami, Hiroshi (Honolulu)
Miyashiro, Evelyn (Hilo)
Mizuta, Stella S. (Honolulu)
Murakami, Akira & Bessie (Honolulu)
Murakami, Ross & Pearl (Honolulu)
Nagamine, Seikichi & Tokie (Ewa Beach)
Nakamura, Glenn & Jean (Lihue)

Nakatani, Roy & Bernice (Waipahu)
Noborikawa, Helen Y, (Honolulu) -

In honor of Stanley Akita
Ogawa, Kunio (Maui)
Okamura, Satoru & Fumie (Honolulu)
Okuda, Takeyoshi & Sachiko (Honolulu)
Oshiro, Kay K. (Honolulu)
Oshiro, Kenneth & June (Honolulu)
PICTURES PILLUS (Kapolei)
Sakato, Fumiko (CA)
Sakumoto, Norman & Grace (Honolulu)
Sherry, Carl W. (Honolulu) -

In honor of Ed Tanigawa
Shimanuki, Goichi (Kahului)
Shishido, Ichiro (Kaneohe)
Suyama, Shigeru (Honolulu)
Takehara, Richard and Hanae (Kaneche)
Tanigawa, Denis & Karen (Kaneohe)
Tanigawa, Paul (Maui)
Taniyama, Leslie & Fumi
Teraoka, Douglas (Honolulu)
Teraoka, Jeffrey (CA)
Teraoka, Moriso (Honolulu)
Teraoka, Muneo (CA)
Tokujo, Lillian S. (Honolulu)
Tsutsui, Ruth (Pear] City)
Wahiawa Rainbow Sr. Bowling Club (Wahiawa)
Yamada, Ben & Thelma (Kaneohe)
Y amamoto, Helen & Clarence (Honolulu)
Y asumoto, Walter & Charlotte (Kauai)
Yonemori, Kiyoshi (Hilo)
Yoshida, Alice (Honolulu)

"
.

By Amanda Stevens
Puka Puka Parade

Mary M. Kajiwara IM of Edward Kajiwara $100
Otoe Ebisu $ 25
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3100 - $499;

Adaniya, Seigi & Rence (Aiea)
Akamine, Paula (Kaneohe)
Ando, Haruko & Melvin (Kauai)
Arakaki, Richard & Patricia (Honolulu)
Arakaki, Robert & Nancy (Honolulu)
Azama, Takeo & Shigeko (Aiea)
Daida, Sadamu & Gladys (Kauai)
Doi, Hiroko H. (Pearl City) - In Memory of Hideo Doi
Doi, Matsuko (Kauai) - In Memory of Mitsuru Doi
Fujimoto, Kunio & Morran (Pearl City)
Fujita, Nagatoshi Roy (CA)
Furuya, Hiroo (Hilo)
Harada, Edward & Kazumi (Honolulu)
Hashimoto, Robert K. (Honolulu)
Hayashi, Henry & Elsie (CA)
Hayashi, Tokuichi & Alice (Aiea)
Higuchi, Kakuto & Evelyn (Aiea)
Hirata, Harry & Emiko (Honolulu)
Ishida, Masaru (J11.)
Ito, Kow & Betty (CA)
Ito, Yoroku & Ayako (Kaneohe)
Iwai, Warren & Betty (Honolulu) -
In honor of Akita’s 80th birthday
In Memory of Roy K. Nakamura
In Memory of Tadashi Umamoto
Iwamoto, Naomi (Kaneohe)
Kajioka, Hitoshi & Nancy (Honolutu)
Kanda, Tad T. (Honolulu)
Kanemura, Fred S. (Honolulu)
Kimura, Stanley & Doris (Honolulu)
Kodama, Lairy & Sumiko (Hilo)
Kondo, Esther S. (Kailua)
Kuwazaki, Edna Asako (Honolulu)
Maglasang, H. & Betty (Honolutu)
Maechara, Louise (PA)
Matsui, Ben & Elaine (CA)
Matsumoto, Albert M. (Honolulu)
Matsuura, Naoto & Sumiko (Honolulu)
Miyao, Chieko (Hilo) - In Memory of Takao Miyao
Moy, Russell & Lyn (Honolulu)
Muramatsu, Joe & Katherine (Honolulu)
Muroshige, Susan (CA)
Nagaki, Mitsuo & Frances (Wahiawa)
Nagao, Yoshiko (Honolulu)
Nagata, Tsutomu & Fumiko (Maui)
Nakagawa, Rusty & Alice (Honolulu) .
Nakasone, Kentoku (Honolulu) ‘
Nikaido, Helen (Honolufu)
Nishime, Saburo (Honolulu)
Nishimura, Yukitsugu & Sueko (Honolulu)
Nishioka, Tommy & Barbara (Honolulu)
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~shijima, Shigeru & Kaz
Wakakuwa, Sakai (Hilo)
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3100 - $499;

