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Remarks of the Honorable Daniel K. Akaka
At the Commencement Ceremony for the 
Hilo High School Class of 1988 
June 3, 1988

District Superintendent Alan Garson, Principal Muriel 

Hughes, parents, teachers, and especially you graduates. I will 

be brief, because I certainly don't want to be accused in your 

yearbook of being the person "most likely to talk until the first 

class reunion." But, it is a pleasure to be a part of this great 

occasion.

It's really good to get out of Washington. In fact, I left 

D.C. this morning, at about 2:00 in the morning Hilo time, 

arrived in Honolulu around 4:00 in the afternoon Hilo time, and 

flew straight over here. I guess you could say that when it 

comes to delivering messages, I'm better than Federal Express.

It's wonderful to be here. Back on Capitol Hill, we spend 

an awful lot of time talking about things that are only important 

there. Here, you have perspective, and you know what important 

issues are: like, what are mom and dad giving me for graduation?

We're here today to pay tribute to 312 V.I.V.s—Very 

Important Vikings, that is. But, before I begin, if it's okay 

with you, I'd like to first commend some other very important 

people. First, I want to praise the outstanding corps of

teachers that make up Hilo High. Your students have worked
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diligently to reach this graduation day. But we all know that 

you have worked hard too. And I think it is only right for us to 

congratulate and thank you for bringing our students along. How 

about a hand for our teachers.

And, there are some others we should also remember. Our 

parents. Over the years they've given the gifts of love, long 

hours of work, care and inspiration. In a sense, graduation is 

as much their moment as it is our students'. You can tell who 

they are because they are the one's with the calculators in 

hand—trying to figure out how they're going to pay for the next 

four years of college. Parents, thank you for all you've done to 

bring this happy day about.

Graduations are always special ceremonies. And, this one is 

certainly special. As your graduation speaker, the one who is 

supposed to enlighten and inspire you, to set you on your way 

into the big world out there, let me say. . .don't go! Stay 

here. It's fun. The food's great. . .

Honestly, though, today's ceremony brings to mind my own 

high school graduation as vividly as if it were just yesterday. 

I graduated from the Kamehameha Schools, and when they handed me 

the diploma, I couldn't believe that it was finally over. In 

fact, I had mixed emotions. I was happy to be finished, yet sad 

to be leaving the comfortable and safe environment that I had 

come to enjoy. I couldn't wait to move forward, yet I was 

nervous about the future and what it would hold.
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I suppose that in this respect we are no different, you and 

me. As I look around the auditorium today, I see in your faces 

the same excitement, sparkle, and joy that I once felt. At the 

same time, I see the same concern, nervousness, and seriousness 

that comes only with the knowledge that, today, you are crossing 

that last threshold into adulthood.

Well, if I may speak from experience, I'd like to say that 

each of you has earned the right and the privilege of joining the 

ranks of people who make our country great. For twelve years 

you've studied and worked, and now you're done and about to start 

on the next phase of your lives.

It makes me proud to be here today to say congratulations. 

Every one of you graduates can be proud. You've finished one of 

life's most important tasks: getting a high school education. 

And, now you have before you many opportunities and many 

adventures that stand waiting to be challenged by young men and 

women like yourselves.

In ten, twenty, and even thirty years from now, when you 

think back to this day, very little of what I have to say will 

likely come to memory. I hope, though, that you will always 

remember this one bit of advice. It is a pledge that I've 

carried with me ever since I was young, and one that I stress to 

my own children and grandchildren. That advice is: keep on 

learning and keep on wanting to learn. Be like a sponge that 

feverishly absorbs every morsel of information available to it. 

Store every thought, every idea, every opinion in your mind and
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tuck it away for future use. For, as it has been said, 

"knowledge is power." And, just as it has also been said, 

"Liberty without learning is always in peril and learning without 

liberty is always in vain."

In America, we are fortunate to have both—learning and 

liberty. And it will soon be up to you to make sure that this is 

always the case. As our country approaches the 21st century, we 

find ourselves in restless times. It seems that every day we 

hear stories of heinous crimes, of drug abuse, murder, terrorism, 

scandal and war.

