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JOURNAL OF A BUi'1l<HOUSE 
*First of a Series 

Five or six years ago· i ~ was almost a privilege to be an evacuee. 
The evacuees were t he novel ty in Zamboanga ~ One might have thouG1;t as ,-,ell_ 
that t}:ley would b ecome a -"tourist attraction". • 

I t became fa s hionable to speak of t he refugees t hat 1•1ere unloaded 
by droves in Zomboane5a . So some government and private agencies found in 
them an excellent" opportun i ty to exercise their philonthropism and/or gain 
s ome political or social credits . 

·, ·In tha t context of collaboration/competit ion · beti-1ecn a{;encies and 
"clubs" and the cover age of t}:le publicity , the bunkhouse of Tumago. was 
built. Hr. Peter 1-lor ga , in an evangelical gec.ture ·of self-dispossession, 
offered his l and. 

T)1e ne1-1ly arrived people from J olo, Basilan , Zamboanga del llorte 
ond del Sur and the uplands of Zamboanga City for o. moment forgot their 
worries and the sorrow for their dear ones l eft bel)ind in the cemetery, 
i n common improvised ~aves, or just . f loating on t he river~ The 
bunkhouse , ofter all, 1-,as not so bad. '.l'.hey also had pl·enty of space 
around it that t he~, turned int o a ~vee;ctable • [;ardcn. Some of t hem looked 
for job, other s • busied themselves ,-Tith some occasional t r ade. 

I f ever ybody , ho1-1ever, is vulnerable to · the "ningas ·cocron11 virus , 
more so is the publ icity a11d .those who ,-,erk only under its f ocus, be they 
i ndividuals, -ogencies or. cll.bs. ,Tho evacuees passed soon _from the peok of 
fame . to the buttom o{ oblivion as t houc;h they existed . no more. Anyway, 
accordi;1:; t ,-, · a £s<Wer m,1ent M:;m}cy, Dft er two yeors they arc no l onger 
considered ev.:, cuees . .He!!ce , if they aro "no longe1· evacuees " they ore not 
entitled t o stay in the bunkho sc ·anymor e , especially if the owner of the 
l and needs i t f or o more profitabl e use. 

In tho middle· 9f . thia year the owner of the land adopted a convincing 
approa ch to drive the ova cue es awa:y . He .started drggin out the soil all 
around the ,bunkhouse as d9_ep as s;pc f eet . Ono .con guess whot be.came- of t he 
vegetables ond othor plonts the peopl e have gro1-m as supplement f or their 
necessit iei;{. One building had to be demolished to give way to the bull­
dozers . L_i ternlly the pla.ce became s mall islonds as t he river swell ed 
and flooded the dug-out oreo. The mes s age with no worp.s spelled out 
clearly : "GO HOi-E!:" , or. simply, "G9 OU'l'" • The people got it : 'r hey 
wonder ed ,-,hot t o do, :).est the bull dozers would dig t he soil under their 
fee t ond mix th_em 1'/ith . the fil l inG m.:iterfol. 

They held o meeting on Oct ober 3, discussed pos sible s olutions t o 
their probl em , o.nd finall y decided to voice out t heir grievances to Hr. 
Pedro Faustino , Ilegional Direct'or , 1·..SSD , !1ee;ion IX , in t he form .of a 
petition . - Seven of them were o.ppoint od by the group to droft the petition. 
A cert.::iin Mr . l!'elisan :-,ho \-/~s once on occupant o:i: t!1C bunl:house hiascl f · 
volunteered to type it f or them. His ics t uro wos s t rongly su11portod by 
Pedro , the ·SPDA coordinator of the bunkhouse . 1fi1e typins wos purposely 
delnyed , c,iving so1110 alibis t o the _people . 

Ou October 17 , ot 12:00 noon , t he evocti..J<'S received a notice f rom 
• 'the l' res i dent_iol Tieei or:al Officer for Dcvelop:nenf (P.ROD) sie,-ned by Col. 
t:rose Comondodor i nvit ing them to l1 ~1eet i nr;· [I-!; their office ;;i t 2:qo p . m. · 
thot so me day . Six of them went ond 1-,cre confronted by Col. Santos, 
Col. Comend.:,dor, l-Ir . i-!ori::i , i-1:ias :-lcnoido -,0 j;--n0 and. l,rs. Carido.d Villanueva 
of !-:.'3SJ ond ·lr. Ilamsodji of SPDA- SDD. '.rho/ uer c t ol d t o l eovc the lond 
olld ,-,as given .t~mc till . t he end of the month . ; hey bor 6o incd ond they . 
mona5ed to hove an extension of t\·10 more r.1on'.:nG 1 i . e ., until Decemb:::r 31. 
Relocation in i·iulu- Muluon wos offered , but only for thirty of them. \·/hen 

• t ho group oskod , "\Jhot about t he others?", Col . Santos replied , "Hindi no 
• nomin probler.1C1 ' yim . 11 ( 11It 1s not our. problem o.nymore . 11 ) 

After !mow~ t he r esult of t hDt meetini:; five families took the 
risk of going bocl ,...._ -1-

110' r ,:wn ploee~ r l ttiou(';h they or e o,-mrc thot it is 
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not yet sofo for them to stoy there . Anyho1·1, Zomboon; o. -City offered then 
storvotion ond official horossmont , minus o few squoro foct of c;round. 
Boe!~ home they wHl h:,vc ot l cost sorac gro~d v,hcre they con be buried. 

