Estrada sworn in as

By CLARO CORTES
MALOLOS, Phiiippines (AP)
— Joseph Estrada, a former B-
movie siar loved by the masses,
took his oath Tuesday as the
Philippines’ 13th president at a
church where Asia’s first re-
public was inaugurated a cen-
wry ago.

Estrada, who won an over-
whelming victory in elections
on May 11, has pledged to de-
vote his six-year term to nar-
rowing the gap betwcen the
country's rich and poor.

But his presidency, which
Estrada says will be his “'great-
est performance,” ‘is off to a
rocky start after many Filipinos

Cing: ‘Where’d developer tax

reacted angrily to his decision to
permit the burial of former dicta-
tor Ferdinand Marcos at aheroes’
cemetery.

The bitter opposition forced
Estrada, a former Marcos sup-
porter, to reverse his decision.

*No previous president has as-
sumed office with as much disso-
nance in the air,” says political
scientist Alex Magno.

In a symbol, however, of a re-
markably smooth political transi-
tion, Estrada rode together with
outgoing President Fidel Ramos
in a horse-drawn carriage to his-
toric Barasoain Church for his
oath taking. Ramos did not run
for re-election because of a con-

payments from Dynasty go?

N

David M. Cing

By Zaldy Dandan

Variety News Staff
SENATOR David M. Cing (D-
Tinian) wants to know who as-
sessed the cost of the Tinian Dy-
nasty Hotel and Casino project
and who appropriated the
developer’s tax the hotel’s own-

ers have already paid the govern-
ment.

An earlier letter of the Depart-
ment of Public Works to the chair
of the Tinian legislative delega-
tion, Sen. Joaquin G. Adriano (R),
said the cost of the casino hotel is
over $63.9 million, which is an
estimate, “as the final construc-
tion costs will not be known until
all accounts have been audited.”

The DPW letter then informed
Adriano that based on this valua-
tion, the two percent developer’s
tax on the casino hotel is $1.27
million, of which $730,000 has
been paid.

The casino hotel still has to pay
the balance of $548.,447.

The developers tax, represent-
ing two percent of total project
cost, is imposed on any new com-

Continued on'page 20
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stitutional term limit, but backed
Estrada’s main rival in the polls.

Arrangements for Estrada’s
inauguration highlighted this
year’scentennial of the country’s
declarationof independence from
333 years of Spanish colonial-
ism.

Hundreds of men and women
in native costumes lined the road
leading to the church, 40 kilome-
ters (25 miles) northwest of Ma-
nila, which was guarded by sol-
diers wearing revolutionary uni-
forms.

The church, decorated with
white orchids and chrysanthe-
mums, was where the first Philip-
pine constitution was drafted a

arianas “Variety 3

Micronesia’s Leading Newspaper Since 1972

resident

Estrada says he will continue
most of Ramos’ economic re-
form policies but will focus on
helping the poor and agricul-
ture. Police, however, prevented
about 500 leftist demonstrators,
including workers, farmers and
students, from approaching him
before and after the oath taking.

Estrada has also pledged to
crack down on official corrup-
tion and solve the country’s se-
vere crime problem within six
months.

century ago and where Emilio
Aguinalde, the first president, was
proclaimed.

Gov. Pedro P. Tenorio, Senate President Paul A. Manglona, House Speaker Diego T. Benavente and MVB

The new president, a college
dropout with a swagger, mus-
tache and bouffant hairstyle,
gained a devoted following

Continued on page 20

Joseph Estrada

i

Executive Director Anicia Q. Tomokane pose with Japan's Transport Minister Takao Fujii (2nd from left). A
CNMI government and private sector delegation recently visited Japan to promote the NMI as a “value for

money” tourist destination.

Garment sector appeals to
legislators vs user fee hike

But Speaker Benavente if unmoved

By Zaldy Dandan

Variety News Slaff
MEMBERS of the Saipan Gar-
ment Manufacturers’ Associa-
tion yesterday urged the leaders
of the Legislature not to puss
legislation that would impose
new taxes on the industry and
reduce the number of its alien
workers.

The Legislature’s leaders,
however, were apparently “‘un-
moved™ after the 3-hour long
opendiscussion withthe SGMA
members. :

House Speaker Diego T.
Benavente (R-Prec. 2, Saipan),
inan interview, said the legisla-
tors explained to the SGMA

members why such legislation
should be enacted.

- “"We told them why we have to
do it,” the speaker said.

He was joined by Senate Presi-
dent Paul A. Manglona (R-Rota)
and Senate Majority Leader Pete
P. Reyes (R-Saipan) during the
meeting, which was held at the
Senate chamber.

Benavente said he still believes
that the garment industry can af-
ford to pay a higher rate of user
fees.

*“(The SGMA members) told
me they can't, so I’ll hold back
until I see a report from (SGMA)
and an independent task force on
thestatus of the industry,” he said.

PAC NEWSPAPER STACKS

Diego T. Benavente

“Sowe’ll know who’s tefling
the truth and make a determina-
tion on how much should they
pay.”

Among the recommendations

Continued on page 20
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Hillblom case is brought
up to US Supreme Court

By Ferdie de la Torre

Variety News Staff
LARRY Hillblom’s probate has reached the US Supreme Court afterthe
US District Court and the CNMI Superior Court figured ina “legal battle™ -
on jurisdiction over the case. ,

Hillblom’sestate executor Bank of Saipan, through counsel Shirley M. .
Hufstedler, brought the case tothe US High Tribunaltocomect respondent. |
US District Court’s alleged usurpation of power. s

The executor named as real parties in interest Hillblom's former
business associates Chung Po Yang, Stephen J. Schwartz, Peter D.
Donnici, William A. Robinson and Greenpark International, Ltd. i

*The sole means to confine the District Court to its jurisdiction and to *:
prevent its continuing affront to the Commonwealth’s sovereignty is this |
Court’s (US Supreme Court) issuance of a prerogative writ,” said |
Hufstedler in the petition for a writ of prohibition.

The executor asked the US Supreme Court to order US District Court
Judge Alex Munson to vacate his orders that favored Chung and against
the executor and the tial court.

Hufstedlerin the petition said Chung and Robinson filedin 1995 claims }i
asserting an assumed ecpuitable lien arising from alleged contractual rights i
Continued on page 23 }
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Clinton praises China

By TERENCE HUNT
SHANGHALI, China (AP) — An
swering questions from callers on a
radio talk show. U.S. President Bill
Clinton praised China on Tuesday as
“a force of stability™ in Asia’s fman-
cial crisis. He said it is now vital to
return economic growth to Japan.

“We cannot see growthrestored in
Asia unless it is restored in Japan,”
Clinton told a Shanghai business-
man, one of several callers to the
show.

It was a fast-talking, animated pro-
eram with Clinton sitting at the mi-
crophones of a radio studio talking to
Chinese listeners through an inter-
preter.

“*Chinahas done avery good jobin
holding its currency stable,” Clinton
said.

Clinton raised the concern about
Japan, noting the upcoming legisla-
tiveelectionand government plansto
announce steps for financial reform.

“If it is a good proposal and the
confidence of investors ... is raised,
then I believe you will see the situa-
tion turn around™ in Asia, Clinton
said. This, he said, would ease pres-
sure on China and also would be
important for the United States.

Other questions from Chinese lis-
teners covered a wide range of issues
—education, promotion of libraries,
relations with Iran and sports.

Asked to make a prediction on

But US Preszdent cites need for pro,gress in Japan

Bill Clinton

what country would win the World
Cup, Clinton said Brazil would be
“hard to beat.”

In Shanghai, Clinton tumed his
attentiontodramatic changesincom-
munist China, both on the radio pro-
gramandatanearlierforumwherehe
was told that democracy is growing,
that churches should cooperate with
the governmentand that Chinese par-
ents worry about children getting
chubbyon American-stylefastfoods.

Clinton said there is an emerging
new China *'that is more prosperous,
more open and more dynamic.”

“I hope that you will help us to
understand what 1s going on and to
speak with us frankly and openly,”
the president said at a forum which
covered a number of technical and

social issues but touched only lightly
on politics.

America’s first lady, Hillary
Rodham Clinton, invited roundtable
panelists to talk about ““the good, the
bad, the hard, the easy.”

Zuo Xuejin, an economist and ex-
pertonmigrantresearch, said America
has a big influence on China’s young
generation.

“Today there are not many people
who have the chance to go abroad,
but they know there are many popu-
lar American stars and they know
those popularstars’ names betterthan
I do,” Zuo said. “"And many of the
kids in China love Kentucky Fried
Chicken or McDonald’s and their
parents are worrying about whether
there will be problems of obesity” —
aproblem that regularly draws atten-
tion in America.

Responding to one politically sen-
sitive question, Clinton carefully
spelled out U.S. policy toward Tai-
wan, which China consxders a ren-
egade province.

“We don’t support independence
for Taiwan, ortwo Chinas ... And we
don'tbelieve that Taiwan shouldbe a
memberinanyorganizationforwhich
statehood is a requirement,” Clinton
said.

Another participant, Bishop Jin
Luxian, said religious leaders should

Jiang Zemin

cooperate more with the government
rather than challenge its contro] of
churches.

“I believe, Mr. President, you are
here to have more dialogue with us,
with the Chinese government, not
to contend with us,” said Jin, who
belongs to an officially recog-
nized Catholic church.

Part of the president’s message
was that the dynamic forces of
change propelling the booming
economy in Shanghai, China’s
high-rise financial capital, can
spread prosperity throughout China.

Clintonflew herelate Monday from
Beijing where he addressed students
atPeking University. He urged politi-
cal reforms and was

challenged — pointedly but po-

litely — by the youthful audience
about America’s own human rights
record, wrm sales to Taiwan and U.S.
perceptions of China.

State-run television sent out
Clinton’s university speech live after
rying — but failing — to get an
advance look at his address.

The American side did suggest
beforehand that Clinton would not
bring upagain the sensitive subjectof
the 1989 Tiananmen Square crack-
down, as he did in a televised news
conference Saturday with President
Jiang Zemin.

Shanghai’s dazzling lights and
bustling downtown were a dramatic
change from the bureaucratic capital
of Beijing. Clinton and his family got
a brief look at the city’s harbor from
their limousine and rode past thou-
sands of people gawking on the
streets.

The third stop on a five-city
tour, Shanghai boasts one of the
world’s most technologically ad-
vanced stock exchanges, opened
last summer, and is the headquar-
ters in China for scores of multi-
national banks from around the
world.

Clinton on Tuesday meets with
leaders from business, law, the
arts, media and the religious com-
munity — agents of change who
are helping transform life in China
and openingthiscountry tothe world.

TOKYO (AP) — The number
of joblessin Japanrose inMaytoa
record high of 2.93 million, the
government said Tuesday. The un-
employment rate was steady at 4.1
percent.

The jobless figures come as Ja-
pan is struggling with its worst
recessionsince World Warllandis
under increasing pressure from al-
lies to repair its troubled financial
system.

"The number of unemployed in
May rose by 490,000 from the
same month a year earlier tohit the
highest level since the government
began measuring it in 1953, the
Management and Coordination

Number of unemployed in
Japan hits record high in May

Agency.

The unemployment rate, also at a
record high, was the same as the
previous month. The steady jobless
mtefollowsﬂueecmsecuhvemonms
of increases.

The employment sin_Jation in Ja-
panis grim, andlayoffsare increasing
for workers at all ages, an agency
official told reporters. Previously, job
losses had been common only for
older workers.

The number of people employed,
meanwhile, dropped by 350,000, or
0.5 percent, from the same month a
year ago to 65.97 million, marking
the fourth straight month of year-on-
year declines.

The jobless rate for menrose 0.1
percentage point to another record
high of 4.3 percent in May, while
the unemployment rate for women
improved slightly to 3.9 percent
from April’s 4.0 percent.

Theunemploymentsituationwas
particularly severe for men from
youngerandoldergenerations. The
jobless rate for men between the
age of 15 and 24 came to 8.5 per-
cent in May, up 1.4 percentage
points from the year-earlier month.

The unemploymentrate for men
between ages 60 and 64 came to
10.5 percent, marking the highest
jobless rate for any age group or

Continued on page 19

By MARTIN FACKLER
TOKYO (AP) — Japan is set to
join the select circle of interplan-
etary spacefaring nations with the
scheduled launch this weekend of
its Planet-B probe to Mars.

If all goes as planned, the half-
ton unmanned craft will begin
beaming back photographs and
experimental data from the Red
Planet in October 1999.

It will be the first effort by a
nation other than the two former
Cold Warsuperpowers, the United
States and Russia, to visit another
world.

“We've worked a long time to
get this level of sclf-sufficiency
in space,” Yasunori Matogawa,
director of Japan’s Kagoshima
Space Center, said as prepara-

Japan set to launch Mars mission

tions entered their final stages
Tuesday.

The probe is scheduled for
launch from the Kagoshima cen-
ter, in southem Japan, early Sat-
urday morning.

The 11 billion yen (dlrs 80 mil-
lion) probe will begin its mission
atopanewly developed M-5 four-
stage rocket, Japan’s most pow-
erful launch vehicle.

After two swings around the
Earth, the probe should gather
enough speed to make the 700
million-kilometer (440 million-
mile) voyage to Mars in 10
months.

Matogawa said one objective
of the Planet-B program is to ex-
amine the Martian atmosphere,
both to see how it reacts to solar

winds and measure the rate at
whichlife-giving oxygenescapes
into space.

While in orbit around Mars,
Planet-B will also photograph the
planet’s massive sand storms and
use high-frequency pulses to
search for traces of water beneath
its surface.

While the probe was designed
and built in Japan, four of the
craft’s 14 experiments were pro-
vided by the United States,
Canada, Sweden and Germany.

Japan will alsorely on the U.S.
National Aeronautics and Space
Administration’s deep space
tracking network to receive the
probe’s transmissions.

Matogawa said the probe is de-

Continued on page 19

Security Council draft
resolution raps Israel

By NICOLE WINFIELD
UNITED NATIONS (AP)
— Over U.S. objections, the
Security Council is consid-
ering a resolution that would
condemn Israel’s decision to
extend municipal services
from Jerusalem to Jewish
settlements in the West Bank.

A draft of the resolution
also calls on Israel to stop
illegal settlement expansion
because it constitutes “a ma-
jor obstucle to peace.”

The councit was meeting
on the issue Tuesday at the
request of Arab envoys to
the United Nations. Dozens
of speakers have asked to
address the council; it was
unclear whether the council
would vote on the resolu-
tion.

The United States had
sought to delay the meeting
until next month, saying any
council action wouldenflame
passtons and hinder U.S. dip-
lomatic efforts to revive the
stalled Middle East peace
process.

But Bahrain, the only Arab
country on the 15-member
council, insisted on the meet-
ing. As a rule, the Security
Council accepts all such re-
quests from its members.

On Monday, State Depart-
ment  spokesman  Lee
McClerny said the United
States objected 1o any reso-
lution that would condemn
Israel for the move, saying it

would be counterproductive to
the peace process.

With U.S. mediators trying
to get Israel and the Palestin-
ians to end a 16-month stale-
mate, “the last thing we need is
action by the parties or any-
body else that raises suspicions
and makes it even more diffi-
cult to get the process back on
track,” McClenny said in
Washington,

Asapermanentcouncil mem-
ber, the United States could
veto any resolution condemn-
ing Isracl. But resorting o a
velo is considered a diplomatic
setback because it shows that
the permanent member is un-
able to muster majority sup-
port.

Over U.S. protests, Israel’s
Cabinet unanimously ap-
proved a plan June 21 to put
some Jewish settlements un-
der Jerusalem municipal au-
thority for certain services,
notably building and plan-
ning.

Scttlements normally need
approval from the defense
ministry for any construction.
The United States has called
for a “time-out™ on any cx-
pansion of Jewish settlements
in an effort to help re-start the
stalled peace talks.

The Arab League has con-
demned the Israeli plan, call-
ing it an attempt to “eliminate
the Arabidentity of east Jerusa-
lem™ and “destroy the peace
process.”
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Teno hails Young’s support

By Zaldy Dandan

Variety News Staff
GOVERNOR Pedro P. Tenorio
yesterday described as “‘appropri-
ate and reasonable™ US Congress-
man Don Young’s (R-Alaska) po-
sition that local action is preferable
to correct local labor and immigra-
tion problems.

“It’s good, what he said,” the
govemnor told reporters.

“We want to keep the CNMI’s
self-government and we want to
solve our problems locally,”
Tenorio said.

Meanwhile, he added, his ad-
ministration is drawing up a re-
sponse to the questions Young'’s
letter raised.

The chair of the US House com-
mittee that has oversight jurisdic-

Pedro P. Tenorio

tion over the CNMI, Young re-
cently assured Tenorio of his will-
ingness to work with the
commonwealth’s leadership in de-

Don Young

veloping “local solutions to local
problems.”

Thishas beeninterpreted by some
CNMI legislators as the “death

By Jojo Dass

Variety News Staff
TALKS are inprogress ondevelop-
ing the Northern Islands for com-
mercial hunting ventures, CNMI
Fish and Wildlife Director Richard
Seman said yesterday.

Seman said there has been “a lot
of interests” by the private sector to
promote the commonwealth’s un-
derdeveloped territories intoahunt-
ing ground for feral animals that
abound there,

Aside from attracting more tour-
ists, Seman said this could also help
the commonwealth in two ways: It
will generate much-neededrevenues
and assist government in keeping

Northern Islands are being eyed
as ‘commercial hunting ground’

down the number of wild goats that
pose a threat to the area’s ecological
balance.

“But of course,”Seman said
though, there could just as well be a
lot of concems from some sectors.”

These, he said, may include that
on the disposal of captured or
killed animals. :

Seman, who described the pro-
posal as “another workable alter-
native,” said he favors it “pro-
vided that details onliabilities are
worked out.”

“Tt is just a matter of looking at it
closer,” he said.

The proposal came even as DFW
looks at other ways to reduce the

presenceof wildgoats inthe North-
emn Islands.

The division has mcently con-
cluded a wild goat depopulation
drive on Sariguan, a part of the
string of islands making up the
commonwealth’snorthernarea.

Seman said a team of DFW
staff is headed for Sariguan to
check on the vegetation which
began sprouting back shortly
after the drive.

“We want to check how the
vegetation is... any change that
may develop over the absence
of the goats,” said Seman.

The Sariguan project cost
DFW an estimated $20,000.

By Maxine Hillary

Variety NewsStaff
HAGATNA — The Guam
Commission on Decolonization
held ameeting atthe Governor’s
complex at Adalup yesterday to
discuss options for Guam’s po-
litical status.

The Commission has desig-
nated three task forces to pro-
vide input and prepare docu-
mentsoutlining free association,
independence and statehood.

Yesterday’s meeting exam-
ined the criteria for sclection of
members to these task forces
along with how the functions of
these groups will conduct their
missions.

Commission members said
task force membership should

Self Determination Commission
discusses Guam’s status options

be limited lest they become po-
litical parties as they have in other
non-sclf governing land bases.

A decision was made to limit
task forces to 15 people with a
majority being required to pass
motions. Membership in task
forces is limited to Chamorros
with exceptions for non-
Chamorros who have long histo-
ries in the seclf-determination
movement.

Present at the meeting were
Commission members Ron
Rivera and Chris Perez Howard
who recently returned from the
United Nations Regional
Decolonization Seminar in Fiji
earlier this month.

Rivera informed the group that
while in Fiji, Guam’s representa-

tives had been complimented
for their unity on the
decolonization issue comment-
ing. “We were admired.™

Riverasaid the creation of the
Commission itself was due to
the Federal government’s lack
of response to Guam’s pleas for
decolonization.

He stated, “This commission
is a consequence of the initia-
tive of the people here on Guam
to offer a response, as opposed
to waiting for the United States’
response.”

Rivera’s statement at the
seminar reflected the frustra-
tion on the part of Guam'’s na-
tives in not having their politi-
cal staws issues addressed by

Continued on page 20

THE Commonwealth Utilitics Cor-
poration (CUCYannounced there will
be a power outage today, July Ist.

There are several power poles
around the San Vicente Elementary
Schoolthathaverotted and needtobe
replaced.

Crews will work on the Power

Distribution Line called Feeder Six
(VD) from 3:30 pm. to 6 pm. to
replace the wtility poles. CUC said in
apublic advisory.

The areas affected we:

« All of San Vicente

« Adventure Store in San Vicente
west to Papago (up to Juan Aquino’s

FFarm, the Guerrero (Piripiri) and the
Agoun (Tandok) areas and Facey
FFarms

 Also affected are portions of
Dandan from the Round House to the
Hillblom Estate.

Not affected are Upperand Lower
Dandan Homestead.

blow” tothe federal takeover legis-
lation currently filed in Congress.

However, Young also said that
“there remains asignificantamount
of interest in Washington, D.C.
regarding the (Northern) Marianas
and  solutions to the
problems...raised in the national
media.”

Young said it would be help-
ful”if the governorprovides asum-
mary of the reform initiatives the

administration and the Legislature
are currently undertaking to ad-
dress local labor and immigration
abuses.

His letter mentioned the need for
a credible wage review board, a
compensation mechanism for
“scammed” alien workers, “easy
transfers™ for alien workers, and
access by the US Customs Service
for inspection of the CNMI's tex-
tile exports to the mainland US.

