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CONGRESS OF MICRONESIA BEGINS PRE-SESSION CONFERENCE 

Saipan, Marians Islands, Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, 

July 7... The Congress of Micronesia began its pre-session con- 

ference on July 1, 1967 at its Congressional hall on Saipan, Mariana 

Islands, For the purpose of facilitating matters, the two Houses’ 

organized themselves into five functional groups, The Honorable 

Lazarus Salii from Palau, House Floor Leader, designated the over~ 

all Chairman cf the pre-session conferences, presented the plan of 

the pre~session conference to the whole legislative body at the be- 

ginning of the meeting, According to the plan, each of the five groups 

has been given the following specific assignments, 

Group one will study, discuss and make recommendations on the 

budget of the Congress of Micronesia for fiscal year 1968-65, It 

will also examine the rationale for per diem payments to the Con- 

gressmen who went to Hawaii for legislative observation and training, 

Included on the agenda for study is the appropriation of local revenues 

and other related matters, Members of this group are Congressman 

Raymond Setik, Chairman; Senators Amata Kabua, Bailey Olter, John 

Nziraked and Francisco Palacios; Congressmen Ekpap Silk, Mitaro Danis 

and Luke Tman, 

Group two will work on the organization of the Congress and other 

related matters such as Senate xules and procedures; rules“of 
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election of officers; and mther procedures for the operation of 

Congress, Included on the agenda algo is the "Draft Claims Com- 

mission,” By definition, this particular commission will study 

war claims and damages incurred as the result of the Second World 

War, Another item,’ on the agenda is an invitation to legislators 

from the Hawaii G6tate Legisletures to comé to the Third Regular » 

‘Session of the Congress, Recogniz ng the need for better under- 

standing of the existing problems in the Trust Territory, group 

two also will extend invitations to all the District Administraters 

tu come to the session, The last items for this group to study 

and discuss are arrangements for a judge or judges to administer 

oaths to the newly elected members of the Congress and decoration 

of the congressionat hall for the session... The members of this. group 

are . Congressman Polycarp Basilius, Chairman; Senator Atlan 

Anien; Congressmen Benjamin Manglona, Daro Weital inate: Hirosi 

H, Ismael-~his alternate), Soukichi Fritz and John Rugulimar, 

Included in the assignments of group three is a study of 

reports of the Congress Interim Committees, Code Revision Compittee, 

the Nathan Team, and the U.N, Visiting Mission, They will also 

study in detail some federal legislation for the purpose of broad- 

ening their knowledge, making comparisons with our existing laws 

and seeking ways to improve our laws, Members of this group include 

Congressman Bethwel Henry, Chairman; Senators Olympio Borja and 

Petrus Tun; Congressmen Lazarus Salii, Petrus Mailo, Chutomu Nimves, 

and Namo Hermios, 
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Members of group four include Congressman Carlos S, Camacho, 

Chairman; Senators Tosiwo Nakayama and David Ramarui; Congressmen 

Kenry Samuel, Ambilos Ieshi (Senator H!roshi H, Ismael--his alternate) 

and Luke Tman, They will study the feasibility of utilizing the 

services of Peace Corps lawyers in the Third Regular Session to aid 

the legislative counsel and the Congressmen that need them, They 

will study ways and means of improving the internal staff of Cengress, 

They will, in addition, discuss the invitations extended to 

Senator Henry M, Jackson and to Congressman Wayne N, Aspinall 

fror the United States Congress to come ta the Third Regular Session 

of the Congress of Micronesia, The last items on their agenda are 

the discussion on the in-service training of legislative aids from 

district legislatures plus other additional matters, 

Group five will study and analyze the bills High Commissioner 

William R, Norwood has submitted to the Conzress of Micronesia in 

advance of the third regular session, The purpose of studying and 

analyzing these bills is to acquaint the Congress. with the views of 

the Administratien before the final disposition of the bills, Members 

of this group include - Congressman Andon Amaraich, Chairman; 

Senators Francis Nuuan, and Isaac K, Lanwi; Congressmen Petrus Mailo, 

Jacob Sawaichi, Manuel D, Muna and Joab N, Sigrah (Senator Bailey 

Olter--his alternate), 
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