Yet, no matter what, America keeps on going. Why? Because 

of people just like you. People whose spirit for life and 

passion for peace protect our valued traditions.

This century, the world has seen that we are free people. 

They have seen our courage, our vision and our determination. 

And, they have seen that there is no limit to the good that we 

can do.
While it may be hard to believe, in this century, Americans 

invented the family car, the airplane, spaceships, the radio, 

television, sound movies, computers and hundreds of other 

machines. And these inventions have made life better for 

millions and millions of people. It's hard to understand, when 

looking at the myriad inventions of this century, that before the 

century began the head of the U.S. Patent Office told the 

President that "everything that can be invented has been 

invented." Imagine if he were alive today. You can be sure that 

he wouldn't be up for the job of National astrologer!
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Seriously, though, America is and always will be a major 

world power as long as we can count on the brilliance of men and 

women like yourselves. Already, we're exploring technologies 

that will take us into the 21st century with great speed. We're 

moving closer and closer towards understanding the AIDS virus, 

and remaining threats to our health. Our people are busy 

developing vessels that will one day carry us into space with as 

much ease as modern jet airliners now carry its passengers. And, 

much much more is infectiously being studied.

The truth is, we need you to keep on moving, to keep on

learning.

I am told that your mascot is Yosemite Sam, that wildman. 

And, I can't help but think how appropriate that is. Because, 

the key to our future is wild thinking. We need people who won't 

let obstacles stand in their way. People who dare to be 

different, who dare to see what's on the other side of the hill.

:++V-Itth®asEwrtHhthinki>gVQ!Q=9Y%9

revolved around the Sun. His thinking was so wild that the

church forbade him to teach his ideas.

And, it was wild thinking that took Columbus on his first 

voyage westward, that sent Captain Cook to our shores, that 

produced the first vaccination, the first telephone, and the 

first space flights. Indeed, it even took a lot of wild thinkers 

to invent, and then convince stores to carry, the first color
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t .v.

In a sense, America and American democracy were once just 

wild ideas and wide-eyed ideas. Many a life was lost in defense 

of our new way of government. But, today, you are the products 

of that visionary experiment called the Union, and you are proof 

that it is still working.

I know that this is a very special class, perhaps the best 

in the history of Hilo High. You have a number of winners in 

your ranks—Sterling Scholars: Davelyn Calles, Kim Sasaki, 

Krislynn Elvenia, Trade Ann Santos, and Kathy Wong. And, I know 

that there are other award winners, like Christopher Newman, 

Davelynn Calles, Trade Santos, David Nakamura, Joseph Cheng, 

Denise Oda, and Kurt Inaba. And then, there's Alan Sadayasu, who 

looks like he has won enough awards to keep him and his entire 

family comfortable in college. Alan, after the ceremony can you 

refer me to your scholarship counselor? I have a few kids at 

home who will soon need the help!

Seriously, though as you prepare to pursue your individual 

goals, I hope you will remember that America's future is only as 

great as the limits of your dreams. And, I hope that you will 

remember my request: that you always have the itch to know more, 

to try the untested, to progress. Oh. . .just one more thing. . 

if any of you should decide to run for Congress, I hope you'll 

wait until after I've retired!

Before I end, I have a special little hello from a member of
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my staff,

Kathy Sakai

who asked me to say congratulations to her niece.

congratulations from Aunty Dale!

Class of 1988, congratulations and good luck!



Remarks of the Honorable Daniel K. Akaka 
At the Commencement Ceremony for the 
Hilo High School Class of 1988
June 3, 1988

District Superintendent Alan Garson, Principal Muriel ^

Hughes, parents, teachers, and especially you graduates. I will~7 

be brief, because I certainly don't want to be accused in your 

yearbook of being the person "most likely to talk until the first 

class reunion." But, it is a pleasure to be a part of this great 

occasion.

It's really good to get out of Washington. In fact, I left ^ 

D.C. this morning, at about 2:00 in the morning Hilo time, 

arrived in Honolulu around 4:00 in the afternoon Hilo time, and 

flew straight over here. I guess you could say that when it 

comes to delivering messages, I'm better than Federal Express.