DOI report details ‘abuses,
human suffering’ in NMI

By Zaldy Dandan

Variely News Staff
THE US Interior Department’s
report on the status of labor and
humanrights abuses inthe CNM|
details ongoing “institutional
abuses and human suffering,” in-
cluding suggestions on how the
commonwealth could “enhance™
itsinvestigations and law enforce-
ment efforts.

An edited version of the report
was handed by then visiting Insu-
lar Affairs Director Allen P.
StaymantoGov. PedroP. Tenorio,
but its contents were never di-
vulged until now.

Stayman, in his cover letter to
the governor, said his office “and
other federal agencies stand ready
to help the CNMI in these efforts
should you seek our assistance.”

The “types™ of abuses men-
tioned in the report are “notnew.”

Similar incidents in the past
have already been reported by the
local and national media.

However, the Interior report
claims that its seven-person
team’s “on-island™ investigation
early this year confirms that such
abuses continue to happen in the
CNMIdespite the commonwealth
government’s oft-repeated decla-
rations of having “addressed™

Allen P. Stayman

these abuses.

“This report is a snapshot of the
current situation on the ground in
the CNMLI, " the report states, add-
ing that the seven persons in the
investigating team were selected
“because of theirexpertise, knowl-
edge and work experience” with
alien workers.

“They gathered the information
between Jan. 29 and Feb. 14, 1998
through a series of face-to-face
interviews with (alien workers),
government officials, attorneys
and private citizens; and through
onsite inspections of garment {uc-
tories and work sites, warchouses,

Continued on page 20

Veteran news photographer Eduardo C. Siguenza was named “Photo-

journa/ist of the Year” aside from receiving the “Lifetime Achievement
Award" during ceremonies held last week honoring Guam's journalists.
Siguenza vears back was nominated for the prestigious Pulitzer Award,
the secorici Chamorro ever to earn such an honor.
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Antonio and the meaning of life

The following are excerpts from the journal of Antonio Santos Sablan, Jr.:

“In order for me to achieve my goal, I will have to stay in school and get
a masters degree. After I get my masters degree, I have to try out for a
college football team. When I have 1o play my guts out because the coaches
are warching and looking for a good football player, and I have to be fast.
When ' m done playing college football, I' ll have to hope and praythat they
pick me.

I picture myself having the most carches and yardage in the NFL
(National Football League). I will be one of the best football players. I will
be rich and healthy. I will become a legend to all people and football
players. I should make a world and record for all people to try and beat.
When I retire, I will have a ceremony for my leaving the NFL.”

Most of the time, I itch to write about my own silly observations of
taken-for-granted things such as fake grass, mysterious soup, and boring
speeches. But last week, excerpts from Antonio’s journal hit my otherwise
frivolous spirit like a poignant poem. I was left to grapple with whether
ornot to write about it; connect it to something— anything—that would let
goof some strong stange emotions thatencompass me whenI'mdepressed.

There may be nothing really extra-ordinary about Antonio’s piece,
except for the fact thatittells about abig dream that turned into anightmare.

Antonio, 13, was found in a pool of blood inside his home in Dandan
last April 30. He was, according to his mother, a happy child. A big future
was ahead of him until some blood-thirsty members of the Red Rum Gang
took a fancy on him.

I never knew who Antonio was. Frankly, when his death was first
reported by the media, I just shrugged it off with my usual journalistic
indifference to tragedy. Just another death, I thought.

I've seen deaths; I've seen people killed like chickens in the country
where I come from. They were just part of my job. And Antonio, I told
myself, would just be an anonymous part of statistics.

But the pathos of the boy’s tragic fate has developed in me after seeing
his photograph. He is in yellow football uniform. No. 8. His right leg
kneeling on the ground; the other leg positioned on right angle. He beams
with confidence and a smile that says “I'll be a great football player
someday.”

I feel sad for Antonio. I feel sad that a dream will never be fulfilled.

Antonio’s fate suddenly reminded me of life’s uncertainties; of our
own insignificance. If we ever achieve what we aim at, something beyond
our control would take over. Death, for instance.

[ imagine Antonio as Albert Camus’ Sysyphus trekking up the hill.
But he rolled down while still far away from the peak.

It brought back to me a big question which probably many of us try to
wrestle with when we look beyond our boring daily grind. Shakespeare
may have had an answer: “Life is full of sound and fury, signifying
nothing.”

Who else is ready to say that life has no meaning?

Mary, the Buddhist. Schopenhauer. Sam Becket. Other names of
philosophers that you may want to drop?

A columnist for the other paper has suggested that Ayn Rand novels
can define the meaning of life.

N7

Life means blasting a building?

Hovward Roark laughed.

I'm tired of my own pretensions. It's probably prudent to prepare an
epitaph for my tomb in case | go before I find The Answer: “Here lies the
body of a frivolous, ignorant woman who never knew why she lived.”

Orelse, 1 should settle for a tentative answer: Life means “searching
for the meaning of life.”
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WASHINGTON MERRY-GO-ROUND

Qaddafi seeks nuclear tech from Pakistan

IN the wake of Pakistan’s nuclear tests last
month, the Central Intelligence Agency put
out an all-points bulletin to its agents around
the world: Be alert for the possible transfer of
Pakistani nuclear technology to Arab dicta-
tors and terrorist groups.

Arab strongmen like Libya’s Muammer
Qaddafi and Syria’s Hafez Assad are secretly
putting pressure on Pakistan to share nuclear
technology with its Islamic cousins, knowl-
edgeable CIA sources have told us. Even a
more moderate Arab government — Saudi
Arabia — has been asking the Pakistanis for
nuclear information.

As you surely know by now, India set off
five nuclear blasts over a three-day period last
month. The new nationalist government
wanted to establish itself as a nuclear power.
In response, India’s arch enemy and next-
door neighbor, Pakistan, set off six nuclear
tests of its own two weeks later.

Much of the international response o the
tests has been focused on fears of a nuclear
conflict between Pakistan and India. The two
have fought three wars in the last half century.
Religious differences were the primary causes
of two of those wars, as the Hindu India
battled the Muslim Pakistan.

There is currently serious worldwide intel-
ligence concern that Pakistani nuclear offi-
cials will respond favorably to requests from
fellow Muslim countries asking for a piece of
the nuclear action. Unfortunalély, Pakistan is
indebt to some of the nations asking for secret
nuclear assistance.

UNDER THE DOME — Reports of the
demise of campaign finance reform might be
greatly exaggerated.

According to congressional sources close to
the issue, the stubborn insistence of GOP
leaders who were determined to kill meaningful
reform legislation before it even came up for a fair
vote is the very thing that’s kept it alive.

The various parliamentary tricks House
Speaker Newt Gingrich and his cohorts con-
cocted to snuff out a vote on campaign reform
only served to anger lawmakers from both
parties who wantreform. “The more yourefuse
to allow a vote, the more people want to vote,”
explained one source.

And so, despite numerous setbacks and the

persistent opposition of Republican leaders,
those clamoring for reform have renewed
hope that a bill co-sponsored by Reps. Chris
Shays, R-Conn., and Martin Meehan, D-
Mass., may have a chance of being passed by
the House this summer.

Republican leadership has promised Shays
that a straight vote on the proposed legisla-
tion, which would ban the unlimited and un-
regulated gobs of *“soft” money donated to
political parties, will take place before the
end of the summer.

Shays-Meehan supporters are understand-
ably leery of the promises of House leaders,
who have resorted to nearly every trick in the
book to avoid a vote on the bill. At first,
Gingrich and his leadership team simply ig-
nored the Shays-Meehan proposal, which
closely resembles the McCain-Feingold Sen-
ate bill that was killed by a filibuster led by
Majority Leader Trent Lott.

But there is no such thing as a filibuster in
the House, and Shays revolted against
Gingrich’s refusal to allow his bill to come
up for vote by circulating a petition to force
leaders to bring the legislation to the House
floor. When the petition seemed certain of
getting the signatures of a majority of House
members, Gingrich had little choice but to
allow Shays-Meehan to get a fair hearing.
Sort of. '

GOP leaders, thinking they were outsmart-
ing the petulant reformers, tried to quash the
bill by attaching dozens of amendments to it
and by proposing a variety of competing bills.
But the reformers stood their ground, and
voted down most of the amendments and
competing bills.

So now Gingrich has made yet another
promise to Shays that the bill will come up
for a vote. And the bill’s supporters, while
cautioning that it’s too early to tell, believe
they have enough votes to pass the legisla-
tion. Passing the Shays-Meehan bill would
be a “significant first step” toward reforming
the campaign finance system, said Meredith
McGehee of the independent watchdog group
Common Cause. “The soft money system is
the most corrupting influence in Congress. ...
People are fed up with what's going on in
Washington.”
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‘Telemedicine not viable here’

By Aldwin R. Fajardo

Variety News Staff
TELEMEDICINE muy have areat
benefits to the Northern Marianas,
which is isolated by a vast body of
water, but the technology is too ex-
pensive a medical process for the
Commonwealth.

“There are some good potentials
but what the islands need more now
is basic health care,” said Dr. Tony
Stearns, ownerof the Marianas Medi-
calCenterand a resident physician of
the Family Health Plan.

But Stearns promptly added that
more people stand to benefit from
telemedicine withexperts from other
places evaluating their medical find-
ings without the inconvenience of
traveling abroad.

He said it sounds great to have the
technology in the islands *“though
Saipanneeds morecommunity-based
basic healthcare providers.”

He also said telemedicine is an
expensive technology but not an ap-
propriate medical process, theoreti-
cally, on Saipan. “It is very, very
expensive.”

Stearns pointed out that the North-
em Mariana Islands has a limited

“number of dollars™ and will not be
able to support additional costs foran
expensive technology such as the
telemdicine.

Telemedicine, the application of
telecommunications technology to
healthcure, requires the integration of
technology, tools and training with
medical care practices and problems,
according to Dr. Rex E. Gantenbein.

Gantenbein, who authored a paper
on Introduction to Telemedicine
Technologies, said people living in
remote or rural environments have
limited access to basic health care.

“Telemedicineisone wayinwhich
more and better health care can be
delivered to such remote areas,” he
said.

The technology exists allowing
health professionals to examine pa-
tients through video links to remote
clinics to view medical images and
patient records electronically trans-
mitted.

Othermedicalspecialistssaid, how-
ever, that telemedicine would not
cost much especially with the exist-
ence of interconnected networks or
internet, which links thousands, or
even millions, of universities, busi-
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About baby shots

Oneofthe less-funthings aboutbeing
a pediatrician is the ritual of baby
shots.

Pretty muchevery single well baby
visit during infancy includes one or
more of these unpopular tidbits.

And every year there seems to be
one or two more to add to the list.

Right now a baby will need atleast
12 shots before their second birthday
to be fully immunized!

That’s a lot.

Sometimes [ think the babies must
think they are refated to pincushions.

Yetthese shots, or immunizations,
are important.

Really important.

Young people today, including
most doctors, have never seen the
discases we give shots for.

Things like measles, polio or tetat-
nus are like the dinosaur - extinet,
pone,somewhere andsometimeelse.

But they wen’t really gone.

Not yet.
The only disease truly all gone is
smallpox.

Polio is close, but pockets of wild
polio still exist in Asia.

Withall the travellers we have here
in Saipan, our exposure to many of
these uncommon diseases is not so
uncommon at all,

Immunizations,orvaccinations, e
one way to protect our children.

Avaccine causesaweakened form
of a discase.

Weakened enough 10 not cuause
serious disease, but strong enough to
develop immunity to the discase.

It is a matter of balance.

If the vaccine is too weak, it won’t
work.

If it is not weakened enough, we
could getsick.

Companies and governments are
trying to reduce the number of shots.

One way is lo combine several
different vaccines into a single shot.
We already do this with the DPT,
combiningdiphtheria(D), whooping
coughorpertussis(P)and tetanus (T).

We alsohave the MMR —measles,
mumps and rubella (German
measles).

More of these “"mega-vaccines”
are being developed.

Another strategy is to make vac-
cines that work by mouth.

A polio vaccine has been given
orally for yeurs.

Many vaccinesare destroyedinthe
stomach, but there may be ways to
overcome this.

A whole new field of “vaccine
cuisine™ is in the wings! Kids in the
futuremay meet their nurse chef™ in
a tall white hat (the “'good guys”
always wear white hats).

“Well,” they will ask.

“Whatflavor willitbe today? How
about mocha-measles or mumps
kelaguin?”

Despite these problems, vaccines
have made a big difference in the
world in which we live and raise our
children.

The number of cases of many of
these diseases has plummeted.

Measles fell from over 900,000
cases in asingle year to 488 last year
in the US.

Diphtheriafromover200,000cuses
1o just one case last year. Polio from
21,000 1o zero.

Otherdiscases, like malariaorHIV,
may also have vaccines in the future.

ouldn’tit be nice if these diseases
would join smallpox in that “extinct™
column of our scorecard?

nesses and individuals around the
world.

Dr. Michael E. DeBakey said
once attached tothe Internet, mes-
sages, still messages and even
video clips can be sent in many
locations around the world with-

out charge.

But DeBakey added that
telemedicine raises ahost of legal
issues including liability, confi-
dentiality, privacy, licensure,
competition and utilization.

“When tclemedicine is practiced

betweentwolocations withinthe same
state, licensure is notanissue, how-
ever, when the patient is located
in a different state, then it may be
necessary for the physician to be
licensed in the state where the
patient is located,” he said.

DFW staff to attend Hawaii forum

By Jojo Dass

Variety News Staff
ATEAMof CNMIFishand Wildlife
officials will be departing for Hawaii
to take part in a workshop showcas-
ing state-of-the-art methods in catch-
ing browntree snakes, Fishand Wild-
life Director Richard Seman said.

Seman, in an interview, said the
workshop is meant toupdate the staff
on the technology that has been de-
veloped in the regional drive against
the snake species.

He said these include *‘chemicals
and different devices.”

The workshop, whichstartsonJuly
27 and ends on the 29th, will be
participated in by the CNMI Division
of Fish and Wildlife’s Rota and
Saipan. '

Seman, in a recent interview, said
the National Biological Service’s
Biological Research Division (NBS-
BRD) is trying to develop at least
three projects expected to drastically
cut the eradication campaign time
span.

These, he said, include studies on

“attractants’ meant to make it easier
for hunters to lure the
snake, toxicants” and “'some kind of
a virus that will conuol the species’
reproduction.”

It is hoped, Seman said, that ulti-
mately, modern technology will pro-
vide authorities the: upper hand in
efforts to systematically eradicate
brown tree snakes in Guam, Hawaii
and the commonwealth.

Attractants may include more so-
phisticated snake baits while toxi-
cants may entail powerful chemicals
concocted in the same fashion as
pesticides are to rats.

Seman said a lot of ongoing re-
search are thus far showing positive
signs.

And, he said it might not be too
long before researchers may fi-
nally developed all three snake
reduction components.

The mutli-agency task force —
composed of at least three federal
departments and the governments
of Hawaii, Guam and CNMI —
has made $1.8 million available
this year forthe Brown Tree Snake
Control Plan (BTSCP), half of
which has been committed to re-
search.
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COMPUTER SERVICE AND SALES

“It Doesn’t Get Any Better Than This”

* ~ Computer Service and Sales Center > of Saipan

BEACH ROAD CHALAN LAOLAQ (Next to Triple J Motors and CNMI Travel)
Phone 235-6111, Fax 235-6714

- "100% Pure Customer =
. oo Satisfaction!

Put Yourself
Back on Top

If it seems like all you do is pay bill after bill; and
wonder how you'll ever be able to cover all your
expenses, it's time to get your finances together
and pay one bill instead of 2 or more!!!

Call now!

~ Offering quality financial services
| for over 20 years

‘ - Corporate Note Investment

| - Financial Services "Loans"

| « Insurance |

Located in the Cabrera Center Garapan S < S SOBEAR S S5 >

DEBT CONSOLIDATION

; » e can consolidate your bills and establish control over your
debts with a reduced monthly payout.

Applying is fast, easy and convenient. After approval, we can work out
terms and payments to suit your budget. So give your finances a leg up.

Pacrric FInanciaL Core.

"You're Firstin All We Do"

P.O. Box 1657, Saipan, MP 96950
Tel. 234-0142 or 234-5706 - Fax. 234-3517
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Off the hook on felony changes

Sablan, Ada guilty of misdemeanor

By Ferdie de la Torre

Variety News Staff
SUPERIOR Court Presiding
Judge Alexandro Castro yester-
day convicted of misdemeanor
offenses the two men who were
declared by a jury on Friday inno-
cent in the alleged kidnapping
and beating of a student.

Castro said based on evidence
presented, the court found Oscar
C. Sablan and Geronimo Ada

guilty of simple assault.

Castro also declared Sablan
guilty of contempt.

The judge said Sablan is guilty
of contempt because the defen-
dant was on bail in another crimi-
nal case when the alleged kidnap-
ping happened.

Castro said Sablan violated the
release condition to affirm con-
tempt.

Ada was not charged with con-

tempt because the defendant had
no prior criminal case or did not
violate any release terms when
the alleged kidnapping occurred.

Castro set the sentencing on
Aug. 31.

Michael Dotts, counsel for
Sablan, said assault and contempt
carry a maximum penalty of one
year and six months’ imprison-
ment.

The six-man jury was tasked to

By Aldwin R. Fajardo

Variety News Staff
THE SAIPAN Chamber of Com-
merce is urging the CNMI govem-
ment to clarify how it intends to
finance the reorganized Marianas
Visitors Authority.

Chamber govemment relations
committee chair David Wiseman
said the govemnment should throw
light onaprovision under the MVB
reorganizationbill[Section12] with
tegards to how the tourism body
will be funded.

“Under4CMC 1820, MVBisto
be receive 25 percent of diesel fuel
taxes on fuel sold to commercial
vessels operated primarily outside

Ayuyu: Clarify MVA funds source

of the CNMI’s temitorial waters,”
Wiseman said in a letter to Gov.
Pedro P. Tenorio.
Mostimportantly,accordingtohim,
MVB wastoreceive 70percentof the

‘hotel occupancy tax.

‘When thehotel occupancy tax was
established, it was with the under-
standing on the part of the Chamber
and the Hotel Association that the
increased tax revenue would go to
MVB, he said. A

““This was logjcal as money raised
from the hotels should go to the gov-
emment agency that promotes tour-
ism. However, under the previous
administration, the clear dictates of 4
CMC 1820 were not followed,”

Wiseman added. :

He pointed outthat Section 12 of
the reorganization bill should be
amended in order for the Depart-
ment of Finadnce must immedi- .
ately, upon receipt of funds ear-
marked for MVB, transferthesame
into the account created by-the
provision. '

At the same time, he said the
Chamber does not believe that the
name of the tourism body should
be changed from MVB to MVA.

He pointed outthatevenif some
will argue that MVB'’s image has
been tarnished, changing the
agency’snameis"‘notgreatenough

Continued on page 20

eeks land allotment for

A LEGISLATION requiring land-
owners to allot a portion of their
property for right-of-way has been
inroduced inthe House of Represen-
Latives.

The bill’s proponent, Rep. Rosiky
Camacho, saidlandownersshouldbe
required to grant a right of way or
provide for reasonable access to a

public road.

Camachosaidthe legislation, when
enacted into law, will pave way for
more access to public roads from any
property which has been subdivided
and is offered for sale, lease, or ex-
change. '

Under the bill, no landowners will
offer for sale or lease any real prop-

erty which has been subdivided un-
lessthe property hasaright-of-way or
has any access to a public road.
Since CNMIis asmall community
with few major landowners of which
the government is the largest, highest
and best use is often influenced by

landowners who are also political,

civicand business leaders. [AR Fajardo}

building.

This project consists of the fotlowing:

urgency of the job.

read afoud.

proposal.

Commoniwealth tilities Corporation
INVITATION FOR BIDS

CUC-ITB-98-0030
June 26, 1998

The Commonwealth Utilities Corparation (CUC) s soliciting bids from electrical construction contractors for the construction of the lectrical system to provide
power to 118 air-conditioning units located in twelve buildings at the Marianas High School. The project is expected to be started July 13, 1998 and completed
by September 14, 1998, Construction shall be done in such a way that onc buildings system will be completed and checked out before moving on the next

The contractor is expected to furnish all materials to provide a complete electrical system from the existing buildings electrical system to the air-conditioning
units. This shall include panelboards (if needed), circuit breakers, conduit, wiring, disconnect switches from the existing electrical system to each air-conditioning

unit. All of the air-conditioning units are installed.

A pre-bid conference will be held on July 02, 1998 at 9:00 am. over at the CUC Conference Room. All prospective bidders are encouraged to attend, due to the

The bid documents, contract documents, specifications and drawings will be available at the Procurement & Supply Office between the hours of 0730 and 1630,
Monday through Friday. A non-refundable payment of $150.00 is required for cach bid package and includes a full size set of drawings.

Scaled bids shall be identified on the outside of the envelope by the invitation to bid number CUC-TFB-98-0030. Bids in duplicate will be accepted at the Office
of the Manager, Procurement & Supply, CUC at Lower Basc, Saipan until 1300, local time on July 10, 1998 at which time the bids will be publicly opened and

A bid guarantee of 15 percent of the total bid price must accompany the bids. The security may be in cash, certified check, cashier’s check, or other form
acceptable to the CNMI Government made payable to the Commonwealth Utilitics Corporation.

The bidder is required to submit with his proposal a copy of his CNMI Business Permitin compliance with the Contractor's Registration and Licensing Laws of
the Commonwealth of the Northem Mariana {slands.

