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Dan Inouye

U.S. SENATOR FROM HAWAII

INOUYE PUSHES FOR LONG-PROMISED, LONG-DELAYED BENEFITS
FOR FILIPINO VETERANS WHO SERVED UNDER U.S. COMMAND
DURING WORLD WAR II

Tuesday, April 22, 2008

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

WASHINGTON — U.S. Senator Daniel K. Inouye today continued his efforts to
secure long-promised benefits for Filipino veterans who fought under the U.S. flag
during World War II. These Filipino veterans, who died and bled alongside U.S.
troops, were promised full U.S. veterans’ benefits, but in 1946, the U.S. Congress
betrayed the Filipino soldiers by passing legislation that took away the very benefits
to which they were entitled.

Senator Inouye, who for nearly 20 years has sought to rectify this wrong, now has a
provision in S. 1315, the Veterans’ Benefits Enhancement Act, that would end this
injustice.

Today, S. 1315 cleared a procedural hurdle, and will be put to a vote after as much
as 30 hours of debate.

Senator Inouye today spoke extemporaneously on the Senate floor about the
importance of the legislation, and also issued the following statement:

“This measure would provide an array of benefits to young and old veterans. The
intent of veterans’ benefits is to ensure that the brave men and women who serve in
our military are compensated for their service to our nation, and are assured certain
benefits once they have left the service of the military. The Veterans Benefits
Enhancement Act does just that by expanding a myriad of programs administered
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by the Department of Veterans Affairs.

“Unfortunately, there are still some veterans who have not been able to claim the
benefits that they have duly earned through service to our nation. Included in

S. 1315 is a provision that would restore benefits to Filipino veterans by granting
them full veterans’ status for the sacrifices they made during World War II. Some
of you know of my continued advocacy on the importance in addressing the plight of
the Filipino World War II veterans, all of whom are in their twilight years. As an
American, I believe the treatment of Filipino World War II veterans was shameful.
At a time when we as a nation recognize our longstanding history, commitment, and
friendship with the Philippines, our treatment of these brave men is a stain on our
national honor.

“The Philippines became a U.S. possession in 1898, when it was ceded by Spain,
following the Spanish-American War. In 1934, the Congress enacted the Philippine
Independence Act, Public Law 73-127, which provided a 10-year time frame for the
independence of the Philippines. Between 1934 and final independence in 1946, the
United States retained certain powers over the Philippines, including the right to call
military forces organized by the newly formed Commonwealth government into the
service of the U.S. Armed Forces.

“On July 26, 1941, during World War II, President Franklin D. Roosevelt issued a
military order, calling on the Commonwealth Army of the Philippines to serve with
the United States Armed Forces in the Far East. The Filipinos who served were
entitled to full veterans’ benefits by reason of their active service with our armed
forces. Of the 470,000 Filipino veterans who volunteered, approximately 200,000
served in the Philippine Commonwealth Army, Philippine Army Air Corps, and the
Philippine Army Off Shore Patrol, and another 200,000 served in recognized
guerilla units. Today, approximately 18,000 surviving veterans reside in the United
States and the Philippines.

“I believe that too many Americans are not aware of, or have forgotten the sacrifices
of our Filipino friends. The estimated total of forces in defense of the Bataan
Peninsula were 80,000 and comprised of troops from the U.S. Army, Philippine
Scouts, and the Philippine Commonwealth Army. In the spring of 1942, the
Japanese 14th Army overran the Bataan Peninsula and after a heroic but futile
defense more than 75,000 American and Filipino troops were captured. Of the
75,000, there were 15,000 Americans; the remaining 60,000 were all Filipinos. From
April 9, 1942, through May of that year, the infamous Bataan Death March
continued. Many ill and seriously wounded prisoners of war were forced to make
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the devastating march of 65 to70 miles on foot, without medicine or water. Of the
75,000 who started, only 54,000 prisoners reached POW Camp O’Donnell alive; a
staggering 15,000 died during the march. The remaining 6,000 escaped to organize
or join underground guerilla forces.

“After the fall of the Bataan Peninsula, the Japanese turned its sights on Corregidor
from April 6, 1942 to May 1942. The estimated forces in defense of Corregidor
totaled 13,000, and was comprised of American and Filipino troops. Of this
number, 800 were killed, 1,000 were wounded, and 11,000 were captured and forced
to march through the city of Manila after which they were sent to various POW
camps. The rest escaped to organize or join the underground guerilla army.

