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SCHOOL SHOW

May is ever a cheerful month at the
Academy, for it is the time when children
crowd into the galleries to see for them-
selves such examples of their work as have
been chosen for the Annual School Art
Exhibition that occupies several main
galleries and courts. Unhampered by the
more pessimistic adult eye, and seemingly
not impressed by anything more profound
than the excitement surrounding war ac-
tivities, they paint in gay colors and with
refreshing originality people and events
familiar in their daily lives—playground
activities, their pets and playmates, por-
trait studies, aeroplanes, tanks, guns, ships,
barbed wire entanglements, sentries and
victory gardens. Even without making
allowances for the many handicaps under
which teachers and children have labored
during the past year, the 1943 show is
outstandingly good. When, however, it is
recalled that class hours have been cut
and supplies have been difficult to obtain,
the success of the Eleventh School An-
nual Exhibition becomes all the more
remarkable.

In addition to the drawings and paint-
ings, craft work has been included-—clay
modelling and pottery, carving, textile
weaving, metalcraft, leather work, etc.
On view at the same time will be the
Annual Exhibition of Needlework and
the Junior Print Makers’ Annual.

The large exhibition opens on May 4.
A special treat for all exhibitors will be
the tea party to be given for them, their
parents and friends on Sunday afternoon,
May 9, from three to five o’clock.

THE HAWAIIAN QUILT

The making of characteristically Ha-
waiian quilts is a craft still very much
alive to-day and the charming custom of
bestowing a cherished quilt upon a bride
or a new-born baby continues to be ob-
served in many Hawaiian families.

To stimulate interest in this craft, the
Honolulu Star-Bulletin and the Academy
have jointly sponsored bi-annual exhibi-
tions of quilts of both old and contem-
porary workmanship, and special prizes
have been offered. This year the exhibi-
tion will be on view from July 6 to August
| in Galleries 1 and 13. Heretofore en-
tries have fallen under but two classifica-
tions: quilts made by the exhibitor and
quilts merely owned by the exhibitor. The
1943 exhibition will include a third clas-
sification: quilts actually designed by the
exhibitor. This is an important distinc-
tion, particularly to-day, when there has
been an unfortunate trend toward copy-
ing the designs of other needlewomen,
instead of creating original patterns, as
was the custom in the last century. In-
deed, these early craftswomen observed a
well-defined code of ethics on this point,
and a pattern once created and named
became irrevocably the creator’s own.
Without doubt an older generation would
be considerably shocked at the paucity of
ideas displayed by many of to-day’s quilt-
makers.

Quilt making in Hawaii began with
the coming of the brig T'haddeus in 1820,
for it was then that the first sewing cir-
cle—including the wives of arriving mis-
sionaries and women of the Hawaiian
community—was held in the Islands.
Strange indeed must have been the sight
of these two groups of women as they sat
on the open deck of the little vessel, busily
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engaged in the making of a New England
patch-work quilt!

The Hawaiians had used tapa bed-
covers long before the advent of the mis-
sionaries, the women skilfully beating
and shaping the bark into proper size and
thickness for comfortable use. Many of
the native families made patterns of their
own on small bamboo stamps, dipping
these into native dyes and pressing them
evenly on endless yards of soft tapa. Thus,
when trained in the art of the needle, the
native women quickly worked out their
own patterns, evolving a distinctive type
of quilt much simpler and more striking
in color and design than the New Eng-
land type favored by their missionary
teachers. In place of the small repeated
patterns used by them, the Hawaiians
made a more pleasing arangement, ap-
pliquéing a large medallion in the center
of the background material and sometimes
using a border design which was sepa-
rated from and subordinate to this central
motif. Usually only two colors were used,
favorites being red or blue on white—the
reds ranging from shell pinks to magen-
tas—and red and yellow in combination.
The quilting differed from that of New
England in that it followed the lines of
the appliqué design, with pleasing effect.

While so far as anyone knows the tapa
designs had no symbolism or meaning,
quilt patterns were expressive of many
things dear to the nature-loving Ha-
waiians. Designs were inspired by native
flowers and trees—the kukui, papaia,
breadfruit and fig leaf being frequently
used as motifs. Very often the patterns
were expressive of some charming fancy
rain, soft winds and silver mists,
or perhaps some episode in the life of the
quilter. Each quilt was given a name
which was often a simple explanation of
the design. However, it was not uncom-
mon for the originator of a design pur-
posely to conceal its meaning by giving it
a far-fetched title. The old Hawaiian
quilts are rich in such delightful imagery.
[t is the revival of interest in the creation
of original designs which the Academy
is eager to encourage.

AND CALENDAR

Plans for the July exhibition have not
yet been completed, nor have the rules for
the contest been published. An announce-
ment will be made when these are ready
for distribution and copies may then be
obtained by all intending exhibitors.

CHANGE IN HOURS

New closing hours at the Academy will
become effective on May 1. On week-
days (except Mondays) the building will
be open from ten to six o’clock, and on
Sunday afternoons from two to six
o’clock. This change has been made to
accommodate persons unable to visit the
Museum earlier in the day. It is to be
hoped that those who have been urging
the Academy to take this step will be
among the first callers. The longer hours
will be tried out for a month and will be
continued through the summer if justified
by the attendance.

A BIRTHDAY

War birthdays must of necessity be
passed over lightly, and thus no special
program marked the Academy’s sixteenth
anniversary which occurred on April 8.
However, the day was remembered by
several of the Museum’s friends.