This project is funded by a grant from the Department of Interior (DOT) Office of tnsular Affairs, of which have been set aside. The award of this project is
contingent upon receipt of the necessary funding and/or required approval to enter into legally binding amangements to complete the entire project.

Attention is called 1o the Labor Standards Provisions for Wage Rate Determination of the CNMI Classification and Salary Structurc Plans and that payment of
. not less then the minimum salaries and wages as set forth in the Specifications must be paid on this project.

Offerars shall provide a principle of the company stating that the company has in the past, and is cumenly, in compliance with all applicable CNMI and federal
Jabor laws. Should the company be unable to provide such certification, the company must provide a written explanation as to why, including a description of any
violations of such labor laws and any remedial action taken. Failurc of the company to provide the certification of cxplanation is grounds to reject the entire

All responses 1o this bid should take into account any and all taxcs that will be charged to the successful bidder in fulfilling the contract, including excise taxes.

CUC reserves the right to reject any and all bids for any reason and to waive any defect in said proposals, or any of them if in its solc opinion to do so would be
in the best interest of CUC. All proposals shall be come the property of CUC.

For information, contact Techuical Services Manager, Mr. Michael W. Randall, P.E., at 322-4033, Ext. 35.

Timothy P. Villagomez
Executive Dircctor

rule on kidnapping and assault
with adangerous weapon charges
in which both defendants were
declared innocent.

The jury’s verdict virtually
spared Sablan and Ada from a
possible mandatory life sentence.

Neildino Taisacan, a co-defen-
dant in the case, was found guilty
of kidnapping and assault with a
dangerous weaponduring abench
trial. He appealed the case in the
Supreme Court after he was sen-
tenced to life imprisonment.

According to court papers, the
victim was walking on 16th High-
way in San Vicente on Feb. 2,
1997 when five men, including
Sablan, Adaand Taisacan, arrived
and forced him to their vehicle.

The group started beating the
student and brought him to
Dandan where they subjected him
to further assault, said the court
documents.

Some of the suspects were al-
legedly armed with a knife and a
gun.

BOE apologizes to Attao,

sets the record straight

Anthony Pellegrino

By Haidze V. Eugenio

Variety News Staff
THE BOARD of Education of
the Public School System
apologized to House Vice
Speaker Jesus Attao for the
statement alleging that he had
given instructions to suspend
the 40-classroom projects.

BOE chairwoman Marja Lee
Taitano said that the recent
allegation made by Board
member Anthony Pellegrino
was made in the heat of dis-
cussion.

“We sincerely regret the
mistake and apologize for the
incovenience it may have
caused you,” said Taitano.

Pellegrino, the BOE chair-
man for Capital Improvement
Projects, earlier alleged that
Attao instructed the Depart-
ment of Public Works to sus-
pend the cclassroom projects.
Pellegrino said that the action
was delaying the construction
of classrooms.

The legislator denied the alle-
gation.

“I am sure it would benefit all
parties to put this entire matter
into proper perspective and in
doing so, I hope to convince you
that the statement was made in
reaction to an accumulation of
frustration commonly associated
with government procurement, es-
pecially construction-related ac-
tivities,” said Taitano.

The BOE chair remarked that
the disappointment started out
years ago during an ‘emergency
classroom project’.

During the initial stages of try-
ing to get the project off the
ground, Taitano said that
$500,000 and 20 classrooms were
lost in the process.

The problem was further com-
pounded by the selection of a
contractur that was unable to

Jesus Attao

provide performance and pay-
ment bonds for the project.

The bid, which was plagued
with protests from other bid-
ders, resulted to the termina-
tion of the orginal contract and
awarding of a new one.

Taitano said that when ev-
erything was settled, it was
already a few months away
from the opening of the school
year.

“Because of his
(Pellegrino’s) broad experi-
ence in the construction busi-
ness, (he) was given the re-
sponsibility to manage the
project. Consequently, we are
assured that the classrooms
will be ready for the opening
of school in August,” said
Taitano.

When the final distribution
of classrooms to the schools
was made, it did not include
Koblerville Elementary
School.

“It was clear then that we
were faced with a dilemma . .
. we needed to act with great
urgency,” said Taitano.

Attao had accused
Pellegrino of deliberately al-
locating funds initially appro-
priated to Garapan Elemen-
tary School and Oleai Elemen-
tary School to fund other PSS
projects including those at the
Koblerville School.

Pellegrino said that the transfer
of funds was made with the ap-
proval of GES principal Juan
Babauta, a statement denied by
the latter.

Aninvestigationonthe shifting
of funds is ongoing.

Taitano, however, said that the
decision to pull the classrooms
from Guarapan Elementary School
was a difficult decision to make,
“but it was made in the best inter-
est of the PSS as a whole.”
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Nakamoto: Hotel up in 2000

NAKAMOTO Development, Inc.
(NDI) announced yesterday that
the NDI Group has agreed with

Starwood Hotels & Resorts -

Worldwide, Inc., to establish a
joint venture company to own and
operate the luxury hotel currently
being ‘developed at the Samoan
Housing area in Garapan.

Starwood Hotels is the owner
of Westin Hotels & Resorts (110
hotels) and ITT Sheraton Corpo-
ration (450 hotels), thus making it
the largest hotel operator in the
world.

The new hotel will be called
The Westin Resort, Saipan.

It will have 460 rooms and fa-
cilities commensurate with the
luxury hotels operated by Westin
around the world.

The opening date for the Westin
Resort, Saipan is scheduled for
October2000, anews release from
NDI said.

Starwood Hotels took over
Westin Hotels & Resorts for a
total of $1.5 billion January 1998.

In February 1998, Starwood
took over I'TT Sheraton Corpora-
tion in the total amount of $14.6

billion.

Work on the project site in
Garapan is currently in what
should be the latter stages of ar-
chaeological data recovery, that
work having started in October
1997.

Archaeologists describe the site
asone of the most significant sites
in the Commonwealth.

The number of burials recov-
ered exceed any known site in the
Commonwealth.

To date, 85 human burials have
been removed from the project
site. )

Over 150 human burials may
be removed from the area.

Preliminary interpretationindicates
the site may be the former village of
Anaguan,

It was probably occupied during
the time of the Spanish-Chamorro
wars, around the year 1684.

Upon completion of the ar-
chaeological work and approval
by the Historic Preservation Of-
fice, actual site preparation for
building construction may begin.

Westin Hotels, having many
hotels and resorts in the Asianand

By Jojo Dass
Variety News Staff

10 this year.

Rep. Staniey Torres.

CNMI hopeful feds won’t
list fanihi as ‘threatened’

GOVERNMENT is hopeful the United States Fish and Wildlife Service
(USFWS)willconsiderits positionnottoclassify the fanihi asa“‘threatened”
species, CNMI Fish and Wildlife Director Richard Seman said yesterday.

In an interview, Seman said his office will be submitting a “written
comment” on the federal agency’'s plans for the Marianas fruit bat on July

“We hope they (USFWS) consider the CNMI position. We hope the
comments made will make them understand why the listing should be
approached differently than what they have anticipated,” said Seman.

He reiterated government’s stand whichcalled foracomprehensive study
of the fruit bat before any move classifying it as “threatened” is made.

“It has been the position of the (CNMI Division of Fish and Wildlife) that
the listing of the fanihi (as a “threatened” species) be delayed,” said Seman.

Atleasttwopublic hearings on the USFWS’ proposal were conducted on
the island and on Rota consecutively from last June 24 to 25,

Seman said only one of the participants during the Saipan public
consultation was in favor of listing the fruit bat as “threatened” — former

Torres argued it is necessary to list the fanihi as **threatened” toensure that
future generations can still have them.

Seman said reactions drawn from the June 24 public hearing “were all
different yet they complemented each other.”

*“The comments made were very interesting,” said Seman.

Continued on page 20

Independent office should

oversee CNMI's Challenger

By Jojo Dass

Variety News Staff
AN INDEPENDENT body
should be created to oversee the
Challenger’s operation and main-
tenance, CNMI Fish and Wildlife
Director Richard Seman said yes-
terday.

Seman’s proposal came in the
lightof the government’svessel’s
scheduled periodic repair next
month, the cost of which he esti-
mated to be around $120,000.

Seman failed to say where the
fund will be derived from ex-
plaining that the Emergency Man-
agement Office (EMO) whichhas
supervision over the vessel
“doesn’t even have any money

for anything.”

The August repair, which cov-
ers dry docking, repainting and
refurnishing among others, is a
U.S. Coast Guard requircment.

*The Challenger,” said Seman,
“should be placed under a differ-
ent agency that will manage its
operation and use.”

This office, he added, *'should
impose a fee on any requesting
agency for its use on an equal
basis so that they will generate its
own funding for maintenance.”

Use of the government’s 64-
footer vessel, according tothe fish
and wildlife director, should also
be made flexible to accomodate

Continued on page 20

Pacific area is familiar with oper-
ating in this part of the world and
is well equipped to operate a high
quality resort taking advantage of
the unique culture of the Com-
monwealth, the release said.

Ian Lien, Vice President, Ac-
quisitions & Development for the
Starwood Group, in a letter to
Joaquin A. Tenorio, Secretary of
the Department of Lands & Natu-
ral Resources stated that they are

excited to have this opportunity
to own and operate a hotel in
Saipan for the benefitof the Com-
monwealth of the Northern
Mariana Islands, and tobring thei
world class brand to Saipan.

By Ferdie de la Torre
Variety News Staff
DEPARTMENT of Public

Ingram and the CNMI govern-
ment said the acquittal of a po-
lice officer of criminal charges
does not mean that the latter did
not act with actual malice in
connection with the beating of a
burglary suspect.

Ingram -and CNMI govern-
ment, through counsel Assis-
tant Atty. Gen. Michael
Ambrose, said until plaintiff
Police Officer Jesse Seman can
prove that he did not act with
malice he is not entitled to have
his legal defense in a civil suit
filed by burglary suspect Francis
Eugenio.

Safety Commissioner Charles .

Ambrose in amotionto dismiss
pointed oui that the Indemnifica-
tion Act makes clear that Seman
is only entitled to an order requir-
ing the government to pay for his
legal defense once it has been
determined by the court that he
did not act with actual malice.

Seman filed a lawsuit asking
the Superior Court toorder Ingram
and the government to pay for his
defensein Eugenio’s lawsuit filed
in the US District Court.

Eleven police officers were
charged for beating Eugenio last
Nov. 30, but the court convicted
only two of them.

Seman was among the nine of-
ficers who were cleared of the
charges of assault and battery and
misconduct in public office.

Ingram, DPS question malice on
officer’s part in Eugenio beating

Eugenio then sued former
DPS Commissioner Jose M.
Castro, CNMI government,
and five police officers, in-
cluding Seman, demanding $3
million in damages for the beat-
ing incident.

Ambrose said in deciding
to prosecute Seman for his
role in the beating, the gov-
ernment made the determi-
nation that he behaved in a
criminal manner in his par-
ticipation in Eugenio’s arrest.

Ambrose also asked the
court to put on stay any ac-
tion on Seman’s complaint
until such time the jury in the
pending Eugenio case has
made a determination as to
“actual malice.”

30 Gals Vertical Tank

42 HP WATERPUMP with

SUPPLY

,|°

1/2 HP WATERPUMP with
8.5 Gals Horizontal Tank

1/2 HP WATERPUMP
without Tank

Relail $297.00

/ 62 Gals Vertical Tank
Refail $439.80

8 SR P0. 50X 331 SAIPAN. MP 96950
CONSTRUCTION > BRI e
PR X NO: (670) 234-8720

SALE ON CASH BASIS ONLY
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AS PART of their community
projects during the summer camp
in Rota, the Boy Scouts planted
trees along the main highway at
the new NMI college campus.

Mayor Benjamin T. Manglona
suggested the idea when the scout
leaders offered to take some time
out of the summer camp activities
and do something for the Rota
community.

Fifty Boy Scouts and 12 adult
leaders braved the hot sun from
3:30p.m.to 5 p.m. last June 26 to
plant 40 nunu trees.

The trees were about two feet
high and had been started in plas-
tic roots.

The Department of Land and
Natural Resources provided the
trees along with the equipment,

tools and water for the plants.

Bill Hocog. resident director
for the department was at hand to
supervise his staff in providing
support to the scouts.

The department selected the
nunu trees because it survives
under harsh conditions, such as
droughtortyphoon, provides good
shade and attracts several types of
birds which eat its seeds.

During the initial gathering of
the boys atthe planting site, Mayor
Manglona welcomed the scouts
and thanked them for taking on
this difficult but worthwhile
project.

He said, “These trees will grow
and beautify ournew college cam-
pus permanently. Every time you
come back to Rota in the futute,

The Around the Islands section covers community stories,
— local events, and cultural activities. Should you have a
\ story you would like to share, or an event that needs to
be covered, contact Laila at 234-6341

es on Rota
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ists honored with awards

o

Patty Arroyo

Bernadette Sterne

Jayne Flores

The SPJ Micronesian Chapter was honored last week with a legislative resolution authored and presented
by Sen. Lou Leon Guerrero commending several of its members, namely, (from left) K67 news director
Patty Arroyo (Journalist of the Year); KUAM newscaster Bernadette Sterne (Best Continuing Coverage);
freelancer Jayne Flores (Best Print Story). The late youth reporter Jamie Aquino Atalig received the
Aspiring Journalist of 1997 award, posthumously.

Photos by Eduardo C. Siguenza

Authorized Representative:

CALL TODAY:

TELEFAX:
GUAM: ...

WINDSTUFF 2000

STRENGTH THROUGH STEEL AND
INNOVATION

(670) 235-6808
(670) 235-5073

o

Offers expires July 15, 1998°
WELCOME - CNMI
OPEN HOUSE SPECIAL

MODEL UNITS ON DISPLAY AT PRICE COSTCO
(670) 287-6808 CELL

(671) 477-4033 OFFICE
) 477-4039 FAX

FINANCING AVAILABLE THROUGH:
ISLA FINANCIALSERVICES INC. & PACIFIC FINANCIAL CORP.

Netw Orld " YOUR SOLUTION PROVIDER”

CNMI « GUAM » MICRONESIA

Boy Scouts and their leaders pose for a group photo at the start of their tree-planting project on Rota.

you can look at one of these trees
and say, “'I planted that tree dur-
ing our 1998 summer camp.”

The mayor also provided the
much appreciated cold softdrinks
for the het and sweaty scouts.

The chairman of the boy scout
district committee, Ramon G.
Villagomez, thanked the mayor
and the Department of Lands and
Natural Resources for suggesting
this community project for the
scouts.

He said: “We appreciate the
opportunity to be the first organi-
zation to place our mark on this
new college campus. We have

reason to keep coming back tosee
how the trees and the campus are
growing and developing.

The District Committee of the
Boy Scout program holds three
Commonwealth-wide camps per
year,one cachinthe Spring, Sum-
mer and Fall. '

Atevery camp held by the dis-
trict committee, the committee
urges the scout leaders and the
boystoselect acommunity project
and to complete the project dur-
ing the camp period.

Previous projects have included
tree planting and beach cleaning
on Saipan and Tinian.

By Maxine Hillary

Variety News Staff
Hagatna — Representatives
from the Depariment of Pub-
lic Hea'th and Social Services
met at the Public Health of-
fices in Mangilao today to dis-
cuss a vroposal to increase
payments for medical services
delivered by private provid-
ers.

This after some island pro-
viders indicated that they
might be unable to continue
delivering services to people
under the Medicaid and Medi-
cally Indigent Programs (MIP)
because it was too expensive.

According to Public Health
Administrator, Adoracion A.
Solidum, Public Health is pro-
posing a 25% increase across
the board to medical provid-
ers who provide services to
Public Health clients.

“We have a limited number
of private providersonisland,”
says Solidum. “If we don’t
provide them with a better fee
schedule we will have less ac-
cess for our clients.”

Solidum says that the fees
for private providers haven’t
been adjusted for eight years
due to issues in Guam’s
economy and enhanced needs
stemming from natural disas-
ters such as typhoons that have

Guam Public Health will
hike provider payments

_vices to Public Health’s cli-

hit the island. She added that
the budget for Public Health
has not changed cven though
Public Health has seen a sub-
stantial increase in clients
needing services.

Covered services include
surgeries, pre and post natal
care, dental care, radiology
and lab services, as well as
many other medical needs.

The news has been greeted
very positively by several pri-
vate healthcare providers on
island. Quality Assurance Co-
ordinator for the Seventh Day
AdycmistClinicin Tamuning,
Sandy Hann commented, “We
see quite anumber of MIP and
Medicaid patients even though
their rates are less. We also
have to wait longer for reim-
bursement. We are very
pleased at this news.”

Hann went on to state that it
is difficult for a medical pro-
vider to be unable to offer ser-

ents because of financial con-
cerns. '

“Like any- clinic on Guam
that cares for MIP patients, it
isuncomfortable forus tohave
to turn them away. We have to
set limits on how many we can
afford to accept.”

Most private physicians and

Continued on page 20
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99 Ford F-series

AMERICA’Skingof trucks, Ford
F-Series, retumns for an encore in
1999 with a tough new front-end
appearance and a more powerful
5.4-liter, V-8 engine.

For the 1 999 model year, Ford
has freshened up the F-150and F-
250 under-8,500-pound gross ve-
hicle weight (GVW) pickuptrucks
withanew frontbumperand grille,
new cast aluminum wheels and
anoptional performance-boosted
5.4-liter TritonTM V-8 engine.

The F-1501250 SuperCab gets
a standard fourth door, meeting
Ford’s commitment to become
the first manufacturer offering a
full range of four-door extended
cab pickups.

Ranger started offering custom-
ers a four-door SuperCab in May.
And, earlier this year, the 1999
SuperDuty F-Series were the first
over-8~500-pound gross vehicle
weight (GVW) trucks to offer the
feature, which dramatically im-
proves access to the rear seat.

The changes are part of an evo-
lution that has made F-Series the
best-selling truck in America for
the past 21 years.

“As we celebrate the 50~h an-
niversary of F-Series in 1998, we

recognize the fact that we must
continue to give our customers
what they want and need to re-
main the world’s truck leaders,”
said Paul Morel, Ford truck brand
manager.

“We are always thinking of
ways to make the best better,
whether it’s in evolutionary styl-
ing or new convenience features.
But we will always remain true to
our truck heritage.”

Ford has been the best-selling
vehicle - car or truck- for the past
16 years.

Rugged engine and looks

“All of our engineering design
isdriven by the F-Series’ heritage
as the authentic American truck,”
said Susan Pacheco, F-1501250
chief program engineer.

“Practicality is always at the
top of our list, which explains the
four-door SuperCab. And func-
tionality also tops the list.”

The optional 5.4-liter Triton V-
8 engine is an example.

Improved for 1999, the 5.4-li-
ter engine delivers optimum per-
formance at low and high rpm.

Peak horsepower has been in-
creased by 25 to 260 horsepower,
and peak torque, increased by 15

line of Carpets 100% nylon _
- Qutdoor carpets
« Fabric and PVC Vertical/Horizontal
Blinds (Manutfactured on island)
+ Fabric Curtains
» Home Furnitures
+ Rattan Furnitures
» Kitchen Furnitures
* Vinyl Tiles .
+ Partition Panels
- Computer Desks/Tables
- Computer Chairs
- Office Chairs
» Office Tables
« Office Drawers/Cabinets
+ Conlerence Tables

We offer:
+ Residential and Commercial

10%-30% OFF

Grab a phone and call us, or come by our otiice,

Chong's Bldg., 1st Fioor. The door is always upen.

Tongyang Carpet & BIF Furnilure
- PO. Box 1568CK, Saipan, MP 96950,
Call us at: (670) 23413613 %47

e-mail; mechille@saipan.netpci.com

u
Come o,

come all”

BiIF
FURNITURE

TONGYANG
CARPET

“Home of the

BEEN REDUCED BY

So what are you waiting for?

located in Gualo Rai,

Fax at: (670) 234-9857

to 34S foot-pounds, is achieved at
2300 rpm. With these improve-
ments, the 5.4-liter engine pro-
vides torque superior to any V-8-
powered half-ton pickup in the
segment.

Other engine choices are the
standard 4.2-liter V-6 split-port-
induction engine and a 4.6-liter
Triton SOHC V-8.

The 4.2-liter offers more horse-
power than the competition, and
the 4.6-liter, V-8 hits peak torque
at lower rpm than the Chevy 4.8
liter, V-8 engine.

The all-new 1997 F-Series at-
tracted a new generation of truck
buyers, and now, with its tough
new front end, the 1999 F-150/
250 will reinforce to longtime
customers why Ford trucks cap-
tured their hearts.

For 1999, F-150/250 will offer
two new grilles and valence pan-
els, sharing anew chrome bumper.
Aneggcrate” grille is standard—
XL and 4x2 XLT models will
have a chrome surround.

The 4x4 XLT and all Lariat
models will include a “honey-

comb™ grille design with color-
keyed susround.

The grilles are larger. taller and
placed lower between the head-
lights, maintaining the truck’s
rugged first impression.

A larger Ford oval enhances
the “big truck™ appeal.

Other exterior chunges include
new 16-inch. cast aluminum
wheels on the Lariat series and as
an option with XLT “trim.

A new 1 7-inch chromed steel
wheel is included in the 4x4 Off-
Road Equipment Group Package
with a new LT265/70R17C All-
Terrain Tire.

Styled 16-inch steel wheels are
standard on the XL series.