“On December 20, 1941, President Roosevelt signed the Selective Training and
Service Amendments Act, which, among other things, allowed Filipinos in the
United States to enlist, and also provided them with the opportunity to become
United States citizens by virtue of the fact that they were serving in the military.

“The mobilization of forces included the activation and assumption of command of
the First Filipino Infantry Battalion on April 1, 1942, at Camp San Luis Obispo with
four officers and 12 enlisted personnel. There were so many recruits, orders were
issued to activate the First Filipino Infantry Regiment and Band at Salinas,
California, effective July 13, 1942, with 143 officers, six warrant officers, and 3,019
enlisted men. The Second Filipino Infantry Regiment was activated on November
21, 1942, at Fort Ord, California. In all, approximately 7,000 Filipinos and Filipino
Americans fought in the U.S. Army 1st and 2nd Filipino Infantry Regiments.

“When General Douglas MacArthur was forced to flee the Philippines on

March 17, 1942, he vowed to return. But to live up to this promise he realized he
would need intelligence behind enemy lines. More than 800 handpicked volunteers
from the 1st and 2nd Filipino Infantry Regiments were assigned to supply
intelligence in the 1st Reconnaissance Battalion in the Japanese-occupied
Philippines. By the end of the war, the unit’s casualties totaled 164 killed, six
wounded, 178 missing, and 75 captured. More than half of the battalion received
the Bronze Star for heroic service.

“Soldiers of the 1st and 2nd Filipino Infantry Regiments participated in the bloody
combat and mop-up operations in New Guinea, Leyte, Samar, Luzon, and the
Southern Philippines. Members of the 1st Regiment were also attached to the U.S.
6th Army “Alamo Scouts,” a reconnaissance group that traveled 30 miles behind
enemy lines to free Allied prisoners from the Cabanatuan death camp on
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January 30, 1945.

“Despite all of their sacrifices, on February 18, 1946, the Congress passed the
Rescission Act of 1946, now codified as Section 107 of Title 38 of the United States
Code. The 1946 Act deemed that the service performed by these Filipino veterans
would not be recognized as active service for the purpose of any U.S. law conferring
rights, privileges, or benefits. Accordingly, Section 107 denied Filipino veterans
access to health care, particularly for non-service-connected disabilities, and pension
benefits. Section 107 also limited service-connected disability and death
compensation for Filipino veterans to 50 percent of what their American
counterparts receive.

“Thus, Filipino World War II veterans are precluded from receiving most of the
veterans’ benefits that were available to them prior to 1946, and that are available to
all other veterans of our armed forces regardless of race, national origin, or
citizenship status. Throughout the years, I have sponsored several measures to
rectify the lack of appreciation America has shown to these gallant men and women
who stood in harm’s way with our American soldiers and fought the common enemy
during World War II.

“S. 1315 would restore veterans’ status to these World War II heroes. In particular,

it would provide pension benefits to aid Filipino veterans, residing in the
Philippines, during their twilight years. This pension would allow these veterans to
live in dignity. Some of my Senate colleagues contend that the pension benefits,
which are only one-third of those given to other veterans, are too generous under S.
1315, despite the fact that these aged veterans have been denied benefits for more
than 60 years.

“The pension benefits under S. 1315 would amount to less than one-third of the
basic pension amount provided to veterans living in the United States. The average
income of persons residing in the Philippines, however, is considerably lower than
their counterparts in the United States, so the pension benefits under S. 1315 would
provide a decent living standard. Even so, at only one-third the U.S. rate, they
would not afford Filipino veterans a higher standard of living than U.S. veterans. In
addition, the average income in the Philippines does not accurately reflect the
economic status of the World War II veterans who would receive this pension. The
top 10 percent of the Filipino population earns 80 percent of country’s income. Yet,
elderly veterans on fixed incomes are generally much worse off, and in need of
assistance to meet their basic needs.
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“Our nation cannot abandon those who have served under our flag. Heroes should
never be forgotten or ignored. Let us not turn our backs on those who sacrificed so
much. Let us instead work to repay all of these brave men for their sacrifices by
providing them the veterans’ benefits they deserve. It is the right thing for our
nation to do in honor of those who have bravely served in its defense. Now, in their
twilight years, many of these men who rallied to protect America’s cherished way of
life find themselves in need of allies to stand up and fight for them so they may enjoy
the simple dignity of financial security.