To the jade collection was given a Chi-
nese ritual emblem of p: shape and
dragon motif (Han dynasty, 206 B.C.—
220 A.D.). This was presented by Mrs.
Alice Spalding Bowen on behalf of S.
and G. Gump Company ‘“‘in appreciation
of the Academy’s daily gift of beauty
and service to all who seek spiritual re-
freshment, and in affectionate memory of
its founder.”

To the Educational Department, to
stimulate a wider interest in metal craft,
Grossman-Moody, Limited gave a silver
plate designed by Margaret Fleming,
Honolulu artist. Also received was a
sum of money from an anonymous source
with which to buy records for use on the
Service Men’s Lanai. This is in addition
to the amount contributed last month for
a similar purpose.




HONOLULU ACADEMY OF ARTS NEWS BULLETIN AND CALENDAR

CHINESE JADE RITUAL EMBLEM

HaN DynNasTY (206 B.C.—220 A.D.)

Gift of S. and G. Gump Company, April 8, 1943

The Academy deeply appreciates the
generous spirit which prompted these an-
niversary gifts.

SUMMER CLASSES

Judging by the eager inquiries, the
ringing of the bell for the Academy’s
Summer School has not the same desolate
sound to many children as that associated
with the gong which summons them to
school each September. Already many
requests for information have been re-
ceived from young people who wish to
make summer plans early. Though the
schedule is as yet only tentative, informa-
tion concerning certain classes 1s now
available in the Educational Office. Sum-
mer School dates are from July 5 to
August 14.

Harassed mothers of small children
from four to six years old will be grate-
ful for the new Pre-School Group which
will be formed this year.

MUSIC AT EIGHT

In pre-war days the Academy’s open
courts were ideal places for programs of
evening music. Unable to enjoy such oc-
casions for so many months, the recent
permission granted by military authorities
to hold after-blackout recitals has been
received with rejoicing by all who are
specifically interested in the work of the
Academy. Doubtless music-lovers at large
will share this feeling.

Plans for a series of monthly recitals
have now been completed. The first of
these will be given at eight o’clock on
Wednesday evening, May 19—a trio
comprising Robert Vetlesen, piano, Kon-
rad Liebrecht, violin (of the Honolulu
Music Academy), and D. Martinez,
‘cello, member of the Honolulu Sym-
phony Orchestra, now serving in the U. S.
Navy. Their program will include Schu-




bert's Trio in E flat, Opus 100, and Bee-
thoven's Kreutzer Sonata, Opus 47.

Driving will not be difficult. Parking
will present no problem for arrangements
have been made to use the space available
at Murphy Motors Limited, Beretania
and Kapiolani Streets, and at the Brook-
land Hotel, Kinau and Victoria Streets.
The program will last but an hour, giving
everyone ample time to be safely at home
before the curfew.

HONOLULU ART SOCIETY

The following new members have
joined the Honolulu Art Society during
the past month: Contributing: Mr.
Richard M. Botley, Dr. C. Montague
Cooke, Jr., Mrs. Calvin P. Hunter, Mr.
George R. Sera. Annual: Miss Frances
Akers, Mr. Pierre Forrest Charles, Mrs.
William Crosby, Miss Helen Cunning-
ham, Mrs. Thomas A. Jaggar, Miss
Helene Morgan, Mr. Richard Soo, Ser-
geant Clyde Wood.

Mrs. Malcolm Macintyre, formerly an
Annual member, has transferred to Con-
tributing membership. Mrs. G. J. Watu-
mull has become a Life member.

MAY CALENDAR

ACTIVITIES
May
4—9: 30 a.m.—Music Week recital by High School
students of Honolulu Music Academy.

5—9: 30 a.m.—Community Singing for Children,
conducted by Fritz Hart.

7—9: 30 a.m.—Music Week recital by Elementary
School pupils of Honolulu Music Academy.

9-—3:00 to 5: 00 p.m.—Tea, opening School Art
Show.

10—2: 30 p.m.—Art Clinic for Elementary School
Teachers.

19—8: 00 p.m.—First of Evening Concert Series.
Chamber Music presented by Honolulu
Music Academy.

23—3: 45 p.m.—Public Symphony talk by Fritz
Hart.

' 23—4: 30 p.m.—Public _vocal recital by Evelyn

Jennings, soprano.
22—2: 30 p.m.—Puppet Play, “Pinocchio”, by Ka-
palama Puppeteers. Open to school children.

EXHIBITIONS

To May 2—Prints selected by Dr. C. Montague
Cooke, Jr., from Academy’s collection.
4 to My 23—School Art. Galleries 1, 13, Educa-
tional Wing and Courts.
4 to May 23— Junior Print Makers. Gallery 3.
25 to June 6—Pottery by members of Academy’s
Adult Classes. Educational Court.
25 to June 13—Print Gifts and Purchases for 1942.
Gallery 3.

HOURS OF ADMISSION—Free at all times: Open Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday from 10 a.m. to 6: 00 p.m.
Sunday from 2 to 6 pm. EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT—The lending collection of objects, pictures, slides and phonograph
records is available to all teachers. Schools wishing appointments for visiting the Academy or for talks by staff members may make them
by calling the Educational Office. PRINT ROOM AND REFERENCE LIBRARY—Open during Academy hours. THE HONOLULU
ART SOCIETY, affiliated with the Academy, has an office in the Oriental wing. Executive Secretary, Mrs. Arthur E. Restarick.

[Epcar Craic SCHENCK, Director.
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