Also new for 1999 is a factory-
installed. tonneau cover- a Ford
first- which features a**snap-free™
design for easy. fast installation.

The customer should see the
benefits of this feature in fuel
economy. .

Inside, comfort and conve-
nienceimprovementsinclude awider
front bench seatand doorpulls placed
higher to assist entrance and exit.

Responding to customer feed-
back, the carpet on doors is re-

Continued on page 20
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OIA funds statistical program

funding a project to help six Pacific

rienced statisticians in the U.S. Cen-

munities, such as population,

Suspected

defeated RP

candidates

INSULAR Affairs Director AllenP.  Palau). Thisreportcontainsup-to-datestan-  island jurisdiction. States in Guam, the CNMI, and Ha- i h ll . 1
Stayman said yesterday his office is Theeffortis spearheaded by expe-  dard statistical measures of the com- For this rzason, OIA has helped  waii. W
fund a series of Household Income There have been statements made ? Sne ca‘plto

U.S. affiliated jurisdictions improve
their existing statistical programs.

“Sophisticated, smoothly-running
statistical systems can help govemn-
mentdecision-makers make the right
decisions, just as an accurate set of
instruments in the cockpit can help
the pilotland safely in the middle of a
storm,” Stayman explained.

OIA provides the statistical assis-
tance to American Samoa, the CNMI,
Guamand the U.S. Virgin Islands, as
well as the three freely associated
states (FSM, Marshall Islands and

sus Bureau and increasingly. makes
use of island residents utilizing tech-
niques leamed from the Census Bu-
reau to train and assist other island
statisticians.

There are two principal objectives
of the program:

« Tto bring data collection in the
islands up the level the 50 states have
reached over the last century, amajor
task, and;

*Toprovide OIA with statistics for
inclusion in the annual “State of the
Islands” report to Congress.

Ernst & Young
is pleased to
announce that

workforce, income, infrastructure and
local govemment revenues and ex-
penditures.

Many federal and local programs
rely on such statistics to determine
eligibility for assistance orthe level of
assistance.

“What OIA is trying to do is to
provide technical assistance sot hat
each of the seven jurisdictions can
develop its won statistical prowess,
which then can support local and
federal policy makers in decision-
making,” Stayman said.

In addition to its basic grants to
meet annual statistical needs, one of
OIA 'sinitiativesrelatestomeasuring
the consumer price index, or the cost
of living.

This is a key measure of how the
economy affects families and the

and Expenditure Surveys (HIES); in
each case, a sample of the -area’s
households are asked to report their
income from all sources, and their
expenditures, usually during a two-
week period. _

Once themixof goodsandservices
purchased by the average household
is assembled, it serves as a statistical
market basket and there is noneed to
gobacktothe householdsto check or
changing costs.

This is the case because the con-
sumer price index can then be mea-
sured month by month by noticing
price increfises or decreases in the
things that consumers buy (sugar,
gasoline, clothes, housing, recreation,
etc.)

Ol Aisalsosupportinganotherdata
collection effort, this on the presence

by some host-island leaders that the
presence of the FAS residents has
created additional government costs
insuch areas as health, education and
social services.

In order to determine the extent of
these additional costs, 1A hasfunded
special censuses of FAS residents
in Hawaii (where OIA is nor-
mally not active), in the CNMI
and in Guam.

These are called Compact Im-
pact Studies, because the free
movement of the FAS residents
to U.S. jurisdictions was stipu-
lated in the Compact of Free As-
sociation with the FAS states; a
report including preliminary data
was issued by OIA in January; the
next report, with revised and de-
tailed data, will be issued in Janu-

Castro S nommatlon to

Sy

of province

ZAMBOANGA, Philippines (AP)
— At least five people were killed
and 11 injured when suspected de-
feated candidates fired more than 10
mortar shells at the Sulu provincial
capitol on Jolo island before dawn
Tuesday, stopping a scheduled oath-
taking by the re-elected provincial
govemor, the military said.

Oneshelllandedneartheresidence
of Gov. SakurTan, injuring aprovin-
cial governmentemployee, Southern
Command spokesman Col. Horacio
Lapinid said.

Three shellsalsodamaged anaban-
doned marine barracks, Lapinid said.

Jolo, about 950 kilometers (590
miles) south of Manila, is the strong-
hold of the Moro National Liberation

Monday of shutting them out in
an illegal lockout.
The pilots’ union also sought to

Estrada’s past trysts worry
mllltary and hurch leaders

By JIM GOMEZ

MANILA, Philippines (AP)
— Former movie star Joseph
Estrada may need more guards
than any past Philippine presi-
dents — not to ward off any
particular threat but to watch
over his many families.

Estrada, who has openly ac-
knowledged being a past
womanizer, has fathered
seven children with five dif-
ferent women out of wedlock,
according tonews reports. He
also has three children with
his wife, Eloisa, a former psy-
chiatrist.

“I was an actor surrounded
by many temptations,”
Estrada says.

“I had numerous flings.”

Joseph Estrada
country once called the “sick
man of Asia.”

In a former Spanish colony

where the word “macho™ has no
negative connotations,

A military official said the
Presidential Security Group, the
equivalent of the U.S. Secret
Service, has no choice but to
guard all of Estrada’s mistresses
and children.

“We have to secure every-
thing that might potentially
cause disability to the presi-
dent,” said the official, who
asked not to be named. “Itis in
the national interest.”

Most of Estrada’s other fami-
lies reportedly live near his
swank residence in an upper-
class Manila district.

Estrada’s dalliances have
caused other worries. Stung by
his womanizing ways, Estrada’s
wife and three children left him
once in the 1980s but later rec-

as members.

Manila’s influential arch-
bishop, Jaime Cardinal Sin,
warned that an Estrada presi-
dency could be “disastrous for
the country” and would create
a terrible role model for the
country’s young.

Estrada takes such criticism
in stride. He once even joked
unabashedly that he will offer
advice to U.S. President Bill
Clinton when they meet.

“Both President Clinton and
I have sex scandals,” he says.

“But Clinton has the scan-
dals, and I have the sex.”

Estrada says he is properly
supporting all the children he
fathered and insists thatno one
in his various families has ben-
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his position as presiding Superior
Court judge could have done an ef-
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appointed litigants,” he said.

When O’Connor.ﬁrst came to
Saipan in 1983, Castro was in

June 26 and tried to retumn to
work.
The union said it was PAL
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Wage hike in effect

In American Samoa F

PAGOPAGO (Pacnews)—Em-
ployees of Star Kist Samoa will
get a wage increase of seven US
cents per hour cffective July |
whennew hourly wages approved
last. year by a special commitiee
selected by the United States de-
partment of Labor goes into ef-
fect.

Theincrease will hike the mini-
mum wage for fish cleaners from

$US3.10to $US3.17 an hour.

A second increase of four US cents
per hour will go into effect in six
months.

The second cannery. Samoa Pack-
ing.beganpayingitsworkers$US3.19
an hour late last year, according to
generalmanager Herman Gebauer.

He said that the company of-
fered workers the higher wage
rate if they met production levels.

Korean long-liner gets
apprehended in Kiribati

TARAWA (Pacnews)—A Korean
long-liner, Jasmine No.9 was appre-
hended by Kiribati police last week-
end for fishing illegally inside the
country's exclusive economic zone.

Acting police commissioner, Tuare
loane said the skipper is being kept
behind bars pending full investiga-
tionsonallegedillegal fishing charges,
Radio Kiribati reports.

Meanwhile, two crew members of
Jasmine No.9 were arrested at the
weekend in Betio for assaulting a

police officer.

They were laterreleased from cus-
tody pending a court hearing.

According to the general manager
of the Kiribati Overseas Seaman’s
Employment AgencyPatrick Tatireta,
the boat called at Betio Port to pick up
nine fresh crew members from
Kiribati.

Tatireta says the legal proceedings
against the skipper, the ship and its
crew could delay the recruitment pro-
cess.

Solomons unions to time
strike with major events

HONIARA (Pacnews)—
Solomon Islands public employ-
ees union which was demanding
a fair package for public officers
who are to be retired and made
redundant, has timed the strike
action to coincide with the three
events.

They are the 20th Independence
Anniversary Celebrations, the In-
augural Melanesian Arts and Cul-
tural Festival, and the National
Trade Show which will start Fri-
day and continue for eight days.

While the public sector unions

are busy mobilising their mem-
bers for the strike action, the gov-
ernment has maintained that the
strike action would be illegal.

Special Secretary to the Prime
Minister, Edward Hunuehu says
the strike notice issued by the
public employees union did not
conform with the Essential Ser-
vices Act.

Hunuehu says, however, that
the government still has time to
refer the matter as a dispute to the
Trade Disputes Panel thus mak-
ing any strike action illegal.

WHO congratulates Vanuatu
on 1ts malaria control efforts

PORT VILA (Pacnews)—The
visiting regional director of the
World Health Orgunisations Dr
Han, based in Manila, Monday
paid a tribute to Vanuatu’s man-
agement of its programmes (0
control malaria and observed
that the country could be ma-
laria-free within 2 or 3 years.

Dr. Han wuas speaking with
prime  minister, Donald
Kalpokas, who observed that
some islands in Vanuatu are al-
ready malaria-free.

The WHO director for Asia
and the Pacific suid that basic
techniques were working, such
4$ Mosquito nets.

This meant that Vanuatu’s
malariarate is 10 cases for 1,000

people, compared with 1,037
cases per 1000 people in
Solomon Islands, where num-
bers of people suffer more than
once in a year from malaria.

Dr. Han also paid a tribute to
the way in which suspected den-
gue was recently dealt with in
the country. Spraying in pos-
sible dengue areas took place
immediately when a “possible”
case was reported.

Dr. Han is making a routine
visit to the island countries,
where heis well-known, having
started his work for WHO in the
Pacific in Samoa.

Han also congratulated
Kalpokas on his election to the
position of prime minister.

r--—--—-—-—-—-——-—-———1

I
I
i
I
|
I
1
I
.

-z 4“.\

- Elsewhere in the Pacific

iji cops guar

d power

project after attack

SUVA, Fiji (AP) — More than 70
police guarded Fiji’s main power sta-
tion Monday following an attack al-
legedly by landowners demanding
compensation forlandlosttoahydro-
electric project.

Attackers on Sunday set fire to the
administration block of the Wailoa
power station at Monasavu on the
main island of Viti Levu, causing
about 100,000 Fiji dollars (US §
50,000) damage.

Police were on guard nearby at the
time.

The fire followed a threat last week
by landowners to set up road blocks
and disrupt the power station if the
govemment did not pay 35 million
Fijidollars(U.S.$ 17.5 million) com-

pensation for forest land flooded in
the creationof a 12 1/2-mile long (20
kmlong)reservoirin the early 1980s.

The power station, built by the
Fijian Electricity Authority, pro-
vides electricity for about 80 per-
cent of Viti Levu.

An additional 22 police were
sent to Monasavu to supplement
55 officers already there over the
weekend to guard the power sta-
tion, police Sgt. Ambika Sharma
said.

Several landowners were being
questioned Monday about the fire,
Sharma said.

Landownershad already beencom-
pensated for lost land, said former
Fijian Electricity Authority chief ex-

ecutive David Pickering, now a gov-
emment minister.

“The money was not paid to the
landowners then but held in trust by
governmentforthe Fijianlandown-
ers’ future generations,” Pickering
said.

Pickering does not know what
happened to the money.

“The FEA should know,” he
added.

Landownerswerealsogivenabout
50 houses formerly used by project
staff.

“They receive a number of perks
whichincluded the provision of elec-
tricity and a water supply system,”
Pickering said.

“They are very fortunate people.”

APIA (Pacnews)—Unrest in
several Samoan villages from
the Aana district on the out-
skirts of Apia has led to police
arresting dozens of men model-
ling themselves as Japanese
Ninja warriors,

Sofar, one man has beentaken
to hospital with gunshot
wounds.

Twenty three men from five

guns and machetes have been

villages, most armed with shot-’

Samoan police arrests dozens

charged on a variety of offences
following the torching of govern-
ment property on a cattle farm,
and the slaughter of hundreds of
cattle whose carcasses werelefttorot.

Earlier six others were amested
whenshotswere fired at police and
a government official.

Police commissioner Asi
Blakelock told the Newsline
newspaper he is concerned at the
emergence of gangland style
behaviour.

He says police have contained
the problem but sporadic gunfire
can still be heard.

Aana Alofi MP Afamasaga
Toleafoa Faafisi said it’s not adis-
pute over land, but the young men
are acting like ninjas.

Known as the country’s largest
supplierof cannabis, villagers from
the district say the ninjas have
been established to protect can-
nabis crops and a cattle rustling
racket.

'WWII veteran
‘to visit war SItes
in Solomon Isles:

HONIARA (Pacnews)—A plan
1S in motion to have American
World War Two veterans or their
relatives visit Guadalcanal and its
war sites and memorials in the

year 2002.

This was revealed by a visiting
American World War Two vet-
eran, Brigadier General Jay
Hubbard, who recently held talks
with with government officials
and some other people in Honiara
, SIBC reports.

Speaking to reporters in
Honiara, Brigadier General

Continued on page 20

Vanuatu gov't urged to pay
entitlements of employees

PORT VILA (Pacnews)—The
Vanuatu government has been
urged to ensure that the 26
former employees of the now
troubled Tour Vanuatu are paid
theirentitlements before settling
any other financial commit-
ments.

The secretary of the National
Unton of Labour, Ephraim
Kalsakau, made the call follow-
ing Tour Vanuatu’s provisional
liquidator Johnathan Law’s de-
cision to settle commitments to
secured creditors before paying
the employees.

Kalasakau said that govern-

ment, as the major shareholder
in Tour Vanuatu, should take it
upon itself to ensure that justice
is done by the liquidator.

He argued that the company’s
actspecifically states that wages
must be settled before the liqui-
dator pays out any other debts.

A former union representa-
tive and MP for Luganville
George Wells is expected to
bring the issue to the attention
of parliament when it resumes
next week.

He met with NUL
representaives and the 15 former
employees Thursday.

Proposed US immigration
regs could affect US 01tlzens

HONOLULU (Pacnews)—The
United States immigration and
naturalization service has an-
nounced proposed regulations
that could restrict the current
rights of some citizens of the Fed-
erated States of Micronesia, the
Marshall Islands and Palau to
permanently live in the US terri-
tories.

The proposed regulations were
published in the povernment’s
Federal Register recently and are
subject to a 60-day public com-
ment period before their likely
implementation.

Currently, under Compacts of
Free Association, citizens of the

three independent North Pacific
ndnonshuely associated with the
United States have virtually un-
restricted entry to American Sa-
mod, Guam, and the Northemn
Mariana Islands as well as all
other US states and territories,
The new regulations, using the

term “habitual residents,” refer -

to such persons from the Freely
Associated States as those who stay
in one of the territories for more
than 12 months in a 24-month pe-
riod.

Guam’srepresentative in Wash-
ington, Congressman Robert
Underwood, says “inputonthe pro-
posed regulations have been se-

Robert Underwood

cured from the FAS governments,
and there does not seem to be t0o
much objection from them.”
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China: Economy to improve

BELJING (AP} — Detying the

China. like its neighbors, has be-

Western alike, to forecast that

lished Monday by the state-run

end the allocation of low-rent pub-
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Japan, US to do joint research of
submarine detection technology

TOKYO (AP) — Japan and the

Japan has been paying more at-

found dead.

Howard evades early
elections with new deal

doomsayers, Chinese officials on gun to suffer the impact of the  China would fall below its 1998 newspaper China Daily that eco- . lic housing — obliging many apart- . ] - : ‘ . S s .

Monday predicted their stalling  Asian financial crisis. economic growth target of 8 per- nomic growth wouldhit8.2 percent  ment dwellers to buy their homes at United States will conduct joint  tention to North Korean and Chi- Submarine detection in shal- By ALAN THORNHILL powerful judicial body, the High

economy would pickup speed later Sluggish domestic demand.  cent. - this year. discounted rates or face much higher research on detection of subma-  nese submarines passing through  low waters is difficult because CANBERRA, Australia (AP)—  Court, hadbeenblocked by the Sen-

in the year as demand-driving in-  slowing export growth and declin- Not so, says the government- The report noted that the govemn-  rents—had stimulated the real estate rines in shallow waters around  shallow watersin the Sea of Japan sgunq waves.ﬁ om a craft become Trailingbadlyinopinionpolls,Prime ate. .

vestment took effect ) ing foreign investment have led  run State Information Center ment and state-owned firms had in- sector. Japan. & major newspaper said  and the East China Sea, the  distorted afer hitting the shallow Minister John Howard on Tuesday Hehasbeenplanningtobreakthat
! . 2 g $ ’ Monday. spokesman said. sea bottom, military analysts say. avoided calling an early electionby ~ stalemate by taking both houses of

Recent statistics indicate that

many ecconomists, Chinese and

which estimated in a report pub-

vested 400.6 billion yuan ($ 4827

Real estate investment in the first

lized by governments and in-

Geneva and Zurich, previ-

The research is apparently

North Korea has 22 Romeo-

The report also said the two

ing for an easier monetary policy
to reduce the debt burden for

performance.

apparently reaching a deal on an

Parliament to an early election in a

billion) in the first five months of the  five months rose 21.6 percent from . r i . o . L2 X
. ¢ > 3 year, up 12.7 percent from the year  the same period a year ago. aimed at beefing up detection of  class submarines and about 60  nations will jointly con'duct re- Abongma!lamlnghtsbﬂldeadlocked procedum called a double dissolu-
Pentagon. E X l ‘ume UI | k nown 1S before. The reportnoted, however, thatthe North Korean submarines, which  midget submarines, according to  searchtodevelopsaferfiring pow- in the Senate. tion.
. . . . . The Communist Party newspaper  abolitionofpublichousingand higher have been increasing reconnais-  Jane's Fighting Ships, an authori- der for launching missiles. The tfm’ which has angered the With Pardiament due (o g0 into
ldent].ﬁed aS Alr FOI'Ce p]-]-Ot B].aS S].e People’s Daily reported Mondaythat  health care costs had made consum- sance aclivities in recent years, — tative military reference book. In 1994, Japan and the United country 538.6’000“.)011% ,1sspl] recess thxs.week, that vs{ould I'1a\'/e
total investment in constructionand  ers more frugal and that the the gov- said Japan's leading business Last week, a 70-ton North Ko- S‘?}}CS agree(!’toexpand exchanges being negotiated with Tasmanian  meant calling the election within
By SUSANNE M. SCHAFER anonmity, confirmed that the re-  Pentagonannounced a good DNA other fixed assets wouldrise 15per-  emment would have to do more to daily, the Nihon Keizai Shimbun.  rean submarine was found en-  Of “dual-use”technology that can independent Sen. Brian Harradine,  days and holding it in August.
WASHINGTON (AP) — Solv- mains belonged to Blassie. samnple had been recovered. cent in 1998 over last year. stimulate consumer demand if it ex- A Defense Agency spokesman tangled in a fishing net off South be applle'd to both military dnd who holds the balance of power in That would have been PO‘mC?l
ing a mystery dating back to the Officials said an announcement BothBlassie and Strobridge were The China Daily report noted pects to reach its economic growth said officials from the U.S. De- Korea’s east coast and captured ~ commercial purposes. ) the upperhousg. ) suicide fO_f Hongd, accor_dmgtoa
Viemam War, the Pentagon has  was expected Tuesday. shotdownonMay 11,1972, around that the government’s decision to  goals. fense Department and its Japa- by South Korea. Undgramutual'securlly_ll‘eillyv But Hamtdme tOlC! Australian  new PUbl}C opiron po!l published
identified remains exhumed last The tomb, in Arlington National AlijDCP bad scion nese counterpart have begun dis- South Korea’'s Defense Minis- :jherfc‘i“Jed Sta}es 1s CO”memeS to Broax_lcastJngCorpl.]zhomagaooT— Tuesday in The Australian newspa-
month from the Tomb of the Un- Cemetery, holds the remains of an e Pentagon had scientists : . - cussing new joint research  try said Monday three spies from etena Japan in case of attack. promise was reached in principle, ~ per.
knowns. unidemirf)]/edU.S.soldierfromWorld checl}<1the l:%r{lains fora ﬁene;tic AS]-a domlnates ]-]-St Of mOSt _ projects, but l-efjused to provide [h)é sub brieﬂyylzmded ?,n South The United States is the only and the details were being ironed The Newspoll survey showed the
The identification of Air Force ~ Warl. Adjacenttoitlietheremainsof ~ matchwith Blassie oreightother 1 141 . further details. Korean soil before being captured. ~ country to which Japan can trans- out. opposition Labor Party poised to
pilotMichaelJ. Blassie was made  unknown service members from sc;rvicemen who went down in expen81ve C]'tles mn the Wor]'d Since the end of the Cold War, All nine crew of thegcra?t were  fer military technology. “All things are practically settled ~ win back govemment after conser-
after the remains were restudied  WorldWarll, the Korean War, and, airplanes or helicopters around SINGAPORE (AP)—Seven  gion more expensive than exceptthere’safew deadcatsbeing  vativesupportslumpedto thelowest
”S'&‘?’ D]\l/\[JA (zjmal)_/sns, anld r;]mde ”“,;,‘}1] Monday, the (\ihgtnan;] Wag ;l;zzamiélrr:eﬂ:r; I%Zfal-n tshe \zlar of the world’s 10 mostexpen- ~ New York, while Bangkok, M " t . I t t h ]. h thwown in info the ring at the mo- - on record in ts term of office, at 34
ublic Monday in a telephone e site is guarded night an w remains were : " : : : " Harradine i
gall to the fami)l/y of anothgr ser- day, in all kinds of weachr, bya found. Sive cities are in {sza, with Jakafta, anla Lumpur and lmS er' n eres rates tOO g r?ee»:/“s; a}zn Ausﬁmjm peTmlf:tt ives Labor its biggest lead
viceman whoseremainsofficials ~ ramrod-straight service member Theidentificationwasmadewith Hong Kon_g replacing Tokyo  Manila, which last year were : ; . : Pre s de Kgl Beazl dl'ggb'
thoueht miaht be in the tomb. The sentinels are relieved inan  DNAtestmethodsdevelopedsince atop the list, Corporate Re-  comparable to New Yorl’c, KUALA LUMPUR’, Malaysia ‘ il .. | by the financial markets as a bid I\?S.de Isofthe . ll::ld T ‘mmeeaz%fm Its Diggest
The official who called “just intricate ceremony known as the  the early 1980s, when the remains sources Groupsaidinayearly ~ now rank among the world’s (AP) — Malaysia’s Finance #  to neutralize Anwar’s influ- g losegn SOIthECOmPIomISE were bt O‘E andco Dt(;on since Just
said they had got the resultsback ~ *changing of the guard,” a popu- initially had been declared uniden- report released Monday. ) least expensive cities. Minister Anwar Ibrahim made ence. 15130 axgii::clined confirm the Oem;j. El::ad er[} e W?js o
and thatthe body was Blassie’s.”  lar tourist attraction. tifiable. Moscow, No. 4 on the list, Meanwhile, inflationsrates an about-face on Monday and It also raised concerns that dealzrxvd e ultfj) m moved as leader, K:pgpersal .
said Althea Strobridge, the Blassic’s family had pressed for Whenthe remains wereexhumed has remained Europe’s most  across the globe continued to announced the country’s inter- Malaysia was embarking on a ° Sm'm wo ‘havefuxﬁlh;(i The g]ovqmmepl has dropped
mother of Capt. Rodney  the exhumation, but was not im- = onMay 14,cemeteryhistorianTom expensive city, while thecost  plunge, reaching the lowest est rates were too high. much looser interest rate policy. mci;pngs with Harradine, ané ) from ax?eechn-wmm.rllg lead of 7
Strobridge, an Army helicopter  mediately available for comment. Sherlock said that DNA advances of living in Southeast Asia  levels since 1969. . His remarks echo the thmlf- Mahat'hir, the country’s domi- ﬁ:h;gg“toannounc?’yet.B'ut ¥ said percentage points (o trat byanelec—
pilot. “We're waiting and preparing for ~ madeitlikely thatthe United States has dropped due to the Moscow, St. Petersburg and ing of Prime Minister Mahathir nant political voice, has explic- go?d news” for his party. tion-losing 11 points in six weeks
Another Pentagon official, himtocome home, hismother,Jean ~ Wwould never again fight a war that region’s financial crisis, the  London are the only Euro- Mohamad and newly-appointed itly blamed interest rates of . HO‘.”“‘* s plan to restrict native that.ha\,/e been dpnunated by One
who spoke on condition of  Blassie, said twoweeksagoafterthe  produces unidentifiable casualties. Geneva-based organization  pean cities to rank among the economic  czar, Daim around 12-16 percent for tile rights on government lands  Nation’s campaign an’c’l electoral
said in findings that are uti- world’s 10 most expensive. Zainuddin, who have been call- Malaysia’s faltering economic lewamem,mchemmdmn. success in Queensland,” the paper
ers,recognizedbythecountry’smost  said.
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S. Korea takes on spy infilti

