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ERIC P. SWENSON Vice President • Executive Editor ALgonouin 5-9210

17 August 1961 i/

Congressman Daniel K. Inouye 
425 Old House Office Building 
Washington 25, D.C.

Dear Congressman Inouye:

I am most grateful to you for your 
letter of August 16. I fully under­
stand your position, and will honor 
your decision. If we use the 
material from your letter, it will 
be limited to that portion contained 
in your letter of the 16th.

Many thanks again, from both myself 
and Bill.

EPS:iom

Eric P. Swenson



(dictated 8/15/61) & p

August 16, 1961 ' f

Mr, Brie P. Swenson
W, W, Norton & Cpmpany, Inc.
55 Fifth Avenue
New York 3, New York

Dear Mr, Swenson:

Thank you for your letter of August 10, 1961, requesting my permission 
to use portions of my letter to Bill Lederer in your advertising and 
promotion program.

As the latter indicates, the dinner that I attended was a very private 
one and one that would be easily identifiable by the participants. The 
mare fact that I was Invited by these people should indicate to you 
that the participants have been most cooperative in my relations with 
them. I would be most reluctant to embarras them.

However, If you should desire, I would be very happy to permit you to 
use the following portions of my letter In your advertising program:

'Yesterday I picked up your book and was unable to put it down 
until I came to page 194—your last page.

Notwithstanding what your critics may say, I believe you have 
rendered a great service to our nation by coming forth with 
"A Nation of Sheep•" Your book should be placed on the "must" 
list of congressional reading,"

May I hear from you.

Sincerely,

DANIEL K. INOUYE
Member of Congress

DEI: sb
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10 August 1961

Congressman Daniel K. Inouye 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.

Dear Congressman Inouye:

Bill Lederer sent us a copy cf your letter to him con­
cerning A NATION OF SHEEP. It was both an impressive 
reaction, and most gratifying. As you may imagine, 
criticism such as you heard at the dinner party has been 
levelled at the book from various quarters, and support 
carrying the weight of yours is welcome.

I wonder if we might have your permission to use your 
letter to Bill in advertising and promoting A NATION OF SHEEP. 
We hope to spread its message ever more widely, and your 
letter would be of great help.

Eric P. Swenson 
Vice President & 
Executive Editor

EPS:iom

P.S. I enclose a copy of your letter to Bill with the passages 
we should like to use indicated.
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Captain WillU* J. Lederer 
4*47 lahala Avenue
Honolulu, Hawaii .

Dear Bill:

I a* unable to explain to you why it tgpk.ee so long to read your bock, ^ 
I offer no excuse because I have none.J^^terday I picked up your book 
and was unable to put it down until I came to page 1H—your last page.

notwithstanding what your critics way say, I believe you have rendered^ 
a great service to our nation by coming forth with "A Matic® of 8bee^„.^ 
Tour book should be placed on the "must" list of congressional reading./

I only regret that I had not reed your book a few months ago because 
several weeks ago I was invited to a very small and private dinner party 
aade up of Assistant Secretaries of the State Department and a few 
Ambassadors from Southeast Asia. Almost all of them were highly criti­
cal of your book, and almost all of them described your book as a great 
disservice to our nation. Mot having read the book I was In no position 
to comment one way or the other. I truly regret missing that opportunity.

I hope I may have the opportunity of sitting with you upon my return to 
Hawaii to discuss MA Mation of Sheep" in more detail.

Congratulations! I

DC: sb

DAMIEL K. IMOOYI 
Mmnber of Congress



(dictated 7/27/61) 
July 28, 1961

Mr. W. J. Lederer
2611 Ferdinand Street 
Honolulu 14, Hawaii

Dear Bill:

Thank you for your latter of July 24, 1961. I only kish that I could 
be with you during the next two months because I know I would learn a 
lot.

As you know, I revisited Japan about ten months ago as an American dele* 
gate to the Interparliamentary Union held in Tokyo. Realizing that one 
cocktail party is like all other cocktail parties, I tried to excuse 
myself from official cocktailing and official dining and meet the folks. 
I presume I am one of the very few who had the opportunity of spending 
some time with Zengakuen students. What I learned from them was almost 
shocking. I spent delightful hours with stevedors on the waterfront** 
in fact, I had lunch with them* I met with government employees and with 
school teachers. I also spent many hours with farmers. One of these days 
I would like to discuss ray experiences with you—some were fantastic.

Wishing you bon voyage and good hunting,

Aloha,

DANIEL K. INOUYE
Member of Congress

DKUsb
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14

Congressman Daniel K. Inouye 
Congress of the United States 
house of Representatives 
Washington, D. C.

Dear Dan,

Your letter just arrived at the moment when I am de­
parting from my house to go to Asia. Therefore if this 
note is hurried, please forgive me.

Your letter to me Is a great source of comfort; but, 
really, I had an instinct that you would see the Situa­
tion Asia realistically as I am trying to do. I sort of 
laughed up my sleeve when I compared your trip out there 
with Hiram Fong’s. I knew that you would be snooping 
and trying to see things as they really are even though 
you might not get any Immediate credit for It - while 
Hiram was hobnobbing around trying to make political 
capital.

I’ll be out in Asia for two months heading all over. 
Ethel has my detailed itinerary of where I can be reached 
at any time. I mention this only because if there is 
anything I can do there to help you, be it picking up 
something you want purchased or obtaining Information, 
you know I will be delighted to help.

WJL/e
W. J. Lederer