“I hope that my colleagues will join me in rallying to the support of these proven
friends of America, and act to redeem our nation’s debt of honor to them. I ask my
colleagues to support the passage of this much deserved and much needed legislation
not only for the Filipino veterans of World War 11, but for all the gallant men and
women who stood in harm’s way in defense of America.”

-30-
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Dan Inouye

U.S. SENATOR FROM HAWALII

SENATE APPROVES RESTORATION OF BENEFITS
FOR FILIPINO VETERANS WHO FOUGHT UNDER U.S. COMMAND
DURING WORLD WARII

Inouye Champions Effort to Rectify Injustice to U.S. Wartime Allies
Thursday, April 24, 2008

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

WASHINGTON — U.S. Senator Daniel K. Inouye today hailed Senate passage of
legislation that provides approximately $166 million for a special pension for
Filipino veterans who fought alongside U.S. forces during World War II. The
pension, included in S.1315, the Veterans’ Benefits Enhancement Act, finally allows
the United States to fulfill the commitment it made to Filipino soldiers who fought
alongside U.S. soldiers, said Senator Inouye, a combat veteran of World War II who
served in Europe with the famed 442nd Regimental Combat Team.

In 1941, President Roosevelt issued a military order calling on the Commonwealth
Army of the Philippines to serve with the United States Armed Forces in the Far
East; the Philippine soldiers who served were entitled to full U.S. veterans’ benefits
because of their service with U.S. forces, but in 1946 the U.S. Congress took away
the very benefits to which the Filipino fighters were entitled.

“Senate approval of the benefits for the surviving Filipino veterans is the first step in
removing a more than 60-year-old stain on our national honor,” Senator Inouye
said. “Senate approval was the right action to take, and it fulfills our long-held
promise to our Filipino comrades in arms.”

For nearly 20 years, Senator Inouye has fought to have the benefits for the Filipino
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veterans restored. In January of this year, he and U.S. Senator Ted Stevens of
Alaska made an official trip to the Philippines, and one of their meetings was with
Filipino veterans of World War I1.

“They are in their twilight years. If we were to delay in rectifying this injustice that
was done to them, very few would receive the benefits to which they are entitled,”
Senator Inouye said. “Among the Filipino vets we met, I was the youngster. And
I’m 83 years old.”

The Senate today voted S6 to 41 to reject a move to exclude Filipino veterans
residing in the Philippines from benefitting from the Filipino veterans pension
provision in the Veterans’ Benefits Enhancement Act. Later, it voted 96-1 to pass
the Veterans’ Benefits Enhancement Act. The measure now moves to the U.S.
House of Representatives for consideration.

“The Filipino veterans of World War II are heroes who served under our flag,”
Senator Inouye said. “They should not be forgotten or ignored. Most of all, we, as a
nation, should not turn our backs on them. They have sacrificed so much for us.”

-30-
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Dan Inouye

U.S. SENATOR FROM HAWAII

INOUYE ANNOUNCES SENATE COMMITTEE APPROVES $139.2 MILLION
FOR HAWAII-RELATED LABOR, HEALTH, EDUCATION INITIATIVES

Thursday, June 26, 2008

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

WASHINGTON — The Senate Appropriations Committee today approved nearly
$139.2 million for Hawaii-related labor, health, and education initiatives, U.S.
Senator Daniel K. Inouye announced. Sixty-eight percent of the total funding —
nearly $94.8 million — are appropriated for educational projects, while 44 percent —
more than $61.4 million — are specifically designated for eight projects that assist
Native Hawaiians in health care and education, he added.

“Education is the key to personal and societal advancement,” said Senator Inouye,
who has served on the Senate Appropriations Committee for more than 37 years.
“Impact Aid, nursing and pharmacy training, increasing the number of women and
minorities in science, technology, engineering and math, and leadership and cultural
education are representative of the educational initiatives that help to provide a
strong foundation for our community and its growth.”

Senator Inouye added: “The Native Hawaiian programs have a special meaning for
me. Native Hawaiians, through their history and culture, have made Hawaii the
most unique and welcoming place in the world. But all socio-economic indicators
show that modern-day Hawaii has not treated its First Citizens well. That is why
federal Native Hawaiian programs, particularly in health and education, are so
crucial.”