By Kyong-Hwa Seok
SEOUL, South Korea (AP) —
A North Korean submarine briefly

landed three espionage agents in’

South Korea last week — but all
of the men died with their compa-
triots after the vessel was cap-
tured.

The three came ashore forabout

an hour, possibly to contact North
Korean spies already on land, be-
fore returning to the submarine,
the Defense Ministry said Mon-
day.

The bodies of nine agents were
discovered when the sub’shatches
were opened Friday, four days
after the 85-foot, 70-ton craft was

found entangled in a fishing net
off South Korea’s east coast. All
had been shot, apparently to avoid
capture.

President Kim Dae-jung, in his
first official comment, asked
North Korea to admit the incur-
sion and prevent arecurrence, but
said the episode would not end

By ROBIN McDOWELL
PHNOM PENH, Cambodia
(AP) — The mutilated body of an
opposition party activist has been
discovered outside Phnom Penh,
raising new fears of violence in the
run-uptoelections July 26, human-
rights workers said Monday.

The remains of Thong Sophal,
45, werediscoveredaweek afterhe
was reported missing.

His fingers and left ear were cut
off, indicating torture, and he had
suffered at least one heavy blow to
the head, a human-rights worker
said on condition of anonymity.

Thong Sophal wasanactivecam-
paigner for FUNCINPEC, the roy-
alist party led by Prince Norodom
Ranariddh, who was deposed last
year as co-prime minister by his
rival, Hun Sen.

Ahmad Yahya, a prominent

Cambodian opposition activist
is found dead and mutilated

FUNCINPEC member, said he be-
lieved the latest killing was political
and that if such murders continue, *it
will seriously impact the elections.”

Eng Chhay Eang, anofficial of the
opposition Sam Rainsy Party, said
that foreign countries that have so far
given a green light to the electoral
process were deluding themselves
that it would be free and fair.

*The main candidates have been
traveling around with only minor
problems sofar, but ourorganizersin
the city and the countryside are still
being threatened, attacked and mur-
dered by CPP thugs,” Eng Chhay
Eang said.

The body of most recent Sam’

Rainsy Party victim, he said, had
been discovered on June 19 in the
eastern province of Kompong Cham.

Police say they are still investigat-

, ing the death of Em Eam, 62.

FUNCINPEC is the main chal-
lengertoHun Sen’s formerly com-
munist Cambodian People’s Party
in the upcoming elections, and
Thong Sophal’s death is the fourth
of someone tied to the party this
month. '

Party members believe the
three previous killings were
politically motivated, though
Hun Sen’s government claims
they were the result of personal
disputes.

Human-rights workersarecon-
ducting their own investigations.

Hun Sen has called the elections
to restore legitimacy and aid lost
after he deposed Ranariddh.

Butcritics say the polls will be a
sham because Hun Sen has used
violence and intimidation against
opponents and stacked the elec-
toral bodies in his favor.

PLACE OF ORIGIN.

proficiency.

POSITION TITLE: Administrative Officer I1

DUTIES: Under the general supervision of the CUC Rota Deputy Director, the incumbent will be
responsible for planning and directing the administrative functions relating to administration,
personnel, fiscal management, procurement, contract negotiations, and public relations.

LOCATION: Administration, CUC ROTA

STARTING SALARY: Pay Level 28/01-05
$20,484.60 - $24,889.35 per annum depending on qualifications

Commontoealth Atilities Corporation
JOB VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT I

iT IS THE POLICY OF THE COMMONWEALTH UTILITIES CORPORATION (CUC) THAT THE CUC MERIT HIRING SYSTEM
SHALL BE APPLIED AND ADMINISTERED ACCORDING TOTHE PRINCIPLE OF EQUAL OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL CITIZENS
AND NATIONALS DEFINED BY THE NORTHERN MARIANAS COMMONWEALTH CONSTITUTION AND STATUTES
REGARDLESS OF AGE, RACE, SEX, RELIGION, POLITICAL AFFILIATION OR BELIEF, MARITAL STATUS. HANDICAP OR

MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS: Bachelor’s degree from accredited college or university plus
work experience in highly responsible management position. Data base and word processing
knowledge. Excellent writing skills. Applicants will be tested on computer applications and writing

This announcement closes on July 02, 1998. A pplications are available at the Commonwealth Utilities Corporation
Lower Base, Saipan, the CUC Rota or Tinian office. Copy of diploma and/or
official transcript and recent police clearance must be attached.

Commontoealth Ttilities Corporation
JOB VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT

IT IS THE POLICY OF THE COMMONWEALTH UTILITIES CORPORATION (CUC) THAT THE CUC MERIT HHIRING SYSTEM
SHALL BE APPLIED AND ADMINISTERED ACCORDING TO THE PRINCIPLE OF EQUAL OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL CITIZENS
AND NATIONALS DEFINED BY THE NORTHERN MARIANAS COMMONWEALTH CONSTITUTION AND STATUTES REGARDILESS
OF AGE, RACE. SEX. RELIGION. POLITICAL AFFILIATION OR BELIEF. MARITAL STATUS. HANDICAP OR PIACE OF ORIGIN.

TRADES HELPER (POWER PLANT OPERATOR)

Job Vacancy Announcement No.: 98-034

LOCATION: COMMONWEALTH UTILITIES CORPORATION, SAIPAN

STARTING SALARY: $11,841.97-14,388.82 PER ANNUM
SALARY WILL BE DETERMINED UPON EXPERIENCE AND QUALIFICATIONS.

Opening Date : 06/29/98
Closing Date: 07/13/98

DUTIES: Under the general supervision of the Power Generation Manager or his designee, the incumbent will
assist in: operating Power Plant engines/auxiliary machinery, adjusting/synchronizing instrument panel,
switchboards and other power plant electrical and mechanical equipment, obtammg readings, recording and
maintaining log sheet. Assists in maintaining power plant. Observes and participates in the industrial safety practices
and procedures. Performs other related duties as assigned.

MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS: High School graduate preferred with two (2) years experience in power plant
operation or related field. Copy of diploma or transcript and recent police clearance must be attached to application.

Applications are available at the Commonwealth Utilities Corporation, Lower Base, Saipan, and the CUC Rota and Tinian offices

FAILURE TO PROVIDE THE REQUIRED DOCUMENTS WILL RESULT IN AUTOMATIC DISQUALIFICATIONS.

civilian exchanges and increas-
ing cooperation to open the
North's reclusive communist so-
ciety.

Logbooks and other documents
found in the vessel indicate *“there
were no extra agents who had
infiltrated into the country,” said
Brig. Gen, Park Sung-chun.

An analysls of gunshot wounds
indicated that five of the North
Koreans were killed by the sub’s
captain and the three agents, who
then killed themselves, the De-
fense Ministry said.

In 1996, a larger North Korean
submarine was found stranded
roughly in the same area, touch-
ing off a manhunt that left 24
communist infiltrators and 13
South Koreans dead.

As it did in 1996, North Korea
claimed the latest sub drifted into
South Korean waters after devel-
oping mechanical problems. It ac-
cused Seoul of failing to save the
crew and demanded the return of
the bodies and the vessel.

The South Korean Defense
Ministry said documents in the
sub showed it left Wonsan on the
North’s east coast June 20 and
arrived th:e following day. It de-
veloped mechanical problems and
became entangled on its way
home.

Japan and the United States plan

K/m Dae-jung

research aimed at improving de-
tection of North Korean subma-
rines in the shallow waters around
Japan, the Nihon Keizai Shimbun,
Japan's leading business daily,
reported Monday.

A Japanese Defense Agency
spokesman said officials from the
U.S. Defense Department and its
Japanese counterpart have begun
discussing jointresearch projects,
but refused to provide further de-
tails. ‘

The Korean peninsula was di-
vided into the communist North
and the capitalist South in 1945,
The countries are still technically
at war, since the 1950-53 Korean
War ended in an armistice, not a
peace treaty.

South Korea reports record
current account surplus

SEOUL, South Korea (AP) —
Decreasing imports helped South
Korea post a record $ 4.26 billion
current account surplus in May, its
seventh straight monthly gain, the
Bank of Korea said Monday.

The May surplus compared to a
current account deficit of $ 900 mil-
lion in the same month last year, the
central bark said in a preliminary
report.

The previous record current ac-
count surplus was $ 3.99 billion in
February.

Bunk officials atwibuted the sur-
plus to declining imports of raw ma-
terials and consumer goods because
of the weakening Korean currency,
the won.

The won has lost nearly half of its
value in the past year.

The May suiplus increased South
Korea’s combined current account
surplus in the first five months of the
yearto $ 18.8 billion, compured to a
deficit of $ 9.85 billion in the same
period last year, they said.

The current account measures a
nation’s trade in goods and services
plus certain other capital flows.

Itis a key yardstick for gauging a

SEQUL, South Korea (AP) —
U.S. Treasury Secretary Robert
Rubin will arrive in Seoul Tues-
day for a two-day visit aimed at
assessing South Korea's eco-
nomic situation.

Rubin will meet President
Kim Dae-jung, Finance Migis-
ter Lee Kyu-sung and local busi-
ness leaders, the Ministry of
Finance and Economy said
Monday.

Rubin to visit

nation’s economic health.

“We expect to continue to make
current account surpluses in the com-
ing months as imports continue to
drop sharply,” said Kim Sung-hwan,
a spokesman for the Bank of Korea.

But experts expressed concem
about the nature of the current ac-
count surplus, resulting mainly from
declining imports.

“Imports of raw material, the basis
ofourexports, are decreasing sharply.
The impact was already shown par-
tially last month. It will getbiggerand
bigger,” said Lee Pil-sang, an econo-
mist at Korea University.

Exports in May dropped by 2.6
percent from the same month last
yearto$ I 1.4billion, the firstmonthly
drop since January.

Importsin May fell 37.5 percent to
$ 7.7 billion, mainly because of de-
pressed domestic consumption and
facility investment and falling oil
prices.

That created a $ 3.7 billion rade
surplus in May, the seventh straight
monthly gain, and pushed South
Korea'stotal rade surplus for the first
five months of the year to $ 16.1
billion.

South Korea

Accompanied by his deputy,
David Lipton, Rubin will also
visit the truce village of
Panmunjom inside the demili-
tarized zone separating North
Korea and South Korea, it said.

After accompanying Presi-
dent Clinton on his visit to
China, Rubin is on a tour of
Asia’s economic trouble spots.
including Malaysia and Thai-
land.
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Annan calls for Angola peace

By Nicole Winfield
UNITED NATIONS (AP) —
The United Nations chief
moumned the death of the U.N.
envoy to Angola by urging both
sides Monday to intensify efforts
tocomplete the peace process that
he helped foster.

A charter plane carrying
Alioune Blondin Beye and seven
other people crashed Friday night
eastof Abidjan, Ivory Coast. Five
of the seven were members of the
U.N. observer missionfor Angola;
the other two were pilots, U.N.
officials said.

“Lam sure that all African lead-
ers, as well as the international
community, will join me in this
appeal so that ... Beye will not
have perished in vain,” said Sec-
retary-General Kofi Annan,
speaking in Vienna.

Beye’s death came just days
before the Security Council’s July
1 deadline for the former UNITA
rebels to hand over their strong-
holds to government control.

Failure to do so will result in

sanctions that would freeze
UNITA’s foreign bank accounts
and ban its diamond exports.

The United States’ U.N. am-
bassador, Bili Richardson, said
Monday after the councii niet on
Angola that Beye’s death was a
terrible loss for the peace process.

“I just hope it’s not going to
bring an outbreak of hostilities,"”
Richardson said. “Ithink we have
to redirect our efforts to get both
sides talking again.”

The United Nations has long
complained that UNITA has
stalled in fulfilling terms of the
agreement, signed four years ago
in Lusaka, Zambia, to end the
two-decade civil war. An esti-
mated 500,000 people died be-
fore the peace accord was signed.

Despite the frustration in carry-
ing out the Lusaka accords, the
United Nations should not give
up hope on Angola, said Kenya’s
ambassador, Njuguna Moses
Mahugu.

“What we can do for (Beye) is
now to fulfill what he lived for the

Kofi Annan

last five years — that is, bring
peace in Angola,” he said.

Annan called the Mali-born
Beye “a dedicated and dynamic
peacemaker, and a great son of
Africa whom the Angolans
dubbed ‘the Messiah of Peace.™

The 59-year-old Beye had been
traveling in the region seeking
supportforthe peace process from
African leaders, Annan said.
There was no word Monday on a
possible successor.

Beye, who was married with

By NICOLE WINFIELD
UNITED NATIONS (AP) —
Concemed that children are being
used assoldiersinwarzonesaround
the world, the Security Council on
Monday condemned the arming of
childrenandon Monday demanded
an immediate end to the practice.

In a draft presidential statement,
the 15-membercouncilcondemned
the targeting of children“including
their humiliation, brutalization,
sexual abuse, abduction and forced
displacement and use in hostilities
in violation of international iaw.”

The council’s special meeting,
and atwo-day symposium in Lon-
don last week, were set tolaunch a
campaign by U.N. agencies and
othergroupstoencourage theimple-
mentation of intemational conven-
tions to protect civilians and to
prevent children under 18 from
participating in combat.

“I have a deep fear, a nightmare
scenario, thatwe maybeexposedto
so much that we are in danger of
accepting as normal what in fact
represents aradical departure from

UN holds special session on
children in armed conflict

any acceptable norms,” said the U.N.
envoy for children and armed con-
flict, Olara Otunnu.,

In wars over the last decade, 2
million children have been killed, 1
millionorphaned, 6 million seriously
injured and 10 million left with “‘seri-
ous psychological trauma,” said
Otunnu, aformer Ugandan ambassa-
dor to the United Nations and now a
citizen of the Ivory Coast.

Estimating that a quarter of a mil-
lion children, most of themn Afiican,
are currently armed, Otunnu urged
the council to send a clear message
that the use and abuse of children in
war s “simply unacceptable.”

He urged greater efforts to disarm
child soldiers, treat their physical and
psychological wounds, return dis-
placedkidsand cleartheirhomelands
of land mines, which kill or maim an
estimated 800 children each month.

The presidential statement urged
alfnationstocomply withthe Geneva
Conventiononthe protocolsof armed
conflict, the U.N. Convention on the
Rightsof the Child, and stressed “the
obligation” of nations to prosecute

those whoviolate international hu-
manitarian law.

CostaRica’s U.N. ambassador,
Fernando Berrocal Soto, said the
negotiationsunder way forthe cre-
ationofanintemational war crimes
tribunal were a step in the right
direction for prosecuting such
breaches.

He also suggested the creation
of a universal monitoring system
“to detect possible situations of
armed conflict which might affect
children.”

The issue of child victims de-
serves a prominent place on the
agendas of the entire interna-
tional community, said
Britain’s U.N. ambassador,
John Weston.

“The causalities of modem
armed conflicts are overwhelm-
inglyciviliansratherthansoldiers,”
Westonsaid on behalf of the Buro-
pean Union.

“Among the civilians, women
and children are particularly vul-
nerable and consequently they are
now the principal victims of war.”

UN Security Council has extended,{-f?'
mandate of Cyprus peacekeepers

By NICOLE WINFIELD
UNITED NATIONS (AP) — The
Security Council, concerned about
the “excessive and increasing” num-
berof weaponson Cyprus, decided to
keep U.N. peacekeepersonthe Medi-
terranean island for another six
months.

In a unanimous vote on Monday,
the council approved a resolution
extending the mandate of of the esti-
mated 1,200-memberforceuntil Dec,
31. The mandate, which is regularly
extended, was to have expired at the
end of the month.

The resolution came amid height-
ened tensions on the island following
the visits this month to Cyprus by
Turkish and Greek warplanes in a

show of force.

Cyprus has been divided since a
1974 Turkish invasion sparked by an
abortive coup by supporters of union
with Greece. A breakaway Turkish
Cypriot state in the north is recog-
nized only by Turkey.

Council members are also con-
cemed about the scheduled delivery
later this summer of Russian air de-
fense missiles. Turkey has threatened
military action if Russia goes ahead
and delivers the S-300 surface-to-air
missilestothe Greek Cypriot govern-
ment as scheduled in mid-August.
The missiles could reach targets over
southem Turkey.

Inthe resolution, the council said it
was gravely concemed at*“at the con-

tinuing excessive and increasing lev-
els of military forees and armaments

..and the rate at which they are being
cxpanded upgradedand modemized,
including the introduction of sophis-
ticated weaponry.”

An estimated 1,200 U.N. peace-
keepers patrol the 110-mile (180-
kilometer)**Green Line” between the
two Cypriot communitics.

Inarelatedresolution, the 15-mem-
ber council decried the impasse in
Cyprus peace talks and stated that the
status quo was unacceptable.

It said it welcomed efforts by the
U.N. chief and his advisers “to re-
sume a sustained process of direct
negotiations,” to find a lasting peace
on the island.

four children, had previously
served as Mali's Minister of
Youth, Sports, Arts and Culture
and was its longtime foreign min-
ister. He also was legal counsel to
Mali’s president.

In addition, he has lectured in
public law at Dijon University in
France and was a professor of

Mali’s National Schoot of Ad-
ministration.

UNITA — a Portuguese acro-
nym for the National Union for
the Total Independence of Angola
— fought a civil war for nearly
two decades against the govern-
ment following Angola’s 1975
independence from Portugal.

Call to )rder

Determutation of Quorum
Review and Adoption of Agenda
Review and Adoption of Minutes -
June 1998 MccunF Minutes
Communications from Governor’s
Office & Legislature

A. Gov.mor's Office

B. chrsl.uurc

6. Chairman’s Report

7. Board Administrator's Report

8. Investig sor's Report

T bl —

/s’Manucl M. Pangelinan

Acting Chairman

BOARD OF PROFESSIONAL LICENSING
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands

PUBLIC NOTICE

Pursuant to Pi.. 8-41, Section 11, Governor Pedro P. Tenorio and Lt. Governor Jesus Sablan through the
Board of Profussional Licensing (BPL) are hereby giving notice that it will hold its regular monthly mecting
onTuesday, July 7, 1998 at 10:00AM atthe Board's Office located on the 2nd Floor of the Island Commerecial
Center Building in Gualo Rai, Saipan. Agenda for the board meeting is as follows:

9.