Nohara, Shinko (Honolulu)
Noriyuki, Gram (CA)
Ohira, Frances (Kaneohe)
Ota, Susumu & Margaret (Wahiawa)
Saruwatari, Vivian (Honolulu)
Sato, Masao & Chieko (Maui)
Shimabuku, Choriki & Dorothy (Waipahu)
Shimabukuro, Shinzuke & Akiko (Mt. View)
Shimizu, Kazuto & Lynn (Honolulu)
Shintaku, Alice (Wahiawa)
Shiozaki, Alice (Aiea)
Suehiro, Hiromi (Honolulu) -
In Memory of Gloria Suehiro
Sumida, Leighton & Gladys (Aiea)
Takahashi, Masao & Elma (CA)
Takei, Robert & Ruby (Honolulu)
Takaezu, Kay (Honolulu)
Takato, Miye (Honolulu)
Tanigawa, Ed Sakae & Stella (Honolulu)
Tanigawa, Seiji & Kinuye
Tanji, Yukio (Wahiawa) - In Memory of
Matsutaro Makishi, Haruyoshi Tateyama,
Hihumi Seshiki & Kenneth Koji
Teraoka, Denis & Joy (Honolulu)
Teshima, Takeshi (Japan)
Tokunaga, Mike & Betty (Honolulu)
Tsubota, Thomas & Miyako (Honolulu)
Tsuda, Curtis & Cathy (Kailua)
Tsuda, Rikio & Evelyn (Kailua)

Watanabe, Atsushi & Ruth (Kauai)
Wozumi, Thomas U. (Honolutu)
Yamagata, Tsukio & Tomiko (Maui)
Yoshida, Jitsuri & Mildred (Honolulu)
Yoshimasu, Fusano (Honolulu)
Yoshino, Aileen S. (CA)

Yoshihashi, Tokuji & Reiko) (CA)

£500 - 3999:

ALA MOANA CENTER (Honolulu)
Chinen, Jon J. (Honolulu)

Galiher, Gary and Diane Ono (Honolulu)
Kuwaye, Janet K. (Honolulu)

Mukai, Shimoe (Kauai)

31,000 & qbove:

Fujita, May and Wayne (CA)
PARADISE BEVERAGES (Waipahu)
Sodetani, Toshimi (Honolulu)
Takata, Alma Y. (Honolutu)
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| CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR JULY 2003
ABLE Saturday, July26 . 8:00 am
BAKER : Saturday, July 19 ......... 1:00 pm
CHARLIE............ Monday, July 21 ...... 10:00 am
DOG...... . Saturday, July 19..... , +9:00 am
HQ - Saturday, July 12 ..uuuenn Clubhouse ...3:00 pm
RURAL. ‘ Friday, July 18 ........Zippy’s WahiaWa ....cceeesseesene 11:00 am
BOARD MEETING Friday, July 11 10:00 am
GREEN THUMBS . Monday, July | 7 Lounge 5 10:00 am
LINE DANCING. Wednesday, July 2,9, 23, 30...Clubhouse..none 7/16.....9:00 am

NOTE: The next issue will be for August 2603, Deadline for articles will be July 22, 2003.
wummmmmmamwmwumhpedmmm.)

Puka Puka Parade collating will be on Thurs 31, 2003, 8:30 am. Hg, Dog and Medics
chapters are responsible for providing manpower and refrwhmenls but everyone is welcome to kokua,

*******#**’?**‘***********************ﬂﬁ********************************

For PPP chapter news and articles: joykiku@hawaii.rr.com (no attachments to joykiku, please) or

vetsofthe100thbn @yahoo.com (attachments okay.) ‘

dress for club busine&, questions or correspondence:
vetsofthe100thbn@yahoo.com .
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