It's wonderful to be here. Back on Capitol Hill, we spend 

an awful lot of time talking about things that are only important 

there. Here, you have perspective, and you know what important 

issues are: like, what are mom and dad giving me for graduation?

We're here today to pay tribute to 312 V.I.V.s—Very 

Important Vikings, that is. But, before I begin, if it's okay 

with you, I'd like to first commend some other very important 

people. First, I want to praise the outstanding corps of

teachers that make up Hilo High. Your students have worked
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diligently to reach this graduation day. But we all know that 

you have worked hard too. And I think it is only right for us to 

congratulate and thank you for bringing our students along. [how 

about a hand for our teachers 7}

And, there are some others we should also remember. Our 

parents. Over the years they've given the gifts of love, long 

hours of work, care and inspiration. In a sense, graduation is 

as much their moment as it is our students'. You can tell who 

they are because they are the one's with the calculators in 

hand—trying to figure out how they're going to pay for the next 

four years of college. Parents, thank you for all you've done to 

bring this happy day about.

Graduations are always special ceremonies. And, this one is

certainly special. As your graduation speaker, the one who is

supposed to enlighten and inspire you, to set you on your way

into the big world out there, let me say. . .don't go! Stay

here. It's fun. The food's great. . .

Honestly, though, today's ceremony brings to mind my own 

high school graduation as vividly as if it were just yesterday. 

I graduated from the Kamehameha Schools, and when they handed me 

the diploma, I couldn't believe that it was finally over. In 

fact, I had mixed emotions. I was happy to be finished, yet sad
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to be leaving the comfortable and safe environment that I had 

come to enjoy. I couldn’t wait to move forward, yet I was 

nervous about the future and what it would hold.

j\ suppose that in this respect we are no different, you and 

me^ As I look around the auditorium today, I see in your faces 

the same excitement, sparkle, and joy that I once felt. At the 

same time, I see the same concern, nervousness, and seriousness 

that comes only with the knowledge that, today, you are crossing 

that last threshold into adulthood.

Well, if I may speak from experience, I'd like to say that 

each of you has earned the right and the privilege of joining the 

ranks of people who make our country great. For twelve years 

you've studied and worked, and now you're done and about to start 

on the next phase of your lives.

It makes me proud to be here today to say congratulations. 

Every one of you graduates can be proud. You've finished one of 

life's most important tasks: getting a high school education. 

And, now you have before you many opportunities and many 

adventures that stand waiting to be challenged by young men and 

women like yourselves.

In ten, twenty, and even thirty years from now, when you 

think back to this day, very little of what I have to say will 

likely come to memory. I hope, though, that you will always
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remember this one bit of advice. It is a pledge that I've 

carried with me ever since I was young, and one that I stress to 

my own children and grandchildren. That advice is: keep on 
'nvtr+uvre' a- -pln/t

learning and ^eep on wanting; to learn. Be like a sponge that 

feverishly absorbs every morsel of information available to it. 

Store every thought, every idea, every opinion in your mind and 

tuck it away for future use. For, as it has been said, 

"knowledge is power." And, just as it has also been said, 

"Liberty without learning is always in peril and learning without 

liberty is always in vain."

In America, we are fortunate to have both—learning and 

liberty. And it will soon be up to you to make sure that this is 

always the case. As our country approaches the 21st century, we 

find ourselves in restless times. It seems that every day we 

hear stories of heinous crimes, of drug abuse, murder, terrorism, 

scandal and war.

Yet, no matter what, America keeps on going. Why? Because 

of people just like you. People whose spirit for life and 

passion for peace protect our valued traditions.

This century, the world has seen that we are free people.

They have seen our courage, our vision and our determination.