2. Miscellancous Business
. Adjournment of Meeting

Committee Reports

A. Committee on Policy, Rules and
Regulations (M. Pangelinan)

B. Committee on Revisions of the
Quatifications and Criterias for Different
Professions Under the Board's Jurisdiction

(G. Castro)

C. Fees Review Committee (F. Guerrero)

Old Business

A. Applications for Board's Review

New Business

MARIANAS

VISITORS BUREAU

. a. Roll Call
b. Adoption of Agenda

Ill. New Business

0f 1998
b. Requests for Support
IV. Old Business

VI Adjournment

/s/ ANTONIO S. GUERRERO
Chairman
MVB Board of Directors

a. Wrap Up of 1&S Matter
V. Miscellaneous/Announcement

“% PUBLIC NOTICE

Pursuant to Public Law 8-41, Section 11, Governor Pedro P.
Tenorio and Lt. Governor Jesus R. Sablan, through the Marianas
Visitors Bureau, hereby give notice that a special board meet-
ing will be held on Friday, July 3, 1998, at 3:00 p.m., at the MVB
Conference Room, Professional Building in San Jose.

AGENDA

¢.” Adoption of Minutes - May 28, 1998
ll.  Managing Director’s Final Report

a. Public Law No. 11-15 - Marianas Visitors Authority Act

attend.

AGENDA

I Call to Order/Welcome
1. Adoption of Agenda
v, Old Business

1. OVR's Organization
B. Committees

C. SRAC Training
V. New Business

B. OVR Director's Report
C. Misc./Announcements

VI Setting of Next Meeting
VL. Adjournment

(TDD).

/s ANNA YAMADA
Chair

A. OVR Director's Report

1. Reports/Organization

A.  SRAC Members’ Status

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to inform that public that the State Rehabilitation Advisory Council will
hold its general meeting on July 8, 1998 from 1:30 - 3:00 p.m. at the Office of
the Aging conference room in Garapan.

. Review and Adoption of Minutes from the SRAC's First Quarter
Meeting of January 15, 1998

1. State Plan Public Hearings

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act {ADA), individuals who
wish to attend this meeting, but requires accessibility such as large print or
sign language interpreters, must call 664-6537/6538 (voice) or 322-6449

Interested pesons are welcome to
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Floods ebb in Clinton’s path

BELJING (AP) —— Rainy season
landslides and hailstorms have Killed
at least 23 people across China.even
as flood-swollen rivers receded in a
city ULS. President Bill Clinton will
visit, state media reported Monday.
InGuitin.asouth Chinascenicspot
that Clinton will tour Thursday. city
residents mopped up after weeks of
flooding, China Daily reported.
Therainsstranded 800.000people,
lettmore than 200000 homeless and

killed dozensof people™ inthe Guilin
arca over the past few weeks, the
report said.

The damage had raised specula-
tion Clinton might have tocancel the
visit.

At least 390 people have died this
year in floods triggered by unusually
heavy and early torrential rains.

In eastern Zhejiang province’s
Maoyang village, rains sent 5,000
square meters (55,000 square feet) of

rock and mud tumbling from a hill-
side on June 22, the Legal Daily
reported.

The landslide swept away 14
homes, killing 16 people and leaving
seven others missing.

Heavy winds and hailstones, some
weighing as much as 3 kilograms (6
pounds) killed six people and injured
157 others around central Henan
province’s Anyang city on June 21,
Sunday’s Yangcheng Evening News

LOS ANGELES (AP) — A
former senior Communist Party
official who was jailed for op-
posing the 1989 Tiannmen
Square crackdown said security
officials have told him not to
speak to journalists during Presi-
dent Clinton’s visit to China.
Buao Tong, who was chief of

Chinese dissident speaks out

staff to former Communist Party
Secretary Zhao Ziyang, said offi-
cials came to his home Sunday to
issue the warning one day after
Clinton and his Chinese counter-
part held a joint news conference
in which they talked about free
speech in China and the
government s use of force in 1989.

“I was told by the police 1
have to refuse to give any inter-
view to any foreign journal-
ists,” Bao said. “They stayed in
my house for two hours.”

Bao decided to disregard the
threats and spoke with the Los
Angeles Times in a 75-minute

Continued on page 20

av-4

Bill Clinton

reported.

The storm flattened more than
30,000 structures and uprooted more
than 10,000 electricity poles.

Although flood waters reportedly
were retreating in southern
Guangdong province, which borders
Hong Kong, flooding still blocked
traffic on the main rail trunk between
Beijing and Guangdong’s provincial
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At the comer of Beach Road &
Chalan Mnsr. Guerrero in San Jose.

capital, Guangzhou, ChinaDaily said.

To prevent flood waters from
sweeping away a key bridge along
the line, engineers had towed a *‘spe-
cially weighted™ train onto the line.

Medical workers were working to
prevent possible flood-related epi-
demics, as rescue operations contin-
ued in other flood stricken regions,
the report said.

Chelsea tQﬁfS -

Beijingon
‘arickshaw

By Terence Hunt
BEILJING (AP) —On the crowded
streets of this sweltering capital,
Chelsea Clinton rode in a rickshaw
on a sightseeing adventure Monday
away from Mom and Dad.

Hillary Rodham Clinton was
spending time with her own mother,
an unofficial member of the Clinton
delegation.

And President Clinton was being
challenged by university students
about his criticism of China’s human
rights and arms sales to Taiwan,

Chelsea is no stranger to unusual
modes of travel.

She’s ridden atop camels and el-
ephants with Mom on foreign trips
andbehind the armored walls of presi-
dential limousines with Dad. Herrick-
shaw outing was revealed by press
secretary Mike McCurry, who de-
clined to provide any details.

Certainly, though, the Chinesegov-
emment—and SecretService agents
— made sure that Chelsea didn’t
sufferthrough the massive traffic jam
that ensnarled much of downtown
Beijingasauthorities shutdownstueets
in preparation for the Clintons’ de-
parture for a flight to Shanghai.

Alltogetheragainbefore theirflight,
the Clintons played cards and board
games with friends and aides and got
alittle rest at their government guest
house, McCurry related.

The press secretary had his own
adventure to relate.

Out for some last-minute shop-
ping, McCurry tried to catch up with
the presidential entourage at its final
stop at the U.S. Embassy. By that
time, though, security officials had
scaled off the arca and refused to let
McCurry’s vehicle through.

There were frantic walkie-talkie
conversations as White House han-
dlers around the city tried to come up
with ideas to rescue the press secre-
tary. The answercame whenavolun-
teer with McCunry flagged down a
pedicab, bundled the press secretary
into it, jumped in hersell and in-
structed the driver to pedal off.

A pedicab, amore modem version
of the rickshaw, is a three-wheeled
vehicle pedaled by a driver with a
two-person seat for passengers.

McCurry said he felt like *“a visit-
ing imperial potentate™ being trans-
ported through the strects and alleys
of Beijing on a 20-minute ride.

McCurry was safely delivered to
theembassy and the driver was hand-
somely rewarded, the press secretary
said.““Thedriverprobably wenthome
and retired for the rest of the day,”
McCurry said.

Clinton, his Cabinet summit trav-
clers and staff stayed at a Chinese
government  guest complex,
Diaoyutai, during their three nights in
Beijing.
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115 adrift for days, rescued

By Hamza Hendawi
NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) — Af-
ter drifting for days aboard a
small wooden boat in the Medi-
terranean, 115 people were res-
cued Monday by Cypriot offi-
cials. Two passengers report-
edly died of thirst and were
thrown overboard.

The Syrian ship was towed
into the southern port of
Limassol. Ten people, includ-
ing two children, were hospital-
ized for dehydration and expo-
sure, a hospital official said on

customary condition of anonym-
ity.

Two African passengers died
of thirst and were thrown over-
board, Suheib Anwar Saleh, a
25-year-old Iraqi passenger,
told The Associated Press.

A police statement later iden-
tified one of the dead passen-
gers as 23-year-old Okin
Nbasong from the Democratic
Republic of Congo.

The Rita Allah, with acrew of
six, was officially headed for
Libya, but Saleh said passen-

gers were destined for Crete or
Italy and paid as much as $2,400
for the journey.

Cyprus has become a transit
point for illegal immigrants
from poor Middle Eastern coun-
tries seeking a better life in Eu-
rope. :

“It was such a small boat and
it developed mechanical prob-
lems twice,” Saleh said by phone
from a hotel in Limassol where
the crew and passengers were
being held.

“We were awake day and

Israeli president: Early polls

JERUSALEM (AP) — In ap-
parent frustration over the dead-
lock in Mideast peacemaking,
President Ezer Weizman on
Monday urged Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu to call
early elections.

Weizman’sroleis largely cer-
emonial.

However, the president is very
popular, and his statements
carry great moral weight.

The next general elections are
to be held in 2000.

Last week, the president ex-
pressed frustration over the
stalled negotiations between Is-
rael and the Palestinians on the
scope of a troop withdrawal

By Selcan Hacaogiu
CEYHAN, Turkey (AP) —
The earth shook, the building
swayed and the ceiling crashed
down on seven members of the
Guvercin family. The only sur-
vivor was |l-year-old Sercan,
buried under rubble for 24 hours.

“I heard the rescue workers,
but [ had no hope left,” the boy
said Monday from a hospital
stretcher in this southern Turk-
ish city.

Sercan, rescued Sunday, was
unaware that his parents, two
brothers and grandparents were
among the 129 people killed in
the earthquake Saturday in
southern Turkey.

To spare him the shock, the
boy’srelatives told him his fam-

from the occupied West Bank.

Weizman reportedly com-
plained at the time that he had
been misled by.Netanyahu, with
the prime minister having as-
sured him agreement on a troop
withdrawal was imminent.

Netanyahu, in turn, began
floating the idea of a referen-
dum on a pullback of troops
from the territory, which Is-
rael seized from Jordan in the
1967 Mideast war.

However, the proposal faded
from the headlines several
days ago after it became ap-
parent that Netanyahu would
not have a majority in parlia-
ment for preparatory legisla-

‘Turkey quake death toll: 129

ily members survived and are
being treated elsewhere.

Atleast five multistory apart-
ment buildings collapsed here,
trapping scores of people. After
two days of searching, few are
believed to be alive. Seventeen
more bodies were found Mon-
day.

More than 70 tremors have
hit the region since Saturday,
and many residents were still
sleeping outdoors for fear of
aftershooks.

Before the quake, Sercan, who
suffered a broken right leg and
badly bruised chest, was visit-
ing his grandparents, and his
family wasready toreturnhome
to Iskendurun, about 55 miles
east of Ceyhan.

tion.

With Netanyahu backing off
a referendum, another gauge of
public opinion is needed,
Weizman said Monday.

*“If he does not conduct a ref-
erendum, in my opinion the next
solutionneeds to be elections,”
Weizman said.

“The sooner we go to elec-
tions the sooner we will know
what the public thinks.”

Opinion polls have sug-
gested that two-thirds of Israe-
lis support a U.S. plan for an
Israeli troop pullback from 13
percent of the West Bank.

The Palestinians have already
accepted the offer.

“It started to rock slowly at
the beginning,” Sercan said ina
whisper. *I ran to the corridor
and the ceiling collapsed sec-
onds after a great tremor.”

Another survivor, Hatice
Eker, a 45-year-old retired
teacher, was rescued Monday
from under the same building.

“*Tam fine but I feel pain in my
feet,”” Eker was quoted as saying
by her husband, Ziya Eker, who
joined the rescue workers in try-
ing to extract her. The couple’s
20-year-old daughter was still
missing in the debris.

Ceyhan and nearby Adana
were hardest-hit by the 6.3 mag-
nitude quake that injured as
many as 1,500 people, officials
said.

Number . ..
Continued from page 2

gender.
The Labor Ministry said on Tues-
day that the ratio of job offers to job

seekers, an indicator of demand for
labor, deteriorated to 0.53 in May
from (.55 in April.

The ratio shows that only 53 jobs
were being offered for every 100
workersseekingemployment. A year
ago, the overall job offers ratio was

0.73.

Japan'sunemploymentrate would
be significantly higher if calculated
by U.S. and European standards. The
nationcountsanyone whohas worked
one hour or more in the month sur-
veyed as fully employed.

Japan. ..
Continued from page 2

signed to use Japan’s expertisc in
atmospheric and space plasma
research to compliment data col-
lected from U.S. probes, such as
the Mars Global Surveyor cur-

rently mapping the planet’s sur-
face.

Photographsfromthe MarsGlobal
Surveyor last month showed a dark
patch at the bottom of a crater that
could be ice — the latest

cvidence the frigid planetmay once
have been warm enough to sustain
life.

Japan’s next planned missions
include a robot probe in 2002 to
bring back rock samples from one of
the solarsystem’s thousands of aster-
oids.

Matogawa said Japan's next visit
toanalien planet willlikely be aprobe
to Mercury launchedearly inthe next
millennium.

Read with your child everyday.

night.”

The ship had left the northern
Lebanese port of Tripoli onJune
18 and was believed to have
been drifting for days before it
was spotted off the coast of
Cyprus, ‘a police spokesman
said.

The passengers came from
Egypt, Syria, Iraq, Sierra Leone,
Lebanon, Sudan, Rwanda and
Congo, the spokesman said, also
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on customary anonymity.

He said there was no food or
water on the ship when it was
found.

The ship’s Syrian captain,
Mohammed Mustafa, was or-
dered detained by a Limassol
court on suspicion of causing
death through negligence and
transporting passengers on an
unsafe vessel. He has not been
charged.
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Ayuyu ...

Continued from page 6

to make people see MVA in that
different a light from MVB.”

“Secondly, the word “authority’
carries with it an image of a bureau-
cratic entity or a rigid governmental
agency.” Wiseman said.

He added that changing the
agency’s name would mean addi-

tional expenses for the government
since stationeries, business cards,
signages, websites, permits, leases
and others will have to be changed.

“If MVB’s name is changed,
this will require that a substantial
amount of funds be expended.
Contracts may need to be
amended. The cost will be sub-
stantial and time consuming,” he
stressed.

Independent . . .

Continued from page 7

the private sector.

The Challenger used to be under
the supervision of the Department of
Lands and Natural Resources
(DLNR) to which the Division of
Fish and Wildlife is a part of.

ItwashowevertransferredtoEMO
at the height of the search and rescue
operationdone duringaJanuary 1997
sea tragedy involving four people

who were lost at sea. The four were
believed to have died after their
Bayliner was smashed against sharp
rocks lining up the Tinian coastline.

The Challenger has not been re-
tumed to DLNR since.

Asked if the department will be
taking the vessel back, Seman said
they willonly dosoifitiscompletely
repaired.

And pressed if the department will
be chipping inafund forthe repair, he
replied: “We don’tuseit, why should
we pay for it?”

CNMI .

Continued from page 7

“Everybody had something to say
against the listing and they were
all well said,” he added.

Proposals fromihe federal govern-
menttoclassify the fruit bat as threat-
ened stemmed from concems the
noctumal creature 'snumberhasbeen
continuously dwindling over the
VEUrs,

This. despite 1 moratorium on the

hunting and consumptionofthe fanihi
which was put in place by the com-
monwealth government in 1977.

Listing the fruitbatas*threatened”
will give the federal government
enough leeway to implement stiffer
penalties against poachers.

Local interest groups, citing the
indigenous population’s culture
which has accepted fruit bat con-
sumption as part of its norm, ex-
pressed concemns delisting it could
take longer than the necessary time.

DOI.

Continued from page 3

burracks, abortion clinics, karaoke
bars, massage parlors and clubs.™

Among the findings of the report:

+The numberofillegal aliensinthe
CNMI is increasing—1.500
Bangladeshis, 7.000t0 10,000 Filipi-
nos and more than 1,000 Chinese.

+ Aliens in the CNMI continue to
be victimized by fraudulent recruit-
ment practices, substandard living
conditions.severe malnutrition, health
problems and “unprovoked acts of
violence...thatarenotbeingaddressed

by an ineffective CNMI labor and
immigration system.”

+» Underaged Filipino or Chinese
waitressesare being forcedtowork as
bar girls, strippers and prostitutes.

» Forced abortions involving Chi-
nese garment workers.

* The use of the CNMI as a trans-
shipment point for shipments of par-
tially finished, finished and cut gar-
ments imported into the CNMI from
Asia before exporting to the main-
land US as products from the North-
em Marianas.

Stayman said the US Customs
Servicesiscurrently investigating this
allegations of wransshipment.

Self .

Continued from page 3

the Federal government.

“The Executive Branch is equally
opposed to a process that would pro-
vide forGuam’s decolonizationeven
if all registered voters in Guam par-
ticipated.”™ he said.

In the final analysis, the Executive
Branch opposed u meaningful pro-
cesswhereby Guam’s future political
status is determined by the political
group identifed in the Treaty of Ces-
sation,

The Executive Branch of the admin-
istering Power appears equally op-
posed to any process for

decolonization {even if one opened
uptoall whohave beenadmitted into
Guam under U.S. law).
Howard’sstatementtothe U.N. semi-
nar reflected similar concerns, espe-
cially the argument that self determi-
nation on Guam should be voted on
by Chamortos since they are the party
whohave been colonized. This senti-
ment was expressed at yesterday’s
meeting. )

Howard’s statement also voiced con-
cemsthat the demographics of Guam
have changed dramatically due to
immigration and that Chamorros on
Guam are being alienated from con-
trol over “‘internal political processes
and resources.”
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Estrada .

Continued from page 1

among the country’s many poor
during several decades asan actor
in B movies, playing tough guys
who stood up against injustice.
He parlayed his popularity into
a successful political career, first
as mayor of a Manila suburb, then
as a senator and vice president.
He won the May 11 polls by
one of the largest margins ever in
a free Philippine election. The
polls were also among the Philip-
pines’ most peaceful, although at
least 45 people were killed.
Many in the traditional Philip-
pine elite have looked askance at
Estrada, considering him an

undereducated buffoon with little
ability to lead the country’s
economy through the murky wa-
tersof Asia’sdevastating currency
crisis.

Estrada freely admits little pro-
ficiency ineconomics and says he
will depend on a stable of 30
economic advisers who range
from leftist academics to conser-
vative bankers.

He also openly acknowledges a
history of womanizing, heavy
drinking and gambling, but in-
sists he now has givenup all vices
— including cigarette smoking,
which he quit several weeks ago.

His landslide victory prompted
many to predict a long political
“honeymoon” as president. But

in addition to the divisive deci-
sion to allow Marcos’ burial,
Estrada also has taken on much of
the Philippine Congress with a
pledge to eliminate “‘pork barrel”
funds often misused by congress-
men.

All three unions at beleaguered
Philippine Airlines — owned by
an important Estrada backer —
also plan a demonstration
Wednesday

demanding that Estrada take ac-
tion inresponse to the carrier’s recent
massive layoffs.

AndEstradafacesarevoltfromthe
popularhead of the Subic Bay special
economic zone, who refuses to step
down after being fired by the new
president over personal differences.

Cing .
Continued from page 1

mercial developmenttohelp gov-
emment defray the costs of put-
ting up the additional infrastruc-
ture the project would require.

Cing, in his letter to DPW, said
he “would like to know under
what authority, and into what ac-
count (the $730,000) was paid as
itis the Tinian legislative delega-
tion that is legally charged with
appropriating the monies from the
developer’s tax for any projects
based on Tinian.”

In addition, Cing said he wants
to know “if either the Tinian
mayor's office or the Tinian leg-
islative delegation (were) in-
volved in any discussion regard-
ing the use of this money, and if
not, who decided what project it
was to be used for.”

Further, “I would like to know
ifa(requestfor proposals, orRFP)
was issued for the project, and if
not, how did...the contractor (was
selected).”

The chairof the Senate Committee
on Executive Appointments and
Govemmental Investigation (EAGI),

WWII

Continued from page 12

Hubbard expressed dismay at the
state of American war monuments
on Guadalcanal.

He said the monuments have

been neglected with litters all
around them.

Brigadier General Hubbard said
the United States Battle Monu-
ments Committee will liaise with
the local World War Two Histori-
cal Sites Committee for the main-
tenance of the sites.

Chinese

Continued from page 18

telephone conversation Sunday in
Beijing. Areportonthe interview
was published Monday.

“The prasident (Clinton) enjoys,
freedom of speech,” Baoquipped,
referring to Clinton’s frank ex-

changes with Chinese President
Jiang Zemin that were aired on
Chinese television Saturday. Chi-
nese people, however, are not af-
forded the same freedom, he said.

Bao said Jiang saw the news
conference as an opportunity to
stand up to the American presi-
dent and demonstrate his own
strength.

99 Ford

Continued from page 9

placed with anti-scuff trim panel-
ing.

Brakes and brake packages also
will be improved for the 1999 F-
Series. XLT and Lariat models
will include four-wheel anti-lock
brakes (ABS).

Four-wheel ABS continues to be
an option on the XL trim and Work
Series packages.

Onallbrakes, ground rotors will
be replaced with tumed rotors,
providing tighter tolerance and
more refinement.