Under the appropriations legislation approved today, more than $33.3 million are
designated for Native Hawaiian curriculum development, teacher training, and the
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renovation of public schools with a high percentage of Native Hawaiians, nearly $14
million are awarded to the Papa Ola Lokahi/Native Hawaiian Health Care Systems,
$2.9 million are set aside for Native Hawaiian vocation education, and $1.9 million
are earmarked to assist elderly Native Hawaiians.

The funding for the Hawaii-related initiatives are part of the Fiscal Year 2009
Departments of Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education, and Related
Ageiicies Appropriations Bill that the Senate Appropriations Committee voted 26 to
3 to approve. The legislation now advances to the full Senate for consideration.

The following are the Hawaii-related initiatives in the Fiscal Year 2009 Departments

of Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education, and Related Agencies
Appropriations Bill that the Senate Appropriations Committee approved today:

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR

Maui Community College

Remote Rural Hawaii Job Training Project $2,200,000
This initiative supports job training and community development on all neighbor
islands and rural Oahu.

Training and Education Opportunities $2,000,000
This appropriation supports job training and education programs through the
Samoan/Asian Pacific Job Training program.

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

Emergency Medical Services for Children $20,000,000
This appropriation continues funding for a nationwide program created by Senator
Inouye two decades ago, when he was concerned that children were being treated
like “little adults” when their needs were different. This program supports
demonstration grants for the delivery of emergency medical services to acutely ill
and seriously injured children.

Native Hawaiian Health Care (Papa Ola Lokahi) $13,952,000
These funds enable Papa Ola Lokahi/Native Hawaiian Health Care Systems to
continue their efforts to improve the health of Native Hawaiians by making
available primary care, health education, and disease prevention services. This
initiative also supports the Native Hawaiian Health Professionals Scholarship
Program, which strives to increase the number of Native Hawaiians in health care
professions. This health care program was established in 1988 under the Native
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Hawaiian Healthcare Improvement Act.

Hansen’s Disease Treatment $1,976,000
The initiative provides continuing support, including medical care and treatment,
for people suffering from Hansen’s disease in hospitals and clinics at Kalaupapa and
Honolulu.

Aging Grants to Native Hawaiian Organizations $1,900,000
These funds are awarded to eligible organizations based on their share of Native
Hawaiians aged 60 and older. Eligible organizations must provide a broad range of
supportive services, including nutrition and general assistance.

Telehealth and Community Outreach $1,100,000
The bulk of this appropriation will go to the Hawaii Primary Care Association to
develop and support a telehealth network among community health centers across
the state. The appropriation also includes grants to: Bishop Museum ($100,000 for
arts and wellness projects), Waimanalo Health Center ($100,000), Koolauloa
Community Health and Wellness Center ($50,000); Waianae Coast Comprehensive
Health Center ($50,000), and West Hawaii Community Health Center ($50,000).

University of Hawaii School of Law Health Policy Center $250,000

This appropriation is for the creation of a center on health policy at the UH Law
School.

Big Island Health Center Youth Anti-Drug Program $200,000
These funds will be used to continue anti-drug initiatives throughout the Big Island.
Services include school-based outreach and counseling, and treatment.

Maui Community Health Center Expansion $200,000
These funds will be used to provide continued support for the expansion of the Maui
Community Health Center, which serves people who are uninsured or
underinsured. '

Maui Medical Center Robotics Training Lab $200,000
Childhood Rural Asthma Project $175,000
Community health centers in Hawaii will use these funds to aid children in rural

areas who suffer from asthma.

Maui Economic Development Board Health Center $150,000
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The Maui Economic Development Board will use this appropriation to establish a
health center that serves the needs of women and families in rural communities,
where there are major gaps in health and education services.

Straub Hospital Burn Center $100,000
The Straub Hospital Burn Center is the only primary and tertiary burn treatment
center for Hawaii, Alaska, and the Pacific regions. It provides care for burn
patients of all ages.

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Impact Aid $46,000,000
Hawaii’s Impact Aid funding is part of a larger amount recommended by the
Congress for Impact Aid programs nationwide. Impact Aid provides support to
school districts with students who are dependents of members of the armed forces
and federal government employees.