And, they have seen that there is no limit to the good that we

can dp.
1While it may be hard to believe^ Tn this century, Americans
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invented the family car, the airplane, spaceships, the radio, 

television, sound movies, computers and hundreds of other 

machines. And these inventions have made life better for 

millions and millions of people. It's hard to understand, when 

looking at the myriad inventions of this century, that before the 

century began the head of the U.S. Patent Office told the 

President that "everything that can be invented has been 

invented." Imagine if he were alive today. You can be sure that 

he wouldn't be up for the job of National astrologer!

iSeriously, though^ America is and always will be a major 

world power as long as we can count on the brilliance of men and 

women like yourselves. Already, we're exploring technologies 

that will take us into the 21st century with great speed. We're 

moving closer and closer towards understanding the AIDS virus, 

and remaining threats to our health. Our people are busy 

developing vessels that will one day carry us into space with as 

much ease as modern jet airliners now carry its passengers. And, 

much much more is infectiously being studied.

The truth is, we need you to keep on moving, to keep on

learning.

I am told that your mascot is Yosemite Sam, that wildman.

And, I can't help but think how appropriate that is. Because, 
wd4 i**si^ ^>4x0 ^

the key to our future is wild thinking, (we need people who won't
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let obstacles stand in their way^J ^People who dare to be 

different, who dare to see what's on the other side of the hill.

It was wild thinkring that convinced Galileo that the Earth 

revolved around the Sun. His thinking was so wild that the 

church forbade him to teach his ideas.

And, it was wild thinking that took Columbus on his first 

voyage westward, that sent Captain Cook to our shores, that 

produced the first vaccination, the first telephone, and the 

first space flights. Indeed, it even took a lot of wild thinkers 

to invent, and then convince stores to carry, the first color 

t .v.

In a sense, America and American democracy were once just 

wild ideas and wide-eyed ideas. Many a life was lost in defense 

of our new way of government. But, today, you are the products 

°f that visionary experiment called the Union, and you are proof 

that it is still working.

I know that this is a very special class, perhaps the best 

in the history of Hilo High. You have a number of winners in 

your ranks—Sterling Scholars: Davelyn Calles, Kim Sasaki, 

Krislynn Elvenia, Trade Ann Santos, and Kathy Wong. And, I know 

that there are other award winners, like Christopher Newman, 

Davelynn Calles, Tracie Santos, David Nakamura, Joseph Cheng, 

Denise Oda, and Kurt Inaba. And then, there's Alan Sadayasu, who
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looks like he has won enough awards to keep him and his entire 

family comfortable in college. Alan, after the ceremony can you 

refer me to your scholarship counselor? I have a few kids at

home who will soon need the help!

Seriously, though as you prepare to pursue your individual

goals, I hope you will remember that America's future is only as

great as the limits 

remember my request: 

to try the untested,

of your dreams. And, I hope that you will 

that you always have the itch, to know more, 
Move,

to progress. \0h. . .just one more thing. .

if any of you should decide to run for Congress, I hope you'll

wait until after I've retired!

Before I end, I have a special little hello from a member of 

my staff, who asked me to say congratulations to her niece. 

Kathy Sakai, congratulations from Aunty Dale!

Class of 1988, congratulations and good luck!
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Hughes, parents, teachers, and especially you graduates. I will 

be brief, because I certainly don't want to be accused in your 

yearbook of being the person "most likely to talk until the first 

class reunion." But, it is a pleasure to be a part of this great 

occasion.

It's really good to get out of Washington. In fact, I left 

D.C. this morning, at about 2:00 in the morning Hilo time, 

arrived in Honolulu around 4:00 in the afternoon Hilo time, and 

flew straight over here. I guess you could say that when it 

comes to delivering messages, I'm better than Federal Express.

It's wonderful to be here. Back on Capitol Hill, we spend 

an awful lot of time talking about things that are only important 

there. Here, you have perspective, and you know what important 

issues are: like, what are mom and dad giving me for graduation?

We're here today to pay tribute to 312 V.I.V.s—Very 

Important Vikings, that is. But, before I begin, if it's okay 

with you, I'd like to first commend some other very important 

people. First, I want to praise the outstanding corps of 

teachers that make up Hilo High. Your students have worked
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diligently to reach this graduation day. But we all know that 

you have worked hard too. And I think it is only right for us to 

congratulate and thank you for bringing our students along. How 

about a hand for our teachers.