In addition, the F-250 dual dia-
phragm vacuum booster is now
standard on the F-150.

Four new exterior metallic col-
orsareadded - Amazon green, deep
wedgewood blue, harvest gold and
medium toreador- as are two new
interior colors- dark graphite and
dark denim blue.

Guam
Continued from page 8

clinics accept Public Health pa-
tients even though the fees they
are allowed to charge are not
comparable with what they can
earn through private insurance
companies. Solidum elaborates,
“We are not at par with private
insurance providers. We can’t
compete with them and we donit
try to. At the same time, we want
to reimburse more than we have
beenabletointhe lasteight yeuars.”

Solidum stated that the ma-
jority of clients that utilize Pub-

lic Health’s healthcare services
are young mothers with chil-
dren. Lately, she says, they have
seen an influx of clients from the
FSM who are eligible for ser-
vices. “We have a heavy case
load,” she adds.

The proposal willnow goto the
Attorney General's office where
it will go through the process of
being approved by the legisla-
ture. Solidum says that there
has not been opposition to in-
creasing payments to private
providers in the past and she
expects a positive response in
about three months.

Cing said “there seem to be anumber
of irregularities...regarding the ap-
propriation of funds (that) fall exclu-
sively under the jurisdiction of the
Tinian legislative delegation.”

Cing, in an interview yesterday,
said the decision on what to do with
the $730,000 was made by the ad-
ministration of Gov. Pedro P.
Tenorio’s predecessor.

“But I want to know who, in par-
ticular, made the decision, and where
are all the documents about this is-
sue,” he said.

It was Cing's committee that
spearheaded a series of oversight
hearings and investigation on the
alleged misspending of public
funds committed by then mem-
bers and officials of the Tinian
Casino Gambling and Control
Commission (TCGCC).

His committee’s findings,
which were based on the findings
of the Office of the Public Audi-
tor (OPA), have been submitted
to Tinian’s new mayor, Frank Borja,
early this year.

Garment

Continued from page 1

of the Legislature’s leadership,
he said, is to push for the passage
of a bill that would call for a 5
percent reduction of the number
of alien workers in the garment
industry every other year.

The reduction would begin two
years after the bill’s enactment
into law.

At the same time, Benavente
said SGMA members, during the
meeting, mentioned that there are
several pending applications for
garment licenses.

The applications were filed dur-
ing the administration of then
governor Froilan C. Tenorio.

Citing the law that restricts the
number of garment factories in
the CNMI, Benavente said the
applications should not have been
processed.

“lTunderstand,” he added, “that
there’s an ongoing investigation
on the former administration’s
possible violation of the law.”

Meanwhile, the House of Rep-
resentatives will have an all-day
session tomorrow to discuss pri-
ority legislation, among them the
Senate bills that would create a
wage review board and reduce
the number of garment workers.

SAVE WATER
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Job Vacancy
~Ann_ouncement.

01 SALES CLERK-Salary:$3.05 per
hour

Contact: MR. BIDENCIO C. AMADO
dba Amado’s Diving Fish Mart. Tel. 256-
0221(7/1)W26980

01 CEMENT,MASON-Salary:$3.05-
3.25 per hour

Contact: SAIHON DEVELOPMENT,
INC. Tel. 234-6832(7/1)W72829

01 FRONT DESK CLERK-Salary:$3.05-
3.80 per hour

Contact: MODERN INVESTMENT, INC.
dba Saipan Ocean View Hotel Tel. 234-
6832(7/1)W72830

02 FRONT DESK CLERK-Salary:$3.05-
3.55 per hour

Contact: PACIFIC MICRONESIA COR-
PORATION dba Dai-ichi Tel. 234-
6412(7/1)W72827

01 SHIPPING AND RECEIVING SU-
PERVISOR-Salary:$3.05-4.00 per hour
Contact: SAIPAN SHIPPING COM-
PANY, INC. Tel. 322-3858(7/1)W26969
04 HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATOR-
Salary:$4.00 per hour

Contact: BIRD ISLAND DEVELOP-
MENT INC. Tel. 235-6888(7/1)W26970

02 TOUR COUNSELOR-Sal-
ary:$1,300.00-1,740.00 per month

Gas allowance $50.00/month

Housing allowance $450.00/month

01 RESERVATION CLERK-Sal-
ary:$6.40 per hour

Gas allowance $50.00/month

Contact: PACIFIC DEVELOPMENT,
INC Tel 322- 8876(7/1)W26971

05 SEWING MACHINE OPTR.-Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: JIN APPAREL, INC. Tel. 234-
3252(7/1)W26972

01 CIVIL DRAFTER-Salary:$8.01 per
hour

01 DRAFT WORKER-Salary:55.25 per
hour

Contact: HENRY K. PANGELINAN &
ASSOCIATES, INC. Tel. 234-5236(7/
1)W26973

01 ACCOUNTANT Salary 85 00 per
hour

Contact: SNE SAIPAN CO., LTD. Tel.
235-1799(7/1)W26974

01 COOK-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: JOSE J. NELSON dba Joenels
Auto Shop (7/8)W27067

01 INSTRUCTOR(SPORTS) Sal-
ary:$1,500.00 per month

Contact: PRO-DIVE SAIPAN, INC. Tel.
322 1277(7/8)W27069

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary: 85 00 per
hour

Contact: TARO SUE CORPORATION
Tel. 234-5416(7/8)W27062

08 PAINTER-Salary:$3.05 per hour

01 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT-Sal-
ary:$3.50 per hour

17 CARPENTER-Salary:53.05 per hour
01 ELECTRICIAN-Salary:$3.05 per
hour

09 STEEL WORKER-Salary:$3.05 per
hour

18 CEMENT MASON-Salary:$3.05 per
hour

Contact: E.C. GOZUM & CO., INC. Tel.
256-0331(7/8)W27064

01 CARPENTER-Salary:$3.05-3.25 per
hour

Contact: D&S CONSTRUCTION, INC.
Tel. 234-397(7/8)W27077

01 SALES CLERK-Salary:$3.05 per
hour

Conlact: MONIKA STAFFLER dba
Monika's Gallerie Tel. 233-4402(7/
8)W2a7078

01 HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATOR-
Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: T & T CORPORATION Tel.
235-8211(7/1)W26976

01 CASHIER-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: SAIPAN DOLPHIN CORPO-
RATION dba Dolphin Wholesale Tel.
234-6067(7/1)W26975

01 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT-Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: X-CORPORATION Tel, 233-
0691(7/1)W26977

01 FREIGHT CLERK-Salary:$5.00 per
hour

Contact: AMBYTH SHIPPING
MICRONESIA, INC. dba Intermodal
Freight Forwarder Tel. 322-0970(7/
1)W72809

01 TEACHER AIDE |-Salary:$1,040.00
per month

Contact: SAIPAN INTERNATIONAL
SCHOOL Tel. 288-9660(7/1)W26967
01 SECURITY GUARD-Salary:$3.05
per hour

01 FRONT DESK CLERK-Salary:$4.00
per hour

01 GARDENER-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: CAMACHO INVESTMENT
CORPORATION dba Summer Holiday
Hotel Tel. 234- 3182(7/1)W26962

01 SEWER, HAND-Salary:$3.05 per
hour

Contact: SAIPAN ART & ELECTRO,
INC. Tel. 235-7218(7/1)W26963

01 COMMERCIAL CLEANER-Sal-
ary:$3.10 per hour

01 HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATOR-
Salary:$3.35 per hour

Contact: MARIANAS REPAIRS COM-
PANY INC. Tel. 234- 9083(7/1)W26965

01 AUDITOR-Salary:$13.94 per hour
01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$9.62 per
hour

Contact: DELOITTE & TOUCHE Tel.
322-7337(7/11)W72823

01 SYSTEM PROGRAMMER-Sal-
ary:53.65 per hour

01 SIGN WRITER/PRINTER-Sal-
ary:$3.50-3.65 per hour

01 STENOGRAPHER-Salary:$3.50 per
hour

01 TECHNICIAN/MECHANIC-Sal-
ary:5750.00 per month

01 TECHNICIAN, COMPUTER- Sal-
ary:$3.65 per hour

Contact: YOUNIS ART STUDIO, INC.
dba Marianas Variety News & Views Tel.
234-6341(7/1)W72846

01 ELECTRONIC TECHNICIAN-Sal-
ary:54.00-5.00 per hour

Contact: PEARL CORPORATION Tel.
233-8999(7/1)W26981

01 MECHANICAL DRAFTER-Sal-
ary:$1,550.00-1,650.00 per month
Contact: EMC? MECHANICAL, INC.
(CNMI) Tel. 322-3532(7/1)W26979

01 SUPERVISOR FOOD SERVICE-
Salary:$5.00 per hour

Contact: MARCELO ADUCA dba
Supana Hong Thai Rest. Tel. 323-
2770(7/8)W27071

01 ELECTRICIAN MAINTENANCE-
Salary:$4.00-5.50 per hour

01 ADMINISTRATIVE ASST.-Sal-
ary:53.05-4.00 per hour

Contact: L & W AMUSEMENT CORP.
Tel. 234-8864(7/8)W27070

01 MANAGER-Salary:$3.05 per hour
01 COMMERCIAL CLEANER-Sal-
ary:53.05 per hour

Contact: DOUBLE "B ENTERPRISES,
INC. Tel. 234-9045(7/8)W27065

01 REGISTERED NURSE-Sal-
ary:51,000.00 per month

Contact: TONY STEARNS, M.D. dba
Marianas Medical Center Tel. 234-
3926(7/8)W27066

01 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT-Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: VICENTE H. SABLAN dba
Golden Promotions Tel. 235-1004(7/
8)W27068

Classified Ads
FIRST

01 SECURITY GUARD-Salary:$3.05
per hour

Contact: SUSANA T. MAFNAS dba
Traveller's Lodge & Apartelle Tel. 235-
5121(7/8)W27079

01 ELECTRONIC TECHNICIAN-Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: PACIFIC AMUSEMENT Tel.
233-4397(7/8)W27076

01 TOUR GUIDE-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: MIDWEST TRADING COR-
PORATION Tel. 235-8752(7/8)W27072

01 RENTAL CAR AGENT-Salary:$3.05
per hour

Contact: MARIANAS RENTAL CORPO-
RATION Tel. 234- 8338(7/8)W27074

01 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT- Sal-
ary:53.05 per hour

Contact: FLORENCIA M. PABLO dba
R&F Enterprises Tel. 235-2396(7/
8)W27073

01 STORE CLERK- Salary 83 05 per
hour

Contact: GENG BIAO CORPORATION
dba Geng Biao Store (7/8)W27085

01 PRODUCTION MANAGER-Sal-
ary:$3,591.82 per month

Contact: HANSAE (SPN), INC. Tel. 234-
1501(7/8)W27083

02 REF. & AIRCON TECHNICIAN-Sal-
ary:53.05 per hour
Contact: JAMES P. REYES JR. dba
Erik’'s Ref. & Aircon Shop Tel. 235-
7093(7/8)W27081

01 BLDG. MAINTENANCE REPAlRER-
Salary:$3.05 per hour

01 STORE ASST. MANAGER-Sal-
ary:$750.00 per month

Contact: J'S MALOTTE CORPORA-
TION dba Char's Thrifty Mart Tel. 235-
7093(7/8)W27082

01 PARALEGAL- Salary 82 250. OO per
month

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:54.50 per
hour

Contact: BRIAN W. McMAHON dba Law
Offices of Brian W. McMahon Tel. 234-
9314(7/8)W73016

01 CASHIER-Salary:$3.05-4.00 per
hour

Contact: MODERN OFFICE FURNI-
TURE & SUPPLIES, INC. (7/8)W73005

01ASST. BEAUTICIAN-Salary: 8634 40
per month

Contact: MECHILLE CORPORATION
dba Tongyang Carpet & BIF Furniture
Tel. 234-3352(7/8)W73017

01 OFFICE MANAGER -Salary: 83 05
per hour

01 GENERAL MANAGER-Sal-
ary:51,000.00 per month

Contact: ARIRANG ENTERPRISES
dba Arirang Restaurant Tel. 233-6660(7/
6)T27034

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary: $750.00-
1,800 per month plus $325.00 housing
allowance

Contact: SAIPAN SUNSET CRUISE Tel.
234-8230(7/15)W73166

02 MAIL CARRIER-Salary: $3.75-4.00
per hour

Contact: J&JEV ENTERPRISES, INC.
Tel. 256-9483(7/15)W27155

01 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT-Sal-
ary: $650.00 per month

01 MAINTENANCE REPAIR-Salary:
$3.05 per hour

Contact: ASIA PACIFIC OVERSEAS,
INC. dba BJ Marine & Tour Services Tel.
235-5219(7/15)W27158

02 CUTTER (MACHINE)-Salary: $3.05
per hour

06 SEWING MACHINE OPERATOR-
Salary: $3.05 per hour

Contact: JIN APPAREL, INC. Tel. 234-
3252(7/15)W27159

01 ASST. SALES MANAGER-Salary:

$800.00 per month
02 DEPT. SUPERVISOR-Salary: $3.05
per hour
Contact: ROYAL ACE, INC. Tel. 234-
2213(7/15)W27161

AR AR AT

01 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT-Sal-
ary:$2,050.00 per month

Plus Commission

Contact: MICRONESIAN APPRAISAL
ASSOCIATES SAIPAN, INC. Tel. 233-
8601(7/9)Th27093

01 SUPERVISOR-MECHANIC MAIN-
TENANCE-Salary: $1,630.00 per month
plus $450.00 per month housing allow-
ance

01 COMMERCIAL CLEANER-Salary:
$3.75 per hour

02 SPORTS INSTRUCTOR-Salary:
$1,220.00 per month plus $450.00 per
month housing allowance/$50.00 gaso-
line allowance. ]

01 ACCOUNTANT-Saiary: $6.04 per

“hour plus gas allowance $50.00 per

month

03 TRAVEL COUNSELOR-Salary:
$1,200-1,300 per month plus $50.00
gas allowance per month

01 TRAVEL COUNSELOR-Salary:
$6.35 per hour plus $50.00 gas aliow-
ance per menth

Contact: PACIFIC DEVELOPMENT,
INC. Tel. 322-8876(7/15)W27160

01 HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATOR-
Salary: $3.30 per hour

02 CEMENT MASON-Salary: $3.05 per
hour

01 CONSTRUCTION WORKER-Sal-
ary: $3.05 per hour

01 CARPENTER-Salary: $3.05 per hour
01 ELECTRICAL ENGINEER-Salary:
$850.00 per month

02 HEAVY EQUIPMENT MECHANIC-
Salary: $3.10/3.20 per hour

01 CHIEF MECHANIC-Salary: $3.50
per hour

01 CONSTRUCTION HELPER-Salary:
$3.05 per hour

Contact: PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
CORP. Tel. 235-5086(7/15)W27162

01 AUTO ELECTRICIAN-Salary: $4.00-
5.00 per hour

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary: $800.00 per
month

Contact: KANG CORPORATION dba
Kang Auto Supply Tel. 288-9366(7/
15)W27163

01 GENEFAL MANAGER-Salary:
$1,500.00 per month

Contact: HAN HO CORPORATION dba
Han Ho Building Tel. 234-1878(7/
15)W27167

01 COMMERCIAL CLEANER-Salary:
$3.05

Contact: MARTINE A. MANGLONA dba
Catering Services Tel. 235-8436(7/
15)W27168

01 MECHANIC, AIRCONDITION-Sal-
ary: $6.00-7 00 per hour

Contact: LSG LUFTHANSA SERVICE
SPN., INC. Tel. 234-8258(7/15)W27 169

01 WAITRESS-Saiary: $3.05 per hour
01 COOK-Salary: $3.05 per hour
Contact: SENTINEL BBC DEVELOP-
MENT CO. dba Pinoy Special Fastfood
Bar & Karaoke Tel. 234-6010(7/
15)W27170

" 01 ELECTRONIC TECHNICIAN-Sal-

ary: $4.50 per hour
Contact: IT & E OVERSEAS, INC. Tel.
234-8521(7/15)W73172

03 WAITER, HEAD-Salary:S3. 50 5.50
per hour

Contact: DIAMOND HOTEL CO., LTD.
dba Saipar Diamond Hotel Tel. 234-
5900(7/15)W73176

APARTMENT FOR RENT

Two Bedroom, One Comfort Raom

24 hrs. water, Fully Furnished,

Back-Up Gene~ator, One Aircon 19,0008TU
Office: Bldg ho. 6, Hauyum Ltd/Janlor Inc
Contact: Tel. 822-3793/34 Greg or Rudy

APARTMENT FOR RENT

$600.00/month *Fully Fumished *24 hrs. water
*Swimming Pool *Restaurant *Quiet Place
Located in China Town
Contact: 233-4378-anytime

" BUCKLE-UP

(1) Apartment Unit Available
Location: Garapan
2 Bedroom, 1 Bath, Fully Furnished wiAircon,
24 hrs, water, Laundry facilities available
For more information:
Please contact Evelyn at Tel, 322-9240, 6469

In the Superior Court of the
Commonwealth of the
Northern Mariana Islands

In the Matter of the Estate of
LORENZA NATIVIDAD ADA
TORRES (uka LORENZA TORRES
DUENAS).

Deceased.

CIVIL ACTION NO. 95-664B
TO: LUCINDA D. TENORIO

Please ke notice that the Petition of
Lucinda D. Tenorio seeking 1o appoint
herself as administrator of the Estate of
Lorenza Natividad Ada Torres, deceased.
has been set for hearing before the Supe-
rior Court of the Commonwealth of the
Northern Mariana Islands, Saipan. Com-
monwealth of the Northern Mariana [s-
lands. on the 28th day of July, 1998 at the
hour ot 1:30 p.m. or as soon thereafter as
counsel can be heard.

Any person who has any objection to this
petition may file his or her objection with
the Superior Court of the Commonwealth
of the Northern Mariana Islands at any
time before the hearing, or may appear at
the time set for hearing to present such
objection or interest in the above-captioned
matter.

Dated: June 23, 1998,
Carlsmith Ball Wichman Case & Ichiki
By: »s/ Juliana C. Sandvold

Attomey for the Petitioner, Lucinda D.
Tenorio

WANTED

LOCAL HIRE WITH
JAPANESE SPEAKING
(AND/ORWRITING SKILLS

PART TIME/GOOD PAY!

CALL: 322-7754/7753

FOR SALE

1985 FORD VAN
Has New Tires, Good AC, God Body Conditior,
Color Gray with Radio and can seat 11 person.
Asking price $6,500.00 or a trade for a 4-Door
Automobile Equal Value.

Call: 256-6000

FOR SALE

55 GAL. DRUM’S
FOR ONLY TEN DOLLARS
($10.00)

CALL: 256-6000

APARTMENT FOR RENT

NEW APARTMENT [N TANAPAG FURMSHED

2 Bedroom A.B.  $650/750 month
Studio AB. $400/500 month
Pls. contact; 322-2312 .+ 235.0233

WANTED
~"LOCAL HIRE - NIGHT TIME _
BARTENDER/ASST. MGR.

Experience preferred.
Oleai Beach - 235-1756

| WAITRESS/WAITER

‘\lu~l be eaperienced, extremely refiable, and
have excelient communication skills,
Contact: The Barking Geeko w 233-2275:
ask for Jenny or Sean.

DO YOU HAVE $200
TO THROW AWAY?

WHEYHER YOU ARE WALKING,
DRIVING, SAILING, OR FLYING.

LITTERING IS ILLEGAL IN THE CNMI.
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FEK & MEEK® by How1e Schneider

T THINK THAT WAS

THe SPECIAL LAST WEEK

-~ -
© 1996 by NEA, Inc.

Garfield o by Jim Davis

INDIFFERENCE AROUND HERE/

By GOLLY, I'D LIKE TO SEE LESS

eatyre Syndicate o

WHAT PO
YOU THINK?

J9M DAVES 5-10

PEANUTS® by Charles M. Schulz

EMILY LIT'S SO NICE
TO BE DANCING WITH
YOU AGAIN !

DUST TO SEE
YOU, AND TO
HOLD YOU, AND..

— Nl ““——-——\/—"/ WITH?
RNNE "

{

NAA/&\MIT’WHO WHO AM T OH 600D
LKING T07? RIEF!
DANCING T&nge SRIEF:

© 1595 Un.teo Fealure Syndcate. Ing

STELLA WILDER

YOUR BIRTHDAY

WEDNESDAY
Born today. you are a real
sport, willing to give almost
anything a try at the drop of a
hat or after lengthy planning,
and no matter who has sug-
gested the uactivity and
whether you succeed or fail
— vou almost always manage
to have a good time! Strong-
willed and self-confident. you
walk into every situation with
vour head held high, and back
out again with the same
strength and good feeling, for
you know that you have
learned more about yourself
by doing it than you ever could
by not doing it! You like the
variety that life has to offer,
and vou take advantage of 1t

Some may claim that you
are not what you scem, and
that you are too quick to ad-
justto circumstances, suggest-
ing that this is proof that you
are rather empty. Nothing
could be further from the truth,
however; you are onc of life’s
great livers!

To see what is in store for
vou tomorrow, find your birth-
day and read the correspond-
ing paragraph. Let your birth-
day stur be your daily guide.

THURSDAY, JULY, 2

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20) — A little strategy goes a
long way today. as most
people are just winging it and
doing thingsinarandom man-
ner. You can beat them all!