Native Hawaiian Education $33,315,000
This initiative supports curriculum development, teacher training and recruitment
programs, and the renovation of public schools with a high percentage of Native
Hawaiians. Grants of $1.5 million each are directed for public-school renovation,
and the University of Hawaii’s Native Hawaiian Law School Center of Excellence
$1.5 million each.

Native Alaskan and Native Hawaiian Higher Education $7,500,000
Hawaii and Alaska evenly split $15 million. Hawaii’s share will support vocational
education by providing Native Hawaiians with secondary and vocational training to
enter, compete, and advance in the workplace.

Vocational Education for Native Hawaiians $2,902,000
This appropriation provides competitive grants to organizations primarily serving
and representing Native Hawaiians for career and technical education.

Bishop Museum

Education Through Cultural

and Historical Organizations (ECHO) $1,400,000
These funds support the Bishop Museum’s cultural and educational programs
involving community partners throughout Hawaii, including Imiloa Center and the
Council for Native Hawaiian Advancement.
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University of Hawaii at Hilo

Clinical Pharmacy Training Program $1,000,000
This appropriation will help to establish a clinical pharmacy training program and
an applied rural science program. The funds will cover the start-up costs for the
creation of a pharmacy education program to serve Hawaii and the U.S.-affiliated
Pacific region.

Nursing Program $150,000
These funds are for the continued support of UH-Hilo’s nursing program.

Maui Economic Development Board
High Technology Training $475,000
Girls into Science Program $300,000
Rural Computer Utilization Training $300,000
These appropriations aim to increase the number of women and minorities in the
fields of science, technology, engineering, and math through statewide initiatives.
The computer-related initiative addresses the unique barriers that rural
communities face in accessing technology education and training.

Kauai Economic Development Board

Math and Science Education $300,000
This appropriation will be used to strengthen the science, technology, engineering,
and math training and career opportunities for underrepresented groups.

Henry Kuualoha Giugni Archives, University of Hawaii $250,000
This appropriation will enhance cultural education because the Giugni Archives will
aid the development of curricula and instructional materials that are based on
archives of oral histories that shed light on Native Hawaiian history and culture.

Leeward Community College $250,000
The mission of this community college program is to increase opportunities for
college success for Filipinos.

Polynesian Voyaging Society $250,000
This initiative supports cultural education programs geared toward enhancing
leadership skills and cultural knowledge through deep-sea voyaging.

Bishop Museum $200,000
This appropriation is for museum educational outreach programs.
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Hawaii Community College $200,000
This appropriation is for Native Hawaiian cultural education programs. .

-30-
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Dan Inouye

U.S. SENATOR FROM HAWAII

INOUYE VOWS CONTINUED EFFORTS FOR RECOGNITION,
BENEFITS FOR FILIPINO VETERANS WHO FOUGHT WITH
U.S. TROOPS DURING WORLD WAR I

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2008

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

WASHINGTON — U.S. Senator Daniel K. Inouye — who for some 20 years has
championed recognition and the fulfillment of long-promised benefits for Filipino
veterans who fought alongside U.S. troops during World War II — issued the
following statement today:

“I am extremely grateful to the Senate appropriators who included $198 million for
a Filipino veterans equity fund in the Fiscal Year 2009 appropriations resolution
that was enacted into law earlier this week.

“This was the first tangible step in more than 60 years that the Congress has taken
to fulfill its promise to World War IlI-era Filipino veterans. The number of these
valiant fighters are dwindling, and those remaining with us are now in the twilight
of their years.

“Unfortunately, the measure authorizing the expenditure of the $198 million —
H.R. 6897, the Filipino Veterans Equity Act of 2008, which authorizes a lump sum
payment to eligible Filipino veterans of World War II — did not receive final




congressional approval because of the opposition of the Senate Republicans and
because of the lateness of the House in moving the measure forward. Without the
authorizing legislation, the $198 million cannot yet be tapped.

“My preference has always been passage of the comprehensive Akaka-sponsored

S. 1315, the Veterans’ Benefits Enhancement Act of 2007, which contained
provisions from my bill, S. 57, the Filipino Veterans Equity Act, which crossed over
to the House in April. Unfortunately, the House stripped the Filipino veterans-
related provisions before advancing S.1315.

“My work on this important issue is not finished. When the 111th Congress begins,
I will consider all options to gain the legislative authority needed to expend the
funds, as well as secure the recognition and honor that Filipino veterans of World
War 1I so duly deserve. That injustice must be corrected.”