And, there are some others we should also remember. Our 

parents. Over the years they've given the gifts of love, long 

hours of work, care and inspiration. In a sense, graduation is 

as much their moment as it is our students'. You can tell who 

they are because they are the one's with the calculators in 

hand trying to figure out how they're going to pay for the next 

four years of college. Parents, thank you for all you've done to 

bring this happy day about.

Graduations are always special ceremonies. And, this one is 

certainly special. As your graduation speaker, the one who is 

supposed to enlighten and inspire you, to set you on your way 

into the big world out there, let me say. . .don't go! Stay 

here. It's fun. The food's great. . .

Honestly, though, today's ceremony brings to mind my own 

high school graduation as vividly as if it were just yesterday. 

I graduated from the Kamehameha Schools, and when they handed me 

the diploma, I couldn't believe that it was finally over. in 

fact, I had mixed emotions. I was happy to be finished, yet sad
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to be leaving the comfortable and safe environment that I had 

come to enjoy. I couldn't wait to move forward, yet I was 

nervous about the future and what it would hold.

I suppose that in this respect we are no different, you and 

me. As I look around the auditorium today, I see in your faces 

the same excitement, sparkle, and joy that I once felt. At the 

same time, I see the same concern, nervousness, and seriousness 

that comes only with the knowledge that, today, you are crossing 

that last threshold into adulthood.

Well, if I may speak from experience, I'd like to say that 

each of you has earned the right and the privilege of joining the 

ranks of people who make our country great. For twelve years 

you've studied and worked, and now you're done and about to start 

on the next phase of your lives.

It makes me proud to be here today to say congratulations. 

Every one of you graduates can be proud. You've finished one of 

life’s most important tasks: getting a high school education. 

And, now you have before you many opportunities and many 

adventures that stand waiting to be challenged by young men and 

women like yourselves.

In ten, twenty, and even thirty years from now, when you 

think back to this day, very little of what I have to say will 

likely come to memory. I hope, though, that you will always
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remember this one bit of advice. It is a pledge that I've 

carried with me ever since I was young, and one that I stress to 

my own children and grandchildren. That advice is: keep on 

learning and keep on wanting to learn. Be like a sponge that 

feverishly absorbs every morsel of information available to it. 

Store every thought, every idea, every opinion in your mind and 

tuck it away for future use. For, as it has been said, 

"knowledge is power." And, just as it has also been said, 

Liberty without learning is always in peril and learning without 

liberty is always in vain."

In America, we are fortunate to have both—learning and 

liberty. And it will soon be up to you to make sure that this is 

always the case. As our country approaches the 21st century, we 

find ourselves in restless times. It seems that every day we 

hear stories of heinous crimes, of drug abuse, murder, terrorism, 

scandal and war.

Yet, no matter what, America keeps on going. Why? Because 

of people just like you. People whose spirit for life and 

passion for peace protect our valued traditions.

This century, the world has seen that we are free people. 

They have seen our courage, our vision and our determination. 

And, they have seen that there is no limit to the good that we 

can do.
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While it may be hard to believe, in this century, Americans 

invented the family car, the airplane, spaceships, the radio, 

television, sound movies, computers and hundreds of other 

machines. And these inventions have made life better for 

millions and millions of people. It's hard to understand, when 

looking at the myriad inventions of this century, that before the 

century began the head of the U.S. Patent Office told the 

President that "everything that can be invented has been 

invented." Imagine if he were alive today. You can be sure that 

he wouldn't be up for the job of National astrologer!

Seriously, though, America is and always will be a major 

world power as long as we can count on the brilliance of men and 

women like yourselves. Already, we're exploring technologies 

that will take us into the 21st century with great speed. We're 

moving closer and closer towards understanding the AIDS virus, 

and remaining threats to our health. Our people are busy 

developing vessels that will one day carry us into space with as 

much ease as modern jet airliners now carry its passengers. And, 

much much more is infectiously being studied.

The truth is, we need you to keep on moving, to keep on

learning.

I am told that your mascot is Yosemite Sam, that wildman. 