Prior to this , 15 fomilics 11erc forced to lcovc the bunkhouse on the 
groun'ds tlwt ·tJ:iey cor n enough to put up their ovm individuol houses. They 
build their chocl~!3 by the riv9r bonk , so~o ,-,ere m-icpt oway by the streom 
os it swelled. 

There ore still 78 fcmilios thot hove no1·1hore to go. So they decided 
to o.pprooch the HSSD , co.rrytng o wri ttcn 'petition. Its content is very , 
simple: "If we connot stoy hero ony longer, provide us .a pl..'lcc occessiblo 
to tho city ,~e'ro ,.,o con corn O\.!I' mco'e;cr living". Fifty-one of them ,-rent 
to the MSSD Rogionol 'Office in the- morning cif Oct. 24. Nr. Faustino, the 
Director , ,,ii,s not there so they hondcd the peti tion l etter to l·ir. • Romeo 
Fernondcz, Administrotive Officer I. Hr: Fernandez r o·coivc d the ori13incl 
copy ond r;ovc thcr.i o ,-rrit tcn oppointmont to r,o back ond meet Hr. Faustino 
on. Friday, O~t . 27 1 o t l:"0 p.m . • 

That doy, Friday, Oct. 27', _fifty-two of them started l eaving ·the 
bunl:house os cor ly os 10~00 a_.m. in order to be on tir,10 for tho appoint1oont . 
It stortcd roinini ofter 12:00 _noon , they were alreqtiy oa their woy to the 
li8SD office . They os ked one another, "Sholl we continue 1:1olking or shall . 
wo \·rait fo r the roir. to stop?" since only a few of them ho.d umbrell.::ls. • 
Their decision .wos unouimoUG: ,-,c continue wo.lking . Thos e who ho1! umbrellas 
shored them with tho mothers ,-rho hod brought their s mall children along. 
The hcoV'J downpour couGht them on the 11oy. They r eached the office o. few 
minutes 1·eforc 1:00 p . m. ond looked for i-ir. Faustino . One of the· workers 
r eplied thot he ::irri vcd the doy before ond wos oround., but another one · so.id 
he hod on attack and wos hospitalized in Dipolog , t he place where he wos 
supposed to come from. The group then looked for Jt.r. Fcrl".=dez because it 
,-ros he who told them to come bock tho.t doy. Th9y ,-,ere told t hat he hod on 
emergency conference ot Southcom. Then one fcmol c ,,,orkcr v1cnt do1-m and 
tolkod with the [;Toup·. She said 'that they studied the petition ond 
r ci tor oted thot they hove no othor place to oifcr ·but i·!ulu-:1'iuluon. The 
group unoni□ously voiced their opposition to the plo.cc · which was some 5 
kilometers from the city, with· no water ovoilnblc and no ground for 
cultivo.tion. The woman wos cornered ond looked ior Mr. Fernandez instcod. 
The group handed hero. copy of their follow-up l etter and r equested her to 
r eceive it; ·she just r ood the l etter o.nd 5ovc it bock to the group , trying 
to a.void thc _r;roup ' s insistence . Then she went ·back to the office. The 
group wonted to follow her but the dooI":ioy was blocked by four r,1cn. J\t 
obout 3:00 p . r.1 . Miss Lcjono of the I-tSSD City Branch orrivcd. Someone in 
the group 'ovcr hcord from the workers thot o. □cotinc was going on upstairs . 
It took quite so□c time bcfol;'.e ·liss Lcjano ,-,cnt down ond talked with the 
group. , Ghe os!rnd the group ,-,hy they ~•ent straight to the Rcgiono.l Office 
1·1hcrc,os they could hove e:;onc fi r st to her office . 'The group \'/OS told right 
there ond then, t hat l-ir.· l-lori;:.i wonts his l ond back ond t ho.t the help he hos 
extended them for five years was enough . J\goin , • tho r eloca tion a t !-lulu-

. Muluon wos rnca .t ioncd. The (iroup r coctcd negat ively for the second time. 
Finally · Nis s Lc jono soid thot if the group doc::; not wont t o go. t o l1ulu-
l·!uluon , th\) 1-::,st help s l:c con extend thc1,1 i s to give ther.i some money for 
transporta t ion bocl:: to thei r ho□ctm•=; oside f rom tho.t , she cannot give 
anything else . Then she t urned her bocl: end left the eroup . The group 
waited until almost Lf:00 p. m. , hoping thot lir. Fer nandez ,-,ould come ·bock to 
the office . He did not show up. 'fhcn the ::;i-011) hcodcd bo.ck to the. bunkhouse . 

T)lcy went home with hcovy heortc . • • ''1foy cto they treat us J,.ikc dogs?" 1 
one osked . 11\le become evacuees not OJ: our 0:1.•. ,;cs i rc! Hhy don ' t · they focc 
us 1:1nd t o],lc to us? 1/c arc not goi1'.5 to !cill thc,.1 or uc.t them up! • • 11 

• 'l'hcso wer e so□c remarks they mo de ofter their c:i..-pcricncc. of four · l 'lng hours 
under t he r a i n , shiver ing ~n cold, hungry. • 

Lo.tor, they found out that 1-lr. Foustino \·IDS in his office that ofter-
noon. Again , they nsl5 , "l·/hy do they trcot us liko do5;o;? " 
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