ARIES (March 21-April

19) — You may find yourself
missing something or some-
onc who once held a special
fascination for you and actu-
ally meant a great deal.

TAURUS (April 20-May
20) — Any complications
should not be considered
trivial today; every time you
ercounter a snag., you must
take itas seriously as you can.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
— Take care you don't wind
up lamenting some lost chance
that you gave up in favor of
something that couldn’t last.
Go for the real thing.

CANCER (June 21-July
22) — Someone may be trying
to keep you from doing every-
thing you’ve planned today,
but you won't know why until
you’ve putanend to the threat.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) —
You can learn quickly today
and put yourself in a more
beneficial position as aresult,
whetherin a business deal or a
fecreational activity,

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
— You may feel as though
you arc under someone’s spell
today. In fact, you are acting
ina manner that may be, for a
time, inexplicable.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
~— You are in the mood to
have it all — or give it up
entirely. A little of this or that
isno good for you at this time.
Rethink your priorities.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov.
21) — Someone in authority

thinks that you are more able
to oblige in some way than is
possible, and you must waste
no time in making this clear.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21) — Take care that
you’re not so busy taking in
the big picture that you let one
or two of the key details work
against you in some way.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19) — You will feel more
secure than usual today, and it
may be that your own attitude
about what is important is
somehow on the mend.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb,
18) — Something big is just
around the corner, and you're
going to want to be ready for
it. You can’tafford nottoreap
all the benefits.

CROSSWORD PUZZLER

ACROSS Santa Maria
33 Walter or
1 Mixes - Erika
6 Former 35 Actor
Yankees Richard —
catcher and 37 Holbrook and
manager Linden
11 — for a loop 38 Sci.
13 Little Bighorn workraom
victim 40 Word heard
14 Battery type - in 17 Across
15 Comedian 42 Opp. of
Sid's family wsw
17 Hosp. - 43 Farm units
section 45 “The Time
18 Nickname for Machine”
actress author (inits.)
Henderson 46 Bible Bk.
20 Silly 47 Try to
21 Flying saucer surpass
{abbr.) 49 — Mans
22 Unyielding 50 Rescue
24 Insect egg 52 Hairpiece
25 Once again 54 British —
26 Declare 55 A slap on the
openly —
28 Much bigger
30 “Whose Life DOWN
Anyway?" 1 Office
32 It sailed with personne!
the Pinta and 2 Muse of

Answer to Previous Puzzle
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FIIT{TIEISITEEIA|SIEIS

LILNME|S|TIE[EEESITIA|N

OILIEfS|EN|SEREAITIE
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comedy 10 Dart

3 Negative , 12 Gaseous

prefix element

4 Mythical bird 13 Full-length

5 Booty tunic

6 Inter 16 Dirt

7 Curved letter 19 A Wright

8 Football pos. brother

9 Jacket 21 Dig up

P |10

. ,

KidSp-t.
IRUZZIER

YOU CAN HAVE THE LAST

WORD WITH THHIS PUZZLE.

HOW MANY 'WORDS’ CAN

START DOWN FROM THE
TORP LETTER AND READ

ING LETTER.

23 Heston role

25 Moorehead
or Nixon

27 “The —" (film
for Diana
Ross)

29 Equip

31 — powder

33 Belonging to
North Pole
resident

34 Actor Malden

36 Philadelphia
team

37 French
painter
Matisse

39 Strike

41 Bird sound

43 Biblical name

44 Stash away

47 Opp. of WNW

48 Acont.

51 Lear D

53 Math term

YOU FIND IN THE PYRAMIDZ

FROM LETTER 7O ADJOIN-

by Dick Rogers

th 4

© 1997 Unned Feature Syndicate, Inc. '7-/,9
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N TN LOPIRTHY 19
BY PARKIOUNT PCTURES
MLURGHIS RESERYED,

Star¢s Toda

www.trumanshow.ci

MMBVIE HBUSE

On the A|r.
U

WED, THU 4:45-7:15

FRi 4:45-7:15-9:45

SAT 2:15-4:45-7:15-9:45
Sun 2:15-4:45-7:15
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Sampras, Seles win matches

By Steve Wilstein
WIMBLEDON, England (AP) —
Pete Sampras shaved four times be-
fore he ended the longest, soggiest
match of his Wimbledon career: a
three-set miniseries that dragged
mercilessly from Friday’s scheduled
start to Monday’s final point.

The All England Club took on a
frenetic atmosphere between early
andlate showers asofficialscrammed
up to six matches on each court to
makeuplosttime. Playersslid, slipped
and epmwled on the sidelines with
injuries.

Serena Williams defaulled with a
calf strain, U.S. Open champion

Patrick Rafter hurt his back and lost,
and Australian Open champ Petr
Korda strained an Achilles’ tendon,
yet won.

“Itwasalong,long weekend,” said
Sampras, whoserved acesonhis first
six tosses when his match finally
beganSaturday after Friday ’swashed-
out start. '

Twodownpoursthenintruded,and
athird at 5-5 in the second setpushed
the conclusion to Monday after
Sunday’s traditional day off to think
aboutthe whole mess. Another2 1/2-
hour rain delay then hit at 4-4 in the
third set.

“It’s an emotional roller coaster,”

Pete Sampras

Hillblom .

Continued from page 1

withrespecttotheestate 's DHL Cor-
poration shares.

Chung filed another claim against
the estate in 1996 seeking $300,000
based on his claim that he had made
a loan to the estate in that amount.

Chung filed inJuly 1997 a lawsuit
in the CNMI Superior Court against
the estate, outside of the probate pro-
ceedings, reasserting the same claims
to proceeds from the possible sale of
the DHLC shares as well as an al-
leged loan claim for $300,000.

The executor filed across-claimin
the probate against the probate claims
brought by Chung and other real
parties in interest seeking damages,
declaratory relief and accounting.

Afterthe filingof suchcross-claim,
the petition said, Chung asserted a
baseless “equitable interest” in
Hillblom’s DHL International shares
tothwartthe saleof the estate’sshares
to DHLL

Court documents showed that in
Sept.1997 Superior Court Presiding
Judge Alexandro Castro issued an
order enjoining Chung from interfer-
ing in the executor’s efforts to con-
clude the sale of the estate’s DHLI
shares promptly so the proceeds may
be received by the estate without

further delay.”

Castro also directed Chung to ap-
pear personally at a hearing on Oct.
16, 1997 totestify,among otherthings,
about the purported factual basis for
his “equitable interest” in the DHLI
shares.

Althoughen plned from doing so,
the petitioner said, Chung continued
tointerfere withtheexecutorsefforts
to conclude the sale of DHLI's stock
by asserting additional legally frivo-
lous claims.

When Chung failed to appear in
court, the probate courtheld Chung in
civil contempt and ordered him To
show cause why sanctions should not
imposed against him.

Before the date for hearing sanc-
tions, the executor said, Chung filed a
notice in the US District Court seck-
ingremovalof petitioner*scross-claim
against him.

Chung alleged that the cross-claim
against him arose from five agree-
ments between Chung and Hillblom,
two of which contained clauses pro-
viding for arbitration in Hong Kong,

InOct. 1997, Chung filedamotion
in the District Court to stay litigation
in the CNMI Probate Court and a
motion to compel arbitration.

The following month, theexecutor
said, Chung failed to appear before
the CNMI Probate Court for a hear-
ingon sanctionstobe imposed forhis

8 Com Operated Pay Telephones with Enclosers Spare Parts and W
Instructions to get started in this 24 hr. communications business.

Purchased all for $10,000 Was-$4;000 Now $3,000

APARTMENT FOR RENT

2 BEDROOM APARTMENT

For more information
Contact Tel. # 322-3797/3798

SALES ASSOCIATE

Micronesia's Premier Marketing Company
seeks self-motivated individuals who possess
the following gualitications:

+ 2 years sales experience in the retail of luxury goods
- Japanese-speaking preferred
» Ability to work flexibie hours

Benefit package includes paid leave, health insurance, 401K and more.
Salary commensurate with experience.

Please apply in person at
Caronel Watch Center at La Fiesta, San Roque

CARONEL SAIPAN

We are an Equal Opportunity Employer.

civil contempt.

The District Court issued on Nov.
8, 1997 an order denying the
executor’s motion to dismiss and/or
remand.

Judge Munson declared that the
petitioner’s cross-claim against
Chung and the other real parties in
interest had been properly removed
and that *‘those portions of Common-
wealth Superior Court that relate to
the (executor’s) cross-claim and oth-
ers were automatically stayed at re-
moval.”

Munson also declared that “the
contempt proceeding against Chung
was also automatically stayed by op-
eration of law.”

The judge further stated that the
CNMI Probate Court*‘lacks jurisdic-
tionto considereitherthe cross-claim
orthe contempt, unlessand until there
is a further order of this court.”

The executor moved the District
Court toclarify and considerits order
andopinionon the groundsthatit was
in excess of its jurisdiction, contrary
to statutory and decisional law, and
infringed CNMTI’s sovereignty.

The petitioner said Munson, how-
ever, denied the motion and further
stated that “the central theme of that
order(Nov. 8)wasthatanything todo
withthe Hillblom-Chung agreements
had either been removed from, or
stayed in, the CNMI Probate Court.”

The District Court said “all of the

various contempt sanctions being

urged upon the CNMI Probate Court
by the executor implicated Chung’s
rights under the agreements were
stayed.”

Munson added that the“*resolution
of any other dispute or legal proceed-
ing which involves the Hillblom-
Chung agreements must be stayed
pending the outcome of the arbitra-
tion.”

Theexecutorfiledits petitioninthe
US Court of Appeals for the Ninth
Circuit. The Ninth Circuit, how-
ever, summarily denied the peti-
tion last April.

The exccutor said the US Su-
preme Court should grant the writ
of prohibition for the following
reasons:

*The District Court breached
the covenant and offended
CNMTI’s sovereignty by declar-
ing a stay of contempt proceed-
ings against Chung.

*The District Court didnot have
Jjurisdiction to stay the contempt
proceeding against Chung.

*The District Courtdid not have
removal jurisdiction over
petitioner’s cross-claim.

*Even if subject matter juris-
diction existed, the District Court
erred in failing to abstain to pro-
tect the Commonwealth’s sover-
eignty.

said Sampras, who finished with 29
aces at up to 133 mph. “Really, you
getup forpiaying, and you come off,
and youhave a20-minute delay. You
come back, play a game. You have
yesterday off, which was kind of
bizarre. So you get the highs and
lows.”

Sampras, the defending champion
whois going for his fifth Wimbledon
title, had fewer highs and lows than
two-time finalist Goran Ivanisevic,
who lethis scruffy beard grow longer
through the weekend as he served 44
aces and 15 double-faults ina6-7(6),
7-6 (4), 6-3, 6-4 victory over Daniel
Vacek. That match also began Satur-
day and was suspended in the third
set.

Ivanisevic fell in the second round
last year and lost in the first round of
four of his past five Grand Slam
tournaments. But he believes he’s
figured out what he was doing wrong
—“Itried to be cool. ... It’s better to
explode straightaway and be OK,”
— and now he thinks he may be on
the verge of abreakthrough victory in
a major.

“It was not easy for me, all this
talking, ‘He’s gone, and he’s never
going to be back again,” he said.

“Butevery time when I am on that

court, Tknow I can beat anybody. My

- matches are like horror thrillers. You

cannot expect anything. I made the
movie, but I don’t know the end. It’s
interesting to watch.”

Ivanisevic plays in the round of 16
against unsceded Todd Martin, the
only American man left in the draw
besides Sampras. Martin completed
a rain-delayed match against Todd
Woodbridge, winning 6-4, 4-6, 7-6
(), 6-4. -

There were curious sights in all
comers of Wimbledon.

No. 12 Tim Henman, seeking to
become the, first British man since
1936 to win Wimbledon, made the
quarters for the third year in arow by
outplaying the No. 6 Rafter, 6-3,6-7
(3),6-3,6-2.

Rafter was treated for alowerback
injury early in the fourth set. A trainer
massaged and stretched Rafter as he
lay onatowel, but the Australian was
never able to regain control of the
match.

Henman next faces the No. 3
Korda, who strained his Achilles
near the end of his victory over
Johnvan Lottum 6-3, 6-4,7-6 (4).
Korda said the injury was painful
but wouldn’t stop him from play-
ing Wednesday.

Lib-Day

Continued from page : 24

see this kind of sports activity.
“This is the first time after years
of non-existence that Saipan could
again taste the spirit of motocross
here. [ guess, today is the right
time to do ichere and continue the
motocross tradition during its peak
way backinthe 70s,” said Alvarez.
Off road enthusiasts could ex-
pect a high-fueled event as
Saipan’sbestriders duel the Guam
participants this weekend.

Team .
Continued from page 24

This another successful soft-
ball tournament is onc of the fund
raising activities that Saipan Soft-
ball Associationorganizedtohelp
them send their male and female
players to compete for the
Micronesian Games in Palau this
August.

Sponsors for this event include
Miller Lite, 7 Up, Mountain Dew,
Pacific Islands Club, Pepsi and
The Field.

4 CNMI .

Continued from page 24

compete for the final slot.

In the morning matches yester-
day, lIolany Neth defcated
Yoshimi Tomizuka, 6-2, 6-4.

CNMI's Anicia Santos lost her
control over the game and gave
Aruca Kantikuaba of Kiribati a
good chance toinch awin, 6-1, 6-
0.

Nauru’s Angelita Detudamo
triumphe:d over Tebwebwe
Tekicra 6-3, 6-1. Detudamo’s
win made her a second placer in
the Girl’s 14 and under division.

Chelsea Reidy of Guam made
it into the top of Girl’s 14 and
under-B division after beating
CNMI's Kana Aikawa 6-2, 6-2.

[FSM’s Carolyn Villazon bowed
to Kristy Olkeriil of Palau, 6-3, 6-
2. It was the {irst win of Villazon
after having five straight losses in
the qualifying event.

Ruotati Atiota of Kiribati made
a strong court killing by beating
Guam’s Greg May, 6-3, 6-4.

Guam’s Chelsea Reidy and
CNMTI’s Jill Pierce dominated the
A and B pools of Girl’s 14 and
under divisions. Kana Aikawa is
on the second place in the pool A.

Mobil .

Continued from page 24

with a 39-yard score.

Degregorio, a three-year MFL
player, may have played his last
game. He will transfer off-
island to continue military or-
ders.

Bruising fullback James
Buckmon scored on a 2-yard.
run and rookie rambling speed-
ster Scott Persing scored on a
4-yard run.

Keico did hold the Angels to
their lowest point total of the
three games. Mobil only scored
one touchdown in the second
half, and it came after safety

Kenny Lujan intercepted a Billy
Keele pass to put the ball on the
Keico 4-yard line. Persing scored
on the next play.

Keele was intercepted four
times, two each by Lujan and
Clcon Johnson.

The referees called the game
off with 25 seconds remaining.
It stemmed after Keele was
cjected for fighting with the
Angels’ David Chapman after
Lujan intercepted his last pass.

Keele took a vicious kick at
Chapman after the fight was
broken up. He'll sit out next
week’s game against the Eagles
and possibly the season if
league officials review the fight.

2 4
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gels win over
Kelco Mustangs in MFL

in the league.

By EDDIE SIGUENZA

For the Variety
HAGATNA, Guam — Ivan
5 Shiroma is still trying to find
| ways to fine-tune his Mobil
' Angels in the Miller Football
{1 League.
i The rest of the league is trying
{7 to figure out why the Angels are
i running perfect on all cylinders.
1 Shiroma’s Angels upped their
i record to 3-0 following a 26-0
i1 penalty-filled victory over the 0-
:1 3 Keico Mustangs Sunday at
.1 Wettengel field. It’s the Angels
i and Miller Bears who remain

who stole a couple of passes as the Angels shut out the Keico-Ford
Mustangs Sunday night, 26-0, to remain the most formidable team
Photo by Eduardo C. Siguenza

‘ Oneof Mob//Angels b/ggest threatin MFL actionfs Kenny Lujan, 40

unbeaten after three games.

They'll square off 7 p.m. this
Saturday, July 4 for first place.

Shiroma, in explaining why his
team is 3-0, has not been scored
upon and amassed 103 points so far,
narrowed it down to two factors:

**Our defense is just playing really
good,” he said. “That and the fact
that other teams’ offenses are not
practicing. That’s what I've been
told.”

The Mustangs, who -dominantly
consist of players from the Keico
Cowboys, who rled the MFL
cellar the past five seasons, felll to

1998 MILLER FOOTBALL LEAGUE
Standings (After Week ill}

Team W L Pt GBPFPA
MobfAngels 3 0 1000 5 1030
Millr Beais 30 10 -y
PacSpors Cardnal 2 1 667 1 & 19
Pepsi Glants 123 2046
KeoMustangs 0 3 000 3 9 7
Kiaft Eagles 0 3 00 3 1w
Week it

Pepsi Giants 30, Kaft Eagles 8

Miler Bears 10, PacSparts Cardinal 7
Mobil Angels 26, Keico Muslangs 0

a tie with the struggling Kraft
Eagles for last place. Both Keico
and Kraft’s offense have scored
only one touchdown in three
games so far.

“We had some good stances,
particularly on defense,” said
Keico Head Coach Angel
Calugay. “But you can only
stop (the Angels) so many
times.

“T don’t look at won-loss
records; I look at serieses,
and how we do in games.
Our offense did not have a
lot of good serieses, but our
defense did.”

Angel quarterback Sean
McCoy tossed his league-
leading sixth and seventh
touchdown passes, hitting
Frank Wright with a 45-yard
strike and Bobby Degregorio
Contlnued on page 23

DRSO

i

Some 600 -plus runners supported the Guam Nat/ona/ O/ymp/c spon-
sored count-down to '99 fun run at Tiyan last Saturday, including Justice
Benjamin J.F. Cruz, GNOC Secretary General (left) and Ricardo Blas,

GNOC President.

Photo by Eduardo C. Siguenza
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4 CNMI junior tennisters
vie for ITF-NP finals slots

By Louie C. Alonso
Variety News Staff

FOUR CNMI junior tennis play-
ers successfully made it to the
semi-final rounds of the Interna-
tional Tennis Federation-North
Pacific Qualifying Event yester-
day.

Team Palau rules Miller the L1b Day Softball

By Louie C. Alonso

Variety News Staff
TEAMPalau’s VolvoPentasbested
out other 20 teams who competed
and participated in last weekend's
6" Annual Saipan Liberation Day
Softball Tournament.

VolvoPentasdominated the field
asthey stopped the strong Malainas
Crew in a hard fought battle.

In the women's division, Island
Girls expectedly won the game
against another competent softball
group Lite Beer Sakau.

This softball challenge was par-
ticipated in by 21 teams for the
men’s division and 5 for the
women'’s division,

Inthe Homerun Challenge, Peter

Sablan lorded the field by bagging
the most coveted award,

Runners up were Jojo Attao and
Nick Castro.

However, nobody wonthe$1,000
prize that Lite Beer was supposed to
give to a player who could hit the
Lite Sign in the outfield, on the fly.

Continued on page 23
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W/nners in the Miller Lite le -Day Softball homerun derb
Sablan (champion) and Nick Castro (2nd runner-
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y are from left, Jo;o Attao { Ist runner-upj; Peter
up). At right is Miller Lite’s Charles Cepeda.
Photo by Sonnie Sablgn
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They are hoping to make a
final finish and get into the North
Pacific Team which is set to
compete for the South Pacific
Games next year.

Ho Joon “Raff” Sohn, Kana
Aikawa, Jill Pierce and Ramsey
Lemaich are the four hopefuls for
the final slots after another CNMI
player Alex Lee bowed to Palau’s
Richard Michelsen 7-5, 6-0. Lee
automatically lost his chance to

Continued on page 23

By Louie C. Alonso

Variety News Staff
OFF Road Association of
Marianas (ORAM), will bring a
high pumping and heart stomping
motocross tournament on Sun-
day at Marpi.

Race event begin at 11:00 in
the morning.

Motocross is one if not the most
exciting extreme sports that, ob-
servers said, 1$ set to stir waves as
the tournament starts this week-
end.

Dubbed as the Miller Lite/Pepsi
Liberation Day Motocross Chal-
lenge, this event  according to
ORAM member Cuci Alvarez,
aims to promote safety in
motocross and stir up the aware-
ness in dirt bike racing in CNMI.

The eventisalsoset to provide
Saipan’s off road enthusiasts an
opportunity to participate in and

Continued on page 23
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=== RJ Business & Computer Services
i (670) 235-7222 /3 rjent7@saipan.com

_8 weeks of private training!!

. Basic PC Handling Skills Intro. to Internet Explorer

. Intro. to MS Windows 95 Sign up now and

. Intro. to Microsoft Word get your personalized

. Intro. to Microsoft Excel Web Site FREE!!

AS PART OF YOUR CLASS.. (SOME LIMITATIONS APPLY..)

. Intro. to Microsoft Powerpoint

mﬂ

Act now and get the following computer...

200MHz Processor 1.44MB Floppy Drive
16MB Ram 33.6K Modem
2.0GB Hard Drive Win95 Keyboard
2MB Video Graphics Hi-Res Mouse
14 Color Monitor MS Windows 95 w/CD
24X CD ROM

RJ Business & ,Computer Services

(670) 235-7222 /3 rjent7@saipan.com

CALL US FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO ARRANGE AN APPOINTMENT!!

WHhH Lage y only $2,000.0
()O[jffg)ﬂgx;trejgfu[y 10, 1998
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