And, I can't help but think how appropriate that is. Because, 

the key to our future is wild thinking. We need people who won't
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let obstacles stand in their way. People who dare to be 

different, who dare to see what's on the other side of the hill.

It was wild thinking that convinced Galileo that the Earth 

revolved around the Sun. His thinking was so wild that the 

church forbade him to teach his ideas.

And, it was wild thinking that took Columbus on his first 

voyage westward, that sent Captain Cook to our shores, that 

produced the first vaccination, the first telephone, and the 

first space flights. Indeed, it even took a lot of wild thinkers 

to invent, and then convince stores to carry, the first color 

t. v.

In a sense, America and American democracy were once just 

wild ideas and wide-eyed ideas. Many a life was lost in defense 

of our new way of government. But, today, you are the products 

of that visionary experiment called the Union, and you are proof 

that it is still working.

I know that this is a very special class, perhaps the best 

in the history of Hilo High. You have a number of winners in 

your ranks Sterling Scholars: Davelyn Calles, Kim Sasaki, 

Krisiynn Elvenia, Trade Ann Santos, and Kathy Wong. And, I know 

that there are other award winners, like Christopher Newman, 

Davelynn Calles, Trade Santos, David Nakamura, Joseph Cheng,
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Denise Oda, and Kurt Inaba. And then, there's Alan Sadayasu, who 

looks like he has won enough awards to keep him and his entire 

family comfortable in college. Alan, after the ceremony can you 

^’sfsr me to your scholarship counselor? I have a few kids at 

home who will soon need the help!

Seriously, though as you prepare to pursue your individual 

goals, I hope you will remember that America's future is only as 

g^^at as the limits of your dreams. And, I hope that you will 

remember my reguest: that you always have the itch to know more, 

to try the untested, to progress. Oh. . .just one more thing. . 

if any of you should decide to run for Congress, I hope you'll 

wait until after I've retired!

Before I end, I have a special little hello from a member of 

my staff, who asked me to say congratulations to her niece. 

Kathy Sakai, congratulations from Aunty Dale!

Class of 1988, congratulations and good luck!
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^^Tlns is Our flight”
Memories, we hold so tight, 
I’m gonna miss the days gone by 
Pemember times we laughed and played, 
Special moments will never fade away.

There were times when the world came crashing down, 
Put we knew we’d make it someday 
For the times we cried our eyes out, 
"We can wipe those tears away.

This is our night, tonight, 
Together we are one, 
"We’ve only just begun, 
And this is our night, tonight, 
'We spread our wings and fly, 
Up to the endless sky, 
Oh, this is our night, tonight, 
"We hold each other tight, 
And wish upon the stars, that shine so bright...

The dreams we have, will they all come true, 
On our own and in a world that seems brand new, 
Flow it’s time to say goodbye, leaving just a memory, 
'We set our spirits high.

Flo matter where our roads lead, 
"We’ll meet again someday, 
The memories that we shared, 
"Will keep us together, forever...

This is our night, tonight, 
Together we are one, 
"We’ve only just begun, 
And this is our night, tonight, 
"We spread our wings and fly, 
Up to the endless sky, 
Oh, this is our night, tonight, 
We hold each other tight, 
And wish upon the stars, that shine so bright...

Written by Parett Otani and Jadessence
With words by the Class of 1988.

f'§audeamus Igitur”
Sing we now with joyful hearts 
Of the ties that bind us. 
Shining hopes that lies ahead, 
And the dreams behind us. 
§od beside us stand to guide us 
On the road of life victorious, 
Led by wisdom, truth and light, 
Led by wisdom, truth and light.

Here we pledge our loyalty 
Ho our Alma Wlater 
"With devotion strong and true, 
Cvery son and daughter.
Tears ahead can never sever, 
Ties of friendship made forever, 
In the dear halls of Hilo High, 
In the dear halls of Hilo High.

"Alma Water”
Peneath the tropic skies of Hilo 
Stands dear old Hilo High School, 
Dearer ever shall it grow 
With the spirit of Plue and §old, 
In our hearts we hold thee 
Alma Water mine, 
Loyalty and Honor shall forever be thine.


